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1  HE  Prophecies  of  the  Apocalypse,  though 
illustrated  by  commentators  of  all  ages,  have 
not  been  so  successfully  explained,  as  to  afford 
general  satisfaction.  From  the  interpretations 
most  commonly  received,  many  of  the  learned 
have  withholden  their  assent ;  and  doubts  have 
been  expressed,  whether  we  are  yet  in  possession 
of  the  fortunate  clues  to  be  derived  from  human 
sagacity  or  Divine  inspiration;  or  of  the  ne- 
cessary aids  of  learning;  or  of  the  events  in 
history ;  which,  at  some  future  period,  may  be 
destined  to  ascertain  the  completion  of  these 
predictions. 

Under  such  circumstances,  opportunity  is 
fairly  afforded  for  attempts  to  explain  this  mys- 
tical book  by  new  methods  of  inquiry.  And, 
while  the  rash  precipitancy  of  the  enthusiastic 
and  unqualified  interpreter  is  to  be  discouraged, 
indulgence  will  justly  be  thought  due  to  those, 
who  with  pious  caution,  with  laborious  investiga- 
tion, 
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tion,  and  literary  research,  endeavour  to  explore 
its  sacred  recesses.  To  illustrate  it  in  all  its 
parts,  to  prove  the  completion  of  all  its  predic- 
tions, to  exhibit  it  as  that  perfect  evidence  of  the 
divine  origin  of  our  religion,  for  which  it  is  per- 
haps intended,  "  in  the  latter  days,"  can  only  be 
the  work  of  time,  and  must  employ  the  labours 
of  succeeding  generations*.  Yet  to  inter- 
pret and  explain,  by  scriptural  induction,  the 
symbols  and  language  under  which  the  events 
are  prcsignified ;  to  separate  and  assort  the  pro- 
phecies ;  to  discriminate  those  whose  fulfilment 
lias  already  taken  place,  and  to  point  out  their 
agreement  with  certain  records  of  history,  is  a 
work  which  at  any  time  may  be  reverently  at- 
tempted, and  is  encouraged  and  indeed  autho- 
rised in  this  divine  book  -f*. 

But  an  additional  circumstance  has  lately 
arisen,  which  should  more  peculiarly  engage 
the  attention  of  the  Christian  scholar  to  this  sub- 
ject. The  supposed  obscurity  of  these  prophe- 
cies, and  the  doubtful  and  discordant  methods 
hitherto  employed  for  the  interpretation  of  them, 
together  with  some  imagined  difficulties  in  the 
evidences  of  the  book  containing  them,  have 
occasioned  some  persons  of  eminence  in  litera- 
ture to  question  their  divine  origin. 

*  Because  many  of  these  prophecies  seem  to  extend  to  th« 
latest  period  of  the  world,  and  can  only  be  interpreted  confidently 
and  sure'y  by  the  assistance  of  the  events  fulfilling  them. 

f  Ch.  i.  S.'ii.  7, 11, 17,  2<).  in.  0, 13,22.  xiii.  9,  U.xxii.  6,  7, 10. 
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The  late  distinguished  Professor,  J.  D.  Mi- 
chael is,  in  a  work  of  great  merit,  and  of  general 
circulation*,  has  proposed  this  question,  and 
assigned  reasons  for  his  doubts  respecting  it.  It 
is  now,  therefore,  incumbent  upon  the  learned 
Christian  to  inquire  and  determine,  whether  the 
Book  of  Apocalypse  has  been  justly  placed  in  , 
our  canon  of  sacred  Scripture  ;  whether  it  be 
entitled  to  that  honourable  station,  by  the  ex- 
ternal and  internal  evidence  which  can  be  pro* 
duced  in  its  support. 

The  author  of  the  following  work,  for  the  so- 
lution of  his  own  difficulties,  had  ensrasred  in  this 
inquiry  even  before  the  publication  of  Michaelis's 
Introduction  to  the  New  Testament,  by  Mr. 
Marsh.  Upon  the  appearance  of  that*  work,  he 
addressed  to  the  learned  editor  a  series  of  letters, 
in  which  it  was  his  endeavour  to  shew,  by  an 
appeal  to  antiquity  (that  which  Sir  Isaac  Newton 
had  asserted,  and  Dr.  Lardner  had  proved  to  a 
considerable  extent -f*),  that  no  book  of  the  New 
Testament  is  supported  by  stronger  external  evi- 
dence than  this;  and  that  the  internal  evidence 
in  its  behalf  is  much  more  considerable  than  has 
hitherto  been  supposed.  These  letters,  having 
been  received  favourably  by  the  learned,  are 
now  reprinted  with  corrections  and  additions, 

*  Introduction  to  the  New  Testament,  by  John  David  Mi- 
chael is,  &c.  chapter  the  last. 

f  Sir  [.  Newton  on  the  Apocalypse,  ch.  i.  p.  S40.  Lardner's 
Credibility  of  the  Gospel  History. 

and, 
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and,  in  another  form  (that  of  a  Dissertation),  are 
prefixed  to  the  following  work.  Here  this  essay 
will  be  found  to  occupy  its  proper  place;  not 
only  because  some  knowledge  of  the  question  is 
a  proper  introduction  to  the  Apocalypse,  but  also 
because  the  subsequent  Annotations  on  this 
sacred  book  will  be  found  a  proper  sequel  to  the 
Dissertation;  for  in  them  will  be  continued  those 
arguments  in  defence  of  the  divine  original  of 
these  Prophecies,  which  could  only  be  begun  in 
the  former  work.  In  them  will  be  presented  many 
inductions  of  internal  evidence,  which  the  nature 
of  the  former  publication  would  not  admit*.  In 
them  it  will  be  attempted  to  shew,  by  an  appeal 
to  history,  that  many  of  these  prophecies  have 
received  their  completion;  and,  consequently, 
that  the  book  which  has  recorded  them  is  divine. 
Such  are  in  part  my  motives  for  the  present  pub- 
lication ;  in  which,  however,  I  should  not  have 
engaged,  if  a  peculiar  method  of  studying  this 
Book  of  Revelation  had  not  happened  to  present 
*  its  prophecies  to  me  in  a  new  and  original  point 
of  view,  which  I  presume  may  be  usefully  com- 
municated to  the  students  of  the  Apocalypse. 

In  my  earliest  researches  in  sacred  literature, 
after  having  perused,  with  such  critical  attention 
as  I  could  then  apply,  other  parts  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testament,  I  proceeded  to  the  Book 
of  Revelation.    Here  difficulties  occurred,  which 

*  See  p.  04,  of  the  Dissertation. 

I  felt 
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I  felt  myself  unable  to  surmount;  and,  upon 
inquiring  for  the  best  aids  of  notes  and  expo- 
sitions, these  were  described  to  me  as  numerous, 
and  very  discordant;  and  none  of  them  as  afford- 
ing general  and  entire  satisfaction.    Under  such 
circumstances,  I  was  not  disposed  to  receive  im- 
plicitly the  deductions  of  any  particular  com- 
mentator, and  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  form  a 
judgment  of  my  own,  or  to  determine  between 
the  contradictory  opinions  of  others,  without  en- 
tering into  a  wide  and  arduous  field  of  criticism 
and  of  history.    I  soon  perceived  that  the  flight 
which  then  opened  before  me,  was  too  daring  for 
my  unfledged  wings ;  I  therefore  resolved  to 
decline  these  studies  for  the  present,  with  the 
expectation  of  resuming  them  at  some  future 
period,  when  more  maturity  of  judgment,  and 
some  additional  acquisitions  in  literature,  might 
enable  me  to  pursue  them  with  better  prospect 
of  success.    In  the  mean  time,  I  resolved  to 
avoid  the  perusal  of  every  book  or  treatise  pro- 
fessing to  explain  these  prophecies;  hoping  to 
study  them,  when  the  proper  season  should 
arrive,  free  from  prepossession  in  favour  of  any 
system,  unfettered  by  a  predilection  for  any  par- 
ticular mode  of  interpretation  *. 

*  I  recollect  to  have  kept  this  resolution  so  entire,  as  not  to 
have  read  any  book  treating  on  the  Apocalyptic  Prophecies,  ex- 
cepting the  ingenious  and  elegant  Sermons  of  Bishop  Hurd  on 
Prophecy.  He  was  then  my  much-respected  Diocesan ;  and 
upon  the  subjects  on  which  he  has  written  so  ably,  he  may 
have  given  some  bias  to  my  thoughts. 

After 
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After  an  interval  of  many  years,  I  found  my* 
self  at  liberty  from  other  engagements  to  pursue 
my  original  design  ;  and  after  some  preparatory 
studies,  began  to  read  the  Apocalypse  unassisted 
by  any  of  the  commentators*.  And  without 
placing  any  presumptuous  confidence  on  my  sa- 
gacity, or  my  literary  acquirements,  of  the  me- 
diocrity of  which  I  was  fully  conscious,  I  felt  my- 
self not  altogether  discouraged,  by  the  seeming 
difficulty  of  the  attempt.  For,  if  the  Apoca- 
lypse be  of  divine  revelation,  it  appeared  to 
me,  that  an  uniformity  must  be  expected  to  sub- 
sist between  this  and  other  parts  of  sacred  Scrip- 
ture ;  and  that  the  clue,  for  tracing  and  deve- 
loping its  figurative  language  and  meaning, 
would  be  safely  and  effectually  derived  from  that 
source.  If  the  same  divine  spirit,  which  dic- 
tated the  preceding  prophecies,  were  also  the 
inspirer  of  the  Apocalyptic  Visions,  a  mutual 
relation  must  subsist  between  them  ;  and  the 
light  derived  from  the  one  must  contribute  most 
beneficially  to  the  elucidation  of  the  other. 

This  then  was  the  first  principle,  upon  which 
I  resolved  to  ground  my  method  of  investiga- 
tion ;—to  compare  the  language,  the  symbols,  the 
.  predictions  of  the  Apocalypse,  with  those  of  former 

*  After  the  annotations  now  pubKshed  were  finished  in  their 
first  form,  then  the  works  of  the  commentators,  accessible  to  the 
annotator,  were  perused  ;  some  of  them  diligently  studied  ;  and 
fre^  use  made  of  their  stores  for  the  purposes  of  addition  or  cor- 
rection. 

revelations ; 
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revelations ;  and  to  admit  only  such  interpretation, 
as  should  appear  to  have  the  sanction  of  this  divine 
authority. 

A  second  controlling  principle  seemed  neces- 
sary.   For,  as  the  language,  symbols,  and  pre- 
dictions, thus  interpreted  by  the  assistance  of 
Scripture,  were  to  be  applied  afterwards  to  his- 
torical facts,  a  preliminary  question  seemed  to 
occur  ;— to  what  kind  of  history  are  they  to  be  ap- 
plied ?  To  profane  history,  or  sacred  ?  to  tho 
extensive  and  boundless  mass  of  the  Gentile  his- 
tory,  or,  exclusively,  to  that  of  God's  chosen 
people  ?  To  assist  me  in  answering  this  ques- 
tion, I  had  recourse  to  the  preceding  prophe- 
cies of  the  Old  and   New  Testament.  How 
have  we  been  authorised  to  explain  these?  In 
what  kind  of  history  do  they  appear  to  have 
been  accomplished  ?  The  answer  was  at  hand 
the  history  of  the  church  of  God.    Tor,  in  this 
sacred  history  we  find  the  divine  prophecies  prin- 
cipally, and  almost  exclusively,  fulfilled.  Tor 
whenever  sacred  prophecy  is  seen  to  deviate 
from  this  its  peculiar  object,  it  is  in  such  in- 
stances only,  wherein  the  fortunes  of  Gods  peo- 
ple have  become  necessarily  involved  with  those 
of  heathen  nations.    When  the  people  of  God 
were  to  become  subservient  to  the  four  monar- 
chies, the  character,  and  succession,  and  fates 
of  those  monarchies  were  predicted :    but  the 
main  object,  continually  kept  in  view,  was  their 
deliverance  from  these  successive  yokes,  by  the 

superseding 
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superseding  dominion  of  the  Messiah.  This  su- 
preme and  universal  dominion,  gradually  and 
finally  to  prevail,  appears  to  be  the  grand  ob- 
ject of  all  sacred  prophecy :  and  revolutions  of 
worldly  power  among  the  Gentiles,  seem  to  be 
noticed  only  at  those  times,  when  they  impede 
or  promote  it*.  Therefore  the  prophecies  of  the 
Apocalypse  appeared  to  be  applicable  princi- 
pally, if  not  solely,  to  the  fates  and  fortunes  of 
the  Christian  church ;  to  the  progress  or  retard- 
ment of  that  kingdom  of  the  Messiah,  which, 
when  these  predictions  were  delivered,  had  al- 
ready begun  to  obtain  its  establishment  in  the 
world.  And  I  conceived  myself  obliged  to  adopt 
as  a  controlling  principle  of  .interpretation,  that 
unless  the  language  and  symbols  of  the  Apocalypse 
should  in  particular  passages  direct,  or  evidently 
require,  another  mode  of  application,  the  predic- 
tions were  to  be  applied  to  events  occurring  in  the 
progressive  kingdom  of  Christ^. 

In 

*  See  Bp.  Hurd  on  Prophecy,  Serm.  2d  and  3d.  And  the 
extension  of  divine  prophecy  to  the  nation*,  may  be  observed  to 
take  place  in  exact  proportion  to  their  encreasing  connection  with 
the  Jews.  First,  Moab,  Edom,  Amalek,  the  Philistines,  &c. 
are  noticed  ;  then  Nineveh,  Babylon,  Tyre,  ./Egypt,  &c. ;  after- 
wards the  four  great  monarchies;  and  lastly  the  Gog  and  Magog, 
the  distant  and  barbarous  nations. 

t  There  are  discoverable  in  scriptural  prophecy,  and  generally 
acknowledged  by  divines,  two  advents  or  comings  of  our  Lord  ; 
1st,  his  personal  appearance  in  the  flesh ;  2dly,  his  progress  to 
complete  dominion,  by  the  subjection  of  all  his  enemies.  The 
first  of  these  had  already  taken  place  when  the  Apocalyptic  pro- 
phecies 
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In  the  wide  field  of  universal  history,  innumer- 
able events  may  be  selected  by  the  industry  of 
investigators,  seeming  to  bear  resemblance  to 
the  figurative  pictures  of  holy  writ.  Instances 
of  wars,  famines,  conquests,  and  revolutions, 
may  be  separated  from  that  infinite  mass  of  in- 
formation, appearing  to  assimilate  to  images 
presented  in  prophecy.  Some  restriction  is 
therefore  necessary  to  guide  investigation,  and 
to  serve  as  chart  and  compass,  through  such  ex- 
tensive and  difficult  seas;  and  what  can  be 
deemed  more  proper  than  this  principle,  which 
derives  its  authority  from  the  analogy  of  sacred 
Scripture  ? 

A  third  controlling  principle  seemed  also  re- 
quisite, arising  from  a  consideration  of  the  nature 
and  kind  of  that  kingdom,  which  had  thus  ap- 
peared to  be  the  grand  object  of  the  prophe- 
cies. It  is  a  kingdom,  not  temporal,  but  spi- 
ritual ;  "  not  a  kingdom  of  this  world*,"  not 
established  by  the  means  and  apparatus  .of 
worldly  power  and  pompt,  not  bearing  the  ex- 
ternal ensigns  of  royalty  ;  but  governing  the  in- 
ward man,  by  possession  of  the  ruling  princi- 

• 

phecics  were  delivered.  The  latter  therefore  is  the  object  to 
which  we  are  principally  to  look,  when  we  attempt  to  assort  these 
predictions.  Accordingly,  the  subject  of  this  prophetical  book 
will  appear  to  be  generally,  the  fates  and  fortunes  of  the  Chris- 
tian  church,  from  the  Ascension  of  our  Lord,  and  the  preaching 
of  his  Apostles,  to  the  great  consummation  of  all  things. 

*  John  xviii.  36. 

-\  *  pir*  w*t*rnfnirt»s.  Luke  xvii.  20. 

pies; 
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pies  ;  14  The  kingdom  of  God,"  says  our  Lord, 
"  is  within  y.ou*." 

Such  a  kingdom  may  be  in  a  great  degree  inde- 
pendent of  the  fates  and  revolutions  of  empires; 
affected  only  by  those  changes  in  the  political 
world  which  are  calculated  to  produce  the  en- 
crease  or  decline  of  religious  knowledge,  and  of 
pure  profession  and  practice.  Wars  therefore, 
and  conquests,  and  revolutions  of  vast  extent, 
and  of  great  political  import,  may  be  supposed 
to  take  place,  even  in  the  Christian  world, 
without  becoming  the  proper  object  of  Chris- 
tian prophecy.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Chris- 
tian world  may  be  subdued  by  a  ferocious  con- 
queror; the  sufferings  of  the  vanquished  may 
be  such  as  result  from  ferocious  conquest ;  the 
faithful  servants  of  Christ  may  undergo  their 
common  share  in  this  calamity,  may  suffer 
grievously  in  their  property  and  in  their  persons: 
yet,  in  such  times  of  general  distress,  if  their 
religion  be  not  denied  them  ;  if  they  enjoy  those 
consolations,  which,  under  such  afflictions,  their 
religion  is  designed  to  bestow  ;  if,  corrected  by 
the  awful  visitation,  not  only  they,  but  Chris- 
tians of  looser  practice,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  earth  in  general,  shall  be  seen  to  turn  to 
their  God,  and  allow  to  his  purifying  religion 
its  divine  influence  on  their  hearts  and  lives: — 
dial  1  we  expect  that  such  a  revolution  should 

•  Luke  xvii.  21. 

be 
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be  predicted  as  a  calamity,  a  woe?  Our 
conception  of  the  nature  of  Christ's  kingdom, 
(the  object  of  such  prophecy,)  will  determine 
us  to  answer  in  the  negative.  But  if  such  a  con- 
queror, after  having  subdued  the  bodies  of  men, 
should  proceed  to  extend  his  usurped  dominion 
over  their  souls;  should  require  them  to  re- 
nounce their  allegiance  to  the  heavenly  King  ;  to 
deny  their  God  and  Redeemer  then  will  sue* 
ceed  a  conflict  of  another  nature,  and  a  resist- 
ance deserving  the  notice  and  interference  of 
divine  prophecy.  Then  will  be  employed  those 
arms,  which  properly  belong  to  this  spiritual 
warfare*;  then  will  the  kingdom  of  God  be 
truly  advanced  or  diminished.  I  describe  this 
imaginary  conquest,  succeeded  by  such  spiritual 
conflict,  only  as  what  may  happen ;  not  advert- 
ing to  any  similar  instances  which  have  occurred. 
I  mention  them  to  shew  with  what  previous 
notions  I*  formed  the  rules  of  interpretation, 
for  which  I  deem  myself  accountable. 

In  adopting  the  rule  now  under  considera- 
tion, I  have  been  obedient  to  the  direction  of 
holy  Scripture ;  which  has  required  a  spiritual 
interpretation  of  its  mysteriesf :  they  are  not  to 
be  taken  according  to  the  bare  letter  J,  nor  in  a 
carnal  or  worldly  acceptation  %.  The  warfare  of 
the  Christian  kingdom,  (the  subject  of  these 
prophecies,)  is  not  to  be  carried  on  by  worldly 

*  Epb.  vi.  16.  f  1  Cor.  ii.  12—15. 

t  5  Cor.  iii.  6.  §  John  vi.  26—03. 

b  arms 
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urms  and  battles*;  they,  who  entertain  such 
notions  of  this  religion,  *'  know  not  what  man- 
•c  ner  of  spirit  it  is  of t"    As  the  Captain  of 
our  salvation  conquered  by  suffering,  and  re- 
fused the  sword  of  Peter,  and  the  legions  of 
angels,  ready  for  his  defence  J,  so  neither  by 
external  force  must  his  followers  expect  to  pre- 
vail.   The  kingdom  of  God  is  not  advanced  by 
crusades;  nor  is  the  sword  of  man  employed 
successfully  to  seat  the  Messiah  on  his  throne. 
To  obtain  his  destined  dominion,  Christ  must 
reign  in  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  his  far- 
extended  subjects.    His  reign  is  advanced  when 
Christian  principles,  when  faith,  and  righteous- 
ness, and  charity,  abound.    It  is  retarded  when 
ignorance,  impurity,  idolatrous  superstition,  in- 
fidelity, and  wickedness  prevail  §. 

A  fourth  general  rule  of  interpretation  has 
been  also  adopted  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
work.  Not  to  attempt  the  particular  explanation 
o  f  those  prophecies  which  remain  yet  to  be  fulfilled. 
Few  words  will  shew  the  reasonable  foundatioD 

*  John  xviii.  36\ 
f  Luke  ix.  55. 

t  Heb.  ii.  10.    Matt,  xxvii.  52—55. 

§  As  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament,  interpreted  car- 
nally by  the  Jews  to  designate  a  worldly  conqueror,  have  been 
seen  to  lead  that  infatuated  people  into  egregious  error  :  so,  in 
these  days  of  superior  light,  when  by  experience,  as  well  as  divine 
direction,  a  spiritual  interpretation  is  so  clearly  recommended  and 
enforced,  it  seems  extraordinary  that  any  sober  and  well-in- 
formed Christian  can  look  to  any  other. 

Of 
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of  this  rule,  which  I  am  sorry  to  observe  so  fre- 
quently transgressed.  They  shall  be  borrowed 
from  Sir  Isaac  Newton ;  "  God  gave  these,  and 
"  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament,  not  to 
"  gratify  men's  curiosity,  by  enabling  them  to 
"  foreknow  things ;  but  that  after  they  were  ful- 
"  filled  they  might  be  interpreted  by  the  event, 
"  and  his  own  providence,  not  the  interpreter's, 
u  be  then  manifested  thereby  to  the  world*/' 

Such  are  the  principles,  such  the  scheme  of 
investigation,  with  which  I  have  ventured  to  ap- 
proach this  mysterious  book.  And  although  J 
cannot  but  be  feelingly  aware  of  the  difficulty 
of  the  subject,  and  of  my  deficiency  in  the  qua- 
lifications requisite  to  do  justice  to  it;  yet,  the 
method  I  have  pursued,  free  from  the  preposses- 
sions which  have  warped  the  operations  of  abler  , 
minds,  has  enabled  me,  I  trust,  to  make  some 
useful  discoveries. 

It  might  operate  more  favourably  to  the  cre- 
dit of  my  sagacity,  if  I  were  to  publish  only 
selections  from  the  following  work ;  of  those 
parts  in  which  I  may  appear  to  have  been  most 
successful.  Such  has  been  sometimes  my  inten- 
tion. But  I  consider  myself  as  acting  more 
justly  to  the  important  subjects  of  investigation, 
if  I  lay  before  the  public  the  result  of  all  my 
inquiries.  In  those  parts  wherein  I  have  had 
the  least  success,  I  may  perhaps  open  a  field  for 
the  success  of  others. 

■ 

*  Sir  I.  Newton  on  the  ApocaTypsc,  p.  251. 
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With  the  same  view  I  have  resolved  to  publish 
the  result  of  my  studies,  in  the  form  in  which 
the  investigations  were  originally  written ;  after 
that  analytic  method,  which  I  found  it  necessary 
to  pursue.  They  might  be  presented  in  a  more 
abstracted  and  concise  form,  and  in  a  more  lu- 
minous point  of  view  ;  but  in  the  present  form, 
the  reader  will  accompany  every  step  of  the  in- 
quiry, and  may  thus  more  easily  detect  the  error, 
or  confirm  the  safety  of  the  proceeding.  Truth, 
in  this  important  research,  is,  I  hope,  as  it 
ought  to  be,  my  principal  concern  ;  and  I  shall 
rejoice  to  see  these  sacred  prophecies  truly  in- 
terpreted, though  the  correction  of  my  mistakes 
should  lay  the  foundation  of  so  desirable  a  su- 
perstructure. 

To  the  candid  correction  of  the  learned  reader 
I  consign  this  attempt,  trusting,  that  whatever 
may  be  its  reception  in  the  world,  I  shall  not 
have  reason  to  reproach  myself  with  precipi- 
tancy unbecoming  the  sanctity  of  the  subject; 
with  narrow  views,  or  party-prejudices;  with 
want  of  moderation  and  of  candour;  which 
have  disgraced  too  many  writings  of  professed 
Christians. 


THE  new  Translation  now  presented  to  the 
reader,  was  a  necessary  part  and  result  of  the 
plan  pursued.    For,  as  it  was  proposed  to  study 
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the  prophecies  of  the  Apocalypse,  by  the  guid- 
ance of  their  own  internal  marks  and  charac- 
ters, without  that  prepossesion  which  might 
arise  from  an  acquaintance  with  the  systems  of 
other  interpreters;  so  it  became  necessary  to 
avoid  the  perusal  of  translations,  as  well  as  of 
expositions ;  because  a  prejudice  in  favour  of  a 
particular  mode  of  interpretation  may  be  sug- 
gested by  the  translator.  The  original  Greek 
was  therefore  to  be  studied  by  itself,  and  the 
meaning  of  the  words  and  phrases  of  it  to 
be  ascertained.  But  to  ascertain  these  in  Enjr- 
lish  idiom,  was  to  produce  a  new  English 
translation;  which,  in  this  case,  being  designed 
solely  for  the  use  of  the  annotator,  was  ren- 
dered as  literally  as  the  forms  of  the  two  lan- 
guages would  admit.  When  the  new  translation 
had  served  this  purpose,  and  when  the  notes  en- 
grafted upon  it  were  completed  in  their  first  form, 
it  was  then  compared  with  the  common  English 
version,  and  thence  received  considerable  acces- 
sion and  improvement.  For,  as  I  am  fully  per- 
suaded that  the  best  form  of  a  new  English  ver- 
sion of  the  Scriptures  will  be  that  which  shall 
retain  the  phraseology  of  the  common  translation, 
where  it  is  not  evidently  faulty;  so  in  revising  my 
new  version,  and  preparing  it  for  general  use,  I 
was  careful  to  adopt  into  it  those  expressions  of 
the  old  version  which  appeared  to  represent  the 
Greek  original  faithfully,  and  not  inelegantly : 
retaining  those  only  of  my  own  translation  which 
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seemed  to  convey  the  meaning  of  the  original 
with  justcr  effect. 

The  version,  therefore,  now  offered  to  tho 
public  may  be  considered  as  corrective  of  that 
which  is.  inserted  in  our  English  Bibles.  Yet, 
having  been  first  moulded  in  an  original  form  of 
its  own,  a  form  derived  directly  from  the  Greek, 
it  has  thereby  acquired  this  advantage ;  that  tho 
servile  uniformity  cannot  be  imputed  to  it  which 
Dr.  Macknight  alleges  to  have  characterized  all 
English  translations  of  the  New  Testament  prior 
to  his  own.  Such  uniform  similarity,  he  observes, 
is  almost  inevitably  produced  by  the  method 
which  the  translators  have  commonly  pursued ; 
by  their  examining  the  steps  of  their  predecessors, 
while  they  themselves  were  translating,  and  not 
after  they  had  finished  *. 

There  is  no  book  of  the  New  Testament  which 
more  necessarily  requires  a  revision  of  its  text, 
and  consequently  a  new  translation  corrective  of 
'  the  old  one,  than  this.  For  it  appears,  from  the 
accounts  of  inquiring  critics,  that  the  editors  of 
the  Greek  text  from  which  our  received  English 
version  is  taken,  were  in  possession  of  very  few 
ancient  manuscripts  of  the  Apocalypse.  Erasmus 
possessed  but  one ;  Stephens  had  only  two ;  and 
it  is  not  made  apparent  that  Beza  had  the  means 
of  consulting  more  f.    Hence,  the  diligence  of 

*  Macknight's  General  Preface  to  the  Epistles, 
f  Michaelis's  Introduction  to  the  ^ew  Testament,  c.  xii.  sect.  I, 
and  in  other  passages, 
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succeeding  scholars,  by  the  collation  of  the  re- 
maining manuscripts  (some  of  them  of  the  first 
authority),  has  restored  many  original  readings, 
which,  by  consent  of  judicious  critics,  have  been 
received  into  the  Greek  text,  and  ought  therefore 
to  pass  into  translation.  A  Greek  text,  receiving 
these  and  assigning  their  authorities  (and  which, 
therefore  appears  to  be  the  most  perfect  copy  of 
the  original  yet  printed),  is  that  of  Dr.  Griesbach, 
which  is  accordingly  followed  in  this  translation. 
It  has  been  attempted  to  translate  it  as  closely 
and  literally  as  the  English  idiom  would  allow ; 
a  restriction  which  must  be  thought  necessary  in 
rendering  a  symbolical  prophecy;  in  which  a  very 
slight  deviation  may  materially  change  the  sense 
of  the  original. 

It  has  been  the  wish  of  the  translator  to  express 
the  very  stamp  and  figure  of  the  original,  truly 
if  not  elegantly,  and  without  bias  toward  any 
favourite  method  of  explanation.  The  translation 
was  begun  and  completed,  in  its  first  form,  before 
any  knowledge  was  obtained  by  the  translator  of 
the  various  modes  of  interpretation  which  have 
been  devised  by  the  learned.  And  in  the  subse- 
quent corrections,  it  has  been  his  endeavour  to 
preserve  it  pure  from  all  tendency  to  prejudice  and 
system. 

That  this  new  version  may  be  compared  with 
the  Greek,  and  also  with  the  common  English 
translation,  of  which  it  is  corrective,  they  are  all 
printed  together.    Those  words  are  placed  be- 
tween 
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tween  brackets,  to  which  Griesbach  has  prefixed 
his  mark,  denoting  that  they  are  probably  to  be 
expunged;  and  those  are  wholly  omitted,  which 
he  has  inserted  in  his  interior  margin,  accounting 
them  indubitably  spurious*.  Probable  ellipsises, 
or  such  as  the  English  idiom  seemed  to  require, 
are  supplied  in  Italic  characters.  The  relatives 
who,  whom,  which,  &c,  are  generally  used  in  pre- 
ference to  the  relative  that,  which  is  so  frequently 
employed  in  the  old  translation;  and  thus  an 
ambiguity  is  avoided,  of  which  foreigners  justly 
complain.  But  the  word  which  is  still  retained, 
in  preference  to  who  or  whom,  when  referring  to 
the  great  God  of  Heaven,  whose  personality  is  far 
different  from  that  of  any  of  his  creatures,  and 
is  therefore  properly  expressed  by  other  terms  ~f\ 
The  translator  has  thought  himself  at  liberty  to 
disregard  the  common  punctuation,  and  the  re- 
ceived division  by  verses;  because  they  evidently 
appear  to  be  of  modern  date,  and  are  not  seen 
in  the  ancient  manuscripts;  and  he  has  been 
guided  to  the  sense  of  a  passage  by  its  context, 

*  The  Greek  test  is  printed  from  the  edition  of  Griesbach,  . 
Haltc,  1777  ;  but  in  this  copy  now  printed,  no  notice  is  taken  of 
his  marks  referring  to  authorities  in  the  margin,  which  could  not 
be  conveniently  exhibited  in  this  edition.  Only  those  passages 
to  which  he  has  prefixed  his  mark  =,  denoting  that  they  are 
probably  no  part  of  the  original  text,  are  included  in  brackets, 
after  the  manner  adopted  in  Bower's  Greek  Testament. 

t  The  modern  attempts  to  amend  the  translation  of  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  by  substituting  "  who  art  in  heaven"  for  "  which  art  in 
heaven,"  arc,  I  beljeve,  not  approved  by  the  judicious. 
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rather  than  by  such  recent  and  arbitrary  restric- 
tions*. For  the  same  reasons,  and  supported 
by  the  same  authority,  he  has  not  confined  him- 
self to  the  received  division  by  chapters,  but  has 
portioned  the  book  into  parts  and  sections,  as  its 
internal  structure  seemed  to  require.  The  Apo- 
calypse was  very  little  understood  when  the  di- 
vision of  it  into  chapters  and  verses  took  place -f*. 

The  authorities  taken  from  books  are  generally 
referred  to  by  exact  quotation.  In  some  in- 
stances such  particular  reference  may  seem 
wanting.  For  any  such  omission,  this  cause  is 
to  be  assigned  : — that  the  work  was  not  originally 
iutended  for  publication ;  and  when  that  view 
began  to  suggest  itself,  some  of  the  books  con- 
taining the  passages  quoted  were  gone  out  of  the 
author's  hands,  and  not  easily  recalled.  Quota- 
tions, when  in  the  learned  or  foreign  languages, 
are  commonly  presented  also  in  an  English  form, 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  English  reader, 
who  will  find  few  disquisitions  in  this  work,  which 
he  may  not  understand, 

•  See  Clerici  Ars  Critica,  p.  Ill-  sect.  }.  ex.  7,  9,  and  Mi* 
fbaelis's  Introd.  to  the  New  Test.  ch.  xiii.  sect.  2, 3,  &c. 

f  The  Scriptures  were  divided  into  chapters  in  the  xiiith  cen- 
tury ;  into  verses  in  the  xvith.  See  Michaelis's  Introd.  to  the 
New  Test.  ch.  xiii.  sect,  9,  10*  11,  and  the  notes  of  his  learned 
translator. 
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CHAP.  I. 

OF  THE  METHOD  PURSUED  IN  THIS  INQUIRY. 

In  the  following  pages  I  propose  to  review  the 
evidence  which  has  been  adduced,  for  the  au- 
thenticity and  divine  inspiration  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse; to  add  thereto  some  collections  of  my 
own ;  and  occasionally  to  remark  on  those  obser- 
vations of  Michaelis*,  which  tend  to  invali* 
date  it. 

This  evidence  divides  itself  into  external  and 
internal.  The  external  is,  that  which  is  derived 
from  credible  witnesses,  from  the  early  writers 
and  fathers  of  the  church.  The  internal  is,  that 
which  results  from  a  perusal  of  the  book. 

Michaelis  appears  to  me  an  unfair  reporter  of 
the  external  evidence  for  the  Apocalypse.  He 

*  In  the  last  chapter  of  his  Introduction  of  the  New  Testament, 
to  the  pages  of  which,  as  published  by  Mr.  Marsh,  tiie  figures 
at  the  bottom  of  these  pages  will  be  found  to  refer. 
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seems  to  have  approached  it  with  prejudice! 
a  prejudice  occasioned  by  the  opinion  which  he 
had  previously  formed  concerning  its  internal 
evidence.  For,  it  appears  from  passages  of  his 
chapter  on  the  Apocalypse,  that  he  considered 
the  prophecies  of  this  book,  us  still  remaining 
dark  and  unexplained.  He  professes  that  he 
does  not  understand  them ;  he  declares  himself 
dissatisfied  with  the  attempts  of  other  writers  to 
shew  their  meaning  and  completion  ;  and  he 
esteems  the  contradictions  of  these  interpreters 
to  be  more  unfavourable  to  the  pretensions  of 
the  Apocalypse,  than  even  those  ancient  testi- 
monies, that  external  evidence,  to  which  he 
attributes  no  preponderance  in  its  favour.  Now, 
as  they  who  appear  to  themselves  to  have  dis- 
covered, in  the  completion  of  the  Apocalyptic 
prophecies,  certain  proof  of  its  divine  origin, 
(for  a  series  of  prophecy,  punctually  fulfilled, 
must  be  divine,)  will  be  disposed  to  examine 
the  external  evidence  with  a  prepossession  in  its 
favour ;  so  he,  who,  by  examining  the  internal 
evidence,  has  formed  an  opinion  unfavourable 
to  its  pretensions,  will  enter  upon  the  exami- 
nation of  its  external  evidence  with  that  kind  ojf 
prejudice,  which  is  visible  in  the  writings  of  this 
learned  divine. 

But,  in  our  examination  of  the  external  evi- 
dence, we  ought,  so  far  as  human  infirmity  may 
permit,  to  be  free  from  any  partiality ;  and  to  lay 
aside,  for  a  season,  our  previous  conceptions  of 

the 
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the  weight  of  its  internal  evidence.  The  two 
species  of  evidence,  external  and  internal, 
should  be  kept  apart;  they  should  not  be  suf- 
fered to  incorporate  or  interfere;  each  should 
be  considered  at  first  with  reference  to  itself  only. 
After  which  separate  examination,  they  may  use- 
fully and  properly  be  brought  together,  and  be 
allowed  their  due  influence  upon  each  other. 

Such  appears  the  proper  method  of  proceed- 
ing in  this  inquiry,  so  as  to  lead  to  a  fair  and  just 
conclusion.  This  method  has  not  been  usually 
pursued.  The  writers,  who  have  presented  us 
with  the  two  kinds  of  evidence,  have  not  kept 
them  apart.  When  they  treat,  for  instance,  of 
the  external  evidence  adduced  by  Dionysius  of 
Alexandria ;  when  they  state  how  far  it  appears, 
from  his  writings,  that  he  considered  the  Apoca- 
lypse as  an  inspired  book,  delivered  down  to  his 
time  as  such  by  the  early  Fathers  of  the  Church ; 
they  moreover  produce,  and  under  the  same 
head,  the  criticisms  of  this  writer  on  the  style 
and  manner  of  the  book ;  which  consideration 
belongs  to  the  subject  of  internal  evidence. 

In  the  following  pages,  it  will  be  my  endea- 
vour to  keep  these  two  species  of  evidence  apart, 
until  they  have  been  separately  considered,  and 
may  safely  be  suffered  to  unite.  This  method, 
so  far  as  it  can  be  followed,  will  tend  to  pre- 
vent the  operation  of  prejudice,  and  to  facili- 
tate the  production  of  truth, 

I  shall  proceed,  first,  to  the  consideration  of 
the  external  evidence. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 

OP  THE  TIME  WHEN  THE  APOCALYPSE  AP- 
PEARS TO  HAVE  BEEN  WRITTEN  AND  PUB- 
LISHED. 


The  external  evidence,  for  the  authenticity  and 
divine  inspiration  of  the  Apocalypse,  is  to  be 
collected  from  the  testimonies  of  those  ancient 
writers,  who,  living  at  a  period  near  to  its  pub- 
lication, appear,  by  their  quotations  or  allu- 
sions, to  have  received  it  as  a  book  of  sacred 
Scripture.  This  was  the  test  by  which  the 
primitive  church  was  accustomed  to  deter- 
mine the  claims  of  all  writings  pretending  to 
divine  authority.  All  such  writings  were  re- 
jected, as  appeared  not  to  have  been  received 
by  the  orthodox  Christians  of  the  preceding 
ages*. 

But  to  enable  us  to  judge  of  the  force  of  this 
evidence,  as  affecting  any  particular  book,  it  is 
necessary  to  ascertain  the  time  when  the  book  was 
written.  For  if  it  shall  appear  to  have  been 
written  and  published  in  the  early  period  of 
the  apostolic  age,  we  may  expect  to  find  tes- 
timonies concerning  it,  from  apostles,  or  from 

•  Euseb,  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  ill  c.  s. 

apostolical 
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apostolical  men  *.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  can 
be  proved  to  have  been  published  only  in  the 
hitter  times  of  that  age,  we  shall  not  be  intitlcd 
to  expect  this  earlier  notice  of  it. 

Before,  therefore,  we  proceed  to  examine  the 
testimony  of  the  writers  by  whom  the  Apocalypse 
is  mentioned,  it  will  be  useful  to  ascertain  the 
time  in  which  it  was  published.  For  if  it  were 
not  published  before  the  year  96  or  97  (as  some 
critics  have  pronounced)  little  or  no  notice  could 
be  taken  of  it  by  the  writers  of  the  first  cen- 
tury ;  and,  in  such  case,  a  writer  in  the  se- 
cond century,  especially  in  the  former  part  of 
it,  becomes  an  evidence  of  great  importance  ; 
which  importance  would  be  much  diminished,  by 
the  supposition,  that  the  book  had  been  written 
in  the  earliest  part  of  the  apostolic  age,  that  is. 
almost  a  whole  century  before  the  time  of  that 
author. 

This  previous  inquiry  is  the  more  necessary, 
since,  according  to  Miehaelis,  no  less  than  six 
different  opinions  have  been  advanced,  concern- 
ing the  time  when  the  Apocalypse  was  written  ; 
only  one  of  which  can  be  true. 

In  examining  these  opinions,  I  shall  endca- 

*  Apostolical  men,  in  the  acceptation  of  the  Fathers,  wore 
those  who  had  been  personally  instructed  by  apostles  ;  and  the 
apostolic  age  is  that,  which  extends  from  before  the  middle,  of  tru? 
rirst  century,  when  the  apostles  began  to  write,  to  the  closi  of 
that  century,  when  St.  John,  the  last  surviving  apostle,  died, — 
Jreriauset  Clem.  Ahxaml.  apud  Ettteb.  II.  11.  lib.  iii.  c.  23. 

r  your 
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vour  to  be  concise.  1  shall  freely  use  the  argu- 
ments of  Michael  is,  where  I  can  see  reason  to 
agree  with  him;  but,  where  I  am  obliged  to 
dissent,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  a  larger 
compass. 

I.  The  earliest  date  assigned  to  the  Apocalypse 
is  in  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Claudius.  This 
opinion  rests  on  the  single  testimony  of  Epi- 
phanius,  a  credulous  and  inaccurate  writer  *, 
who  lived  about  three  hundred  years  later  than 
St.  John  the  Apostle,  to  whom  he  ascribes  this 
prophetical  book. 

This  external  evidence,  weak  in  itself,  is  not 
only  unsupported,  but  contradicted,  by  every 
argument  which  can  be  derived  from  internal 
evidence  -j*.  lor,  first,  it  appears  from  the  evi- 
dence of  the  book  itself,  (chap.  1st.  2d.  3d.) 
that  it  was  written  at  a  time  when  the  Asiatic 
Christians  had  been  suffering  persecution,  even 

*  See  his  character,  as  given  by  Dupin  and  by  .Tortin. —  Hem. 
Eccl.  Hist.  iv.  115.  -And  his  gross  mistakes  on  ecclesiastical  his- 
tory are  recounted  by  Spanheiin,  in  hii  Introduction  to  Eccl.  Hist. 
Sxc.  iv.  p.  423. 

f  The  reader  may,  perhaps,  begin  to  think,  that  I  am  already 
transgressing  the  rule,  so  lately  proposed,  to  prevent  the  inter- 
mixture of  internal  with  external  evidence.  That  rule  shall  be 
scrupulously  observed,  when  we  proceed  to  examine  the  evi- 
dences for  the  authenticity  of  the  book.  But  we  are  now  en- 
gaged in  a  previous  question,  which  must  be  determined  before 
we  can  judge  of  the  main  object  of  inquiry.  And  in  determin- 
ing the  several  stops  of  this  previous  question,  it  is  necessary  to 
adduce  both  kinds  of  evidence.  Still  they  shall  be  kept  apart, 
and  each  come  in  its  order. 

unto 
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unto  death;  John  himself,  the  writer,  was  in 
banishment,  •*  for  the  word  of  God,  and  the  tes- 
"  timony  of  Jesus,  in  the  Isle  of  Patmos,"  when 
he  saw  the  visions*.  But  no  traces  of  such  per- 
secution can  be  discovered  in  the  times  of 
Claudius.  Nero,  says  the  unanimous  voice  of 
history,  was  the  first  Emperor  who  persecuted 
the  Christians,  and  enacted  laws  against  themf. 
Claudius,  indeed,  commanded  the  Jews  to  quit 
Rome,  but  this  command  could  not  affect  the 
Jews  in  Asia,  much  less  the  Christians  there. 

2dly.  There  is  no  appearance  or  probability 
that  the  seven  churches,  or  communities  of  Chris- 
tians,  addressed  by  their  Saviour  in  the  Apoca- 
lypse, had  existence  so  early  as  in  the  reign 
of  Claudius ;  much  less  that  they  were  in  that 
established  and  flourishing  state,  which  is  de- 
scribed or  inferred  in  this  his  address  to  them. 
For  Claudius  died  in  the  year  54,  some  years 
before  the  Apostle  Paul  is  supposed,  by  the  best 
critics,  to  have  written  his  Epistle  to  the  Ephe- 
sians,  and  his  First  to  Timothy*  But,  from  these 
Epistles  we  collect,  that  the  Church  of  Ephe- 
sus  was  then  in  an  infantine  and  unsettled  state. 
Bishops  were  then  first  appointed  there  by  St. 

*  Hence  St.  John  is  called  a  Martyr,  by  Polycrates— Jpud 
Euseb.E.  H,  lib.  iii.  c.  31. 

f  Tacitus  Annal.  lib.  xv.  c.  44.  Suetonius,  Vit.  Ncronis,  cap. 
xvi.  Tertulliani  Apolog.  Sulp.  Sev.  Hist.  lib.  ii.  39.  P.  Oras. 
yii.  c.  7.  Euseb.  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  ii.  c.  25.  Mosheim,  H.  E. 
Cent.  1.  part  1. 
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Paul's  order*.  ISut,  at  the  time  when  the 
Apocalypse  was  written,  Ephcsus,  and  her  sister 
Churches,  appear  to  have  been  in  a  settled,  and 
even  flourishing  state ;  which  could  only  he  the 
work  of  time.  There  is,  in  the  address  of  our 
Lord  to  them,  a  reference  to  their  former  con- 
duct. Ephesus  is  represented  as  having  for- 
saken her  fornur  love,  or  charity  ;  Sardis  as  hav- 
ing acquired  a  name,  or  reputation;  which  she 
had  also  forfaited  ;  Laodieea  as  become  luke- 
warm, or  indifferent.  Now,  changes  of  this 
kind,  in  a  whole  body  of  Christians,  must  be 
gradual,  and  the  production  of  many  yearsf. 
Colosse  and  Ilierapolis  were  Churches  of  note 
in  St.  Paul  s  time  %  ;  but  they  are  not  mentioned 
in  the  Apocalypse,  although  they  were  situated 
in  the  same  region  of  proconsular  Asia,  to 
which  it  was  addressed.  They  were  probably 
become  of  less  importance.  All  these  changes 
required  a  lapse  of  time ;  and  we  necessarily 
infer,  that  such  had  taken  place  between  the 
publication  of  St.  Pauls  Epistles,  and  of  the 
Apocalypse.  Add  to  this,  that  some  expres- 
sions, which  wc  meet  with  in  the  Apocalypse, 

*  See  this  proved  by  Michaelis,  in  bis  Observations  on  the 
J st  EpUtle  to  Timothy. 

t  Sec  more  on  this  subject,  in  Vitringa,  in  Apoc.  I.  S.  and 
L'Enfant  and  Bcausobre's  Preface  to  the  Apoc. ;  also,  Lardner's 
Supplement  to  the  Crcd.  Gosp.  Hist.  ch.  xxii.  where  passagcf 
from  these  books  are  quoted, 

t  Actsiv.  13. 
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arc  such  as  seem  not  to  have  been  used  in\j|ifc 
early  period  of  the  Apostolic  times.  Sunday 
called  the  Lord's  Day  * ;  and  we  find  the  same 
expression  used  by  Ignatius  f ,  and  other  writers 
of  later  date.  In  the  early  books  of  Scripture, 
it  is  called  the  first  day  of  the  week,  or  the  first 
after  the  +  Sabbath,  &c,  but  never  the  Lord's 
Day. 

This  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  Apocalypse 
was  written  in  the  reign  of  Claudius,  cannot  be 
received.  The  single  testimony  of  an  inaccurate 
writer  of  the  fourth  century,  cannot  be  opposed 
to  such  external  evidence  as  we  shall  produce 
in  examining  the  remaining  opinions ;  espe- 
cially when  it  appears  so  strongly  refuted  by  in- 
ternal evidence  §. 

II.  By  the  second  opinion,  the  Apocalypse  is 
supposed  to  have  been  writteu  in  the  reign  of 
Nero.  1.  Let  us  examine  the  external  evidence 
by  which  it  is  supported ;  namely  a  subscription 
to  the  Syriac  version  of  the  Apocalypse,  which 
mentions  that  Revelation,  as  given  M  by  God  to 
H  John  the  Evangelist,  in  the  Island  of  Patmos, 
"  whither  he  was  banished  by  the  Emperor  Nero." 

*  Rev.  i.  10. 

t  Epist.  ad  Magnes.  Sec.  9. 
t  pi*  Mat.  xxviii.  1. 

§  This  first  opinion  would  have  deserved  little  notice,  if  it  had 
not  been  maintained  by  the  celebrated  Grotius,  whose  argu» 
ments,  and  the  able  refutation  of  them  by  D.  Blondel,  may  be 
seen,  abstracted  by  Lardner ;  Supphmtnt,  ch.  ix.  sect.  3. 

Lardner 
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Lardner  has  observed  of  this  subscription,  that  it  is 
not  only  without  a  name,  but  without  a  date.  But 
Michaelis  has  shewn  it  to  be  probable,  that  the 
version  to  which  it  is  attached  was  made  in  the 
sixth  century  ;  and  he  intimates  that  this  sub- 
scription might  perhaps  have  been  annexed  to 
the  more  ancient  Syriac  version.  It  might  per- 
haps, also,  have  been  added  in  later  times.  For 
of  what  authority  are  some  of  the  subscriptions 
to  other  books  of  the  New  Testament,  even 
those  which  are  printed  with  the  Greek  text? 
They  are  anonymous,  and  without  date,  and,  in 
some  cases,  are  known  to  give  false  informa- 
tion*. What  credit,  then,  can  be  due  to  this 
Syriac  subscription,  whose  highest  claim  to  au- 
thority is,  that  the  version  to  which  it  is  attach- 
ed, was  written  in  the  sixth  century?  If  wc 
could  admit  the  evidence,  it  would  indeed  be 
useful ;  for  it  would  immediately  determine  the 
main  object  of  our  inquiry.  It  would  deter- 
mine u  the  Revelation  to  have  been  made  by 
M  God  to  John  the  Evangelist ;"  which  being 
determined,  no  more  doubt  could  remain  con- 
cerning its  authenticity,  and  divine  inspiration. 

•  In  another  passage  of  Michaelis  s  introduction  he  has  obserr. 
cd,  that  "  no  subscription  of  this  kind  is  entitled  to  ihename  of  evi- 
*  dence  ;"  Ch.  vii.  sect.  10.  p.  320  :  which  be  has  again  asserted 
on  good  grounds ;  Ch.  xi.  6ect.  1.  p.  14.  Archdeacon  Paley 
has  shewn  by  probable  arguments,  that  the  subscriptions  to  six 
of  St.  Paul's  Epistles  contain  false  information,  contrary  to  evi- 
dence fairly  deduced  frpin  the  Epistles  themselves.  Hora; 
Paulina?,  ch.  xv. 

But, 
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But  such  external  evidence  is  not  equal  even  to 
that  of  Epiphanius,  which,  as  standing  alone,  and 
at  such  a  distance  of  time  from  the  fact ,  Michaelis 
has,  with  great  propriety,  refused  to  admit. 

2.  This  opinion,  like  the  first,  has  no  internal 
evidence,  derived  from  the  Apocalypse,  in  its 
favour.  All  that  can  be  said  is,  that  the  inter- 
nal evidence  thence  arising  is  not  so  decidedly 
against  it,  as  against  the  former  opinion.  The 
Christians  at  Rome,  and,  it  may  be,  in  some  of 
the  Roman  provinces,  were  persecuted  in  the 
reign  of  Nero.  But  there  is  no  evidence,  that 
the  Christians  in  Asia  suffered  at  this  time.  And 
the  arguments,  used  so  successfully  by  Michaelis 
and  others,  to  shew  that  the  Apocalypse  was  not 
written  in  the  reign  of  Claudius,  will  extend  in 
some  degree,  to  that  of  Nero.  From  the  time 
of  Claudius  to  the  end  of  Nero's  rcicm,  we  count 
only  fourteen  years.  The  date  of  the  First  Epis- 
tle to  Timothy  is  placed,  by  Michaelis,  about 
ten  years  before  Nero's  death ;  by  Fabricius, 
Mill,  and  other  able  critics,  much  later.  The 
Epistle  to  the  Ephesians  has  certainly  a  later 
date.  So  that,  it  may  still  be  doubted,  whether 
the  changes  which  appear  to  have  taken  place 
in  the  Churches  of  Lesser  Asia,  between  the 
date  of  these  Epistles  and  that  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse, could  well  be  brought  about  in  so  short  a 
period  of  time,  as  must  be  allotted  to  them,  if 
we  suppose  the  Apocalypse  to  be  written  in  the 
times  of  Nero.    But  suppose  this  argument  not 
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to  be  insisted  upon,  to  what  will  the  concession 
amount?  The  question,  in  favour  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse having  been  written  in  Nero's  reign,  will 
gain  no  internal  evidence  positively  in  its  favour. 
It  will  rest  on  the  external  evidence  above  stated, 
the  insufficiency  of  which  must  be  apparent. 

Ill,  A  third  opinion  (as,  it  is  called)  has  been 
produced  by  those  writers,  who,  having  explained 
some  of  the  Apocalyptical  prophecies,  as  fulfilled 
in  the  Jewish  wars,  which  ended  in  tlu  destruc- 
tion of  Jerusalem,  are  interested  to  make  it  ap- 
pear, that  these  prophecies  were  written  before 
the  commencement  of  those  wars.  But  to  assert 
the  Apocalypse  to  have  been  written  before  the 
Jewish  wars,  is  the  same  thing  as  to  attribute  the 
date  of  it  to  the  reign  of  Nero ;  for  these  wars 
began  in  the  twelfth  year  of  that  Emperor*. 
The  question,  therefore,  seems  decided  by  the 
evidence  already  examined.  But  since  the  exa- 
mination of  this  third  opinion,  by  Michaelis,  has 
produced  another  evidence,  and  other  arguments* 
it  will  be  proper  to  notice  them. 

A  certain  degree  of  external  evidence  is  at- 
tempted to  be  derived  from  Aretha^  who,  in  his 
Commentary  on  the  Apocalypse,  has  endeavoured 
to  explain  some  of  its  prophecies,  as  fulfilled  in 
the  Jewish  wars ;  and  he  has  certainly  affirmed, 
that  "  destruction  was  not  yet  come  upon  the 
Jews,  by  the  arms  of  the  Romans,  when  he  (the 
writer  of  the  Apocalypse)  received  these  prophe- 

*  Josephus,  de  Bell.  Jud.  lib,  ii.  c.  xiv.  4. 

cics." 
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cies."    The  earliest  date  assigned  to  the  com- 
mentary of  Arethas,  is  in  the  sixth  century  ;  but 
there  seems  internal  evidence  in  the  work,  which 
will  prove  it  of  later  date.    The  empire  of  the 
Saracens  is  mentioned  in  it,  as  succeeding  in 
Babylon  to  that  of  the  Persians  *.    But  the  Sa- 
racens were  not  possessed  of  Babylon  till  nearly 
the  middle  of  the  seventh  century.    A  writer  of 
so  late  a  date  will  be  entitled  to  little  belief  in 
this  question,  particularly  if  his  evidence  go  no 
farther  than  to  discover  an  opinion  of  his  own, 
without  proof  in  support  of  it.    But,  it  is  said, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  opinion  is  more 
ancient  than  the  period  here  referred  to;  for  An- 
dreas Caesariensis,  who  wrote  about  the  year  500, 
though  he  does  not  adopt  the  opinion,  mentions 
it  as  the  opinion  of  some  others.    And  Michaelis, 
who  favours  this  third  opinion,  is  disposed  to  be- 
lieve it  derived  from  Ilippolitus,  or  Irenaeus.  But 
lie  has  produced  no  evidence  of  the  fact.    It  is 
merely  a  conjecture,  resting  on  this  unsure  founda* 
tion;  "  Arethas  must  have  received  this  opinion 
from  some  author,  who  explained  the  Apocalypse 
before  the  times  of  Andreas  Caesariensis;  and  who 
could  this  be,  but  Ilippolitus,  or  Irenaeus  ?"  Ilip- 
politus would  have  been  a  valuable  evidence,  if 
any  proof  could  be  adduced  of  his  having  held 
such  opinion.    The  testimony  of  Irenaeus  would 
be  yet  more  decisive,  could  it  be  procured.  This, 
then,  is  the  desideratum;  and  accordingly  we  shall 

■ 

#  Com.  in  Apocal.  cap.  xxxvi, 

findj 
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find,  that  attempts  have  been  made  to  press  Irc- 
naeus  into  this  service.  With  what  success,  will 
be  seen  in  our  examination  of  the  fourth  opi- 
nion. 

IV.  For,  under  the  fourth  opinion,  we  must 
produce  the  words  of  Ircnacus,  which  have  been 
understood,  by  all  the  ancients,  and  by  all  the 
modern  critics,  until  these  days,  to  assert  plainly 
and  unequivocally,  that  the  visions  of  the  Apo- 
calypse were  seen  44  toward  the  close  of  Domi- 
tian's  reign."  If  these  words  had  been  supposed 
by  ancient  writers  to  bare  been  capable  of  any 
other  meaning,  or  of  such  meaning  as  hath  lately 
been  attributed  to  them,  the  tradition  of  the 
Church  would  not  have  been  so  uniform.  For, 
as  Michael  is  observes, 44  almost  all  the  ecclesiastical 
44  writers,  who  have  spoken  of  the  time  when  the 
"  Apocalypse  was  written,  have  followed  this  ac- 
44  count/'  namely,  that  it  was  written  44  toward  the 
"  close  of  the  reign  of  Domitian"  We  have  al- 
ready produced  all  the  evidence  which  has  any 
tendency  to  contradict  this  general  testimony  of 
the  Church,  and  we  have  seen  to  what  little  it 
amounts.  It  is  very  far  from  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  of  those,  who,  wishing  to  apply  certain 
prophecies  of  the  Apocalypse  to  the  times  of 
Nero  and  his  immediate  successors,  are  driven  to 
the  attempt  of  establishing  this  necessary  postn- 
latum,  that  44  it  was  written  before  the  times 
in  which  (they  say)  these  prophecies  were  ful- 
filled." This  is  the  true  reason,  (as  Michaelis 
:  allows,) 
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allows  *,)  why  they  have  recourse  to  the  testimony 
of  Irenaeus ;  the  importance  of  which,  to  the  de- 
termination of  this  question,  may  be  collected 
from  the  ardent  desire  of  these  writers  to  make 
his  evidence  support  their  sentiments;  but  will 
more  fully  appear,  by  considering  his  character 
and  connections,  and  the  time  in  which  he  lived. 

Irenaeus  was  born,  according  to  his  own  ac- 
count, (as  his  words  have  generally  been  under- 
stood,) in  the  age  immediately  succeeding  that, 
in  which  the  visions  of  the  Apocalypse  were 
seenf.  He  was  a  Greek  by  birth,  as  his  name 
and  language  import,  and  probably  an  Asiatic 
Greek,  for  he  was  an  auditor  of  PolycarpJ,  who 
was  Bishop  of  Smyrna,  one  of  the  seven  churches, 
and  who  had  been  the  auditor  of  St.  John  the 
Apostle,  whom  Irenaeus  constantly  affirms  to  be 
the  writer  of  the  Apocalypse  §.  And  accordingly, 
when  Irenaeus  speaks  upon  such  subjects  as 
concern  the  external  evidences  of  the  Church,  he 
appeals,  for  a  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  what 
he  has  advanced,  to  Poly  carp,  and  to  others, 

*  P.  524,  525. 

*t*  The  learned  Dodwell  has  taken  pains  to  shew,  that  Irenaeus 
was  born  in  the  year  97 ,  the  very  year  in  which  the  Apocalypse 
will  appear  to  have  been  published.  But  there  is  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  he  has  fixed  the  birth  of  this  father  about  ten  years  too 
soon.    See  Grabc's  Pro'eg.  ad  Irenieum. 

J  Iren.  tit.  3.  Euseb.  H.  E.  iv.  14,  10*.  v.  4,  19,  20. 

§  Iren.  lib.  iii.  3,  4.  Euseb.  II.  E.  lib.  iv.  14.  16.  v.  4,  19,  90. 
Iren.  iv.  50.  v.  2(>,  28,  30,  34,  35.  Lardner,  Supplement,  p.  343, 
,378. — Cave,  Hist.  Lit.  art.  Irenaeus. 
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who,  he  says,  had  seen  the  Apostle  John.  He 
appeals  also  to  the  Asiatic  Churches,  in  which  he 
appears  to  have  been  educated  *.  When  re- 
moved from  Asia  into  Gaul,  where,  upon  the 
martyrdom  of  Pothinus,  he  became  Bishop  of 

• 

Lyons,  he  kept  up  a  correspondence  with  the 
brethren  of  the  Asiatic  Churches,  from  whom  he 
would  continue  to  receive  the  most  genuine  in- 
formation then  to  be  obtained  concerning  the 
Apocalypse.  He  was,  in  his  own  character,  the 
most  learned,  pious,  prudent,  and  venerable 
prelate  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived  *f\  He 
wrote  largely  in  defence  of  the  truth  ;  and  it  has 
been  a  prevailing  opinion  in  the  Church,  that  he 
sealed  his  testimony  with  his  blood. 

Here  then  is  a  witness,  far  surpassing,  in  autho- 
rity and  credibility,  any  that  has  hitherto  been 
produced.  Accordingly,  his  evidence  has  been 
received  by  the  writers  nearest  to  his  time,  and, 
with  the  very  few  exceptions  which  we  have  now 
produced,  by  the  universal  Church.  And,  until 
these  clays,  there  has  not  been  the  least  doubt  of 
the  import  of  his  evidence;  no  one  has  seen  oc- 
casion to  interpret  his  words,  otherwise  than 

*  Iren.  lib.  iii.  5.  v,  8.    Euseb.  H.  E-  lib.  iv.  14.  v.  20. 

f  It  was  principally  by  tbe  wisdom,  authority,  and  moderation 
of  Irenaius,  that  the  furious  Victor,  Bishop  of  Rome,  wa*  kept  in 
order,  and  induced,  T«ms  np>w  9^»«v,  to  think  of  the  things  which 
make  for  peace,  when  a  schism  was  about  to  take  place  between 
the  Eastern  and  Western  Churches,  occasioned  by  the  dispute 
concerning  the  time  of  peeping  Easter— Euseb.  H.  E.  lib.  v.  24, 

according 
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according  to  their  obvious  and  received  meaning 
— "  that  the  visions  of  the  Apocalypse  were  seen 
in  the  times  of  Domitian*.  But  since  a  novel 
interpretation  of  these  words  has  been  attempted, 
in  order  to  press  them  into  the  service  of  a  pre- 
conceived opinion,  it  will  be  necessary  to  produce 
them. 

Irenzeus,  speaking  of  the  mystical  name  as- 
cribed to  Antichrist  in  the  xiiith  chapter  of  the 
Apocalypse,  and  of  the  difficulty  of  its  inter- 
pretation, adds,  st  h  eht  amtpctvhv  sv  tw  vw  Kot^ca  jcjj- 
%vf]e<r9oct  TXvopct  r\s\o,  It  fXJivH  uv  i^9fj  t«  xott  rr,v  octtoxa- 
Xvytv  scogaxjOTog.  Ovh  yxg  tst^o  zroXXov  %f>cvov  suftctQvj,  ocXXoc 
<r%r$ov  £7rt  rfjg  r^fj-^otg  y;vzoc$,  ^og  ts  TiXog  tjjc  Ao/xiJ/avou 

«Z%ys  >  which  may  be  thus  literally  translated  : — 
"  But  if  it  had  been  proper,  that  this  name 
"  should  be  openly  proclaimed  in  this  present 
M  time,  it  would  have  been  told  even  by  him 
M  who  saw  the  revelation.  For  it  was  not  seen 
"  a  long  time  ago,  but  almost  in  our  own  age 
"  (or  generation),  toward  the  end  of  Domitian's 
M  reign." 

These  words  are  plain  and  unequivocal ;  no 
variety  of  interpretation  of  them  arose  during 

*  Michaelis,  in  another  part  of  Lis  work,  considers  the  testi- 
mony oflrenaeus,  so  far  as  relates  to  St.  John's  writings,  as  of 
the  highest  authority.  "  Irenxus,"  savs  he,  "  is  not  only  the 
"  most  ancient  writer  on  this  subject,  but  was  *  disciple  of  Poly- 
*f  carp,  who  was  personally  acquainted  with  St.  John.  Conie- 
**  qucntly  Irenacus  had  the  very  best  information  on  this  subject." 
Introd.  vol.  iii.  ch.  vii.  See  also  his  translator's  judicious  re- 
marks on  the  importance  of  Ireuaus's  testimony. 
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sixteen  hundred  years,  in  which  they  were  read 
by  the  Church.  And,  indeed,  the  only  doubt 
concerning  them  now  is,  "  what  it  is  that  Irenaeus 
"  affirms  to  have  been  seen  in  Domitian's  reign  ?" 
What  does  the  verb  seen  refer  to,  and  agree  with  ? 
What  is  the  nominative  case  to  the  verb  tu^n  ? 
Now,  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  no  Greek 
scholar,  unbiassed  by  any  favourite  opinion,  can 
possibly  suppose  that  the  verb  iMpfv,  "  was  seen," 
can  be  referred  to  any  other  nominative  than 
'H  A™ca;u4//f,  "  The  Revelation."— But  it  is  not 
a  matter  wherein  a  critical  knowledge  of  the 
Greek  tongue  is  required,  to  enable  us  to  decide. 
Plain  common  sense  is  to  supply  what  is  wanting. 
And  no  person,  possessed  of  that  valuable  quali- 
fication, can  read  this  passage,  translated  literally 
into  auy  language,  without  perceiving  that  the 
thing  represented  to  be  seen  in  the  latter  clause, 
must  be  the  same  which  was  said  to  have  been 
seen  in  the  former.  The  same  verb,  used  so 
nearly  with  a  relative,  must  refer  to  the  same 
noun.  Otherwise,  there  is  no  dependence  on 
common  language :  and  we  must,  in  all  our 
writings,  be  driven  to  use  the  repetitions  which 
are  in  usage  among  the  lawyers ;  and  Irenaeus, 
if  he  were  to  write  in  modern  times,  must 
be  instructed  to  say,  after  the  word  44  Reve- 
"  lation,"  not  "  It  was  seen,"  but  the  "  Afore- 
"  said  Revelation"  was  seen. 

But  if  the  discovery  of  these  modern  critics 
had  rested  upon  any  solid  or  probable  founda- 
tion, 
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tion,  they  would  be  agreed  among  themselves, 
not  only  in  rejecting  A7ro*aAtrmJ/£  as  the  nom inac- 
tive to  which  the  verb  is  to  be  referred,  but  in 
ascertaining  the  noun  which  is  to  supply  its  place. 
They  are  agreed  so  far  as  to  perceive  the  neces- 
sity of  rejecting  the  common  and  obvious  inter- 
pretation, (because,  this  being  admitted,  their 
explications  of  the  prophecies  cannot  stand);  but 
they  contend,  among  each  other,  about  the  me* 
thod  of  supplying  the  new  interpretation.  And, 
indeed,  every  proposition  made  by  them,  with  a 
view  to  supply  a  new  nominative  to  euipdij,  is  full 
of  difficulty  and  absurdity.  Michaelis  seems  to 
pass  this  sentence  upon  all  of  them  but  one,  which 
refers  su^fy  to  to  ovo^,  and  which,  to  me,  appears 
as  forced  and  improbable  as  any  of  the  rest.  What 
was  seen?  answer,  the  name  was  seen  I  If  Irenceus 
had  intended  this  meaning,  he  would  not  have 
written  eup*9ii  but  qxar^.  Michaelis  has  suggested 
this  ;  and  it  is  a  sufficient  answer.  Yet  this  able 
critic  is  still  inclined  to  favour  this  application  of 
the  verb,  referring  to  Iwpa  to  Titan.  But  this  is 
to  break  all  bounds  of  grammatical  connection. 
And,  to  suppose,  as  this  forced  construction  re- 
quires, that  Irenseus  understood  the  Emperor 
Domitian  to  be  Titan  and  Antichrist,  is  to  make 
Irenaeus  contradict  himself;  fortius  father  plainly 
tells  us,  that  he  understood  not  this  prophecy ; 
and  that,  in  his  opinion,  u  it  is  better  to  wait  the 
11  completion  of  it,  than  to  guess  at  names,  which 
"  may  seem  to  fit  the  mystical  figures."  Ire- 
naeus, 
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naeus  *,  therefore,  considered  the  prophecy  as  not 
having  been  fulfilled  in  the  times  before  him; 
nor  is  there  any  colour  of  proof  for  supposing, 
that  he  considered  Domitian  as  a  type  of  Anti- 
christ, or  that  there  had  been  any  partial  com- 
pletion of  the  prophecy,  besides,  the  context 
of  Irenaeus,  if  examined,  will  . admit  none  of  these 
novel  and  forced  interpretations.  It  evidently  re- 
quires the  old  and  obvious  acceptation.  The 
object  of  Irenaeus  is  to  dissuade  his  readers  from 
a  difficult  and  presumptuous  attempt  to  settle 
who  is  Antichrist,  by  applying,  in  the  manner  he 
had  shewn,  the  Greek  figures  666.  And  his  ar- 
gument is  to  this  effect :  "  The  mystery  was  not 
"  intended  to  be  cleared  up  in  our  times :  for  if 
u  it  had,  it  would  have  been  told  by  him  who 
"  saw  the  vision."  This  implies  that  the  vision 
had  been  seen  lately.  But,  to  complete  the  ar- 
gument, and  to  support  the  last  clause  of  it, 
#  which  was  not  perfectly  clear,  Irenaeus  adds — 
"  for  it  was  seen  at  no  gi'eat  distance  from  our 
"  own  times." 

In  short,  all  these  newr  interpretations  are  in- 
consistent and  absurd,  and  have  no  support  but 
what  is  derived  from  the  Latin  translation  of 
Irena*us,  which  is  allowed  to  be  very  imperfect -f*; 
and  if  it  had  been  of  greater  authority,  could 
only  disclose  to  us  the  translators  opinion  of  the 

*  Lib.  v.  Euseb.  H.  E.  Kb.  Hi.  c.  18. 

f  Grabe  asserts  and  proves  it  to  be  barbarous  and  defective. 
Proleg.  in  Irenicum. 

meaning 
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meaning  of  the  passage.  But  since  we  possess 
the  original  Greek,  we  must  have  recourse  to 
the  text  as  it  stands  there  ;  of  which  the  learned 
ID  the  present  age  are  at  least  as  good  judges  as 
this  translator,  who,  if  by  using  the  words  "  visum 
"  est,"  lie  intended  lo  refer  the  verb  to  any  other 
nominative  than  "  Revclatio,"  has  contradicted 
all  the  learned  students  of  Irenaeus,  from  the  ear- 
liest ages  to  the  time  of  the  present  innovators. 

Of  the  observations  of  Knittel,  to  which  Mi- 
chaelis  refers  us  for  information  on  this  subject,  I 
can  say  nothing,  not  having  seen  them.  I  have 
already  been  too  diffuse  on  the  subject.  But  the 
authority  of  Michaelis  is  deservedly  great:  and, 
it  is  necessary  to  shew  at  large,  why  an  opinion, 
to  which  he  inclines,  ought  not  to  be  adopted.  I 
collect,  moreover,  that  Michaelis  had  observed 
no  evidence,  either  external  or  internal  *,  of  suf- 
ficient weight  to  oblige  him  to  fix  the  date  of 
the  Apocalypse  in  the  days  of  Nero*  or  before 
those  of  Domitian.  Otherwise,  he  would  not, 
in  another  passage,  have  been  inclined  to  pro- 
nounce it  "  a  spurious  production,  introduced 
"  probably  into  the  world  after  the  death  of  Saint 
"  John  V  who  lived  beyond  the  reign  of  Domi- 
tian* 

*  The  German  critics,  who  have  endeavoured  to  point  out  the 
accomplishment  of  the  Apocalyptical  prophecies  in  the  Jewish 
wars,  and  times  preceding  Domitian,  have  met  with  insuperable 
difficulties,  as  may  be  sufficiently  seen  in  Michaelis' s  account, 
p.  513—518. 

The 
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The  words  of  Irenaeus,  of  this  competent  and 
unexceptionable  witness,  are  therefore  to  be 
taken  in  that  obvious  sense  which  has  been  af- 
fixed to  them  by  all  the  writers  before  our  own 
times :  and,  thus  taken,  they  determine  the 
time  when  the  Apocalyptic  visions  were  seen, 
and  published,  namely,  "  toward  the  end  of  Do- 
"  mitian's  reign."  This  is  confirmed  by  the  evi- 
dence of  all  the  ancient  writers,  who  are  agreed 
(except  in  the  few  and  unimportant  instances 
which  have  now  been  produced  to  the  contrary) 
that  St.  John's  banishment  to  Patmos,  where  he 
saw  the  Visions,  is  of  this  date.  Lampe  has  as- 
serted, and  Lardner  confirms  the  truth  of  the 
assertion,  "  that  all  antiquity  is  abundantly 
"  agreed,  that  Domitian  was  the  author  of  John  s 
M  banishment*." 

Internal  evidence  likewise  supports  this  con- 
clusion. For,  in  the  three  first  chapters  of  the 
Apocalypse,  the  Churches  of  Asia  are  described 
as  being;  in  that  advanced  and  flourishing  state  of 
society  and  discipline  reasonably  to  be  expected; 
and  to  have  undergone  those  changes  in  their 
faith  and  morals,  which  might  have  taken  place, 
in  the  time  intervening  between  the  publication 

*  See  Hegisippus  apud  Euscb.  lib.  iii.  c.  20,  03.  Tertullian, 
Apol.  c.  v.  Hieron.  torn.  x.  p.  100,  and  other  authorities  ad- 
duced by  Lardner,  Supplement,  ch.  ix.  sec.  5,  who,  with  his 
usual  judgment  and  candour,  has  most  satisfactorily  determined 
this  question  ;  and  also  that  the  Apocalypse  was  not  written  till 
the  end  of  Domitian's  reign. 

Of 
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of  Saiut  Paul's  Epistles,  and  the  concluding  years 
of  Domitian. 

Domitian's  death  is  related  to  have  happened 
in  September,  A.D.  96.  The  Christian  exiles 
were  then  set  at  liberty ;  and  Saint  John  had 
permission  to  return  to  Ephesus.  But  the  Em- 
perors death,  and  the  permission  to  return,  could 
not  be  known  in  Asia  immediately.  Some  time 
must  intervene,  before  Saint  John  could  be  at 
liberty  either  to  write  the  Apocalypse  at  Ephe- 
sus, or  to  send  it  by  messengers  (now  probably 
for  the  first  time  admitted  to  approach  him)  from 
Patmos*.  We  shall,  therefore,  place  the  date  of 
the  Apocalypse,  as  Mill,  LaYdner,  and  other  able 
critics  have  placed  it,  in  the  years  <K>  or  97 : 
probably  (for  reasons  now  assigned)  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  latter.  It  could  not  be  circulated 
through  the  Seven  Churches  sooner. 

V. — VI.  I  shall  pass  over  the  fifth  and  sixth 
opinions,  mentioned  by  Michaelis,  because  they 
are  supported  by  such  slender  evidence,  that  he 
does  but  barely  notice  them  himself.  And  I 
trust  there  is  less  reason  to  refute  them,  after 
this  review  of  the  evidence,  by  which  the  fourth 
opinion  is  established. 

*  There  seems  internal  evidence  in  chap.  i.  9,  that  the  Apo- 
calypse was  written  after  the  writer  had  left  Patmos ;  he  says, 
lytntum  h  ry  rn<rvt  I  was  in  the  island. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 

TIIE  TESTIMONY  OF  IREN.V.US,  AND  OF  OTHER 
FATHERS  IN  THE  CHURCH  BEFORE  HIM,  OF 
IGNATIUS,  OF  POLYCARP,  OF  TIIE  WRITER 
OF  THE  EPISTLE  DESCRIBING  FOLYCARP's 
MARTYRDOM,  AND  OF  PAPIAS. 


Having  ascertained  the  time  in  which  the 
Apocalypse  was  written,  we  may  proceed  to 
review  the  external  evidence,  which  affects  its 
authority.  For  we  shall  now  be  enabled  to  ap- 
preciate such  testimony,  by  considering  its  ap- 
proximation to  the  time  when  the  book  was 
published. 

In  the  examination  of  this  evidence,  Michaelis 
has  chosen  to  begin  with  that  of  Euscbius.  But 
Eusebius  wrote  at  an  interval  of  more  than  two 
hundred  years  from  the  time  when  the  Apocalypse 
first  appeared.  In  his  da}*s,  doubts  had  arisen 
concerning  the  authenticity  of  the  book — doubts 
which  had  no  foundation  on  any  external  evi- 
dence, but  which  had  been  suggested  by  some 
writers  from  a  consideration  of  its  internal  marks 
and  character.  The  subject  appears  to  have 
been  in  debate  among  the  Christian  critics  in 
these  times.    Euscbius  hesitated  where  to  place 

the 
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the  Apocalypse  ;  whether  among  the  undoubt 
books  of  the  inspired  Canon,  or  among  those 
which  were  accounted  spurious.  He  promises 
farther  information  when  the  debate  should  be 
concluded  ;  but  we  do  not  appear  to  have  re- 
ceived it  from  him  #. 

I  will  begin,  then,  where  we  have  more  decided 
and  authentic  information  ;  from  Irenaeus,  whose* 
competency  to  decide  on  this  question  we  have 
considered.  There  are  other  testimonies,  which, 
in  point  of  time,  are  antecedent  to  this  of  Ire- 
naeus, but  none  so  comprehensive,  so  positive, 
and  direct.  We  shall  review  these  with  more  ad- 
Vantage,  after  the  consideration  of  this  important 
evidence. 

Irenaeus,  the  auditor  of  Polycarp,  and  of  other 
apostolical  men,  who  had  conversed  with  St 
John,  had  the  best  means  of  information  con- 
cerning the'  authenticity  of  the  Apocalypse  ;  and 
from  the  zeal  which  he  shews,  to  discover  the 
true  reading  of  a  passage  in  the  Apocalypse  (by 
appeal  to  ancient  and  authentic  copies,  and  to 
the  testimony  of  apostolical  men),  we  may  justly 
conclude  that  he  took  equal  pains,  and  the  same 
judicious  methods,  to  assure  himself  concerning 
the  writer  of  the  book-f.  But  Irenaeus,  in  many 
passages,  ascribes  this  book  to  "  John  the  Evan- 
"  gelisty  the  disciple  of  the  Lord, — that  John  who 

*  Euseb.  H.  E.  lib.  iii.  c.  54,  25. 

f  Irenaeus,  lib.  v.  c.  30.    Euseb.  II.  E.  lib.  iii.  c  18. 

"  leaned 
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"  leaned  on  his  Lord's  breast  at  the  last  supper  *." 
There  are  twenty-two  chapters  in  the  book  of 
Revelation,  and  Irenaeus  quotes  from  thirteen  of 
them,  producing  more  than  twenty-four  passages, 
some  of  considerable  length.  The  candid  and 
judicious  Lardner,  after  an  examination  of  this 
evidence,  says,  "  His  (Irenaeus's)  testimony  fortius 
"  book  is  so  strong  and  full,  that,  considering  the 
"  age  of  Irenaeus,  he  seems  to  put  it  beyond  all 
"  question,  that  it  is  the  work  of  John  the  Apostle 
"  and  Evangelist  f" 

The  testimony  of  Irenaeus  may  be  supposed  to 
extend  from  about  thirty  or  forty  years  after  the 
date  of  the  Apocalypse,  to  about  eighty  years 
after  the  same  period,  viz  the  year  of  our  Lord 
178,  when  he  is  said  to  have  published  the  books 
which  contain  this  testimony  J.  But  during  this 
period  of  eighty  years,  other  writers  appear  to 
have  quoted,  and  acknowledged  the  Apocalypse. 
We  will  now,  therefore,  take  a  retrospect  of  their 
quotations  and  allusions,  which  will  give  addi- 
tional weight  to  the  testimony  of  Irenaeus;  while, 
from  a  recollection  of  his  evideuce,*  theirs  also 
will  derive  support. 

Ignatius  is  mentioned  by  Michaelis  as  the- most 
ancient  evidence  that  can  be  produced,  respect- 
ing the  authenticity  of  the  Apocalypse.  He  lived 
in  the  apostolical  times,  and  died  by  a  glorious 

*  Irenaeus,  lib.  iv.  37,  50,  27. 
•f  Crcd.  Gosp.  Hist.  art.  Iremeus. 
%  See  Cave  and  Lardner. 
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martyrdom  in  the  year  107,  as  some  writers  state, 
though  others  have  placed  this  event  a  few  years 
later.  He  is  comnionly  supposed  to  have  made 
no  mentiqp  of  the  Apocalypse  ;  and  this  his 
6ilence  amounts,  in  the  opinion  of  Mfchaelis,  to  a 
rejection  of  tlifc  book.  M  If  Ignatius/'  says  he, 
"  had  seen  and  acknowledged  the  Apocalypse 
"  as  the  work  of  John  the  Apostle,  he  would 
"  probably,  when  he  wrote  his  Epistles  to  the 
"  Christian  communities  at  Ephesus,  Philadelphia, 
"  and  Smyrna,  have  reminded  them  of  the  praises, 
"  which,  according  to  Rev.  ii.  1 — 7-  £ — 11.  iii» 
"  7—12.  their  Bishops  had  received  from  Christ, 
"  more  particularly  when  he  addressed  the 
"  Church  of  Ephesus ;  because,  in  his  Epistle  to 
"  that  Church,  he  particularly  reminds  them  of 
"  the  praises  bestowed  on  them  by  St.  Paul." 

The  connection  of  idea  and  train  of  thought, 
expected  from  Ignatius  upon  this  occasion,  is 
indeed  natural,  but  it  is  not  necessary ;  so  that 
the  want  of  it  will  not  amount  t©  any  proof  that 
Ignatius  had  never  seeh,  or  that  he  rejected,  the 
Apocalypse.  Ignatius  was  not  a  Bishop  of  any 
of  the  Seven  Churches  to  which  it  was  addressed, 
nor  of  any  of  the  Churches  in  Asia  properly  so 
called,  but  of  Antioch  in  Syria ;  and  his  fami- 
liarity with  so  obscure  and  mystical  a  book, 
would  depend  much  upon  his  own  turn  of  mind, 
and  bent  of  study.  We  know  that  many  eminent 
divines  of  our  own  times  have  been  very  little 
conversant  with  the  Apocalypse;  and  we  know 
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that  many  of  those,  who  arc  conversant  frith  the 
book,  are  little  inclined  to  quote  it  in  their  ser- 
mons and  popular  addresses ;  tor  they  appeal  to 
those  books  of  Scripture  with  which  they  sup- 
pose their  auditors  most  acquainted. 

Besides,  we  are  to  take  into  our  account  the 
peculiar  circumstances  under  which  this  Father 
of  the  Church  wrote  his  Epistles,  which  are  the 
only  remains  of  his  works.  He  was  a  prisoner, 
upon  travel,  guarded  by  a  band  of  soldiers,  whom 
for  their  ferocity  he  compares  to  leopards*,  and 
by  them* hurried  forward,  in  his  passage  from 
Antioch  to  Home,  there  to  be  devoured  by  wild 
beasts.  In  such  circumstances,  he  would  write 
at  uncertain  seasons,  with  frequent  interruption, 
his  train  of  thoughts  necessarily  broken;  and  his 
quotations,  depending  probably  on  memory  alone, 
would  be  inaccurate.  From  these  causes  it  has 
happened,  that  the  references  of  Ignatius  to  sa- 
cred Scripture,  in  his  hasty  Epistles,  may  be 
styled  allusions,  rather  than  quotations;  and  to 
many  of  the  sacred  books,  he  appears  not  to 
allude  at  all.  The  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians  is 
the  only  book  expressly  named  by  him.  Of  the 
Gospels,  he  only  quotes,  or  even  plainly  alludes 
to,  those  of  St.  Matthew  and  St.  John.  And  it 
will  appear  dubious,  to  those  who  examine  the 
writings  of  this  Father,  whether  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  or  any  of  the  Scriptural  Epistles,  are 
either  indubitably  quoted,  or  alluded  to  by  him, 

*  Ad  Roimao-,  sect.  v. 
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except  that  to  the  Romans,  the  First  to  the  Co* 
rinthians,  to  the  Galatians,  Ephesians,  Philip- 
plans,  and  the  Second  to  Timothy.  But  shall 
we  affirm,  that  Ignatius  rejected  two  of  the 
Gospels,  and  fourteen  other  books  of  sacred 
Scripture,  because  no  evident  allusion  to  them 
can  be  found  in  these  his  hasty  Epistles  ?  No  one 
will  make  this  affirmation.  The  authenticity 
and  divine  inspiration  of  these  books  are  sup- 
ported by  other  and  sufficient  evidence:  and  the 
conclusion  which  Michaelis  invites  us  to  draw, 
from  the  silence  of  Ignatius  respecting  the  Apo- 
calypse, must  appear  rash  and  unfounded.  It  is 
in  contradiction  to  the  remarks  of  this  able  critic 
himself,  in  his  observations  on  the  same  subject, 
in  another  passage  of  his  work.  For  he  tells  us, 
after  having  first  assigned  the  reasons  on  which 
he  grounds  his  assertion,  that  "  It  is  therefore 
44  no  objection  to  the  New  Testament,  if  it  is  so 
44  seldom  cited  by  the  Apostolic  Fathers ;  and 
44  even  could  any  one  be  produced,  who  had  not 
"  made  a  single  reference  to  these  writings,  it 
"  would  prove  as  little  against  their  authenticity, 
"  as  St.  Paul  s  never  having  quoted  the  Epistles 
44  of  St.  Peter,  or  the  Gospels  of  St.  Matthew 
44  and  St.  Luke."  But  if  this  holds  good,  as  ap- 
plied to  the  Scriptures  in  general,  it  is  peculiarly 
applicable  to  a  book  of  mysterious  prophecy,  and 
of  so  late  publication  as  the  Apocalypse.  And 
we  cannot  conclude  even  if  it  should  appear  that 
Ignatius  has  not  mentioned  the  Apocalypse,  nor 
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alluded  to  it,  that  *  it  was  unknown  to  him  : 
"  nor  if  it  was  known  to  him,  that  he  did  not 
"  believe  it  genuine ;  nor  yet,  that  his  silence 
"  concerning  it  amounts  to  a  rejection  of  it." 
This  answer  to  Michaelis  may  be  applied,  and 
I  trust  effectually,  in  case  it  shall  be  concluded 
that  Ignatius  "  has  passed  over  the  Apocalypse 
in  silence/'  But  there  are  some  passages  in  his 
Epistles,  which  may  perhaps  be  admitted  to 
allude  to  this  sacred  book.  It  may  be  thought, 
that  if  Ignatius  had  not  seen  the  Apocalypse, 
he  would  not  have  used  certain  expressions, 
which  he  has  employed  in  the  following  pas- 
sages. I  shall  present  them  at  length,  because 
they  have  never  yet  been  produced. 

Rev.  i.  9.  Ignat.  ad  Rom.  ad  fin. 

The  text  of  the  Apocalypse  is  here  taken  from 
the  approved  edition  of  Griesbach  ;  and  it  is  a 
confirmation  to  be  added  to  his  supports  of  this 
text,  that  it  was  thus  read  by  Ignatius.  This 
expression,  though  the  idea  be  quite  scriptural, 
is  to  be  found,  I  believe,  in  no  other  passage 
of  the  New  Testament,  but  in  this  of  the  Apo- 
calypse only. 

1 

Rev.  xxi.  2,  Jgnat.  ad  Ej.hes.  sect,  3. 

T»»  «oX<»  tw»  ay  1x1  atvo  th  ©its  AiQoi  »*«  crater 

Kt*ffA*>(*nnt  rv  xJp  lv»x»crf/i}fAtT«i  ulaXjus  Intra  X^r*\ 
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Here  the  use  of  the  word  xsxocrpvipsvoi,  following 
so  immediately  after  the  words  wotpuo-pzvot  and 
0c»,  and  with  such  connection  of  thought  and 
of  imagery,  affords  reason  to  suppose,  that  Ig- 
natius had  seen  this  passage  of  the  Apocalypse. 
Ignatius  appears  to  me  to  comment  on  St.  John, 
referring  this  passage  to  the  fourth  chapter  &f 
the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians,  where  the  same 
images  are  used,  and  by  a  comparison  with 
which  it  is  best  explained.  A  better  illustr^on 
cannot  be  given  of  Kzxovpvipsvriv  avlpi  avrug,  than 
in  these  parallel  words  of  Ignatius,  xtxarprtpsvnv 
tvJoXuis  I>?<ra  Xp/s-K.  The  one  is  the  mystical  ex- 
pression ;  the  other  is  its  meaning,  when  dis- 
robed of  the  figurative  dress. 

Rev.  xxi.  3.  Igoat.  ad  Ephes.  sect.  15. 

Kxi  xCn,  \ao,  avlov  itnilcu ,  xm  *v%s  o  0i»»    l*a  »m*  av%v  mm  (for*.  Xmm)  xai  *v%t 

Efxt  uff  nU,  0w  avltn.  H  "         €>*>*  ifww. 

/ 

Both  these  passages  seem  to  have  reference  to 

2  Cor.  V.  l6.  xoct  so-Qpat  avjuni  o  Qiog,  yjxt  ccv]ot  6<roZ}cci 

pot  Aaof,  which  is  taken  from  Lev.  xxvi.  12. 

YAi  sa-o pot i  vpoov  Oiog,  xt*t  vpstg  £<re<r9e  pot  Xaog  I  OT  from 
Jcr.  XXxi.  33.  yjxi  &rcpoct  ctvjotg  (tg  Om,  xott  cctfot  so-oflat 
pot  stg  hotov.  or  Jer.  xxxii.  38.  xat  io~oZ\ou  pot  itg  Xocoy,  xoa 

tyui  so-opat  atfotg  ug  Qm.  or  from  Ezek.  xxxvii.  23. 

xoct  eo-ovjat  pot  ug  Kotoy,  xat  tyu  xvptog  itropott  uvjctg  stf 
Qcov+ 

I  have  produced  all  these  passages  to  shew  in 
what  degree  Ignatius  can  be  supposed  to  quote 
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from,  or  allude  to  each.  The  expression,  in 
the  first  part  of  the  sentence,  may  be  taken 
from  uny,  or  all  of  them,  as  well  as  from  this 
passage  in  the  Apocalypse.  But  the  peculiar 
turn  and  form  of  the  latter  clause  is  only  to  be 
found  here.  And  I  think  it  probable,  that  Ig- 
natius would  not  have  relinquished  the  form 
observed  in  the  other  quotations  for  this  mode 
of  expression,  which  is  very  peculiar,  if  he  had 
not  seen  and  remembered  it  in  the  Apocalypse. 
They  are,  indeed,  the  very  same  words  ;  only 
with  that  grammatical  alteration  which  was  ne- 
cessary to  fit  theni  to  the  circumstances  ;  that  is, 
to  the  application  which  Ignatius  makes  of  them 
to  himself,  and  his  readers. 

I  submit  the  consideration  of  these  passages 
to  the  learned  reader,  who  may  perhaps  de- 
termine, that  Ignatius  has  not  "  passed  over  the 
"  Apocalypse  in  silence." 

The  next  writer,  from  whom  Michaelis  ex* 
pects  evidence  respecting  the  Apocalypse,  is  the 
old  Syriac  translator.  He  has  taken  consider- 
able pains  to  shew,  that  the  first  Syriac  trans* 
lation  is  of  great  antiquity*.  But,  whoever 
has  read  the  notes  of  his  learned  translator, 
upon  this  part  of  Michaclis's  works,  must  be 
convinced  that  there  is  no  sufficient  evidence  to 
shew,  that  the  Syriac  version  was  made  before 
the  fourth  century  ;  because  the  first  quotation 
from  it  is  by  EpJirejn,  who  lived  in  that  pc- 

*  Introd.  vol.  1.  part  1. 
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riod  *.    In  this  case,  it  cannot  be  admitted  a3 
an  evidence,  belonging  to  this  early  class. 

Hermas,  or  the  author  bearing  that  name, 
or  the  Shepherd,    is  not   mentioned  by  Mi- 
chaelis.    But  Lardner  has  produced  some  pas- 
sages from  this  book,  by  which  he  was  inclined 
to  think,  that  Hennas  "  had  seen  and  imitated 
"  the  Apocalypse/'    I  have  examined  these  pas- 
sages attentively,  but  can  see  no  such  particu- 
lar expressions,  (such  as  we  have  observed  in 
Ignatius)  as  will  lead  me  to  conclude  that  Her- 
mas had  seen  this  book.    There  are,  indeed, 
images  and  descriptions,  which  bear  some  affi- 
nity to  those  of  the  Apocalypse ;  but  the  sour- 
ces, from  which  these  were  probably  derived, 
may  be  shewn  in  other  parts  of  Sacred  Scripture. 
There  appears  to  me  nothing  either  in  the  ima- 
gery or  expression  of  Hermas  which  will  prove 
that  he  copied  after  the  Apocalypse.    But  the 
time,  in  which  Hermas  wrote,  is  supposed  by 
Lardner  and  others,  upon  probable  grounds,  to 
have  been  before  the  conclusion  of  the  first 
century;  some  name  the  year  75,  others  92  f; 
but,  as  this  book  was  written  at  Rome,  it  is 
not  probable  that  the  author  could,  in  any  part 
of  that  century,  have  obtained  a  sight  of  the 
Apocalypse,  which,  as  we  have  observed,  be- 
gan to  be  circulated  in  Asia,  only  about  the 
year  97-    If  Hermas  had  seen  the  Apocalypse, 

*  Marsh's  Notes  to  Michaelis's  Introd.  vol.  2.  ch.  vii.  sect.  6. 
f  Tillemont. 
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it  is  to  be  expected  that  liis  narration  would 
have  been  strongly  and  unquestionably  tinged 
with  the  imagery  and  appropriate  expressions 
of  this  sublime  book*.  If,  then,  Hermas  wrote 
before  he  could  see  the  Apocalypse,  his  silence 
is  no  evidence  against  its  authenticity  :  but  it 
is  an  additional  proof,  to  be  classed  with  those 
of  the  preceding  chapter,  that  the  Apoca- 
lypse was  not  published  till  late  in  Domitian's 
reign. 

Pol  yc  a  hp  has  not  been  cited  as  an  evidence 
in  the  question  before  us.  He  is  reported,  by 
Irenaeus,  to  have  written  many  epistles.  But 
only  one  of  these  is  come  down  to  us.  And 
this  is  so  replete  with  practical  exhortations,  that 
there  is  little  reason  to  expect  in  it  any  quota- 
tions from  this  mystical  book.  We  have,  how- 
ever, other  reasons  to  conclude,  that  Poly  carp 
received  the  Apocalypse  as  divine  Scripture; 
because  it  was  so  received  by  Irenaeus,  his  Au- 
ditor, who  appeals  to  him  and  the  Asiatic 
Churches,  over  one  of  which  Polycarp  presided, 
for  the  truth  of  his  doctrines.  This  apostolical 
man  suffered  martyrdom,  about  seventy  years 
after  the  Apocalypse  had  been  published.  An 
account  of  this  event  is  given  in  an  interesting 
Epistle  written  from  the  Church  of  Smyrna, 
over  which  Polycarp  had  presided.     In  this 

*  This  seems  to  be  the  case  in  the  Apocryphal  Esdras.  Com- 
pare 2  Esdras,  ii.  4C— 47.  with  Rev.  vii.  Q.  Also,  vi.  17.  31. 
58.    V.  4.  vii.  57.  58.  ix.  38.  x.  37.  xi.  5.  C2. 
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Epistle,  part  of  which  is  reported  by  Eusebius*, 
there  seem  to  be  some  allusions  to  the^  Apo- 
calypse, which  have  escaped  observation.  And 
if  the  Apocalypse  was  received  by  the  Church 
of  Smyrna  at  the  time  of  Polycarp's  death,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  it  was  received  by  him, 
their  Bishop  and  Instructor. 

In  Rev.  i.  15.  la  the  Epistle, 

The  feet  of  the  Son  of  Man  are    The  body  of  the  Buffering  Martyr 
described  is  represented, 

OfjL-aat  yx>*oXtZxn>  us  It  x*u.i*y  tW-     Ovx  is  aafl;  xxioixtn),  flAX*  us  y^vsvt 
WfUfAtfor  x»i  otfyvpos  ti  jc»/x<»w  uvfuf^im. 

That  the  writer  did  not  use  the  word  %ct7,yj>},&xvos, 
may  be  accounted  for,  by  his  having  in  view, 
at  the  same  time,  another  passage  of  Scripture, 
1  Peter,  i.  J.  where  the  Apostle  compares  the 
suffering  Christians  to  "  Gold  tried  by  the  fire 
but  why  did  he,  after  having  used  the  word 
gold,  omit  the  iut  wvpog  Jwtifu*£op**  of  St.  Peter, 
to  substitute  ev  Ku^tvcd  Tsrvou^yoi  ?  why  ?  but  be- 
cause he  was  led  to  it  by  this  passage  of  the 
Apocalypse  ?  besides  in  Rev.  iii.  18.  we  read  ' 

also  xpucr/ov  Tzsirvpupiw  bk  'srvpos. 

The  pious  and  sublime  prayer  of  Polycarp,  at 
the  awful  moment  when  the  fire  was  about  to  be 
lighted  under  him,-  begins  with  these  words, 
Kupt,  o  &io;,  o  isr*tfo)cpu]up.  They  are  the  identical 
words  in  the  prayer  of  the  Elders,  Rev.  xi.  17. 

*  H.  E.  lib.  iv.  o,  15. 
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From  these  instances  perhaps  some  confir- 
mation is  derived,  that  Polycarp,  and  his  dis* 
ciples  of  the  Church  of  Smyrna,  received  the 
Apocalypse. 

Papias  belongs  likewise  to  the  apostolical  age, 
and  is  said  to  have  been  an  Auditor  of  St.  John*. 
This  Father  is  asserted  by  Andreas,  Bishop  of 
Caesarea,  who  wrote  in  the  fifth  century,  to  have 
given  his  testimony  to  the  Apocalypse  t ;  and  is 
classed  by  this  writer  in  the  list  of  those  who  are 
well  known  to  have  testified  in  its  favour;  with 
Ircnceus,    Methodius,  and  llippolitus.  What 
writings  of  Papias  had  descended  to  the  time  of 
Andreas,   we  do  not  know  ;  but  to  us  there 
have  come  down  only  a  few  very  short  fragments 
preserved  by  EusebiusJ.    In  these  we  have  no 
mention    of  the  Apocalypse.     They  treat  of 
other  subjects  ;  of  the  Gospels  chiefly.    And  to 
two  only,  of  the  four  Gospels,  has  Papias  given 
evidence.    Yet  no  one  has  doubted,  for  this 
reason,  whether  Papias  received  the  other  two. 
Yet,  as  Papias  was  then  treating  on  the  Gospels, 
it  is  stronger  evidence  against  St.  John's  Gospel, 
that  he  did  not  mention  that  Gospel,  than  that 
he  omitted  to  mention  his  Apocalypse.  The 
same  is  the  case  with  the  quotations  of  Pa- 
pias, from  the  Epistles  of  the  New  Testament. 
It  is  said  by  Eusebius,  that  Papias  quoted  from 

*  Irenscus,  lib.  v.  S3.    Eusib.  II.  E.  lib.  iii.  c.  39. 
f  Proleg.  ad  Apoc. 
t  H.  E.  lib.  iii.  Sf>. 
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the  First  Epistle  of  Peter  and  the  First  of  John* 
and  no  other  of  the  epistles  are  mentioned  as 
quoted  by  him.  Yet  no  notion  has  thence  been 
entertained,  that  he  rejected  the  other  Epistles 
of  the  Sacred  Canort.  "  He  confirms  these 
"  which  he  has  mentioned,"  says  Lardner** 
"  without  prejudicing  the  rest.*' 

Upon  the  same  footing  stands  his  sitenCt  con- 
cerning the  Apocalypse.  And  this  silence*  in 
these  short  fragments  of  his  works,  would  be  no 
evidence  against  it,  even  if  we  had  no  assurance 
that  he  received  it  as  holy  writ.  But  such  as- 
surance we  have,  from  Andreas  of  Caesarea-f*. 

Michaelis  collects,  from  some  expressions  of 
Eusebius:{;,  that  Papias  had  no  where  cleared  up 

*  Cred.  Gosp.  Hist.  art.  Papias. 

f  Michaelis  is  willing  to  suppose  (p.  466)  that  Andreas  had 
ho  proof  of  what  he  asserts,  and  that  he  concluded  Papias  to  be 
an  evidence  in  favour  of  the  Apocalypse,  merely  because  Papias 
was  a  Millenariarr.  This  is,  at  most,  a  conjecture,  for  the  sup* 
port  of  which  he  refers  us  to  what  is  afterwards  said  by  him  of 
Andreas,  when  he  comes  to  speak  of  Gregory  of  Nazianzuuu 
When  we  turn  to  that  passage  (page  490)  which  is  designed  to 
invalidate  the  testimony  of  Andreas  by  this  argument,  "  that  he 
"  who  had  falsely  represented  Gregory t  as  an  evidence  for  the 
11  Apocalypse,  may  be  supposed  to  have  done  the  same  concern- 

ing  Papias  wc  find  that,  even  by  the  admission  of  Michaelis, 
Gregory  has  quoted  the  Apocalypse  in  two  passages  of  his  writ- 
ings. Which  quotations  will  be  found  (when  we  come  t6  exa- 
mine Gregory's  evidence)  more  than  sufficient  to  counterbalance 
the  circumstance  of  the  Apocalypse  not  being  mentioned  in  his 
Metrical  Catalogue.  Michaelis,  at  last,  leaves  the  question  un- 
decided. And  so  the  testimony  of  Andreas  remains  unim- 
|>eaehed  by  him.  Papias  appears  also  by  the  testimony  of  And. 
Cas.  to  have  commented  on  the  Apocalypse  ;  wm  on  the  text. 
See  cap.  xxxiv.  Serm.  xii.  of  And.  Ces.  J  P.  464. 
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the  important  question,  "  whether  John  the  Pres- 
"  byter,  who  also  lived  at  Ephesus,  was  the  writer 
u  of  the  Apocalypse."  But  how  can  we  expect 
such  determination  from  Papias,  when  it  appears 
that  the  question  was  never  agitated  in  his  time  ? 
Eusebius  himself,  in  the  fourth  century,  first 
started  it.  Dionysius  of  Alexandria,  in  the  cen- 
tury preceding,  had  mentioned  some  other  John 
as,  perhaps,  the  author  of  the  book;  but  even 
he  does  not  mention  John  the  Fresbyter.  Nor  is 
there  any  evidence  that  it  was  ascribed  to  any 
other  than  to  John  the  Apostle,  by  any  ortho- 
dox writer  of  the  Church,  during  the  first  cen- 
tury of  its  appearance  in  the  world.  The  Alogi, 
a  sect  of  heretics,  ascribed  it  to  Cerinthus ;  but 
no  one  of  the  orthodox,  before  the  third  cen- 
tury, (as  far  as  we  know)  assigned  to  it  any 
other  than  John  the  Evangelist.  That  Papias, 
therefore,  never  entered  into  the  merits  of  this 
question,  is  of  no  disservice  to  the  Apocalypse. 
On  the  contrary,  that  little  is  said  by  him,  and 
by  the  ancient  Fathers,  concerning  the  writer  of 
the  Apocalypse,  shews,  that  no  doubts  arose, 
in  the  early  times,  concerning  the  person  who 
wrote  it.  All,  who  have  spoken  upon  the  ques- 
tion, have  asserted  John  the  Evangelist  to  be 
its  author ;  and  they  were  not  contradicted. 

But  that  the  Apocalypse  was  unknown  to 
Papias,  our  author  attempts  also  to  prove  from 
another  passage  of  Eusebius*;  who,  having 

#  Lib.  ui.  c.  39. 
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mentioned  that  Papias  had  reported  some  doc- 
trines and  parables  of  our  Saviour,  not  contain- 
ed in  the  Gospels,  but  learnt  by  oral  tradition, 
and  among  these  some  things  that  are  fabulous, 
classes  among  the  latter  his  Millenarian  doc- 
trine, "  That,  after  the  resurrection  of  the  dead, 
"  Christ  will  reign  in  person  a  thousand  years 
u  on  earth."  "  I  suppose  "  adds  Eusebius,  "  that 
"  he  acquired  this  notion  from  his  inquiring 
"  into  the  saying  of  the  Apostles,  and  his  not 
"  understanding  what  they  had  delivered  figu- 
M  ratively."  From  this  passage  it  is  inferred, 
that  Papias  was  ignorant  of  the  Apocalypse ; 
M  for  why,"  it  is  said,  "  should  he  have  recourse 
"  to  oral  tradition  for  the  support  of  these  prin- 
"  ciples,  when  the  20th  chapter  of  Revelation 
"  would,  literally  interpreted,  have  much  better 
"  suited  his  purpose  ?"  But  this  mode  of  prov- 
ing is  somewhat  like  that  which  we  have  lately 
examined,  which  was  found  to  rest  only  on  a 
conjecture  of  Eusebius.  For  this  rests  only  on  a 
supposition  of  the  same  writer,  equally  unfound- 
ed. u  I  suppose/*  says  Eusebius,  "  that  he  ac- 
"  quired  his  millenary  notions  from  oral  tradi- 
*  "  tion:"  but  there  is  no  other  ground  for  this 
supposition,  than  that  Papias  had  appeared  to 
acquire  some  other  information,  and  some  other 
fabulous  notions,  by  this  method.  But,  if  the 
20th  chapter  of  the  Apocalypse,  verses  4,  5,  6, 
literally  interpreted,  would,  according  to  the 
confession  of  Michaelis,  99  have  much  better 
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"  suited  his  purpose,"  why  may  wc  not,  with 
equal  reason  suppose,  that  he  found  it  did  suit 
his  purpose?  Certainly  we  can  shew,  in  this 
chapter,  a  passage,  which,  literally  taken,  would 
be  a  groundwork  for  Papiass  millenary  doc- 
trines; but  neither  Eusebius,  nor  Michaelis, 
were  able  to  prove  any  such  oral  tradition  re- 
ceived by  Papias,  upon  which  he  could  found 
his  notions  of  Christ's  millenary  reign  on  earth. 
But  Eusebius  may  be  mistaken  in  this  supposition, 
because  he  is  evidently  so  in  another,  which  is  con- 
tained in  the  same  passage.  He  supposes  Irenacus 
to  have  founded  his  Millenary  notions  on  the  tra- 
dition and  authority  of  Papias  :  but  Ircnnsus  hap- 
peus  to  have  told  us  otherwise,  lor,  in  his  fifth 
book  against  the  heretics,  chapters  xxxii,  xxxiii, 
xxxiv,  xxxv,  xxxvi,  he  rests  this  doctrine,  partly 
indeed  upon  the  tradition  of  the  Elders,  but  chiefly 
on  the  promises  of  Scripture,  which  he  quotes 
abundantly,  producing  also  this  passage  of  the 
Apocalypse ;  44  In  the  Apocalypse,  and  the  Apo- 
calypse alone,"  (says  Michaelis,  speaking  of  the 
Millenarian system,)  "is  this  doctrine  discoverable, 

if  we  take  all  the  expressions  used  in  the  xxth 
"  chapter  in  a  strictly  literal  sonse  ;  and  this  is 
"  the  chapter  on  which  all  the  Millenarians  of 
"  modem  ages  have  principally  grounded  their 
H  opinions."    And  why,  then,  not  Papias? 

To  me,  there  appear  to  arise  two  powerful 
arguments  in  favour  of  the  antiquity  and  divine 
origin  of  the  Apocalypse,  to  be  derived  from  a 
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consideration  of  the  times  of  Papias.  1.  The 
Millenary  doctrines  appear  then  first  to  have 
taken  that  form,  agreeably  to  the  xxth  chapter 
of  the  Apocalypse,  which,  literally  interpreted, 
would  supply  those  notions.  2.  If  the  Apoca- 
lypse had  been  written  after  the  times  of  Pa- 
pias, after  the  times  when  he  had  broached 
these  doctrines,  and  had  not  been  a  work  of 
divine  origin,  the  ingenious  author  of  it,  (who 
will  be  supposed,  from  this  passage,  to  have 
favoured  the  Millenarian  tenets,)  would  not 
have  contented  himself  with  that  short  descrip- 
tion of  the  terrestrial  reign  of  Christ,  which  is 
contained  in  three  verses  of  his  xxth  chapter. 
He  would  have  enlarged  on  a  topic  so  flattering 
to  the  Christians,  in  the  manner  used  by  Pa- 
pias, or  his  followers,  and  not  have  left  the  de- 
scription restricted  to  that  brevity  and  obscu- 
rity, which  bespeak  a  work  published  before 
these  notions  had  prevailed. 

I  may  have  detained  the  reader  too  long 
with  what  relates  to  the  evidence  of  Papias:  but 
it  seemed  to  me  to  require  a  particular  exami- 
nation;  because  Michaeiis,  when  he  sums  up 
the  evidence  for  and  against  the  Apocalypse, 
still  takes  it  for  granted,  that  Papias  knew  no- 
thing of  this  book ;  and  considers  this  circum- 
stance as  sufficient  to  balance  against  the  express 
testimonies  of  the  learned  Origen,  a  determined 
Anti-millcnarian,  in  its.  favour, 
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CHAP.  IV. 


THE  TESTIMONY  OF  JUSTIN  MARTYR,  OF 
AT  II  EN  AGORA  8,  OF  THE  CHURCHES  IN  GAUL, 
OF  MELITO,  TI1E0PHILCJS,  APOLLONIUS,  CLE- 
MENS OF  ALEXANDRIA,  AND  TERTULLIAN. 


I  shall  now  produce  the  testimony  of  a  writer, 
who  was  contemporary  with  all  those  whom  we 
have  reviewed*.  If  any  thing  shall  have  ap- 
peared defective  in  any  of  their  testimonies, 
such  objection  cannot  be  made  here.  The 
testimony  which  Justin  Martyr  affords  is  full, 
positive,  and  direct.  He  received  the  Apoca- 
lypse as  the  production  of  M  John,  one  of  the 
m  Apostles  of  Christ."  He  expressly  names  this 
John  as  the  writer  of  itt.  He  appears  also, 
from  the  testimony  of  JeromeJ,  to  have  inter- 
preted some  parts  of  this  mystical  book :  although 
pa  work  of  this  kind  has  come  down  to  us. 

•  It  is  probable  that  Justin  Martyr  was  born  in  the  fi  st  cen- 
tury, and  before  the  Apocalypse  was  written,  and  that  be  suffered 
Martyrdom  about  the  middle  of  the  second  century.  See  Cave, 
Fabricius,  Tillemont,  Lardner.  Euseb.  describes  him  as  i  n*T  « 
tfcxo  tv,  «Wk*»«.  lib.  ii.  c.  IS.  Michaelis  says  he  wrote  in  ihc 
year  133,  ch.  ii.  sect.  6.  p.  .82. 

+  Dial,  cum  Tryphon.  lib.  vi.  c.  20. 

$  Caul.  Script.  Eccles.  c.  9. 
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Some  writers  have  supposed,  from  the 
of  Jerome*,  that  Justin  published  a  commen- 
tary on  the  Apocalypse;  but  there  seems  not 
sufficient  foundation  for  this  opinion,  since  such 
a  work  is  mentioned  by  no  early  writer  of  the 
Church.  But  it  has,  on  the  contrary,  been  too 
hastily  concluded,  that  Justin  wrote  no  other 
interpretation  of  the  Apocalypse,  than  that 
which  is  to  be  found  in  the  single  passage  of  his 
Dialogue  with  Trypho,  already  referred  to.  But 
Jerome  would  not  be  justified,  in  calling  him  an 
interpreter  of  the  Apocalypse,  from  this  passage 
only,  which  contains  a  reference  to  Rev.  xx,  but 
no  interpretation.  It  is  probable  therefore 
that,  in  some  other  work,  now  lost,  he  had  at- 
tempted an  interpretation  of  some  parts  of  it,  in 
the  manner  of  Irenaeus  f .  If  this  be  admitted 
as  probable ;  the  testimony  of  Justin,  which  is 
sufficiently  clear  and  direct,  becomes  also  more 
extensive. 

Atiienagoras,  who  was  contemporary  with 
Polycarp  and  Justin  Martyr,  is  admitted  by 
Michaelis,  from  the  allusion  produced  by  Lard- 
nerj,  to  have  been  acquainted  with  the  Apo- 
calypse. 

*  Scripsit  (Johannes)  Apocalypsin,  quam  interpretantnr  Jus- 
tinus  Martyr  et  Irenaeus. 

f  Some  account  of  Justin's  works,  which  are  now  lost,  may 
be  seen  in  Grabe's  Spicileg.  vol.  ii.  p.  166. 

J  Crec},  Cosp.  Hist.  art.  Athenagoras. 

Michaelis 


Digitized 


4(i 


Michaclis  has  passed  over  in  silence  the  evi- 
dence to  be  found  in  that  valuable  remnant  of 
ecclesiastical  antiquity,  The  Epistle  from 
the  Gallic  Churches,  which  relates  the 
sufferings  of  their  Martyrs  about  the  year  177, 
eighty  years  after  the  publication  of  the  Apo- 
calypse*. 

We  are  obliged  to  Eusebius  for  preserving  a 
considerable  part  of  this  letter -f,  in  which  Lard- 
ner  has  remarked  this  passage,  AxxXxQcav  tw  Apvtu 
C7ra  ocv  faroy*.  They  aie  the  very  words  of  tho 
Apocalypse,  ch.  xiv.  4.  and  so  peculiar  in  idea 
and  expression,  as  evidently  to  be  derived  from 
W  other  source. 

I  shall  state  more  at  large  another  passage 
pbserved,  but  not  admitted  as  evidence  by 
Lard  ner,  because  it  may  be  useful  to  make 
some  remarks  upon  it. 

Rev.  xxii.  11.  Epistle. 

«0  alirtuv  a&MJtk/  A'  km  h  (v%a?o$         *0  *»o/*of  a^>fxn<rxiu  iV  x*c  hxxi9^ 

ovm>  zjoitxrxlv  A' 
(aliter  leg.  XiwMv.) 

Pan.  xii.  10. 

*  It  must  be  remarked,  that  although  this  Epistle  was  written 
eighty  years  after  the  Apocalypse  was  published,  the  writer,  who. 
quotes  from  it,  is  an  evidence  of  an  earlier  date.  For  the  person 
chosen  by  the  Church  to  write  for  them,  would  probably  be  iiq 
young  man,  but  one  of  their  venerable  Fathers.  Irenieus  has 
been  supposed  to  be  the  writer,  but  there  is  no  proof  of  this, 
f  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  \.  c.  1. 
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From  this  view  of  comparison  we  may  per- 
ceive, that  although  in  the  first  clause  the  writer 
referred  to  the  Book  of  Daniel,  in  the  second 
he  adverted  to  the  Apocalypse.  The  whole 
form  and  colouring  of  the  passage  are  indeed 
taken  from  the  latter,  which  sufficiently  appear 
from  the  peculiar  use  of  the  word  m :  and 
$ixaiu9ri]otf,  though  expunged  by  Greisbach,  is  a 
reading  of  considerable  authority,  and,  from 
this  quotation,  appears  to  have  stood  in  the  an- 
cient MSS.  used  by  the  Gallic  Church. 

I  shall  add  to  these  quotations  one  which  to 
my  knowledge  has  not  been  observed  before. 

In  Rev.  i,  5.  Hi.  14.  In  the  Epistle, 

Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  called     The  Martyrs  give  place  to  Jesus 

Christ,  as 

mm  ft  • 

UfcniOKos  ix  Ton  nxftn.  Twaxy  van  rixfur. 

After  the  perusal  of  these  quotations,  we  can 
entertain  no  doubt,  but  that  the  writer  of  these 
Epistles,  and  the  Churches  of  Gaul  who  em- 
ployed him  to  write  in  their  name,  received  the 
Apocalypse  as  divine  Scripture.  And  their 
testimony  is  of  the  more  importance  in  this  in- 
quiry, because  these  Churches  appear  to  have 
received  their  instructions  in  religion,  and  con- 
sequently their  canon  of  sacred  Scripture,  from 
the  Churches  in  Asia.  Their  connection  with 
these  Churches,  at  the  time  when  this  Epistle 
was  written,  is  sufficiently  apparent,  from  its 
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being  addressed  11  to  the  Churches  of  Asia  and 
"  PhrygiaV  And  there  appears  to  have  been 
another  Epistle  from  the  Martyrs  themselves  of 
these  Churches,  with  the  same  address,  but  upon 
another  ecclesiastical  subject,  written  at  the  same 
time.  These  were  not  letters  from  individuals  to 
individuals,  but  from  societies  to  other  eccle- 
siastical communities.  The  Gallic  Churches 
give  account  to  the  Asiatic  Churches,  as  colonies 
to  their  mother  country.  We  may  collect  also 
from  names,  casually  mentioned  in  this  Epistle, 
that  the  Gallic  Churches  had  among  them  Asia- 
tic Greeks,  men  of  the  first  rank  and  character, 
then  teaching  in  Gaul,  Attalus  of  Pergamus,  (one 
of  the  Seven  Churches,)  and  Alexander,  a  P  hry- 
gian.  Pothinus  appears  to  a  be  Greek  name-f-; 
this  venerable  Bishop  of  Lyons  was  more  than 
90  years  of  age,  when  he  suffered  martyrdom, 
and  therefore  born  ten  years  before  the  Apo- 
calypse was  published.  But  it  appears,  from 
the  evidences  now  produced,  that  the  Gallic 
churches  believed  it  to  be  a  book  of  divine  au- 
thority. We  may  add  too,  that  they  believed 
the  Asiatic  Churches  to  have  received  this  book 
into  their  canon,  otherwise  they  would  not  have 
quoted  from  it  in  a  letter  addressed  to  them.  Ire- 

*  Laodicea,  one  of  the  seven  Churches  addressed  in  the  Apo* 
calypse,  was  situated  in  Phrygia. 

t  The  accurate  historian  Mosheim  relates  it  as  a  fact  that  Po- 
thinus came  from  Asiu ;  and  produces  his  authorities.  Eccl.  Hist. 
Cent.  |L  part  i.  c\i.  i« 
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naeus  likewise  the  auditor  of  Polycarp,  was  a 

Presbyter  of  the  Church  at.  Lyons  at  this  time, 

and  succeeded  Pothinus  in  the  bishoprick ;  and 

we  have  already  made  ourselves  acquainted  with 

his  creed,  respecting  this  book. 

Thus  there  is  strong  reason  for  concluding,  that 

these  Gallic  Churches  held  the  same  canon  of 

Scripture  with  the  Asiatic;  and  consequently, 

that  the  Asiatic  Churches,  to  whom  the  Apoca- 

*  i 

lypse  appears  to  have  been  addressed,  received  it 
as  divine  Scripture,  and  with  Irenaeus,  as  the  work 
of  John  the  Apostle.  This  will  be  confirmed  by 
the  article  which  follows. 

Melito,  after  some  doubt  and  hesitation,  is  at 
last  admitted  by  Michaelis,  as  a  witness  in  favour 
of  the  Apocalypse;  he  is  stated  to  have  flourished 
about  the  year  170*,  and  probably  might  be 
living  at  the  time  the  Gallic  Epistle  was  received 
by  the  Asiatic  Churches;  of  one  of  which  (of 
Sardts)  he  was  Bishop -f-.  He  was  a  Bishop  of 
the  highest  reputation  in  the  Christian  world,  ac- 
cording to  the  testimonies  of  Polycrates  if,  of  Ter- 
tullian§,  of  Eusebius  (|.  He  wrote  upon  the 
Apocalypsef ,  and  was  esteemed,  says  Tertullian, 

*  Cave,  Hist,  Lit. 

f  See  what  is  said  by  Mr.  Marsh  on  the  subject  of  an  Epistle 
being  received  at  a  place  to  which  it  was  addressed,  vol.  i.  p.  368. 
$  Euseb.  v.  24. 
§  Cave,  Script.  Must. 
||  Euseb.  H.  E.  lib.  iv.  26. 
%  Euseb.  H.  E.  lib.  iv.  26.  Hierom.  Proleg.  327. 
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a  Prophet  by  many  Christians;  probably,  be- 
cause he  had  interpreted  and  applied  the  divine 
prophecies  of  this  book,  with  some  apparent  sue* 
cess.    His  works  are  unfortunately  lost. 

Theophilus,  who  was  Bishop  of  Antioch  about 
90  years  after  the  publication  of  the  Apocalypse, 
appears  to  have  written  upon,  and  to  have  quoted 
from  it,  as  of  divine  authority,  in  his  treatise 
against  Hermogenes*.  This  treatise  is  not  ex- 
tant ;  but  Lardner  has  produced  one  passage, 
from  another  work  of  his,  in  which  he  calls  the 
Devil,  "  Satan,  the  Serpent,  and  the  Dragon  ;* 
which  seems  taken  from  Rev.  xii.  9t-  Michaelis 
admits  Theophilus  among  those  who  undoubtedly 
received  the  Apocalypse  %. 

Apollonius  is  not  mentioned  by  our  author. 
But  Eusebius,  who  speaks  of  him  as  a  learned 
man,  represents  him  also  as  supporting  the  Apo- 
calypse, by  testimonies  taken  from  it  §.  He 
suffered  martyrdom  about  the  year  186 1|,  and  is 
a  valuable  addition  to  our  evidence. 

Clemkns  4>f  Alexandria  is  admitted  by 
Michaelis  as  an  undoubted  evidence  for  the  Apo- 
palypse^[.  lie  has  frequently  quoted  from  it, 
and  referred  to  it,  as  the  work  of  an  Apostle.  Ho 
was  an  inquisitive,  and  well-informed  writer,  and 

*  Euseb.  II.  E.  lib.  iv.  24. 

f  Lardner,  Cred.  art.  Theophilus. 

t  P.  4(57. 

$  Euseb.  H.  E.  lib.  v.  c.  18.  2|. 
fl  Lardner,  art.  Apolloniqs, 
f  P.  467. 
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having  flourished  within  the  first  century  after 
the  publication  of  the  Apocalypse,  is  an  import- 
ant  evidence  in  its  favour. 

Tertullian  wrote  about  the  same  time  with 
Clement ;  but  his  long  life  extended  farther  into  the 
next  century.  Michaelis  allows  his  evidence  for  the 
Apocalypse  as  undoubted;  and  it  is  certainly  valu- 
able. He  is  the  most  ancient  of  the  Latin  Fathers, 
whose  works  have  descended  to  our  times.  He 
quotes,  or  refers  to,  the  Apocalypse,  in  above 
seventy  passages  of  his  writings;  and  he  appeals 
to  it  expressly  as  the  work  of  the  Apostle  John. 
He  defends  the  authenticity  of  the  book  against 
the  heretic  Marcion  and  his  followers,  by  assert- 
ing its  external  evidence.  He  appeals  to  the 
Asiatic  Churches,  and  assures  us,  that  "  though 
"  Marcion  rejects  it,  yet  the  succession  of  Bishops, 

trace  d  to  its  origin,  will  establish  John  to  be 
its  author*.  In  particular,  it  may  be  observed, 
that  Tertullian  has  quoted  Rev.  i.  6,  "  Quia  sa- 
"  cerdotes  nos  et  Deo  et  patri  fecit"  as  a  passage 
common  in  the  mouths  of  the  Laity  of  his  time  f. 
This  frequent  and  popular  appeal  to  the  Apoca- 
lypse, shews  it  to  be  a  book  much  read,  and 
generally  received*  in  the  African  Churches  of 
the  second  century. 

*  Habemus  et  Johannis  alumnas  ecciesias:  nam  etei  Apoca- 
lypsin  ejus  Marcion  respuit,  ordo  tamen  episcoporum,  ad  Origi- 
nem  recensus,  in  Johannem  stabit  auctorem.  Adv.  Marcion. 
lib.  iv.  c.  5. 

f  Teriull.  de  Monog.  cap.  IS. 
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We  are  now  returned  again  to  the  times  of  Ire- 
nanus,  whose  single  testimony  appeared  to  have 
such  deserved  influence  in  settling  the  question 
before  us*.  But  the  retrospect,  which  we  have 
been  able  to  take  of  the  writers  who  preceded 
him,  has  added  great  weight  to  the  evidence. 
For  testimonies  have  been  drawn  abundantly 
from  every  generation  of  writers,  through  the  first 
century  after  the  Apocalypse  was  published. 
They  have  been  produced  from  almost  all  parts 
of  the  Christian  world:  from  Asia,  where  it  made 
its  first  appearance ;  from  Syria ;  from  Italy ; 
from  Gaul;  and  from  the  Churches  of  Africa, 
where  it  seems  to  have  had  an  universal  reception, 
and  a  more  than  ordinary  circulation. 

I  now  present  the  reader  with  a  sketch,  drawn 
after  the  manner  of  Priestley's  Biographical  Chart, 
and  those  of  Playfairs  Chronology ;  by  which 
he  may  see,  in  one  view,  the  writers  whose  testi- 
monies we  have  hitherto  collected.  He  will 
hereby  be  enabled  to  estimate  the  force  of  that 
numerous,  unbroken,  concurring  chain  of  evi- 
dence, which  we  have  laid  before  him.  Besides 
those  writers  already  reviewed,  he  will  see  also,  in 
the  chart,  the  names  of  Hippolitus  and  Origen, 

#  In  a  passage  ofMichaelis,  ch.  xxvu  sect.  8.  on  the  Epistle 
of  Saint  James,  we  collect  the  names  of  the  ancient  authors, 
whose  testimony  he  esteems  most  decisive  to  the  books  of  the  New 
Testament.  These  are  Jrerittus,  Tertullian,  Clement  of  Alex- 
andria, and  Origen ;  by  all  of  whom  we  shall  find  the  Apoca- 
lypse fully  received  as  the  writing  of  St.  John. 
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who  belong  more  strictly  to  the  next  century ; 
because  in  that  century  they  chiefly  wrote  and 
flourished.  But  they  lived  also  in  this  century. 
They  are  important  evidences  in  favour  of  the 
Apocalypse.  They  carry  on  the  testimony  by 
a  strong  and  regular  concatenation  to  the  middle 
of  the  third  century  after  Christ;  after  which 
time,  we  can  expect  little  or  no  accession  of  ex- 
ternal evidence,  concerning  any  inspired  book. 

The  testimonies  of  Hippolitus,  and  of  Origen, 
will  be  exhibited  in  a  succeeding  chapter. 
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CHAP.  V. 

THE  EVIDENCE  AGAINST  THE  APOCALYPsS 
DURING  ITS  FIRST  CENTURY;  THE  RE- 
JECTION OF  IT  BY  MARCION  AND  BY  THfi 
A  LOG  I ;  THEIR  OBJECTIONS,  SO  FAR  AS  THEY 
RELATE  TO  EXTERNAL  EVIDENCE,  EXA- 
MINED. 


Having  reviewed  the  external  evidence  ill 
favour  of  the  Apocalypse,  during  the  first  cen- 
tury after  its  publication,  it  will  be  useful  to 
pause,  before  we  produce  subsequent  witnesses, 
and  to  afford  opportunity  of  examining  any  testi- 
monies of  the  same  period,  by  which  its  authen- 
ticity and  divine  inspiration  have  been  denied* 
The  examination  of  this  evidence  will  soon  be 
dispatched.  For,  wonderful  as  it  may  appear, 
there  is  not  one  writer  of  the  pure  Primitive 
Church,  no  Father,  no  Ecclesiastical  Author, 
who,  during  this  period,  seems  to  have  ques- 
tioned its  authenticity.  Yet  there  was  ground 
then  for  the  same  objections,  which  afterwards 
induced  some  persons  to  reject  it  in  the  third  and 
fourth  centuries.  The  Fathers,  before  the  times 
of  Caius  and  of  Dionysius,  could  discover  that 
the  Apocalypse  was  obscure  ;  that  it  was  to  them  no 
revelation ;  that  the  Greek  of  it  appeared  different 
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from  that  of  Saint  Johns  Gospel ;  but,  notwith- 
standing these  circumstances,  which  they  were 
well  qualified  to  appreciate,  they  received  it  with 
pious  acquiescence  as  divine  Scripture,  communi- 
cated by  the  beloved  Apostle  ;  and  they  delivered 
it  as  such  to  the  succeeding  century. 

Now,  to  what  can  we  attribute  this  conduct, 
but  to  the  powerful  operation  of  that  external 
evidence  by  which  it  was  then  supported  ?  The 
writers  of  the  first  part  of  this  century  had  the 
opportunity  of  hearing  from  apostolical  men, 
from  "  those  who  had  seen  the  face  of  John," 
as  Irenaeus  expresses  it,  to  what  author  they 
ascribed  the  Apocalypse.  In  the  latter  part  of 
the  century,  the  tradition  wasstiil  warm,  depend- 
ing upon  the  living  testimony  of  those  who  had 
seen  apostolical  men;  and  an  inquisitive  author 
could  satisfy  himself,  from  the  narration  of  others, 
upon  what  grounds  of  external  evidence  the  book 
had  been  so  universally  received.  It  had  been 
produced  publicly  into  the  world.  It  was  to  be 
found,  not  in  the  archives  of  one  insignificant 
Church,  but  of  the  seven  flourishing  Churches  of 
Asia ;  "  This  thing  was  not  done  in  a  corner/' 
From  the  mode  of  its  publication,  it  challenged 
observation,  and  defied  detection.  And  we  may 
suppose,  that  as  none  of  the  early  Fathers  ob- 
jected to  the  evidence,  all  were  satisfied.  They 
received  and  transmitted  to  others  those  prophe- 
cies, which  they  themselves  could  not  understand. 
Under  these  circumstances,  we  may  be  more 
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surprised  that  so  many  of  the  ancient  Fathers 
have  quoted  from  the  Apocalypse,  than  that 
some  (and  they  are  but  few)  have  passed  it  over 
in  silence. 

But  although  none  of  the  orthodox  writers  of 
the  Church  seem  to  have  questioned  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  Apocalypse,  during  the  first  century 
of  its  appearance,  we  have  evidence  that  certain 
heretics  rejected  it.  Of  this  number  was  Mar- 
cion*. But  we  know  also  that  this  daring 
Gnostic  rejected  or  mutilated  other  books  of 
sacred  Scripture,  which  he  could  not  otherwise 
render  subservient  to  his  wicked  purposes  t. 

The  rejection  of  the  Apocalypse  by  Marcion 
is  favourable  to  its  pretensions.  It  is  a  proof 
that  the  book  was  in  existence,  and  received  by 
the  Church,  in  those  early  times  in  which  he 
flourished  J;  and  that  the  doctrines  contained  in 
it,  were  such  as  opposed  his  impious  tenets. 

The  Apocalypse  was  rejected  also  by  a  sect, 
who  obtained  the  name  of  Alogi ;  but  they  re- 
jected also  the  Gospel  of  Saint  John ;  and  for 
the  same  reasons  ;  which,  with  these  rash  people, 
were  not  founded  on  any  exceptions  to  the  ex- 
ternal  evidence  of  these  divine  books,  but  princi- 
pally on  their  dislike  to  the  word  Logos,  which, 

*  Tcrtullian.  adv.  Marcion.  lib.  iv.  cap.  5. 

f  Irenants  adv.  liter.  Tcrtullian.  adv.  Marcion.  Epiphanius 
Hior.  4  2.    Origen  cont.  Cclsum,  lib.  ii.  c.  27. 

{  Marcion  came  to  Rome  in  the  year  127,  only  SO  years  after 
the  Publication  of  the  Apocalypse.    Cave,  Hist.  Lit. 
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as  used  in  this  Gospel  and  Revelation,  they  re- 
fused to  consider  as  of  divine  authority*;  but 
this  objection,  and  also  their  ascription  of  the 
Apocalypse,  together  with  the  Gospel  of  St.  John, 
to  Cerinthus,  how  weak  soever  the  grounds  on 
which  they  stand,  are  not  to  be  considered  here ; 
because  they  rest,  not  on  external,  but  internal 
evidence -f*.  Among  these  their  objections  to 
the  Apocalypse,  there  is  one  indeed  which  our 
author  has  remarked  to  be  of  an  historical  kind  ; 
which  must  therefore  be  examined  under  the 
head  of  external  evidence.    It  is  this : 

The  fourth  epistle  in  the  Apocalypse  is  ad- 
dressed to  the  Angel  of  the  Church  of  Thyatira; 
but  the  Alogi,  with  a  view  to  convict  the  Apo- 
calypse of  falsehood,  declared  that  there  existed 
no  Church  at  Thyatira.  The  words,  as  delivered 
by  Epiphanius,  are  observed  to  be  ambiguous, 
and  may  denote,  either  that  there  was  no  Chris- 
tian community  at  Thyatira  in  the  time  of  St. 
John,  or  none  at  the  time  when  these  Alogi  made 
their  objections  J.  If  we  ascribe  to  them  the 
latter  sense,  the  argument,  as  Michaelis  justly 
observes,  is  of  no  importance.  For  if  there  was 
no  Church  at  Thyatira  in  the  middle,  or  toward 
the  close  of  the  second  century,  still  there  might 
have  been  at  the  close  of  the  first. 

#  Epiphan.  Haer.  51,  54. 

*f-  Michaelis  has  fully  exposed  and  refuted  this  strange  notion 
of  the  Alogi,  p.  464. 

X  Km  «x  w  ixi/  E»xAi)<r**  Xftjltafxv. 
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But  let  us  meet  the  objection  in  its  strongest 
force.  Let  us  suppose  it  to  be  unequivocally 
declared,  by  the  testimony  of  these  Alogi,  that 
there  was  no  Church  at  Thyatira  at  the  time  of 
Saint  John ;  at  the  time  when  he  is  affirmed  to 
have  addressed  this  Epistle  to  that  place.  Now 
these  Alogi,  who,  when  we  come  to  examine 
their  internal  evidence  against  the  Apocalypse, 
"will  be  found  to  support  their  cause  by  the  most 
•weak  and  absurd  arguments ;  who  rejected  the 
Gospel  of  St.  John,  and  attributed  it  to  the  he- 
retic Cerinthus,  merely  because  they  disliked  the 
word  Logos,  as  applied  by  St.  John  to  Christ ; 
arc  not  very  credible  witnesses.  Eye-witnesses 
they  could  not  be,  because  they  did  not  live  in 
those  times;  and  we  can  entertain  but  an  un- 
favourable opinion  of  their  fair  and  candid  ap- 
preciation of  the  evidence  of  others,  when  they 
rejected  the  powerful  external  evidence,  by 
which  St.  John's  Gospel  was  supported,  so  soon 
after  its  publication,  only  because  some  passages 
of  that  Gospel  seemed  to  oppose  their  favourite 
tenets.  But  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  the 
fact  which  they  wished  to  establish.  Admit,  for 
a  moment,  that  not  St.  John,  but  Cerinthus  was 
the  writer  of  the  Apocalypse.  But  Cerinthus 
was  contemporary  with  St.  John;  and  Cerinthus 
lived  in  Ephesus,and  amidst  the  seven  Churches*; 
aud  can  we  suppose  it  possible,  that  Cerinthus, 

*  Euscb.  H.  E.  lib.  iii.  c.  28. 
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so  circumstanced,  should  address  an  epistle  to  a 
society  of  Christians  in  that  very  region  where  he 
lived,  when  in  fact  no  such  society  existed? 
Nothing  can  be  more  absurd  than  the  supposi- 
tion. To  carry  the  argument  a  little  further,  the 
Apocalypse  (if  it  could  be  proved  a  forgery)  must 
have  been  written,  says  Michaelis,  before  the 
times  of  Justin  Martyr,  before  the  year  120  *; 
that  is,  very  near  to  the  time  when  the  ancients 
believed  the  Apocalypse,  if  genuine,  to  have  been 
written.  A  fabricator  so  circumstanced  cannot 
be  supposed  capable  of  so  gross  a  mistake  ;  and 
if  such  a  mistake  had  been  made,  we  should 
have  heard  of  it  from  other,  and  earlier,  ob- 
jectors than  these  Alogi ;  and  any  fabricator  of 
the  Apocalypse  must  be  supposed  to  have  known, 
better  than  they,  what  Churches  existed  in  Asia 
Proper,  in  the  reign  of  Domitian,  Persons  who 
make  use  of  such  absurd  arguments,  and  no 
other,  deserve  little  attention.  I  may  have  be- 
stowed upon  them  too  much  ;  but  it  seemed  ne- 
cessary to  examine,  in  all  its  appearances,  the 
only  external  evidence  which  seems  to  have  been 
alleged  against  the  Apocalypse,  during  the  first 
century  after  its  publication. 

*  ?,  m 
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CHAP.  VI. 

THE    TESTIMONIES     OF    HIPPOLITUS    AND  OF 

origen;  THE  OBJECTIONS  of  caius  and  of 

DION  YS I  US  OF  ALEXANDRIA,  AND  OF  OTHERS 
PRECEDING  HIM.  ANIMADVERSIONS  ON  THE 
CONCLUSIONS  OF  MICHAELIS,  RESPECTING 
THIS  EVIDENCE. 


I  now  proceed  to  consider  the  external  testi- 
mony which  is  obtained  from  Hippolitus  and 
Origen,  two  great  names  in  the  ancient  Chris- 
tian world,  and  both  highly  favourable  to  the 
divine  authority  of  the  Apocalypse.  They  have 
already  had  their  place  in  the  Biographical  Chart, 
for  reasons  which  have  been  already  assigned. 
But  I  have  kept  apart  the  examination  of  their 
evidence,  because  I  wished  my  readers  to  consider 
separately  11  the  cloud  of  witnesses,"  who  sup- 
ported the  authenticity  of  the  Apocalypse  during 
its  first  century,  in  the  times  before  any  objection, 
was  made  to  it  by  any  of  those  members  of  the 
Church,  who  observed  the  pure  faith,  and  the 
pure  canon  of  Scripture. 

In  the  times  of  Hippolitus  and  of  Origen,  a 
notion  seems  to  have  been  adopted  by  some 
person^  in  the  true  Church,  that  the  Apocalypse 
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was  not,  what  it  pretended  to  be,  the  production 
of  an  Apostle. 

Dionysius  of  Alexandria,  who  wrote  about  the 
middle  of  the  third  century,  says,  M  Some,  before 
"  our  times*,  have  utterly  rejected  this  book ;"  and 
he  has  been  thought  to  intend  Caius,  an  eccle- 
siastical man  at  Romef,  who  certainly  ascribed 
some  Apocalypse,  and  not  improbably  our  Apo- 
calypse (though  this  matter  has  been  much 
doubted)  to  the  heretic  Cerinthus  J.  But  what- 
ever may  be  determined  concerning  the  opinions 
of  Caius,  it  seems  clear,  that  before  Dionysius 
wrote,  that  is,  in  the  former  part  of  the  third 
century,  some  persons  in  the  Christian  Church 
had  begun  to  doubt  concerning  the  authenticity 
of  the  Apocalypse ;  to  question  whether  it  were 
the  production  of  St.  John,  or  of  any  apostolical, 
or  even  pious  man;  and  to  ascribe  it,  as  the 
Alogi  had  done  before  them,  to  Cerinthus  §. 

But  it  does  not  appear  that  they  alleged  any 
external  evidence  in  support  of  these  extraordi- 
'  flary  opinions.  They  rested  them  on  the  basis  of 
internal  evidence  only.  "  The  Apocalypse,"  said 
they,  M  is  obscure,  unintelligible,  and  inconsistent, 
u  and  improperly  entitled  a  revelation.    It  au- 

•  Tms  tjfo  ij^jr.    Euseb.  lib.  vii.  c.  25.  \ 
+  So  Eusebius  calls  bim,  H.  E.  lib.  ii.  c.  25. 
t  Michael  is  has  chosen  to  place  these  objectors  in  the  second 
century,  but  on  no  solid  ground  of  evidence ;  for  the  first  ob- 
jector, of  whom  we  have  any  account,  is  Caius,  and  the  earliest 
t     me  assigned  to  him  is  A.  D.  210.    Cave,  Hist.  Lit.  art.  Caius. 
§  Euseb.  H,  E.  lib.  vii.  c.  24. 
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"  thorises  notions  of  an  impure,  terrestrial  mil- 
"  lennium,  unworthy  of  an  Apostle  of  Christ. 
"  But  Ccrinthus  adopted  such  notions,  and  to 
"  propagate  them  the  more  successfully,  he  wrote 
"  the  Apocalypse,  and  prefixed  to  it  the  honour- 
"  able  name  of  John/' 

All  the  arguments  here  used,  excepting  the 
affirmation  that  Ccrinthus  is  the  author,  (which 
has  no  proof  whatever  to  support  it*,)  will  be 
observed  to  rest  on  infernal  evidence,  and  there- 
fore belong  not  to  this  present  inquiry.  In  a 
future  chapter  they  will  be  examined.  But  I 
mention  them  in  this  place,  because  they  pre- 
vailed in  the  times  of  Hippolitus  and  Origen, 
whose  testimony  is  now  to  be  adduced.  These 
two  learned  men  had  the  opportunity  of  knowing 
and  of  considering  ajl  the  arguments,  which  these 
novel  objectors  had  alleged  against  the  authenti- 
city of  the  Apocalypse.  AVe  shall  see  what  in- 
fluence they  had  on  the  minds  of  these  able  di- 
vines. 

Hippolitus  flourished  early  in  the  third  cen- 
tury f,  and  probably  lived  and  taught  during  a 
considerable  part  of  the  second:  for  he  was  an 
instructor  of  Origen,  who  was  set  over  the  Cate- 
chetical school  in  Alexandria,  in  the  year  202. 
He  had  been  the  disciple  of  Irenaius ;  and,  pro- 
bably, was  a  Greek  by  birth,  for  he  wrote  in 

• 

*  See  this  affirmation  perfectly  refuted  by  our  author,  p  4fi<). 
f  One  work  of  his  is  shewn  to  have  222  for  its  date.  See 
Lardner,  art.  Hippolitus. 
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Greek,  and  not  improbably  in  tlie  eastern  parts 
of  the  Christian  world,  where  his  writings  were 
long  held  in  the  highest  esteem  *.  He  is  in  all 
respects  as  credible  a  witness,  as  the  times  in 
which  he  lived  could  produce.  He  received  the 
Apocalypse  as  the  work  of  St.  John,  the  Apostle 
and  disciple  of  the  Lord  f.  Michaelis  admits 
his  evidence,  and  attributes  to  his  influence  and 
exertions,  much  support  of  the  Apocalypse  J. 
He  could  produce  no  new  external  evidence  in 
its  favour,  but  he  probably  appealed  to,  and  ar- 
ranged that  evidence  which  had  gone  before,  and 
endeavoured  to  take  away,  in  some  measure,  a 
popular  objection  to  the  book,  by  explaining 
parts  of  it;  thus  rendering  it  less  obscure  His 
studies  qualified  him  for  this  office ;  for,  as  Mi- 
chaelis observes,  he  commented  on  other  prophe- 
cies. His  genuine  works,  except  a  few  fragments, 
appear  not  to  have  come  down  to  us,  but  they 
were  read  both  in  Greek  and  in  Syriac  for  many 
ages.  And  it  appears,  by  the  evidence  of  Jerome 
and  Ebed-jesu,  that  one,  if  not  two  of  his  books 
were  written  in  defence  of  the  Apocalypse.  Mi- 
chaelis is  inclined  to  believe  that  he  left  two 

*  P.  479. 

*f-  See  the  testimonies  as  collected  by  Lardner,  who  says,  that 
"  the  testimony  of  Hippolitus  is  so  clear  in  this  respect,  that  no 
*  question  can  be  made  about  it."    Cred.  G.  II.  art.  Hippolitus. 

{  P.  478. 

§  What  remains  of  Hippolitus  in  this  kind,  is  to  be  seen  in  the 
Commentary  of  Andreas  Ciesariensis  on  the  Apocalypse,  who 
professes  to  have  followed  luu*. 
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works  on  this  subject,  one  in  answer  to  Caius, 
the  other  against  the  Alogi*.  He  says  nothing 
which  tends  to  invalidate  the  evidence  of  Hip- 
politus  in  favour  of  the  Apocalypse,  but  much 
to  confirm  it. 

Origev  was  born  in  the  year  184  or  185, 
and  lived  to  his  70th  year.  Of  all  the  ancient 
fathers,  he  is  generally  acknowledged  to  have 
been  the  most  acute,  the  most  diligent,  the  most 
learned.  And  he  applied  these  superior  qualifi- 
cations to  the  study  of  the  holy  Scriptures. 
He  studied  them  critically,  with  all  that  investi- 
gation of  their  evidences,  and  of  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  books  and  of  the  text,  which  is 
now  become  a  voluminous  part  of  theological 
6tudics.  He  was  in  a  great  degree  the  Father 
of  Biblical  learning.  Such  a  man  could  not 
be  ignorant  of  the  objections  urged  by  Caius 
and  others,  against  the  authenticity  of  the  Apo- 
calypse. He  was  inclined  to  allow  all  the  weight 
of  their  popular  argument  against  it,  which 
was,  that  it  encouraged  the  Millenarians :  for 
Origen  was  a  decided  Anti-millenarian.  He 
appears  likewise  to  have  felt  the  full  force  of 
another  of  their  objections.  He  acknowledged 
and  was  distressed  by  the  dark  veil,  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  "  envelope  the  unspeakable 
14  mysteries  of  the  Apocalypsef."     But  these 

*  P.  479- 

f  See  a  fragment  of  Origen,  preserved  in  his  works,  and 
quoted  by  Lardncr,  art.  Origen. 
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objections,  whatever  other  influence  they  n 
have  in  the  mind  of  Origen,  did  not  indu 
him  to  reject  the  book.  He  received  it  readily 
and  implicitly.  He  quotes  it  frequently  as  "  the 
"  work  of  the  Apostle  John,  of  the  author  of 
"  the  Gospel  of  John,  of  the  Son  of  Zcbedee,  of 
"  him  who  leaned  on  the  bosom  of  Jesus*."  But 
to  what  shall  we  ascribe  this  decided  conclusion 
of  Origen,  so  hostile  to  his  own  prepossessions  ? 
To  what,  but  to  the  irresistible  weight  of  ex- 
ternal evidence,  which  obliged  him  to  acknow- 
ledge the  Apocalypse  as  the  undoubted  produc- 
tion of  John  the  Apostle?  No  one,  who  has 
taken  into  consideration  the  weight  of  this  evi- 
dence (even  as  it  now  appears  to  us),  and  the 
superior  qualifications  of  this  learned  and  in- 
quisitive Father  to  judge  of  it,  can  ascribe  the 
testimony,  which  we  derive  from  Origen,  to  any 
other  cause.  And  every  candid  person  must  be 
surprised  and  sorry  at  the  cavilling  questions  ad- 
vanced by  Michael isf,  by  which  he  endeavours 
to  represent  the  well-considered  and  respectable 
evidence  of  Origen,  as  depending  solely  on  the 
authority  of  his  master  Hippolitus,  or  (which  is 
still  more  extraordinary)  to  be  the  result  of  that 
duplicity,  which  our  author  attributes  (unjustly, 

*  Eu6eb.  H.  E.  lib.  vi.  c.  25.  Orig.  Horn,  in  lib.  Jer. ;  Com, 
in  Job.  p.  14  ;  Com.  in  Mat.  p.  417  ;  Cout,  Celsum,  lib.  vi, 
f  P.  4S0. 
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as  we  shall  endeavour  to  prove)  to "  Diony- 
sius*. 

But  from  other  passages  it  appears,  that  Mi- 
chaelis  felt  the  force  of  Origeu's  testimony  re- 
specting the  Apocalypse.  In  these  he  acknow- 
ledges it  to  be  "  greatly  in  its  favour-}- and  so 
it  will  remain;  for,  the  counterpoise  to  it,  which 
he  has  proposed,  arising  from  the  silence  of 
Papias,  has  been  shewn  to  have  very  little 
weight  J, 

I  shall  now  request  my  readers  to  review 
the  Biographical  Chart  presented  to  them  at 
page  52.  They  will  there  observe,  that  by  the 
addition,  which  is  made  to  the  writers  of  the  se- 
cond century,  by  the  testimonies  of  Hippolitus 
and  Origen,  the  evidence  is  carried  down  150 
years  from  the  first  publication  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse.  This  evidence  is  abundant,  (surprisingly 
so,  considering  the  mysterious  nature  of  the 

f  Nothing  can  be  more  express  and  positive  than  the  testimony 
of  Origen;  even  in  his  last  work,  his  book  against  Celsus, 
when  he  had  probably  seen  the  objections  of  Dionysius.  For 
Dionvsius  wrote  probably  before  the  rage  of  persecution  came 
on  in  250,  which  pursued  him  almost  to  his  death,  in  264  ;  but 
Origen  wrote  his  last  work  in  259,  the  year  before  he  died  :  but 
whether  or  not  Origen  lived  to  see  this  book  of  Dionysius,  he 
was  doubtless  acquainted  with  the  arguments  which  it  contains, 
respecting  the  authenticity  of  the  Apocalypse,  for  they  ha4  t^en 
been  many  years  current  in  the  world, 

t  P.  480. 

£  In  Chap.  iii. 
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book);  it  is  constant  and  uninterrupted*.  At 
no  time  docs  it  depend  upon  any  single  testi- 
mony  ;  many  writers  testify  at  the  same  period  ; 
and  these  witnesses  are  nearly  all  the  great  names 
of  ecclesiastical  antiquity  f.  To  their  evidence, 
which  is  for  the  most  part  positive  and  express, 
no  contradictory  testimony  of  an  external  kind 
has  been  opposed.  No  one  has  alleged  against 
the  Apocalypse  such  arguments  as  these: — "It 
"  is  not  preserved  in  the  archives  of  the  Seven 
"  Asiatic  Churches.  The  oldest  persons  in  those 
"  cities  have  no  knowledge  of  its  having  been 
"  sent  thither :  no  one  ever  saw  it  during  the 
"  life  of  John.    It  was  introduced  in  such  and 

• 

*  It  may  be  observed,  that  although  many  writers  give  their 
testimony,  yet  a  very  few  witnesses  may  be  selected,  who  can 
be  supposed  to  have  delivered  down  the  evidence  in  succession, 
during  the  first  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  the  Apocalypse. 
For  instance,  these  three,  Polycarp,  'Ircnseus,  Origen  ;  or,  Justin 
Martyr,  Tertullian,  Origen.  A  long  tradition  has  more  cre- 
dibility attached  to  it,  when  it  has  passed  but  through  few 
hands. 

f  Every  writer  quoted  by  Lardner  in  the  first  volume,  part  ii. 
of  his  Credibility  of  the  Gospel  History,  except  two  or  three,  of 
whom  short  fragments  only  remain,  is  to  be  found  in  our  list, 
and  this  volume  contains  all  the  writers  who  gave  testimony  to 
any  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  during  almost  the  whole  of  the 
first  century  after  the  Apocalypse  was  published.  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton asserts  truly,  that  "  no  other  book  of  the  New  Testament 
*f  is  so  strongly  attested,  or  commented  upon,  as  this."  Sir 
Isaac  Newton  on  Daniel  and  the  Apocalypse,  part  ii.  c.  1. 
p.  219. 

such 
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"  such  a  year,  but  it  was  contradicted  as  soon 
"  as  it  appeared*// 

Upon 

#  These  arguments  are  candidly  and  judiciously  suggested  by 
Michaelis,  and  he  allows  considerable  weight  to  them.  (p.  484.) 
But,  in  a  note  subjoined,  he  endeavours  to  invalidate  them  by 
observing, 

1.  That  "  only  a  few  extracts  from  the  writings  of  the  an- 
cient adversaries  of  the  Apocalypse  are  now  extant,  the  writings 
themselves  being  lost." 

2.  That  "  the  ancient  advocates  for  the  Apocalypse  have  like- 
wise not  alleged  any  historical  arguments  in  its  defence." 

To  these  objections  we  will  answer  shortly  : 

1.  If  the  learned  professor  had  allowed  any  weight  to  this 
kind  of  argument,  when  he  reviewed  the  evidence  of  Igna- 
tius and  Papias,  he  could  not  have  pronounced  their  silence 
H  as  a  decisive  argument,"  against  the  Apocalypse.  But  there  is 
a  difft  •rence  in  the  two  cases,  a  difference,  which  is  in  favour 
of  the  Apocalypse.  The  short  writings,  or  extracts  now  ex- 
tant, may  easily  be  supposed  not  to  contain  all,  or  perhaps 
any,  of  the  testimonies  which  they  bore  to  this  book,  which, 
from  its  mysterious  contents,  they  cannot  be  expected  often  to 
have  quoted.  And  if  such  testimonies  were  lost,  they  would 
not  be  renewed  by  subsequent  authors,  from  whom  all  that  we 
should  have  to  expect  would  be  such  a  general  testimony  as  An- 
dreas Cassariensis  gives  of  Papias,  namely,  that  Papias  bore  evi- 
dence to  the  Apocalypse.  But  if  in  any  of  the  writings  of  the 
ancient  adversaries  of  the  book,  any  such  arguments  as  these 
suggested  by  Michaelis  had  been  inserted,  they  could  not  have 
sunk  into  oblivion.  A  book  asserted  to  be  divine,  yet  having 
at  the  same  time  such  internal  evidence  against  it,  a6  Dionysius 
has  produced,  would  be  ever  regarded  with  a  jealous  eye;  and 
if  the  Alogi,  or  Caius,  or  Dionysius,  (and  these  are  all  the 
adversaries  of  whom  we  hear,)  had  recorded  any  such  allegation 
against  the  Apocalypse,  it  would  have  been  repeated  and  re- 
echoed by  its  adversaries  through  all  the  ages  of  the  Church. 

But 
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Upon  the  whole,  the  candid  examiner  cannot 
but  perceive,  that  the  external  evidence  for  the 
authenticity  and  divine  inspiration  of  the  Apo- 
calypse is  of  preponderating  weight;  and  that 
Michaelis  is  by  no  means  justifiable  in  repre- 
senting it,  when  placed  in  the  scale  against  the 
contrary  evidence,  as  suspended  in  equipoise. 
It  is  a  complete  answer  to  the  assertions  of  his 
third  section*,  to  affirm,  (and  we  now  see  that 
we  can  truly  affirm  it,)  that  the  authenticity  of 
the  book  was  never  doubted  by  the  Church, 
during  the  first  century  after  it  was  published : 
and  that  it  was  received  with  especial  reverence, 
as  divine  Scripture,  by  the  Asiatic  Churches,  to 
which  it  was  addressed,  and  by  their  colo- 
nies. 

But  if  there  were  any  foundation  for  such  allegations,  Polycarp 
and  Melito,  bishops  of  the  Seven  Churches,  would  not  have 
suffered  the  Apocalypse  to  pass  in  their  days  to  IrenaeuB,  as  a 
work  received  by  those  Churches  from  Saint  John. 

S.  On  the  second  objection  we  may  observe,  that  where  there 
was  no  contradiction,  there  most  certainly  needed  no  proof. 
The  silent  admission  of  the  Apocalypse,  by  the  early  fathers,  makes 
greatly  in  its  favour.  No  controversy,  shews  no  doubt.  And 
how  stands  the  evidence  in  the  case  of  other  acknowledged  books 
of  the  sacred  canon?  Are  we  expected  to  prove  that  all  the  epis- 
tles of  Saint  Paul  were  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  respective- 
Churches  to  which  they  were  written  ?  Far  otherwise :  no  such 
proof  is  made  ;  none  such  is  reasonably  expected.  We  shew  that 
the  epistles  were  undoubtedly  received  by  the  early  writers  of 
the  Church ;  this  is  proof  sufficient ;  and  we  have  this  proof 
abundantly  for  the  authenticity  of  the  Apocalypse. 

*  P.  48(3. 
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chap.  vii. 

THE  TESTIMONIES  OF  GREGORY  OF  NEOC.ESA- 
REA  ;  AND  OF  DIONYSIUSOF  ALEXANDRIA; 
OF  HIS  PRIVATE  OPINION  ;  THE  TESTIMO- 
NIES OF  OTHER  WRITERS  IN  THE  SAME 
CENTURY,  OF  RUSEB1US,  AND  THE  WRITERS 
IN  HIS  TIME,  AND  AFTER  HIM  ;  OF  THE  RE- 
CEPTION OF  THE  APOCALYPSE  AT  THE  RE- 
FORMATION. 


WlTII  the  last  chapter  I  might  have  fairly 
closed  all  that  need  be  said,  to  defend  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  Apocalypse,  by  external  evi- 
dence. For  what  addition  of  historical  testi- 
mony can  we  require ?  what  original  documents 
are  we  likely  to  procure?  or  what  weight  of 
contradictory  external  evidence  can  we  expect 
to  encounter,  in  the  times  beyond  those  we  have 
examined  ?  Who,  in  these  after-ages,  can  give 
us  information,  which  will  bear  comparison 
with  that  which  we  have  already  received  ?  or 
whom  of  the  succeeding  Fathers  can  wc  esteem 
equal  judges  with  Hippolitus  and  Origen, 
whether  it  be  of  the  evidence  already  pro- 
duced, or  of  the  questions  agitated  in  their 
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times*  concerning  the  authenticity  of  the  Apo- 
calypse* ? 

Yet  I  shall  pursue  the  subject,  because  it  has 
been  pursued  further  by  Michaelis.  It  is,  at 
least,  curious,  to  know  the  sentiments  of  later 
writers  on  the  external  evidence ;  though  the 
same  accuracy  in  examining  them  may  not  be 
required. 

Gregory  of  Neocaesarea,  surnamed  Thauma- 
turgus,  not  mentioned  by  Michaelis,  is  supposed 
to  have  referred,  in  his  Panegyrical  Oration, 
to  Rev.  iii.  7.  if  not  to  Isa.  xxii.  22.  The  ob- 
servation is  Lardner'sf,  who  remarks  also  that 
Gregory,  having  been  the  pupil  of  Origen,  and 
much  attached  to  that  great  man,  probably  re- 
ceived the  same  Canon  of  Scripture. 

Dionysius,  of  Alexandria,  was  another  pu- 
pil of  Origen,  and,  like  Gregory,  a  man  of  emi- 
nence. He  received  the  Apocalypse  as  a  divine 
prophecy,  which  he  represents  to  be  dark  in- 
deed and  enigmatical,  and  above  his  compre- 
hension, yet  certainly  divine;  and  he  says  he 
could  not  dare  to  think  otherwise  of  it,  since 
many  of  the  brethren  held  it  in  the  highest 
csteemj.  He  appeals  to  it,  likewise,  as  contain- 
ing a  divine  prophecy,  which  he  believes  to  have 

*  Dr.  Less,  In  his  History  of  Religion,  closes  his  evidence 
with  Origen,  and  Mr.  Marsh  observes,  that  farther  testimony  is 
unnecessary.    See  Introd.  vol.  i.  p.  3(Sl. 

f  Cred.  Gosp.  Hist.  art.  Greg,  of  N.  C. 

t  Euseb.  H.  E.  lib.  vii.  c.25. 

o  been 


Digitized  by  Google 


72 

beeti  fulfilled  during  his  own  times,  in  the  cha- 
racter and  conduct  of  the  persecuting  Em- 
peror Valerian  *.  At  the  same  time,  it  was*  the 
.opinion  of  Dionysius,  that  the  Apocalypse, 
though  of  divine  origin,  was  not  written  by  the 
Apostle  John,  but  by  some  other  John,  an  holy 
and  inspired  man.  But  where  are  the  grounds 
of  this  opinion  ?  Are  they  historical  ?  Does  he 
allege  in  their  support  any  external  evidence  ? 
any  tradition  of  the  Church?  No.  He  gives 
his  opinion  as  a  conjecture  formed  upon  the  in- 
ternal evidence  of  the  book,  on  certain  peculia- 
rities of  style  and  manner,  which  appeared  to 
him  discordant  from  those  of  Saint  John  in  his 
Gospel  and  Epistles. 

These  arguments  of  Dionysius  will  be  con- 
sidered, when  we  examine  the  internal  evidence, 
by  which  the  authority  of  the  book  is  supported 
or  invalidated.  It  is  our  present  business  to  report 
only  the  external  evidence  of  Dionysius.  And 
the  amount  of  this  is,  that  the  Apocalypse  was 
generally  received,  in  his  time,  as  a  sacred  pro- 
phecy, and  by  such  men  as  he  revered,  and 
wished  not  to  oppose ;  that  some  persons  had 
rejected  it,  and  ascribed  it  to  Cerinthus ;  that  he 
himself  believed  it  to  be  a  book  of  sacred  au- 
thority, doubting,  at  the  same  time,  whether  it 
Were  properly  referred  to  the  Apostle  John. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  Michaelis,  (and  Lardner 
has  afforded  some  occasion  for  it,)  that,  ai- 

*  Euseb.  II.  E.  lib.  vii.  c.  10. 
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though  Dionysius  professed  in  such  strong  terms 
his  reception  of  the  Apocalypse,  as  a  divine 
book  of  Prophecy,  yet  he  did  not  believe  it  such 
in  his  heart.  Dionysius  has  certainly  affirmed 
such  to  be  his  belief  in  plain  and  positive  terms  ; 
and  his  practice  was  agreeable  to  his  professions. 
For  we  have  seen  that  he  proceeded  so  far,  as 
to  explain  a  prediction  of  the  Apocalypse  as 
actually  fulfilled.  Now,  if  proofs  were  wanting 
of  the  sincerity  and  plain  Christian  honesty  of 
Dionysius's  character,  this  particular  fact,  that 
he  appealed  to  the  Apocalypse,  as  containing  a 
prophecy  which  he  believed  to  be  fulfilled, 
would  place  beyond  all  doubt,  that  he  believed 
that  book  to  be  inspired.  But  Dionysius  was 
confessedly  a  man  of  an  open,  artless  probity ; 
and  Lardner  celebrates  him  as  such,  adding, 
in  his  account  of  him,  that  he  had  at  the  same 
time  (which  is  a  usual  accompaniment  of  such 
a  character)  an  honest  and  excessive  warmth. 
But  the  conduct  which  Michaelis  attributes  to 
him  on  this  occasion,  is  that  of  a  sly,  captious 
hypocrite.  Certainly,  neither  the  general  cha- 
racter, nor  conduct  of  Dionysius,  nor  the  facts 
which  have  now  appeared  before  us,  can  in  any 
degree  warrant  such  a  conclusion*. 

This 

*  Michaelis  has  defended  his  opinion,  by  arguments  which 
appear  to  me  unequal  to  the  defence  of  it.  He  says,  that  Dio- 
nysius has  assigned  reasons  for  his  not  venturing  to  reject  the 
Apocalypse,  which  are  wholly  devoid  of  importance.  They  did 
noi  appear  such  to  Dionysius,  nor  will  ihey,  1  think,  to  the 
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Tins  Father  of  the  Church  appears  to  me  to 
have  thought,  that  he  was  doing  no  injury  to 

the 

generality  of  Christian  readers.  1.  "He  did  not  reject  It,  be- 
a  cause  many  of  the  brethren  held  it  in  the  highest  esteem." 
Now,  surely,  this  is  a  reason  which  must  be  allowed  to  have 
considerable  weight  on  the  mind  of  a  modest  and  sensible  man. 
The  pupils  of  Irenaeus,  of  Tertullian,  of  Hippolytus,  and  of 
Origen,  were  still  living.  They  had  been  taught  by  their  mas- 
ters, and  by  the  general  tradition  of  the  Chnrch,  to  consider  the 
Apocalypse  as  a  book  of  divine  authority  :  and  they  resisted 
the  ncw-fashioued  notions,  derived  from  the  Alogi  or  Caius, 
who  ascribed  it  to  Cerinthus,  <rnu**st  zealously.  Dionysius 
was  modest,  and  had  a  due  deference  to  the  opinions  of  such 
men,  and  he  censures  obliquely  those  who,  in  his  time  as  in 
ours,  delighted  to  run  counter  to  the  received  opinions  of  the 
Church. 

2.  The  other  reason,  which  Dionysius  assigns  for  not  reject- 
ing the  Apocalypse,  and  which  our  author  deems  also  weak  and 
unimportant,  is  in  answer  to  those  who  rejected  it,  because  it 
was  difficult  to  be  understood.  But  Dionysius  answers,  that. 
"  He,  for  his  part,  docs  not  reject  what  he  does  not  understand  : 
"  that,  not  being  able  to  understand  the  Apocalypse,  he  sup- 
"  poses  It  to  contain  a  sublimer  sense  than  his  faculties  can 
"reach;  and  to  become,  therefore,  the  object  of  his  faith, 
"  rather  than  of  his  understanding  ;  and  that  his  wonder  and 
"  admiration  are  in  proportion  to  his  ignorance."  Now,  this 
argument,  which  may  be  accounted  weak,  and  (from  such  a 
man  as  Dionysius)  insulting,  supposing  him  not  to  believe  the 
divine  inspiration  of  the  book,  will  be  found  to  carry  with  it  a 
considerable  force  and  efficacy,  if  we  suppose  bim  to  believe  it. 
Try  it,  by  an  application  of  it  to  other  difficult  parts  of  Scrip- 
ture, to  the  unfulfilled  Prophecies  of  Isaiah,  Erekiel,  or  Daniel. 
Shall  we  reject  these,  and  deny  their  divine  inspiration,  because 
we  do  not  understand  them  ?  Tar  otherwise.  They  have  been 
delivered  to  us  by  our  Christian  ancestors,  as  of  sacred  authority  s 
they  are  strongry  supported  by  external  evidence.    We  must 

wait 
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the  Apocalypse,  by  assigning  to  it  another  au- 
thor, instead  of  St  John,  to  "  some  holy  and 
"  heavenly  inspired  man."  So  far,  at  least,  he 
might  fairly  think,  that  he  was  defending  the 
book,  by  taking  away  the  foundation  of  those 
objections  to  it,  which  arose  from  the  dissimi- 
larity of  its  style  from  that  of  St.  John's.  And 
perhaps  he  might  reason,  that  as  the  Apocalypse 
is  not  evangelical  history,  it  may  not  necessarily 
require  the  evidence  of  an  eye-witness  of  our 
Lord's  life;  that  as  it  is  not  a  book  revealing 
doctrines  and  rules  of  conduct,  it  may  not  be 
necessarily  confined  to  the  pen  of  an  Apostle ; 
but  that  some  other  holy  martyr,  some  aposto- 
lical man  (for  the  time  of  its  date  implied  so 
much)  might,  like  Daniel,  or  other  Prophets  of 
the  Old  Testament,  be  selected  by  the  Spirit, 
to  convey  these  visions  to  the  Church.    I  do  not 

wait  the  time  of  their  completion  with  pious  awe  and  pa- 
tience. We  may  not  be  able  to  understand  them  ;  we  may 
zconder,  but  we  cannot  reject.  Would  the  Jews,  who  lived 
before  our  Saviour's  time,  have  been  justified  in  rejecting 
the  dark  and  enigmatical,  and,  to  appearance,  contradictory 
prophecies,  which  represented  him  as  a  triumphal  king  and  con- 
queror, despised  and  rejected  of  men,  &c.  merely  because  they 
did  not  understand  them  ?  This  argument  of  Dionysius  is  not, 
therefore,  u  wholly  devoid  of  importance."  It  was  that  which 
influenced  all  the  Fathers  of  the  Church ;  who,  although  they 
understood  not  the  Apocalypse,  received  it  on  its  external  evi- 
dence with  pious  veneration,  anJ  delivered  it  to  succeeding 
times.  And  it  is  our  duty  to  follow  their  example,  modestly 
and  diligently  to  interpret  what  we  can,  and  to  deliver  tlx>  re- 
mainder to  be  fulfilled  and  interpreted  in  future  ages. 

give 
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give  this  as  a  sound  and  authorized  conclusion, 
but  as  such  an  one  as  may  perhaps  have  satis- 
fied the  mind  of  Dionysius,  who  certainly  found 
a  great  stumbling-block  in  the  style  and  manner 
of  the  Apocalypse,  and  yet  appears  by  his  pro* 
fession,  and  by  his  practice,  to  have  received  it 
as  an  inspired  book. 

I  have  extended  my  observations,  I  fear,  to 
an  unwarranted  length,  in  this  attempt  to  re- 
concile the  opinions  of  Dionysius.  But  I  was 
moved  to  it  by  a  desire  to  do  justice  to  a  cha- 
racter which  stands  deservedly  high  in  Ecclesias- 
tical History;  to  exculpate  an  eminent  Chris- 
tian Father,  from  the  charge  of  setting  an  ex- 
ample, under  which  the  late  Mr.  Gibbon  might 
have  sheltered  his  artful,  disingenuous,  and  in- 
sulting attack  upon  the  Christian  religion.  I 
shall  return  to  my  subject;  first  remarking  on 
the  external  evidence  collected  from  Dionysius, 
that  whatever  notion  may  obtain  concerning  his 
private  opinions,  it  is  at  least  clear,  from  his 
testimony,  that  the  Apocalypse  was  generally 
received  in  his  time,  and  in  high  estimation 
with  those  Christians  whom  Dionysius  himself 
revered. 

"  After  the  age  of  Dionysius,"  says  our  au- 
thor*, "  the  number  of  ecclesiastical  writers, 
"  who  quote  the  Apocalypse  as  a  divine  work, 
"  especially  of  the  members  of  the  Latin  Church, 
"  begins  to  increase.    But  as  they  are  of  less 

•  P.  484. 
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"  importance  than  the  more  ancient  writers,  and 
"  I  have  little  or  nothing  to  remark  on  their 
".quotations,  I  shall  content  myself  with  barely 
"  mentioning  their  names,  and  referring  to  Lard- 
"  ner,  by  whom  their  quotations  are  collected 

Little  more,  indeed,  can  be  done ;  to  the 
weight  of  evidence  already  produced,  not  much 
can  now  be  added  ;  nor  can  it  be  deemed  to  di- 
minish from  it,  if  some  writers  of  account  in 
later  times,  influenced  perhaps  by  the  arguments 
advanced  by  Dionysius  and  by  others,  concern- 
ing the  internal,  have  been  backward  to  admit 
the  external  evidence  for  the  Apocalypse. 

This  book  was  received,  as  of  sacred  autho- 
rity, in  the  times  of  Dionysius,  by  Cyprian,  and 
by  the  African  Churches ;  by  the  Presbyters 
and  others  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  who  cor- 
responded with  Cyprian ;  by  divers  Latin  au- 
thors whose  history  is  abstracted  by  Lardner; 
by  the  anonymous  author  of  a  work  against  the 
Novatians ;  by  the  Novatians  themselves ;  by 
Commodian ;  by  Victorinus,  who  wrote  a  com- 
mentary upon  it;  by  the  author  of  the  poem 
against  the  Marcionites ;  by  Methodius,  who 
also  commented  upon  it;  by  the  Manichaeans ; 
by  the  later  Arnobius ;  by  the  Donatists ;  and 
by  Lactantius. 

All  these  evidences  in  favour  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse are  admitted  by  Michaelis,  who  expresses 
no  doubt  concerning  any  of  them,  excepting 

*  See  Lardner's  Crcd.  Gosp.  Hist,  part  ii.  vol.  ii.  p.  777,  &<?. 
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the  Manichaeans,  whose  evidence,  in  another 
passage,  he  seems  to  allow  *. 

We  now  come  to  the  testimony  of  Eusebius, 
which  may  deserve  a  more  particular  attention. 
To  this  valuable  collector  of  Ecclesiastical  His- 
tory (which  would  otherwise  have  perished),  we 
are  indebted  for  many  important  testimonies  of 
ancient  authors  in  favour  of  the  Apocalypse, 
which  have  already  been  vproduccd.  And  by 
him  we  have  been  informed  of  all  the  objections 
which  were  made  to  it,  by  Caius  and  Diony- 
sius,  which  seem  to  have  had  a  considerable  in- 
fluence upon  the  learned  Christians  of  Euse- 
bius's  age,  and  to  have  occasioned  some  doubt 
among  them,  whether  they  should  receive  the 
Apocalypse  into  their  catalogue  of  undoubted 
books  of  Holy  Writ,  or  place  it  among  those  of 
less  authority.  Eusebius  represents  the  matter 
as  in  debate,  and  not  yet  determined,  at  the 
time  he  wrote  his  Ecclesiastical  History.  He 
promises  further  information  when  the  matter 
shall  be  settled  by  the  testimony  of  the  an- 
cients; but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever 
gave  it. 

We  may  be  enabled  to  form  some  notion  of 
the  nature  of  this  debate  concerning  the  Apoca- 
lypse,  by  attending  to  what  Eusebius  has  de- 
livered upon  the  subject.  He  has  distributed 
into  four  classes  all  the  books  pretending  to 
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a  place  in  the  sacred  canon  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment*. 

1.  The  O pokey* fxsyot,  AvacpPttex]ci9  books  univer- 
sally read,  aud  admitted  to  be  genuine. 

2.  AvriKsyopivoi,  *0^j  Tvm^ipoi  Tot$  TloXKois,  books 

objected  to  by  some,  yet  acknowledged  by  the 
many,  by  the  greater  part  of  the  Church. 

3.  N<?0o/,  spurious,  or  apocryphal  books,  whose 
authenticity,  or  whose  divine  inspiration,  was 
denied  by  the  Church,  but  which  might  be  use- 
fully read,  as  containing  pious  thoughts,  and  no 
bad  doctrine. 

4.  Books  published  by  heretics,  which  no  Fa- 
ther of  the  Church  has  deigned  to  support  with 
his  external  evidence,  and  which  have  no  sup- 
port of  internal  evidence,  being  discordant  from 
the  apostolical  writings,  both  as  to  matter  and 
manner. 

Eusebius  places  the  Apocalypse  in  the  first, 
and  also  in  the  third  class ;  but  as  it  cannot  be- 
long to  both,  so,  in  placing  it  in  each  of  these 
classes,  he  adds,  u  <pwetn9  "  if  it  should  so  seem 
"  proper."  It  was  to  stand  in  one  of  these 
classes,  when  the  question  concerning  its  pre- 
tensions should  be  determined.  Hence  may  be 
inferred,  that  the  question  was  then  so  far  set* 
tied  in  the  mind  of  Eusebius,  that  it  must  be- 
long either  to  the  first  or  third  class,  and  by  no 
means  to  the  second  or  fourth.  It  was  not  then 
esteemed,  with  the  books  of  the  fourth  class,  a 

*  H.  E.  lib.  iit.  c.  25. 
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forgery  of  the  heretics  ;  it  was  not  the  work  of 
Cerinthus.  From  this  silly  notion  of  it,  first 
started  by  the  Alogi,  it  was  now  fairly  delivered. 
The  quotations  of  the  early  Fathers,  as  well  as  in- 
ternal  evidence  arising  from  the  book,  which  is 
contradictory  to  the  tenets  of  Cerinthus,  and 
affords  support  to  no  heresy,  had  saved  it  from 
this  class. 

Nor  it  was  it  to  be  placed  in  the  second  class ; 
with  the  Epistles  of  James,  Jude,  &c.  books, 
which  a  considerable  part  of  the  Christian  world 
had  not  received,  though  they  were  generally 
acknowledged  to  be  of  divine  authority.  This 
determination,  excluding  the  Apocalypse  from 
the  second  class,  seems  to  import,  that  the 
Apocalypse,  until  the  times  of  Eusebius,  was 
almost  universally  received  by  the  Church.  The 
doubts  concerning  it  had  arisen  only  in  the 
minds  of  a  few  learned  critics,  who,  from  an 
examination  of  the  style  and  other  internal 
marks,  were  induced  to  contend  that  it  was  not 
the  work  of  Saint  John.  If  it  should  be  deter- 
mined to  be  Johns  work,  it  was  then  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  same  class  with  his  Gospel  and 
first  Epistle.  If  it  were  found  not  to  be  written 
by  that  Apostle,  it  was  yet  allowed  to  be  the 
work  of  some  other  pious  apostolical  John,  and 
then,  as  it  could  not  be  placed  in  the  first  class, 
with  the  writings  of  the  Apostles,  it  was  to  be 
consigned  to  the  same  class  with  the  writings  of 
apostolical  men ;  with  the  Epistle  of  Barnabas, 
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with  Hermas,  and  other  books  which  the  ancient 
Church  considered  as  written  by  persons  whose 
names  they  bear,  and  which  were  read  by  Chris- 
tians, as  we  read  the  apocryphal  books  of  the  Old 
Testament,  for  the  pious  matter  contained  ia 
them,  but  not  considered  as  of  divine  authority. 

It  appears  then,  that,  in  the  times  of  Eusc- 
bius,  the  Apocalypse  had  its  place  among  the 
genuine,  undoubted  books  of  sacred  Scripture. 
There  he  first  places  it ;  but  as  some  learned  or 
ingenious  critics  had  produced  arguments,  which, 
if  allowed  by  the  Church,  would  degrade  it  from 
this  exalted  situation,  he  prepares  for  it  likewise 
another  place,  in  which  it  would  stand,  if  these 
arguments  should  prevail.  The  place  prepared 
for  it  shews  that  the  attempt  of  its  adversaries 
did  not  go  so  far  as  to  denominate  it  a  forgery,  or 
an  impious  book,  but  the  work  of  a  pious  and 
eminent  Christian,  if  not  of  an  Apostle  *.  Yet  all 
the  inquiries,  set  on  foot  by  these  doubters,  seem 
not  to  have  brought  the  matter  to  a  conclusion. 
They  who  made  objections  to  the  style  and  man- 
ner of  the  Apocalypse,  appear  not  to  have  suc- 
ceeded in  their  attempt  to  degrad  eit,  by  the  pro- 
duction of  any  external  and  historical  proofs. 
Eusebius  produces  only  a  conjecture,  "perhaps 
"  John  the  Presbyter  was  its  author  f  but  what 

*  The  attempt,  in  modern  times,  is  to  mark  it  as  a  forgery, 
"  a  spurious  production,  introduced  probably  into  the  world  after 
u  the  death  of  St.  John,"  p.  487  ;  but  how  totally  unsupported 
by  external  evidence! 
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weight  could  be  allowed  to  such  a  conjecture, 
unsupported  by  any  historical  evidence,  and  not 
given  to  the  world  till  above  two  hundred  years  m 
after  the  Apocalypse  was  written  ?  Eusebius,  in- 
deed, seems  to  lay  little  stress  upon  it,  for  he  adds 
immediately  afterwards,  u,  If  it  be  not  insisted 
"  upon  to  be  the  former  John/'  that  is,  John  the 
Apostle. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  are  not  to  be  surprised 
that,  in  Eusebius  s  time,  the  claims  of  the  Apo- 
calypse to  its  situation  in  the  sacred  canon,  should 
meet  with  some  opposition.  Two  hundred  years 
had  now  elapsed  since  it  had  been  published  to 
the  world;  many  of  the  authentic  documents 
which  supported  its  authenticity,  had  probably 
perished  in  the  Dioclcsian  persecution*;  the 
prophecies  which  it  contained  were  still  dark 
and  apparently  unfulfilled  f ;  they  had  been 
abused  by  the  Millenarians  ;  the  style  and  man- 
ner had  been  pointed  out  to  be  unlike  that  of 
St.  John ;  the  criticisms  of  Dionysius  had  in- 
fluence with  many;  yet  no  one,  however  desirous, 
from  these  and  other  concurring  causes,  of  in- 
validating the  authority  of  the  book,  appears  to 
have  been  able  to  produce  any  external  evidence 
which  might  suit  the  purpose. 

•  See  the  devastation  made  at  that  time  in  the  records  of  the 
Church,  as  described  by  Eusebius,  H.  E.  lib.  viii.  cap.  '2. 

f  Epipbanius  mentions  the  Alogi,  as  rejecting  the  Apocalypse, 

nmong  Other  reasons,        T«  t»  ry  anrttxaXv^u  Qafkvi  km  oxoif<»*r  ftftjjuufix* 

(Hair.  M.)  and  he  seems,  in  some  measure,  to  admit  the  reason- 
ableness of  their  excuse. 
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It  was  received,  after  the  times  of  Eusebius,  by 
the  Latin  Churches,  almost  without  exception. 
Jerome,  the  most  learned  and  diligent  inquirer  of 
that  century,  pronounced  positively  in  its  favour; 
and  was  followed  universally  by  the  Fathers  of 
the  Western  Churches :  and  from  him  we  learn 
the  grounds  upon  which  he  received  the  Apoca- 
lypse, which  he  assigns  to  be  w  the  authority  of 
*  the  ancients  that  is,  external  evidence ;  and 
he  tells  us  at  the  same  time,  that  he  does  not 
follow  "  the  fashion  of  his  times,"  that  fashion 
by  which  some  of  the  Greek  Churches  were  in- 
duced to  reject  the  Apocalypse. 

This  fashion  of  the  times  seems  to  have  con- 
sis  ted  in  a  daring  contempt  of  the  testimonies  of 
the  ancient  Church,  and  a  ready  acquiescence  in 
those  arguments  which  were  confidently  drawn 
from  internal  evidence.  Yet,  notwithstanding 
this  fashion,  which  appears  to  have  had  consi- 
derable prevalence  in  the  Greek  Church,  and 
perhaps  to  have  influenced  those  eminent  men, 
Cyril  of  Jerusalem,  and  John  Chrysostom, 
(neither  of  whom  appears  to  have  quoted  the 
Apocalypse,)  many  of  great  name  in  the  Greek. 
Church  appear  still  to  have  received  it;  and, 
in  the  fourth  century,  it  is  supported  by  testi- 
monies in  this  Church  from  Athanasius,  Basil, 

*  Nequaquam  bujus  temporis  consuetudinem,  sed  veterum 
awctoritateui  sequentes.    Hierom.  Epist.  ad  Dardan.  torn.  ii. 
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Epiphanius,  Gregory  of  Nyssa,  and  Gregory  of 
Nazianzum  *. 

Yet 

*  Michaelis  says,  «  Gregory  of  Nyssa  places  the  Apocalypse} 
«  among  the  apocryphal  writings ;"  but  he  omiu  to  tell  us,  that, 
in  the  very  same  passage,  this  Father  quotes  Rev.  iii.  15,  as  the  work 

**  of  Johli    tht  tivailgelist."      Hxwa  th  tv«yyt\<r«  l«ar»«  l»  anrox^vpcif 

0/*f«(  TMtrttstt  atitiy(x»Tt>s  Xiyortot*.  If  the  Apocalypse  were  apo- 
cryphal in  the  opinion  of  Gregory,  he  could  not  attribute  it  to 
John  the  Evangelist,  but  he  calls  it  apocryphal,  because  it  was 
now  accounted  such  by  many  of  the  Greek  Church.  There  are 
books  of  the  Old  Testament  which  are  called  apocryphal  by  our 
Church ;  yet  some  of  these  have  been  deemed  divinely  inspired 
by  our  own  writers.  If  such  a  writer  sliould  quote  from  such  a 
book,  for  instance,  from  the  Second  Book  of  Esdras,  and  intro- 
duce his  quotation  after  the  manner  of  Gregory  ;  "  I  have  heard 
4i  the  Prophet  Ezra,  in  the  Apocrypha,  say,"  we  should  conclude 
that  he  esteemed  the  Second  of  Esdras  as  the  work  of  Ezra  the 
Scribe,  and  an  inspired  writer  in  the  Old  Testament,  the  work  of 
a  divine  Prophet.  Somewhat  of  this  kind  has,  1  believe,  hap- 
pened in  our  own  times. 

The  testimony  of  Gregory  of  Nazianzum  has  been  accounted 
doubtful,  and  is  considered  as  such  by  our  author.  The  evidence 
Which  places  this  Father  against  the  claims  of  the  Apocalypse,  b 
this,  that  it  is  not  to  be  seen  in  his  catalogue  of  canonical  books. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  we  collect  from  the  representation  of  An* 
dreas  Caesariensis,  and  of  Arethas,  in  their  respective  commenta- 
ries on  the  Apocalypse,  that  Gregory  received  it ;  and  Lardner 
has  produced  two  passages  from  his  works,  in  which  it  is  clearly 
quoted  as  of  Divine  Authority  f.  Surely  the  weight  of  evidence 
preponderates  on  this  side.  And  I  have  some  suspicion  that  the 
Apocalypse  had  a  place  originally  in  Gregory's  Catalogue,  but 
that  it  was  erased  from  it  by  the  zeal  of  some  Greek  Christians, 

*  tntuara  Ordinal,  t.  ii.  p.  144. 

f  Se«  tbeni  in  Unfaier'a  Cted.  Gosp.  HUl.  art.  Greg:  Naaian*.— '0  w>,  I 
•  JfX9^"®''  *y  ■  mmfimffvtft    These  vrord«  of  Rev.  L  8.  art  quoted  by  GrOfr 
Nat.  at  *poken  of  the  Son.    Orat.  xxxv.  edit.  Morelli,  p.  573. 
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Yet  it  will  easily  be  conceded,  that  many  of 
the  Greek  Church,  for  some  centuries  after  Eu* 
sebius,  and  probably  upon  the  authority  of  those 
who  in  his  time  determined  from  internal  evi- 
dence that  the  Apocalypse  was  not  to  be  referred 
to  his  first  class  of  sacred  bucks,  rejected  the 
Apocalypse*.  .  ■  . 

Of  the  Syrian  Churches  we  have  no  satisfactory 
information,  how  early  or  to  what  extent  they 
received  the  Apocalypse.  In  the  fourth  century, 
it  appears  by  the  testimony  of  Ephrem  that  it 
was  received  by  them,  and  probably  much  sooner, 
since  the  translated  works  of  Hippolitus,  that 

who  rejected  the  Apocalypse.  In  this  Catalogue  we  read  these 
words,  describing  St.  John, 

which  may  be  literally  translated,  «  The  great  Herald,  or  Mes- 
"  senger,  who  went  to  learn  in  heaven  *  but  where,  or  when,  is 
it  said  that  the  Evangelist,  St.  John,  ascended  to  heaven,  to  be 

*        *  * 

divinely  instructed,  and  to  be  the  Messenger  and  Herald  of 
Divine  information?  No  where  but  in  the  Apocalypse,  where  he 
is  called  thither  by  the  heavenly  voice,  *»«C«  Rev.  iv.  1 ;  The. 
zeal  of  a  transcriber  may  have  carried  him  to  omit  the  passage,  in 
which  Nazianzene  mentions  the  Apocalypse  :  but  this  expression 
remains  as  it  was  written,  and  seems  to  indicate  that  such  a  pas- 
sage once  existed,  and  that  Gregory  received  the  Apocalypse  as 
the  work  of  John  the  Evangelist. 

#  It  has  commonly  been  urged,  as  a  testimony  against  the 
Apocalypse,  that  it  was  rejected  by  the  Council  of  Laodicea  in 
363.  But  Michaelis  professes  himself  satisfied  that  the  Catalogue 
of  Sacred  Writings  annexed  to  the  canons  of  that  Council,  has 
been  clearly  shewn  to  be  a  forgery,  p.  48§. 

•  *#it*«  has  peculiarly  this  sense  j 
Diwemli  cau*a  adeo,  frequento. 
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tenowned  champion  for  the  book,  were  much 
Tead,  and  in  high  request  among  those  Christians 
who  used  the  Syriac  language  *. 

It  is  useless  to  pursue  the  history  of  the  Apo- 
calypse, through  the  dark  ages  of  the  Church* 
No  external  evidence  is  to  be  expected  from 
such  times.  At  length  the  light  of  the  Reforma- 
tion followed  the  reproduction  of  learning,  and  a 
free  and  critical  inquiry  was  instituted  into  the 
testimony  of  the  ancients,  as  well  as  into  the  in- 
ternal evidence  of  the  book.  And  what  was  the 
result  ?  The  Apocalypse  is  generally,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, almost  universally  received  as  canonical 
Scripture.  Luther,  and  some  of  the  first  Re- 
formers, had  their  doubts  concerning  it;  but 
these  soon  subsided,  being  over-ruled  by  the 
more  profound  and  accurate  examination  of  other 
learned  men.  And  although  the  Articles  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  are  represented  by  Michaelis  to 
leave  the  question  open ;  yet  he  tells  us  at  the  same 
time,  M  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Lutheran 
"  divines  refer  the  Apocalypse,  without  doubt  or 
"  scruple,  to  the  class  of  canonical  writings  of  the 
"  New  Testament  t " 

The  Church  of  England  was  blessed  with 
the  important  privilege  of  settling  her  articles  and 
her  canon  of  Scripture  at  a  later  period ;  at  a 
time  when  the  testimonies  of  the  ancients  con- 
cerning the  books  of  Scripture,  were  more  accu- 
rately ascertained ;  when  the  first  crude  notions 

*  P.  479.  f  P.  501. 
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of  the  Reformers  had  been  matured  into ;■  *tfe 
opinions,  by  the  progress  of  time  and  of  tnitij*. 
But  the  Church  of  England  had  no  hesitation  to'* 
place  the  book  of  Apocalypse  in  her  sacred 
canon  ;  and,  I  doubt  not,  her  sons  will  continue 
to  supply  her  with  irrefragable  reasons  for  retain- 
ing it. 

And  here  I  close  what  I  have  been  able  to  col- 
lect of  the  external  evidence  for  the  Apocalypse. 

We  have  seen  its  rise,  as  of  a  pure  fountain, 
from  the  sacred  rock  of  the  apostolical  Church. 
We  have  traced  it  through  the  first  century  of  its 
passage,  flowing  from  one  fair  field  to  another, 
identified  through  them  all,  and  everywhere  the 
same.  As  it  proceeded  lower,  we  have  seen  at- 
tempts to  obscure  its  sacred  origin,  to  arrest  or 
divert  its  course,  to  lose  it  in  the  sands  of  anti- 
quity, or  bury  it  in  the  rubbish  of  the  dark  ages. 
We  have  seen  these  attempts  repeated  in  our 
own  times,  and  by  a  dextrous  adversary  f.  But 
it  has  at  length  arrived  to  us,  such  as  it  flowed 
forth  at  the  beginning. 

•  This  is  a  remarkable  instance  of  good  coming  out  of  evil. 
The  advantage  arose  from  the  subjugated  state  in  which  this  Church 
was  holden,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Reformation,  by  ihc  tyrannical 
hand  of  Henry  the  Eighth.  This  retarded  the  settlementof  our  eccle- 
siastical opinions,  till  they  were  more  maturely  considered,  during 
thirty  years  of  inquisitive  research  into  every  subject  of  this  nature. 


Iliad.  O.  615. 
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In  short,  so  far  as  the  question  concerning  the 
Apocalypse  is  to  be  determined  by  external  evi- 
dence, we  may  indubitably  pronounce  that  the 
book  is  to  be  received  as  Divine  Scripture,  communi- 
cated to  the  Church  by  John  the  Apostle  and  Evan- 
gelist. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

THE  INTERNAL  EVIDENCE  RESPECTING  THE 
apocalypse;  FROM  THE  COMPLETION  OF  ITS 
PROPHECIES  J  FROM  ITS  CORRESPONDENCE 
IN  POINT  OF  DOCTRINE  AND  OF  IMAGERY 
WITH  OTHER  BOOKS  OF  DIVINE  AUTHORITY  I 
OBJECTIONS  OF  MICHAELIS  ANSWERED; 
TRUE  CHARACTER  OF  THE  BEAUTY  AND 
SUBLIMITY  IN  THIS  BOOK  ;  ARGUMENT 
THENCE  DERIVED;  COMPARISON  OF  THE 
APOCALYPSE  WITH  OTHER  WRITINGS  OF  THE 
SAME  AGE!  HERMAS  AND  SECOND  BOOK  OF 
ESDRAS.  OBJECTION  ARISING  FROM  THE 
OBSCURITY  OF  THE  BOOK  ANSWERED. 


We  now  proceed  to  the  internal  evidence : 
In  the  examination  of  which,  we  no  longer  rely 
on  external  witnesses  :  we  searcli  the  work  itself; 
we  try  its  interior  marks  and  character ;  and  de- 
termine, by  the  judgment  thence  arising,  whe- 
ther it  be  of  divine  authority.  The  inquiry  will 
be  two-fold.  1st,  Whether,  from  the  internal 
form  and  character  of  the  Apocalypse,  it  appears 
to  be  a  book  of  divine  inspiration.  2dly,  Whe- 
ther it  appears  to  have  been  written  by  the 
Apostle  John. 

II  2  I.  If 
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I.  If  all,  or  indeed  most  Christians,  were  agreed 
upon  the  same  interpretation  of  the  Apocalyptic 
Prophecies,  this  question  might  be  determined  by 
a  short  and  summary  proceeding.  It  would  only 
be  necessary  to  ask — Have  these  prophecies  been 
fulfilled  ?  for,  if  it  be  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
the  consequence  immediately  follows  ;  the  Pro- 
phet was  inspired,  and  his  book  is  divine. 

This  criterion  may,  in  some  future  time,  when 
the  Apocalyptical  Prophecies  have  been  more 
successfully  studied,  produce  sufficient  evidence 
to  the  point  in  question.  But  it  cannot  be  ap- 
plied  at  present,  so  as  to  produce  general  convic- 
tion. We  must  argue  from  points  in  which  there 
is  a  more  general  agreement.  Omitting  there- 
fore for  the  present,  the  important  question 
(which  it  would  take  a  very  large  compass  to  dis- 
cuss) whether  the  prophecies  have  been  generally 
fulfilled  or  not,  we  may  consider  the  book  inde- 
pendently of  this  evidence.  We  may  compare 
the  doctrines  which  it  exhibits,  and  the  pictures 
and  images  which  it  presents,  with  those  con- 
tained in  other  writings  universally  acknowledged 
to  be  of  divine  authority. 

To  do  justice  to  this  topic,  would  require  a  re- 
gular examination  of  the  whole  book,  a  particular 
induction  of  passages,  by  a  comparison  of  which 
with  other  texts  of  Scripture,  their  agreement  or 
dissimilarity  would  appear,  and  arguments  bo 
derived,  to  determine  whether  it  came  from  the 
same  source,    This  proceeding  would  be  too  ex^ 
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tensive  and  voluminous  for  the  sketch  I  now 
offer  *  ;  but,  as  I  am  not  altogether  unpractised 
in  these  researches,  I  feel  myself  justified  in  mak- 
ing  this  general  assertion*  that*  upon  comparing 
the  Apocalypse  with  the  acknowledged  books  of 
divine  Scripture,  I  have  almost  universally  found 
the  very  same  notions,  images,  representations, 
and  divine  lights,  as  in  other  sacred  Scriptures; 
yet  not  delivered  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  ap- 
parently copied  from  other  inspired  writers,  but 
from  some  original  prototype  of  the  same  kind* 
which  these  other  writers  also  seem  to  have  co- 
pied. There  is*  in  short,  between  the  writer  of  the 
Apocalypse,  and  his  predecessors  in  the  sacred 
office  of  Prophet,  that  Concordia  ditcors,  that  agree* 
ment  in  matter,  but  difference  in  manuer,  which 
is  observed  in  painters,  who  delineate  and  colour 
in  different  stations  from  the  same  original  object ; 
and  this  will  be  allowed  to  be  a  strong  internal 
evidence  of  the  divine  origin  of  the  Apocalypse. 
I  should  feel  myself  obliged  to  treat  more  at  large 
this  subject,  if  much  had  been  advanced  by  the 
adversaries  of  the  Apocalypse,  to  deny  this  fact. 
The  ancient  objection  made  by  some  before  Dio- 
nysius,  that  "  the  Apocalypse  is  unworthy  of  any 
"  sacred  writer,"  is  not  now  persisted  in,  and  de- 
serves not  a  particular  refutation ;  it  will  indeed 
be  refuted  in  every  step  as  we  proceed. 
Michaelis  has  allowed  that  the  internal  strue- 

•  It  is  attempted  in  some  measure  in  the  Annotations  which 
follow. 
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tureof  the  Apocalypse  is  noble  and  sublime;  that 
"  the  imitation  of  the  ancient  Prophets  is,  for  the 
M  most  part,  more  beautiful  and  more  magnificent 
"  than  the  origiual  *  ;  more  short,  more  abound- 
"  ing  in  picturesque  beauties  -\\"  Whilst  1  agree 
with  him  in  this  decision,  I  would  point  out  the 
cause  of  it.  It  is  not  to  be  accounted  for  from 
the  superior  ability  or  art  of  the  writer  (for  there 
is  in  him  no  aim  at  eloquence),  he  drew  simply, 
nay,  with  rude  lines,  from  the  heavenly  ejects  be- 
fore him ;  they  were  frequently  the  same  objects 
from  which  other  sacred  penmen  had  coloured  ; 
but  they  were  presented  to  the  writer  of  the  Apo- 
calypse in  a  more  noble  attitude  and  appearance, 
by  his  Divine  Conductor. 

The  Doctrines  or  Christianity  are  by  no 
means  a  principal  subject  of  the  Apocalypse; 
but  if  we  advert  to  the  doctrines  delivered  in  this 
book,  we  shall  find  a  perfect  congruity  with  those 
delivered  in  other  apostolical  writings.  No  doc- 
trines are  herein  taught,  which  are  in  the  least 
degree  at  variance  with  any  divine  revelation  of 
the  New  Testament.  Michaelis  entirely  acquits 
the  Apocalypse  of  the  general  and  unfounded 
charge  advanced  by  Luther,  that  u  Christ  is  not 
"  taught  in  it*;"  but  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that 
he  afterwards  qualifies  this  just  concession,  by 
asserting  that  "  the  true  and  eternal  Godhead  of 
"  Christ  is  certainly  not  taught  so  clearly  in  the 
"  Apocalypse,  as  in  St.  John  s  Gospel."  Could 

#  P.  533,  534.  |  P.  543.  J  P.  538. 
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he  expect  so  clear  an  exposition  from  a  prophecy, 
which  respects  chiefly  future  events,  as  from  a 
Gospel  which  the  ancients  have  described  as 
written  principally,  with  the  view  of  setting  forth 
the  divine  nature  of  Christ?  But  tjiis  divine  na- 
ture is  also  set  forth  in  the  Apocalypse  ;  and  as 
clearly  as  the  nature  of  the  book,  and  as  symbols, 
can  express  it.  He  is  described  as  sitting  on  the 
throne  of  his  Fathers  glory,  "  in  the  midst"  of 
that  throne,  far  beyond  the  cherubim,  far  above 
all  principalities  and  powers;  and  all  the  heavenly 
inhabitants  are  described  as  falling  prostrate  be- 
fore him,  as  to  their  God  *.  And  all  this  is  ex- 
hibited in  a  book  which  denies  worship  to  angels  f. 
But  lest  symbols  should  not  carry  sufficient  ex- 
pression with  them,  words  unequivocal  are  added. 
He  is  called  (and  no-where  else  in  Scripture  but 
in  St.  John's  writings)  "  the  Word  of  God  %" 
which  (notwithstanding  all  that  our  author  has 
advanced  to  lower  the  meaning  of  the  expression) 
can  be  understood  only  in  the  same  sense  as  the 
same  words  of  the  Gospel,  to  which  indeed  it  evi- 
dently refers.  The  primitive  Christians  under- 
stood it  in  this  sense ;  and  because  it  could  be 
understood  in  no  other,  the  Alogi  rejected  the 
Apocalypse  for  the  same  reason  that  they  re- 
jected the  Gospel  of  St.  John  §.  Our  Lord  is 
also  described  in  the  Apocalypse,  as  the  "  Alpha 
M  and  Omega,"  the  first  and  the  last ;  which 

*  Rev.  iii.  21-  v.  6.  ad  fin.  f  Ch.  xxii.  8. 

%  Ch.  xix.  IS.  §  Epiphauius,  Haer.  51. 
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expression,  notwithstanding  any  attempts  to  lower 
its  signification,  will  be  understood  by  orthodox 
Christians  to  mean  that  divine  nature,  which 
from  "  the  beginning  was  with  Cod,"  the  original 
Creator  and  final  Judge  of  the  world. 

With  the  same  view  of  supporting  his  argu- 
ment, Michaelis  has  represented  the  dignity  of 
Christ  as  lessened  in  the  Apocalypse,  because  he 
happens  to  be  mentioned  after  the  Seven  Spirits, 
which  our  author  supposes  to  represent  seven  an- 
gels. But  thiscannot  be  thus  interpreted  ;  because 
the  Seven  Spirits  si  and  before  the  throne,  but  Christ 
has  his  seal  upon  it,  and  in  the  midst  of  it.  And, 
indeed,  reasons  may  be  assigned,  why  Christ  is 
mentioned  after  the  Seven  Spirits.  They  arc  re- 
presented standing  in  presence  of  the  throne, 
before  he  enters  to  take  his  seat.  They  compose  a 
part  of  the  heavenly  scenery,  and  are  so  necessarily 
connected  with  the  throne,  and  with  Him  that 
$ate  thereon,  that  the  mention  of  the  one  brings 
the  mention  of  the  other.  But  our  Lord  was  not 
seen  till  afterwards.  And  if  he  be  mentioned 
last,  it  is  only  to  dwell  the  longer  upon  his  divine 
glories,  which  occupy  four  verses  in  this  descrip- 
tion ;  whereas  the  Seven  Spirits  are  only  named. 

There  is  one  passage  in  the  Apocalypse,  which, 
by  having  been  literally  and  improperly  inter- 
preted, has  given  offence  to  pious  Christians  in 
all  ages  of  the  Church,  as  introducing  doctrines 
inconsistent  with  the  Gospel  purity.  This  is  the 
description  curtained  in  a  part  of  the  twentieth 
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chapter,  where  the  servants  of  Christ  are  seen 
raised  from  the  dead,  to  reign  with  him  a  thou- 
sand years.  But  this  is  no  doctrine,  it  is  a.  pro- 
phecy, delivered  in  a  figurative  style,  and  yet 
unfulfilled.  Such  a  prophecy,  no  judicious  person 
will  attempt  to  explain  otherwise  than  in  very 
general  terms :  much  less  will  he  draw  from  it 
any  doctrine,  contradictory  to,  or  inconsistent 
with,  the  known  word  of  God.  The  prophecy, 
we  trust,  will,  in  its  due  time,  be  fulfilled,  and 
thereby  the  truth  of  God  will  be  gloriously  mani- 
fested. In  the  mean  time  it  must  be  received 
as  the  word  of  God,  though  we  understand  it 
not.  The  extravagant  notions  of  the  Chiliasts  are, 
therefore,  no  just  imputation  on  the  Apocalypse; 
which  must  not  be  accused  of  containing  un- 
scriptural  doctrines,  in  passages  which  cannot  yet 
be  understood.  Other  places  of  the  Apocalypse, 
which  are  objected  to  by  our  author  in  his  section 
on  "  The  Doctrine  delivered  in  the  Apocalypse," 
will  be  found  to  contain  no  doctrines,  but  figura- 
tive representations  of  future  events,  which  he  ap- 
pears to  have  misconceived. 

We  may,  therefore,  truly  assert  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse, that,  fairly  understood,  it  contains  nothing 
which,  either  in  point  of  doctrine,  or  in  relation 
of  events,  past  or  to  come,  will  be  found  to  con- 
tradict any  previous  divine  revelation.  It  accords 
with  the  divine  counsels  already  revealed.  It  ex- 
pands and  reveals  them  more  completely.  We 
sec  the  gradual  flow  of  sacred  prophecy  (accord- 
ing 
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ing  to  the  true  tenour  of  it,  acknowledged  by  di- 
vines), first  a  fountain,  then  a  rill,  then,  by  the 
union  of  other  divine  streams,  increasing  in  its 
course,  till  at  length  by  the  accession  of  the 
prophetical  waters  of  the  New  Testament,  and, 
above  all,  by  the  acquisition  of  the  apocalyptical 
succours,  it  becomes  a  noble  river,  enriching  and 
adorning  the  Christian  land. 

Michaelis  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  beauti- 
fully sublime,  the  affecting  and  animating  manner 
in  which  the  Apocalypse  is  written.  But  in  what 
does  this  extraordinary  grandeur  and  pathos  con- 
sist ?  Not  in  the  language,  as  he  seems  to  ima- 
gine; for  the  evidence  which  he  brings  to  confirm 
this  notion,  goes  directly  to  refute  and  contradict 
it.  "  The  Apocalypse,"  says  he,  "  is  beautiful 
«*  and  sublime,  &c.  not  only  in  the  original,  but 
"in  every,  even  the  worst  translation  of  it*/' 
But  is  this  the  description  of  a  beauty  and  sub- 
limity arising  from  language?  Will  such  stand 
the  test  of  a  bad  translation  ?  far  otherwise. 
Beauty  which  consists  in  language  only,  is  seen 
to  vanish  with  the  language  in  which  it  was 
written,  and  in  translation  is  very  seldom  pre- 
served. But  there  is  another  kind  of  beauty, 
another  kind  of  sublimity,  which  even  a  bad 
translation  may  convey :  and  excellence  which 
stands  this  trial,  is  found  to  consist,  not  in  lan- 
guage, but  in  ideas  and  imagery.  These,  in  the 
Apocalypse,  are  so  grand,  so  simple,  so  truly 

*  P.  533,  and  again  ch.  isr.  sect.  S.  p.  112. 
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sublime,  that,  even  rudely  represented  in  any 
language,  they  cannot  fail  to  elevate,  to  alarm, 
or  to  delight.  This  prophetical  book  can  boast, 
indeed,  no  beauty  of  diction,  so  far  as  respects 
mere  language.  The  words  and  expressions  are 
r-ude  and  inharmonious,  and,  on  this  account, 
there  is  no  book  that  will  lose  less  by  being  trans- 
lated. But  this  pure  and  simple  sublimity,  which 
is  independent  of  the  dress  of  human  art,  and  to 
be  found  perhaps  only  in  the  sacred  Scriptures, 
whence  was  it  derived  to  this  book  ?  which,  on 
this  account,  must  be  pronounced  to  be  either 
an  heavenly  production,  like  the  other  divine 
writings ;  or,  such  an  imitation,  such  a  forgery, 
as  the  Christian  authors  of  that  time  were  not 
.likely,  were  not  able,  to  produce.  For  there  has 
been  observed  to  be  a  very  unequal  gradation 
and  descent,  in  point  of  pure,  simple  eloquence, 
just  sentiment,  and  unsullied  doctrine,  from  the 
Apostles,  to  the  Fathers  of  the  Church.  And  this 
circumstance  has  been  applied,  as  an  argument, 
to  shew,  that  the  books  of  the  New  Testament 
are  of  superior  origin,  and  could  not  be  fabri- 
cated by  those  Fathers,  or  in  those  times  *.  The 
same  argument  may  be  applied  to  the  origin  of 
the  Apocalypse,  and  with  more  force  and  effect, 
since  it  appears  to  have  been  published  in  the  very 
times  of  these  first  Fathers.  "  Whence,"  we  may 

■ 

ask,  almost  in  the  words  of  Scripture,  "  whence 

*  By  Le  Clerc,  and  by  Jortin,  Eccl.  Hist. 
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46  hath  this  book  these  things  ?  What  wisdom 
"  this  which  is  given  unto  it*?" 

In  the  word  of  God  there  is  a  grandeur  and 
majesty  independent  of  the  accidents  of  lan- 
guage, consisting  in  the  greatness  and  sublimity 
of  the  tilings  revealed.    Men  of  genius  may 
catch  some  sparks  of  this  heavenly  fire,  they 
may  imitate  it,  and  with  considerable  success. 
But  no  one  is  found  so  confident  in  this  kind  of 
strength,  as  to  neglect  ihe  arts  of  composition. 
Mahomet  was  a  man  of  superior  genius;  in  writ- 
ing his  pretended  revelation,  he  borrowed  much 
from  the  Sacred  Scriptures;  he  attempted  often, 
in  imitation  of  them,  to  be  simply  sublime; 
but  he  did  not  trust  to  this  only ;  he  endeavour- 
ed to  adorn  his  work  with  all  the  imposing 
charms  of  human  eloquence,   and  cultivated 
language  ;  and  he  appealed  to  the  perfection  of  his 
compositions,  as  a  proof  of  their  divine  original. 
Such  an  appeal  would  have  little  served  his  cause 
in  a  critical  and  enlightened  age ;  which  would 
expect  far  other  internal  proofs  of  divinity, 
than  those  which  result  from  elegant  diction. 
The  learned  of  such  an  age  would  reject  a  pro- 
phet appealing  to  a  proof  which  has  never  been 
admitted  with  respect  to  former  revelations;  a 
prophet,  who  both  in  doctrine,  and  in  the  re- 
lation of  events,  past  and  future,  is  seen  to  con- 
tradict, or  add  strange  extravagant  conceits  to 

♦  Mark  vi.  3. 
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the  credible  and  well-attested  revelations  of  for- 
mer  times*. 

There  is  nothing  of  this  kind  in  the  Apoca- 
lypse. Compare  it  with  forged  prophecies: 
many  such  have  been  written  ;  some  calculated 
to  deceive,  others  only  to  amuse.  These  works, 
if  they  amaze  us,  as  appearing  to  have  been  ful- 
filled, are  commonly  found  to  have  been  written 
after  the  events  foretold,  and  to  have  a  retrospec- 
tive date  which  does  not  belong  to  themf.  But 
no  one  can  shew  that  the  Apocalypse  contains 
prophecies,  which  were  fulfilled  before  they 
were  written. 

We  have  accounts,  in  ecclesiastical  history, 
of  several  apocalypses  or  revelations,  besides  this 
of  Saint  John  ;  of  St.  Peter,  of  St.  Paul,  of  St. 
Thomas,  of  St.  Stephen  %.  Will  these  bear  any 
comparison  with  the  Apocalypse  of  St.  John? 
Let  our  author  speak  of  them;  he  knew  per- 
fectly all  that  remains  of  them,  and  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  what  the  ancients  have  delivered 
concerning  those  that  have  perished.     "  The 

*  In  the  Koran,  which  admits  the  heavenly  origin  and  divine 
mission  of  Jesus  Christ,  he  is  represented  as  returning  to  the 
earth,  marrying,  begetting  children,  and  embracing  the  Ma- 
hometan doctrines  ;  and  this  is  said  plainly  and  without  figure  or 
mystery ;  and  the  reasons  are  plain  why  it  is  so  said. 

f  Thus  the  Sibylline  Oracles,  the  Testaments  of  the  Twelve 
Patriarchs,  Virgil's  Anchises  in  the  Elysian  Fields,  Gray's 
Bard,  &c. 

t  Euseb.  H.  E.  iii,  cap.  3.  25.  vi.  c.  14.    Gelasius  do  lib. 
Apocryph. 

f<  spurious 
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"  spurious  productions  of  those  ages  (of  the  first 
u  and  second  century),  which  were  sent  into  the 
"  world  under  the  name  of  Apostles,  are,  for 
"  the  most  part,  very  unhappy  imitations,  and 
"  discover  evident  marks  that  they  were  not 
"  written  by  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  as- 
u  cribed*. 

Fragments  of  these  may  be  seen  in  the  Codex 
Apocryph.  of  Fabricius;  in  Grabe's  Spicilegia  ; 
and  in  Jones's  Canon  of  the  New  Testament; 
and  may  be  compared  with  the  simple  and 
scriptural  dignity  of  our  Apocalypse.  The  Fa- 
thers of  the  first  centuries  compared  them  at 
length,  and  rejected  all,  but  this  acknowledged 
work  of  Saint  John.  And  this  they  guarded 
with  so  sedulous  a  care,  as  to  preserve  it,  in 
the  main,  free  from  interpolations;  while  the 
genuine  productions  of  apostolical  men,  of  Igna- 
tius, Polycarp,  &c.  are  known  to  have  suffered 
from  the  contact  of  profane  pens. 

Two  works  of  ecclesiastical  writers  of  the  first 
or  second  century,  still  preserved,  and  in  some 
degree  venerated,  by  our  Church  or  its  mem- 
bers, may  be  compared  with  the  Apocalypse. 
They  are  the  rivals  which  come  nearest  to  it ; 
they  are  proaimi — longo  intcrvallo.  I  mean  the 
Visions  of  Hernias,  and  of  the  apocryphal  Es-  . 
dras.  The  former  contains  the  relation  of  some 
dreams,  which  the  writer  may  have  possibly  be- 
lieved to  be  real  inspiration,  or  may  have  in- 

*  Introduct.  to  N.  T.  vol.  iv.  ch.  xxvii.  sect.  1. 
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vented  as  useful  allegory.  The  imagery  oF  fhiV 
book  is  borrowed  from  Scripture,  but  in  a  ser- 
vile style  of  imitation,  which  indicates  no  sight 
or  communication  of  any  original  vision.  There 
is  nothing  which  makes  "  our  hearts  burn  within 
"  us,M  as  we  read.  The  preceptive  and  doc- 
trinal parts  of  this  book  are  simple  and  moral, 
and  were  therefore  used  in  the  ancient  Church 
to  initiate  youth  into  religion  *.  But  although 
such  an  use  of  the  book  could  not  fail  to  spread 
a  prejudice  in  its  favour,  it  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  received  by  the  ancients  as  a  divine 
work  ;  at  least  it  was  so  received  by  very  fewf*. 

The  second  book  of  apocryphal  Esdras,  though 
preserved  by  our  Church  among  those  which 
may  be  read  "  for  instruction,  but  not  to  esta- 
"  blish  doctrine  J,"  is  convicted  nevertheless  of 
evident  forgery.  The  author  has  assumed  a 
name  and  age  to  which  he  had  no  title,  and  his 
prophecies  which  appear  fulfilled,  were  evident- 
ly written  after  the  events  foretold.  He  has 
otherwise  a  superior  dignity  to  Hermas,  and 
imitates  more  successfully  the  sacred  prophets. 
He  has  made  great  use  of  the  prophecies  of  the 

*  Euseb.  H.  E.  lib.  Hi.  c.  3. 

f  See  Leland's  Crcd.  Gosp.  art.  Hermas,  and  also  vol.  viii. 
f)8.  xii.  158,  where  he  speaks  with  much  information  and  learned 
inquiry,  concerning  the  apocryphal  books  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment. 

{  Articles  of  Religion,  art.  vl. 

Apocalypse. 
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Apocalypse*.  But  a  particular  comparison  of 
the  passages  in  each  writer  would  involve  us  in 
too  long  a  disquisition.  I  mention  these  books, 
that  the  reader  may  compare  them  at  his 
leisure. 

J3y  the  preceding  observations  we  may  appear 
fully  to  have  answered  the  objection  to  the  Apo- 
calypse, which  first  proceeded  from  the  Alogi, 
and  was  afterwards  taken  up  by  some  of  the 
Church,  that  not  Saint  John,  or  any  Apostle, 
but  that  Cerinthus,  or  some  false  fabricator,  was 
the  author  of  the  workf. 

1  pass  on  to  the  consideration  of  an  objection 
against  the  Apocalypse,  which  is  also  connected 
with  its  internal  evidence ;  preferred  against  it 
in  very  early  times,  and  often  repeated  even  to 
this  day,  the  obscurity  of  the  book.  This  was  the 
grand  stumbling  block  with  the  ancient  Fathers; 
and  it  continues  to  be  such  with  Michaelis,  who 
frequently  repeats  it  %. 

To  this  general  charge  of  obscurity,  a  general 
answer  may  be  given.  How  can  you  expect  a 
series  of  prophecies,  extending  from  the  apos- 
tolical age  to  the  consummation  of  all  things,  to 
be  otherwise  than  obscure  ?  It  is  the  nature  of 
such  prophecy  to  give  but  an  imperfect  light §, 

*  See  Mr.  Cray's  learned  and  judicious  account  of  this  book. 
Cray's  Key  to  the  Old  Testament. 

t  Michaelis  has  shewn,  from  internal  evidence,  that  Cerinthus 
could  not  be  its  author,  p.  4(59. 

J  P.  459,  502,  50.1,  511. 

|  2  Pot.  i.  19.    I  Pet.  i.  10,  II,  12. 
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«ven  in  the  case  of  prophecies  fulfilled  ;  because 
the  language  in  which  they  are  delivered  is 
symbolical,  which,  though  governed  by  certain 
rules*,  and  therefore  attainable  by  the  judicious 
among  the  learned,  is  nevertheless  very  liable 
lo  misconstruction,  in  rash  and  unskilful  hands. 
But  prophecies,  yet  unfulfilled,  are  necessarily 
involved  in  deeper  darkness,  because  the  event 
is  wanting  to  compare  with  the  prediction,  which 
of  itself  is  designedly  obscure :  "  For  God  gave 
"  such  predictions  not  to  gratify  men's  curiosity 
"  by  enabling  them  to  foreknow  things ;  but 
"  that  after  they  were  fulfilled,  they  might  be 
"  interpreted  by  the  events  and  his  own  provi- 
"  dence,  not  that  of  the  interpreter,  be  then 
"  manifested  thereby  to  the  worldt.,, 

This  same  objection  of  obscurity  will  operate 
as  forcibly  against  many  of  the  prophecies  of 
the  Old  and  of  the  New  Testament,  as  against 
those  of  the  Apocalypse  ;  particularly  the  pre- 
dictions which  appertain  to  the  latter  day$%. 

The 

*  See  this  explained  in  Bishop  Lowth's  Prelections,  p.  69,  70, 
and  in  Bishop  Hurd's  Sermons  on  Prophecy. 

t  Sir  Isaac  Newton  on  Daniel,  &c.  p.  Q5X, 

$  The  Jewish  Sanhedrim  doubted  at  one  time  whether  tl*ey 
should  not  reject  the  book  of  Ezekiel  from  their  Canon  of  Scrip- 
ture ;  and  one  principal  argument  of  this  debate  was  Hit  extreme 
obscurity  of  the  boo!:.  Calmefs  Dissert,  vol.  ii.  p.  369.  Sir 
Isaac  Newton  argues  otherwise  concerning  the  Apocalypse ;  lie 
argues  from  internal  evidence,  that  41  it  is  a  part  of  this  pro- 
u  phecy,  that  it  should  not  be  understood  before  the  last  age  of 

1  **  the 
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The  book  of  Daniel,  which  has  our  Saviour's 
seal  to  it*,  must  be  rejected  with  the  Apoca- 
lypse, if  it  be  a  sufficient  objection  to  it,  that  it 
is  yet  in  many  places  obscure. 

But  with  respect  to  the  Apocalypse,  Michaelis 
has  helped  us  to  some  specious  arguments, 
whereby  to  shew  that  the  difficulties  of  the 
book  have  not  yet  been  fairly  encountered  ;  that 
the  men,  who  have  attempted  to  explain  it, 
have  not  been  possessed  of  the  necessary  requi- 
sites 1*.  To  those  who  entertain  this  opinion, 
that  "  the  prophecies  of  the  Apocalypse  have 
"  not  been  satisfactorily  interpreted,"  this  might 
be  a  sufficient  answer;  for  by  such  persons  a 
hope  may  be  yet  entertained  that,  as  the  failure 
in  expounding  the  Apocalypse  is  to  be  ac- 
counted for,  by  the  want  of  proper  qualifica- 
tions in  the  expounders,  this  defect  may  in  time 
be  obviated.  But  the  greater  part  of  learned 
Christians  who  have  applied  themselves  to  the 
study  of  the  Apocalypse,  are  not  of  this  opi- 
nion. They  are  persuaded  that  a  part  of  these 
prophecies  have  received  their  completion.  But 
if  that  were  not  the  case,  if  no  such  conviction 
were  obtained ;  surely  they  would  not  be  jus- 
tified in  rejecting  a  book  so  authenticated  as 

"  the  world  ;  and  therefore  it  makes  for  the  credit  of  the  pro- 
"  phecy  that  it  is  not  yet  understood."   Sir  I.  Newton  on  Pro- 
phecy, ch.  i.  p.  251, 
*  Matt.  xxiv.  15. 

* 

t  P.  505—511. 
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divine,  merely  because  they  do  not  yet  under- 
stand it.  If  such  had  been  the  rash  proceed- 
ings of  the  Primitive  Fathers  of  the  Church,  we 
should  not  at  this  time  have  possessed  the  book. 
But  it  has  pleased  divine  Providence  to  preserve 
it  to  us,  and,  if  we  cannot  yet  understand  it,  it 
is  our  duty  to  deliver  it  to  the  studies  of  pos- 
terity. 

We  canuot  know  what  ages  of  Christianity  are 
yet  to  come ;  in  what  manner  the  predictions  of 
the  book  may  yet  be  fulfilled ;  nor  what  portion 
of  the  Divine  Spirit,  or  of  human. knowledge, 
may  be  yet  granted  to  explain  it  The  prophe- 
cies, now  dark,  may,  to  future  generations,  be- 
come "  a  shining  light/1  and  the  apocalyptical 
predictions,  rendered  clear  by  their  completion, 
serve  as  an  impregnable  bulwark  of  Christian 
faith,  during  the  later  ages  of  the  militant 
Church.  Difficulties  are  found  in  the  abstruser 
parts  of  every  kind  of  speculative  knowledge. 
Every  study  has  its  dark  recesses,  not  hitherto 
penetrable  by  human  wit  or  industry.  These 
apocalyptical  prophecies  are  among  the  deeper 
speculations  in  the  study  of  divinity.  And  are 
we  to  be  surprised,  that  man  meets  with  diffi- 
culties here;  man  whose  bold,  prying  insolence 
is  checked  in  the  paths  of  every  science,  by 
the  incomprehensible  greatness  of  the  works 
of  God  ! 

We  may,  therefore,  conclude,  that  no  just 
cause  has  been  assigned  to  induce  us  to  reject 

1 2  the 
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the  Apocalypse ;  but  that  many  good  reasons, 
arising  from  internal  evidence,  and  concurring 
with  the  forcible  arguments  drawn  from  the 
testimonies  of  the  ancients,  require  us  to  re- 
ceive it  as  a  book  of  divine  inspiration  But 
whether  as  the  work  of  John  the  Apostle  and 
Evangelist,  will  be  the  subject  of  inquiry  in  the 
next  chapter. 
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chap.  ix. 

T)F  THE  INTERNAL  EVIDENCE  RESPECTING 
THE  QUESTION,  WHETHER  THE  APOCALYPSE 
WAS  WRITTEN  BY  ST.  JOHN.  DR.  LARD- 
NER'S  OPINION;  OPINIONS  OF  OTHERS.  AR- 
GUMENTS OF  DIONYSIUS  OF  ALEXANDRIA 
UNDER  FIVE  HEADS;  ANSWERS  THERETO, 
AND  TO  THE  OBJECTIONS  OF  MICH  AE  LIS. 
INQUIRY  WHETHER  JOHN  THE  EVANGELIST, 
AND  JOHN  THE  DIVINE,  WERE  BY  THE  AN- 
CIENTS ACCOUNTED  THE  SAME  PERSON.  EVI- 
DENCE FROM  A  PASSAGE  IN  THE  BOOK  THAT 
IT  WAS  WRITTEN  BY  ST.  JOHN.  RECAPITU- 

* 

LATION   AND  CONCLUSION. 


THE  next,  and,  I  believe,  the  only  subject 
remaining  to  be  considered  is,  whether,  if  we 
admit  the  Apocalypse  to  be  an  inspired  book, 
we  are  also  to  receive  it  as  the  writing  of  John, 
the  Apostle  and  Evangelist. 

We  have  already  seen  it  expressly  declared  to 
be  such,  by  unexceptionable  witnesses,  who 
lived  in  or  near  to  the  times  when  it  was  first 
received  by  the  Seven  Churches ;  who  had  ample 
means  of  information;  and  were  interested  to 
know  from  whom  the  Churches  had  received  it. 

Such 
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Such  were  Justin  Martyr,  Irenaeus  the  disciple 
of  Polycarp,  Tertullian,  Origen,  and  others  who 
preceded  them.  This  external  evidence  appear- 
ed of  such  preponderating  weight  to  the  candid 
and  judicious  Lardner,  (who  entertained  no  pre- 
judice in  favour  of  the  Apocalypse,  which  he 
appears  to  have  little  studied  or  understood*)  as 
to  have  drawn  from  him  this  conclusion,  twice 
repeated  ;  "  It  may  be  questioned,  whether  the 
"  exceptions  founded  on  the  difference  of  style, 
"  and  such  like  things,  or  any  other  criticisms 
"  whatever,  can  be  sufficient  to  create  a  doubt 
M  concerning  the  author  of  this  book,  which  was 
"  owned  for  a  writing  of  John,  the  Apostle  and 
"  Evangelist,  before  the  times  of  Dionysius  and 
"  Caius,  and,  so  far  as  we  know,  before  the  most 
"  early  of  those  who  disputed  its  genuineness  f" 
But  it  is  a  part  of  our  proposed  plan  to  con- 
sider these  exceptions  and  criticisms.  They 
arose  in  the  third  century,  and  are  detailed  in 
the  writings  of  Dionysius  of  Alexandria ;  and 
the  objections  are  by  him  placed  in  so  strong  a 
light,  that  little  has  been  added  to  them  by 
subsequent  critics.  The  answers  to  them  that  I 
have  seen  are  those  by  Mill,  in  his  Prolegomena 
to  the  New  Testament;  by  Bishop  Gibson,  in 
his  Pastoral  Letters ;  by  Blackwall,  in  his  Sa- 
cred Classics ;  which,  with  those  of  other  writers, 

*  Supplement,  vol.  iii.  p.  372. 

t  Cred.  Gosp.  Hist.  vol.  iv.  p.  733.  Supplement,  vol.  iii. 
p.  364. 
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have  been  abridged  and  presented  to  the  public, 
with  useful  additions,  by  Lardner,  in  his  Cre- 
dibility of  the  Gospel  History*.  I  shall  state  the 
objections  of  Dionysius,  as  reduced  by  Lardner 
to  five  heads  «f\  I  shall  subjoin  to  them,  in  a 
short  compass,  such  answers  as  appear  to  me  to 
have  been  satisfactorily  produced,  or  I  shall  sub- 
stitute others ;  and  I  shall  note  occasionally 
those  objections  of  Michaelis,  which  have  not 
yet  been  answered. 

I.  "  The  Evangelist  John  has  not  named  himself, 
"  in  his  Gospel,  nor  his  catholic  Epistle ;  but  the 
"  writer  of  the  Revelation  nameth  himself  more 
"  than  once.*' 

This  argument  appears  to  me  to  stand  on  very 
weak  and  untenable  foundations :  yet  Michaelis 
has  thought  proper  to  repeat  it  %.  Is  it  possi- 
ble for  us  to  know,  at  tnis  distance  of  time, 
with  no  historical  information  on  the  subject, 
what  special  or  private  reasons,  then  existing, 
occasioned  an  apostolic  writer,  either  to  disclose 
or  conceal  his  name  ?  Thus  far  the  answer  is 
general :  but  let  us  enter  more  particularly  into 
the  charge.  1.  "  The  Apostle  who  put  his  name 
"  to  the  Apocalypse,  has  omitted  to  do  so  to 
u  the  Gospel"  But  was  it  usual  for  the  Evan- 
gelists to  put  their  names  to  their  Gospels  ?  Is 
any  other  Gospel  published  with  the  name  of  its 

*  Art.  Dionysius  of  Alexandria, 
t  Part  I.  vol.  iv.  p  730. 
%  P.  534. 
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author  ?  Not  one.  It  was  not  the  apostolic 
practice:  yet  John,  of  all  the  Evangelists,  ap- 
proaches nearest  to  a  disclosure  of  his  name  ;  he 
discloses  by  various  circumlocutions,  that  he, 
the  Apostle  John,  wrote  that  Gospel ;  and  this 
we  know,  from  what  he  has  delivered  to  us  by 
such  circumlocution,  as  clearly,  as  if  he  had 
expressly  written  his  name*.  2.  M  But  though 
u  this  answer  may  be  satisfactory  respecting  St. 
"  John's  Gospel,  can  we  defend  by  it  the  same 
<*  omission  in  his  Epistles  ?"  An  epistle,  in- 
deed, generally  requires  the  name  of  its  author 
to  be  inserted  ;  and  for  that  reason,  among 
others,  the  name  of  John  is  inserted  in  the 
Apocalypse,  which  is  written  in  the  form  of  an 
epistle.  Yet  there  may  be  exceptions  to  this 
general  rule;  and  we  see  such  evidently  in  the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  which  is  written  with- 
out a  name.  But  the  omission,  if  such,  in  the 
three  Epistles  of  St.  John,  need  not  be  sheltered 
under  this  precedent.  We  may  otherwise  ac- 
count satisfactorily  for  their  being  published 
without  his  name. 

The  two  last  Epistles  are  short  letters,  famU 
liarly  addressed  to  individual*  t ;  and  the  writer 
calls  himself,  not  by  the  name  of  John,  but  by 
the  appellation  of  the  Eider,  by  which  he  was 
probably  as  well  known,  in  the  familiar  cooffe 

*  John  xxi.  CO,  &c.  xix.  Cu.  xiii.  &a 
t  Src  Michaelis,  Introd.  ch.  xxxii.  sect.  Hi. 
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rence  which  beheld  with  these  his  correspondents, 
as  if  he  had  written  his  name  John.  He  was,  in- 
deed,  at  the  time  he  wrote  these  Epistles,  the 
Elder  of  the  Christian  Church,  not  only  far  ad- 
vanced in  years,  but  the  sole  survivor  of  all  his 
apostolic  brethren.  Such  an  appellation,  in  a 
private  letter  to  an  individual,  amounts  to  the 
same  as  the  writers  name. 

But  what  shall  we  say  to  the  omission  of 
his  name  in  the  First  Epistle?  Michaelis  shall 
assist  us  to  clear  up  this  difficulty.  He  pro- 
nounces this  writing  of  St.  John  to  be  "  a  trea- 
M  tise  rather  than  an  Epistle,"  and,  therefore, 
says  he,  it  has  neither  the  name  of  the  writer  in 
the  beginning,  nor  the  usual  salutations  at  the 
end*.  Therefore,  in  all  these  writings  of  our 
Apostle,  the  insertion  of  his  name  appears  to 
have  been  unnecessary  ;  in  the  Gospel,  because 
such  had  not  been  the  practice  of  the  other 
Evangelists  ;  in  the  treatise,  because  in  that  like- 
wise it  would  have  been  informal;  in  the  two 
familiar  Epistles,  because  another  well-known 
appellation  supplied  its  place.  But  in  the  Apo- 
calypse, which  is  written  in  the  epistolary  form, 
not  to  any  individual,  but  to  seven  Christian  com- 
munities, and  is  commanded,  by  Him  who  gave  the 
Revelation,  to  be  written  and  addressed  to  themf, 
the  Apostle  could  not  do  otherwise  than  prefix 

*  See  his  arguments  at  largo,  vol.  iv.  ch.  xxx.  sect.  ii.  p.  400, 
401. 
t  Ch.i.  v.  1J. 
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his  name.  And  when  he  had  prefixed  it,  we  can- 
not deem  it  surprising,  that  he  should  repeat  it, 
in  passages  where  he  relates  to  them  the  wonder- 
ful sights  which  he  had  seen.  For  such  a  repeti- 
tion conveys  this  assurance ;  "  Be  not  incredu- 
"  lous,  I  John,  whom  you  can  trust,  whom  you 
<fi  can  safely  believe,  I  John  saw  these  things/' 
This  same  Apostle  had  before  given  them  warn- 
ing not  to  believe  every  pretence  to  inspiration, 
but "  to  try  the  spirits  whether  they  are  of  God*." 
It  was  necessary,  therefore,  when  he  sent  them 
this  Revelation,  to  assure  them  thai  in  receiving 
it  they  would  not  be  deceived.  He  assures  them, 
therefore,  that  he  himself,  the  only  surviving 
Apostle,  the  president  of  the  Churches,  whom 
they  well  knew  by  the  name  of  John,  had  seen 
these  visions.  There  was,  therefore,  no  vain 
egotism  in  this  repetition,  as  hath  been  vainly 
imagined ;  it  was  necessary,  and  to  us  of  these 
later  times  it  is  a  proof,  that  some  person,  of 
considerable  weight  and  influence  with  the 
Churches,  was  the  author  of  the  Apocalypse; 
but  his  name  was  John ;  and  who  could  this  be, 
but  John  the  Apostle  and  Evangelist?  who, 
we  are  assured  was  banished  to  Patmos,  where 
the  visions  of  it  were  seen  -f\ 

II.  The  second  objection  is,  that  "  though  the 

*  1  John  iv.  1. 

t  Hegesippus,  apud  Euscb.  lib.  Hi.  c.  SO.  23.  Tertullian.  ApoT. 
c.  5.    Hierom.  torn.  x.  p.  100.    Larduer's  Supp.  cb.  ix.  s.  5. 
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"  writer  of  the  Revelation  calls  himself  Jo 
"  lias  not  shewn  us,  that  he  is  the  Apostle  of  £ 
"  name."    Michaelis  expects  that  he  should  at 
least  have  made  himself  known  by  some  such 
circumlocution  as  he  had  used  in  the  Gospel, 
"  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved." 

In  answer  to  this,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  shew, 
that  such  addition  to  the  name  of  John  was 
totally    needless.     He    wrote   to    the  Seven 
Churches,  and  from  Patmos,  in  which  island  he 
expresses  that  "  he  is  suffering  tribulation  for  the 
u  word  of  God,  aud  the  testimony  of  Jesus 
"  Christ/'    All  the  Churches  knew  that  he  was 
then  suffering  banishment  in  that  island,  and  they 
knew  the  cause  of  it,  **  for  the  word  of  God." 
An  Epistle,  containing  the  history  of  a  heavenly 
vision,  seen  by  John  in  the  island  of  Patmos, 
required  no  other  addition.    What  John  would 
write  John  alone,  without  other  addition  or  ex- 
planation, excepting  the  great  John,  John  the 
Apostle  and  president  of  all  the  Churches  ?  A 
private  person  would  have  described  himself  by 
the  addition  of  his  father's  name,  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  ancients.    A  Bishop  or  Pres- 
byter would  have  added  the  name  of  his  church; 
but  John,  the  Apostle,  needed  no  such  distin- 
guishing mark  or  appellation.    A  fabricator  of 
an  Epistle,  containing  a  revelation  in  St.  John's 
name,  would  perhaps  have  added  his  titles  of 
"  Apostle  of  Jesus  Christ,"  &c.  or  would  have 
introduced  some  circumlocution  in  imitation  of 
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those  in  his  Gospel ;  but,  from  the  expression, 
as  it  now  stands,  we  derive  a  much  stronger  evi- 
dence that  it  is  the  genuine  work  of  St.  John*. 

III.  The  third  objection  is,  "  That  the  Reve- 
"  lation  does  not  mention  the  catholic  Epistle,  nor 
"  the  catholic  Epistle  the  Revelation." 

This  objection  Lardner  has  pronounced  to  be 
u  of  little  moment."  Michaelis  seems  to  have 
been  of  the  same  opinion,  for  he  has  not  noted 
it ;  if  the  reader  think  it  deserving  of  an  answer, 
he  is  referred  to  Lardner  f. 

IV.  Fourthly,  it  is  objected,  "  That  there  is  a 
u  great  agreement  in  sentiment,  expression,  and 
u  manner  between  Saint  Johns  Gospel  and  Epistle; 
"  but  the  Revelation  is  quite  different  in  all  these 
u  respects,  wit/iout  any  resemblance  or  jimili- 
"  tude." 

Michaelis  repeats  this  objection  %,  and  then 

#  St.  Paul,  in  the  opening  of  his  Epistles,  has  used  generally, 
not  always,  the  term  "  Apostle  but  with  him  it  was  more  ne- 
cessary than  with  St.  John,  who  was  confessedly  such,  having 
been  numbered  with  the  Twelve.  St.  Paul's  right  to  the  apostle- 
ship,  having  been  established  more  privately,  had  been  doubted 
by  some,  which  leads  him  to  say,  "  Aio  not  I  an  Apostle  ?"  &c. 
(1  Cor.  ix.  I.)  and,  therefore,  he  generally  asserts  himself,  in 
his  Epistles,  to  be  an  Apostle.  Saint  John  had  no  need  to  u^e 
the  term;  his  authority  as  an  Apostle  was  undoubted  :  he,  there- 
fore, calls  himself  by  an  humbler  title,  "  A  brother  and  compa- 
•«  nion  in  tribulation  so  St.  James,  although  an  Apostle, 
mentions  himself  only  as,  "  A  servant  of  God,  and  of  the  Lord 
«  Jesus  Christ."   Jam.  i.  \. 

f  Vol.  iv.  p.  707. 

J  P.  533,  554. 
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asks  the  question,  whether  it  is  possible  that  the 
author  of  the  »ne  and  of  the  other  could  be  the 
same  person? 

Two  methods  have  been  taken  to  avoid  the 
force  of  this  objection,  which  has  been  derived 
from  comparing  the  imagery,  sentiments,  and 
style  in  these  separate  works,  all  attributed  to 
Saint  John. 

1st.  It  has  been  asserted  that  a  prophetical 
work  of  St  John,  cannot  be  expected  to  have 
resemblance  to  his  Gospels  and  Epistles. 

2dly.  The  fact  has  been  denied  ;  it  has  been 
asserted  that  this  dissimilarity  does  not  exist; 
that  there  is  in  the  Apocalypse  a  strong  resem- 
blance of  sentiment  and  character,  to  the  other 
written  productions  of  St.  John. 

I  do  not  find  that  either  of  these  points  have 
been  so  clearly  proved  as  to  afford  satisfaction 
to  the  learned.  I  will  suggest  another  method  of 
answer. 

In  perusing  the  Apocalypse,  I  remark  that  the 
sentiments,  the  notions,  the  images  presented  in 
the  book,  are,  in  very  few  passages,  those  of  the 
writer,  (such  I  mean  as  had  been  digested  in, 
and  arose  out  of  his  own  mind,)  but  of  that  Holy 
Spirit,  or  of  those  heavenly  inhabitants,  who 
expressed  them  to  him  by  symbols,  or  declared 
them  by  speech.  The  pen  of  John  merely  nar- 
rates, and  frequently  in  the  very  words  of  a 
heavenly  minister.  44  That  which  he  sees  and 
u  hears,"  he  writes,  as  he  is  commauded  ;  (ch.  i. 
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19.)  but  they  are  not  his  own  ideas  from  which 
he  writes ;  he  relates  simply,  and  with  little  or 
no  comment  of  his  own,  the  heavenly  visions 
which  he  had  seen.  Even  in  those  parts  of  the 
book,  where  we  should  most  reasonably  expect 
to  meet  with  the  sentiments  of  the  writer,  we  per- 
ceive his  mind  teeming  (as,  indeed,  was  natural) 
with  the  newly-acquired  images.  He  uses  such 
at  the  very  outset  of  his  work,  even  in  the  Epis- 
tolary Address,  which  is  full  of  those  images 
which  had  been  exhibited  to  him  in  the  visions. 
The  same  are  again  seen  at  the  close  of  the  book. 
And,  indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  find  many  pas- 
sages wherein  the  writer  has  recourse  to  his  own 
sentiments,  and  previous  store  of  imagery. 

The  whole  of  the  second  and  of  the  third 
chapter,  and  a  great  part  of  the  first,  is  de- 
livered in  our  Lord's  own  words,  and  therefore 
contains  his  sentiments,  his  doctrines,  not  those 
of  the  writer,  who  is  commanded  to  write  down 
the  very  words  of  the  great  Visitor  of  the  Church. 
We  have,  indeed,  other  words  of  our  Lord,  re- 
lated by  St.  John  in  the  Gospel,  with  which  it 
may  be  thought  that  these  words  in  the  Apoca- 
lypse may  be  property  compared.  Yet  they  do 
not  seem  to  admit  this  comparison :  because 
the  character  and  office  which  our  Lord  is  seen 
to  assume  in  the  Apocalypse,  is  different  from 
that  which  he  bore  in  the  Gospel.  He  is  now 
no  longer  the  Son  of  Man,  upon  earth,  the  con- 
descending companion  and  instructor  of  his 
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disciples;   but  the  glorified  King  of  Heaven, 
the  Omniscient  Visitor  of  the  Churches,  the 
Omnipotent  Judge  of  mankind.    And,  in  the 
remaining  parts  of  the  book,  what  does  the 
writer  present  to  us  ?  Not  his  own  ideas  and 
conceptions ;  but  "  the  things  which  shall  be 
"  hereafter,"  the  symbols  and  figurative  resem- 
blances  of  future  events  shewn  to  him  in  heaven ; 
and  when  he  uses  explanatory  speech,  it  is  in 
the  words  of  his  heavenly  conductors.    One  of 
the  few  passages  in  which  the  author  of  the 
Apocalypse  seems  to  have  written  from  his  own 
previous  conceptions  is,  perhaps,  ch.  i.  verse  7- 
The  sentiments  and  images  which  he  employs, 
before  he  arrives  at  this  passage,  may  all  be 
traced  to-  the  apocalyptical  source:  they  are 
derived  from  the  sublime  visions  which  he  had 
so  lately  seen.    With  them  his  mind  was  filled  ; 
with  them  even  his  salutation  to  the  brethren 
abounds.  But  here  he  seems  to  speak  from  his  for- 
mer store  of  Christian  imagery.  And,  so  speaking, 
it  is  remarkable  that  he  is  led  to  quote  from 
Zech.  xii.  10.  and  in  the  very  manner  which  has 
been  observed,  by  Michaelis  and  other  critics, 
to  be  peculiar  to  Saint  John.    Michaelis  has 
noted  the  peculiar  circumstances  which  attend 
this  quotation,  and  he  has  allowed  to  them  con- 
siderable weight* :  but  he  was  not  aware  that 
this  is  one  of  very  few  passages  which  can 

•  See  his  note,  p.  535. 
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fairly  and  properly  be  compared  with  the  former 
writings  of  Saint  John,  so  as  to  deduce  evidence 
whether  that  Apostle  were  the  author.  In  al- 
most every  other  part  of  the  book,  it  will  be 
apparent  to  an  accurate  observer,  that  the  writer 
draws  not  his  sentiments  and  imagery  from  his 
own  stores,  but  from  the  new  and  surprising 
scenes  which  he  had  been  permitted  to  behold 
in  heaven. 

But  although,  from  the  causes  now  assigned, 
we  may  think  it  improper  to  look  for  any  nice 
resemblance  in  sentiments  and  ideas,  between  the 
Apocalypse  and  other  writings  of  Saint  John  ; 
yet  some  similarity,  in  the  mode  and  character  of 
narration,  may,  perhaps,  be  reasonably  expected. 
And  this  kind  of  similarity  will  be  seen  and  ac- 
knowledged in  the  plain,  unadorned  simplicity, 
with  which  the  Apocalypse,  and  all  other  pro- 
ductions of  St.  John,  appear  to  be  written. 
There  is,  at  the  same  time,  a  difference,  which 
seems  to  consist  chiefly  in  that  circumstance 
which  Jortin  lias  pointed  out*  ;  that  M  the  Apo- 
M  calypse,  like  the  Septuagint,  follows  the  He- 
"  brew  phraseology,  using  copulatives  continu- 
"  ally  f,  whereas  the  Gospel,  instead  of  xou,  uses 
M  h9  or  t?y,  or  is  written  atrvv&slcag"  Such  is,  in- 
deed, the  principal  difference  of  style  to  be  ob- 
served in  comparing  the  Gospel  with  the  Apoca- 
lypse: but  the  attentive  reader  may  perceive 

•  Disc,  on  Christian  Re!, 
f  K*i  timt  o  Ofts  kcu,  &C,    •  ■ 
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some  passages  in  the  Gospel,  where  the  copula- 
tive koci  is  used  almost  as  profusely  as  in  the 
Apocalypse.  They  are  those  passages  wherein 
the  mind  of  the  writer  appears  charged  with  su- 
blime or  surprising  ideas,  following  upon  each 
other  in  a  rapid  succession.  He  then  pours  them 
forth,  one  after  another,  coupled  only  by  the 
conjunction  xat.  The  same  may  be  observed  of 
the  other  Evangelists,  and  more  frequently  than 
of  St.  John.  When  these  sacred  writers  relate 
wonderful  events,  following  in  quick  succession, 
they  continually  repeat  the  copulative  xsu.  But 
it  will  be  sufficient  to  produce  instances  from  St. 
John.  In  his  fifth  chapter,  this  Evangelist  de- 
scribes the  situation  of  a  poor  cripple,  who  for 
thirty-eight  years  had  been  expecting  a  cure  from 
the  waters  of  Bethesda.  The  circumstances  are 
related  calmly,  and  without  any  extraordinary 
use  of  the  copulative  xat,  till  we  come  to  verse 
ninth ;  when,  the  cure  having  been  pronounced 
by  our  Lord,  the  surprizing  events  immediately 
follow  in  rapid  succession;  and  the  copulative 
is  incessantly  employed.     Kat  tvQeug  eyevfjo  vytrjs 

o  av9pumogf    xoct   r,ps   toy  Kpu&&cclov   ocvja,  xcti  7S-£pr7roc]ci, 

Thus  also  at  the  raising  of  Lazarus,  all  proceeds 
calmly,  and  without  the  copulatives,  until  the 
great  event ;  but  this  is  narrated,  (ver.  44,)  with 
xcct,  xat,  Kcu*.    This  copulative  style  then  ap- 

*  Other  instances  may  be  seen  in  ch.  i.  8 — 14 — 90.  ii.  13 — 
16.    xiii.  21.  xix.  J,  S,  3,  18.  xx.  11,  14. 
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pears  to  be  used  by  the  Evangelists,  and  even 
by  St.  John,  to  express  events  wonderful  and 
surprizing,  and  rapidly  following  each  other. 
But  the  Apocalypse  contains  a  continual  succes- 
sion of  such  events ;  the  copulative  language 
therefore,  continually  used  therein,  may  yet  be 
the  language  of  St.  John. 

But  whatever  weight  may  be  allowed  to 
these  observations,  still  there  are  many  reasons 
which  should  deter  us  from  forming  any  hasty 
conclusion,  by  comparison  of  style  and  manner, 
that  the  Apocalypse  was  not  written  by  the 
writer  of  the  Gospel.  The  history  of  its  first 
publication  is  unknown  to  us ;  it  may  have  been 
written  originally  in  Hebrew,  and  then  the  Greek 
translation  would  naturally  retain  much  colour- 
ing of  the  Hebrew  style;  or  the  language,  in 
which  our  Lord  and  his  angels  addressed  Saint 
John  in  the  visions,  might  be  Hebrew*;  and  then 
his  Greek,  being  a  direct  translation,  may  be  ex- 
pected to  preserve  the  Eastern  idiom,  for  he 
would  probably  translate  closely,  to  preserve  (as 
he  is  ordered)  the  words  delivered  to  him.  In 
short,  many  circumstances  may  have  happened 
to  occasion  a  difference  of  style,  of  which  we 
are  now  ignorant.  But  of  this  at  least  we  are 
assured,  that  a  considerable  lapse  of  time  had 
taken  place,  between  the  writing  of  the  Gospel 

• 

*  Our  Lord,  appearing  to  St.  Paul,  addressed  him  in  the  He- 
Brew  tongue,  (Actsxxvi.  14.)  probably  the  Syro-Chaldaic  He- 
brew then  in  use  with  the  Jews, 
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and  of  the  Apocalypse.  A  period  of  about  thirty 
years  had  intervened.  Such  a  circumstance  is 
well  known  to  make  a  considerable  difference  in 
the  style  of  the  same  writer.  Michaelis  allows 
and  has  forcibly  expressed  it.  (p.  35*2,  536.) 
But  he  alleges,  and  with  good  reason,  (if  we 
take  it  is  a  general  observation,)  that  when  there 
is  this  change  in  the  style  of  an  author,  we 
naturally  look  for  the  bold,  sublime,  and  per- 
haps, incorrect  style,  in  his  youth,  and  the 
gentler  and  more  finished  manner  in  his  later  years. 
And  hence  he  collects  that  the  Apocalypse,  dis- 
playing bold  imagery,  with  much  fire  of  compo- 
sition, an  oriental  form  of  speech,  and  an  incor- 
rect manner,  might  indeed  be  written  by  St.  John 
some  years  before  he  wrote  his  Gospel ;  but  that 
he  could  not  be  the  author  of  it  late  in  life, 
many  years  after  he  had  resided  among  the  Greeks 
at  Ephesus.  The  argument  is  specious  ;  but,  I 
trust,  the  edge  of  it  has  been  already  taken  off, 
by  a  consideration  of  the  causes  which  will  ac- 
count for  the  sublime  imagery  and  animated 
manner  of  writing  in  the  Apocalypse,  where  it 
differs  from  the  calmer  style  of  St.  John.  But  I 
will  suggest  another  cause,  which,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  would  not  fail  to  produce  a  more 
warm  and  turbid  style  in  the  Apocalypse  than  in 
the  Gospel,  supposing  them  to  be  written  by  the 
same  pen. 

The  Gospel  appears  to  have  been  written  by 
St.  John,  after  an  interval  of  about  thirty  years 
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from  the  events  which  he  relates.  At  such  a  dis* 
tance  of  time,  the  mind  is  enabled  to  look  back 
with  composure,  and  to  represent  with  serenity, 
transactions  which  could  not  be  narrated  soon 
after  they  had  happened,  without  warm  and 
passionate  expressions.  It  seems  to  be  owing 
partly  to  this  cause,  that  the  Evangelist  is  seen  to 
relate  in  so  cool  a  tcnour  of  style,  in  the  Gospel, 
those  sufferings  of  his  beloved  Lord  which  he 
had  witnessed,  and  which,  if  related '  by  him 
immediately  after  the  events  had  taken  place, 
could  not  have  been  told  otherwise  than  with 
commotion  and  indignation.  But  the  Apoca- 
lypse was  written  by  its  author  immediately  after 
he  had  seen  the  vision  ;  the  impressions  on  his 
mind  had  no  time  to  cool ;  his  expressions  kept 
pace  with  his  feelings,  and  his  style  became 
vivid  and  glowing. 

Many  other  causes,  unknown  to  us,  might  ope- 
rate to  produce  a  variety  in  the  style  of  St.  John. 
He  might  use  an  amanuensis,  or  corrector  of  his 
language,  at  one  time,  and  not  at  another. 
For,  a  tradition  prevailed  in  the  ancient  Church, 
that  the  Apostles  in  their  writings  had  used 
amanuenses,  and  Jerome  accounted  for  the  ap- 
parent difference  of  style  between  the  first  and 
second  Epistles  of  Saint  Peter,  by  his  having 
employed  different  persons  in  this  office*.  The 
Apostle  John  may  have  used  an  amanuensis, 
or  a  corrector  of  his  Greek,  in  one  of  his  works, 
and  not  in  another.    In  the  opinion  of  Lardner, 

*  Tom.  iv.  p<  18S. 
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founded  upon  sound  reasons,  to  which  Miehaelis 
allows  great  weight,  (though  he  is  disposed  to 
contend  for  a  later  date,)  St.  John's  Gospel  was 
written  about  the  year  68.  But  at  this  period, 
Saint  John  being  but  newly  arrived  from  Palestine, 
cannot  be  supposed  (as  Miehaelis  has  observed*) 
to  have  written  that  fluent  Greek  in  which  his 
Gospel  is  composed.  He  might  therefore  at 
that  time  have  employed  an  amanuensis  or  cor- 
rector. But  after  thirty  years  residence  at 
Ephesus,  where  the  Greek  was  principally 
Bpoken,  he  might  not  feel  the  want  of  such  as* 
sistance,  and  he  might  have  written  the  Apoca- 
lypse in  his  own  Greek  ;  a  Greek  tinged  with 
the  Hebrew  idiom.  This  is  only  conjecture ; 
which  I  do  not  propose  as  any  sure  method  of 
accounting  for  this  difficulty;  but  as  a  probable 
means  of  shewing  that  this,  or  perhaps  other 
oircumstances  unknown  to  us,  may  have  oc- 
casioned a  dissimilarity  in  this  Apostle's  language 
at  so  great  a  distance  of  time. 

But  no  difference  of  style,  will  justify  us  in 
denying  St.  John  to  be  the  author  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse. The  Fathers  of  the  Church,  who  first 
received  this  work,  might  probably  know  the 
causes  of  this  apparent  dissimilarity.  They  were 
satisfied  :  and  on  such  a  point  it  is  vain  for  us 
to  dissent  from  them.  And,  in  truth,  this  difFe^ 
rence  of  style  between  the  Gospel  of  St.  John 
and  the  Apocalypse,  nearly  considered,  is  far 

*  Introduction  to  the  N.  T,  cb.  vii.  sect.  10. 
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from  being  so  much  in  its  disfavour,  as,  at  first 
View,  we  are  apt  to  imagine.  For  it  is  such  a 
style  as  St.  John  may  have  written,  circumstances 
considered :  but  it  is  not  such  a  style  as  an  im- 
postor, an  imitator  of  St.  John  would  have  writ- 
ten. Such  an  one  would  have  gone  to  the  Gos- 
pel  and  Epistles  for  his  model  of  imitation. 

V.  This  observation  may  serve  to  introduce 
the  fifth  objection,  which  is  stated  by  Lardner 
from  Dionysius,  and  repeated  by  Michaelis*, 

That  the  Gospel  of  St.  John  is  elegant  Greek ;  but 
'*  thqf  the  Apocalypse  abounds  with  barbarisms  and 
"  solecisms"  For  the  same  general  answer  may 
Still  be  given,  even  if  we  admit  the  fact  alleged. 
Various  causes  may  have  operated  to  produce 
this  difference,  many  of  them  unknown  to  us, 
but  known,  perhaps,  to  the  ancients  of  the  se- 
cond century,  who  seem  not  to  have  objected 
to  this  dissimilarity.  More  than  a  hundred 
years  had  elapsed,  from  the  first  reception  of 
the  book  by  the  Church,  before  any  such  objec* 
tions  appear  to  have  been  advanced  against  it. 

But  the  attention  of  modern  critics  has  tended 
greatly  to  lessen  the  force  of  this  objection. 
For  such  irregularities,  in  point  of  Grammar, 
as  $re  objected  agajust  the  Apocalypse,  are 
observed  also  in  the  Septuagintf,  and  in  other 
writings  pf  the  New  Testament ;  and  the  Gos- 
pels aqd  Epistles  of  Saint  John  are  now  so  far 
from  being  accounted  that  perfect  Greek,  which 

*  P.  529,  530.  t  See  page  530. 
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Dionysius  represents  them  to  he ;  that  Black* 
wall  (who  in  his  Sacred  Classics  has  attempted  tq 
vindicate  the  Scriptures  from  the  charge  of  be- 
ing written  in  an  impure  and  barbarous  style) 
has  found  himself  obliged  to  defend  the  Gospel 
and  Epistles  of  this  Apostle  in  more  than  forty 
passages,  in  some  of  which  only  he  hats  sue- 

f*Pffl  oc\ 

But  such  vindication  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  is 
unnecessary ;  they  must  be  allowed  to  speak  a 
language  of  their  own,  44  not  with  the  enticing 
M  words  of  man's  wisdom*."  They  use,  for  the 
most  part,  an  Asiatic  Greek,  plentifully  mixed 
with  Hebraisms.  A  pure  Attic  language  would 
by  no  means  give  them  greater  credibility ;  for 
in  these  days  we  should  m>t  admit  the  appeal  of 
Mahomet,  and  conclude  them  divine,  because 
elegantly  composed. 

.  Many  of  the  expressions,  which,  upon  this 
ground,  have  been  objected  to  in  the  Apoca- 
lypse, have  been  shewn  to  convey  the  sublime 
meaning  of  the  sacred  inditer  more  forcibly  and 
effectually,  than  a  more  exact  and  grammatical 
Greek  -f.  Of  this  character  is  utto  S  m,  %ut  o  ip,  yai 

i  ifMprnX*  which  cannot  be  so  corrected  into 

•  . «  « 

•  »  » 

♦  l  Cor.iiv4. 

f  This  is  observed  by  Michaeiis,  ( In  trod .  vol.  i.  part  1.  chap, 
iv.  sect.  3.)  who  says,  M  The  very  feuits  of  grammar  in  the  Apo- 
'•calypse  are  so  happily  placed  as  to  produce  an  agreeable 
(t  effect." 

$  Chap.  i.  4.  ,  ...  . 
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grammar  as  to  express,  with  equal  force,  that 
sublime  attribute  of  God,  by  which  he  fills 
eternity. 

The  instances  of  irregularity,  in  point  of  gram- 
mar, produced  from  the  Apocalypse  by  Bengel, 
and  repeated  by  our  author*,  are  all  of  ono 
kind,  and  of  a  kind  which  is  found  in  the  Sep- 
tuagint,  and  in  Greek  translated  from  the  He7 
brew.  In  these  instances,  the  original  (or  no- 
minative) case,  is  used  immediately  after  a  word, 
which,  having  been  expressed  in  one  of  the  ob- 
lique cases,  seems  to  require,  in  purer  Greek,  the 
continuation  of  the  same  oblique  case -f*.  This 
might  happen,  either  if  the  text  were  translated 
from  St.  John's  Hebrew,  or  if  St.  John  had 
translated  into  Greek  the  Hebrew  words  of  Jesus 
ami  of  the  angels  J.  •  « ' 

The  instances  produced  by  Michaelis  are  taken 
chiefly  from  ancient  MSS.  of  the  Apocalypse, 
and  are  not  to  b£  seen  in  the  common  an$ 

  :j  •    •  »• 

?  P.  520.  ■   '  *  . 

;  t  f  Instance  ch.  i.  5.  «™  W— i  which  pay  be  rendered 

strictly  grammatical  by  supplying  o  in,  and  this  ellipsis  is  so 
common  in  our  English  language,  (and,  I  believe,  in  most  mo- 
dern ones,)  that  the  places  objected  'tit,  pass  in  literal  translation 
without  any  apparent  offence  to  grammar.  The  offence  then  is 
not  against  universal  grammar,  but  against  the  particular  idiom, 
of  the  Greeks,  and  yet  not  against  the  idiom  of  the  Oriental 
Greeks.  See  the  observations  of  our  author  on  the  language  of 
the  New  Testament,  with  the  judicious  remarks  of  his  translator ; 
Introduct.  vol.  i.  ch.  iv. 
.  $  As  suggested  in  p.  155. 

i 
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)ater  editions.  And  he  expresses  his  suspicions 
that  these  violations  of  grammar  were  probably 
yet  more  abundant  in  former  times,  having  un* 
flergone  the  correction  of  transcribers.  But  if 
this  supposition  can  be  allowed,  it  may  alsq 
be  surmised,  that  other  books  of  the  New  Tesr 
tament  have  probably  undergone  this  kind  of 
correction.  And  why  not  the  Gospel  and  Epis- 
tles of  Saint  John,  even  before  the  Apocalypse 
*vas  written  ?  But  taking  it  for  granted,  that  the 
Apocalypse  abounds  with  Hebraisms,  and  even 
with  solecisms,  more  than  any  other  book  of 
the  New  Testament, — what  can  we  hence  infer, 
but  that  we  probably  have  the  original  text  of 
the  sacred  writer,  as  preserved  in  the  early  ages 
with  scrupulous  care?  A  forger,  an  impostor, 
would  have  written  another  kind  of  Greek, 
more  closely  resembling  that  of  Saint  Jean's 
Gospel  and  Epistles. 

And  although  we  cannot  shew  the  Apocalypse 
£o  be  written  in  precisely  the  same  Greek,  aa 
the  Gospel  and  Epistles  of  St.  John  ;  yet,  I 
trust,  we  must  be  conyinced  that  this  circum- 
stance is  very  far  from  being  entitled  to  any 
(decisive  influence  in  favour  of  the  opinion  that 
it  was  not  written  by  that  Apostle,  to  whom  the 
united  voice  of  antiquity  has  ascribed  it.  Of 
all  the  arguments  which  have  been  advanced  to 
support  this  opinion,  there  is  none,  which  it 
will  not  be  presumptuous  to  oppose  to  such  au- 
thority. 

Having 
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Having  now  advanced  what  I  deem  necces- 
sary  to  say  in  answer  to  these  objections  of  Dio- 
nysius,  repeated  by  Michaelis,  I  shall  add  a  few 
words  concerning  an  objection  of  later  date,  to 
which  this  learned  critic  seems  inclined  to  give 
his  sanction,  though  he  has  not  formally  avowed 
it  He  distinguishes  between  John  the  Evan- 
gelist and  John  the  Divine,  as  if  he  believed 
them  to  be  two  separate  persons  ;  and  the  latter 
to  be  the  author,  or  the  reputed  author  of  the 
.Apocalypse.  But  the  title,  prefixed  to  the  Apo- 
calypse, in  which  it  is  called,  "  the  Revelation 
u  of  John  the  Divine,"  does  not  properly  belong 
to  the  book.  It  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  most 
ancient  and  authentic  MSS.  and  is  therefore  re- 
jected by  Griesbach  in  his  edition.  The  true 
title  of  the  book  is  seen  in  the  first  verses  of  it : 
it  is  M  the  Revelation  of  Jesus  Christ,"  not  of 
John.  But  as  it  was  communicated  to  the 
Church  by  St.  John,  and  as  other  Revelations 
were  afterwards  written  in  imitation  of  this,  and 
ascribed  to  other  Apostles,  so  by  degrees  this 
Revelation  was  distinguished  in  the  Church  by 
the  name  of  John,  The  Apocalypse  of  John  was 
the  title  by  which  it  was  known  in  the  times  of 
Pionysius*.  In  the  following  century,  when 
many  contests  had  arisen  concerning  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Trinity,  and  the  Orthodox  had  found 
their  firm  support  in  the  writings  of  this  Apostle, 
(who  alone  of  the  sacred  writers  had  described 

*  Euseb.  E.  II.  lib.  vii.  c.  24. 
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the  Son  of  God  as  e*«  Xcyog*),  they  began  to 
apply  to  this  Apostle  the  title  of  Theologus,  a 
title  expressive  both  of  John's  doctrine  t>  and  of 
his  eminent  knowledge  in  divine  subjects.  Atha- 
nasius  calls  St.  John  o  ©wfcoya*  tamp. 

In  the  decrees  of  the  Council  held  at  Ephesus, 
in  431,  that  city  is  mentioned  as  the  burial  place 
of  John  the  Theologus,  which  agrees  with  the  ac- 
count of  the  ancients,  that  John  the  Evangelist 
was  buried  there  J.  Andreas  Cesariensis,  com* 
inenting  on  Rev.  xvij.  quotes  the  Evangelist 
John  by  the  title  of  Theologus  % ;  and,  although 
the  same  title  was  applied  by  Andreas  and  others, 
to  Gregory  Nazianzen,  and  to  other  able  defenders 
of  the  Theologic  doctrine,  yet  John  the  Evan* 
gelist  was  o  OioKoytg  xoa  the  Divine,  and  no 

other  John  appears  to  have  had  this  title.  So  we 
may  be  assured,  that,  at  whatever  time  this  title 
was  prefixed  to  the  A  pocaly pse,  be  who  prefixed 
it,  intended  by  it  John  the  Evangelht ;  who  was 

*  The  Word  of  God. 

f  See  the  word  QtoXtyt*,  as  used  in  Euseb.  H.  E.  lib.  Ui.  c.  84. 
and  applied  to  the  beginning  of  St.  John's  Gospel.  The  Chris- 
tians are  described  as  worshipping  Christ,  with  reference  to  this 
name  to»  lyumai  Qt^yxfot .  Euseb.  H.  E.  lib.  v.  c.  28.  And 
the  Alogi,  as  we  have  seen,  received  that  appellation,  from  deny- 
ing the  Doctrine  of  St.  John,  «i  a  mfxp  (9**)  xoyw.  Epiph, 
Hser.  54.  Eusebjus  quoting  the  beginning  of  St.  John's  Gospel 
says,  wfc     bttoy*    Prep.  Evang.  lib.  xi.  c.  19. 

%  Euseb.  H.  E.  lib.  iii.  c.  1.  20. 

§  Commenting  on  chap.  iii.  21,  he  calls  John  dMtoyw  %eu  fyofot 
Aid  on  X  Joh.  v.  S.  he  says,  h«t#  t*  enx*^ 

well 
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well  known,  and  celebrated  in  the  fourth  and 
succeeding  centuries,  by  this  appellation. 
-  Having  thus  afforded  some  answer  to  the  ob-> 
jections  urged  from  internal  evidence  against  the 
authenticity  of  the  Apocalypse,  I  shall  conclude 
-with  adding  a  positive  evidence  in  favour  of  the 
.  notion  generally  received,  that  it  was  written  by 
St.  John. 

In  chapf  i.  13,  he  who  is  ordered  to  write  the  book, 
beholds  in  the  vision  u  one  like  unto  the  Son  of 
;Man."  Now,  who  but  an  eye-witness  of  our  Lord's 
person  upon  earth,  could  pronounce,  from  the  like- 
that  it  was  he  ?  St.  John  had  lived  familiarly 
with  Jesus  during  his  abode  upon  earth;  and 
Jjad  seen  him  likewise  in  his  glorified  appearances, 
at  his  transfiguration,  and  after  his  resurrection. 
£fo  other  John  had  enjoyed  this  privilege. 
No  other  eye-witness  of  our  Lord's  person  ap- 
pears to  h#ve  been  living  in  this  late  period  of 
{he  Appstolical  age,  when  the  visions  of  the  Apo? 
calypse  were  seen. 

We  may,  therefore,  I  trust,  fairly  conclude, 
that  to  the  impregnable  force  of  external  evidence, 
which  has  been  seen  to  protect  the  divine  claims 
of  the  Apocalypse,  a  considerable  acquisition  of 
internal  evidence  may  be  added  ;  or,  at  least, 
that  this  avenue,  by  which  its  overthrow  has  been 
so  often  attempted,  is  not  so  unguarded  as  its  ad- 
versaries imagine.  And  the  future  labours  of 
judicious  commentators  will  probably  add  a  con- 
tinual accession  to  this  weight. of  evidence;  for, 

every 
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every  prediction  of  this  prophetical  book,  which 
shall  be  shewn  to  be  clearly  accomplished,  will 
prove  it  to  be  divine;  and,  this  being  proved, 
there  will  then  remain  little  or  no  doubt  but  that  . 
it  proceeded  from  the  pen  of  the  beloved  Apostle, 
to  whom  the  early  Fathers  of  the  Church  uniformly 
ascribe  it. 

I  shall  conclude  with  examining  the  pretensions 
of  the  Apocalypse  by  the  rules  laid  down  even  by 
Michaelis  himself,  whereby  to  determine  whether 
a  scriptural  book  be  authentic  or  spurious  *. 

I.  Were  doubts  entertained,  from  the  first  ap? 
pearance  of  the  Apocalypse  in  the  world,  whether 
it  proceeded  from  the  pen  of  Saint  John  ? 

To  this  we  are  now  enabled  to  answer,  (sec 
chap.  iii.  iv.  v.  of  this  Dissertation,)  that  no  such 
doubts  appear  upon  record  in  the  true  Church, 
during  the  important  period  of  one  hundred  years 
after  its  publication ;  but  that  all  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal writers  of  that  time  who  speak  of  its  author, 
attribute  it  uniformly  to  Saint  John.  If  any 
persons  held  a  contrary  opinion,  they  were  heretics, 
who  appear  to  have  assigned  no  plausible  ground 
for  their  notions. 

II.  Did  the  friends  or  disciples  of  the  supposed 
author  deny  it  to  be  his  ? 

Answer.  There  is  no  such  denial  from  Polycarp, 
Papias,  Ignatius,  &c.  who  appear,  all  to  have  re- 
ceived it  as  divine  Scripture.  (See  chap.  iii.  of  this 
Dissertation.)  \ 

•  Introduction  to  N.  Test.  chap.  ii.  sect.  3,  p.  V,  &c 

III.  Did 
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III.  Did  a  long  series  of  years  elapse  after  the 
death  of  Saint  John,  in  which  the  book  was  un- 
known, and  in  which  it  must  unavoidably  have 
been  mentioned  and  quoted,  had  it  really  existed? 

Answer.  No  such  period  did  elapse.  Michaelis 
himself  has  allowed,  that  this  book,  even  if  forged 
and  spurious,  existed  before  the  year  120,  that  is, 
within  twenty- three  years  of  the  time  which  we 
have  shewn  to  be  that  of  its  publication ;  but 
even  in  this  period  we  have  seen  it  quoted  and 
acknowledged,  as  appears  probable,  by  the 
Apostolical  Fathers.    (See  chap.  iii.  and  v.) 

IV.  Is  the  style  of  the  Apocalypse  different 
from  that  of  Saint  John  in  bis  other  writings  ? 

Answer.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  there  is  some 
difference,  but  it  is  a  difference  which  admits  of 
a  reasonable  explanation,  as  may  be  seen  in  the 
former  part  of  this  chapter. 

V.  Are  events  recorded,  which  happened  later 
than  the  time  of  Saint  John  ? 

Answer.  No  such  events  are  recorded.  Nor, 
we  may  add,  are  any  events  predicted,  which  oc- 
curred before  the  time  when  the  book  appears  to 
have  been  written  ;  which  is  a  case  happening  to 
pretended  prophecies.    (See  chapter  viii.) 

VI.  Are  opinions  advanced  in  the  Apocalypse^ 
which  contradict  those  which  Saint  John  is  known 
to  have  maintained  in  his  other  writings  ? 

Answer.  The  theology  which  it  contains  is 
found  to  be  precisely  that  of  St.  John  in  his  other 
writings ;  and  the  wild  opinions  of  the  Chiliasts, 

though 
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though  they  had  probably  their  origin  from  a 
passage  of  this  book,  are  to  be  attributed  only  to 
the  rash  interpretation  of  it  by  these  visionaries. 
(See  chap,  viii.) 


Thus,  bringing  this  prophetical  book  to  the 
test  proposed  by  Michaelis, — by  the  roost  success- 
ful opponent  of  its  claims  to  a  divine  origin,  we 
shall  be  obliged  to  confess  its  indubitable  right 
to  that  place  in  the  canon  of  sacred  Scripture, 
which  the  ancient  Fathers  of  the  Church  assigned 
to  it,  and  which  the  reformers  in  the  Protestant 
Churches  have  with  mature  deliberation  con- 
firmed. 


END  OF  THE  DISSERTATION, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


SlNCE  the  preceding  sheets  were  committe4 
to  the  press,  1  have  seen  a  work  on  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  New  Testament,  translated  by 
Mr.  Kingdon,  from  the  German  of  Dr.  Less. 
In  this  publication,  fifty  pages  are  employed 
in  an  attempt  to  discredit  the  authenticity  of 
the  Apocalypse.  And  since  the  otherwise  ex- 
cellent Treatise,  of  which  this  attempt  is  a  part, 
is  likely  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  many  young 
students  in  Divinity,  it  may  be  useful  to  offer 
some  observations  upon  it. 

These  may  be  presented  in  a  small  compass  ; 
because  there  are  few  objections  of  momeut  ad- 
vanced by  Dr.  Less,  against  the  Apocalypse, 
which  have  not  been  repeated  by  Michaelis,  and 
already  considered  in  the  foregoing  Dissertation*. 

•  The  latest  tdition  of  Less* s  work  was  published  in  J 78C> ; 
that  of  Michaelis,  in  1788;  (see  the  Prefaces  of  their  Trans- 
lators ;)  consequently  Michaelis  had  the  opportunity  of  adopt- 
ing or  rejecting  the  arguments  of  Less. 

*  k  I  have 
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I  have  now,  therefore,  only  to  note  and  answer 
those  observations  and  arguments  of  Less,  which 
his  learned  follower  did  not  produce. 

In  page  143,  Dr.  Less  objects  to  the  Evi- 
dence of  Theophilus  of  Antioch  in  favour  of  the 
Apocalypse,  because  the  work  of  this  Father 
against  Hermogenes,  in  which  he  is  said  to  have 
quoted  from  this  Book  of  Scripture,  is  no  longer 
extant 

Answer. — But  what  scholar  will  hesitate  a 
moment  to  admit,  that  Theophilus  received  the 
Apocalypse  as  of  Divine  authority,  when  he  reads 
in  Eusebius*,  that  in  his  time  that  work  of  Theo- 
philus was  extant,  in  which  he  had  used  proofs,  or 
testimonies  of  Scripture,  taken  from  the  Apocalypse? 
Dr.  Less  himself  has  very  properly  supported 
the  authenticity  of  the  other  Scriptures  by  the 
evidences  of  writings,  now  lost,  but  reported 
by  Eusebius :  (ch.  i.  sect  3;)  and  Michaelis  says, 
that  the  Apocalypse  was  undoubtedly  received 
by  Theophilus,  as  the  work  of  Saint  Johnt- 

In  pages  186,  202,  objection  is  made  to  the 
Apocalypse,  because  the  relator  represents  him- 
self as  in  a  trance  during;  the  exhibition  of  it. 

Answer. — The  expression,  *y:w>pfv  sv  ro«v/««r/f 
cannot  properly  be  translated,  "  I  was  in  a 
trance."  Was  Jesus  in  a  trance,  when  riyno  *v  ™ 
wmfucrt,  "  he  was  led  in  the  Spirit  into  the  wilder- 

•  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  iv.  c.  24. 

f  Introd.  to  N.  T.  ch.  xxxiii,  sect.  2.  p.  407. 

ness  F 
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ntss  ?"  or  David  when,  sv  tu>  zs-vtViuxTi)  "  he  called  / 
Christ  Lord  *? 

In  page  197,  the  Author  says  i  "  How  the 
Apocalypse  was  understood,  after  Christianity 
had  ascended  the  imperial  throne  in  the  person 
of  Constantine,  is  unknown/' 

Answer. — Were  not  the  commentaries  on  the 
Apocalypse  by  Andreas  Coesariensis,  by  Arethas, 
by  Victorious,  by  Priraasius,  written  during  the 
period  which  the  author  here  describes,  after 
the  exaltation  of  Christianity,  and  before  that 
of  the  papal  tyranny?  From  the  Fathers  also  of 
the  fourth  and  fifth  centuries,  many  quotations 
may  be  produced,  shewing  in  what  sense  they 
understood  passages  of  this  prophecy. 

In  page  201,  he  asserts  "  this  book  to  be 
"  entirely  different  from  all  the  other  writings, 
'*  not  only  of  the  New  Testament,  but  of  the 
"  Old/' 

Answer.— Thus  he  contradicts  what  he  had 
asserted  in  page  187,  "  That  many  forcible  ex- 
u  hortations  in  this  book  are  composed  almost 
"  entirely  from  passages  of  the  Old  Tessament 
M  and  the  Gospels/'  But  neither  of  these  asser- 
tions will  be  found  strictly  true. 

In  page  205,  he  objects  to  "  the  mysterious 
"numbers,  a  time,  times,  and  half,  and  the 
"  frightful  beasts  and  monsters,"  as  being  un- 
scriptural. 

•  Matt.  xxii.  43.     Mark  viii.  12.    Luke  i.  80;  ii.  27,  40. 
See  also  John  iv.  S3. 

*  k  2  Answer, 
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Answer. — Po  we  not  read  of  the  self-same 
numbers,  and  nearly  the  same  beasts,  in  the 
Book  of  Daniel  ? 

In  page  206",  he  represents  the  joy  and 
triumph  of  the  saints,  upon  the  horrid  punish- 
ment of  their  enemies,  as  irreconcileable  with 
the  charitable  spirit  of  the  Gospel. 

Answer. — It  is  the  triumph  of  pure  Religion 
over  idolatrous  superstition  and  tyranny,  repre- 
sented alkgorically ;  at  which  every  true  Christian, 
must  rejoice. 

In  page  207,  he  objects  to  the  passages  where 
the  writer  of  the  Apocalypse  describes  himself 
as  prostrating  himself  before  the  Angel. — A  spe- 
cies of  idolatry,  of  which,  he  says,  no  Jew,  no 
Christian,  much  less  Saint  John,  would  have 
been  guilty. 

Answer.— The  objector  seems  here  to  contra- 
dict his  former  assertion,  that  the  whole  of  the 
Apocalyptic  vision  was  exhibited  in  a  trance: 
but,  setting  aside  this  consideration,  it  will  be 
seen,  in  the  ensuing  notes,  that  the  conduct, 
which  the  writer  of  the  vision  attributes  to  him- 
self on  this  occasion,  was  natural,  and  agreeing 
with  his  situation,  and  that  this  description,  with 
its  attendant  caution  and' reproof,  so  far  from  en- 
couraging angel-w^rship,  has  operated,  as  pro- 
bably it  was  intended  to  do,  most  powerfully 
against  it. 

In  page  208,  he  asserts  that  we  are  destitute 
of  credible  manuscripts  of  the  Apocalypse,  and 
£  of 
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of  versions  of  high  antiquity,  and  consequently 
possess  but  a  very  uncertain  text. 

Answer.— It  is  true  that  the  Apocalypse,  on 
account  of  its  mysterious  nature,  having  been  less 
studied  than  other  books  of  Scripture,  has  also 
been  less  copied.  Yet  the  manuscripts  of  it  aU 
ready  collected,  appear  to  be  no  less  than  forty- 
five.  Of  these,  four  are  of  high  antiquity.  The 
Codex  Alexandrinus  is  one  of  these;  seven  more 
seem  by  their  description  to  be  of  distinguished 
value.  In  the  early  fathers,  are  many  and  long 
quotations  from  this  book.  Michaelis,  though  he 
judged  that  the  text  of  the  Apocalypse  was  not 
so  well  ascertained  as  that  of  other  Scriptural 
books,  is  far  from  repeating  these  extravagant 
assertions  of  Dr.  Less.  See  Michaelis  and  Marsh, 
Introduction  to  New  Testament,  ch.  viii. 

In  page  236,  Dr.  L.  ably  defends  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  Scriptures  in  general,  by  the  proof  of 
their  being  quoted  by  the  early  fathers;  and  es- 
pecially by  Justin  Martyr,  Irenoeus,  TertuNian, 
Clement  of  Alexandria,  and  Origen. — But  all  these 
fathers  have  quoted  the  Apocalypse. 

In  pages  343,  314,  he  derives  the  safe  trans- 
mission of  the  Gospel  truths  from  St.  John  the 
Apostle,  through  Polycarp,  Ircuaeus,  and  Origen, 
by  a  cotemporary  succession. — But  have  we  not 
the  very  same  safe  transmission  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse? 

Page 
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Page  214—227,  Dr,  kcss's.  chief  confidence 
in  opposing  the  pretensions  of  the  Apocalypse  is 
derived  from  the  authority  of  Dionysius  of  Alex- 
andria. 

Answer, — The  arguments  of  this  excellent  fa- 
ther must  be  allowed  all  the  weight  to  which  they 
can  possibly  be  entitled;  and  have  already,  I 
trust,  been  candidly  considered.    But  the  author 
rity  of  Dionysius,  on  a  subject  of  historical  antU 
yuity,  cannot  be  placed  in  competition  with  that 
of  his  master  Origen ;  much  less  with  that  of 
Irenaeus,  the  disciple  of  Polycarp,  or  of  Justin 
Martyr,  who  was  probably  cotemporary  with  St. 
John.    And  Dr.  Less  himself  was  clearly  of  that 
opinion.    For,  in  enumerating  the  fathers  whose 
authority  is  essential  to  the  testimony  of  Scrip- 
tural authenticity,  he  descends  no  lower  than  to, 
Origen  ;  the  boasted  Dionysius  is  excluded.  Be- 
sides, if  the  authority  of  Dionysius  were  allowed, 
his  Tivig  vrgo  r,^u)v  cannot  be  understood  to  compre-* 
hend  testimony  of  high  antiquity. 

On  the  whole,  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  these 
two  able  and  learned  Germans  have  so  rashly  in- 
corporated into  their  valuable  works  of  universal 
circulation,  their  prejudices  against  the  authority 
of  this  well-authenticated  book  of  the  Sacred 
Canon.  And  it  is  to  be  wished,  that  the  trans- 
lators from  the  German  language  would  favour 
us  with  the  most  distinguished  answers  of  the 
German  writers  to  these  objections  ;  with  those  of 

Chancellor 
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Chancellor  Beuss  and  Dr.  Storr;  which  would 
probably  enable  us  to  settle  this  important  ques- 
tion, of  the  authenticity  of  the  Apocalypse,  with 
increased  satisfaction, 
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PART  I. 

SECTION  I. 

The  Title  of  the  Book. 

CHAP.   i.  VER.   1  3. 

1  The  Revelation  of  Jesus 
Christ,  which  God 
gave  unto  him,  to 
shew  unto  his  ser- 
vants things  which  must 
come  to  pass  in  a  short 
time;  and  he  signifi- 
ed them,  sending  by 
his  angel  unto  his  scr- 

2  vant  John  ;  Who  bare 
record  of  the  word  of 
God,  and  of  the  testi- 
mony of  Jesus  Christ, 
according  to  whatso- 
ever things   he  saw. 

3  Blessed   is    he  who 

readeth,  and  they  who 

hear  the  words  of  the 

prophecy,    and  who 

keep  the  things  which 

are   written  therein; 

for  the  time  is  near. 
 i  


1  The  Revelation  of  Jesua 
Christ,  which  God 
gave  unto  him,  to 
shew  unlo  his  servants 
things  which  must 
shortly  come  to  pass ; 
and  he  sent  and  signi- 
fied it  by  his  angel  un- 
to his  servant  John: 

2  Who  bare  record  of 
the  word  of  God,  and 
of  the  testimony  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  of 
all  things  that  he  saw. 

3  Pressed  it  he  that 
readeth,  and  they  that 
hear  the  words  of  this 
prophesy,  and  keep 
those  words  which  are 
written  therein :  for 
the  time  is  at  hand. 


SOME  of  the  commentators  have  entirely  disregard- 
ed, and  some  have  but  slightly  noticed,  the  three 
first  chapters  of  the  Apocalypse.  Upon  these  I  have 
been  induced  to  bestow  a  more  than  ordinary  atten- 
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tion.  They  are  replete  with  the  same  figurative  lan- 
guage and  symbols  which  pervade  the  whole  book. 
And  therefore  it  appeared  to  me  a  desirable  object  to 
ascertain  the  meaning  of  them,  and  to  make  the 
notes  to  these  three  chapters  the  basis  of  the  inter- 
pretation, which  is  to  be  applied  to  the  rest.  And  as 
these  notes  are  constantly  referred  to  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  work,  the  reader,  it  is  hoped,  will  pro- 
ceed patiently  through  this  part,  as  being  useful,  and 
indeed  essential,  to  the  explication  of  the  more  in- 
teresting visions  which  follow. 

This  part  of  the  annotations  extends  to  a  greater 
length  than  otherwise  might  be  necelsary ;  because 
the  author,  for  his  own  satisfaction,  M  as  desirous  to 
ascertain,  how  far  the  doctrines,  images,  sentiments, 
and  language  of  the  Apocalypse,  are  concordant  with 
those  of  other  Sacred  Scriptures :  and  since  Michaelis 
has  founded  his  objections  to  the  Apocalypse  partly  on 
this  subject  of  inquiry,  it  seems  proper  to  produce 
collections  of  this  kind  before  the  public. 

THE  three  first  verses,  which  compose  this  section, 
contain  the  title  of  the  book.  It  is  no  necessary  part 
of  it  For  the  book  is  written  in  an  epistolary  form, 
and  at  the  fourth  verse  begins  with  that  form,  as  com- 
monly used  by  the  sacred  writers;  "  John  to  the 
"  seven  Churches,  &c.*  And  such  a  title,  announcing 
the  contents  of  the  book,  may  have  been  added  after 
the  times  of  Saint  John,  and  by  transcription  may 
have  passed  into  the  text  *.    But  there  is  ho  reason  *e 

•  As  certain  additions,  or  subscriptions,  at  the  end  of  many  of 
the  sacred  epistles,  are  known  to  have  done.  See  Michaelis's  Intro- 
duct,  to  the  N.  T.  ch.  vii.  sect.  10.  «.  feet,  I.  Also  Paley's  Hone 
Paulmae,  ch.  xv. 

suppose 
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suppose  that  in  the  instance  before  us,  such  has  been 
the  case.  For  nearly  the  whole  of  this  title  is  found 
quoted  by  the  ancient  Fathers,  by  Dionysius  of  Alex- 
andria, and  by  Origen*.  Add  to  this,  that  the 
greater  part  of  it  is  to  be  found,  expressed  in  the 
same  words,  in  the  body  of  the  workf-  It  is  there- 
fore of  similar  authority.  And  the  subsequent  notes 
will  shew,  that  the  expressions  contained  in  it  are 
concordant  in  their  meaning  and  doctrine  with  other 
passages  of  sacred  Scripture. 

Ver.  1.  The  Revelation.}  We  have  many  revela*- 
tions  from  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  This  delivered  to  his 
servant  John,  is  one  of  them.  Not  only  on  this  ac- 
count, but  because  the  prepositive  article  is  omitted 
in  the  Greek,  it  may  seem  most  proper  to  express  the 
word  *xox*Au\W  by  "  a  revelation,"  and  not  tf  the 
"revelation,"  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  this 
alteration.  For,  by  long  usage  and  acceptance  in 
the  Christian  Church,  it  is  now  accounted  the  Reve- 
lation. 

Ib.  Which  God  gave  unto  him.]  The  scheme  of 
the  Christian  revelation  is  mediatorial  throughout. 
God  giveth  to  the  Son  J,  dispensing  knowledge  and 
favour  through  him. 

Ib.  Which  must  come  to  pass  in  a  short  time.]  The 
same  expression  is  seen  to  recur  at  the  close  of  the 
book  §  ;  and  we  may  collect  from  it,  that  the  events 
foretold  in  this  prophecy  begin  to  be  fulfilled  even 
from  the  time  of  its  delivery,  and  are  to  follow  in  a 

rapid  succession  until  the  final  consummation.  In 

• 

•  Euseb.  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  vii.  c.  25.  \  See  ch.  xxii.  6,  7- 

|  John  iw.  35.  v.  19,  17.  viii.  28,  38.  xii.  1?.  xiv.      JO.  Phil, 
ii.9. 
|  Cb.  xxjit  Gf 

Daniel, 
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Daniel,  ch.  ii.  28,  29,  45,  we  have  the  same  words, 
&  hi  yevtabui :  there  they  are  coupled  with  tit  i^xetruv 
tcov  v^squv :  the  events  were  to  take  place  in  the 
latter  days;  but  these  latter  days  are  said  by  Saint 
John,  to  have  commenced  in  his  time,  that  is,  at  the 
close  of  the  apostolic  age,  and  to  be  the  antichristian 
days*.  Thus  we  learn  that  the  antichristian  times, 
revealed  to  the  prophet  Daniel,  are  the  same  which 
are  now  to  be  disclosed  in  the  Apocalypse. 

Ib.  Signified  them.]  E^ju^wv,  expressed  them  by 
rvtfieut  signs  significative,  for  ffvi^siov  has  precisely  this 
meaning  inch.  xii.  l.f 

Ib.  Unto  his  servant  John.]  John  the  Evangelist, 
one  of  the  twelve  Apostles,  as  will  appear  from  the 
Dissertation  preceding  these  notes. 

Ver.  2.  Who  hare  record  of  the  xvord  of  God,  &c] 
This  may  be  understood  to  allude  to  the  former  testi- 
mony of  St.  John,  which  he  had  delivered  in  his  Gospel, 
or  to  the  testimony  which  he  had  just  now  recorded 
of  the  visions  seen  by  him  in  Patmos  ;  or  to  both. 

Ver.  3.  Blessed  is  he  who  readeth,  &c]  The  same 
kind  of  blessing  is  pronounced  in  Matt.  xiii.  16,  Luke 
xi.  28,  2  Pet.  i,  19,  on  those  who  cultivate  spiritual 
knowledge,  who  attend  with  faith  to  the  light  of 
*'  Prophecy,  shining  in  a  dark  place,  until  the  day 
*(dawn,"&c.  But  to  knowledge  must  be  added 
practice;  44  If  ye  know  these  things,  happy  are  ye 
"  if  ye  do  them  J."  The  word  mfjw  is  used  in  this 
sense  more  frequently  by  Saint  John,  than  by  any 

•  •  !•  «  ■  p         •  • 

I 

*  1  Job.  ii.  18. 

+  See,  ?ays  Daiibuz,  Jamblic.  de  Myst.  .Eg.  sect.  in.  c.  15.  where 
xnifA.»tw  is  used  in  the  very  same  signification. 
;  Job.  xiii.  17. 
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other  sacred  wiiter.  And  it  is  with  great  propriety 
applied  to  this  book  of  prophecy,  in  which  much 
practical  exhortation  is  interspersed  ;  more  especially 
in  the  three  first  chapters. 

Ib.  For  the  time  is  near.]  The  time  which  is 
here  announced  as  fast  approaching,  seems  to  be  that, 
wherein  the  Son  of  God,  having  obtained  the  victory 
over  those  powers  who  oppose  the  progress  of  his 
power,  shall  pass  final  sentence  upon  all;  when  ''he 
"  cometh  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,"  as  represented 
in  the  seventh  verse  of  this  chapter. 

By  comparing  Deut.  xxxii.  3,  5.  Is.  xiii.  6.  Joel 
ii.  1,  15.  Phil.  iv.  5.  1  Pet.  iv.  7,  we  shall  perceive 
that  it  is  usual  with  the  Divine  Spirit  to  announce 
this  great  day  as  near,  when  yet  at  considerable  dis- 
tance, measured  by  years,  and  applied  to  successive 
ages.  The  reason  of  which  may  be,  that  this  great 
day  is  always  near  to  every  individual ;  who,  at  the 
time  of  his  departure  from  this  world,  will  have  made 
up  his  account.  And  the  warning  is  here  applied  to 
individuals,  for  such  are  addressed  in  the  beginning 
of  the  verse.  It  has  been  observed  also,  that,  in  the 
Scriptures,  we  arc  never  exhorted  to  prepare  for  death, 
but  always  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord. 
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The  Address,  or  Salutation,  and  the  Dosology. 

chat.  i.  ysm.  4—8. 

4  John  to  tbe  seven 
churches  which  are  in 
Asia:  Grace  be  unto 
you,  and  peace,  from 
Him  which  is,  and 
which  was,  and  which 
is  to  come;  and  from 
the  seven  spirits  which 
are  before  his  throne; 

5  And  from  Jesus  Christ, 
who  u  the  fcuthfui  wit. 
ness,  and  the  first-be- 
gotten of  the  dead, 
and  the  prince  of  the 
kings  of  the  earth : 
Unto  Him  that  loved 
us,  and  washed  us 
from  our  sins  in  his 

6  own  blood,  And  hath 
made  us  kings  and 
priests  unto  God  and 
his  Father;  to  him  be 
glory  and  dominion  for 
ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

7  Behold,  he  cometh 
with  clouds;  and  every 
eye  shall  see  him,  and 
they  also  which  pierced 
him :  and  all  kindreds 
of  the  earth  shall  wail 
because  of  him :  even 

8  so,  Amen.  I  am  Alpha 
and  Omega,  the  be- 


4  John  to  the  seven 
Churches  which  are  in 
Asia.  Grace  be  unto 
you,  and  peace,  from 
Him  which  is,  and 
which  was,  and  which 
is  to  come  ;  and  from 
the  seven  spirits  which 
are  before  his  Throne ; 

5  And  from  Jesus  Christ, 
the  faithful  witness, 
the  first-born  of  the 
dead,  and  the  ruler  of 
the  kings  of  the  earth. 
Unto  Him  who  loveth 
us,  and  hath  washed 
us  from  our  sins  in  his 

6  blood.  And  hath  made 
us  a  kingdom;  hath 
made  us  priests,  unto 
God  even  his  Father; 
to  him  be  the  glory 
and  the  dominion  for 
ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

7  Behold,  he  cometh 
with  the  clouds,  and 
every  eye  shall  see  him, 
and  all  they  who  have 
pierced  him;  and  all 
the  Tribes  of  the  earth 
shall  wail  because  of 
him  ;  even  so,  amen. 

8  I  am  tbe  Alpha  and 
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the  Omega,  saith  the 
Lord  God*  which  is, 
and  which  was,  and 
which  is  to  come,  the 
Almighty. 
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ginning  and  the  end- 
ing, saith  the  Lord, 
which  is,  and  which 
was,  and  which  is  to 
come,  the  Almighty. 


Ver.  4.  To  the  seven  Churches  which  are  in  Asia.]  This 
book,  being  written  in  an  epistolary  form,  begins,  like 
other  Apostolic  Epistles,  with  a  Salutation,  followed  by 
a  Doxology.  It  is  addressed  to  the  seven  Churches, 
which  are  afterwards  mentioned  by  name.  They  werd 
situated  in  the  proconsular  province  properly  called 
Asia,  which,  at  the  time  when  the  Apocalypse  was 
written,  is  reported  by  historians  to  have  contained  five 
hundred  great  cities.  Of  these,  Ephesus,  Smyrna,  and 
Pergamos,  (being  three  of  our  seven,)  long  contested 
for  the  pre-eminence.  And  when  a  Heathen  Temple 
was  to  be  erected  in  this  province,  in  honour  of  the 
Emperor  Tiberius,  and  of  the  Roman  Senate,  eleven 
Cities  contended  for  the  possession  of  this  Temple: 
and,  among  these,  were  five  of  the  seven;  for  Sardis 
also  and  Laodicea  entered  the  lists  on  this  occasion 
They  were  certainly  therefore  cities  of  great  account. 
The  order  in  which  they  are  here  named  is  that  pro- 
bably in  which  they  were  visited  by  the  Apostle  Saint 
John,  who,  both  before  and  after  his  banishment  to 
Patmos,  superintended  them  all,  residing  principally 
at  Ephesus  f.  It  is  the  order  also  in  which  epistle* 
written  by  Saint  John  from  Patmos  would  be  most 

•  Tacit.  Annal.  iv.  55.  Gibbon's  Hist.  i.  60.  Inscriptions  upon 
medals  still  extant,  and  relating  to  this  contest,  may  be  seen  in  a  not* 
of  Michaelis  to  sect.  i.  of  the  20th  chapter  of  his  introduction  to  the 
N.T. 

t  Euseb.  Eccl.  flist.  lib.  w.  c.  20. 

ponyeniently 
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conveniently  distributed  through  the  C|iurches,  by  a 
•messenger  making  a  circuit  of  about  three  or  four 
hundred  miles,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  most  correct 
maps. 

These  Churches  of  Asia  continued  their  bond  of 
.  Christian  connection,  long  after  the  time  when  they 
were  thus  addressed  by  Saint  John.  For  it  appears, 
that  when  toward  the  close  of  the  second  century  the 
contest  about  the  time  of  keeping  Easter  grew  warm 
between  the  eastern  and  western  parts  of  Christendom, 
Poly  crates,  who  engaged  in  that  controversy,  "  pre- 
M  sided  over  the  Bishops  of  Asia*.'*  And  the  famous 
Epistle  from  the  Gallic  Churches,  written  somewhat 
earlier,  is  addressed  to  the  Churches  of  Asia  and  Phry- 
gia.  Now  Phrygia  lay  contiguous  to  the  province  of 
Asia,  of  which  it  was  sometimes  accounted  a  part; 
and  Laodicea,  one  of  the  seven  Churches,  was  the 
capital  of  Phrygia f. 

The  number  of  Churches  to  which  the  Epistle  is 
addressed,  is  seven:  the  same  number  which  we  shall 
find  frequently  employed  in  this  sacred  book.  For 
wc  read  in  it  of  seven  spirits  of  God,  seven  angels,  seven 
thunders,  seven  seals,  seven  trumpets,  seven  vials,  seven 
heads  of  the  Dragon,  of  the  Beast,  &c.  In  which 
passages,  as  in  others  of  holy  Scripture,  the  number 
seven  appears  to  represent  a  large  and  complete,  yet 
uncertain  and  undefined  number.  Hannah,  in  her 
song,  says,  "  The  barren  hath  borne  seven,"  (that  is, 
a  great  and  indefinite  number  of)  children  J.  God 
threatens  the  Israelites  that  he  will  punish  them 
u  seven  times that  is,  very  completely  and  severely, 

m 

*  Eusebius,  Hist  Eccl.  lib.  v.  c.  24. 
+  Ibid.  lib.  v.  c.  I. 
£  1  Satn.  ii.  5. 

Nume^ 
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Numerous  are  the  instances  in  Scripture  of  such  use  of 
this  number  *.  In  its  Hebrew  etymology  it  signifies 
fulness  and  perfection!.  Philo  styles  it  «A#*$cfof,  the 
completing  number ;  and  it  is  mentioned  as  such  by 
Cyprian,  who  cites  passages  from  the  Apocalypse  and 
other  Scriptures,  to  shew  the  consummate  perfecta  et 
legitima  of  this  number  J.  By  what  means  this  number 
became  so  important  to  the  Israelites,  so  representative 
of  completion  and  universality,  may  be  collected  from 
their  history.  God  had  revealed  to  them,  that  his  own 
great  work  of  creation  had  been  completed  in  seven 
days  ;  and  in  memory  thereof  he  commanded  them  to 
reckon  time  by  sevens t  seven  days  to  the  sabbath  day, 
seven  months  to  the  sabbatical  month,  seven  years  to 
the  sabbatical  year,  seven  times  seven  years  to  the  great 
sabbatical  or  jubilee  year.  And  when,  upon  their  en- 
trance into  Canaan,  it  pleased  God  miraculously  to 
deliver  the  city  of  Jericho  into  their  hands,  he  ordered 
them  to  march  round  it  seven  days,  seven  priests,  with 
seven  trumpets,  preceding  them:  and  on  the  seventh 
day,  on  which  the  walls  fell,  they  were  instructed  to 
encompass  it  seven  times  §.  As  therefore  the  number 
ten  came  to  be  reckoned  among  all  nations  a  perfect 
and  complete  number,  by  counting  on  the  ten  fingers 

*  See  Gen.  ii.  3,  iv.  15.  xxxiii.  3.  Lev.  iv.  6.  Prov.  xxiv.  Iff, 
xxvi.  25.  Is.  xxx.  26'.  Ezek.  xxx.  9.  1  Kings  xviii.  43.  2  Kings  v.  10. 
Job  v.  19,  xlii.  8.  Mic.  v.  5.  Estb.  i.  11.  Eccl.  xi.  2.  Dau.  iii.  19. 
2  Esd.  ii.  18,  19-  Tob.  xii.  15.  Mat.  xviii.  22.  Luke  xi.  26,  xvii.  4. 

t  Daubuz,  Etymol.  Diet. 

X  See  also  Cyprjan.  De  Exhort.  Martyr.  De  Spiritu  Sancto.  Test, 
adv.  Juda;os;  and  Augustin.  de  Civitate  Dei,  lib.  xi.  cap.  30. 

§  Gregory  Nazian«ene,  alluding  to  this  transaction,  Cflllt  seven  the 
powerful  number.  *H\ios  ifa/Mins,  x»  aiKnm  xaTj^ofx<vn,  >uw  IofJ*w  awntoyro- 

»vo>t/.    Orat.  iii.  p.  57,  edit.  Paris, 

of 
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of  man;  so  did  the  number  seven,  with  those  nations 
who  preserved  the  memorials  of  divine  revelation ;  and 
these  two  numbers,  seven  and  ten,  multiplied  together, 
are  accordingly  used  to  express  the  utmost  indefinite 
number.  "  Not  only  until  seven  times,"  says  our 
Lord,  "  but  until  seventy  times  seven  V  But  with 
the  Jews,  seven  became  the  most  important  number, 
being  seen  to  enter  into  almost  all  their  institutions  f. 
In  the  eastern  nations,  less  given  to  change,  this  use 
of  the  number  seven  has  continued  more  prevalent  than 
with  us.  The  Arabians  and  Indians,  between  which 
nations  was  a  great  conformity  of  religious  customs, 
had  seven  celebrated  temples,  and  believed  in  seven 
heavens,  and  seven  compartments  of  hell  J.  And  in 
modern  India  we  still  find  this  maxim  in  common  use: 
"  A  man's  own  mind  will  tell  him  more  than  seven 
"  sages  that  sit  on  an  high  tower  It  was  through 
the  nations  of  the  east  that  the  reverence  for  this 
jmmber  passed  to  the  Greeks  and  Romans  |.  According 

*  Mat*,  xviii.  22. 

t  They  had  seven  lessons,  seven  readers ;  seventy  (that  is,  ten  times 
seven)  composed  their  supreme  council ;  which  Josephus  afterwards 
imitating,  appointed  seventy  elders  in  Galilee,  and  seven  judges  in 
«very  city.  (Bell.  Jud.  xx.  5.)  And,  for  the  same  reason,  in  the  Roman 
Church,  the  number  of  Cardinal  Bishops  (the  word  Cardinal  implying 
completion),  was  originally  fixed  at  seven;  so  continuing  until  the  reign 
of  Pope  Alexander  III.  And  the  ecclesiastics  of  the  Church  of  Rome 
were  aware  of  this  use  and  pre-eminence  of  the  number  seven,  even  so 
late  as  in  the  l6th  century;  for,  in  J 547,  at  the  Council  of  Trent, 
they  defended  the  doctrine  of  seven  sacraments,  amongst  other  argu- 
fnents,  by  that  of  the  universality  end  superior  dignity  of  the  number 
seven.  (Padre  Paolo,  lib.  ii.) 

f  Sale's  Koran,  Prelim.  Disc. 

)  Tracts  on  Hastings's  Trial. 

It  Spencer,  de  Leg.  Heb.  lib.  i.  Varro  on  Weeks,  in.  A.^GelliuSjlib,  i& 
c.  10.  Clem.  Alex.  Strom,  lv. 

to 
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to  Pythagoras,  who  had  studied  in  Egypt,  in  Phoenicia, 
and  at  Babylon,  it  is  a  number  venerable,  perfect,  and 
accommodated  to  things  sacred  *.  And  here  it  may 
be  observed,  that  it  is  not  from  any  casual  or  arbitrary 
notion,  that  the  number  seven  has  been  thus  dignified. 
It  is  entitled  to  this  distinction,  from  the  natural  order 
of  things,  which  God  was  pleased  to  establish  at  the  crea- 
tion. A  da^y  is  a  natural  measure  of  time,  and,  multiplied 
by  seven,  forms  that  period  of  a  week  which  most  con- 
veniently multiplies  again,  so  as  to  form  months  and 
years.  J.  Scaliger  has  observed  f,  "  that  the  number 
"  seven  is  of  all  others  the  most  fit  to  measure  the 
"  courses  of  the  sun  and  moon."  Add  to  this,  that 
a  week,  or  seven  days,  appears  to  be  a  complete  period, 
by  other  laws  and  provisions  of  Providence;  since 
it  will  be  found  to  measure,  by  its  repetitions,  more 

•  Brucker,  Hist.  Phil.  Crit.  i.  1055.  Jamblichus  de  Vit.  Pythag.— 
Grotius  has  produced  proofs  from  Josepbus,  Philo,  Tibullus,  Homer,  , 
Hesiod,  Callimachus,  and  Lucian,  of  an  observance  of  a  seventh  day 
among  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  or  of  a  reverence  of  the  number  seven  ; 
and  from  Philostratus,  Dion  Cassius,  and  Herodotus,  of  the  account  of 
time  being  numbered  by  weeks  among  the  Egyptians,  Indians,  and  the 
northern  nations  of  Europe.  M.  Varro  (as  reported  in  Aulus  Gellius, 
lib.  iii.  c.  10.)  has  produced  some  coincidences  of  the  complete  nature 
of  this  number,  which  shew  at  least  that  this  notion  of  the  number 
seven  had  passed  to  the  Romans. 

'llaitdos  fu»  *1v        »vki  Xiyn, 

Ufuros  tm,  TiTfa*  n,  x*i  iCScfW*  ttfm  xump. 

Kat  'OfAJifor, 

N<K  ixr.t  xat  K*\\ifj.xyji  o  com r q t  yr<x$tit 

'lG$o{Aa$n  h  up,  x»i  ot  trtrvK-ro  aTTocmx. 

Euseb.  Prep.  Evang.  lib.  xiii.  c.  13. 
Additional  citations,  fully  confirming  this,  may  be  seen  in  Rriant's 
Analogy,  vol.  i.  p.  382;  and  in  Faber's  Horse  Mosaic*,  vol.  i.  p.  34*. 

t  "  Septenarium  Dumerum  «ccommodntisswnum  ewe  solte  et  lunje 
"  rattonibui."  Canon.  Isag.  95. 

exactly 
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exactly  than  any  other  number,  the  natural  periods  of 
gestation  in  animals,  and  of  incubation  in  birds;  which 
will  easily  be  acknowledged  in  the  instances  of  do* 
mestic  fowls;  some  brooding  on  their  eggs  three 
times  seven  days,  some  four  times  seven.    The  mea* 
sure  of  time  by  weeks,  or  by  the  intervention  of  the 
number  seven,  is  therefore  not  altogether  arbitrary;  it 
has  a  foundation  in  the  nature  of  things ;  and  the  dis- 
covery of  this  circumstance  is  a  proof  that  the  great 
Beino*  who  created  the  world  in  six  days,  and  contenv* 
plated  its  perfection  on  the  seventh,  and,  after  this  rule, 
established  the  number  seven  for  the  measure  of  time, 
acted  in  this  circumstance  with  that  providential  order 
and  harmony  which  characterize  the  rest  of  his  works. 
Add  to  this,  that  when  we  find  the  first  inhabitants  of 
the  globe  in  the  practice  of  measuring  time  by  this  so 
perfect  a  number,  which  they  could  not  have  obtained 
by  science,  we  must  conclude  that  it  was  given  to  them 
by  revelation. 

These  observations  will  open  the  way  for  the  right 
apprehension  of  the  sense  in  which  the  number  seven  is 
used  by  the  prophetic  writers.  It  is  used  to  express 
any  large,  complete,  indefinite  number.  By  the  seven 
Churches  of  Asia,  are  implied  all  the  Churches  of  Asia, 
and,  it  may  be,  all  the  Christian  Churches  in  whatever 
situation  or  period  of  the  world*.  St.  Paul,  speaking 
of  the  events  which  happened  to  the  people  of  God  in 
the  Wilderness,  says,  "  Now  these  things  were  our 
"  examples;"  they  were,  as  the  original  implies,  Tvtoi, 
types,  or  prophetical  representations,  "  written  for  our 

*  It  was  understood  in  this  extensive  signification  by  the  com- 
mentators nearest  to  the  times  of  St.  John,  as  reported  by  Andreas  Cae- 
sariensis.  To  p.wlxo>  t«»  «?*>t«x|i  majktnm  ^v*an>w».  Comment,  in 
loc. 

"  admo- 
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"  admonition  *."  The  Jewish  Church  br*ing  removed^ 
the  Christian  Church  stands  in  its  place,  and  is  to 
apply  to  herself  the  same  admonitions.  And  thus,  in 
the  present  instance,  the  seven  Churches  of  Asia  being 
sunk  in  Mahometan  superstition,  their  M  lamp-bearer 
removed,"  all  the  Christian  Churches  inherit  the  advice 
given,  the  threatenings  denounced,  the  blessings  pro- 
mised by  their  divine  Lord. 

Ver.  4.  Grace  be  unto  you,  and  peace,  &c]  The  Saluta- 
tion in  this  epistle  resembles  those  in  other  epistles  of  the 
New  Testament ;  in  almost  all  of  which  the  inspired 
writer  intreats  "  grace  and  peace  from  God  the  Father, 
"  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  But  the  Godhead  is 
here  described  with  some  additional  expressions,  not 
unscriptural,  but  presented  in  a  new  form,  being  such 
as  naturally  arose  in  the  mind  of  the  Apostle  from  the 
impression  of  the  vision  which  he  had  then  seen,  and  was 
proceeding  to  relate.  Full  of  the  images  lately  presented 
before  him,  he  recurs  to  them  even  in  this  his  intro- 
duction, and  instead  of  saving,  in  the  calm  expression 
which  otherwise  he  might  have  used,  "  Grace  from 
u  God  the  Father,"  &c.  he  says,  "  Grace  from  him 
u  that  was,"  &c.  using  the  very  forms  of  speech  in  * 
which  he  had  heard  the  Divine  attributes  described  in 
the  vision. 

The  description  of  God  the  Father,  occurs  under 
the  same  expression,  ch.  iv.  8,  from  which  place  it  is 
evidently  taken ;  and  is  consonant  to  the  great  I  AM 
of  Exod.  iii.  14.  The  description  of  God  the  Son  is 
in  like  manner  taken  from  the  vision.  He  calls  him- 
self f  "  the  faithful  and  true  witness/'  He  is  so  styled 
prophetically  by  Isaiah  J;  such  he  was  eminently  in 
the  last  scene  of  his  earthly  life,  when  "  before  Pilate 

•  1  Cor.  x.  6—11.  t  Ch.  iii.  14.  |  Ch.  lv.  4. 

"he 
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"he  witnessed*  good  confession*"  Our  Lord  calls 
himself  also  in  the  same  passage,  44  the  beginning  of 
"  the  creation  of  God."  He  is  styled  by  Saint  Paulf, 
"  the  first-born  of  every  creature,''  and  %  44  the  first 
"  fruits  from  the  dead/  But  here  he  is  also  intitled 
44  The  Ruler  of  the  kings  of  the  earth."  But  such  is 
the  prophetic  character  of  the  Messiah  in  Scripture, 
and  such  he  is  eminently  shewn  to  be  in  the  sequel  of 
this  prophecy  §. 

But  in  this  salutation,  grace  and  peace  descend, 
by  the  prayers  of  the  pious  writer,  not  only  from 
God  the  Father  and  the  Son,  but  also  from  a  third 
Power  ;  44  from  the  seven  spirits  which  are  before  the 
44  throne."  To  underiland  this  expression,  we  must 
refer  to  chap.  iv.  5.  where,  in  the  glorious  representa- 
tion of  the  Deity,  are  exhibited  44  seven  lamps  of 
44  fire  burning  before  him,  which  are  the  seven  spirits 
"of  God.;'  But  in  chapter  iii.  I.  God  th«  Son  de- 
scribes himself  as  44  having  the  seven  spirits  of  God  " 
and  when  ||  he  appears  u^der  the  emblem  of  the  Lamb, 
he  is  described  as  having  44  seven  eyes,  which  are  the 
44  seven  spirits  of  God,  sent  forth  into  all  the  earth." 
But  what  can  we  account  this  universal,  holy  Spirit  of 
God,  proceeding  from  the  Father  and  the  Son,  to  be,  but 
that  which,  in  the  plainer  language  of  divine  Scrip- 
ture is  called  the  Holt/  Ghost  ?  The  comment  of  Vene- 

*  lTim.vi.  IS.  rm  x*Am  e/*oX*y/«»,  the  noble,  honourable,  excel, 
lent  confession.  The  primitive  Christians,  who  suffered  martyrdom 
in  the  Gallic  churches,  considered  the  titk  of  Martyr  as  appropriate 
to  their  Lord,  and  were  unwilling  to  take  it  to  themselves.  Euseh. 
Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  v.  c.  2. 

t  Col.i.  15.  |  1  Cor.  xv.  23. 

S  Ouxviii.  14.  3t«.  l6\  H  Ch.  v.  6. 

rable 
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rable  Bede  on  this  passage  appears  forcible  and  just, 
"  Unum  spiritum  dicit  septiformem,  quae  est  perfec- 
"  tio  et  plenitudo*. 

So  that  this  salutation,  divested  of  its  prophetical  . 
form,  and  of  that  imagery  which  had  been  derived 
to  it  from  the  scenery  of  the  vision,  will  be  found 
equivalent  to  the  epistolary  and  plainer  language  of 
Saint  Paul,  "  The  Grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
"and  the  love  of  God,  and  the  fellowship  of  the 
"  Holy  Ghost  be  with  youf*" 

But  why,  in  this  passage,  is 
Scripture  inverted  ?  Why  is  the  Holy  Spirit  mentioned 
before  the  Son?  This  may  in  part  be  accounted  for, 
from  the  impression  remaining  upon  the  imagination 
of  the  writer,  after  he  had  seen  the  vision.  For  in 
chap.  iv.  5,  where  the  symbol  of  the  seven  spirits  was 
seen,  it  had  appeared  before  the  throne,  closely  con- 
nected with  the  glory  of  the  Father,  and  previously 
to  the  entrance  of  the  Son>  under  the  emblem  of  the 
Lamb.  Another  reason  may  be,  that  the  character 
and  description  of  the  Son  is  reserved  separately  for 
the  last,  there  to  be  longer  dwelt  upon;  because 
he  appears  throughout  the  vision  to  be  the  prime 
agent,  and  the  grand  object  of  the  whole  prophecy  ; 
he  who,  alone  of  the  persons  in  the  Godhead,  has 
taken  our  human  nature  upon  him,  and  visibly  fought 
our  battles  against  the  common  enemy.    He  is  de- 

♦  "  The  one  Holy  Spirit  is  here  described  as  sevenfold,  by  which  is  N 

♦'intimated  in  prophetic  language  fulness  and  perfection."  The 

most  ancient  commentators,  as  reported  or  followed  by  Andreas 
Ctesariensis,  by  Arethas,  Primasius,  and  Victorinus,  understood  by 
the   seven  spirits  and  seven  lamps  of  fire   (ch.  iv.  5,)  the  Holy 
Spirit,  or  the  seven  Charismata  thereof,  mentioned  in  Isaiah  xi.  2. 
+  2  Cor.  xiii.  13. 

v  scribed 


Digitized  by  Google 


1&  APOCALYPSE.  [Pt.  L  §  2« 

scribed  to  us  here,  1ft,  As  in  his  suffering  state  ; 
■when,  having  taken  the  lowly  form  of  a  servant,  by 
his  sufferings  he  bare  witness  to  the  truth.  2dly,  As 
the  first  fruits  from  the  grave*;  when,  triumphing 
over  sin  and  death,  he  obtained  the  victory  for  his 
faithful  followers.  3dly,  As  King  of  kingsf  ;  when, 
fulfilling  all  the  prophecies  which  predict  the  Messiah, 
he  shall  reduce  ajl  nations  under  his  easy  yoke, 
utterly  subduing  all  worldly  tyranny  and  usurped  do- 
minion. The  two  first  of  these  offices  and  characters 
he  hath  already  fulfilled ;  the  first  during  his  earthly 
life,  the  second  at  his  resurrection  ;  the  last  remains 
to  be  completed  ;  and  is  peculiarly  the  subject  of  the 
prophecies  in  this  book  J. 

Ver.  6.  The  Doxology,  or  Glorification,  which  in 
other  of  the  sacred  epistles  is  no  unusual  sequel  to  the 
Salutation,  comes  next  in  order ;  but  is  more  especial- 
ly  addressed  to  the  Son,  as  the  grand  agent  in  the 
vision.  The  love  of  Christ  towards  mankind,  and  the 
ablution  of  their  sins  by  his  precious  blood,  are  topics 
celebrated  universally  in  the  New  Testament;  but  no- 

•  1  Cor.  xv.  20, 
f  1  Tim.  vi.  15. 

J  For  the  change  of  ease,  which  the  Greek  reader  will  remark  in 
this  passage,  "  «w>  'ino*  o  fJL*{k:t"  let  him  consult  Grotius  on  Mark 
vi.  40.  who  points  out  such  construction,  not  only"  in  the  scriptural, 
but  also  in  the  classical  writers;  but  this  grammatical  inaccuracy 'is 
more  appropriate  to  the  Hebrew-Greeks.  And  the  occurrence  of 
such  in  the  Apocalypse,  is  so  far  from  militating,  as  hath  been  re- 
presented, against  the  authenticity  of  the  work,  that  it  tends  to 
establish  its  authority,  by  placing  it  upon  the  same  footing  in  thtt 
respect  with  other  books  of  the  sacred  canon.  For,  ungrammatical 
Greek,  or  at  least  Greek  of  impure  idiom,  will  be  found  in  most  of 
them,  though*  perhaps  not  so  abundant  as  in  the  Apocalypse. 

where 
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where  more  copiously  than  in  the  writings  of  Saint 
John.  That  he  hath  prepared  for  his  faithful  servants 
a  kingdom,  and  appointed  them  priests  unto  God, 
though  more  immediately  connected  with  the  subject 
of  this  prophecy,  are  not  novel  ideas,  but  purely 
scriptural.  A  kingdom  is  proposed  for  the  servants 
of  Christ*,  they  are  to  reign  with  himf.  And  in 
Exod.  xix.  5,  God  promises  to  Israel  that  by  obe- 
dience, they  shall  become  "  a  kingdom  of  priests,  a 
•*  peculiar  treasure  unto  God  above  ail  nations,  a  holy 
u  nation J.M  In  Isaiah,  ch.  lxi.  6,  this  promise  is  ex- 
tended to  the  Christian  times  and  to  the  converted  Gen- 
tiles, whom  Saint  Peter  also  calls  an  holy  priesthood, 
a  royal  priesthood  \\  in  which  latter  expression,  as  in 
the  words  of  Moses,  the  two  ideas  of  kings  and  of  * 
priests  are  brought  together.  In  the  Septuagint  the 
words  of  Moses  are  rendered  by  Ba&iXnov  'lydlivfi*,  the 
very  expression  of  Saint  Peter,  which  is  also  to  be 
found  in  some  MSS.  of  the  Apocalypse ;  but  the  true 
text  seems  to  be  given  by  Dr.  Griesbach  from  the 
Alexandrine  and  other  ancient  MSS.  confirmed  by  the 
readings  in  the  Fathers  whom  he  has  quoted||. 

Ver.7.  In  this  verse  the  prophet,  enraptured  with  his 
subject,  passes  from  the  glorification  of  Christ,  which 
he  had  delivered  in  the  form  of  a  prayer,  to  the  de- 
scription of  the  awful  event,  when  (as  foretold  in 
Scripture)  he  shall  come  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  in 

•  Mat.  xxv.  34.    Luke  xii.  32. 
t  2  Tim.  ii.  12.    1  Cor.  iv.  8.  vi.  2,  3. 
X  See  also  Deut.  xv.  6.  xxvi.  19.  xxviii.  1. 
§  1  Pet.  ii.  5,  <?. 

|)  To  which  we  may  add,  that  the  manuscript  used  by  Tertullian 
ill  the  second  century,  seems  to  have  presented  the  same  reading. 
Tertulliaix.  de  Monogam.  cap.  12. 

M  2  t}K 


Digitized  by  Google 


20  APOCALYPSE.  [Pt.  I.  §  3. 

the  glory  of  the  Father,  to  preside  at  the  general 
judgment*. 

"  They  who  have  pierced  him,"  are  not  only  the 
Jews,  who  demanded  his  crucifixion  of  Pilate,  but 
likewise  all  those  who  wound  him  by  their  transgres- 
sions, who  "  crucify  to  themselves  the  Son  of  God 
"  afresh,  and  put  him  to  open  shamef." 

Ver.  8.  In  the  same  spirit  of  exultation  he  continues 
to  set  forth  the  supreme  dignity  of  the  Son  of  God> 
ascribing  to  him,  as  our  Lord  had  done  to  himself  in 
the  vision^,  those  sublime  attributes  of  the  Father  by 
which  he  fills  all  eternity,  and  exercises  all  power^. 
This  application  of  the  attributes  of  the  Father  to  the 
Son,  pervades  all  the  sacred  writings  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament, and  is  represented  to  be  by  communication, 
or  inheritance.  "  As  the  Father  has  life  in  himself 
"  so  hath  he  given  to  the  Son  to  have  life  in  himself. 
M  I  and  my  Father  are  one.  I  am  in  the  Father  and 
"  the  Father  in  me.  All  things  that  tlie  Father  hath 
"  are  mine.  Whatsoever  things  the  Father  doetl>, 
11  these  also  doeth  the  Son  likewise.  The  Father  judg- 
i:  eth  no  man,  but  hath  committed  all  judgment  to 
"  the  Son."  These  are  our  Lord's  words,  as  recorded 
by  Saint  John,  according  to  whom  he  was  "  in  the 

*  See  Dan.  vii.  13.  Mat.  xxiv.  30.-  Mar.  xiii.  26.  xiv.  62.  b»t 
more  partieularly  Zech.  xii.  10*  where  these  images  occur. 

f  I  lob.  vi.  6.  In  confirmation  of  the  received  opinion,  that 

St.  John  the  Evangelist  was  the  author  of  the  Apocalypse,  we  may 
observe,  that  »^mnk<rat  is  the  very  word  used  by  that  Apostle  in 
his  Gospel,  (xix.  37,)  aud  is  a  word  used  by  no  other  writer  of  tlw 
New  Testament. 

;  CI),  i.  ii.  13. 

§  Sec  Is.  xliv.  6.  Ivi.  15.    Mic.  v.  2. 

"  beginning,'9 
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u  beginning,"  and  "from  the  beginning  with  God*." 
The  apostle  to  the  Hebrews  enforces  the  same  notion 
of  our  Lord's  eternity,  when  he  calls  him  "  Jesus 
"Christ,  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  cv<erflw 
He  is  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  first  and  the  last,  the 
original  Creator,  and  the  final  Judge,  of  the  world ;  to 
whose  illustrious  advent,  and  final  triumph  over  his 
enemies  (as  being  the  grand  catastrophe  of  the  Apo- 
calypse) the  prophet,  who  had  already  seen  it  exhi- 
bited in  vision,  exultingly  adverts,  even  before  he 
begins  his  narration.  This  was  natural,  in  one  who 
had  seen  such  a  vision,  but  it  would  not  easily  have 
occurred  in  a  work  of  mere  imagination  and  art. 

•  John  i.  l.  13.  v.  26.  19.  22.  xiv.  11.  *vi.  IS,  also  Col.  I  16*.  17. 
Jieb.  i.  2,  3,  8.    1  John  v.  20. 
f  Heb,  xiii.  8, 


= 


PART  I, 


SECTION  III. 


The  appearance  of  the  Lord  Jesus  with  the  Symbols  of 
his  Power;  and  the  Commission  given  by  him  to 
Saint  John  to  xvrite  what  he  beholds. 


chap.  i.  vf,r.  9 — to  the  end. 


9  I  John,  your  brother, 
and  fellow-sharer  in 
the  tribulation  and 
kingdom  and  patience 
of  Jesus  Christ,  was  in 
the  Island  called  Pat- 
mos,  for  the  word  of 


9  I  John,  who  also  am 
your  brother,  and  com- 
panion in  tribulation, 
and  in  the  kingdom  and 
patience  of  JesusChrist, 
was  in  the  isle  that  is 
called  Patmos,  for  the 
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God,  and  for  the 
testimony  of  Jesus 

10  [Christ].  I  was  iu  the 
Spirit  on  the  Lord's 
day;  and  I  heard 
behind  me  a  loud 
voice,  as  of  a  trum- 

11  pet,  Saying,  ««  That 
"  which  thou  seest 
"  write  in  a  book, 
"  and  send  unto  the 
«'  seven  churches ;  to 
"  Ephesus  j  and  to 
M  Smyrna;  and  to 
M  Pergamos;  and  to 
«<  Thyatira ;  and  to 
i*  Sardis;  and  to  Phi- 

ladelphia;  and  to 

12  «  Laodicea."  And  1 
turned  to  see  what 
the  voice  was  which 
spake  with  me ;  and 
being  turned,  |  saw 
seven  golden  lamp- 

13  bearers;  And  in  the 
midst  of  the  seven 
lamp-bearers  one  like 
the  Son  of  man, 
clothed  with  a  long 
garment  down  to  the 
feet,  and  girt  about 
the  breasts   with  a 

14  golden  girdle;  His 
head  and  his  hair 
white,  as  white  wool, 
at  snow ;  and  his  eyes 
as  a  flame  of  fire; 

15  And  his  feet  like 
smelting  brass,  as  if 
burned  brightly  in  a 
furnace ;    and  bis 
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word  of  God,  and  for 
the  testimony  of  J#- 

10  sus  Christ.  I  was  in 
the  Spirit  on  the 
Lord's  day,and  heard 
behind  me  a  great 
voice,  as  of  a  trura- 

1 1  pet,  Saying,   I  am 
Alpha  and  Omega, 
the  first  and  the  last: 
and,  What  thou  seest, 
write  in  a  book,  and 
send  it  unto  the  seven 
Churches  which  are 
in  Asia;  unto  Ephe- 
sus, and  unto  Smyr- 
na, and  unto  Perga- 
mos, aud  unto  Thya- 
tira, and  unto  Sardis, 
and  unto  Philadel- 
phia, and  unto  Lao- 

12  dicea.  And  I  turned 
to  see  the  voice  that 
spake  with  me.  And 
being  turned,  I  saw 
seven  golden  candle- 

13  sticks;  And  in  the 
midst  of  the  seveu, 
caudlesticks  one  like 
unto  the  Son  of  man, 
cloathed  with  a  gar. 
ment  down  to  the 
foot,  and  girt  about 
the  paps  with  a  golden, 

14  girdle.  His  head  and 
his  hairs  were  white 
like  wool,  as  white 
as  snow ;  and  his  eyes 
vxn  as  a  flame  of 

15  fire;  And  bis  feet 
lil*e  unto  fine  bra$6, 
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voice  as  the  voice  of 
lG  many  waters;  And 
having  in  his  right 
hand  seven  stars,  and  16* 
from  his  mouth  a  two. 
edged  sharp  sword 
coming  forth;  and  his 
countenance  as  the 
Sun  sbineth  in  his 

17  power.    And  when  I 
saw  him,  I  fell  at  his 
feet,  as  dead ;  and  17 
he  laid  his  right  hand 
upon  me,  saying  [to 

18  me]  u  Fear  not;  I  am 
"  the  first  and  the 
11  last,  and  he  who 
u  liveth;  and  I  was 
44  dead,  and  behold  I  IS 
'«  am  alive  for  ever 
"  and  ever ;  and  I 
44  have  the  keys  of 
«  Death  and  of  hell. 

19  »•  Write  therefore 
*  those  things  which 
"  thou  seest,  even  19 
'♦the  things  which 
'*  are  present,  and 
44  which  are  about  to 

•20  '*  be  after  these  ;  The 
w  mystery  of  the 
"  seven  stars  which 
ft  thou  seest  in  my 
right  band,  and 
41  the  seven  golden 
44  lamp-bearers.  The 
44  seven  stars  are  the 
44  angels  of  the  seven 
44  churches ;  and  the 
"  seven  lamp-bearers 
41  are  the  seven 
44  Churches." 
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as  if  they  burned  in 
a  furnace:  and  his 
voice  as  the  sound  of 
many  waters.  And 
be  had  in  his  right 
hand  seven  stars : 
and  out  of  bis  mouth 
went* .  ,h.rp  two- 
edged  sword,  and  bis 
countenance  BMW  as 
the  sun  shiueth  in. 
his  strength.  And 
when  I  saw  him,  I 
fell  at  his  feet  as 
dead  :  and  he  laid 
his  right  hand  upon 
me,  saying  unto  me, 
Fear  not ;  I  am  the 
first  aud  the  last :  I 
am  he  that  liveth, 
and  was  dead;  and 
behold,  I  am  alive 
for  evermore,  Ameu ; 
and  have  the  keys  of 
hell  and  of  death. 
Write  the  things 
which  thou  hast  seen, 
and  the  tlungs  which 
are,  and  the  things 
which  shall  be  here- 
after, The  mystery 
pf  the  seven  stars 
which  thou  sawest  it) 
my  right  hand,  and 
the  seven  golden 
candlesticka.  The 
seven  stars  are  the 
angels  of  the  seven 
churches ;  and  the 
seven  candlesticks 
which  thou  sawest  are 
the  seven  churches. 
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Vcr.  9.  I  John,  Sac]  Who  this  John  was,  and  why, 
and  whither  banished,  may  be  seen  in  note,  c.  i.  f.  His 
dignity,  as  an  apostle,  and  as  a  prophet  favoured  witlj 
this  vision,  and  honoured  with  this  commission, 
was  at  all  events  considerable;  but,  in  the  spirit  of 
the  Gospel,  he  calls  himself  only  a  brother,  as  his 

Lord  had  called  himself  before  him*   and  a  fellow- 

* 

sharer  in  the  afflictions  which  the  faithful  were  then 
suffering,  under  the  persecution  of  Domitian.  But  to 
partake  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  is  to  partake  also  hi* 
kingdomf,  which  are  here  therefore  emphatically 
united. 

For  the  word  of  God  and  for  the  testimony  of  Jesus.] 
The  sense  of  this  expression  becomes  clear,  by  comr 
paring  it  with  chap.  vi.  9,  where  the  Martyrs  are  re- 
presented as  having  suffered  hx  rov  Aoycv  th  Qea  xxi  h* 
iLxflvyxv  vy  eizov,  "  for  the  word  of  God,  and  for  the 
"  testimony  which  they  bare."  John  was,  like  them, 
a  persecuted  sufferer  and  confessor,  in  the  Island  of 
Patmos,  to  which  he  was -banished  for  his  adherence 
to  the  faith,  and  where  he  was  favoured  with  this 
vision  J. 

Ver.  10.  I  xvas  in  the  Spirit.]  It  is  in  vain  to  inquire: 
the  exact  manner  in  which  these  sacred  visions  were 
communicated.  The  Jewish  writers  have  said  much 
upon  the  subject,  but  nothing  which  can  satisfy  a  ra- 
tional and  sober  mind.  So  far  however  is  plain  from 
Ezek.  ii.  2.  iii.  24.  2  Cor.  xii.  2.  and  other  passages 
of  Scripture,  that  the  prophet  commonly  perceived  the 
impulse  of  thp  Spirit  acting  upon  him  in  a  sudden 
and  extraordinary  manner ;  yet  so  mysteriously,  that 

*  John  xx.  17.  t  2  Tim.  ii.  12. 

X  Euseb.  Eccl.  Hist.  lib.  iii.  cap.  18. 

T  ...... 

Saint 
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Saint  Paul  affirms  that  he  could  not  tell  whether  it  was 
V  in  the  body  or  out  of  the  body,'*  that  he  was  present 
in  the  heavens.  Saint  John  perceived  this  movement 
of  the  Spirit  upon  him,  when  the  heavenly  voice  called 
to  him.  Me  represents  it,  as  it  struck  his  senses, 
coming  from  behind  him,  and  thus  affecting  him  with 
more  sudden  surprise;  it  was  loud,  and  as  of  a  trumpet, 
the  signal  of  war;  it  was  fearful  and  alarming*.  The 
trumpet  was  the  voice  of  God,  at  the  awful  delivery  of 
the  Law  from  Mount  Sinai,  and  so  shall  be  again  at 
the  consummation  of  the  world  f. 

Ver.  1 1.  See  notes  on  verses  4  and  8. 

Ver.  12.  Seven  golden  lamp-bearers.]  These  are  ex- 
plained  afterwards  (v.  20. )  to  signify  the  seven  Churches, 
or  the  universal  Church  of  Christ  J.  They  are  not  the 
lamps  or  lights,  but  the  bearers  of  them ;  they  are  the 
instruments,  on  which  the  lights  being  suspended, 
illuminate  the  Christian  world.  Spiritual  knowledge 
is  frequently  represented  in  Scripture,  under  the  emblem 
of  a  light  or  lamp.  Numerous  are  the  instances;  but 
see  in  particular  Mat.  v.  14,  15,  and  the  parallel  pas- 
sages, and  E?ek.  iv.  2.  Agreeably  to  which,  in  Rev. 
IV.  5.  seven  lamps  of  fire  are  used  to  express  the  gifts 
of  the  Divine  Spirit;  but  the  receptacle  of  religious 
knowledge,  the  station  from  which  it  is  communicated, 
is  the  lamp-bearer  or  candlestick  ;  and  by  this  is  de- 
noted the  Church  of  Christ.  So  Irenneus,  who,  allu- 
ding to  this  passage,  says,  Ubique  enim  ecclesia  pra> 
dicat  veritatem,  et  hajc  est  £tt«/xu^o?  (aliter  Jtt*^v£o?) 


*  Joel  ii.  1.    Amos  iii.  6\  1  Cor.  xiv.  8. 
+  J  Thess.  iy.  16.    1  Cor.  xy.  52. 
I  See  note,  ver.  4. 

Lucerna, 
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Lucerna,  Christi  bajulans  lumen*.  From  some  pas- 
sages in  Josephust,  it  will  appear,  that  the  candle- 
sticks of  the  Temple  were  seven,  each  distinct  from  the 
other ;  but  that  the  Romans,  when  they  took  possession 
of  them,  new-modelled  them,  to  grace  the  triumphant 
entry  of  Vespasian ;  forming  them  into  one  of  seven 
branches ;  which  they  certainly  appear  to  have  been 
originally.  (Exod.  xxv.  31.)  But  this  alteration  may 
have  probably  taken  place.  And  it  agrees  with  the 
representation  in  this  vision,  wherein  our  Lord  is  re- 
presented as  walking  in  the  midst  of  the  seven  lamp- 
bearers;  which  could  not  be  so  easily  conceived,  if 
they  had  been  so  many  branches. 

Among  the  antiquities  exhibited  in  modern  Rome, 
is  a  representation  of  the  seven  lamp-bearers,  or  rather 
of  the  lamp-bearer  with  seven  branches,  which  is  to  be 
seen  on  the  Arch  of  Titus  +. 

•  "  For  io  all  parts  the  Church  preacbeth  the  truth  ;  and  this  is  th« 
«  seven-branched  lamp,  bearing  the  light  of  Christ."  Irenaeus,  lib.  v, 
c.  20,  As  the  Church  is  the  a»^>i«,  or  lamp-bearer,  so  the  illustrious 
characters  who  have  adorned  the  Church,  and  given  light  to  the  world, 
are  sometimes  called  the  lvx»;  the  lamps,  or  lights;  such,  in  the 
language  of  Saint  John,  was  John  Baptist:  twws  *»  o  Atx**  * 
Mi  fm»wt.  Job.  v.  35-  And  in  the  martyrdom  of  Igualius,  that  vene- 
rable apostolical  Bishop  is  said  to  be  Xi/x*  9§rnM  tk»  ix*r« 
$t*toi*i.    Martyrium  Ignat.  sect.  1. 

i  Antiq.  Jud,  lib.  iii.  c.  vi.  7.  lib.  viii.  c.  iv.  1.  Bell.  Jud.  lib,  vii, 
c.  v.  5.  lib,  v.  c.  v,  5. 

|  Count  Stolberg's  Travels ;  kumsden's  Antiquities'  of  Rome  -, 
Montfaucon's  Antiquities.  The  subsequent  history  of  the  original 
lamp-bearers  is  as  follows:  They  continued  in  Rome  till  that  city  was 
plundered  by  Genseric  in  455.  They  were  then  removed  to  Africa, 
where  they  remained  till  the  Emperor  Justinian,  having  subdued  the 
Vandals  in  534,  presented  these  spoils  to  the  Great  Church  at  Jerusalem. 
Adr.  llcland.  de  Spoliia  Uierosol, 

Ver, 

* 
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Ver.  13.  Like  the  Son  of  Man.]  The  same  expression 
occurs  in  Dan.  x.  16,  and  it  is  the  appellation  which  our 
Lord  himself  generally  adopted ;  but  John  (if  the  Apostle 
John)  had  known  the  appearance  of  this  Son  of  Man 
in  the  flesh ;  had  seen  not  only  his  ordinary  bodily 
form,  but  also  bis  more  glorified  appearances,  ou  thf 
heavenly  mount,  and  at  his  ascension.  And  we  may 
collect  an  argument  from  this  his  manner  of  noting  thf 
likeness,  that  the  person  who  saw  the  vision,  was  on$ 
of  the  *u1«tt*/,  eye-witnesses*,  of  these  heavenly  ex- 
hibitions ;  and  therefore  probably  the  Evangelist  Saint 
John,  who  alone  of  the  Apostles  wu  living  at  this 
latest  period  of  the  Apostolic  Church. 

It  is  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  Scripture,  that  our  IqtA 
is  represented  as  walking  amidtt  his  Churches.  Walking 
amidst  is  the  action  of  one  that  busies  himself  to  watch 
and  protect  those  for  whom  he  is  concerned.  Thus  God 
says  to  the  Israelites,  11 1  will  walk  among  you,  and  be 
"your  God  I."  And,  as  Daubuz  observes,  thf  4$ 
%%\)svp  ayuQitewMt  of  Homer,  spoken  of  Apollo,  has  tb$ 
same  force  J.  This  is  the  office  of  our  lord,  according 
to  his  gracious  promise  §,  11  Lo!  I  am  with  you,  even 
14  unto  the  end  of  the  world  ||."  He  is,  as  styled  by 
Saint  Peter,  "  the  Bishop  of  our  souls."  Other  Bishops 
execute  an  office  subordinate  to  him,  and  therefore,  in 
.  those  early  times,  Ignatius,  speaking  to  the  Ephesians 
of  their  good  Bishop,  calls  him,  vV?v  *v  f*fx*  **mo*w% 
your  Bishop  in  the  flesh 

Clothed  with  a  long  garment  down  to  thtfttt.} 

* 

*  Luke  i.  S.  t  Levit.  xxvi.  IS. 

I  Sym.  Diet,  wprd  potture,  §  Matt,  **yiu.  20. 

||  See  also  Matt,  xviii.  80.  Coi .  i.  18. 
%  Ivuat.  Epist.  ad  Ephet . 

This 
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This  is  the  dress  of  a  priest*.    Such  is  our  Lord, 
a  priest  for  ever, "ever  living  "  to  make  intercession'' 
for  his  Church  |. 

Ver.  14,  15.  His  head  and  his  hair,  &c]  The  ap- 
pearance of  this  heavenly  personage  is  of  a  similar 
description  with  other  glorified  bodies  described  in 
Sacred  Writ.  Our  Lord,  at  his  transfiguration,  as  seen 
by  Saint  John,  had  "  his  face  shining  like  the  sun, 
J'and  his  raiment  shining  exceeding  white  as  snow, 
so  as  no  fuller  on  earth  could  white  them  J."  In  the 
tisions  of  Daniel  §,  "  The  Ancient  of  Days  did  sit, 

V  whose  garment  was  white  as  snow,  and  the  hair  of 
r<  his  head  like  the  pure. wool."  And  again  ||,  "  A  man 

clothed  in  linen,  whose  loins  were  girded  with  fine 

V  gold  of  Uphaz,  his  body  also  like  the  beryl,  and  his 
"  eyes  as  lamps  of  fire  ;  and  his  arms  and  feet  like  in 

colour  to  polished  brass,  and  the  voice  of  his  words 
44  like  the  voice  of  a  multitude."    In  which  passages 
we  have  all  the  original  ideas  which  are  represented  in 
this  vision  of  Saint  John,  but  with  that  varied  expresr 
sion  which  implies  that  Saint  John's  copy  was  not 
taken  from  these  passages,  but  from  the  same  kind  of 
original,  which  they  had  copied.    This  may  be  exem- 
plified in  the  last  expression.    '*  The  voice  of  a  multi- 
"  tude,"  says  Daniel,  "  The  voice  of  many  waters," 
says  Saint  John.    They  describe  the  same  thing,  by 
the  intervention  of  ideas,  which  at  first  sight  appear  to 
have  no  mutual  relation,  but  on  comparison  will  be 
found  truly  and  symbolically  representative  of  the  same 
original.    Observe  how  beautifully  they  approach  each 

i 

*  Exod.  xxviii.  xxix.  f  Heb.  vi.  passim. 

I  Mat.  xvii.  2.  Mark  ix.  3.  $  Gh.  vii.  9. 

||  Ch.  x.  5,  6. 

other 
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other  in  another  passage  of  Scripture:  M  Wo  to  the 
"  multitude  of  many  people,  which  make  a  noise  like 
"  the  noise  of  the  seas,  and  to  the  rushing  of  nations^ 
"  like  the  rushing  of  mighty  waters*  V*  This  figurative 
resemblance,  having  its  foundation  in  nature,  has  been 
noticed  also  in  classical  antiquity.  Demosthenes,  de* 
sirous  of  acquiring  that  forcible  oratory  which  should 
rise  superior  to  the  tumult  of  popular  assemblies,  was 
in  the  practice  of  declaiming  before  the  waves  of  a 
stormy  sea.  > 

\5.  Smelting  brass,  as  if  burned  brightly  in  a  fur* 
nace.]  See  Schleusner  on  the  word  %eth*oKitavw9  where  it 
will  appear  that  the  most  learned  interpreters  assign 
this  meaning  to  it,  which  corresponds  exactly  with  the 
resplendent  brightness  of  the  thing  seen  in  this  vision. 
This  is  expressed  by  Ezek«  xl.  3,  and  Dan.  x.  6.  a?  o^xci; 
%*Ax8  ffTiXGovroe.  And  vexvpufj^voi,  though  in  the  perfect 
tense,  docs  not  seem  to  express  burned,  that  is,  the  fire 
being  extinct,  but  having  been  in  the  act  of  burning  so 
long  as  to  have  obtained  a  great  degree  of  brightness. 
So  the  context  <t>\oi  wp><;,  and  the  parallel  passages  re- 
ferred to  in  the  foregoing  note,  seem  to  point  out ;  also,  1 
ch.  x.  1,  where  the  angel's  feet  are  w  wtuXoi  w^;. 

Ver.  16.  Seven  stars.]  The  seven  stars  in  the  hand 
of  the  great  High  Priest,  are  explained  below,  ver.  20, 
to  signify  the  angels  of  the  seven  Churches.  To  un- 
derstand which  expression,  we  may  observe,  that  AfyfAcc, 
angel,  in  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  as  well  as  in 
profane  authors,  is  generally  used  to  signify  a  messenger, 
ambassador,  or  representative;  one  who  bears  a  deputed 
office  or  commission ;  and  that  it  rarely  occurs  in  the 
sense  in  which  we  understand  the  English  word,  angel, 

•  Is.  xvii.  12.    See  also  Psalm  xciii.  4.    Ezek.  1.  24.  xliii.  2. 
Rev.  xiv.  2.  xix.  6.    Wisd.  xvii.  4. 

(i.  e. 
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(i.  e.    miSstnger  ftom  God),  without  the  addition  of 
the  words  God  or  Lord  •  either  expressed,  Or  evidently 
from  the  context  understood.  Examples  are  numerous, 
and  may  be  seen  In  all  the  Concordances.    The  «ry«*©/, 
angels,  or  messengers  of  John  Baptist  (luke  vii.  24.) 
of  Christ  (Luke  ix.  52.)  of  Peter  (Acts  xii.  15.)  were 
human  beings,  ambassadors,  delegates.    Such  were  the 
twelve  Apostles,  as  the  very  name  implies,  messengers, 
delegates;  to  which  Saint  Paul  adds  that  of  herald 
(x^E  ««  arorroXog,  1  Tim.  ii.  7.)  which  has  nearly  tht 
same  signification.    They  executed  the  office  of  am- 
bassadors under  Christ  | ;  and  the  Bishops,  afterwards 
delegated  by  them,  held  the  same  kind  of  commission. 
For.  Saint  Paul,  mentioning  under  what  name  or  title 
such  heads  of  the  Church,  Titus  and  others,  were 
to  be  received,  says,   * 1  They  are  the  messengers  of 
the  Churches,  (in  the  original  it  is  *xorfo\oi,)  and  the 
glory  of  Christ  J."    They  held  an  intermediate  and 
delegated  office,  between  Christ,  the  Head  of  all  the 
Churches,  and  that  particular  Church  to  which  they 
were  deputed  by  him  or  his  Apostles.    They  were  the 
under-shepherds,  to  whom  particular  flocks  were  in- 
trusted, and  from  whom  the  Great  Shepherd  will  ex- 
j>ect  account.    To  such  persons,  in  so  intermediate 
and  responsible  an  office,  the  injunctions  of  their  Lord, 
the  supreme  Head,  are  addressed.    As  he  walks  in  the 
midst  of  the  seven  lamp-bearers,  or  seven  Churches,  so 
he  possesses,  and  directs,  the  seven  lights  which  are  to 
be  placed  upon  them.    The  lights  which  the  Churches 
receive,  are  derived  from  him,  and  pass  through  his 
hand.    These  lights  or  teachers,  and  heads  of  the 

•  AfytXaj  r»  0i»  or  Kt£<a. 

f  2  Cor.  v.  20.    Eph.  vi.  CO.    1  Cor.  ir.  I, 

X  2  Cor.  iv.  i. 

Church, 
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Church,  arc  here  represented  under  the  emblems  of 
stars ;  by  which,  in  the  symbolical  language  of  Scrip, 
ture,  are  signified  eminent  leaders  in  God's  service. 
Under  this  symbol,  Joshua,  David,  and  others,  and 
Christ  himself,  are  denoted  *.  And  it  well  accords  to 
the  distinguished  presidents  and  conductors  of  the 
Christian  Church,  whose  appropriate  reward  is  an- 
nounced f,  that  14  they  shall  shine  as  the  stars  for  ever 
"  and  ever."  And  the  removal  of  such  teachers  is  re- 
presented in  prophetical  language,  as  the  stars  being 
removed,  covered,  darkened,  and  not  giving  their 
light  %. 

Ver.  16.  And  from  hh  mouth  a  two-edged  sharp  ' 
sword  coming  forth.]  This  is  the  weapon  by  which 
our  Lord  and  his  followers  are  to  conquer  at  the  last ; 
and  therefore  is  again  described  in  ch.  xix.  15,  21. 
In  an  eminent  passage  of  the  evangelical  Prophet,  con- 
fessedly prophetical  of  our  Lord,  it  is  said,  "  He  shall 
"  smite  the  earth  with  the  rod  of  his  mouth,  and  with 
"the  breath  of  his  lips  shall  he  slay  the  wicked 
Agreeably  to  which,  the  "  sword  of  the  Spirit"  is  called 
by  St.  Paul,  "  the  word  of  God  || ;"  and  is  the  weapon 
with  which,  according  to  the  same  Apostle,  even 
M  with  the  spirit  of  his  mouth,"  the  Lord  shall  destroy 
the  man  of  sin  ^f.  And  the  powers  of  this  weapon  are 
again  described  :  u  The  word  of  God  is  quick**,  and 
u  powerful,  and  sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword  ff." 

♦  Num.  xxiv.  17.   Rev.  xxii.  l6\    Dan.  viii.  10.  2  Mace.  ix.  10. 
f  Dan.  xii.  3. 

I  Ezek.  xxxii.  8.  Joel  ii.  10.  iii.  15.  and  in  other  paasagei. 
§  Is.  xi.  4.    See  also  Ii.  xxx.  28,  33.  xlix.  2.    Job  xli.  19,  21. 
Ps.  cxlix.  6. 

||  Eph.  vi.  17.  HI  2  Thess.  ii.  8. 

i.  e.  alive,  Zip.  ft  Heb.  iv.  12. 

These 
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These  quotations  from  Holy  Writ  cast  considerable 
light  upon  the  passage  before  us,  and  shew  the  nature 
of  the  arms,  by  which  our  Lord  and  his  Church  are  to 
gain  their  victories ;  not  by  the  usual  instruments  of 
human  warfare,  but  by  the  preaching  of  the  word  in 
evangelical  purity  and  power.  The  metaphor  of  the 
sword,  employed  here  to  represent  powerful  speech,  may 
appear  bold;  "  but,"  says  Bishop  Lowth,  1 '  it  is  just*. 
*'  it  has  been  employed  by  the  most  ingenious  heathen 
"  writers,  if  Avith  equal  elegance,  not  with  equal  force. 
"  It  is  said  of  Pericles,  by  Aristophanes  f, 

'Ovlvs  :Kv>.ny  xat  yjows  retry  ^lofa/f 
To  xirlfoir  ffiu»1fliX«iri  aufwfinur. 

Apud  Died.  lib.  xii. 

■  bis  powerful  speech 
Pierced  the  hearer's  soul,  and  left  behind 
Deep  in  his  bosom  its  keen  point  infix'd. 

"  Pindar  is  particularly  fond  of  this  metaphor,  and 
"  frequently  applies  it  to  his  own  poetry.    Olvmp.  ii. 

"  160,  149.  ix.  17." 

The  Sun.]  Our  Lord  has  the  stars,  the  lesser  lights, 
the  ministers  of  his  word,  in  his  hand,  under  his  direr* 
tion ;  but  he  himself  alone  shineth  like  the  greater 
light,  "  The  Sun  of  righteousness,  with  sevenfold 
4<  light  J."  But  as  he  is.  in  glory,  so  shall  be  likewise  his 
faithful  servants  after  their  resurrection.  "  They  shall 
"shine  forth  as  the  sun,  in  the  kingdom  of  their 
"  Father 

Here  ends  the  Apostle's  description  of  this  appear- 
ance of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  for  such  he  undoubtedly 
is,  from  his  account  of  himself,  which  follows  in  verse 

*  On  Is.  xlix.  2. 

+  See  Cicero,  tpist.  ad.  Atticutn,  xii.  6* 

X  Mai.  iv.  2.  Is.  xxx.  26.  $  Mat.  xiii.  43. 

the 
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the  18th,  and  which  can  belong  to  none  of  the 
natures,  but  solely  to  the  only-begotten  Son  of  Gocf: 
It  is  also  to  be  observed,  that  our  Lord  repeats,  and 
applies  to  himself,  all  this  description,  in  his  addresses 
to  the  seven  Churches,  contained  in  the  two  subsequent 
chapters ;  and  in  one  of  these  passages  he  calls  himself 
4  inn  rov  0£oO,  the  Son  of  God.  Now  an  angel,  or  even, 
a  good  man,  in  the  language  of  Scripture  is  called 
sometimes  wo;  0*8,  a  son  of  God;  but  none  except 
the  only  begotten,  our  Lord  Jesus,  is  ever  styled  i  vw 
r*  Qm,  the  Son  of  God.  Ch.  ii.  18.  Add  to  this,  that 
in  the  next  verse,  Saint  John  is  described  as  prostrating 
himself  before  this  Son  of  Man,  and  no  reproof  follows, 
as  in  ch.  xix.  10,  and  xxii.  9»  when  he  prostrates  him- 
self to  the  angel.  This  shews  the  difference  between 
an  angel  and  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God  ;  and 
unites,  with  other  passages  of  Scripture  in  authorising 
the  worship  which  the  orthodox  Christians  pay  to  their 
Redeemer.  Such  was  the  opinion  of  the  most  ancient 
commentators,  To  rv\g  QeorviTos  tb  Xystt  t^^>uiy£Txt  /xfyefio^ 
*ut8  y*f  $gA«  ra  <tv/xt*vt*  *. 

Ver.  17.  As  dead.]  The  effect  here  described  is 
such  as  was  to  be  expected  from  the  conflict  of  passions 
in  the  breast  of  the  Apostle,  of  surprise  and  delight,  of 
fear  and  joy.  For,  it  was  the  appearance  of  the  Son  of 
Man,  who  on  earth  had  dignified  Saint  John  with  his 
peculiar  love,  but  it  was  at  the  same  time  awful  and 
alarming. 

Ib.  And  he  laid  his  right  hand  upon  me.]  The 
right  hand  is  the  hand  of  protection,  and  of  salvation  f, 
and  of  fellowship  J,  and  the  instrument  of  conveying 
spiritual  gifts       The  touch  felt  palpably   by  the 


•  And.  Caesariens.  in  loc.  t  Psalms,  passim. 

;  Gal.ii.9.  *  AcUviiU  18. 

n  Apostle, 
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Apostle,  is  agreeable  to  that  part  of  Scripture  which 
represents  our  Lord,  after  his  resurrection,  as  an  object 
of  feeling.  This  passage  is  sublime  #:  Mahomet  per- 
ceived and  has  imitated  it  in  his  fictions :  but  his  imi- 
tation is  carried  to  a  vicious  excess;  the  hand  of  God, 
touching  the  Prophet,  is  described  to  be  cold f. 

lb.  Fear  not.]  The  scenery  accompanying  the  visions 
under  the  Gospel,  is  of  a  milder  nature  than  that  under 
the  Mosaical  dispensation,  which  was  ushered  in  at 
Mount  Sinai  with  so  dreadful  an  apparatus,  that  none 
could  dare  to  behold  %.  "  Fear  not"  is  the  comforting 
assurance  to  the  Virgin,  to  Zacharias,  to  the  Shepherds, 
to  the  Women  at  the  Sepulchre,  under  similar  impres- 
sions. 

Ib.  Iam  the  first  and  the  last.]  See  the  notes  on  verses 
4  and  8. 

Ver.  18.  The  keys.]  To  bear  the  keys,  imports  the 
same,  both  in  Scriptural  and  Pagan  antiquity,  as  to 
bear  power  and  office.  In  chap.  iii.  ver.  7,  our  Lord 
is  represented  to  have  "  the  keys  of  David  to  bear 
that  power  and  oflke  which  were  attributed  to  him  by 
the  Prophet  Isaiah,  in  the  very  same  words  §.  It  is  by 
these  keys  that  he  possesses  the  sole  and  exclusive 
right  of  opening  and  shutting  to  all  eternity  ft. 

*  "  Who  can  read,  if  he  reads  without  prejudice,  the  following 
•*  address  of  Jesus  to  John,  sinking  to  the  ground  through  fear,  and  not 
m  be  affected  with  the  greatness  of  the  thought  and  the  expressions  ? 
«  Fear  not,  &c.  &c.  v,  17,  T8."  Michaelis,  Introd.  to  N.  Test.  ch. 
xxxhi.  sect.  x. 

f  Piideaux,  Life  of  Mahomet.  Vie  de  Mahomed  par  Boulain- 
▼illiers,  p.  356. 

$  Heb.  xii.  2  Cor.  iii.  7,  8. 
§  Is.  xxii.  22. 

||  S«e  Greg.  Neocses.  Oratio  Panegyr.  p.  7S.  edit.  Paris;,;  Bp. 
Lowth  on  Isaiah  xxii.  J2  >  and  Jorlin's  Sermons,  vol.  ir.  *66*. 

Ib. 
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lb.  Hell.]  By  this  word,  in  popular  language,  is  com- 
monly expressed  the  Gehenna,  or  place  of  punishment, 
only :  but  this  is  not  the  true  and  proper  sense  of  the 
word,  the  sense  in  which  it  is  to  be  taken  in  this 
passage;  for  the  word  Hell  will  be  found  in  our  old 
writers  to  answer  exactly  to  the  Scheol  of  the  Hebrews, 
and  to  the  Hades  of  the  Greeks.  It  is  the  general 
receptacle  of  the  dead,  the  place  of  departed  souls, 
whatever  it  may  be,  whether  happy  or  miserable** 
And  therefore,  though  I  had  at  first  used  the  word 
Hades  iu  my  translation,  after  the  examples  of  Bishop 
Lowth  and  of  Daubuz,  I  afterwards  restored  this 
word  from  the  old  translation  ;  because,  rightly  under- 
stood, it  is. fully  adequate  to  represent  the  idea  of  the 
original :  and  why  should  we  adopt  foreign  phrases, 
when  our  own  language  is  competent  to  express  what 
we  intend?  Besides,  we  seem  obliged  to  preserve,  in 
our  versions  of  the  Scriptures,  this  English  expression, 
in  conformity  with  our  principal  creed,  and  with  the 
third  article  of  our  national  religion  ;  in  both  of  which 
the  word  Hell  is  used  ;  and  so  used,  is  continually  ex- 
plained by  our  catechists  to  mean  the  invisible  mansion 
of  departed  souls*  In  the  earlier  forms  of  our  language 
it  was  written  Hele,  being  derived  from  the  Saxon 
Helan,  to  coven 

Death  is  a  formidable  foe,  who  kills  the  body;  but 
there  is  yet  a  more  dreadful  enemy,  which  attacks  the 
soul,  in  those  regions  beyond  the  grave,  where  "  the 
11  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched."  Both 
are  mentioned  by  our  Lord,  in  Matt  x.  28,  and  he 
points  out  which  is  the  most  formidable.    Both  are 

*  See  the  learned  notes  of  Grotius  on  Matt.  xvi.  18.  Luke  xvi.  25. 
xxiii.  43,  and  Schleutner  or  Parkhurat  on  the  word  \a&>«. 

nS  frequently 
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frequently  persdnified  in  Scripture*;  and  both  are 
addressed  in  that  animated  apostrophe,  "  O  Death, 
u  where  is  thy  sting !  O  Grave  where  is  thy 

victory  t  The  gates  of  death,  which  are  opened  by 
these  keys,  are  frequently  mentioned  in  Scripture  J; 
and  the  gates  of  Hell  {wXat  aJa)  by  our  Saviour^. 
And  the  same  metaphorical  expression  is  used  by 
heathen  authors  ||.  The  keys  of  these  gates  are  in  the 
possession  of  the  Captain  or'  our  Salvation,  who,  by 
suffering  death,  triumphed  over  Death  fl";  under  his 
banner,  "  Death  is  swallowed  up  in  victory."  This 
conquest  is  represented  as  complete  in  ^Cor.  xv.  and 
in  the  sequel  of  this  hook  By  this,  Christ  has 
obtained  for  his  faithful  followers  a  safe  passage  through 
the  gates  of  Death,  and  through  the  terrors  of  Hell,  to 
that  kingdom  of  glory  which  he  has  prepared  for  them. 
Under  no  consideration  can  our  Redeemer  be  felt  of 
greater  importance  to  us,  than  as  possessing  the  keys  of 
Death,  and  of  our  future  state  of  everlasting  existence. 

Ver.  19.  Write,  &c]  The  Apostle  is  commanded 
to  write  for  the  information  of  the  Church;  and  the 
subject  matter  which  he  is  to  write  is  here  divided  (as 
indeed  it  naturally  divides)  into  two  parts  ;  1st,  the 
scene  then  before  him,  with  the  address  to  the  seven 
Churches,  revealing  to  them  their  then  internal  and 
real  state ;  2dly,  the  events  which  were  to  happen  to 
the  Church  in  future.  This  same  division  occurs  again 
in  ch.  iv.  1,  where,  the  first  part  being  dispatched,  the 
Prophet  is  invited  to  behold  "  the  things  which  are 
"  about  to  happen  after  these:*  Both  are  revealed  by 
the  spirit  of  prophecy,  which  was  equally  necessary  to 

•  Is.  v.  1*.    llab.  ii.  5.  f  1  Cor.  xv.  55. 

\  Job  xxxviii.  1".    Ps«  ix.  13.  §  Matt.  xvi.  IS, 

I!  Horn.  Iliad,  ix.  3 It.         ?  Htb.  ii.  14.  **  Cfe.  xxi.  4. 

•  discover 
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discover  the  real  internal  state  of  the  Church  then 
existing,  as  the  events  which  were  to  happen  to  it 
in  future.  We  may  instance  in  the  Church  of  Sar- 
dis  *,  which  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  a  living 
Church,  a  Church  flourishing  in  faith,  doctrine,  and 
practice;  but  she  is  discovered,  by  the  spirit  of  pro- 
phecy, to  be  "rfeorft-" 

Ver.  20.  The  mystery,']  Mvwyov,  In  the  scriptural 
language,  generally  signifies  hidden  and  recondite 
knowledge;  such  as  is  accessible  only  by  the  peculiar 
favour  and  revelation  of  God  J.  In  prophetic  language, 
as  in  this  passage,  and  in  ch.  xvii.  7,  it  is  used  to  sig- 
nify the  meaning  concealed  under  figurative  resem- 
blances. So  the  stars  are  angels,  and  tlie  lamp- bearers 
churches :  for  the  explanation  of  which,  as  relating  to 
the  lamp- bearers,  see  the  note,  ver.  12,  and  as  relating 
to  the  stars,  ver.  16 ;  in  which  latter  note  will  be  seen 
some  of  the  reasons  why  the  bishops  or  presidents  of 

•  Ch.  iii.  i« 

f  Some  commentators  have  supposed  three  divisions,  as  arising 
from  these  words  of  Jesus  Christ ;  namely,  «  to  express  the  things 
which  John  bad  already  seen;  u  tio-i,  the  things  which  he  was  seeing,  the 
present  state  of  the  Churches ;  i  /mAAu  yi»(?0»<,  the  things  to  come. 
But  it  will  appear  that  John  had  already  seen  uothing  but  the  beginning 
of  a  vision,  which  was  then  disclosing  the  i  u*r,  the  present  state  of  the 
Churches.  The  vision  is  one  and  the  same ;  the  Son  of  Man,  clothed 
with  the  same  symbols,  delivers  the  whole  of  it.  And  (he  word  uhr, 
being  used  in  an  indefinite  tense,  may  be  understood  as  having  relation 
to  the  whole  scenery  of  vision  which  was  then  passing,  and  about  to 
pass,  before  the  Apostle ;  and  thus  it  may  be  fitly  translated,  '*  that 
♦'which  thou  seest,"  and,  with  the  oCkmus  of  the  eleventh  verse 
(which  has  also  an  indefinite  signification),  understood  to  comprehend 
the  two  subsequent  divisions.  It  is  to  be  observed  also,  that  the 
word  ii$ts  is  applied  in  the  next  verse  to  the  appearance  of  the  Son  of 
Man,  with  the  symbols  of  the  stars,  ice.  which  John  was  at  that  present 
instant  beholding }  and  that  in  the  verse  next  following  (ch.  ii.  1.)  Jesus 
is  described  continuing  to  hold  the  stars,  by  the  present  participle,  x^nrwr, 

;  l  Cor.  ii.  7.  xiii.  2.  xv.  51.  Eph.  iii.  3.  v.  32. 

th« 

» 

Digitized  by  Google 


38  APOCALYPSE.  [Pt.  I.  §4. 

the  primitive  Church  were  called  angels  or  messengers; 
and  why,  consistently  with  the  usage  of  the  symbolic 
language  in  Scripture,  they  are  represented  under  the 
emblem  of  stars.  In  Malachi  ii.  7,  the  Priest  of  the 
Lord  is  styled  Angel  or  Messenger  of  the  Lord.  And 
it  appears  from  the  accounts  of  the  ancient  Jewish 
synagogue  (the  forms  of  which  were  followed  in  the 
first  Christian  Churches),  that  the  ruler  of  the  syna- 
gogue, or  at  least  the  chief  minister,  was  styled  Sheliach 
Zibhor,  The  Angel  of  the  Congregation  *  ;  and  what 
the  Sheliach  Zibbor  did  in  the  synagogue,  that  the 
tfishop  appears  to  have  done  in  the  primitive  Christian 
Church  1%  The  term  angel,  or  messenger,  instead  of 
bishop,  seems  to  have  been  in  use  principally,  if  not 
exclusively,  in  the  eastern  Churches. 

*  Buxtorf,  Synag,  Jud,  Vitringa  de  Syn.  Vet,  Prideaux,  Coo. 
part,  i.  book  vi. 

f  Jntrod.  to  N.  T.  by  Beausobre  and  L'Enfant. 


 : — -r- 
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PART  I. 


SECTION  IV. 

The  Address  to  the  Church  in  Ephesus. 


1  T£  ifviAy  tv 

<K*4,»*  TiJ«  Xi- 
V"   A  Xf«Tvr  TUf 

litia  *rif*f  it  t£ 

Ttx  ^y  n  (jury  rut 
nrli    >iyji2n  T«5» 

if*  <r»,  $  ™  ui- 
Ivrp  $a.<;iaau 


\  —  • 
on  a 


chap.  ii.  v  t r .  1—7. 

1  Unto  the  Angel  of  the 
Church  in  Ephesus, 
write;  Thus  saith  he 
who  holdeth  the  seven 
sUrs  in  his  right  hand, 
who  walketh  in  the 
midst  of  the  seven 
golden  lamp- bearers ; 

2  I  know  thy  works,  and 
thy  labour,  and  thy 
patience,  and  that  thou 
canst  not  endure  evil 
men,    And  thou  hast 


I  Unto  the  Angel  of  the 
Church  of  Ephesus, 
write,  These  things 
saith  he  that  holdeth 
the  seven  stars  in  his 
right  hand,  who  walk- 
eth in  Uie  midst  of  the 
seven,  golden  candle- 

3  Sticks ;  I  know  thy 
works,  and  thy  labour, 
and  thy  patience,  and 
bow  thou  canst  not 
beaj  them,  which  are 
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y$  iitufaaxt 

T«r  Xryo»T«j  txvUis 

tla'i'  k,  tlfts  atlrvf 

rxaxi  Stat  to  o*>/xa 
»  »     »  0 

fAtt    KXl    UK  tKVWl- 

xxraatip  en  Trjfi- 

'/txmijr  ad  TUf  Wf«V- 

5  run  *$n* x r.  Mnr 
Cff*wW*x,  j£  /suLs- 

e  i  ?f  X'fAOi  aw 

A»%m»»  at*  ix 

€  ^oj  (*^xw itrjtf a  AA- 
.   X*  tSto  fa 
tsI     x  rvv 

7  yi/W.  'ofx«, 
»W*t«  ri  fi 
imtvfjux  Xiyti  rous 
IxxKnaiats'  TVS  w- 
HairiTt  Suau  aura/ 

T>5f  ^^jf,  0  ft 
TV  BX£x5n'ap  t3 
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tried  them  who  say 
they  are  Apobtles,  and 
are  not ;  and  thou  hast 

3  found  them  false.  And 
thou  hast  patience, 
and  hast  endured  on 
account  of  my  name, 
and    hast    not  been 

4  wearied  out.  But  I 
have  against  thee  that 
thou  hast  left  thy  for* 

5  merlove.  Be  mindful, 
then,  whence  thou  art 
fallen,  and  repent,  and 
do  the  former  works  ; 
or  else  I  am  coming 
to  thee  [soon],  and  I 
will  remove  thy  1  amp- 
bearer  out  of  its  place, 
unless    tbou  repent. 

6*  But  this  thou  hast, 
that  thou  hatest  the 
works  of  the  Nico- 
laitans,  which  I  also 

7  hate.  He  that  hath 
an  ear,  let  him  hear 
what  the  Spirit  saith 
unto  the  Churches,  To 
him  that  overcometh, 
to  him  will  I  grant  to 
eat  of  the  tree  of  life, 
which  is  in  the  Para- 
dise of  my  God. 
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evil;  and  thou  hast 
tried  them  which  say 
they  are  Apostles,  and 
are  not;  aud  hastfound 

3  them  liars:  And  hast 
borne,  and  hast  pa- 
tience, and  for  my 
name's  sake  hast  la- 
boured, aud  hast  not 

4  fainted.  Nevertheless, 
I  have  somewhat  a- 
gainst  thee,  because 
thou    hast    left  thy 

5  first  love.  Remember, 
therefore,  from  whence 
thou  art  fallen,  and 
repent,  and  do  the  first 
works;  or  else  I  will 
come  unto  thee  quick- 
ly, and  will  remove  thy 
candlestick  out  of  his 
place,  except  thou  re- 

6  pent.  But  this  thou 
hast,  that  thou  hatest 
the  deeds  of  the  Nico- 
Iaitanes,  which  I  also 

7  hate.  He  that  hath 
an  ear,  let  him  bear 
what  the  Spirit  saith 
unto  the  Churches, 
To  him  that  over- 
cometh, will  I  give  to 
eat  of  the  tree  of  life, 
which  is  in  the  midst 
of  the  Paradise  of  God. 


Ver.  1.  Unto  the  angel  of  the  Church.]  The  ad- 
dress of  our  Lord  is  not  unto  the  angels,  or  presidents 
of  the  churches,  on  their  own  behalf]  but  on  account 

of 
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of  the  churches  over  which  they  preside.  This  will 
appear  in  many  instances,  but  particularly  in  that  of 
the  Church  of  Thyatira*,  where  v^iv  U  Key  a,  (I  say 
to  you,  not  to  thee)  plainly  shews  it.  Some  of  the 
commentators,  overlooking  this,  have  understood  the 
words  of  Christ  as  addressed  to  the  Presidents  on 
their  own  individual  account.  They  are  addressed 
to  the  seven  Churches  in  particular,  and  through 
them  to  the  universal  church  in  all  times  and  in  all 
places ;  such  is  the  figurative  import  of  the  number 
seven  f.  Some  commentators  have  proceeded  farther. 
They  have  imagined  that  under  the  description  of  the 
seven  churches,  seven  successive  periods  of  the  church 
are  prophetically  delineated.  But  this  does  not  agree 
with  the  division  made  by  the  Divine  Giver  of  this 
Revelation  J,  whereby  he  points  out  the  second  and 
third  chapters  as  containing  d  em,  "  the  things  which 
"  now  are,"  and  the  remaining  chapters  as  unfolding 
&  fitkXei  ytvtcbai  /x*7*  rccvlz,  "  the  things  which  are  about 
"  to  be  after  these."  And  without  entering  into  far- 
ther particulars,  it  must  appear,  that  no  description 
of  any  of  the  seven  Churches  is  sufficiently  dark,  to 
express  the  corrupt  state  of  religion  in  the  middle  ages 
as  described  in  history  ;  or  as  prophetically  delineated 
in  the  subsequent  parts  of  this  revelation :  Nor  can 
we  here  find  any  representation  of  that  triumphant 
state  of  the  church,  which,  from  the  concluding 
chapters  of  this  book,  and  from  other  prophecies,  we 
have  reason  to  respect.  Another  yet  more  fanciful 
exposition  has  been  added  to  this;  under  the  Greek 
name  of  each  of  the  seven  churches,  the  successive 

*  Ch.  ii.  24.  f  See  note,  chap.  i.  4. 

t  Ch.  i.  19.  which  compare  with  ch.  iv.  1.  and  see  the  note  on  the 

former  passage 

cha- 
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character  of  the  universal  Church  has  been  sup- 
posed to  be  mysteriously  expressed.  Bede,  in  the 
eighth  century,  is  the  first  author  in  whom  I  recollect 
to  have  seen  this  mode  of  interpretation.  He  finds 
myrrh  in  the  word  Smyrna,  and  then  applies  the 
qualities  of  myrrh  to  the  city  of  that  name ;  others 
following  the  example  (exemplum  runs  imitabile), 
have  extended  this  method  of  interpretation  to  all 
the  seven  churches. 

Ib.  Ephesus.]  This  is  the  city,  in  which  the  apostle 
Saint  John  commonly  resided*,  and  from  which  he 
would  visit  the  six  remaining  Churches,  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  here  named.  It  is  also  the  first  sea- 
port to  one  proceeding  from  the  Island  of  Patmos, 
from  which  the  distribution  of  our  Lord's  injunctions, 
to  the  seven  Churches  would  begin.  Strabo,  who 
wrote  about  50  years  before  the  date  of  this  vision, 
and  who  had  been  educated  in  the  province  of  Asia, 
and  was  personally  acquainted  with  every  part  of  it, 
has  described  Ephesus  as  the  most  considerable  city 
in  that  regionf.  So  likewise  PlinyJ.  Possessing  the 
famous  temple  of  Diana,  which  had  been  endowed 
with  peculiar  privileges  by  the  conquerors  Xerxes 
and  Alexander,  it  became  a  distinguished  seat  of 
heathen  idolatry.  Hence  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel 
was  opposed  in  this  city  from  political  prejudices  and 
mercenary  motives  §.  But  the  cause  of  true  religion 
prevailed,  by  the  diligent  preaching  of  Saint  Paul 
assisted  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  That  Apostle  made 
Ephesus  his  abode  "  for  the  space  of  two  years 
and,  as  this  city  was  the  grand  mart  of  Asia,  so  it 

•  Iren.  adv.  Haer.  lib.  iii.  c.  I.    Euseb.  Eccl.  Hist.  lib.  iii.  c.  23. 
t  Strabo,  ii.  p.  865,  941.  ;  Nat.  Hist.  lib.  v.  c.  «9« 

$  Acts  xix.  *6\ 
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'  became  a  central  point,  whence  the  Christian  Reli- 
gion was  successfully  propagated  ;  "  so  that  all  they 
"  who  dwelt  in  Asia,  heard  the  word  of  the  Lord 
"  Jesus,  both  Jews  and  Greeks**."  Therefore,  when 
Saint  John,  some  years  later,  came  to  dwell  in  Asia, 
Ephesus  became  the  proper  place  of  his  residence. 

We  may  learn  somewhat  of  the  state  of  this 
Church,  about  30  or  40  years  before  the  date  of 
this  vision,  from  the  Epistles  of  Saint  Paul  to 
Timothy,  whom  he  had  left  at  Ephesus,  and  who 
was  Angel  or  Apostle,  of  this  Church  at  the  time 
when  the  letters  of  Saint  Paul  were  addressed  to  himf. 
It  was  then  assailed  by  zealots,  probably  Jews,  who 
taught  their  "  fables  and  endless  genealogies,"  and 
made  little  account  of  that  charity  which  is  "  the 
"  end  of  the  commandment."  We  might  obtain  ad- 
ditional information  on  this  subject,  from  the  Epistle 
of  Saint  Paul  which  is  inscribed  to  the  Ephesians,  if  it 
should  appear  to  be  written  peculiarly  to  the  inhabitants, 
of  that  city.  But  doubts  have  been  advanced  upon 
this  subject :  and  some  have  supposed  that  this  Epistle 
is  that  M'hich  Saint  Paul  had  sent  to  the  Laodiccans, 
and  which,  at  the  conclusion  of  his  Epistle  to  the 
Colossians,  he  orders  to  be  read,  interchangeably 
with  that  Epistle,  by  the  two  Churches]:,  But  how- 
ever 

*  Acts  xix.  10.  t  1  Tim.  t.  3. 

J  Sec  Whitby  on  Coloss.  iv.  6".  Paley's  Uorac  Paulina.  Larduer's 
Cred.  vol.  vi.  Bp.  Pretyman's  Christian  Theology,  vol.  i.— Certainly 
this  Epistle  contains  nothing  personal  to  the  Ephesians,  which  might 
be  expected  in  the  letter  of  an  Apostle  who  had  resided  above  two 
years  among  them.  And  to  me  it  appears  probable,  that  containing 
only  a  general  exposition  of  the  Christian  dispensation  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  Gentiles,  and  a  general  view  of  the  Christian  doctrines  as 
applicable  to  all,  and  coufiued  tQ  no  community  in  particular,  it  was 

intended 
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ever  this  matter  may  be  determined,  it  is  certain  that 
the  Church  of  Ephesus  had  enjoyed  very  considerable 
advantages,  beyond  most  other  churches,  at  the  time 
when  our  Lord  now  addresses  it.  Saint  Paul  had  re- 
sided at  Ephesus  upwards  of  two  years,  and  afterwards 
Timothy,  under  his  immediate  direction ;  lastly,  the 
Apostle  Saint  John  had  fixed  his  abode  there.  All 
this  accords  with  the  address  of  our  Lord  to  this 
Church,  in  which  it  is  (1st)  represented,  as  free  from 
heretical  doctrines ;  (2dly)  is  reprimanded  severely  for 
a  defect  in  charity ;  for  to  whom  much  is  given,  of 
the  same  much  will  be  required. 

The  History  of  Ephesus,  from  the  apostolical  times 
to  the  present,  is  in  abridgment  as  follows.  This 
city  stood  very  high  in  the  commonwealth  of  Chris- 
tians for  some  centuries.  She  sent  her  bishops  to  the 
general  councils,  and  councils  were  holden  at  Ephesus. 
About  ten  or  twenty  years  after  this  address  of  her 
Lord  to  her,  at  the  time  of  Ignatiuss  martyrdom* 

iutended  to  be  circulated  not  only  at  Ephesus,  but  in  all  the  adjacent 
region  ;  and  accordingly  might  be  addressed  also  to  the  Laodicean*. 
Arguments  for  this  hypothesis  may  be  seen  in  Mjchaelit's  Introduc- 
tion to  the  New  Testament,  ch.  xx.  Add  to  these,  that  Tychicus  was 
the  bearer  of  this  Epistle  ;  and  Tychicus  appears  to  have  been  often 
employed  in  bearing  the  communications  of  this  Apostle  to  the 
Churches;  (Col.  iv.  7.  2  Tim.  iv.  12.  Tit.  ii'u  12.)  From  Rome, 
where  Saint  Paul  wrote  this  Epistle,  Tychicus  had  to  travel  over 
many  regions  befpre  be  would  arrive  at  Ephesus.  This  Epistle,  as  a 
Catholic  universal  address,  was  of  a  fit  character  to  be  distributed 
as  he  passed  through  the  Churches.  The  copy  left  at  Ephesus  bad 
the  words  n  Efioy  inserted,  and  this  copy  principally  was  preserved, 
and  acknowledged  by  the  Fathers  of  the  Church.  But  in  some  of  the 
MSS.  now  extant,  the  words  » Eftvy  are  not  to  be  found,  and  in 
some  the  word  om<  is  added  after  iymt  (such  is  tbe  case  in  the  famous 
Alexandrine  MS.)  which  gives  some  colour  to  this  supposition,  of  its 
being  a  Catholic  Epistle,  designed  for  many  of  the  Gentile  Churches. 
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she  appears  to  be  in  a  flourishing  state,  having  in  her 
bosom  great  numbers  of  Christians  professing  a  pure 
faith,  and  directed  by  Onesimus  an  excellent  bishop  ; 
The  heresies,  which  then  began  to  prevail  throughout 
the  Churches,  had  not  yet  corrupted  her  In  the 
third  naval  expedition  of  the  barbarians  from  the 
Euxine,  during  the  reign  of  Valerian,  Ephesus  sutTer- 
ed  great  calamities.  But  the  grand  desolation  of 
this  city,  under  which  she  now  lies  prostrate,  was  that 
which  she  underwent  in  common  with  the  maritime 
coast  of  Lesser  Asia,  in  the  year  1312,  from  the  de- 
vastating armies  of  the  Turksf.  Ephesus  is  described 
by  modern  travellers  as  little  better  than  a  heap  of 
ruins ;  so  completely  is  her  "  lamp-bearer  removed  J." 

Ib.  Thus  saith  he,  &c]  The  supreme  head  of  the 
Christian  church  is  now  in  the  act  of  visiting  and 
superintending.  To  the  church  of  Ephesus,  with 
which  he  begins,  he  represents  himself  in  that  cha- 
racter and  office,  as  walking  amidst  his  churches,  and 
directing  and  supporting  their  teachers  §. 
«    Ver.  2.  Canst  not  endure.  )  The  word  endure  (&«<r1«Zu) 

Ver.  3.  Hast  endured,  3  is  twice  applied  to  the 
Ephesian  Church,  which  in  the  same  passage  is  com- 
mended, 1st,  for  enduring;  and  2dly,  for  not  endur- 
ing! for  enduring  the  yoke  of  Christianity  without 
fainting  under  the  afflictions  and  persecutions  which 
attended  it ;  for  not  enduring  another  yoke,  namely, 

•  Jgnatii  Epist.  ad  Ephes.  sect.  <>. 
+  Gibbon's  Hist.  i.ch.  10.  vi.  p.  314. 

I  For  accounts  of  the  present  state  of  Ephesus,  and  of  the  other 
six  Churches,  as  briefly  reported  in  the  ensuing  notes,  see  at  large, 
Smith's  Septem  Asia  Eccles.  Notit. ;  Rycaut's  Present  State  of  the 
Greek  Church;  and  the  relations  of  Wheeler,  Spon,  Heyman,  au<* 
Van  Egmont,  in  their  voyages  and  travels. 

§  See  note  i.  12. 

the 


Digitized  by  Google 


Ch.  ii.  ]— 7.]  "APOCALYPSE*  45 

the  yoke  of  doctrines  and  ordinances  of  pretended 
Apostles,  who  under  the  name  of  Christianity  -had 
attempted  to  deceive  them.  This  Church  had. pro- 
ceeded, according  to  the  injunction  of  our  apostle^ 
"to  try  the  Spirits,"  to  bring  the  doctrines  of  these 
pretended  apostles  to  the  test  of  Apostolic  Religionf; 
and  upon  this  trial  had  rejected  them.  If  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  mindful  of  this  commendation,  (which 
is  again  studiously  repeated  in  verse  6,)  had  been 
careful  in  succeeding  times  to  model  its  conduct 
by  the  example  proposed,  it  would  not  have  been 
betrayed  into  antichristian  apostacies,  or  have  sub- 
mitted to  antichristian  domination,  such  as  will  be 
seen  described  in  the  sequel  of  this  prophecy. 

Ver,  4.  Thy  former  love.]  It  seems  justly  remarked 
by  Grotius  on  this  passage,  that  t?w7mv,  as  in  John  i.  15, 
has  the  force  of  r^ole^v.  Tertullian  thus  understood 
it,  desertam  dilectionem  Ephesiis  imputatj.  The 
Church  is  accused  of  having  forsaken  that  warm  and 
extensive  communication  of  charity  which  charac- 
terised Christianity  in  its  infancy,  and  which  in  the 
days  of  Justin  Martyr,  and  of  Tertullian,  is  de- 
scribed to  be  its  distinguishing  ornament  §.  To  fail 
in  this,  is  to  fall  from  primitive  purity;  and  the 
fall  is  great;  to(Uv  £KTfT7wx*c;  and  the  punishment 
threatened,  naturally  follows :  for  the  Church,  which 
is  defective  in  Christian  Charity,  cannot  long  remain 
"  a  shining  light ;"  her  lamp-bearer  is  removed  ||„ 

Ver.  Q.  Nicolaitans.]  It  is  observed  by  Mosheim, 
that  our  knowledge  of  the  sects  and  heresies  of  the  first 

•  1  John  iy.  1.  f  2  John  vi.  Mat.  vii.  16. 

I  De  PcenitentiA,  sect.  8. 

$  Just.  Dial,  cum  Tryphon.  p.  254.  Tertullian.  Apol.  c.  31.  p.  31. 
||  2  Etd.  x.  22. 
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century  is  very  incomplete.  And  doubts  have  arisen, 
whether  in  the  accounts  given  of  the  Nicolaitans, 
by  Iremeus,  Tertullian,  Clemens,  and  others,  they 
did  not  confound  the  Nicolaitans,  mentioned  in  this 
passage,  with  another  sect  afterwards  founded  by  one 
Nicolaus*.  It  appears  from  the  testimony  of  these 
ancient  fathers,  and  of  Eusebiusf,  that  the  Nico- 
laitans, whom  they  describe,  adopted  principles 
which  were  afterwards  held  by  the  Gnostics,  deny- 
ing the  humanity  of  our  Lord,  and  his  real  suffer- 
ings in  the  flesh.  But  these  were  no  novel  doctrines, 
the  Nicolaitans  of  Saint  Johns  time  might  have 
taught  them  ;  for  we  find  them  mentioned  or  alluded 
to  in  Saint  John's  writings  J.  The  same  doctrines  are 
opposed  by  Ignatius  in  his  Epistle  to  the  Trallians, 
and  Ignatius  wrote  at  no  great  distance  of  time  from 
the  date  of  the  Apocalypse.  Polycarp,  the  next  in 
succession,  is  seen  to  oppose  in  his  Epistle  the  same 
errors.  And  the  end  of  the  age  of  Polycarp  brings 
us  down  to  the  times  of  Irenxus,  and  of  Tertullian, 
Clemens  Alexandrinus,  &c.  And  as  these  fathers 
agree  in  calling  the  heretics,  who  professed  these 
tenets,  by  the  name  of  Nicolaitans,  there  seems  good 
reason  for  concluding  that  the  Nicolaitans  of  Saint 
John's  time  were  such.  Their  history,  though  but 
•lightly  touched,  appears  one  and  the  same  through 
the  whole  period  of  time,  from  the  latter  part  of  the 
first  to  the  middle  of  the  second  century.  But  what- 
ever we  may  judge  by  the  evidence  of  their  doctrines, 
the  matter  will  appear  clearer  from  considering  what 
is  delivered  by  the  ancients,  concerning  the  morals 

•  Mosheim,  Eccl.  Hist,  cent  1.  ch. 

f  Hist.  Eccl.  ch.  Hi.  29. 

X  X  John  ii.  18,  19.  iv.  2,  3;  2  John  7. 

and 
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and  practices  of  the  Nicolaitans  whom  they  describe, 
and  by  comparing  them  with  those  mentioned  in 
the  Apocalypse.   They  describe  the  Nicolaitans  as  im- 
pure and  profligate  in  their  lives,  and  in  comment- 
ing on  those  passages  of  Saint  Jnde,  and  of  the  se- 
cond Epistle  of  Saint  Peter,  which  represent  heretical 
leaders,  "  like  the  Sodomites,  turning  the  grace  of 
"God  into  lasciviousness #,"  they  assert  that  these 
were  Nicolaitansf.    The  tradition  of  the  Church  call- 
ed them  by  that  name  ;  and  they  were  probably  he- 
retics of  the  same  kind  as  these  mentioned  by  our 
Saviour,  at  a  time  intermediate  between  the  date  of 
these  Apostolical  Epistles,  and  of  the  writings  of  these 
ancient  Fathers.    It  is  of  their  practices  that  our  Lord 
speaks  with  detestation,  '*  Thou  ha  test  the  works  of 
"  the  Nicolaitans,  which  I  also  hate." 

From  this  testimony  it  appears,  that  these  Nico- 
laitans were  impious  in  their  doctrines,  and  impure 
in  their  lives  J.  The  Christian  Gnostics  afterwards 
adopted  many  of  their  doctrines  and  practices,  and 
are  therefore  said  by  the  ancients  to  be  sprung  from 
them.  The  progressive  history  seems  to  be  this. 
When  the  Apostles  Peter,  and  Jude,  and  John,  wrote 
their  respective  Epistles,  there  were  some  heretical 
teachers  of  this  character,  "  creeping  unawares,"  that 
is,  slyly  and  covertly,  into  the  Church.  When  the 
Apocalypse  came  forth,  they  had  increased,  were  em- 
bodied, and  had  acquired  a  name.  Yet  in  that  form, 
(and  probably  in  consequence  of  our  Lord's  dis- 
avowal of  them  in  this  passage  and  in  ver.  15.)  they 
made  little  progress  :  but  afterwards,  uniting  to  their 

•  Jude  4,  7,  8.    2  Pet.  ii.  2. 

f  See  these  evidences  in  Whitby,  in  loc. 

|  riif.  (xn  Jcy/aaW  mi&tUIo/,  -Kici  h  Cto*  acrtXytaVk.  CEcumenius. 
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principles  of  doctrine,  and  some  of  them  to  their 
practices  (for  all  the  Gnostics  were  not  impure  in  their 
lives*)  the  pompous  title  of  Gnosis,  and  its  philoso- 
phical jargon,  they  swarmed  over  and  corrupted  a 
great  part  of  the  Christian  world. 

It  appears  however  from  the  testimony  of  Ignatius 
given  previously  to  his  martyrdom,  at  a  period  of 
ten  or  twenty  years  after  these  injunctions  of  our 
Lord  were  delivered,  that  this  Church  of  Ephesus 
had  profited  much  by  his  warnings;  for,  when  the 
other  churches  began  to  be  corrupted  by  the  Gnos- 
tics, Ephesus  was  seen  to  flourish  with  a  pure  faith  f. 

Ver.  7.  He  that  hath  an  ear,  &c]  It  was  usual 
with  our  Lord,  when  he  was  about  to  address  himself 
to  his  auditors  in  figurative  language,  to  bespeak  their 
spiritual  attention  by  a  warning  of  this  kind,  "  He 
"  that  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear."  In  the  pas- 
sage before  us  the  language  changes  from  plain  to 
figurative;  and  the  same  notice  is  given.  The  ad- 
dress is  now  from  the  Spirit,  or  seven  Spirits  J,  whose 
office  it  is  to  reveal  mysteries,  and  "  to  shew  things  to 
"come§;"  and  it  applies  not  only  to  the  Church  of 
Ephesus,  but  to  all  the  seven  Churches ;  and  through 
them  to  the  universal  Church,  in  all  ages  and  places  |. 

Ib.  To  him  that  overcomcth.]  Being  summoned  in  the 
words  immediately  preceding,  to  apply  our  spiritual 
ear  to  the  symbolical  language,  in  which  the  Holy 
Spirit  addresses  the  Church,  let  us  in  the  first  place 
inquire  into,  and  settle,  the  figurative  meaning  of 
the  words  conquer,  victory,  &c.  as  used  in  Scripture. 
The  Christian  is  represented  to  be  eugaged  in  a  dan* 

*  Clem.  Alex.  Strom,  lib.  iii.  v. 

f  Ignat.  Epist.  ad  Ephcs.  sect.  9.  Euseb.  Eccl.  Hist.  lib.  iii.  26.  iv.  7* 
I  See  note,  eh.  i.  4.  §  John  xvi.  13.  ||  Note  i.  4. 
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gerous  warfare,  against  a  very  powerful  enemy. 
Lord,  in  St.  Matthew,  ch.  xiii.  39,  and  Saint  Peter,  in" 
his  first  Epistle,  chap.  v.  8,  inform  us  plainly,  that 
this  adversary  is  the  Devil,  that  ancient  foe  of  man- 
kind, who  attacks  us  sometimes  by  deceits  and  entice- 
ments, as  he  did  successfully  our  first  parents ;  some- 
times by  force  and  terror,  as  he  did  those  of  the  first 
Christians,  who  were  exposed  to  the  fiery  trial  of 
martyrdom.  The  arms,  which  he  employs  against  us, 
are  the  temptations,  or  terrors,  of  the  world  and  of 
the  flesh ;  but  these  would  not  be  so  formidable,  if 
they  were  not  aided  by  the  influence  which  he,  as  a 
Spirit,  possesses  over  our  Spirit;  "  for  we  wrestle  not," 
says  Saint  Paul*,  "  against  flesh  and  blood,  but 
"  against  principalities,  against  powers,  against  the 
11  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world,  against  spi- 
M  ritual  wickedness  in  high  places. n  Wherefore  he 
exhorts  us  to  take  in  our  defence  "  the  whole  armour 
"of  God,"  which  he  also  describes  figuratively,  con- 
cluding that,  "  above  all,  we  should  take  the  shield  of 
"  faith,  wherewith  we  shall  be  able  to  quench  all 
"  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  one  (ts  imp)"  This 
combat,  and  these  means  of  victory,  are  also  set  forth 
in  various  parts  of  Scripture,  of  which  the  following 
may  be  produced  as  instances;  1  Tim.  vi.  IS.  1  Thess. 
v.  8.  Rom.  xii.  12.  2  Cor.  vi.  7.  x.  3,  4,  5.  xii.  10. 
1  Cor.  xvi.  13.  1  John  ii.  13,  14.  iv.  4.  5.  v.  4,  5. 
1  Pet.  v.  8,  9.  ii.  11.  James  iv.  7.  Our  Lord  is  de- 
scribed as  having  successfully  fought  this  battle,  at 
the  periods  of  his  temptation  and  of  his  final  suffering, 
and  we  his  servants  can  only  expect  success  by  follow- 
ing him,  "  the  Captain  of  our  salvation,"  who  ha* 
promised  spiritual  assistance  to  those  who  strive 

•  Epb.  vi.  12. 
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against  the  common  enemy,— such  assistance  as  shall 
enable  thera  to  overcome*.    But  with  what  arms  did 
our  Lord  himself  overcome?  for  with  none  other  can 
his  followers  expect  to  conquer ;— not  with  the  wea- 
pons of  human  warfare.    When  such  were  offered  to 
him,  previously  to  the  grand  conflict,  M  put  up  thy 
"  sword,"  said  he  to  the  zealous  apostle,  who  drew 
it  in  his  defence,  "  all  they  that  take  the  sword,"  that 
rely  on  such  arms  in  such  a  cause,  "  shall  perish  with 
"  the  sword,"  shall  lose  that  victory,  which  is  to  be 
gained  by  other  means.    The  means  then  used  by 
the  great  "  Captain  of  our  salvation,"  was  meek  per- 
severance in  the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness, 
founded  upon  faith  in  his  God;  he  conquered,  he 
"was  made  perfect,  by  sufferings  f.M  Which  words 
are  explained  in  the  14th  verse  of  the  same  chapter; 
•4  through  death  he  destroyed  him  that  had  the 
u  power  of  death,  even  the  devil,  openly  triumphing 
"  over  him,"  in  this  very  act  J.    It  is  for  this  reason, 
*hat  our  Lord,  when  preparing  for  this  combat,  in 
which  he  knew  that  by  suffering  he  should  overcome, 
calls  his  death  his  glorification  §.    In  that  last  and  de- 
cisive conflict  in  the  flesh,  with  "  the  prince  of  this 
h  worid  jj,"  as  our  Lord  then  calls  him,  he  overcame 
him  by  suffering ;  and  passing  through  the  grave  to 
heaven,  he  opened  a  passage  for  his  faithful  followers, 
leading  them  triumphantly  into  that  kingdom,  which 
he  had  prepared  for  them,  and  where  "  he  must 
"  reign,"  till  all  his  enemies  shall  be  finally  subdued; 
until  "  Death  shall  be  swallowed  up  in  victory  flV 
Thus,  as  I  have  seen  it  expressed,  with  brighter  truth 

»  Luke  x.  18.  &c.  t  H«b.  ii.  10.  ;  Col.  ii.  15. 

§  John  xii.  23,  28.  xiii.  31.  xvii.  1.  also  vii.  ?3.  xii.  l6\ 
||  Jobn  xii.  13.  xiv.  20.  11  1  Cor,  xv.  24.  54—57. 

than 
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than  Latinity,  "  Victus  qui  sscviebat,  vicit  qui  suf- 
"  ferebat."  "  The  conqueror  was  subdued,  the  suf- 
"  ferer  conquered;"  or,  as,  in  more  stately  lan- 
guage, God  the  Father  is  represented  speaking  of  the 
Son  incarnate; 

"  I  send  him  forth 
"  To  conquer  sin  and  death,  the  two  grand  foes, 
"  By  humiliation  and  strong  sufTrance*.* 

■ 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  Christian  to  be  ready  at  all 
times  to  fight  this  spiritual  battle,  under  the  convic- 
tion, that  he  is  certain  to  triumph,  if  he  be  lawfully 
called  to  the  conflict  f,  and  have  faith  to  follow  his 
great  Leader.  For,  to  suffer  in  that  cause  is  to 
triumph  ;  "  nay,  in  all  these  things,"  says  Saint  Paul 
speaking  of  such  sufferings,  "  we  are  more  than  con- 
(i  querors,  through  Him  who  loved  us$."  And  this  no- 
tion of  conflict,  battle,  vie  tort/,  &c.  will  be  found 
also  to  pervade  the  writings  of  the  early  Christians. 
In  the  martyrdom  of  Ignatius,  published  by  Arch- 
bishop  Usher,  that  martyr  is  called  AflA^rtjc  x*i  yev- 
vmog  fut$7vc  X^g,  x*7tfT«ty<ra£$  tow  A/«£oAov§  and  in  that 
precious  morsel  of  Ecclesiastical  History  in  the  second 
century,  the  epistle  from  the  Gallic  Churches,  the 
persecuting  power  is  styled  i  avliAet^evos,  the  adversary, 
who  fffoyv/xv*£tt,  skirmishes  before  the  battle;  but 
atiiMet  $  xw*c  th  0£»,  the  grace  of  God  conducts  the 
Christian  force  against  him,  and  supports  the  martyrs, 
who  are  called  yntvaioi  ubxrfai,  noble  combatants  |« 
Agreeably  to  these  images,  that  ancient  hymn  of  the 

*  Par.  Reg.  i.  159.         t  2  Tim.  ii.  5.         ;  Rom.  viii.  37. 
§  Euseb.  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  v.  Pref.  &  c.  i. 

||  Euseb.  H.  E.  lib.  v.  Pref.  &  cap.  i.  See  also  the  same  lan- 
guage in  Minuc.  Fcli*  Octav.  c.  SJ. 

o  2  Christian 
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Christian  Church,  beginning  with  Te  Deitm,  recounts 
the  "  noble  army  of  Martyrs."    But  besides  this  battle 
which  every  Christian  has  to  fight  individually,  and 
on  his  own  private  account,  against  the  great  adver- 
sary, there  is  a  more  general  and  extended  warfare* 
in  wIik      he  followers  of  Christ  arc  engaged  in  a 
body,  as  .he  body  of  Christ's  Church,    It  is  against 
the  same  arch-enemy,  the  devil,  and  under  the  same 
leader,  Christ.    For  our  Lord  is  represented  as  con- 
tinually presiding  over  the  fortunes  of  his  church: 
"  Lo,  I  am  with  you,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
u  world*/'    It  is  this  warfare  extended  through  all  the 
ages  of  the  world,  which  seems  principally,  if  not  solely, 
to  be  prefigured  in  the  Apocalypse.    The  Devil  and 
his  worldly  agents  attack  by  seduction  and  corrupt 
doctrine,  by  terror  and  persecution ;  the  church  re- 
sists,  covering  herself  with  the  arms  of  her  great 
Leader,  "  the  cincture  of  truth,  hie  breast-plate  of 
"  righteousness,  the  hdmet  of  salvation,  the  sword  of 
"  the  Spirit,  and,  above  all,  the  shield  of  faith  f. 
u  Though  she  walk  in  the  flesh,  yet  does  she  not  war 
"  after  the  flesh,  for  the  weapons  of  her  warfare  are 
"  not  carnal,  but  mighty,  through  God,  to  the  pull- 
"  ing  down  of  strong  holds,  bringing  into  captivity 
"  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Christ."  Agree- 
ably to  which  words  of  Scripture  in  the  language 
of  the  Apocalypse:  "  He  that  conquereth,"  is  "  he 
"  who  keeps  the  works  of  his  Lord  even  unto  the 
"end J;"  he  who,  by  the  prevalence  of  faith,  per- 
severes in  the  profession  and  practice  of  Christianity, 
•when  assailed  by  temptation  or  terror,  is  the  faithful 
and  victorious  soldier  of  Christ.    And  to  a  church 

♦  Matt,  xxviii.  20.  +  Eph.  vi.  14,  &c. 

I  See  cb.  ii.  26.  where  the  expression  may  be  thus  paraphrased* 

of 
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of  this  character,  and  to  none  other,  is  promised 
"  power  over  the  nations,"  a  spiritual,  increasing  do- 
minion. 

As  to  the  passage  immediately  before  us,  it  con- 
cerns the  times  &  ewi  *,  the  situation  of  the  church  at 
the  time  when  our  Lord  addressed  these  warnings  to 
it;  when  the  Faith  was  assailed  both  by  delusive 
teachers  from  within,  and  by  heathen  persecutors 
from  without.  Of  the  former  of  these,  we  have 
spoken  f.  The  hostility  of  the  latter  had  commenced 
some  years  before,  in  the  reign  of  Nero,  whose  un- 
just edicts  against  the  Christians  had  been  renewed 
by  Domitian  a  little  time  before  the  date  of  this 
prophecy.  For,  under  this  persecution,  Saint  John 
was  banished  to  the  Isle  of  Patmos,  where  he  saw 
the  vision  f.  That  the  seven  Churches  were  actually 
under  persecution  at  this  time,  and  were  not  to  be 
relieved  immediately,  may  be  collected  from  various 
passages  of  these  addresses  to  them  §. 

Ver.  7.  To  eat  of  the  tree  of  Life,  &c]  The  Lord 
God  is  describe^  to  have  planted  a  garden,  or  para- 
dise, in  Eden,  and  to  have  placed  in  the  midst  of 
the  garden  the  tree  of  life;  of  which  the  first 
created  pair  might  eat,  and  by  eating  live  for  ever. 
Under  this  description  is  represented  that  immor- 
tality, to  which,  by  obedience,  the  race  of  men 
might  have  attained  in  their  primitive  state,  and 
which  they  forfeited  by  disobedience  j|.  For  they 
listened  to  the  seductions  of  their  wily  foe,  and  were 
overcome.  But  the  "  Second  Adam,  the  Lord  from 
"  Heaven f,M  having  condescended  to  undergo,  in 

*  Sec  note,  ch.  i.  19.  f  Note,  ch.  ii.  6. 

X  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  iii.  cap.  xix.  |  Ch.  ii.  3,  10,  13.  iii.  10. 

||  Gen.  ii.  8,  9.  1  Cor.  xv.  22,  45.  John  vi.  51.  xi.  25. 
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the  behalf  of  fallen  man,  the  penalty,  which  was 
death*,  man  is  hereby  restored  to  his  lost  privileges. 
The  tree  of  life  is  again  placed  within  his  reach,  he 
may  "  put  forth  his  hand  and  live  for  ever."  This 
advantage,  which  the  Saviour  of  the  world  has  re- 
gained by  his  own  prowess,  he  bestows  as  a  free  gift 
or  reward  upon  those  servants  of  his  who  follow  him 
faithfully  in  his  victorious  career "f.  A  description  of 
the  tree  of  life  will  recur  in  ch.  xxii.  2,  14. 

*  Gen.  ii.  If. 

t  See  a  copious  explanation  of  the  tree  of  life,  as  signifying  immortality, 
in  Bp.  Home's  Sermons,  vol.  i.  It  was  so  understood  by  the  author 
of  the  2d  Book  of  Esdras,  ch.  viii.  52.  which  was  probably  written 
soon  after  this  book  of  Revelatiop.    See  Gray's  Key  to  the  Old  Tes- 
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8  And  to  the  Angel  of 
the  Church  in  Smyrna, 
write  ;  Thus  saith  the 
First  and  the  Last,  who 
was  dead  and  is  alive ; 

9  I  know  thy  [works  and 
thy]  tribulation,  and 
thy  poverty,  (but  thou 
art  rich,)  and  the  blas- 
phemy of  those  who 
say  they  are  Jews,  and 
are  not,  but  art  a  syna- 

10  gogue  of  Satan.  Fear 
none  of  those  things 


8  And  unto  the  Angel 
of  the  Church  in  Smyr- 
na, write,  These  things 
saith  the  First  and  tho 
Last,  which  was  dead, 

9  and  is  alive ;  I  know 
thy  works,  and  tribu-. 
lation,  and  poverty. 
(bu,t  thou  art  ricb,)and 
/  know  the  blasphemy 
of  them  which  say  they 
are  Jews,  and  are  not, 
but  art  the  synagogue 

10  of  Satan.   Fear  none 
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which  thou  art  about 
to  suffer ;  behold,  the 
Devil  is  about  to  cast 
some  of  you  into  pri- 
son, that  ye  mav  be 
tried  ;  and  ye  shall 
have  tribulation  ten 
days  ;  be  thou  faithful 
unto  death,  and  I  will 
give  thee  the  crown  of 
11  life.  He  that  hath  an 
ear,  let  him  hear  what 
the  Spirit  aaitb  unto 
the  Churches  :  He  who 
overcometh,  shall  not 
be  injured  by  the  se- 
cond death. 
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of  those  things  which 
thou  shalt  suffer:  be- 
hold, the  Devil  shall 
cast  some  of  you  into 
prison,  that  ye  may  be 
tried ;  and  ye  shall 
have  tribulation  ten 
days  :  be  thou  faithful 
unto  death,  and  I  will 
give  thee  a  crown  of 
1 1  life.  He  that  hath  an 
ear,  let  him  hear  what 
the  Spirit  sailh  unto 
the  Churches,  He  that 
overcometh,  shall  not 
be  hurt  of  the  second 
death. 


Ver.  8.  Smyrna,']  The  city  of  Smyrna  is  represented 
by  Strabo,  as  situated  about  forty  miles  to  the  north  of 
Ephesus,  of  which  it  was  originally  a  colony  *.  Pliny 
describes  it  as  the  city  of  greatest  account  in  Asia,  after 
Ephesus -f.  There  is  no  mention  of  it,  as  a  Church,  in 
the  books  of  Scripture.  The  renowned  martyr,  Poly- 
carp,  was  its  Bishop :  but  as  he  suffered  in  the  reign  of 
Verus,  aged  86  years  £  he  must  have  been  too  young 
to  have  exercised  this  important  office  at  the  time  of 
this  Revelation ;  even  if  we  should  suppose,  with  Bishop 
Pearson,  the  date  of  his  martyrdom  to  be  more  early 
Yet  he  is  represented  by  the  ancients  as  receiving  his 
doctrine  immediately  from  the  Apostles  ;  and  Irena?us, 
when  a  youth,  had  heard  him  discoursing  of  his  ac- 
quaintance with  Saint  John  ||.    The  Bishops  of  Smyrna 

•  Strabo,  ii.  p,  940,  f  Nat.  Hist.  v.  c.  2$. 

X  Euseb.  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  iv.  c.  15. 
§  Cave,  Hist.  Lit.  art.  Poly  carp. 
||  fcuseb.  IJist.  Eccl.  lib.  T,  c.  20. 

attended 
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attended  the  councils  of  the  Church  for  many  centu- 
ries. At  length  this  Church  sank  lender  the  common 
desolation  in  the  13th  century.  Yet  Smyrna,  i>eing  at 
this  time  a  principal  mart  of  European  commerce,  is  in 
a  better  state  than  others  of  the  seven  Churches.  It  is 
*  still  a  populous  city,  and  contains  some  Christian  in- 
habitants. 

lb.  Thus  saith  the  First  and  the  Last,  &c]  The 
title,  under  which  the  Supreme  Head  addresses  this 
Church,  is  the  same  which  he  had  assumed  on  his 
first  appearance  to  Saint  Jchn,  and  is  explained  in  the 
note,  ch.  i.  17,  18.  The  character  of  it  agrees  with 
the  purport  of  this  address,  which  is  to  encourage  the 
Smy means  confidently  to  meet  the  fiery  trial  of  mar- 
tyrdom ;  in  the  sure  expectation  of  triumphing  over 
the  power  of  the  enemy,  as  their  Lord  had  done  before 
them. 

Ver.  9.  Thy  poverty  (but  thou  art  rich).]  The 
Smyrnaean  Christians,  poor  as  to  the  goods  of  this 
transitory  life,  were  rick  in  good  works,  through  faith ; 
"  rich  towards  God had  laid  up  a  treasure  in  heaven, 
which  no  worldly  calamity  can  destroy*.  They  were 
opposed  and  harassed  by  a  powerful  party,  who,  calling 
themselves  Jews,  were  not,  like  the  honest  Nathanael, 
"  Israelites  indeed  f;"  nor  like  him  described  by  Saint 
Paul,  "  a  Jew  inwardly,  in  spirit,  not  in  the  letter, 
*'  whose  praise  is  not  of  men,  but  of  God  J."  These 
professed  Jews  were  men  of  violent  character,  who 
blasphemed  the  name  of  Israelite  by  calling  themselves 
such :  who  were  in  fact  the  emissaries  of  Satan,  em- 

*  Luke  xii.  21.  xvi.  2.  2  Cor.  vl  10.  1  Tim.  vi.  18.  James  ii.  5. 
v.  2. 

t  John  i.  48. 

|  Rom.  ii.  28,  29.  See  the  true  Israelite  in  the  Christian  Church 
described  more  particularly  in  note,  ch.  iii.  4. 

ployed 
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ployed  to  corrupt ;  or  to  excite  that  persecution,  which 
is  foretold  in  the  succeeding  verse.  They  continued 
the  same  practices  in  later  times;  for  the  Jews,  as  was 
their  custom,  says  the  Smyrnasan  account  of  the  mar- 
tyrdom of  Polycarp,  assisted  most  zealously  to  accom- 
plish the  destruction  of  the  martyr,  and  to  prevent  his 
fnterment  by  the  Christians  #. 

Ver.  10.  Fear  none,  &c]  To  this  virtuous  Church, 
against  which  no  particular  fault  is  alleged  by  their 
all-seeing  Lord,  persecution  is  announced ;  a  persecution 
occasioned  by  that  great  adversary  of  the  Church,  who 
appears,  in  the  sequel  of  this  book,  to  be  the  ultimate 
cause  of  all  the  evil  which  it  suffers  in  the  course  of 
ages.  Some  of  them  were  to  be  imprisoned ;  and,  as 
we  may  judge  from  the  words,  u  Be  thou  faithful  unto 
"  death/  were  to  suffer  martyrdom.  Yet  these  suf- 
ferings are  not  denounced  as  a  punishment,  for  they 
are  not  so  accounted  in  the  New  Testament.  Such 
persecuted  saints  our  Lord  encourages  to  "  rejoice,  for 
"great  is  their  reward  in  heaven f."  So  also  Saint 
James,  ch.  i.  3,  and  St.  Peter,  L  1,  6,  7,  the  latter  of 
whom  assigns  a  reason,  which  will  be  the  best  comment 
on  these  words,  net  vitprfailt,  "  that  ye  may  be  tried 
"  that  the  trial  of  your  faith,"  says  he,  "  being  much 
"  more  precious  than  of  gold  that  perisheth,  though  it 
*'  be  tried  by  fire,  may  be  found  unto  honour,  and 
"  praise,  and  glory,  at  the  appearance  of  Jesus  Christ" 

lb.  Ten  days.]  This  period  may  be  either,  literally, 
ten  days ;  or,  typically,  ten  years ;  for,  according  to 
the  use  of  lime  in  prophetical  Scripture,  a  day  is  often- 
times taken  for  a  year.  It  is  thus  expressly  ordered  in 
Ezek.  iv.  6;  and  in  earlier  times,  days  were  pronounced 
typical  of  years,  as  in  Numbers  xiv.  3*.    So  Isaiah, 

•  Eu»b.  Hist.  Ecd.  lib.  iv.  c.  15.  f  Matt.  v.  12. 

according 
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according  to  Bishop  Lowth  *,  uses  three  days  for  so 
many  years.  So  Ezekiel,  in  ch.  iv.  (Jf.  And  as  a 
week  of  days  ended  in  a  sabbatical  day,  so  there  was  a 
week  of  years  ending  with  a  sabbatical  year%.  And 
after  this  manner  of  computation  the  prophecies  of 
Daniel  are  generally  understood.  The  difficulty  of 
settling  whether  the  persecution  foretold  in  this  passage 
be  of  days  or  of  years,  arises  from  this,  that  we  have 
very  little  history  of  the  Church  in  those  times  when 
the  prophecy  was  probably  fulfilled,  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  first,  or  commencement  of  the  second  century. 
Many  of  the  Christian  records  were  destroyed  in  the 
Dioclesian  persecution.  We  have  indeed  an  account 
of  a  persecution  which  the  Church  of  Smyrna  under- 
went about  the  year  169;  when,  amongst  others,  Po- 
lycarp,  its  venerable  Bishop,  or  Angel,  suffered  martyr- 
dom §  :  but  there  is  no  proof  that  this  persecution  con- 
tinued either  ten  years,  or  only  ten  days.  And  it  seems 
at  too  great  a  distance  of  time,  upwards  of  70  years, 
to  be  the  persecution  foretold  by  our  Lord,  who  addresses 
the  Smyrna^ ns  then  living,  and  prepares  them,  not  their 
grand-children,  for  the  catastrophe.  Besides,  this 
persecution  was  extended  to  the  other  Churches  of 
Asia,  which  would  therefore  have  been  prepared  by  the 
same  warning.  Less  reason  have  we  to  suppose  that 
this  prophecy  was  fulfilled  at  the  persecution  under 
Diocletian;  for  the  distance  of  time  was  still  greater, 
being  upwards  of  two  hundred  years.  And  this  perse- 
cution raged  throughout  the  empire,  Yet  we  find  this 
persecution  applied  to  the  prophecy  by  some  writers, 
chiefly  upon  the  notion  that  it  lasted  ten  years,  which, 
however,  seems  not  to  have  been  strictly  the  case; 

•  Ch.  xx.  3.  f  Clarke,  Scrra.  vi.  185, 

♦  £xod.  xxiii.  10,  11,  1?,         \  Euseb,  II&.  Eccl.  lib,  iv,  <*  15, 

for 
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for  it  commenced  in  304,  and  ended,  in  the  East,  if 
not  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  by  the  edict  of  Maximin 
Galerius,  in  311*.  Upon  the  whole,  it  seems  most 
probable,  that  the  persecution,  foretold  in  these  words, 
was  only  of  ten  days,  and  was  falfilled  in  that  generation ; 
and  that  the  Jews,  who  are  described  as  acting  against 
this  Church,  under  the  influence  of  Satan,  were  trie 
authors  of  the  persecution.  This  prophecy,  thus  ful- 
filled, would  serve  a  temporary  purpose ;  it  would  con- 
vince the  seven  Churches,  that  the  Revelation  which 
foretold  it  was  from  God ;  and  that  therefore  the  re- 
maining predictions  of  the  same  Prophet  would  also 
receive  their  completion  :  and  it  would  occasion  them 
to  revere,  and  preserve,  and  faithfully  to  deliver  down 
to  posterity,  the  book  in  which  they  were  contained; 
which  they  seem  to  have  done. 

Ibf  Croxon  of  lift.]  A  crown  denotes  regal  and  tri- 
umphant power.    It  is  a  distinguishing  ornament  of 
the  Messiah,  who  is  "  King  of  kings  f,"  and,  as  such, 
is  represented  with  many  crowns  J;  and  he  has  pro- 
mised such  rewards  to  his  faithful  followers.    As  then 
' 1  the  tree  of  life"  is  used  to  signify  immortality  §,  so 
"  the  crown  of  life*'  represents  a  triumphant  immor- 
tality ||  ;  according  to  an  assurance  given  us  by  Saint 
Paul,  which  will  exhibit  the  meaning,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  the  scriptural  propriety  of  both  these  ex- 
pressions:  "  If  we  be  dead  with  him  (Jesus  Christ), 
*  we  shall  also  live  with  him  ;  if  we  suffer,  we  shall 
m  also  reign  with  him."   Whereas,  in  Lam.  v.  16,  it  is, 
M  Woe  unto  them  who  have  sinned ;  the  crown  is 
*      m  fallen  from  their  head  %n 

•  Mpsheim,  History  of  the  Church. 

f  Pa.  xxi.  3.  1  Tim.  vi.  16.  Rev.  xvii,  14. 

I  Rev.  xix.  12.  §  Note,  ch.  U.  7. 

II  1  Cor.  ix.  25.  f  Compare  ajso  James  i,  1C, 

Ver. 
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Ver.  1!.       *Afl/  hath  an  ear.]  See  note,  ch.  ii.  7. 

Ib.  Second  death.]  For  an  explanation  of  the  ex- 
pression, "  he  who  overcometh,"  see  note,  ch.  ii.  7. 
To  the  spiritual  conqueror,  in  that  passage,  immortal 
life  is  promised ;  but  it  is  here  inferred  that  he  must 
iiot  expect  to  approach  to  it  otherwise  than  through 
the  passage  of  death,  which  is  the  common  lot  of  man 
by  the  divine  sentence*;  and  by  which  the  "  Captain 
of  Salvation,  the  Lord  of  Life/'  himself  passed  to  vic- 
tory. This  is  the  first  death.  But  beyond  the  grave, 
(where  death,  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  word, 
can  no  more  prevail,)  is  the  second  death  ;  not  only  a 
total  extinction  of  all  our  pleasurable  feelings,  and  of 
all  our  hopes  of  happiness,  but  an  ever-during  sense  of 
this  extinction,  "  where  the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the 
"  fire  is  not  quenched."  To  death,  in  this  secondary 
sense,  our  Saviour  frequently  alludes.  "  He  that 
"  believeth  in  me  shall  never  die,  8  w  «xofl«v>j  eig  to* 
uikvx,  shall  not  die  for  everf ;  John  xi.  26;  see  also 
John  viii.  51.  x.  28:  in  which  passages  it  is  clear  from 
the  context,  that  our  Lord  did  never  intend  to  exempt 
his  followers  from  the  first  death,  or  common  passage 
through  the  grave  J.  For,  this  kind  of  death,  by  the 
victory  of  our  Lord,  being  disarmed  of  its  sting ; 
being  deprived  of  the  power  of  retaining  "  the  soul  in 
hell;"  being  to  the  good  Christian  only  a  short  passage 
to  immortality ; — is  expressed  by  the  gentle  term  sleep, 
"Our  friend  Lazarus  sleepeth."  And  again,  "  The 
"  maid  is  not  dead,  but  sjeepeth  J."  And  we  are  ex- 
horted 

•  Gen.  iii.  ip.  f  So1  translated  by  Dr.  Clarke. 

|  John  xii.  25.  Matt.  x.  28. 

%  Matt,  he  24.  John  xi.  11,  13.  1  Cor.  xi.  30.  xv.  69  18,51, 
1  Thess.  iv.  H,  15.  Rom.iv.  17.  Matt,  xxvii.52.  Luke  xx.  36,  37,38. 
Jhis  metaphorical  application  of  tfce  word  sleep,  so  useful  to  divest 

deatfc 
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horted  by  our  Saviour  not  to  be  afraid  of  this  first 
death,  "  of  them  that  kill  the  body"  but  of  Him  who 
can  inflict  the  second  death,  "  who  is  able  to  destroy 
"  both  soul  and  body  in  hell;"  in  that  very  lake  of 
fire  which  is  described  as  the  second  death  in  Rev. 
xx.  14,  and  xxi.  8.  which  two  passages  will  be  found 
to  elucidate  the  sense  of  this  expression,  "  the  second 
"  death,"  as  used  iu  the  Apocalypse  *. 

Before 


death  of  its  terrors,  continued  long  in  popular  use  with  the 
world.    Prudentius,  tspeaking  of  the  Christian  bodies  deposited  in 
graves,  says, 

"  non  rnortua,  sed  data  sornno  j" 
not  dead,  but  sleeping. 

And  so  says  Tertullian :  Neque  ipsi  mortui  sumus,  qui  Deo  vivimus, 
neque  mortuos  sepelimus,  quia  et  illi  vivunt  in  Christo.  (Tertull.  de 
Monog.  cap.  vii.  ad  fin.)  Hence  the  place  of  Christian  burial  was 
called  xoifitfofw,  ccemeterium,  sleeping-place.— The  lofty  heathen 
writers,  who  could  promise  to  their  readers  no  such  resurrection  of  the 
body,  called  the  death  of  the  good  Ii^o»  titm  (Homer)  ;  which  noble  ex- 
pression probably  gave  rise  to  that  beautiful  epitaph,  ascribed  to  Cal- 
limachus ! 

KeifAStrar  Str.crxiit  (un  Xtyt  tot  ayafat. 

Iu  sacred  sleep  here  Saon  rests  his  head  : — 

In  sleep     for  who  shall  say  the  good  are  dead  f 

*  Irenaeus,  one  of  the  earliest  commentators  on  the  Apocalypse, 
explains  "  the  second  death"  to  mean  the  Geheuna,  or  eternal  fire. 
Iren.  lib.  v.  c.  35.  This  distinction  between  the  tvo  deaths  may  be 
read  to  advantage  in  the  sublime  Poet,  who,  speaking  in  the  person 


>  how  gladly  would  I  meet 

Mortality,  my  sentence,  and  be  earth 
Insensible !  how  glad  would  lay  me  down 
As  in  my  mother's  lap !  there  I  should  rest, 
And  sleep  secure;  — •  —  — 

_  Uiu   -i  '^JltfW  doubt 
Pursues  me  still,  lest  all  I  cannot  die 


U  .4 
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Before  we  leave  this  passage,  let  us  remark  how  ap- 
propriately the  reward  of  escaping  the  second  death  is 
holden  forth  to  the  good  Smyrnseans,  when  called  to 
martyrdom,  and  how  consistently  our  Lord  represents 
himself  to  these  martyrs,  as  "  He  who  was  dead,  and 
"is  alive  I" 

Lest  that  pure  breath  of  life,  the  spirit  of  man, 
Which  God  inspir'd,  cannot  together  perish 
With  this  corporeal  clod  ; — then  in  the  grave. 
Or  in  some  other  dismal  place,  who  knows 
But  I  shall  du  a  living  death  ! 

Paradise  Lost,  book  x.  775—788. 


PART  I. 

SECTION  VI. 
The  Address  to  the  Church  in  Pergamos. 


it  TlifyxfAM  txxAn- 
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chap.  ii.  vEtt.  12 — 17. 

12  And  to  the  Angel  of 
the  Church  in  Perga- 
mos, write ;  Thus  saith 
he  who  holdeth  the  two- 

1 3  edged  sharp  sword :  I 
know  thy  works,  and 
where  thou  dwellest, 
even  where  the  throne 
of  Satan  is ;  arid  thou 
holdcst  fast  my  name, 
and  hast  not  denied 
my  faith  ;  [even]  in 
the  days  in  which  An- 
tipas  my  faithful  wit- 
ness -das,  who  was  slain 
among  you,  where  Sa- 


12  And  to  the  Angel  of 
the  Church  in  Perga- 
mos,write,These  things 
saith  he,  which  hath 
the  sharp  sword  with 

13  two  edges.  I  know  thy 
works,  and  where  thou 
dwellest, even  where  Sa- 
tan's teat  is :  and  thou 
boldest  fast  my  name* 
and  hast  not  denied 
my  faith,  even  in  those 
days  wherein  Antipaa 
was  my  faithful  martyr, 
who  was  slain  among 
you,where  Satan  dwell- 
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14  tan  dwelleth.  But  I 
have  against  thee  a  few 
things,  that  thou  hast 
there  those  who  hold 
the  doctrine  of  Balaam, 
who  taught  Balak  to 
cast  a  stumbling-block 
before  the  children  of 
Israel ;  to  eat  things 
sacrificed  to  idols,  and 
to  commit  fornication : 

15  So  hast  thou  also  those 
who  hold  the  doctrines 
of  the  Nicolaitans  in 

16  like  manner.  Repent, 
therefore,  or  else  I  am 
coming  unto  thee  soon, 
and  I  will  war  against 
them  with  the  sword 

17  of  my  mouth.  He 
that  hath  an  ear,  let 
him  hear  what  the 
Spirit  saith  unto  the 
Churches:  To  him  who 
overcometh,  to  him 
will  I  give  of  the  hid- 
den manna ;  and  I  will 
give  hjm  a  white  stone, 
and  upon  the  stone  a 
new  name  written, 
which  none  knoweth 
but  he  who  receiveth  it. 


6$ 

l+eth.  But  I  have  a  few 
things  against  thee,  be- 
cause thou  hast  there 
them  that  hold  the 
doctrine  of  Balaam, 
who  taught  Balak  to 
cast  a  stumbling-block 
before  the  children  of 
Israel,  to  eat  things 
sacrificed  unto  idols, 
and  to  commit  forni- 

1 5  cation.  So  hast  thou 
also  them  that  hold  the 
doctrine  of  the  Nico- 
laitancs,  which  thing  I 

16  hate.  Repent ;  or  else 
I  will  come  unto  thee 
quickly;  and  will  fight 
against  them  with  the 
sword  of  my  mouth. 

17  He  that  hath  an  ear, 
let  him  hear  what  the 
Spirit  saith  unto  the 
Churches :  To  him  that 
overcometh,  will  I  give 
to  eat  of  the  hidden 
manna;  and  1  will  give 
him  a  white  stone,  and 
in  the  stone  a  new  name 
written,  which  no  man 
knoweth,  saving  he  that 
receiveth  it. 


—  - 


Yer.  12.  Pergamos.]  A  city  of  great  account, 
enriched  and  adorned  by  a  long  succession  of  the 
Attalian  Kings.  The  last  of  these,  Attalus  Philo- 
meter,  bequeathed  his  dominions  to  the  Romans, 
and  it  then  became  the  residence  of  a  Roman  pro- 
consul. 
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consul  Pliny  the  cider,  who  wrote  but  a  short  time 
before  the  date  of  this  Revelation,  describes  it  as  the 
most  famous  city  in  Asia*.  A  heathen  metropolis 
would  naturally  become  a  central  scat  of  corruptive 
doctrines  and  morals ;  and  in  this  sense  it  might  be 
called  "  the  throne  of  Satan."  It  might  also  ac- 
quire this  appellation  from  being  the  seat  of  the 
pagan  persecuting  government,  whence  issued  the 
edicts  and  instruments  of  persecution  ;  and  it  appears 
that  Antipas,  the  faithful  martyr,  Mas  slain  heref. 
It  was  also  a  grand  seat  of  heathen  learning,  because 
its  famous  library  of  200,000  volumes  would  neces- 
sarily attract  the  residence  of  the  learned;  whence 
also  from  this  place  would  probably  be  derived 
that  "  philosophy  and  vain  deceit,"  against  which, 
as  corruptive  of  Christianity,  the  apostle  warns  his 
disciples  %.  And  the  BaflJj,  or  depths  of  Gnostical 
learning,  are  ascribed  to  Satan,  in  the  address  to 
the  Church  of  Thyatira  §.  So,  in  more  senses  than 
one,  Pergamos  may  have  been  styled  the  "  Throne 
"  of  Satan."  It  is  described  by  modern  travellers  as 
containing  at  present  from  two  to  three  thousand 
Turks,  who  have  converted  its  best  churches  into 
mosques.  Yet  there  are  some  few  Christians  remain- 
ing ,  to  whom  a  priest  sent  from  Smyrna,  occasionally 
officiates.  v 

lb.  Two-edged  sharp  sword.]  With  this  instru- 
ment of  power  our  Lord  bas  been  already  described, 
in  ch.  i.  16,  where  see  the  note.  The  description  is 
peculiarly  proper  in  this  place,  because  the  supreme  Head 
of  the  Church  now  appears  against  the  M  Throne  of 

•  Nat.  Hiit.  lib.  v.  c.  xxx.  f  Ver.  13. 

%  Colost.  ii.  S.  *  Ver.  24. 

"  Satan,  * 
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"  Satan,"  against  the  seat  of  persecution,  of  corrupt 
morals,  and  of  corrupt  philosophy  *. 

Ver.  13.  Antipas.]  No  account  has  been  pre- 
served to  our  times,  of  this  martyr  ;  but  Andreas 
Caesariensis  reports,  that  he  had  read  the  history  of 
his  martyrdom  f. 

Ver.  14  Doctrine  of  Balaam.']  This  Church  is 
hitherto  commended  for  its  stedfast  faith  and  perse- 
verance, even  in  times  of  great  trial.  But  she  had 
in  her  bosom  some  who  taught  impure  doctrines.  By 
referring  to  Numb.  xxxi.  16,  and  then  to  the  whole 
25th  chapter  of  the  same  book,  we  learn  that  Balaam 
suggested  to  Balak  the  means,  or  stumbling-block,  by 
which  he  decoyed  Israel  from  their  duty  ;  and  that 
the  sin  which  they  committed,  when  fallen  into  this 
snare,  was  apostacy  from  their  God,  by  joining  in 
the  heathen  sacrifices  with  the  dissolute  women,  who 
were  employed  to  seduce  them.  Hence,  by  the 
Apostles  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Jude,  a  defection  from 
the  true  religion,  when  united  with  immoral  and 
lascivious  practices,  is  called,  "following  the  way, 
"  or  error  of  Balaam^." 

Ver.  15.  Nicolaitans.]  See  note,  ch.  ii.  5.  These 
were  followers  of  the  doctrine  of  Balaam,  as  the 
name  signifies  both  in  Hebrew  and  Arabic.  See  Mi- 
chael is,  Introd.  to  New  Test.  ch.  xxviii.  sect.  3. 

Ver.  16.  I  will  war  against  them,]  Not  against 
you  the  Church,  but  them,  the  corrupters  of  it.  Yet, 
insomuch  as  many  received  these  impure  doctrines, 
and  the  rulers  of  the  Church  had  not  been  vigilant 
to  reclaim  or  eject  them,  all  are  called  to  repent. 
For  the  weapon  with  which  their  Lord  threatens  to 

•  See  the  last  note.  f  Comm.  in  loc. 

X  2  Pet.  ii.  15.  Jude  11. 

p  •  attack 
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attack  them,  see  note  ch.  i.  16\  It  is  with  this 
powerful  sword  that  Antichrist  shall  be  slain,  and  the 
enemies  of  the  church  shall  be  finally  subdued*. 
The  word  of  God,  advancing  in  its  purity,  and  gain- 
ing dominion  over  the  hearts  and  actions  of  men, 
shall  in  due  time  expel  idolatry,  infidelity,  and  the 
persecuting  spirit  of  worldly  policy  and  of  insincere 
religion  f.  This  "  word  of  God"  is  described  as 
having  a  living  efficacy,  "  sharper  than  any  two-edged 
"  sword,"  penetrating  into  the  inmost  parts  of  man  J; 
and  it  is  represented  as  an  object  of  terror  to  those 
of  the  brethren,  who,  from  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief, 
shall  apostatize  from  the  living  God  §.  And,  in  the 
subsequent  verse,  the  whole  congregation  is  directed 
to  exhort  each  other  daily,  lest  any  of  them  be 
hardened  by  the  decei (fulness  of  sin.  Apply  this  to 
the  Church  of  Pergamos,  which  the  members  of  it 
might  then  have  done,  by  having  recourse  to  the  same 
Sacred  Scripture. 

Ver.  17.  Hidden  manna.]  This  expression  will  be- 
come intelligible,  by  the  perusal  of  the  6th  chapter 
of  Saint  Johns  Gospel  from  the  'Jo'th  verse.  Our 
Lord  declares  to  the  multitude,  who  followed  him 
in  the  expectation  of  being  miraculously  fed,  that  he 
himself  is  the  bread  of  life,  the  manna  from  heaven, 
which  shall  support  those  partaking  of  it  to  everlast- 
ing life  :  and  when  they  could  not,  or  would  not, 
understand  him  in  the  spiritual  sense  which  he  in- 
tended, he  tells  them  that  he  is  to  be  understood  in  a 
figurative,  and  not  in  a  literal  meaning.     "It  is 

*  Is.  xi.  4.  2  Thess.  ii.  8.  Rev.  xix.  15,  21. 
t  Matt.  xii.  36,  37.  John  viii.  31,  37,  43,  47.  xii.  47,  *8.  xv.  3, 
7.  Heb.  i.  3.  1  Pet.  i.  23,  25. 

t  Heb.  iv.  12.  §  Heb.  iii.  12. 

"  the 
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u  the  Spirit  that  quickcneth,  the  flesh  profiteth  no- 
"  thing;  the  words  that  I  speak  to  you,  they  are 
"  Spirit,  and  they  are  Life."  The  "  hidden  manna*' 
is  this  bread  of  life  in  its  spiritual  signification,  of 
which  the  manna,  free  from  corruption,  laid  up  in 
the  tabernacle,  was  only  a  type ;  namely,  the  benefits 
derived  to  the  faithful  followers  of  Christ  by  the 
offering  of  his  body  ;  forgiveness  of  sins  and  ever- 
lasting salvation.  In  the  midst  of  a  figurative  dis- 
course,  our  Lord  presented  his  disciples  with  this 
plain  interpretation  :  11  Verily,  verily  I  say  unto  you, 
1 1  he  that  believeth  on  me  hath  everlasting  life  ;  I 
"  am  that  bread  of  life*.''  He  who  through  faith  in. 
his  crucified  Redeemer,  follows  him  in  his  victorious 
career,  unmoved  by  the  temptations  or  threats  of 
the  enemy,  is  by  his  Lords  appointment  entitled  to 
this  food  of  heavenly  life.  But  this  "  Life  is  hid 
"  with  Christ  in  Godf."  "  It  does  not  yet  appear 
"  what  we  shall  be %:*  "  Eve  hath  not  seen,  nor  car 
"  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man, 
"  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  those  that 
"  love  him§."  Such  appears  to  be  the  hidden  manna, 
namely,  the  ineffable  joys  of  a  blessed  immortality. 

From  the  small  remains  of  history,  which  are  pre- 
served to  us  of  this  church,  she  seems  to  have  re- 
membered these  splendid  promises  of  her  Lord;  for 
many  of  the  Pcrgamenians  underwent  the  fiery  trial 
of  martyrdom,  at  the  time  when  Polycarp  suffered 
at  Smyrna  (|. 

Ver.  17.  White  stone.]  Stones,  -bv\$ot,  calculi, 
were  used  by  the  ancient  nations,  as  the  names  import, 
to  calculate  and  to  vote  with ;  and  in  criminal  pro- 

•  John  vi.  47,  43.  t  Col.  iii.  3.  t  1  John  iii.  2. 

§  1  Cor.  ii.  9.  II  Euseb.  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  iv.  c.  15. 

p  2  cesses 
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cesses  the  white  stone  was  the  mark  of  acquittal,  the 
black  one  of  condemnation  : — 

Mos  erat  antiquus  niveis  atrisque  lapillis  ; 
His  damnare  reos,  illis  absolverc  culpa*. 

The  white  stone,  presented  to  the  conquering 
Christian,  may  be  supposed  to  signify,  "  well  done, 
"thou  good  and  faithful  servant."  But  this  white 
stone  is  inscribed  with  characters;  so  were  the  ^tjCjto/ 
of  the  ancients.  The  letter  0  with  the  Greeks  was 
the  token  of  condemnation;  or,  in  a  general  sense, 
of  disapprobation.    So  Persius ; 

Et  potis  es  nigrum  vitio  praefigere  Tketaf. 

But  on  this  white  stone,  given  by  our  Lord  to  his 
approved  servants,  was  written  a  new  name,  which 
will  be  explained  in  the  following  note. 

Ver.  17.  A  nexc  name.  ]  By  the  custom  of  nations, 
from  the  earliest  ages,  a  person  raised  to  dignity  was 
commonly  invested  with  a  new  name  or  title,  expres- 
sive of  his  deserts.  Many  instances  occur  in  Scrip- 
ture;}:. It  is  the  promise  of  God  to  Zion,  that,  becom- 
ing the  glory  and  the  light  of  the  Gentiles,  "  she  shall 
"  be  called  by  a  new  name,  which  the  mouth  of  the 
"  Lord  shall  name."  He  has  promised  also  to  the  Eu- 
nuchs and  Gentiles,  who  shall  "  keep  his  covenant, 
u  and  love  the  name  of  the  Lord,  a  place  and  a  name 
"  better  than  of  sons  and  of  daughters,  an  everlast- 
"  ing  name  which  shall  not  be  cut  off  Of  this 
kind  and  nature  is  the  new  name  or  title,  given  by 
the  Lord  of  Heaven  to  his  elected  servants.  The 

•  Ovid.  Metam.  lib. xv.  41.  f  Sat  iv.  is. 

X  Gen.  xli.  45.  2  Sam.  xii.  25.  Dan,  i.  7,  John  i.  42,  Matt.  xvi.  18. 

$  Is.xliL  1,  6.  lvi.  5. 

honour 
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honour  which  they  shall  receive  at  his  hands,  when 
their  spiritual  warfare  is  accomplished,  is  beyond  con- 
ception, and  can  only  be  known  by  being  enjoyed. 


PART  I. 

t  1 

SECTION  VII. 
The  Address  to  the  Church  in  Thyatira. 


xkumats 

'1 


0  vVos  t5 


ei5,  0  tx*»  ™ 

ZfQxtym  avri  if 
<p\6yet  vvpos,  nmi 

«  W<$tf  aVTH  OfAMOt 

ch  rat  f^a,  rCf  t»» 
cwatxow'ay,  rr(v 

•flat  0-5  t«  tvxjxla. 
TjXii'otat  rm  crfw- 
20  t«»-   'AM'  i^w 
xjc1*  <rtt  or*  af 

tns  S«X«f, 
C70fwC<rai  59  itiv- 
2lM*$aytTt.  Km 


chap.  ii.  ver.  18— to  the  end. 


18  And  to  the  angel  of 
the  Church  in  Thya- 
tira write :  Thus  saith 
the  Son  of  God,  who 
hath  his  eyes  as  a 
flame  of  fire,  and  his 
feet  like  smelting  brass. 

19  I  know  thy  works, 
even  Uiy  love,  and  thy 
service,  and  thy  faith, 
and  thy  patience,  and 
thy  last  works  to  be 
more  than  the  first : 

20  But  I  have  against 
thee,  that  thousufFerest 
thy  woman  Jezebel, 
who  calleth  herself  a 
prophetess,  and  teach- 
eth  and  seduceth  my 
servants  to  commit 
fornication,  and  to  eat 
meats  sacrificed  unto 

21  idols:  And  I  have 
given  her  a  time,  that 
she  might  repent,  and 
she  will  not  repent  of 


18  And  unto  the  angel  of 
the  church  in  Thya- 
tira, write,  These 
things  saith  the  Son 
of  God,  who  hath  his 
eyes  like  unto  a  flame 
of  fire,  and  his  feet  are 

19  like  fine  brass;  I  know 
thy  works,  and  chari- 
ty, and  service,  and 
faith,  and  thy  patience, 
and  thy  works ;  and 
the  last  to  be  more 

20  than  the  first.  Not- 
withstanding, I  have 
a  few  things  against 
thee,  because  thou  suf- 
ferest  that  woman  Je- 
zebel, which  called 
herself  a  prophetess, 
to  teach  and  to  se- 
duce my  servants  to 
commit  fornication, 
and  to  eat  things  sa- 
crificed   unto  idols. 

21  And  I  gave  her  spact 
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tux    (Ml»fvn<rrit  k, 

H  S*Xl<  fXkixwhvai 
IX      T*,S  VJOfttlXS 

22  mvvis  'lS^aXA* 
auTif    lit  xX/wjv, 

^tVa^w  lis  $A/\J,<» 
fxtyxhw,  tx»  (A.r> 
fxtlxm&xcriv  IN  to* 

23^  k«; 

avoxrttv  It 
>aTi,I  x^  yvxtrotlxi 
%3xvxi  xt  IxxXaixi 
en  syu  ttfAi  o 
iftvrxrv  ntygtif  xj 
xxftiixs*  Xj  ^it<rv 
IfjLtv    txxry  xxVt 

24.  5i 

[ts/j]  AojitcIV  tgj> 
e»  Gvetitigots,  Jkto/ 
*x  iX«cr<  rn»  S,- 

>if  wx  tytvtrxt  rx 


ft*  t5 

tf  VfJLXS 

25  aXXo  riAfl, 
0  xfabxra/i 

26'  Kai  0   VlXUtf  XXI 
O  TKfZt  *Xf'  T,'^**f 

rx  tgrz  fj.H ,  Sa.'a-4/ 
u  i  j  ifytaixi  mi 
Q7  t*>*  «fl»u/v,  Kxi 
VJit/Aavii  XvTtf  it 
iaQju  cion^a'  us 
rx  cxit'ij  ra  xi- 
^XfAIXX  cvvlfivttxit 


22  her  fornication  ;  Be- 
hold, I  cast  her  into  a 
bed,  and  those  who 
commit  adultery  with 
her,  into  great  tribu- 
lation, unless  they 
shall  repent  from  her 

23  works  ;  And  her  chil- 
dren will  I  slay  with 
death  ;  and  all  the 
churches  shall  know 
that  1  am  he  which 
searcheth  the  reins  and 
hearts ;  And  I  will 
give  unto  every  one  of 
you  according  to  your 

24-  works.  But  unto  you 
I  say,  unto  the  rest 
in  Thyatira,  as  many 
as  hold  not  this  doc- 
trine, (whosoever  have 
not  known  the  depths 
of  Satan,  as  they 
speak,)  I  shall  put  up- 
on  you   none  other 

25  burthen  ;  Only  that 
which  which  ye  have, 
hold  fast  until  I  come. 

26*  And  he  who  over- 
cometh,  and  who  keep- 
eth  even  unto  the  end 
my  works,  to  him  will 
I  give  power  over  the 

27  nations,  (And  he  shall 
rule  over  them  with 
an  iron  sceptre,  as  the 
vessels  of  earthen  ware 
are  broken  to  pieces,) 

2S  Kvcn  as  I  have  re- 
ceived from  mv  Fa- 
therj  and  I  will  give 


to  repent  of  her  forni- 
cation,  and  she  re- 

22  pented  not.  Behold, 
I  will  cast  her  into  a 
bed,  and  them  that 
com  mi i  aoiiiiery  wnti 
her  into  great  tribula- 
tion, except  they  re- 
pent of  their  deeds. 

23  And  I  will  kill  her 
children  with  death  ; 
and  all  the  churches 
shall  know  that  I  am 
he  which  searcheth 
the  reins  and  hearts : 
and  I  will  give  unto 
every  one  of  you  ac- 
cording to  your  works. 

21  But  unto  you  I  say, 
and  unto  the  rest  in 
Thyatira,  As  many  as 
have  not  this  doctrine, 
and  which  have  not 
known  the  depths  of 
Satan,  as  they  speak, 
I  will  put  upon  you 
none    other  burden. 

25  But  that  which  ye 
have  already,  hold  fast 

26  till  I  come.  And  he 
that  overcomcth,  aud 
keepeth  my  works  un- 
to the  end,  to  him  will 
I  give  power  over  the 

27  nations:  (And  he  shall 
rule  them  with  a  rod 
of  iron  :  as  the  vessels 
of  a  potter  shall  they 
be  broken  to  shivers  :) 
even  as  I  received  of 

28  my  Father.  And  I  will 
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tBX$aL  TB  <B3tlfOS 
pit.  j£  lw<ru  airy 
to»  iff  fa  Ton  t?f  «- 

ajtaaarw,    r/  to 


give  him  the  morning 
S^btar.  He  that  hatli 
an  ear,  let  him  hear 
what  the  Spirit  saith 
unto  the  churches. 


give  him  the  morning 
29  star.  He  that  hath  an 
ear,  let  him  hear  what 
the  Spirit  saith  unto 
the  churches. 


Ver.  18.  Thyatira.']  This  was  a  considerable  city 
in  the  road  from  Pcrgamos  to  Sardis*.  Lydia,  who 
at  Philippi  received  the  Apostles  Paul  and  Silas,  was 
of  this  place;  and  being  a  person  of  consequence, 
and  divinely  called  to  receive  the  Christian  Rcligion|, 
probably  became  the  cause  of  establishing  a  Church 
here.  So  that,  on  this  account,  as  well  as  because 
this  address  of  our  Lord  is  directed  to  the  Church  of 
Thyatira,  we  can  give  no  credence  to  the  notion 
which  was  holden  by  some  persons  in  Epiphanius's 
time,  (300  years  after  the  date  of  this  epistle,)  that 
the  church  in  this  city  was  founded  after  the  time  of 
Saint  John's  seeing  this  vision.  No  Christians  are  at 
this  time  reported  to  be  found  in  the  remains  of  this 
city. 

Ib.  Eyes  as  a  flame  of  fire,  &c]  Thus  the  Son 
of  God  appeared  in  ch.  i.  14,  where  see  the  note,  and 
the  meaning  of  the  word  %«XxoX/6«vov. 

Ver.  19.  Thy  last  works  to  be  more  than  the  first.] 
This  is  great  commendation,  and  the  reverse  of  the 
fault  for  which  the  Ephesians  are  reproved,  (v.  4.) 
and  of  that  lamentable  state,  described  in  Saint  Luke, 
xi.  26*.  2  Pet.  ii.  20.  rx  t<j%<ti&  xei^ovct  t£v  wgalwv,  the 
last  state  worse  than  the  first. 

Ver.  20.  Jezebel.']    This  might  be  literally,  a  wo- 

*  Strabo  and  Pliny.  f  Acts  xvi.  14, 

man 


Digitized  by  Google 


72  APOCALYPSE.  [Pt.  I.  §  7. 

man  of  great  rank  and  influence  at  Thyatira,  who 
seduced  the  Christians  to  intermix  idolatry  and 
heathen  impurities  with  their  religion.  Such  sedu- 
cers were  in  the  church  in  Saint  Paul's  time  *.  And 
the  history  of  Queen  Jezebel,  that  eminent  patroness 
of  idolatry,  as  delivered  in  the  Books  of  Kings, 
shews  that  such  a  woman  would  be  fitly  represented 
under  that  name.  But  there  is  another  sense  in  which 
it  also  may  be  applied;  for,  in  symbolical  lan- 
guage, by  a  woman  is  signified  a  city,  a  nation,  a 
community,  a  church  f.  This  passage  is  so  understood 
by  Venerable  Bedc,  who  explains  the  term  Jezebel  to 
mean  %  a  synagogue  of  false  apostles  pretending  to  be 
Christian ;  and  it  may  signify  a  sect  of  seducers,  *  like 
that  described  in  verses  14  and  15  of  this  chapter; 
for  the  same  doctrines  are  ascribed  to  both.  In  the 
comment  of  Andreas  Bishop  of  Csesarea,  written  about 
the  year  500,  and  containing  the  matter,  as  the 
writer  professes,  of  more  ancient  commentators  on 
the  Apocalypse,  of  Irenaeus,  Papias,  Methodius,  &c. 
it  is  said,  that  the  Nicolaitan  heresy  is  here  called 
Jezebel  figuratively  on  account  of  its  impiety  and 
intemperance.    See  also  the  note  below,  ver.  24. 

Ver.  20.  Fornication.']  The  edict  of  the  Apostles, 
(Acts  xv.)  forbids  to  the  Gentile  converts  that  which  is 
.  here  mentioned :  1.  no^eict,  fornication,  under  which 
wprd  are  comprehended  all  those  carnal  impurities,  which 
were  common  among  the  heathens,  and  even  made  a 
part  of  their  sacred  rites.  2.  E<$«a*0vt«,  Axi<Tyv\nctT*  twv 
f/SwAav,  meats  offered  unto  idols ;  to  partake  of  which, 
when  declared  to  be  such,  was  to  partake  of  the 

•  2  Cor.  vi.  U,  &c.  f  See  note  below,  v.  22. 

X  Synagogam  pseudo-apostolicara,  quae  se  Christianam  fingit. 

worship. 
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worship.  The  two  sins  were  nearly  connected  to- 
gether in  the  heathen  institutions,  and  introduced 
each  other. 

Ver.  22.  Adultery. ]  In  scriptural  language,  nations 
and  cities,  and  communities  are  frequently  expressed 
under  the  emblems  of  women,  virgins,  &c. ;  nor  has 
this  mode  of  representation  been  confined  to  the  an- 
cient or  Eastern  nations.  In  our  times  and  country, 
Britannia  is  personified,  and  is  seen,  as  a  woman 
upon  our  coins;  as  are  Judaea,  Rome,  &c.  &c.  on 
those  of  ancient  days*.  The  nation  of  Israel,  or 
the  church  of  God  under  the  Old  Testament,  is  con- 
stantly represented  under  this  symbol.  In  the  times 
of  her  purity,  she  is  a  virgin;  in  her  happy  pro- 
spects, a  bride;  in  her  impure  connections,  a  harlot 
And,  conformably  to  this  figure,  the  great  Being 
who  especially  protects  her,  was  pleased  to  represent 
himself,  as  the  husband  who  eapouseth  her,  and  who, 
for  her  wickedness,  divorces  //erf.  For,  by  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  metaphor,  she  is  described  as 
M  treacherously  departing  from  her  husband,"  com- 
mitting adultery  with  stocks,  stones,  and  idols  J  ;  but 
after  chastisement  and  repentance,  she  is  restored  to 
favour  and  matrimonial  distinction,  and  becomes 
fruitful  in  children,  the  multitudes  of  the  Gentiles  §. 
The  reader  may  see  this  imagery  produced  into  alle- 
#gory,  in  the  xvith  chapter  of  Ezekiel.  Agreeably 
to  this,  in  the  New  Testament,  our  Lord,  the  head 


•  See  the  plates  in  Montfaucon,  or  in  Calraet's  Dictionary, 
f  Jer.  xxxi.  32.  Is.  xlix.  20,  &c.  liv.  5.  lxii.  1,  5.  Hos.  ii.  2. 
Is.  liv.  7. 

I  Jer.  iii.  8,  9.  20.  Ezek.  xvi.  22.  xxiii.  37. 
§  Hos.  ii.  7.  16.  19-  Is.  liv.  6\ 

Of 
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of  the  church,  is  represented  as  the  bridegroom,  and 
her  apostacy  from  him  is  called  adultery*. 

Now,  in  the  passage  before  us,  adultery  may  be 
taken  either  in  a  literal,  or  in  this  its  figurative  sense; 
accordingly  as  we  understand  Jezebel  to  represent, 
either  literally  a  woman,  or  figuratively  a  sect.  If 
taken  in  the  figurative  meaning,  (which  seems  most 
probable,)  then  her  sons,  to  be  slain,  are  the  followers 
of  her  religious  institutions  ;  and  they,  who  commit 
adultery  with  her,  are  the  Christians,  who  are  seduced 
to  her  doctrines  and  practices,  from  the  duty  they 
owe  to  their  Lord. 

Ver.  2<2.  Bed.]  The  place  which  had  been  the 
scene  of  her  transgression,  is  to  be  that  of  her  pu- 
nishment. Taken  literally,  it  will  imply  the  pains 
of  a  sick-bed  ;  and  to  be  tormented  in  bed,  where 
men  seek  rest,  is  peculiarly  grievous  |\  Or,  in  a 
figurative  sense,  to  adopt  blasphemous  and  impure 
doctrines  and  practices,  may,  and  probably  will,  occa- 
sion great  tribulation  to  an  apostatizing  church. 

Ver.  23.  I  will  slay  with  death.]  This  is  a  Hebraism, 
denoting,  by  its  repetition,  the  certainty  of  the  event 
denounced.  The  equivalent  expression  in  Genesis  ii. 
17,  is  translated,  "  thou  shalt  surely  die."  Sickness 
and  death  are  represented  by  Saint  Paul,  as  punish- 
ments inflicted  on  the  perverters  of  holy  ordinances 
in  the  apostolical  times  J :  or,  Quvaros  may  here  signify; 
as  it  does  evidently  in  ch.  vi.  8,  pestilence;  and  thus 
express  the  mode  of  death  by  which  these  rebellious 
servants  of  God  were  to  be  slain. 

*  Matt.  xxv.  12  Cor.  xi.  2.  Rom.  vii.  4.  Eph.  v.  23,  &c.  Gal.  iv. 
26,  &c. 

t  Daubuz.  See  Psalm  vi.  3.  xli.  3.  Job  xxxii.  1<).  Is.  xxviii.  20. 
J  1  Cor.  xi.  50. 

\  Ver. 
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Ver.  24.  The  depths  of  Satan.]  Our  interpretation 
of  the  word  Jezebel  in  a  figurative  sense,  seems  to  be 
confirmed.  She  had  a  doctrine,  and  taught  deep  mys- 
terious knowledge,  calling  it  perhaps  with  Saint  Paul, 
tu  tubv\  T8  0£8,  the  deep  things  of  God*,  but  it  is  de- 
clared to  be  t«  tubvi  T8  E*T*va,  the  depths  of  Satan. 
<  Traces  of  such  philosophizing  sects  are  to  be  seen  in 
the  writings  of  the  apostles,  and  of  the  apostolical 
fathers.  And  the  Gnostics,  who  dealt  eminently  in 
these  €*H  thus  afterwards  entered  and  corrupted  the 
church. 

Ver.  25.  Until  I  come.]    See  note,  ch.  i.  3. 

Ver.  27.  Power  over  the  Nations. ]  The  expres- 
sions in  this  passage  have  near  resemblance  to  those 
of  the  second  Psalm,  which  are  undoubtedly  pro- 
phetic of  Christ  f.  He  is  there  declared,  "a  king 
"  over  the  nations,  even  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth." 
He  shalf  "  rule  over  the  nations  with  an  iron  rod," 
or  sceptre,  "  and  break  them  to  pieces,  as  a  pot- 
ter's vessel  J."  But  our  Lord  informed  his  disciples, 
that  "  he  appoints  unto  them  a  kingdom,  even  as 
his  Father  had  appointed  unto  him  and  the  pro- 
mise is  continued  by  them  to  their  successors  in  the 

*  1  Cor.  ii.  10.  t  See  Acts  iv.24. 

X  In  this  passage  in  the  Scptuagint,  the  word  cw/xduy*  is  used,  as 
well  as  in  the  Apocalypse.  And  the  ancient  Hebrew  text  probably 
agreed  with  it.  (See  Reeves's  Collation  of  Hebrew  and  Greek  texts, 
Ps.  ii.  9.)  This  character,  of  shepherd  of  the  people,  was  anciently 
attributed  to  good  kings.  Such  was  the  ww/ttii  Xata.»  of  Homer.  By 
such  a  character,  did  the  great  Cyrus  desire  to  be  distinguished. 
(Xenoph.  Cyrop.  lib.  i.)  It  is  frequently  applied  in  Scripture  to  the 
Messiah,  and  occurs  in  that  sense  four  times  in  the  Apocalypse.  So 
'paCSox  is  properly  translated  sceptre,  as  in  Heb.  i.  8.  See  Schleusner, 
in  voc. 

§  Luke  xxii.  29.  John  xxi.  16.  Acts  xx.  8.  1  Pet.  iii.  2. 
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church.  It  is  a  kingdom  of  great  power  and  glory, 
yet  not  after  the  fashion  of  this  world;  for  it  is 
neither  acquired  nor  preserved  by  arms.  It  is  not 
founded  on  worldly  policy,  over  which  it  is  destined 
to  prevail.  It  is  the  ftone  of  Daniel's  vision,  which, 
cut  out  of  the  mountain  without  hands,  breaks  to 
pieces  the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  miraculously  in- 
creasing till  it  fills  the  whole  earth.  "  And  the  king- 
"  dom  and  dominion,  and  the  greatness  of  the  king- 
X  dom  under  the  whole  heaven,  shall  be  given  to  the 
"  people  of  the  saints  of  the  Most  High,  whose  king- 
11  dom  is  an  everlasting  kingdom,  and  all  dominions 
"  shall  serve  and  obey  him#." 

Ver.  28.  The  morning  star.]  A  star  is  a  teacherf ; 
our  Lord  is  eminently  such  ;  and  such  he  intitles  himself 
in  ch.  xxii.  16.  6  arr^^  i  Xafxr^og  n*i  ofyivot,  "  the  shi- 
*  ning  and  morning  star."  As  such  he  was  foretold 
in  Numbers,  xxiv.  17;  and  a  star,  in  the  eastern  and 
morning  quarter  of  the  hemisphere,  preceded  his 
birth  J.  As  this  star,  seen  by  the  wise  men,  sig- 
nified to  them  his  first  coming;  so  by  the  star,  pro- 
mised in  this  passage,  we  must  probably  understand 
the  signs  denoting  his  second  coming ;  a  know- 
ledge of  "  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
"ven§,"  and  of  its  approach  in  power.  Saint  Peter, 
speaking  of  prophecy,  whose  office  it  is  in  part 
to  reveal  these  mysteries,  recommends  us  to  attend 
diligently  to  this  "  light  shining  in  a  dark  place," 
until  some  clearer  manifestation  shall  be  reveal- 
ed; <«f  8  wtqct  Zmvyace  *eu  Qu;Qo?oe  avaTeXy  sv  rai: 
xxfitctis  i/>«v,  until  the  day  shine  forth,  and  the  day- 

*  Dan.  vii.  27-    See  the  note,  ch.  ii.  7.  and  the  Scriptures  there 
quoted.    This  reign  of  the  saints  is  again  described  in  ch.  xix.  15. 
+  See  note,  cb.  i.  16'.         J  Matt.  ii.  2.  §  Matt.  xiii.  2. 
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star  (or  morning  star,  for  so  it  should  be  translated,) 
shall  rise  in  your  hearts :  until  that  time,  when  the 
prophetical  information,  imperfect  in  its  nature,  be- 
ing "  done  away,"  that  perfect  knowledge  shall  suc- 
ceed, which  is  like  knowing  4 '  face  to  face  But 
beside  this  time  of  perfect  consummation  to  which 
both  these  apostles  may  be  thought  principally  to 
refer,  there  is  a  time  promised  when  the  Divine  Power 
shall  "  remove  the  veil  spread  over  all  nations  f/' 
and  the  earth  "  be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
"glory  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea  J.w 
This  glorious  and  extensive  reign  of  Christ  and  of  his 
religion,  is  the  subject  of  many  sublime  prophecies, 
and  is  copiously  prefigured  in  the  sequel  of  this 
book.  To  those,  whether  they  be  churches  or  in- 
dividuals, who,  in  full  assurance  of  faith,  resist  the 
temptations,  and  surmount  the  difficulties  of  their 
Christian  warfare,  looking  forward  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  divine  promises  with  spiritual  discern- 
ment, to  such  shall  be  granted  the  dawnings  and  first 
light  of  these  happy  times ;  they  shall  see  them, 
though  afar  off  §  ;  and  seeing,  they  shall  rejoice  || ; 
and  this  joy  no  one  shall  take  from  them  If. 

*  1  Cor.  xui.'lO.  &  12,      t      xxv«  7.  J  Hab.  ii.  14. 

S  Heb.  si.  13.  ||  John  viii.  56.        IT  John  xvi.  22. 


1 


» 


PART 

< 


Digitized  by  Google 


* 


78 


APOCALYPSK. 


[Pt.  I.  §  8. 


PART  I. 

SECTION  VIII. 

The  Address  to  the  Church  in  Sardis. 

chap.  iii.  VER.  1 — 6. 


1  Kxt  ru  afyi'Xw  rns 
it  latfttrn  Sk- 
xXn<rlxt  y^x-^ot' 
Tddt  Xiyn  o  ty^t 

t5  GiS,  ^  T«f 
ijflx  aripxs*  0$a 
cr«  rx  {fay  oti 
cyOfA*  tXUft  2t/ 
j£   ttxpos  tl. 

2  r/»M  7fi)7ofi», 

a  (xi>J\ti  airnOxtth' 
«  yx$  tvpvKPL  era  t« 

f^l*  VTtV>^X<fJ.itX 
U%P«f  j£  r)K*<TXS, 

uoo»*    ix»    it  pit 

at   if  KXtirUt,  Kf 

*    s      «  # 
«  (Art  yrys,  fsot  *► 

fl^w  tzr*  at. 

4  *A>.\>  tyiis  ixlyx 
otifAxlx  it  lafitant. 

ft  «x  iftitaNn  t<» 

ifAxri*  xvrwt,  j£ 
'Zt^iTrxViffaat  {xtC 
f(xu  It  Xtvxur  crt 

5  a.%to! u<Tit.'Otixxrrt 
&tos  xsi^x>.i7rat 
it  ipaUott  ?mxo7s' 


1  And  to  the  angel  of 
the  Church  in  Sardis 
write  :  Thus  saith  he 
who  hath  the  seven 
Spirits  of  God,  and 
the  seven  stars.  I 
know  thy  works,  that 
thou  hast  a  name,  that 
thou  livest,  and  thou 

2  art  dead.  Be  watch- 
ful, and  strengthen 
the  things  remaining, 
which  are  about  to 
die;  for  I  have  not 
found  thy  works  per- 
fect before  my  God. 

3  Remember  therefore 
how  thou  hast  received 
and  heard,  and  hold 
fast,  and  repent.  For 
if  thou  shalt  not  be 
watchful,  I  will  come 
upon  thee,  as  a  thief; 
and  thou  shalt  not 
know  at  what  hour  I 
shall  come  upon  thee. 

4  But  thou  hast  a  few 
names  in  Sardis,  which 
have  not  defiled  their 
garments ;  and  they 
shall  walk  with  me  in 
white,  for  they  are 
worthy.  He  that  ovcr- 


1  And  unto  the  angel 
of  the  Church  in  Sar- 
dis, write,  These  things 
saith  he  that  hath  the 
seven  Spirits  of  God, 
and  the  seven  stars; 
I  know  thy  works,  that 
thou  hast  a  name,  that 
thou  livest,  and  art 

2  dead.  Be  watchful  and 
strengthen  the  thiugs 
which  remain,  that  are 
ready  to  die:  for  I 
have  not  found  thy 
works  perfect  before 

3  God.  Remember  there- 
fore how  thou  hast  re- 
ceived and  heard,  and 
hold  fast,  and  repent. 
If  therefore  thou  shalt 
not  watch,  I  will  come 
on  thee  as  a  thief, 
and  thou  shalt  not 
know  what  hour  I  will 

4  come  upon  thee.  Thou 
hast  a  few  names  even 
in  Sardis,  which  have 
not  defiled  their  gar- 
ments ;  and  they  shall 
walk  with  me  in  white : 
for  they  are  worthy. 

5  He  that  overcometh, 
the  same    shall  be 
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rl  hop*  mvru  Ik 

OfjuoXtyrnTM  to 
otofxx  aiiTti  ttxirtoi 

T«    ZJCtlfOS  (Ml,  Kj 

ituTtm  TMt  £ryi\vr 
*        '  !  _\ 

aXK3"*T*»      Tl  TO 

txxXr.elais. 


cometb,  the  same  shall 
be  clothed  in  white 
raiment ;  and  I  will 
not  blot  out  his  name 
from  the  book  of  life  ; 
and  I  will  confess  his 
name  before  my  Fa- 
ther, and  before  his 
6  Angels.  He  that  hath 
an  ear,  let  him  hear 
what  the  Spirit  saith 
unto  the  churches. 


clothed  in  white  rai- 
ment; and  I  will  not 
blot  out  his  name  out 
of  the  book  of  life, 
but  I  will  confess  his 
name  before  my  Fa- 
ther, and  before  his 
6  angels,  lie  that  hath 
an  ear,  let  him  hear 

what  the  Spirit  saith 

•  t 

unto  the  churches. 


Ver.  1.  Sardis.]  Sardis,  situated  on  the  Pactolus, 
the  ancient  seat  of  Croesus,  and  of  the  Lydian  kings, 
was  proverbially  the  seat  of  Riches.  This  city  had 
suffered  grievously  by  an  earthquake  some  time  be- 
fore the  date  of  this  vision ;  but,  by  the  bounty  of 
Tiberius  Crcsar,  had  been  restored  to  splendour*. 
Sardis  possessed,  from  its  natural  situation,  extraor- 
dinary means  of  acquiring  riches.  But  riches  ar$ 
corruptive,  and  are  apt  to  lead  to  that  supineness 
in  religion,  and  profligacy  in  morals,  which  in  this 
epistle  are  so  severely  rebuked. 

Sardis  is  now  no  more  than  a  village.  An  an- 
cient Christian  church  supplies  the  Turks,  who  in- 
habit it,  with  a  mosque.  The  few  Christians  (if 
such  they  may  be  called)  who  still  continue  there, 
are  represented  to  have  neither  Church  nor  minister. 

Ib.  The  seven  Spirits  of  God.]    See  note,  ch.  i.  4. 

Ib.  The  seven  Stars.]    See  note,  ch.  i.  16. 

Ib.  Name.]    Character  or  reputation. 

Ib.  That  thou  livest,  and  thou  art  dead.]  In  the 
same  figurative  language,  our  Lord  commanded  his 

•  Strabo  ii.  p.  931. 
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disciples  to  c<  let  the  dead  bury  their  dead  *."  The 
word  vfx?of,  a  dead  body,  is  used  in  its  metaphorical 
sense;  "dead"  as  Saint  Paul  expresses  it,  "  in  tres- 
"  passes  and  sins;  alienated  from  the*life  of  Godf." 
The  same  metaphor  occurs  frequently  in  Scripture. 
A  person  living  in  the  defilements  of  the  world,  in 
whom  the  spiritual  life  in  Christ  hath  little  or  no 
vigour,  is  said  to  be  "  d£ad  while  he  liveth  as,  on 
the  contrary,  of  him  who  meets  death  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  Christian  duty,  it  is  pronounced,  that 
u  he  liveth,  though  he  die  f."  "  The  use  of  this  me- 
"  taphor  has  been  so  common  with  the  Jews,  that,  as 
"  Maimonides  informs  us  J,  they  proverbially  say, 
"  Impii  etiam  viventes  vocantur  mortui,  The  wicked 
"are  dead,  even  while  they  are  alive;  for  he,  saith 
"  Philo  ||,  who  lives  a  life  of  sin,  rebvwe  rov  fuJa/juwv*, 
"  is  dead  as  to  a  life  of  happiness :  his  soul  is  dead, 
"  and  even  buried  in  his  lusts  and  passions.  And 
"  because  the  whole  Gentile  world  lay  more  especially 
"  under  these  unhappy  circumstances,  whence  the 
"apostle  styles  them  sinners  of  the  Gentiles f,  it 
"  was  proverbially  said  by  the  Jewish  doctors,  Populi 
"  terrarum,  i.  e.  Ethnici,  non  vivunt,  the  heathens 
"  do  not  live**."  An  attention  to  this  use  of  the 
words  death,  die,  dead,  Sec.  in  this  figurative  lan- 
guage of  Scripture,  will  tend  to  illustrate  many  pas- 
sages otherwise  obscure.  Such  are  Matt.  xxii.  32. 
iv.  6\  Luke  i.  79.  Rom.  vi.  2.  viii.  6.  2  Cor.  1.  9, 
10.  iii.  6.  1  Pet.  iv.  6.    So  likewise  in  the  sequel  of 

*  Matt.  viii.  22.  f  Eph.  ii.  1,  5.  iv.  18. 

I  Joba  xi.  26.  Matt.  iv.  16.  Rom.  viii.  6.  Eph.  v.  14.  1  Tim.  v.<F. 
1  Pet.  iv.  6.  1  John  iii.  14.  Jude  12. 

$  More  Nevoch.  lib.  1.  ||  Leg.  Allcg.  c.  1. 

Gal.  ii.  15.  •*  Whitby  on  1  Pet.  iv.  6. 
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this  prophetical  book,  where  it  is  reasonable  to  expect 
that  such  words  will  be  used  in  this  their  acknow- 
ledged metaphorical  sense,  as  in  this  expression  of  our 
Lord  to  the  Church  of  Sarclis,  which  serves  as  a  clue 
to  the  rest.  For  the  whole  is  his  prophecy  or  reve- 
lation, given  to  him,  and  delivered  by  him*  Wc 
find  also  that  the  early  writers  of  the  church,  who 
succeeded  the  apostles,  applied  these  words  in  the 
same  figurative  meaning.  In  this  acceptation  Igna- 
tius uses  the  word  death\.  In  the  persecution  of 
the  Christians  under  M.  Aurelius,  some  had  denied 
the  faith ;  these  are  styled  vs^tt,  dead ;  but  being 
afterwards  enabled  to  profess  their  belief  in  Jesus, 
even  in  the  face  of  torture  and  of  death,  they  are 
then  said  to  be  restored  to  life.  The  passage  is  ex- 
pressive, and  may  be  seen  at  length  in  Euseb.  Hist. 
Eccles.  lib.  v.  c.  i.  Tertullian  has  frequently  used 
the  words  death  and  die  in  this  figurative  sense: 
Mortuus  es  qui  non  es  Christianus  J.  Apostoli  de 
mortuis  vivos  faciebant,  haeretici  de  vivis  mortuos 
faciunt  §. 

Ver.  2.  Be  watchful.]  We  are  exhorted  to  the  same 
watchfulness,  connected  with  the  metaphor  explained 
in  the  last  verse,  in  many  other  passages  of  Scripture. 
"  Awake,  thou  that  sleepest,  and  arise  from  the  dead,1* 
*c  || 

Ver.  3.  Remember.]  The  fault  of  Sardis  was  not 
heresy,  or  corruption  of  doctrine:  it  was  negligence 
and  supineness :  she  knew  the  will  of  her  Lord,  but 

•  Ch.  LI.  ,  t  Epist.  ad  Trail,  sect.  6. 

I  De  Caraa  Christi,  sect.  2. 

<!  De  Pra?sc.  Haeret.  sect.  30.    See  also  Cyprian's  Epistles  10  & 
*7,  where  the  same  metaphor  is  used. 
N  Eph.  t.  14.  Matt.  xxv.  13. 

Q  did 
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did  it  not  She  is  therefore  called  upon  to  remember 
the  doctrines  she  had  received,  and  to  hring  them 
into  practice.  "  And  what  I  say  unto  you,  I  say 
"  unto  all,"  says  our  Lord,  "  watch." 

Ib.  A  thief.]  The  coining  of  Christ,  to  take  ven- 
geance on  his  enemies,  is  represented  to  he  like  the 
approach  of  a  thief  in  the  night,  when  men,  lulled  in 
security,  awake  suddenly  to  see  their  own  ruin  *. 
This  consideration  more  especially  affects  the  care- 
less and  negligent,  such  as  the  Sardians  are  repre- 
sented to  be.  The  words  of  Saint  Paul  may  be  ap- 
plied as  the  best  possible  comment  on  this  text :  "  But 
"  of  the  times  and  seasons,  Brethren,  ye  have  no  need 
u  that  I  write  to  you,  for  you  yourselves  know  per* 
u  fectly  that  the  day  of  the  Lord  so  cometh  as  a 
"  thief  in  the  night ;  for  when  they  shall  say  peace 
"  and  safety,  then  sudden  destruction  cometh  upon 
11  them,  as  travail  upon  a  woman  with  child,  and 
"  they  shall  not  escape :  but  ye,  Brethren,  are  not  in 
u  darkness,  that  that  day  should  overtake  you  as  a 
"  thief;  ye  are  all  the  children  of  the  light,  and  the 
"children  of  the  day;  we  are  not  of  the,  night,  nor 
"  of  darkness :  therefore  let  us  not  sleep  as  do  others, 
u  but  let  us  watch  and  be  sober  f." 

Ver.  4.  Names.]  We  observe  the  same  expres- 
sion used  in  the  same  sense  to  signify  Christian  per- 
sons, Acts  i.  15.  and  again,  Rev.  xi.  13.  They  are 
those  who  have  their  names  enrolled  in  the  book  of 
their  Lord,  who  claim  a  citizenship  in  his  new  Jeru- 
salem J.  We  learn  here,  as  from  other  passages  of 
Scripture,  that  pure  members  of  an  impure  church 

•  Joel  11  9.  Matt.  xxiv.  43.  Luke  xii.  39,  40. 

t  i  Tkess.  v.  1—7.      I  See  the  note  belovr,  yer.  5.  book  of  life. 
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are  kept  separate  in  the  eye  of  their  Lord,  and  by 
him  shall  be  considered  as  his  own. 

Ib.  Garments— white.]  By  an  easy  and  obvious 
metaphor*,  what  raiment  is  on  the  body,  its  cover 
and  ornament,  such  is  the  habit  of  practice  to  the 
soul.  u  I  put  on  righteousness,  and  it  clothed  me," 
says  Job;  4 '  my  judgment  was  a  robe  and  a  diadem." 
Conformably  to  which  method  of  speaking,  the 
Christian  is  required  "  to  put  off  the  old  man,  to  put 
"  on  the  new,  to  put  on  Christ  f  which  expressions 
are  explained  by  their  context  to  signify,  that  he 
should  "  be  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  his  mind,  and  put 
"on  the  righteousness  which  is  by  faith."  In  this 
allegorical  form  of  speech,  our  Lord  describes  his 
servants  as  invited  to  the  wedding  of  their  great 
Master;  when  one  of  them,  appearing  without  a  wed- 
ding garment,  is  sentenced  to  be  cast  into  outer 
darkness.  This  garment  is  white,  pure,  free  from 
stain  of  sin,  made  clean,  as  it  is  expressed  not  only 
in  the  Apocalypse  but  in  other  passages  of  Scripture, 
by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb%*  Sin  defiles  the  soul,  as 
earthly  impurities  do  the  bodily  raiment ;  and  there  is 
no  other  means  of  cleansing,  but  propitiating  blood ; 
not  the  blood  of  bulls  and  goats,  for  these  were  only 
typical,  but  the  blood  of  the  Redeemer,  of  the  holy 
victim,  slain,  in  the  counsel  of  God,  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  world.  If  we  would  be  clothed  in  this 
raiment,  in  which  alone  we  can  appear  pure  and  ac- 

*  For  the  gradual  formation  of  which,  see  1  Sam.  xviii.  4.  2  Sam. 
i.  24.  Is.  xxii.  21.  lxi.  10,  Dan.  v.  7.  Luke  xv.  22.  xvi.  ig.  Also, 
Herodotus,  Thalia,  lxxxiv.   Xenoph.  Auab.  lib.  i. 

t  Eph.  iv.  22.  27-  Gal.  iii.  27. 

I  See  1  John  i.  7.  Vs.  li.  J.  Dan.  xi.  35.  1  Pet.  i.  19.  Heb.  xi.  13. 
Rev.  vii.  14. 
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ceptable  before  God,  we  must  put  on  faith,  working 
in  us,  by  love,  the  best  moral  conduct ;  agreeably  to 
which  explanation,  this  acceptable  white  garment  is 
(in  chap.  xix.  8,)  affirmed  to  be  "the  righteousness 
"of  the  Saints 

Ver.  5.  White  raiment]  See  the  preceding  note, 
to  which  we  may  add  this  observation  ;  that  the  expres- 
sion fv  KevKoig  is  peculiar  to  Saint  John  ;  see  chap.  xx. 
12.  where  it  is  applied  to  the  shining  appearance  of 
angels;  also  Mark  xvi.  5.  <rrokv\  a«ux»i,  which  in  Saint - 
Luke  is  expressed  by  fv  i<rbv\<rt <rtv  uffTqxTTisjcug,  whence 
we  may  collect  that  At vxoe  applied  to  garments  means 
a  white  of  a  dazzling  brightness  and  splendour,  such 
as  arrays  angelic  beings. 

Ib.  Book  of  life.]  As  in  states  and  cities,  those 
who  obtained  freedom  and  fellowship,  were  enrolled 
in  the  public  register,  which  enrolment  was  their 
title  to  the  privileges  of  citizens;  so  the  King  of 
heaven,  of  the  new  Jerusalem,  engages  to  preserve 
in  his  register  and  enrolment,  in  the  book  of  life, 
the  names  of  those,  who  like  the  good  Sardians,  in 
a  corrupted  and  supine  society,  shall  preserve  alle- 
giance and  a  faithful  discharge  of  their  Christian 
duties.  He  will  own  them  as  his  fellow- citizens,  be- 
fore men  and  angels  f« 

•  The  result  of  these  observations  will  enable  us  perhaps  to  ex- 
plain a  passage  in  the  2d  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  (ch.  v.  3.)  which 
aeems  to  have  perplexed  the  commentators :  "  If  so,  that  being 
**  clothed,  we  shall  not  be  found  naked  :  that  is,  if  at  the  day  of 
Judgment,  when  we  must  necessarily  appear  without  our  corporeal 
integuments,  we  shall  have  obtained  that  clothing,  which  alone  can 
make  us  fit  to  appear  in  the  Divine  presence  ;  that  white,  pure  wed- 
ding garment,  the  righteousness  of  the  Saints,  without  which  no  one 
can  be  admitted  to  the  presence  of  God. 

f  Matt.  ix.  32.  Lukexii.  8.  See  also  Psalm  lxix.  28.  Ezek.  xiii. 
9.  Exod.  xxxii.  33.  Dan.  xii.  1.  Mai.  iii.  lo\  Luke  x.  20. 
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SECTION  IX. 
The  Address  to  ike  Church  in  Philadelphia. 


•y  «r*   •  *  f  »*  — 

(   Kxt  tv  ouytXu  ms 

rit  xXtlfix  T«  A«- 
•    X»0/ya  >,  IC 

vSfiV    telnet'  xx) 
xXl« /,  x,  «3i 1  f  a. ; ot- 
to yet'   0$«  av  rx 

s€tx-  »«,  Ma,** 

h%r*to»  an  %v^xt 

Sn*T«i  xXir<r*i  «y- 
■n!»-  on  fjuxfat  t- 

Ton  Xoyo*, 
x)  «X  fy»<5«r«  TO  S»0- 

ex  t5j  wixyuyhs 
tS  trxrxtx  r§»  Kh 

#a*t»  mau,  to  «x  M- 

c-  j  /,  xXXx  \J/i  v5o»lan* 

i        »  » 
io«,  taoincu  xvrut, 

*9X  r,£*7/  x}  W^0<7- 

7»£cj»,  or<  n- 
lOyxvmrx  at'  "On 
inopurxs  T*»  Xoyor 
Tri(  vTroyLorhs  pa, 
xxyti  n  vngv&tj  ix 


chap.  iii.  ver.  7—13. 

7  And  unto  the  Angel 
of  the  Church  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, write :  Thus 
saith  He  that  is  holy  ; 
He  that  is  true;  He 
who  hath  the  key  of 
David ;  He  who  open- 
etb  and  no  one  shut, 
teth,  and  shutteth  and 

8  no  one  openeth  :  I 
know  thy  works;  be- 
hold, I  have  set  before 
thee  an  opened  door, 
which  no  one  can  shut : 
because  thou  hast  little 
strength,  and  hast  kept 
ir»v  word,  and  hast 
not  denied  my  name, 

9  Behold,  I  give  unto 
thee  those  of  the  syna- 
gogue of  Satan,  (who 
say  of  themselves  that 
they  are  Jews,  and  are 
not,  but  speak  falsely, 
behold,  I  will  make 
them)  to  come  and 
worship  before  thy 
feet,  and  to  know  that 
I  have   loved  thee. 

10  Because  thou  hast 
kept  the  word  of  my 
patience,  I  also  will 
keep  thee  from  the 


7  And  to  the  Angel  of 
the  Church  in  Phila- 
delphia, write,  These 
things  saith  He  that  is 
holy ;  He  that  is  true ; 
He  that  hath  the  key 
of  David ;  He  that 
openeth,  and  no  man 
shutteth ;  and  shutteth, 
and  no  man  openeth : 

8  I  know  thy  works: 
bebold,  I  have  set  be- 
fore thee  an  open  door, 
and  no  man  can  shut 
it:  for  thou  hast  a 
little  strength,  and  hast 
kept  my  word,  and 
hast  not  denied  my 

9  name.  Behold,  I  will 
make  them  of  the 
synagogue  of  Satan 
(which  say  they  are 
Jews,  and  are  not,  but 
do  lie) ;  behold,  I  will 
make  them  to  come 
and  worship  before  thy 
feet,  and  to  know  thai 
I   have   loved  thee. 

10  Because  thou  hast 
kept  the  word  of  my 
patience,  I  also  will 
keep  thee  from  th« 
hour  of  temptation, 
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7>>f  ux>  t'njJ  b'Atjr, 
xutias  lul  T?f  yns. 

]  1  Efvofuu  Tax^' 

fAn5«f  Xa£»j  to»  n- 

12  f  a»c»<ry.  'Onx£y, 

i»  tv  taf  tS  ©te 
fA«,  xai  i£w  «  ft* 

iv*  *£to»  oKfuz 
tS  ©iS  /a*,  xdu  to 
ofOfjux  TV  xoo>Jvt 
th  ©«S   yM,  rxs 

xauvns  *Iif«<r*xV» 
«  xaTaCot/Wa  ix 
t5  £f«»S  **o  tS 

©tK  /Li«,  TO  0»0- 

fjL»  fJM  to  x*<rov. 

1 3  *0  I^X'f  8f ,  «X«C«- 

TV,  Tl  TO  crmC'/a 

X*«y«  rout  ixxAn- 


hour  of  trial,  which  is 
about  to  come  upon 
the  whole  region,  to 
try  those  who  dwell 

11  upon  the  earth.  I  am 
coming  soon ;  hold  fast 
that  which  thou  hast, 
that  no  one  take  thy 

12  crown.  He  that  over- 
cometh,  him  will  I 
make  a  column  in  the 
Temple  of  my  God  ; 
and  out  of  it  he  shall 
never  more  depart ; 
and  I  will  write  upon 
him  a  name  of  my  God, 
and  the  name  of  the 
city  of  my  God;  of 
the  new  Jerusalem, 
which  cometh  down 
out  of  heaven  from  my 
God ;  even  my  new 

13  name.  lie  that  hath  an 
ear,  let  him  hear  what 
the  Spirit  saith  unto 

.  the  Churches. 


which  shall  come  upon 
all  the  world,  to  try 
them  that  dwtll  upon 

1 1  the  earth.  Behold, 
I  come  quickly :  hold 
that  fast  which  thou 
hast,  th  at  no  man  take 

12  thy  crown.  Him  that 
overcometh,  will  I 
make  a  pillar  in  the 
Temple  of  my  God, 
and  he  shall  go  no 
more  out ;  and  I  will 
write  upon  him  the 
name  of  my  God,  and 
the  name  of  the  city  of 
my  God,  which  is  new 
Jerusalem,  which  co* 
meth  down  out  of  hea- 
ven from  my  God  : 
and  I  will  write  upon 

13  him  my  new  name.  He 
that  hath  an  ear,  let 
him  hear  what  the 
Spirit  saith  unto  the 
Churches. 


Ver.  7.  Philadelphia.]  This  city,  in  the  times  of 
Strabo,  that  is,  not  long  before  the  date  of  this  vision, 
had  been  so  often  shaken  by  earthquakes,  that  it  was  in 
a  great  measure  deserted  by  its  inhabitants ;  which  may 
in  some  degree  account  for  the  poverty  of  its  Church, 
as  described  in  this  Epistle.  And  its  poverty  may  also 
in  some  degree  account  for  its  virtue,  which  is  so 
highly  commended  *.  Melito,  an  eminent  Bishop  of 
this  see,  and  a  Christian  apologist  in  the  second  cen- 

•  Strabo,  ii.  lib.  xii. 

tury, 
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tury,  appears  to  have  written  on  the  Apocalypse  *.  That 
such  a  man,  in  such  a  situation,  so  near  to  the  time 
when  the  Apocalypse  was  published,  should  acknow- 
ledge it  as  divine,  by  commenting  upon  it,  is  a  strong 
argument  for  its  authenticity.  Unfortunately  this 
work  of  his  is  lost. 

Philadelphia  appears  to  have  resisted  the  attacks  of 
the  Turks  in  1312,  with  more  success  than  the  other 
cities  f;  but  at  length  it  fell  under  their  domination. 
It  still  contains  (probably  as  being  the  last  which  was 
subdued)  more  Christian  families  than  most  of  the 
others.  Modern  travellers  represent  four  Christian 
Churches  standing  in  this  place,  and  above  200  houses 
inhabited  by  Christians. 

Ib.  He  that  is  holy.]  This  epithet  belongs  appro- 
priately to  the  Deity.  He  alone  is  holy  J  :  the  Holy 
One.  But,  by  communication,  the  same  epithet  de- 
scends to  the  only  begotten  Son,  who,  as  such,  partaking 
the  nature  of  the  Father,  is  styled  the  Holy  One\. 

Ib.  He  that  is  true.]  This  epithet,  like  the  pre- 
ceding, is  applicable  only  to  the  Father,  who  is  ilovoc 
*Xyhvo;  0£o?,  the  only  true  God  (John  xviii.  3.);  but 
descends  also  to  the  Son,  "  the  express  image  of  the 
"  Father,"  "  the  Truth  and  the  Lifc|."  He  is  the 
true  bread,  the  true  vine,  the  true  light,  and  is  em- 
phatically denominated  The  True  One%. 

Ib.  Key  of  David.]  See  note,  ch.  i.  18. 

Ver.  8.  Opened  door.]  Our  Lord  has  rendered  the 
everlasting  glories  of  his  kingdom  of  easy  access  to  the 
faithful  and  repentant:   1st,  Because  he  has  made 

*  Euseb.  Hist.  Eccl.  p.  147.  t  Gibbon,  vi.  314. 

|  Exod.  xxviii.  36.    Is.  vi.  3. 

§  Psalm  xvi.  10.    Mark  i.  2*.    Luke  iv.  34.    Acts  iii.  14. 
||  John  xiv.  6.  %  I  John  v.  20. 

atonement 
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atonement  for  those  sins  which  would  otherwise  pre- 
clude their  entrance.  2dly,  By  granting  to  them  spi- 
ritual assistance.  3dly,  By  supplying  them  with  rules 
and  directions,  which  he  has  illustrated  by  his  own 
perfect  example.  Hence  he  has  called  himself  the  Way> 
the  Door,  no  one  entereth  but  through  him.  And 
against  those  who  faithfully  and  diligently  attempt  an 
entrance  through  him,  the  powers  of  Hell  shall  not 
prevail.  In  Acts  xiv.  27,  it  is  called,  the  "  door  of 
"faith,"  and  is  described  as  open  to  the  Gentiles, 
through  the  mercies  of  God. 

Ver.  9.  Jews.]  See  note,  ch.  ii.  9.  A  complete  tri- 
umph over  these  pretended  saints  is  promised  to  this 
humble  Church ;  and  probably  it  took  place  in  those 
early  times,  of  which  so  little  history  remains.  But  as 
this  meek  and  faithful  Church  is  a  type  and  resem* 
blance  of  the  pure  Church  of  Christ ;  so,  to  that  uni- 
versal Church,  when  it  shall  appear  in  its  purity,  after 
this  type,  the  conversion  of  the  whole  body  of  the 
Jews  seems  promised ;  which  has  been  vainly,  though 
often  attempted  by  violence  and  persecution. 

Ver.  10.  /  will  keep  thee  from  the  hour  of  trial] 
This  promise,  in  favour  of  the  Church  of  Philadelphia, 
was  probably  fulfilled  in  some  subsequent  persecution, 
of  which  we  have  no  special  account. 

Ver.  11.  /  am  coming  soon.]  See  notes,  ch.  i.  3, 
iii.  16. 

Ib.  Crown.]  See  note,  ch.  ii.  15. 

Ver.  12.  Column,]  The  ancient  nations  were  ac* 
customed  to  erect  columns  in  honourable  memorial  of 
heroes.  Such,  in  idea  at  least,  were  the  columns  of 
Hercules.  Absalom,  "having  no  son  to  keep  his 
ft  name  in  remembrance, "  built  a  column  to  be  called 


Digitized  by  Google 


Ch.  iii.  7—13.]       apocalypse,  89 

by  his  name  *.  The  Christian  conqueror  is  here  pro- 
mised such  an  honourable  memorial  in  God's  temple, 
in  his  everlasting  temple  in  heaven.  Agreeably  to  this 
figurative  language,  the  Apostles  James  and  Peter  are 
accounted  columns  of  the  Church  (<rrvAo/,  Gal.  ii.  9.) 
And  the  Alexandrian  martyrs  of  the  third  century  are 
called  rrvXot  m  0*8,  and  also  Attalus  of  Pergamos,  in 
the  account  of  the  martyrs  at  Lyons  and  Vienne  in  the 
second  century  f. 

Ib.  New  Jerusalem,]  The  numerous  prophecies, 
foretelling  great  and  everlasting  glory  to  Jerusalem, 
have  not  been  fulfilled  in  the  literal  Jerusalem ;  nor 
can  be  so  fulfilled,  without  contradicting  other  pre- 
dictions, especially  those  of  our  Lord,  which  have 
denounced  its  ruin.    They  remain  therefore  to  be  ful- 
filled in  a  spiritual  sense ;  in  that  sense  which  Saint 
Paul  points  out  to  us,  when,  in  opposition  to  "  Jeru- 
€t  salem  that  now  is,  and  is  in  bondage  with  her  chil- 
u  dren,"  he  presents  to  our  view  "  Jerusalem  which  is 
"  above,  which  is  free,  which  is  the  mother  of  us  all." 
This  is  the  city  which  "Abraham  looked  to;  a  building 
"  not  made  with  hands,  whose  builder  and  maker  is 
u  God       even  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  whose  splen- 
dour will  be  displayed  in  the  concluding  chapters  of 
this  book. 

•  2  Sam.  xviii.  18. 

t  Euseb.  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  vl  c.  41.  &  lib.  v.  1. 

I  Galf  iv.  24—27.   Heb.  xi.  10— 16.  xii.  22—24.  xiii.  14. 
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PART  I. 

SECTION  X. 
The  Address  to  the  Church  in  Laodicea. 


chat.  hi.  VER .  14—21. 


14Ka<    rZ  *fyi\u 

T*Si  Aiyw  o  'A/xr(>, 

xrifftKS  tS  0i5. 
1 5  OlJat  cu  ra  tpfa, 

in  £is-m*  o$tXo» 

afor  J,  bti 
^iXXfc;  ai  tpitrat  Ik 
17  "On  Tiyot'  "Ot< 

«x  OiCaSy  or;  (TV  ii 
«  *.      »         »  1 

tfti  x?v<r'°*  vstuv- 
hat  vXhtvktvis*  xat 


14  And  to  the  Angel  of 
the  Church  in  Laodi- 
cea, write :  Thus  saith 
the  Amen,  the  faith- 
ful and  true  Witness, 
the  Beginning  of  the 

15  Creation  of  God.  I 
know  thy  works,  that 
thou  art  neither  cold 
nor  hot ;  I  would  that 
thou  wert  cold  or  hot: 

16*  So  then,  because  thou 
art  lukewarm,  and  nei- 
ther cold  nor  hot,  I 
am  about  to  nauseate 
thee  out  of  my  mouth ; 

17  Because  thou  sayest 
that  I  am  rich,  and  am 
grown  wealthy,  and 
have  need  of  nothing, 
and  knowest  not  that 
thou  art  wretched,  and 
miserable,  and  poor, 
and  blind,  and  naked. 

181  counsel  thee  to  buy 
of  me  gold  purified 
in  the  fire,  that  thou 
may'st  be  rich ;  and 
white  raiment,  that 
thou  may'st  be  clothed ; 
and  that  the  shame  of 
thy  nakedness  may  not 


14  And  unto  the  Angel 
of  the  Church  of 
the  Land  ice  an  s,  write, 
These  things  saith  the 
Amen,  the  faithful  and 
true  Witness,  the  Be- 
ginning of  the  Creation 

15 of  God;  I  know  thy 
works,  that  thou  art 
neither  cold  nor  hot : 
I  would  thou  wert  cold 

1 6  or  hot.  So  then  be- 
cause thou  art  luke- 
warm, and  neither  cold 
nor  hot,  I  will  spue 
tbee  out  of  my  mouth : 

17  Because  thou  sayest, 
I  am  rich,  and  increas- 
ed with  goods,  and 
have  need  of  nothing; 
and  knowest  not  that 
thou  art  wretched,  and 
miserable,  and  poor, 
and  blind,  and  naked. 

181  counsel  thee  to  buy 
of  me  gold  tried  in  the 
fire,  that  thou  mayest 
be  rich ;  and  white 
raiment,  that  thou 
mayest  be  clothed,  and 
that  the  shame  of  thy 
nakedness  do  not  ap* 
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axt  tus  o£&«Afu*f 
ai;.    it*  $kiirY)f» 
ovtts  lav  $t- 

fp»X«  I7TI  Tfl» 

T/f  axt*  <rij  TTIS 


Jl'0^,J^*i- 
Ty  xa&ioau  faff  «- 

fCf  IxoBkta  tJla  rS 
T*  to  remvfjut  Xtyw 


appear ;  and  to  anoint 
thine  eyes  with  eye- 
salve,  that  thou  mayest 

19  see.  As  many  as  I 
love,  I  prove  and  chas- 
ten ;  be  zealous,  there- 

20  fore,  and  repent.  Be- 
hold, I  stand  at  the 
door,  and  knock;  if 
any  one  shall  hear  my 
voice,  and  open  the 
door,  L  will  come  in 
unto  him,  and  will  sup 
with  him,  and  he  with 

21  me.  He  who  over- 
cometh,  to  him  will  I 
give  to  sit  with  me  on 
my  Throne ;  as  I  also 
have  overcome,  and 
am  seated  with  my 
Father  on  his  Throne. 

22  He  that  hath  an  ear, 
let  him  hear  what  the 
Spirit  saith  unto  the 
Churches. 


pear ;  and  ar>^ht  thine 

eyes  with  eye-^lvc, 
that  thou  mayest  see? 

19  As  many  as  I  love,  I 
rebuke  and  chasten : 
be  zealous,  therefore, 

20  and  repent.  Behold, 
I  stand  at  the  door, 
and  knock ;  if  any  man 
hear  my  voice,  and 
open  the  door,  I  will 
come  in  to  him,  and 
will  sup  with  him,  and 

21  he  with  me.  To  him 
that  overcometh,  will 
I  grant  to  sit  with  me 
iu  my  throne,  even  as 
I  also  overcame,  and 
am  set  down  with  my 
Father  in  his  Throne. 

22  He  that  hath  an  ear, 
let  him  hear  what  the 
Spirit  saith  unto  tha 
Churches. 


Ver.  14.  Laodicea.]  Upon  the  river  Lyons  (for 
there  were  other  cities  of  the  same  name)  stood  this 
city,  flourishing  in  wealth,  in  the  times  immediately 
preceding  the  date  of  this  vision  *.  Near  to  it  was 
situated  the  city  of  Colossaj;  and  in  the  times  of  Saint 
Paul,  these  appear  to  have  been  sister  Churches  of  the 
same  character,  neither  of  which  had  been  personally 
visited  by  this  great  Apostle  to  the  Gentiles  |\  1*0  each 
of  them  he  wrote  epistles,  which  he  ordered  to  be  read 
interchangeably  by  both.    And  that  which  now  bears 
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the 


Digitized  by  Google 


92  APOCALYPSE.  [Pt.  I.  §  la 

the  inscription  to  the  Ephesians,  is  supposed  by  some 
able  writers  to  have  been  the  Epistle  to  Laodicea  *. 
But  at  the  time  of  Saint  John's  banishment  to  Patmos, 
the  Church  of  Colossae  seems  to  have  been  absorbed  in 
that  of  Laodicea ;  or  at  least  the  latter  appears  to  have 
been  at  that  time  the  superior  and  predominant  Church. 
But  its  ruin  and  present  state  of  desolation  are  described 
by  modern  travellers  as  more  complete  and  lamentable 
than  that  of  the  other  six. 

Ver.  14.  The  Amen.]  This  word  imports  truth  and 
certainty ;  "I  am  he,  all  whose  promises  will  be  most 
"  strictly  fulfilled."    See  2  Cor.  i.  20. 

Ib.  Faithful  and  true  IVitncss.]  See  note,  ch.  i.  4. 

Ib.  The  Beginning  of  the  Creation  of  God.]  See 
note,  ch.  ii.  17.  For  this  seems  to  refer  to  the  new 
creation,  new  building,  where  in  Christ  all  things  are 
made  newf.  There  is  a  new  commandment,  a  new 
worship,  a  new  temple,  a  new  city,  a  t*vtw  rip  xtim;, 
of  which  Christ  is  the  corner  stone  and  foundation  J. 
And  he  is  not  only  the  *ggn,  but  the  from  the 

grave,  the  first  fruits,  insuring  the  resurrection  of  his 
followers. 

Ver.  15.  Neither  cold  nor  hot.]  Many  are  the  pro- 
fessed Christians,  in  all  countries,  as  well  as  in  Lao- 
dicea, who,  contented  to  be  named  after  their  Re- 
deemer, are  indifferent  to  their  actions  and  their  con- 
sequences. Supposing  themselves  rich  in  his  merits, 
and  "  wanting  nothing,"  they  fall  into  a  lifeless  sort 
of  Christianity,  which  must  needs  be  disgusting  to  that 
zealous  Master  who  suffered  so  much  for  them,  laying 
so  fair  a  foundation  for  their  active  exertions.  Here 
he  calls  upon  such  persons  to  examine  their  situation  j 

*  See  note,  ii.  I.  f  2  Cor.  v.  17. 

J  lPet.ii.6.    Eph.  ii.  20. 

they 
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they  are  poor  instead  of  rich  * ;  naked  instead  of 
clothed  f ;  and  blind,  that  is,  ignorant,  and  wilfully  so. 
For  our  Lord  told  the  Pharisees,  "If  ye  were  blind, 
"  (that  is,  necessarily  ignorant,)  ye  would  have  no  sin; 
"  but  now  ye  say  we  see,  (now  ye  presume  upon  your 
fancied  knowledge,  and  refuse  divine  instruction,) 
"  therefore  your  sin  remaineth." 

Ver.  18.  Buy.]  That  is,  attain  in  preference  to 
worldly  riches.  See  Is,  lv.  1,  4.  Prov.  xxiii.  13. 
Matt.  xiii.  44 — 47. 

Ib.  Gold  purified.]  Uevv^eafLswiv,  such  virtue  as  will 
stand  the  fiery  trial,  or  such  as  men  possess  after  severe 
trials,  assisted  by  theTHvine  Grace ;  for,  see  the  follow- 
ing verse. 

Ver.  19.  As  many  as  I  love,  &c]  See  Heb.  xii. 
5 — 12,  which  is  exactly  to  the  same  purpose. 

Ver.  20.  Sup.]  The  kingdom  of  Christ  is  described 
as  a  feast  for  all  people  J.  He  is  the  bread  of  life ; 
none  who  come  to  him  shall  hunger  or  thirst  §.  But  it 
may  be  said,  if  Christ  prepares  the  supper,  why  is  he 
represented  as  standing  at  the  door,  and  knocking  for 
entrance  ?  But  this  action  is  agreeable  to  the  office  he 
bears  in  the  allegory  or  parable.  He  is  the  Bridegroom^, 
and  his  servants  sit  in  his  house  to  a  late  hour,  waiting 
his  arrival ;  when  returning  from  the  wedding,  accord- 
ing to  eastern  custom,  "  he  cometh  and  knocketh," 
and  they  open  to  him,  and  he  maketh  them  to  sit 
down  to  meat.  Luke  xii.  36 — 38.  See  also  John, 
xiv.  23,  which  tends  likewise  to  illustrate  this  passage. 

Ver.  21.  On  my  throne.]  This  is  the  last  reward 
promised  to  those  xvho  overcome  ;  and  it  is  the  richest  ; 

•  See  note,  ch.  ii.  9-  t  See  note,  ch.  iii.  4. 

%  Isaiah  xxv.  6.    Matt.  viii.  11.    Luke  xiv.  16.  xxii.  J<),  30. 

$  John  vi.  35.    Rev.  vii.  lo\         |]  Matt.  xxv.  1, 14.  John  iii.  2$. 

and 
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and  most  glorious.  Yet  it  is  in  perfect  concordance 
with  similar  promises  in  Scripture.  Our  Lord's  seat  is 
upon  the  throne  of  God,  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
Father*;  and  he  has  prepared  a  place  for  his  tru« 
followers,  u  that  where  he  is,  there  may  they  be  alsof." 
They  are  "  heirs  of  God,  joint-heirs  with  Christ ;  and 
with  him  they  are  to  reign  J. "  These  splendid  rewards 
are  to  be  obtained  only  through  Christ,  by  those  who 
follow  him  faithfully  in  his  career  of  spiritual  warfare, 
and  of  victory,  "  as  he  also  hath  overcome." 

•  Ileb.  viii.  1.  xii.  2.   Matt.  xxvi.  6i.  xxii.  4.    Mark  xvi.  19. 
f  John  xiv.  2. 

|  Ileb.  i.  Rom.  viii.  17.  Eph.  ii.  6.  Coloss.  iii.  1 — *.  2Tim.ii.  12. 
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PART  II. 

SECTION  I. 

Representation  of  the  Divine  Glory  in  Heaven. 


1  MeTA  ratrct  «7- 
*o,,  xmi  IU,  3*- 

fx  r.ttx'uir-n  it  Tf 

Wfvni,  i»  nxuo-at 
it  <ra\Vify&  Xx- 
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xxi  oii*x<  erot  a  ou 
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$  Tjt"  K«i  tvQiws  lyt- 
rofjLr;*  Iv  xntv/jLari' 

3  Kai   o  xaWfAir®* 

^sy  £  ~ 


4  f*yS/»«.  Kwjcv 

»o*  11X0^1  TiVcra- 
ftt  4  hi  w  V 


CHAPTER  IV. 

1  After  these  things,  I 
looked;  and  behold, 
there  was  a  door  open- 
ed in  the  heaven ;  and 
the  former  voice,  which 
I  had  heard  as  of  a 
trumpet  speaking  with 
me,  saying,  11  Come 
"  up  hither,  and  I  will 
"  shew  thee  the  things 
"  which  must  happen 

2  "  after  these."  And 
immediately  I  was  in 
the  Spirit;  and  behold, 
a  Throne  was  set  in 
heaven ;  and  upon  the 
Throne  one  sitting ; 

3  And  Hethat  sate  [was] 
like  in  appearance  to 
a  jasper,  even  a  sar- 
dine stone.  And  a 
radiance  round  about 
the  Throne,  like  in  ap- 
pearance to  an  eme- 

4  raid.  And  round  about 


1  After  this  I  looked, 
and  behold,  a  door  was 
opened  in  heaven:  and 
the  first  voice  which  I 
heard,  rvas  as  it  were 
of  a  trumpet  talking 
with  me  ;  which  said, 
Come  up  hither,  and  I 
will  shew  thee  things 
which  must  be  here- 

2  after.  And  immedi- 
ately I  was  in  the  Spi- 
rit ;  and  behold,  a 
Throne  was  set  in 
heaven,  and  one  sat  on 

3  the  Throae.  And  He 
that  sat,  was  to  look 
upon  like  a  jasper,  and 
a  sardine  stone:  and 
there  was  a  rainbow 
round      about  the 

•  Throne,  in  sight  like 

4  unto  an  emerald.  And 
round  aboui  the  Throne 
were  four  and  twenty 
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the Throne  were  twenty- 
four  thrones,  and  upon 
the  thrones  twenty-four 
Elders,  sitting,  clothed 
in  white  raiment;  and 
upon     their  heads 

5  crowns  of  gold.  And 
out  of  the  Throne  pro- 
ceed lightnings,  and 
thunderings,and  voices; 
and  seven  lamps  of  tire 
burning  before  the 
Throne,  which  are  the 
seven  Spirits  of  God. 

6  And  before  the  Throne, 
as  it  were,  a  Sea,  glassy, 
like  unto  crystal ;  and 
in  the  midst  of  the 
Throne,  and  around 
the  Throne,  four  living 
creatures,  full  of  eyes, 
before    and  behind. 

7  And  the  first  living 
creature  like  a  lion; 
and  the  second  living 
creature  like  a  steer; 
and  the  third  living 
creature  having  the 
aspect  as  a  man  ;  and 
the  fourth  living  crea- 
ture like  a  flying  eagle. 

8  And  the  four  living 
creatures,  having  each 
of  them  six  wings,  are 
full  of  eyes,  around 
and  within ;  and  they 
cease  not  day  and 
night,  saying,  M  Holy, 
11  holy,  holy,  the  Lord 
"  God,  the  Almighty, 
"  which  was,  and  which 


seats :  and  upon  the 
seats  I  saw  four  and 
twenty  Elders,  sitting, 
clothed  in  white  rai- 
ment; and  they  had  on 
their  heads  crowns  of 

5  gold.  And  out  of 
the  Throne  proceeded 
lightnings,  and  thun- 
derings,  and  voices: 
And  there  were  seven 
lamps  of  fire  burning 
before  the  Throne, 
which  are  the  seven 

6  Spirits  of  God.  And 
before  theThrone  there 
was  a  sea  of  glass,  like 
unto  crystal :  And  in 
the  midst  of  the  Throne, 
and  round  about  the 
Throne,  were  four 
beasts,  full  of  eyes,  be- 

7  fore  and  behind.  And 
the  first  beast  was  like 
a  lion ;  and  the  second 
beast  like  a  calf;  and 
the  third  beast  had  a 
face  as  a  man;  and 
the  fourth  beast  was 
like   a    flying  eagle. 

8  And  the  four  beasts 
had  each  of  them  six 
wings  about  him,  and 
they  were  full  of  eyes 
within  ;  and  they  rest 
not  day  and  night,  say- 
ing,  Holy,  holy,  holy, 
Lord  God  Almighty, 
which  was,  and  is,  and 

f)  is  to  come.  And  when 
those  beans  give  glory, 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chap,  ir.] 

yi®-,  Kvpos 

T&p,  0  t»»,  XXI  0  i», 


rio-rxps  zjfi-jGlr- 
*«,  *a<  vjgo<rxvnr 


So|at,  xat  tJ»  ti- 

fU»  on  0V  txucras 
ra  cxavut,  xmi  oia. 
to  SiXufJui  <m  r,vxT)y 


APOCALYPSE. 

?  is,  and  which  is  to 

9  11  come  P  And  when 
the  living  creatures 
give  glory  and  honour 
and  thanksgiving  to 
Hint  whosittethonlhe 
Throne,  who  liveth  for 

10  ever  and  ever,  The 
twenty-lour  elders  tall 
down  before  Him  who 
sitteth  on  the  Throne, 
and  worship  Him  who 
liveth  for  ever  and 
ever;  and  cast  their 
crowns    before  the 

1  lThrone,  saying, "  Wor- 
"  thy  art  thou,  O  Lord, 
M  to  receive  the  glory, 
"  and  the  honour,  and 
M  the  power ;  for  thou 
"  hast  created  all 
44  things,  and  by  thy 
"  will  they  were,  and 
44  were  created." 

i 
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and  honour, and  thanks 

to -Him  that  sat  on  the 
Throne,  who  liveth  for 

10  ever  and  ever,  The 
four  and  twenty  Elders 
fall  down  before  Him 
that  sat  on  the  Throne, 
and  worship  Him  that 
liveth  for  ever  and 
ever,  and  cast  their 
crowns     before  the 

■ 

1 1  Throne,  saying,  Thou 
art  worthy,  O  Lord, 
to  receive  glory,  and 
honour,  aud  power: 
for  thou  hast  created 
all  things,  and  for  thy 
pleasure  they  are,  and 
were  created. 





■5jit!  > 


Ver.  1.  Afttr  these  things.']  In  the  19th  verse  of 
the  first  chapter,  the  Prophet  is  ordered  to  write  both 
the  things  which  were  then  present,  a  Ei<?iy  and  the 

events  which  were  to  happen  afterwards,  £  ^^x^J 

yenefai  fjJitt  r*v7<c  Into  these  two  parts  the  whole  book 
of  the  Apocalypse  is  divided  *.    The  first,  containing 


*  Se«  note,  ch.  i.  19. 
It 


the 
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the  present  state  of  the  seven  Churches,  as  discovered 
by  their  all-seeing  Lord,  is  now  completed ;  and  we 
enter  upon  the  second,  which  contains  the  disclosure 
of  events  which  were  then  to  come.  Accordingly  it 
is  a  new  vision  which  is  now  presented  ;  and  the  words 
"  immediately  I  was  in  the  spirit,'*  shew  it  to  be  such; 
for  they  needed  not  to  have  been  repeated  from  chap, 
i.  10,  if  it  had  been  otherwise. 

Ib.  In  the  heaven.']  The  same  kind  of  opening  in 
the  heaven,  is  described  by  other  Prophets,  who  were 
favoured  with  such  visions*.  This  opening  of  the 
heaven  was  previous  to  Saint  John's  ascent  thither,  and 
seems  to  have  been  seen  by  him,  before  he  was  carried 
in  the  Spirit  to  become  a  spectator  of  the  sublime  scene 
which  he  is  going  to  describe. 

Ver.  2.  /  was  in  the  Spirit.]  The  celerity  with 
which  the  Apostle,  rapt  in  the  Spirit,  is  presented  be- 
fore the  scenery  in  heaven,  is  sublime.  It  is  like  that 
alluded  to  by  Saint  Paul,  who  knew  not  whether  he 
was  bodily  or  only  spiritually  present  f.  It  is  not  like 
the  fabled  ascent  of  Mahomet,  on  the  beast  Albo- 
rak  J. 

Ib.  A  throne.]  This  representation  has  a  near  re- 
semblance to  what  it  pleased  the  Holy  Spirit  to  display, 
at  other  times,  of  the  majesty  of  Jehovah  The  in- 
effable presence  of  God,  as  Bishop  Lowth  remarks  ||,  can 
only  be  represented  by  sensible  and  earthly  images. 
Here  is  displayed  the  utmost  magnificence  of  eastern 
state.. 

Ib.  Upon  the  throne  one  sitting.]  There  is  great 
sublimity  in  this  nameless  majesty  of  God  ;  and  ipsum 

•  EzeV  i.  2.  x.  1. 

t  2  Cor.  xii.  2.  &  3.  ;  Prideaux'  Life  of  Mahomet. 

$  Isaiah  vi.  Erek.  i.  26,  &c.  xiiii.  i.  J).         II  Oo  Isaiah  ri. 

ver  bum 
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verbum  sedere,  the  very  word,  fitting,  says  Jerome, 
shews  the  power  and  authority  of  his  rule  *. 

Ver„  3.  Jasper— sardine-stone.]  The  jasper  is  re- 
presented to  be  a  pellucid,  watery  gem,  its  colour  va- 
rious t,  the  sardine  also  transparent,  but  of  a  fiery 
tinge.  So,  to  express  in  some  measure,  by  sensible 
images,  the  ineffable  brightness  of  Him  who  sate  upon 
the  throne,  the  clear  jasper  first  presented  itself  in  the 
Prophets  mind,  but  a  fiery  glow  was  wanting  to  com- 
plete the  description ;  he  therefore  adds  the  sardine. 
There  is  a  resemblance  to  this  in  Exod.  xxiv.  10,  17. 

Ik  Radiance.]  In  the  vision  of  EzekielJ,  there  is 
a  throne,  and  one  sitting,  and  around  him  "  as  it  were 
"  the  appearance  of  fire,  and  it  had  brightness  round 
M  about,  as  the  appearance  of  the  bow  that  is  in  the 
u  clouds  on  the  day  of  rain."  Such  was  this  circular 
glory;  it  was  not  a  rainbow,  but  like  it;  and  of  & 
green  hue  and  lustre,  like  an  emerald. 

Ver.  4.  Twenty-four  thrones — twenty-four  elders.] 
Comparing  this  vision,  so  far  as  we  have  proceeded, 
with  those  exhibited  in  the  Old  Testament  to  the 
Prophets  Isaiah  and  Ezekiel,  we  cannot  hesitate  to  de- 
clare, that  it  represents  (to  use  the  words  of  these 
Prophets)  "  the  King,  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  the  Glory 
V  of  the  God  of  Israel !"  But  who  are  these,  whom  we 
behold  on  the  twenty-four  thrones,  seated  in  state,  and 
dignified  with  crowns?  They  are  admitted  to  distin- 
guishing honour  in  the  Divine  presence ;  and  yet  they 
are  certainly  servants,  for  they  officiate  as  such  (v.  10, 
and  ch.  xi.  16\)  in  postures  of  adoration,  as  before  an 
eastern  monarch,  with  crownf  abased,  doing  homage 
to  the  Supreme  King.    Yet  they  are  not  angels,  the 


•  Hieron.  Comm.  in  Ephes.  i.  20. 
t  Plin.  Nft.  Hist.  HW.  jcxvii. 

k  2 


I  Ch.  i.  27,  28. 
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usual  attendants  of  the  Deity;  they  have  no  other 
attribute  or  character  of  those  heavenly  inhabitants, 
than  that  of  heavenly  ministration.  These  are  not, 
then,  "  the  innumerable  company  of  angels, "  described 
by  the  Apostle  to  the  Hebrews,  (ch.  xii.)  which  sacred 
writer,  if  Saint  Paul,  (as  is  probable,)  had  been  admitted 
to  the  heavenly  scene*.  No;  this  "  innumerable  com- 
"  pany  of  angels"  is  added  to- the  scenery,  in  the  next 
chapter  f ;  nor  can  we  with  greater  probability  suppose 
them  to  represent  that,  which  immediately  follows  in 
the  same  description,  "  the  general  assembly  and 
"  Church  of  the  first-born  which  are  written  in  heaven;" 
because,  by  comparing  this  part  of  the  vision  with  that 
which  follows  in  ch.  xiv.  1,  we  shall  plainly  discover, 
that  the  twenty-four  ciders,  although  they  may  repre- 
sent a  part  of  Christ's  Church,  redeemed f  rem  earth, 
and  seated  in  heaven,  do  not  represent  u  the  general 
assembly,"  or  whole  body.  For,  the  Lamb,  the  Re- 
deemer, when  he  appears  on  Mount  Sion,  is  attended 
by  an  hundred  and  forty-four  thousand ;  -who  are  ex- 
pressly said  to  be  u  the  redeemed  from  amongst  men 
And  these  are  distinct  from  the  Elders  :  for  they  "  sing 
"  a  new  song  before  the  throne,  and  before  the  living 
"  creatures,  and  before  the  Elders."  And  these  are 
also  said  to  be  "  a  first  fruit  to  God  and  to  the  Lamb," 
(ver.  4. )  and  to  have  "  the  name  of  the  Lamb  and  of 
"his  Father  written  on  their  foreheads;"  (ver.  1.) 
which  description  agrees  so  exactly  with  that  of "  the 
general  assembly  and  Church  of  the  Fikst-born  (wpo- 
ToloKmt)  which  are  written  in  heaven,"  that  we  must 
necessarily  account  them  as  such,  and  therefore  look 
for  another  body,  with  whose  description  the  twenty- 
four  Elders  may  agree.    Such  another  body  is  dis- 

«  2  Cor.  xii.  1— 5.  t  See  ver.  11.  j  Cb.xiv.4. 
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closed  in  the  very  same  passage  of  the  Apostle  to  the 
Hebrews ;  for,  in  his  description  of  the  inhabitants  of 
heaven,  having  mentioned,  1st,  this  general  assembly 
of  Christ's  Church,  2dly,  "God,  the  Judge  of  all," 
he  adds,  Sdly,  "  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect:" 
which  is  indeed  a  very  general  expression,  and,  as 
such,  if  occurring  in  any  other  place,  might  be  under* 
stood  to  comprehend  the  whole  of  the  Christian  Church, 
perfected  in  heaven.  But  as  in  this  passage  of  the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  there  is  an  evident  distinction 
between  "  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,"  and 
"  the  general  assembly  of  the  Church and  as  the 
same  distinction  is  to  be  observed,  in  this  passage  of  the 
Apocalypse,  between  the  company  of  "  the  redeemed 
*f  from  amongst  men,"  and  the  twenty-four  elders;  so 
we  seem  authorised  to  look  for  another  explanation ; 
for  one  which  may  bring  together  the  two  remain- 
ing unexplained  descriptions,  those  of  the  Epistle  to 
the  Hebrews,  and  of  the  Apocalypse.  We  have  al- 
ready shewn  that  the  twenty-four  elders  are  not  of  the 
angelic  nature ;  and  it  will  be  easily  supposed  from 
what  has  already  appeared,  that  they  are  "just  men 
ft  made  perfect."  But  of  what  period  and  descrip- 
tion ?  To  answer  tliis  question,  let  it  be  observed,  that 
the  point  of  time  when  this  vision  opens,  and  the 
twenty-four  elders  appear,  is  antecedent  to  "the  coming 
of  Christ  in  the  flesh.  The  great  mystery  of  redemp- 
tion by  his  blood,  as  of  a  Lamb  without  spot,  is  repre- 
sented, upon  the  same  sctne,  in  the  ensuing  chapter. 
Yet,  before  these  times  of  the  Gospel,  numbers  of 
"just  men"  had  lived;  some  of  whom,  as  our  Lord 
tells  us  of  Abraham,  saw  the  day  of  redemption,  and 
rejoiced*.    These  Patriarchs  and  Prophets  of  the  old 

*  John  viii.  56. 
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Church  are  expressly  called  n?«<rfi/7«#fli,  Elders,  by  the 
Apostle # ;  and  they  seem  in  this  vision  to  *be  repre- 
sented by  the  body  of  twenty-four.  This  is  that  part 
of  the  Christian  Church  (fot  all  are  redeemed  through 
Christ)  which,  having  already  "  fought  its  good  fight" 
on  earth,  appears  triumphant  in  heaven;  and  seems 
properly  distinguished  from  the  part  which  still  remains 
upon  earth,  whose  future  conflicts  with  Satan  and 
Antichrist  are  described  in  the  succeeding  visions. 
They  are  called  Elders,  because  such,  with  the  Jews, 
Was  the  title  given  to  eminent  men  selected  to  be  their 
rulers.  Such,  among  other  ancient  nations,  also,  were 
the  Patres  of  the  Romans,  and  the  Ttpttrtm  of  the  Cartha- 
ginians-f\  They  who  have  the  experience  of  age,  are 
the  fittest  to  direct;  especially  in  those  times  and  na- 
tions where  little  attention  has  been  given  to  education. 
Such,  among  the  Gothic  nations  of  Europe,  were  the 
Earls,  or  Elders  (as  the  word  imports),  and  whence  is 
derived  our  Elderman,  or  Alderman.  Among  the  Jews, 
a  selection  of  such  a  body  was  first  made  by  advice  of 
Jethrd'J,  and  afterwards  by  Divine  appointment  §. 
These  were  seventy  in  number.  Slich  was  the  grand 
superior  council,  called  the  Sanhedrim,  which  was 
always  permitted  to  form  a  court,  and  to  transact 
business,  if  twenty- three  of  its  members  should  be 
present  And  beside  this  supreme  council,  there  was 
in  Jerusalem,  and  in  every  considerable  city,  another 
eourt  of  elders,  twenty-three  in  number,  who  exercised 
criminal  jurisdiction  ||.  This  body  would  have  been 
more  complete  in  number,  if  it  had  been  composed  of 

•  Heb.  xi.  2.  f  Polybtut,  lib.  x.  p.  spt. 

%  Exod.  xviii.  4  Numb.  xi. 

||  Maimonides,  in  Sanhed.  Per.  1,  2,  3.  Spencer,  de  Leg.  Heb. 
Lewis,  Orig.  Heb.  lib.  i.  c.  6. 

twenty- 
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twenty-four  members,  like  the  priests  of  the  courses, 
two  for  each  tribe,  (1  Chron.  xxiv.)  but  an  unequal 
number  was  preferred,  in  order  that  upon  a  division 
on  any  vote  or  sentence,  there  might  be  a  decisive 
majority.  Either  of  these  courts,  the  greater  when 
reduced  to  twenty-three,  or  the  less  when  full,  resembles 
the  session  of  these  twenty-four  elders  in  heaven  ;  who, 
being  now  "  made  perfect, M  and  placed  beyond  the 
reach  of  error  in  judgment,  are  represented  as  complete 
in  their  number,  because  unanimous  in  their  decisions. 
In  Isaiah  xxiv.  23,  the  Supreme  Lord  is  described  as 
u  reigning  before  his  Elders  (t^vI^wv)  gloriously." 
Thus  does  he  also  appear  in  this  passage  of  the  Apo- 
calypse. More  observations  on  this  body,  will  occur 
in  the  note  below,  ver.  6. 

Ib.  White  raiment.]  Such  is  the  array  of  those, 
who,  through  faith,  and  the  power  of  the  Redeemer, 
are  described  as  having  overcome  the  enemies  of  their 
salvation,  washing  their  garments  white  in  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb  *.  This  confirms  us  in  the  notion  that  these 
Elders  are  of  "  the  redeemed from  the  earth" 

lb.  Crowns  of  Gold.]  See  note,  chap.  ii.  10.  Such 
are  promised  to  the  faithful  throughout  the  Gospel. 
They  shall  reign  with  Christ  f ;  they  shall  receive  "  a 
"  crown  of  righteousness,  of  life,  of  glory  |."  This  is 
another  confirmation  that  the  Elders  are  of  the  redeemed 
from  earth. 

Ib.  Lightnings,  and  thunder ings,  and  voices.]  With 
such  terrific  pomp  the  majesty  of  God  appeared  at 
Mount  Sinai,  and  is  thus  represented  frequently  in  the 
Book  of  Psalms. 

*  Ch.  iii.  4,  5.  vii.  9,  14.  xix.  8,  14. 

t  I  Cor.  ix.  25.    2  Tim.  ii.  12. 

|  2  Tim.  iv.  8.    James  i.  12.    1  Pet.  v.  4. 

ib. 
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Ib.  Seven  lamps  of  fire.]  These  are  not  Xv%v«w,  as  in 
cli;'p.  i.  1$,  but  Xu^altq:  not  the  receptacles  of  the 
lights,  but  the  lights  themselves.  We  have  the  same 
imagery  in  Zech.  iv.  1,  7,  10;  on  which  the  Angel 
observes,  by  way  of  explanation;  "  Not  by  might,  nor 
"  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts." 
Therefore,  under  this  symbol  was  represented  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  God.  This  agrees  perfectly  with  the  repre- 
sentation before  us,  which  will  receive  additional  con- 
firmation by  recurring  to  chap.  i.  4,  and  the  note 
thereon ;  where  the  seven  Spirits  before  the  throne, 
appear  evidently  to  represent  the  Third  Person  in  the 
Holy  Trinity, 

Ib.  A  Sea,  glassy.]  The  clearness  and  purity  of 
water  is  expressed  by  the  same  image  in  the  classical 
writers : 

■ 

O  fons  Bland usiae  splendidior  vitro  ! 

HOR. 

•  * 

And, 

Vitrco  daturas  nomina  Ponto. 

Ibid. 

One  of  the  sacred  vessels  in  the  ancient  Temple  was 
called  the  Sea.  It  was  a  large  receptacle  of  water,  thirty 
cubits  in  circumference,  supported  by  twelve  images  of 
oxen  * ;  and  it  was  used  for  the  purification  of  the 
priests.  The  Sea  before  the  throne  in  heaven  may  be 
supposed  to  have  a  similar  use  and  efficacy  under  the 
new  covenant.  Upon  our  Lord's  coming,  (as  foretold 
by  the  Prophet  Maiachi  f)  he  was  "  to  purify  the  sons 
u  qf  Levi to  prepare,  for  them  and  for  his  "  peculiar 
"people J,"  the  means  of  a  more  perfect  purification, 
But  what  docs  this  appear  to  be,  by  the  whole  tenour  of 

*  1  Kings  vii.    ^  Chron.  iv.    Joseph.  Antiq.  viii.  iii,  6",  8. 
t  Cb.  iii.  $  .     |  Tit.  ii.  14. 
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Scripture,  but  his  own  precious  blood,  which  alone 
cleanseth  from  sin*?  Its  purity  and  cleansing  efficacy, 
are  here  expressed  by  the  term  vetXtwi,  glassy ;  which  is 
in  like  manner  applied  to  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  in 
ch.  xxi.  18,  21.  And  the  martyrs,  who  are  introduced 
as  triumphant  on  this  glassy  Sea  f,  obtain  their  con- 
quest "  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb;"  in  which  they  are 
represented  to  have  "  washed  and  made  white  their 
u  robes  J."  To  those  who  attend  to  this  connection  of 
imagery,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  but  that  this  puri- 
fying laver,  clear  as  crystal,  represents  the  blood  of 
the  Redeemer,  which  alone  cleanses  man  from  sjn. 
Water,  in  baptism,  represents  this  sacred  blood ;  and 
therefore  all  the  ancient  commentators,  down  to  Pri- 
masius,  understood  the  glassy  Sea  to  represent  the  laver 
of  regeneration  in  Christian  baptism  §.  But  it  seems 
to  represent  not  only  the  water  used  in  baptism,  but 
that  also  which  the  water  represents,— the  blood  of  the 
Redeemer. 

Ib.  Four,]  This  number  is  used  frequently  in 
Scripture  to  denote  universality  or  completion  ||.  It 
has  this  force  naturally,  from  the  figure  and  formation, 
of  the  human  body ;  which  is  so  fashioned,  as  to  oc^ 
casion  a  four-fold  division  of  the  objects  which  siirr 
round  it :  so  that  under  the  number  four  they  are  all 
comprehended.  For  instance,  a  man  faces  one  quarter 
of  the  horizon,  the  south;  he  has  the  north  behind 
him  ;  his  hands  extended,  point  to  the  east  and  to  the 
west^f.  Hence  is  derived  in  Scripture  the  determina* 
tion  of  these  four  cardinal  points,  and  their  corre- 

♦  1  Pet.  i.  19.    l  John  i.  7.  +  Ch.  x\\  2. 

I  Ch.  xii.  11.  vii.  14.    See  also  ch.  i.  5. 

§  See  Andreas  Cajsariensis,  Arethas,  Victorinus,  and  Primasius,  io 
toe. 

|j  Prov,  xxxt  18,  &<;.  f  Job  axiii.  $, 

sponging 
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sponding  winds,  "  the  four  winds  of  heaven*."  And 
thus  "the  four  corners  of  the  land,  "  are  used  to  signify 
mil  the  land  \ ;  whence  Philo  says,  «*v7«  tv  t*  rtlyth  £ 
So  Pythagoras :  Tetras  omnium  perfect issimus,  radix 
omnium  $.  When,  therefore,  in  the  prophetic  language, 
the  number  four  is  used,  it  implies  universality  or  com- 
pletion. In  the  present  instance  it  seems  to  import 
that  the  whole  throne,  every  side  or  corner  of  it,  is 
surrounded  by  the  living  creatures;  which  are  here 
described  to  be  the  body-guards  and  nearest  attendants 
upon  Him  that  sitteth  thereon. 

Ib.  Living  creatures.]  The  Greek  is  Zflt,  very 
improperly  translated  beasts.  A  beast  is  inferior,  these 
living  creatures  are  far  superior  in  intelligence,  to 
man  |.  I  have  adopted  the  term  used  by  the  Right 
Reverend  Translator  of  Ezekiel :  and  I  mean  to  prove 
by  a  comparison  of  particulars,  that  the  living- 
creatures,  of  Saint  John,  are  the  same  celestial  in- 
telligences with  those  described  by  Ezekiel,  and  by 
Isaiah.  The  comparison  will  cast  useful  light  on  each 
of  these  prophetic  descriptions.  As  the  medium,  or 
common  measure,  by  which  they  may  be  brought 
together,  we  will  use  the  Greek  of  the  Septuagint, 
which  will  admit  of  the  nearest  comparison,  and 


•  Dan.  vii.  2.  xi.*.    R*v.  vii.  I. 
t  Isaiah  xi.  12.    Etek.  vii.  2. 

X  All  things  are  comprehended  in  the  number  four,  which  completes 
the  square,    rii^  M»mut,  lib.  iii.  p.  15*. 
•   §  Brucker  de  Pythag.  i.  p.  1053,  1054, 

||  Plato  has  been  observed  to  apply  the  term  Z»m  to  God.  (Dialog. 
Timaeus.) — To  which  we  may  add,  that  Aristotle  has  done  the  same : 
4>af«»  It  t<w  Qi»f  mm  znON  m  Xiot,  «f<ro».  (Metaphysic.  lib.  xiv.  cap.  viii.) 
— Z«o»  is  any  thing  which  has  life,  and  in  its  highest  signification  may 
be  applied  to  Him  who  alone  w  has  life  in  Himself ;"  John  v.  2$. 
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is  probably  the  text  which  was  used  by  the  writer  of 

the  Apocalypse*. 


Riv.  iv.  6,  7,  S.  Ezek.  Ch.  i.  10.    Isaiah  vi. 

t.  Tic<r*f»  ZZa.  1.  *Cls  ofjuHvfjL*  rwoa,yn  ZZZv. 

2.  ErfAi<ri  t5  ©£o»»x*j  xvxA*>  t5  Of>»H.  2.  E»  ^utrsl — <7urf«po/>u»£#. 

3.  TiftorU  o^BxXfA^t  ifAVfoeQit  hxi  amio*  3.  Oi  »v3oi  svtw  jmm  «j  muTwt 

Qi*—xix.\oQit  xxi  itrxQtv.  xm  It  Tf©j£oi  oXjfw  e^bAfuS** 

4*  To  S7f iiTO*  saoisx  Aiovri.  4.  rif07W*»  T«  MUNI) 

5.  To  Wrifo»  o/xo<o»  5.  Tlfocwn  floa-^v. 

6.  To  TfiJoir         to  ra^wTvvoi  itt  at"  6\  rifo<rvjro»  ardfara*, 

Qgums.  7.  n^xrwirof  out*. 

f  .  To  TiraifTw  o^en  eur»  tnrufUvSi  8.  *£|  wrifVTif  t5  fw,  KM  i| 
8.  Ti*v«f>*  Z*a  t»  x*0*  f'y  mvrif  i^w  *»        Isaiah  Vi.  2. 

ettx  Tsii^vyas  t^f.  P»  K jti  tuMKfctyn  trtfot  frpos  tw 
9  Ka<  «»a»a*>«v»  «x  t^ti  i^Ptt  *at  *ai  iA«yof    *Ayios,  myios,  *i 

rvxros,    Xiyornf,  'Ayor,   aytat,  Ki^of  ZaCaa/0,  wAn^ir  cxt*  n 

iyiot  Kff<o*  o  Qtot  o  wauroxfaTo/f,  rijr  Jo£ir  «vr».  Isaiah  vi.  3. 

•  Iff,  MM  0  MP,  Ml  •  tfXpfUIOt. 


From  this  comparison,  (in  which  tf*7  the  expressions 
of  the  writer  of  the  Apocalypse,  describing  the  "  living 
44  creatures/'  are  contrasted  with  like  expressions  taken 
from  the  visions  of  Ezekiel  and  of  Isaiah,)  it  must  ap- 
pear, that  all  these  descriptions  are  derived  from  the 
same  original,  and  that,  whatsoever  may  seem  to  be  the 
difference  between  the  Seraphim  of  Isaiah,  and  the 
Cherubim  of  Ezekiel,  it  is  here  reconciled  by  their 
being  brought  into  comparison  with  a  third  common 
measure,  namely,  the  "  living  creatures'*  of  Saint  John's 
vision.  I  shall  present  to  the  reader  some  additional 
observations  on  the  several  passages,  referring  to  them 
as  numbered  in  the  foregoing  scheme. 


•  See  Ligfatfoot,  Hor.  Het>.  on  Matt.  i. 
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1.  The  number  of  "living  creatures"  is  the  same 
as  described  by  both  Prophets;  but  Ezekiel  already 
intimates  the  indistinctness  of  the  vision,  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  expressing  it  by  similitudes  taken  from  earthly 
things ;  for  he  says,  *c  o^o/«/ia,  as  it  were  the  likeness 
of  four  living  creatures. 

2.  Here  both  writers  concur  in  expressing  this  in- 
distinctness;  but  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  useful  to 
the  explanation  of  each  other.  John  says,  "  in  the 
"  midst  of  the  throne,  and  around  the  throne  ;n  as  if  he 
could  not  fix  the  exact  station  of  these  heavenly  at- 
teudants.  Ezekiel  says,  "  in  the  midst and  at  the 
same  time  expresses  the  uncertainty  of  their  position, 
by  these  words,  they  "  ran  and  returned,  as  the  ap- 
"  pcarance  of  a  flash  of  lightning ;"  like  the  aurora 
borealis,  or  northern  lights,  whose  position  seems  ever 
moving,  and  whose  exact  station  cannot  be  ascertained. 

3.  The  abundance  of  eyes  is  the  same  in  both 
writers,  though  not  described  exactly  in  the  same 
manner.  From  both,  it  appears  that  no  part  of  these 
heavenly  ministers  was  without  eyes.  In  Ezckicls 
vision,  they  extended  to  the  wheels,  which  appear  to 
have  been  added  in  that  vision  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  throne  moveable.  In  Saint  John  s  vision, 
the  scene  is  stationary ;  the  wheels  therefore  are  not 
necessary.  The  eyes,  that  wonderful  part  of  animal 
creation,  the  inlets  of  knowledge  and  intelligence,  are 
innumerable,  and  thus  express  an  infinite  superiority  of 
understanding  to  any  thing  which  is  earthly. 

4.  5,  6,  7.  In  both  writers  we  sec  the  resemblance 
of  the  same  animals;  but  in  Ezekiel,  each  cherub  seems 
to  have  had  the  four  likenesses  in  itself,  and,  together 
therewith,  a  general  resemblance  of  the  human  form  ; 
axoiuiut  avfyuw  or*  *vtw:  they  had  that  dignified  ap- 
pearance 
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pearance  which  distinguishes  man  from  other  animals, 
resulting  from  his  superior  intelligence.  The  Cherubim, 
says  Josephus,  were  extraordinary  living  creature  ,  of  a 
figure  unknown  to  man  *.  The  resemblance  to  the 
animals  was  not  exact,  but  somewhat  like  to  them  ap- 
peared, as  the  living  creatures  flashed  upon  the  scene, 
"  in  the  midst  and  around  the  throne  t-" 

8.  In  the  vision  of  Ezekiel,  the  Cherubim  had  each 
four  wings  ;  in  that  of  Isaiah,  and  of  Saint  John,  they 
have  six.  The  propriety  of  this  distinction  is  remarked 
by  Grotius.  The  Seraphim  of  lsaiali,  says  he,  have  two 
more  wings  than  the  Cherubim  of  Ezekiel,  because 
they  are  described  to  be  more  immediately  before  the 
presence  of  God;  and  therefore  each  of  them  has 
"  twain  to  cover  his  face,"  before  such  transcendant 
brightness. 

9.  Here  also  what  was  wanting  in  Ezekiel's  de- 
scription, is  supplied  by  that  of  Isaiah.  The  Seraphim 
sing  the  praises  of  God  without  intermission. 

After  this  comparison  with  concordant  passages  of 
Scripture,  we  shall  have  little  hesitation  in  determining 
the  nature  and  species  of  these  "  living  creatures" 
of  the  Apocalypse.  They  are  the  same  with  those 
in  Ezekiel  and  Isaiah;  and  Ezekiel  has  settled  this 
point  by  declaring  expressly  that  they  are  Cherubim, 
and  that  he  knew  them  to  be  Cherubim  J.  They  are, 
of  the  highest  order  of  angelic  beings,  attending  most 

•  Antiq.  lib.  iii.  c.  6*.  lib.  viii.  c.  iii.  3. 

t  The  word  Movies  signifies  in  the  Greek  the  progeny  of  a  bull  and 
cow •  not  only  in  its  tenderest  years,  while  we  call  it  a  calf,  but  long 
afterwards  ;  and  as  it  agrees  best  with  the  appearance  of  the  vision,  to 
suppose  the  majesty  of  the  young  bull  or  steer,  and  not  the  helpless 
awkwardness  of  the  calf,  the  translation  is  altered  accordingly.  Se« 
Schleusneri  Lexicon  in  voc.  Mocr^ot. 

lEzek.x.  2,  8,15,  20, 

nearly 
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nearly  upon  the  Throne,  and  speaking  thence  with 
the  voice  of  thunder,  which  is  the  voice  of  God*. 
They  are  so  near  to  the  Throne,  sp  intermingling  with 
its  dazzling  splendour,  that  human  faculties  must  fail 
in  attaining  any  precise  and  adequate  idea  of  them* 
All  nature  appears  linked  together  in  gradational 
order.  The  chain,  beginning  from  heavy  and  inert 
matter,  ascends  through  the  vegetable  to  the  animal 
tribes,  of  which  man  is  the  highest,  proceeding  through 
Angels  and  Archangels,  Cherubim  and  Seraphim,  to 
the  Throne  of  God.  But  the  higher  orders  of  angelic 
intelligences,  who  are  nearest  to  the  Throne,  must 
necessarily  be  seen  indistinctly  by  human  apprehension* 
The  opinions  of  commentators  upon  the  "  four 
"  living  creatures,"  have  been  variously  divided.  There 
is  an  ancient  interpretation,  derived  in  some  measure 
from  Irenams,  and  repeated  by  Athanasius,  Victorinus, 
Augustine,  Jerome,  and  others,  that  under  these 
symbolic  representations,  The  Four  Gospels  are  de- 
signed f.  Nothing  but  the  antiquity  of  this  notion 
can  give  it  any  weight  or  respect.  In  the  Apocalypse, 
offices  and  services  are  ascribed  to  the  living  creatures, 
which  no  books  can  perform.  Nor  could  The  Four 
Evangelists  themselves  be  intended;  for  Saint  John, 
one  of  this  number,  was  a  spectator  at  the  time.  This 

•  See  ch.  vi.  1,  and  note. 

t  Irenaeus  argues  that  the  Gospels  are  four  in  number,  and  there- 
fore perfect,  bearing  a  certain  analogy  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  worldf 
and  to  the  four  principal  Spirits ;  seeming  to  allude  to  these  four  Che- 
rubim of  the  Apocalypse.  The  followers  of  Ireuseus,  observing  this- 
allusion  or  illustration,  have  attempted  to  establish  it  as  a  complete 
tymbolical  representation.  Irenaeus,  lib.  iii.  c,  1 1 .  3ee  also  Victorin. 
Comm.  in  Apoc.  Rev.  iv.  Angustin.  in  Johan.  Evang.  Hieron.  Prolog, 
in  Comm.  Matth.  Epist.  ad  Paulinum. 

strange 
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strange  notion  arose,  perhaps,  also,  from  another  cause; 
that  the  twenty-four  Elders  had,  with  as  little  reason, 
been  supposed  to  represent  the  twenty-four  books  of  the 
Old  Testament.  By  some  later  writers,  the  four  living 
creatures  are  supposed  to  represent  "  the  people,  or  body 
4i  of  the  Church,  as  the  twenty-four  Elders  are  supposed 
"  to  represent  its  ministers."  But  this  cannot  be  so; 
for  the  representatives  of  the  priests  would  be  entitled 
at  least  to  as  near  an  approach  to  the  Throne,  as  the 
representatives  of  the  people;  who,  if  represented  by 
the  living  creatures,  are  evidently  the  nearest  to  it*. 
Besides,  as  hath  been  shewn  f,  the  body  of  Christian 
people  were  afterwards  introduced,  and  make  no  part 
of  the  present  scene  J. 

There  is  another  interpretation  of  the  four  living 
creatures,  which,  as  it  appears  to  me,  would  scarcely 
deserve  notice,  if  it  had  not  been  introduced  by  that 

*  The  living  creatures  are  generally  mentioned  before  the  Elders, 
as  first  in  dignity,  and  nearest  to  the  Throne,  of  which  indeed  they 
■take  a  part  (ch.  iv.  9.  v.  6,  8,  11.  xiv.  3.):  and  if  in  ch.  vii.  11,  and 
xix.  3,  the  Elders  are  spoken  of  first,  it  seems  to  be  with  reference  to 
their  station  as  farthest  from  the  Throne,  and  nearest  to  the  Angels, 
who  surround  them  outwardly ;  in  this  part  of  the  narration  the  order  is 
reversed  throughout. 

f  Note,  ch.  iv.  4. 

J  The  only  plausible  reason  which  I  have  seen  assigned  that  the 
living  creatures  arc  not  purely  Cherubim,  angelic  attendants  upon  the 
Majesty  of  the  Throne,  is  this,  produced  by  Archbishop  Xewcome,  in 
his  note  on  Ezek.  i.  10.  "  They  cannot,"  says  be, 44  always  represent 
41  Angels  alone,  because  (Rev.  v.  9.)  they  were  redeemed  to  God  by  the 
**  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  (ver.  11.)  are  distinguished  from  Angels."— 
But  we  must  observe,  that  it  is  the  peculiar  office  of  the  four  living 
creatures  to  sing  praises  to  God  without  ceasing,  (ch.  iv.  8.)  praises  not 
in  their  own  name,  but  in  that  of  others,  of  the  universal  Church. 
They  unite  their  voices,  therefore,  with  those  of  the  Elders,  whose  song 
it  is  more  peculiarly  (ch.  iv.  9,  v.  •— 14.)  they  lead  in  the  beginning, 
and  they  conclude  the  last  chorus  with  the  emphatical  Amen. 

able 
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able  expositor  Joseph  Mede,  and,  from  the  prevalence 
of  his  authority,  been  adopted  by  almost  all  our  mo- 
dern commentators.  They  are  supposed  to  signify 
the  four  camps,  or  standards  of  the  camps,  of  Is- 
rael, of  which  standards  there  is  no  such  account  in 
Scripture,  nor  in  the  ancient  Jewish  writers  Josephus, 
Philo,  &c.  The  whole  being  derived,  says  Lowman, 
from  an  uncertain  Jewish  tradition*  I  rest  therefore 
upon  this  my  interpretation  obtained  by  a  comparison 
of  scriptural  passages,  that  the  four  living  creatures 
are  simply  Cherubim  or  Seraphim  ;  the  most  glorious 
and  the  nearest  attendants  upon  the  throne  of  God. 
They  are  said  to  be  such  by  Andreas  Cscsariensis,  who 
professes  to  give  the  sense  of  those  ancient  com- 
mentators whose  works  have  not  descended  to  our 
times  f. 

In  other  respects,  I  am  happy  to  accord  with  the 
ingenious  and  generally  judicious  Joseph  Mede,  who 
has  shewn,  that  the  scene  of  the  Apocalypse,  and  of 
this  august  session  of  God  and  his  church,  6  fyovog 
uateSpag,  is  the  inner  and  most  holy  part  of  the  tem- 
ple f.    Or,  to  speak  more  properly,  it  is  that  theatre  in 
heaven,  which  was  represented  upon  earth  by  the  inner 
Temple  ;  where  God  M'as  supposed  to  have  his  local 
-seat  between,  or  among,  the  Cherubim.     Hence,  as 
we  advance,  we  shall  find  the  furniture  of  the  .tem- 
ple, the  golden  altar  of  incense  before  the  throne, 
the  ark  of  the  covenant,  the  sea  or  laver,  &c.  These 
were  originally  appointed  to  be  made  after  the  heavenly 
pattern  shewn  to  Moses  in  the  mount  §.  Therefore 

*  See  Lowman's  note  on  this  passage. 

-t  Jerome  saw  this  in  the  living  creatures  of  Ezekiel,  "  Quadriga 
*  Domini,  et  verum  Cherubim."    Epist.  ad  Pauiiuum. 
X  Mede's  Works,  p.  439.  §  Heb.  viii.  5. 

I  whea 
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when  by  revelation  we  are  admitted  to  behold  the  glory 
of  God,  we  must  expect  the  scenery  to  bear  resemblance. 
But  additions  are  made  to  this  scenery  by  the  inter- 
vention of  the  new  covenant  through  Christ,  which 
will  be  remarked  as  they  occur*. 

Ver.  9.  And  when  the  living-creatures.]  The  Che- 
rubim, as  nearest  to  the  throne,  and  whose  office  it  was 
incessantly  to  sing  praise,  begin  the  adoration  ;  then, 
the  elders,  the  redeemed  from  earth,  now  priests  to 
God,  commence  their  hymn.  It  is  in  unison  with  the 
Holy v  Holy,  Holy  of  the  Cherubim,  and  is  a  Crea- 
tion Hymn,  simple  and  sublime  !  Of  the  same  kind  is 
the  148th  Psalm,  wherein  the  inanimate  creation  is 
called  to  give  glory  to  God  :  "  Let  them  praise  the 
"  name  of  the  Lord  ; — for  he  commanded, — and  they 
u  were  created. " 

We  have  now  before  us  a  splendid  exhibition  of 
the  Deity,  attended  by  his  ministering  Spirits,  and 
M'hich  continues  as  the  apparatus  or  scenery,  before 
which  the  vision  is  to  be  exhibited.  But  the  scenery 
.  is  not  yet  complete.  In  chap.  v.  the  Lamb,  the  Son 
of  God,  in  his  gracious  character  of  Redeemer,  takes 
his  station  M  in  the  midst  of  the  throne,'*  and  an  in- 
numerable company  of  angels  are  seen  to  encompass 
the  surrounding  body  of  the  elders  and  the  living 
creatures,  and  are  added  to  the  chorus  ;  which  re- 
ceives a  further  increase,  when,  (in  chap.  xiv.  I. 
xv.  2.)  the  innumerable  company  of  the  redeemed 
on  earth  are  introduced  by  their  Redeemer,  and  sing 
the  new  song  before  the  throne.  The  whole  represen- 
tation is  wonderfully  sublime,  and  must  tend  to  exalt 

*  See  also  Josephi  Antiq.  lib.  iii.  c.  5.  and  Philo  de  Vit.  Mas. 
whence  it  will  appear  that  the  Jews  accounted  the  Holy  of  Holies  the 
earthly  abode  of  God,  and  the  type  of  his  seat  in  heaven. 

s  religious 
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*  ♦ 

religious  devotion.  One  of  the  finest  parts  of  the 
devotional  exercises  of  ourchurch,  the  beginning  of 
that  ancient  and  majestic  hymn  called  Te  Deum, 
seems  to  have  been  formed  principally  upon  it. 

Vcr.  10.  Fall  dawn.]  This  is  expressed  in  the 
Greek  by  the  future  tense,  by  the  Vulgate  in  the 
imperfect,  which  the  French  translators  have  followed. 
The  English  translators  have  given  it  in  the  present 
time,  which  may  be  allowed  to  stand,  as  expressing 
indefinitely  what  usually  happens,  and  will  ever 
continue  to  happen,  in  the  church  .triumphant  in 
heaven. 

Ib.  Cast  their  crowns.] 

No  sooner  had  the  Almighty  ceas'd,  but  all 

The  multitude  of  angels,  with  a  shout 

Loud  as  from  numbers  without  number,  sweet 

As  from  blest  voices  uttering  joy ;  heav'n  rung 

With  jubilee,  and  loud  hosannas  fill'd 

Th'  eternal  regions  i  louly  reverent 

Tow'rds  either  throne  they  bow,  and  to  the  ground 

With  solemn  adoration  donn  they  cast 

Their  croxens    —    —   —   —  — 

PAU/»ni?E  lost,  Hi.  344 — 35?. 

No  voice  exempt,  no  voice  but  well  could  join 
Melodious  part, — such  conpord  i*  in  heav'n. 

IB.  370. 
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PART  II. 

SECTION  II. 

The  Sealed  Book;  the  Lamb  who  opens  it;  and  the 
Praises  sung  by  the  heavenly  Choir. 


1  K*?  iSw  .V  ri» 
J*£a»  tS  **V,'- 
>»  i*i  t« 

nw  iavQtr  >cj  tiVtcr- 

>9»  crppxyTo-it  iwia. 

2  Kai    il^or  alyiXoy 

t9  $w*y  pay**}* 
Ttf  [Wit]  «!'©- 
imt-xi  to  (Z&Xloi, 

3  7; 3» f  «vt«  ;  Kai 
«Jw  w$vrxlo  h  rS 

«5f  iw*  T5f 

Ths  y*,  to 

4  airo1.  K«;  Jy» 
ixXaiOir  ZToXXa,  ht 

ivfi'dn 

«*>7fcu  to  j&Cx/or, 
Sn  @\ivut  avro. 

5  K«i   m    Ix  tw 

fxoi'  Mv  xXxTi'  t$Vf 
Irtxnatv  0  Aia.  1  0  ix 

to  /SfCVnj  T«r 


CHAPTER  V. 

1  And  I  saw  in  the  right 
hand  of  him  who 
was  sitting  upon  the 
throne,  a  book  written 
within  and  without; 
sealed  up  with  seven 

2  seals.  And  I  saw  a 
mighty  angel  proclaim- 
ing with  a  loud  voice, 
44  Who  is  worthy  to 
M  open  the  book  and  to 
"  loose  the  seals  there- 
"  off  And  no  one 
was  able  in  heaven, 
nor  upon  earth,  nor 
under  the  earth,  to 
open  the  book,  nor 

4  to  look  into  it.  And 
I  lamented  much,  that 
no  one  was  found 
worthy  to  open  the 
book,  nor  to  look  into 

5  it.  And  one  of  the 
elders  saith  unto  me, 
"Lament not;  behold, 
"  the  lion,  who  is  of 
u  the  tribe  of  Judah, 
u  the  root  of  David, 
w  hath  prevailed  to 
M  open  the  book  and 
«« its  seven  seals/'  And 

92 


1  And  I  saw  in  the  right 
hand  of  him  that  sat 
on  the  throne,  a  book 
written  within,  and  on 
the  backside,  sealed 

2  with  seven  seals.  And 
I  saw  a  strong  angel 
proclaiming  with  a 
loud  voice,  Who  is 
worthy  to  open  the 
book,  and  to  loose  the 

3  seals  thereof  ?  And  no 
man  in  heaven,  nor  in 
earth,  neither  under 
the  earth,  was  able  to 
open  the  book,  neither 

4  to  look  thereon.  And 
I  wept  much  because 
no  man  was  found 
worthy  to  open,  and 
to  read  the  book,  nei- 
ther to  look  thereon. 

5  And  one  of  the  elders 
saith  unto  me,  Weep 
not:  behold,  the  Lion 
of  the  tribe  of  Juda, 
the  root  of  David, 
hath  prevailed  to  open 
the  book,  and  to  loose 
the  seven  seals  there- 

6  of.  And  I  beheld,  and 
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two.  vpfxyt  •*■$  xv- 

6  TM.    K«i  iiXo», 

S-one       t£»  tict- 

^iVa*  Tin  TaftaQvti- 
fxr,    ift/sr  ip>- 

nipaut  ittt*, 
of  QaXfjJif  ivla, 
oi  n<ri  rat  rwl*  T« 

7  <7«  r»  yv.  r«; 

$X&,  g  I'A.n^e  [to 

i»  *«- 

on  fXaCt  to 

y-     »  •  » 

If  il  r  «- 

*f*rny        <■«>  t*a.- 
S"©-  xj()dgxf, 
fiu.}.a!  ^:vtr»ttyi  - 

mtU9t9  a*  wfoaiu- 

9  K.ai  «5*f<y*» 

'a^©-  J  >.*&r,  to 

Taj  o-pfxyi&zr  aw- 
T5'  or,  ^ 
r,yofx<rxs  T«  0iw 
o  rf  «vxaV 


I  beheld,  [and  lo] 
in  the  midst  of  the 
throne,  and  of  the 
four  living-creatures, 
and  in  the  midst  of 
the  elders,  a  lamb, 
standing,  as  if  smitteu 
for  the  sacrifice,  hav- 
ing seven  horns,  and 
seven  eyes,  which  are 
the  seveti  Spirits  of 
God,  sent  fonh  into 

7  all  the  earth.  And 
he  came  and  received 
[the  book]  from  the 
right  hand  of  him  who 
was  sitting  upon  the 

8  throne.  And  when  he 
had  received  the  book, 
the  four  living-crea- 
tures and  the  twenty- 
four  elders  fell  pro- 
strate before  thel.amb, 
having  each  of  them 
harps,  and  golden  vial& 
full  of  incense,  which 
are  the  prayers  of  the 

9  Saints.  And  they  sing 
a  new  song,  saying, 
*•  Worthy  art  thou  to 
"  receive    the  book, 

II  and  to  open  its 
u  seals,  because  thou 
*'.wast  sacrificed,  and 
H  hast  redeemed  us  to 
"  God  by  thy  blood, 
"out  of  every  tribe, 
"  and  language,  and 
"  people,  and  nation ; 

10"  Aud  bast  made  them 


lo,  in  the  midst  of  the 
throne,  and  of  the  four 
beasts,  aud  in  the  midst 
of  the  elders,  stood  a 
Lamb  as  it  had  been 
shun,  having  sevea 
horns,  aud  seveu  eyes, 
which  are  the  seven 
Spirits  of  God  sent 
forth    into    all  the 

7  earth.  And  he  came 
and  took  the  book, 
out  of  the  right  hand 
of  him  that  sat  wp- 

8  on  the  throne.  And 
when  he  had  taken  the 
book,  the  four  beasts, 
and  four  and  twenty 
elder*  fell  down  before 
the  Lamb,  having 
every  one  of  tkem 
harps, and  golden  vials 
full  of  odours,  which 
are    the    prayers  of 

9  saints.  And  they  suog 
a  new  song,  saying, 
Thou  art  worthy  to 
take  the  book,  aud  to 
open  the  seals  thereof: 
for  thoa  wast  slain, 
and  hast  redeemed  us 
to  God  by  thy  blood, 
out  of  every  kindred, 
and  tongHe,  and  peo- 

10  pie,  and  nation  ;  And 
hast  made  us  unto  our 
God  kings  and  priests : 
and  we  shall  reign  on 

11  the  earth.  And  I  be- 
held, and  I  heard  the 


Digitized  by  Go 


Chap,  v.] 

•  ~  rxs  *vr*f  rp 
Qt±>  nixZt  ffxnXtif 
>y  ttfus*  k,  @xeri- 
\iv<th<th    tvi  rrif 

1 1  ynf.  Kxi  tViov, 
x}  W««r» 

rs  i 

T**  £vvt,  x,  rut 
«Tff srWr'f an>,  x)  *i»  o 
iif40/*cr  avTo)y  ^u». 
^ wiSit  (AVf la&vy,  x) 

12  Aiyo&t  ^or»q  (/  i- 
yaAjj  A5<o»  ip  to 
afw'w  rl  lolpxfy.iior 

y£j  «jX?to»,  xl  ao- 

f  /ay,  xj  MX"9*  *7 
o  >^v,  ivAoy/jty. 

13  Kxi  Cray  xi.cz/.at, 

ipxtf,  x)  •»!  T>jJ 

^.aj^f  [*]  if*, 
»£  t«  ry  a£rwV 
■axtla,  wtterx  ?t- 
yotlxs-  Tf  xafl^- 
pi?  t5 
kJ  Tf  «f  y/w  i»  ivXo- 
yia,  x}  *  rtt*»t  Kj  n 
S<$*,  xj  to  xfar©- 
rff  TBf  «Ia/y*r  T*y 

1 4  «um>y.  Kxt  r* 
riovxpa  %Zx  (Kt- 
yoy,  'A/A^y  x)  M 
«Tfi<rCwTifo*  fwt- 

#«y,  X^  WfOtflxi'yU- 
cray   ^Ivu   us  ris 
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*  to  our  God  kings 
"  and  priests,  and  they 
11  shall  reign  upon  the 

11"  earth."  And  I  be- 
held ;  and  I  heard  the 
voice  of  many  angels 
round  about  the  throne 
and  the  living-crea- 
tures and  the  elders, 
(and  the  number  of 
them  was  myriads  of 
myriads,and  thousands 

1-2  of  thousands,,)  Saying 
with  a  loud  .voice, 
44  Worthy  is  the  Lamb, 
"  which  was  sacrili* 
w  ced,  to  receive  the 
"  power,  and  riches, 
14  and  wisdom,  and 
M  might,  and  honour, 
M  and      glory,  and 

13"  praise,"  And  every 
creature  which  is  iu 

&■  heaven,  and  on  the 
earth,  and  under  the 
earth,  and  oil  the  sea, 
and  all  things  that  are 
therein,  I  heard  say- 
ing, "  To  him  that 
"  sitteth  upon  the 
11  throne,  and  to  the 
**  Lamb,  be  the  praise, 
"  and  the  houour,  and 
"  the  glory,  and  the 
"  power,  for  ever  and 

14"  and  ever!"  And  the 
four  living  -  creatures 
said  "  Amen  \"  and 
the  elders  fell  pro- 
strate, and  worshipped 
him  who  liveth  for  ever 
and  ever. 


U7 

voice  of  many  angels 
round  about  the 
throne,  and  the  beasts, 
and  '  the  elders  :  and 
the  number  of  them 
was  ten  thousand  times 
ten  thousand,  and 
thousands    of  thou- 

12  sands  ;  Saying  with  a 
loud  voice,  Worthy  i» 
the  Lamb  that  was 
slain,  to  receive  power, 
and  riches,  and  wis- 
dom,and  strength,  and 
honour,  and  glory,  and 

13  blessing.  And  every 
creature  which  is  in 
heaven,  and  on  the 
earth,  and  under  the 
earth,  and  such  as  are 
in  the  sea,  and  all  that 
ere  in  them,  heard  I, 
saying,  Blessing  and 
honour,  and  glory,  and 
power  be  unto  him  that 
sitteth  upon  the  throne, 
and  unto  the  Lamb  for 

14  ever  and  ever.  Ami 
the  four  beasts  said, 
Amen.  And  the  four 
and  twenty  elders  fell 
down  and  worshipped 
him  that  liveth  for 
ever  and  ever. 
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Ver.  1.  A  book.]  The  books  of  the  ancients  were 
generally  skins  of  parchment,  not  reduced  by  repeated 
duplication,  and  bound  together,  as  in  modern  days, 
but  rolled  up ;  whence  in  Latin  they  are  called  volu- 
mina,  volumes  or  rolls.  Frequent  mention  is  made  in 
Scripture,  of  the  "  roll  of  the  book,"  and  the  book 
when  opened  for  reading,  is  said  to  be  spread*. 
When  closed,  it  is  called  4 *  the  volume  rolled  up  f." 
To  a  roll  or  volume  of  this  form,  a  seal  might  be  easily 
affixed,  so  as  to  conceal  its  contents  J.  And  that  this 
was  the  usual  method,  by  which  the  contents  of  a 
book  were  kept  secret,  among  the  ancient  Jews,  is 
apparent  from  Isaiah  xxix.  U.  where  "  men  deliver  a 
"  sealed  book  to  one  that  is  learned,  saying,  Read  this, 
"  I  pray  thee,  and  he  saith,  I  cannot,  for  it  is 
1 1  sealed 

The  prophecies  delivered  to  Daniel  concerning 
Christ's  kingdom,'  which  were  then  dark,  and  only 
to  be  unfolded  by  additional  prophecy,  (such  as  is  con- 
tained in  this  Revelation,)  are  said  to  be  "  sealed  ;|" 
or,  which  is  synonymous,  to  be  "  closed,  to  be  shut 
"up  for  many  days."  And  in  chap.  x.  4.  of  this 
book,  the  prophet  is  commanded  not  to  write  cer- 
tain predictions  which  were  uttered,  but  to  seal  them 
up;  which  evidently  means  that  they  were  not  to  be 
disclosed  at  that  time. 

*  Ezek.  ii.  10.  -f  BiQXm  nXtwofawf.  Rev.  vi. 

X  In  Josephus,  Antiq.  Jud.  lib.  xv.  c.  6,  Herod  rolls  and  seals  a 
letter. 

§  The  Jews  are  said  to  use  such  rolls  of  parchment  in  their  Syna- 
gogues, to  this  day. — Such  also  was  the  custom  with  the  Greeks  and 
Romans;  Horace  addressing  his  book,  as  desirous  of  publication,  says, 
Odisti  claves,  et  grata  sigilla  pudico.   (Ep.  lib.  ii.  20.) 

||  Ch.  viu.  26\  27.  ix.  24.  xii.  4.  0. 

lb. 
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lb.  Written  within  and  without.']  Such  also  -w  as 
the  book  of  prophecy  unfolded  before  Ezekiel*  ;  it  was 
written  "  within  and  without,1'  that  is,  on  both  sides- 
of  the  roll;  whereby  is  intimated  the  abundance  of 
its  important  matter. 

Ver.  5.  One  of  the  elders  saith  unto  me.]  The  dis- 
tinguished characters  of  the  ancient  church,  prior 
to  the  Christian  times,  (whom  I  suppose  to  be  repre- 
sented by  the  elders,  see  note  ch.  iv.  4.)  had  "  en- 
"  quired  and  searched  diligently  t>"  yet  had  seen  but 
imperfectly  the  "  mystery  of  Christ,  which  had  been 
"  for  ages  and  generations  J."  They  had  felt  the  in- 
quietude, which  Saint  John  now  expresses,  at  the 
book  being  sealed,  and  that  none  should  be  found 
worthy  to  open  it.  Therefore  one  of  that  body  was 
a  proper  instrument  of  consolation  to  the  lamenting 
prophet. 

Ib.  The  lion  who  is  of  the  tribe  of  Judah.]  The  lion 
ii  represented  by  the  most  ancient  authors,  by  Moses 
and  Job  among  the  scriptural,  by  Hesiod  and  Homer 
of  the  heathen  writers,  as  the  most  terrible  of  ani- 
mals. He  has  been  accordingly  regarded  as  the 
emblem  of  fortitude  and  strength.  Under  this  de- 
scription, it  pleased  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  the  mouth 
of  the  dying  Patriarch  §,  to  foretel  the  victorious 
superiority  of  the  tribe  of  Judah  ;  which  was  seen 
to  take  place  partially  and  typically,  in  the  person 
of  David  and  of  his  successors,  but  was  to  receive  a 
more  sublime  and  final  completion  in  Christ.  For 
David  is  declared  ||  to  be  a  type  of  Christ :  and  in 
this  sense,  as  well  as  on  account  of  his  pre-existencc 

•  Chap.  ii.  10.  f  1  **et«  »•  10-  X  Col«  >•  26. 

$  Geu.  xlix.  9.  j|  Ezek.  xxxvii.  24,  &c.  Acts  ii.  25.  30,  &c. 

and 
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and  heavenly  origin*,  Christ  became  "  the  root/'  as 
he  styles  himself,  Rev.  xxii.  16.  at  the  same  time  that 
he  was  the  offspring  of  David;  that  root,  of, which 
all  men  mast  be  branches,  otherwise  they  cannot  bear 
fruit  f.  Isaiah  calls  him  "  the  root  of  Jesse  J;"  inti- 
mating that  David,  the  son  of  Jesse,  was  only  a 
branch,  of  which  the  original  stem  was  in  Christ. 
"He  shall  grow  up,",  says  the  same  prophet,  *'  as  a 
tender  plant,  as  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground,  despised 
"  and  rejected." — Yet,  in  this  neglected  tree,  after- 
wards extending  its  wide  branches,  "  the  birds  of  the 
"air  shall  shelter  §."  So  did  he  likewise  fulfil  the 
other  emblematical  character,  in  which  the  Prophets 
had  taught  the  Jews  to  expect  him.  They  expected 
him  as  a  lion  ;  he  came  like  a  lamb,  "  like  a  lamb  for 
f<  the  slaughter,"  yet  in  fortitude,  in  power,  in  prow- 
ess, and  complete  victory  over  his  enemies,  he  proved 
himself  to  be  the  very  "  lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah." 
Put,  by  what  arms  he  "  conquered,"  namely,  by  pious 
faith,  and  suffering  virtue,  see  explained  in  notcs> 
chap.  ii.  7.  v,  9-  xii.  II,  12. 

Ver.  6.  In  the  midst  of  the  throne.']  The  cheru- 
bim were  represented  ||,  to  be  14  in  the  midst  of  the 
"  throne  and  around  the  throne  j"  but  the  expression 
here  is  "  in  the  midst"  only  ;  which  is  the  inner  and 
more  dignified  situation  ;  and  in  order  that  no  doubt 
should  remain  concerning  this  station,  it  is  added, 
"  in  the  midst  of  the  four  living  creatures  and  of  the 
"elders."  This  is  that  exalted  station  of  pre-emi- 
nence and  glory,  even  "  the  bosom  of  the  Father," 
{o  which  the  only-begotten  Son  of  Gpd  alone  can 

•  Mic.  v.  2.  Col.  i.  16.  John  via.  58.  +  John  xv.  1.  8, 

{  Is.xi.  10.  Rom.  xv.  x%.  $  MatUxiii.  32. 

||  See  note,  chap,  iv.  6*. 

have 
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have  access;  "at  the  right  hand  of  God,  far  above 
"all  principalities  and  powers."  So  in  ch.  xxii.  !• 
this  throne  is  called  "  the  throne  of  God  and  of  the 
Lamb*r 

lb.  A  lamb.']  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  for  whom 
alone  so  supreme  a  station  could  be  designed,  is  fre- 
quently represented  under  this  symbol  of  innocence, 
Jed  to  suffer  at  the  altar  for  the  sins  of  mankind  ; 
as  prefigured  in  the  daily  service  of  the  temple f. 
Under  which  description,  attributed  to  Jesus  by  the 
Baptist,  two  of  the  disciples  acknowledged  him  to  be 
the  Messias  J.  He  appears  in  the  character  of  a  suffer- 
ing victim ;  the  character  which  endears  him,  above 
all  others,  to  sinful  and  mortal  man ;  and  which, 
thoroughly  considered,  is  found  perfectly  to  agree 
and  coincide  with  that  more  splendid  description  of 
him,  in  which  he  is  styled,  "  the  lion  of  the  tribe  of 
"  Judah."  For,  it  was  in  this  very  lowly  and  suffer- 
ing form  that  he  fought,  and  obtained  the  victory  §. 
The  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament,  describing  the 
Messiah,  sometimes  as  a  despised  sufferer,  sometimes 
as  an  irresistible  and  triumphant  conqueror,  appeared 
dark  and  irreconcileable,  until  the  event  shewed  the 
truth  and  consistency  of  both  predictions ;  when  "  the 
fl  Lord  of  glory"  effected  the  salvation  of  the  world 
under  the  character  of  an  innocent,  unresisting  victim. 
That  victim  now  appears,  having  received  the  deadly 
blow  at  the  altar,  still  living,  (as  he  says  of  himself, 
Rev.  i.  18,)  by  the  power  of  his  resurrection,  as  when 

• 

«  Jobni.  IS,  M^tt.  xvi.  19.  Eph.  i.  20,  21.    IJeb.  i.  5.  Rtv. 

iii.  ?+. 

f  Num.  xxvii.  3.  John  xix.  36,  37,  41.  Eph.  i.  7.  v.  2.  Ueb.  x. 
1—22.  1  Pet.  i.  19.  1  Cor.  v.  7. 

t  John  i.  JJ).  S  See  note,  chap.  it.  7. 

he 
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he  shewed  his  mortal  wounds  to  his  disciples  *  ;  and 
thus  "  he  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  us  f." 

"  The  lamb  died  for  no  offence  of  his  own,  but 
"for  the  sins  of  others;  so  did  Christ.  The  lamb 
"  could  not  commit  sin,  by  his  nature ;  nor  Christ, 
"  by  his  perfection :  the  lamb  was  without  bodily 
"  spot  or  blemish ;  Christ  was  holy  and  undefiled :  a 
"  lamb  is  meek  and  patient ;  such  was  the  afflicted 
and  much-injured  Son  of  God  J. '* 

Ver.  6.  Seven.]  How  this  number  became  expres- 
sive of  universality,  fulness,  and  perfection,  see  note, 
chap.  i.  4. 

Ib.  Horns.]  The  horn,  being  commonly  that  part 
of  the  animal  by  which  he  asserts  his  power,  was 
received  by  the  eastern  nations  as  the  symbol  of  power. 
So  our  Lord  himself  is  called  "  a  horn  of  salvation  § 
that  is,  the  great  power  of  salvation.  By  the  seven 
"  horns,"  attributed  to  the  lamb,  is  signified  that  uni- 
versal and  irresistible  power  which  our  Lord  obtained, 
when,  suffering  death  under  this  very  form,  of  an  in- 
nocent victim,  he  thereby  vanquished  the  formidable 
enemy  of  man.  "  All  power,"  says  he  to  his  disciples 
(immediately  after  this  conflict),  "  is  given  to  me  in 
4<  heaven  and  in  earth  ||." 

Ib.  Eyes.]  As  the  seven  horns  of  the  Lamb  signify 
our  Lord's  omnipotence,  so  do  the  seven  eyes  his 
omnipresence.  These  seven  eyes  are  described  in 
Zech.  iii.  9.  iv.  10.  to  be  "  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  which 
"  run  to  and  fro  through  the  whole  earth."  They  are 
in  that  passage  said  to  be  inscribed  "  on  a  stone," 
which  is  probably  "  the  precious  stone,  the  head  stone  of 

•  Luke  xxiv.  39.  f  Hcb.  vii.  25. 

t  Jortin  onEccl.  Hist.  i.  184. 

5  Luke  i.  69.  ||  Matt,  xxviii.  18. 

1  "  the 
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"  the  comer,"  described  in  Is.  xxviii.  16*.  1  Pet.  ii. 
6,  7-  Luke  xx.  17.  Acts  iv.  11.  and  therefore,  being 
applied  to  Christ,  appear  to  have  reference  to  this  de- 
scription *. 

Ver.  8.  Fdl  prostrate.]  The  majesty  of  the  Son 
of  God  appeared  clouded  under  the  covering  of  the 
Lamb.  So  was  it  in  the  flesh,  when  be  appeared  as 
the  son  of  Mary  and  of  the  carpenter.  But  his  splen- 
dour breaks  forth  with  astonishing  effect,  when  he 
receives  the  book  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father ; 
and  all  the  powers  of  Heaven,  "  thrones  and  donri- 
"  nions,  principalities  and  powers  "f,"  fall  prostrate 
before  him.  Like  this,  probably,  was  the  disclosure 
of  the  divine  mysteries  in  Christ,  to  "  the  principa- 
"  lities  and  powers  in  heavenly  places,"  of  which 
Saint  Paul  speaks  in  Eph.  iii.  10. 

Ib.  Harps.]  The  harps,  as  well  as  the  vials  of  in- 
cense, seem  to  belong  to  the  elders  only,  not  to  the  che- 
rubim, to  whose  form  they  cannot  accommodate,  and 
whose  figures  were  not  seen  distinctly.  Besides,  the 
masculine  £x«<r7os  directs  this  interpretation.  The  che- 
rubim were  seen  in  such  effulgent  brightness,  flash- 
ing before  the  throne  X,  as  not  to  admit  an  exact  ac- 
count of  the  place  of  their  position,  much  less  a 
minute  inspection  of  them,  as  bearing  harps  and 
vials. 

Ib.  Vials.]    The  vial,  of  the  Old  Testa- 

ment appears  to  have  been  a  sort  of  patera,  or  bason, 
in  which  were  deposited,  before  the  altar,  the  offer- 
ings of  meal,  or  of  incense.  It  was  distinct  from  the 
censer,  on  which  the  offering  was  presented,  and 
which  is  called  \&ctvuloc  §,  w^ew,  tovnial^iov,  but  never 

•  fej  Archbishop  Newcome  on  E2ekiel.  * 
t  Col.  i.  16*.  I  See  note,  iv.  o\  $  Rev.  viii. 
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<P/«Xm.  Therefore,  thev  who  bear  these  vials,  are  not 
necessarily  priests  who  offer  incense  ;  these  rather  bear 
the  incense,  ministering,  like  the  Levites  under  the 
old  covenant,  to  the  great  high  priest  of  the  Chris- 
tian covenant,  by  whom,  and  through  whom  alone, 
prayers  are  to  be  offered  up  to  God  #. 

Ib.  Full  of  incense.]  Qviuxtutluv  being  in  the  plu- 
ral number,  our  translators  may  seem  to  have  ren- 
dered it  not  improperly  odours;  but  this  word  does 
not  express  that  particular  compound,  which  by  di- 
vine appointment  was  used  in  offering,  and  which  we 
call  incense.  I  have  therefore  employed  this  expres- 
sion, incensey  which,  being  of  itself  a  compound  of 
various  sweets |,  has  a  plural  signification.  And  by 
the  use  of  this  word  we  avoid  an  equivocation,  which 
is  to  be  seen  in  the  common  translation,  wherein  th« 
"prayers  of  the  saints"  may  be  referred  to  the 
odours  only,  whereas,  in  the  original,  they  refer  clearly 
to  "  the  vials  full  of  incense"  The  incense  of  itself 
does  not  so  fitly  represent  "  the  prayers  of  the  saints,n 
as  when  placed  upon  the  vial  or  patera,  and  brought 
up  to  the  altar,  there  to  be  offered. 

Ib.  jrhich  are  the  prayers  of  the  saints.]  Prayer 
is  fitly  represented  under  the  symbol  of  incense,  ac- 
cording to  the  comparison  of  the  Psalmist,  "  let  my 
M  prayer  be  set  forth  before  thee  as  incense  %  ;"  and  ac- 
cording to  the  custom  of  holy  worship  with  the  Jews, 
who  accompanied  the  offering  of  incense  with  their 
prayers,  (see  Lukei.  10.)  Hence  Origen,  in  his  treatise 
against  Celsus,  alludes  to  this  passage  of  the  Reve- 

•  1  Tim.  u.  5.  Heb.  vii.  24,  25.— For  a  more  particular  accouut  of 
the  word  <p»*Xr>,  sec  Parkhurst's  Lexicon,  and  Daubuz,  in  loc. 
t  Exod.  xxx.  34.  xxxvii.  ?9.  Lev.  xvi.  13. 
;  Ps.  cxli.  9. 

lation, 
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lation,  observing  that  "  the  minds  of  Christians  serve 
"  as  altars,  whence  incense  is  truly  and  intelligibly 
,4  wafted  to  heaven,  namely,  prayers  from  apurecon- 
u  science which  are  the  prayers  of  the  saints.  But 
as  prayers,  under  the  old  covenant,  could  be  offered 
only  by  the  priests* ;  so,  under  the  new  dispensa- 
tion, they  are  accepted  only  through  the  intercession 
of  the  great  High  Priest  and  Mediator,  for  whose 
mediatorial  presentation  they  seem  deposited  with  the 
elders  of  the  church  f,  these  prayers  and  praises.,  (for 
the  word  vpotevzy  implies  both,)  ascend  to  God,  as 
incense,  in  the  following  hymns. 

Ver.  9.  A  new  song.]  The  covenant  through  Christ, 
and  every  thing  appertaining  to  it,  is  called  new  in 
Scripture  ;  of  which,  innumerable  instances,  may  be 
seen  in  the  concordances,  under  the  word  new.  In 
the  passage  now  before  us,  is  disclosed  the  mystery  of 
the  Son  of  God  appearing  to  suffer  as  a  victim  ;  a 
mystery  ordained  before  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
yet  revealed  only  in  the  latter  times  J  ;  which  patri- 
archs and  prophets  saw  but  imperfectly,  and  angels 
themselves  "  desired  to  look  into  It  was  wonder- 
ful and  new,  and  the  surprising  benefits  of  it  were 
extended  beyond  earth,  "  to  things  in  heaxcnl" 
It  is  therefore  celebrated  in  heaven,  before  its  pro- 
gress on  earth  is  foreshewn ;  and  by  "znewsong." 
This  song  is  a  hymn  to  the  Redeemer,  in  which  all 
creation  joins.    The  cherubim,  as  before,  begin  the 

•  Numb.  xvi.  40. 

t  At  the  dedication  of  the  tabernacle,  tl»e  twelve  ddcrt  or  prince* 
of  Israel  offered  each  of  them  a  golden  spoon,  full  of  incense.  Numb, 
vii.  10.  14.  Daubuz. 

X  Matt.  xiii.  35.  1  Pet.  i.  20, 

\  1  Pet.  i.  12.  1  Tim.  iii.  16*.  1  Cor.  iv.  9»  {]  Eph.  i.  10. 

song ; 
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song ;  the  ciders  unite  their  voices,  their  harps,  and 
their  incense.  Such  praises  we  now  sing  to  Christ, 
in  the  ancient  hymn  called  Te  Deum.  Such  were 
sung  in  the  early  ages  of  the  church,  in  the  times  im- 
mediately following  those  of  this  vision ;  whereof 
the  younger  Pliny  gives  testimony  in  his  famous  letter 
to  Trajan  *.  Such  were  sung  in  the  succeeding  times 
of  Origenf*  Such  also  in  the  days  of  Eusebius,  who 
deduces  the  worship  of  Christ  from  the  Hymns  and 
Psalms  of  the  Old  Testament,  through  all  the  vene- 
rable fathers  of  the  church,  to  his  own  times  J. 

Ver.  10.  Kings  and  priests.]    See  note,  chap.  i.  6\. 
wci  Tfo  yfc  is  not  over  the  earth,  but  upon  the  earth, 
in  which  sense  it  is  used  continually.    This  promise 
is  fulfilled  in  chap.  xx.  6.  xxii.  5. 

Ver.  11.  Myriads."]  So,  an  u  innumerable  com* 
M  pany  of  angels,"  in  Heb.  xii.  22  ;  and  in  chap.  i.  6\ 
all  the  angels  of  God  are  commanded  to  worship  him. 
The  appearance  of  this  innumerable  company,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  heavenly  band,  is  sudden,  as  described 
also  in  Luke  ii.  14. 

Ver.  13.  Evert/  creature  which  is  in  heaven,  and  on 
the  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  and  on  the  sea,  &c]  That 
is,  the  whole  creation  ;  for  it  is  frequently  enumerated, 
under  this  fourfold  division  by  the  sacred  writers}. 

Ib.  The  praise  and  the  honour.]  The  common 
translation  leaving  out  the  article,  which  is  expressed 
in  the  Greek,  in  this  and  other  passages,  has  not 
attained  the  sense  of  the  original,  which  implies  not 
only  that  praise,  honour,  power,  should  be  ascribed 

*  Plinii  Epist.  lib.  x.  17.  t  Cont.  Cels.  p.  422. 

X  Eccl.  Hist.  lib.  v.  exxviii.  His  expression  is  grand :  tm  Aeyo»  t# 

©ia,  rot  Xft<rlo>,  fawn  QtotoySrlis. 

§  Exod.  xx.  4.  11.  Ps.  xxxv.  6.  Pbil.  ii.  10. 

to 
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to  God,  and  to  the  Redemer,  in  a  general  sense,  but 
the  particular  and  supreme  praise,  and  the  honour, 
and  the  power,  which  have  been  claimed  by  other 
gods  "  which  are  no  gods,"  (Isai.  xvii.  19.)  and  by 
men,  (like  Herod  in  Acts  xii.  (22,  23.)  but  which  be- 
long solely  to  the  God  of  Heaven. 


PART  II. 


section  nr. 


The  opening  of  the  first  Seal. 


1__  I  »s  *  *  v 
K*l  tll>9t}  oTt  r)tOt$t 

to  dfyioy  (j.i'xy  Ix. 
Xtvxot,  l£  o  MM' 


CHAP.  Vi.   VER.  1—2. 

1  And  I  saw  when  the 
Lamb  opened  one  of 
the  seven  seals ;  and 
I  heard  one  of  the  four 
living -creatures  say- 
ing, as  a  voice  of 
thunder,  "  Come  and 

2  M  see;"  And  I  saw, 
and  lo !  a  white  horse ; 
and  he  that  sat  upon 
him  having  a  bow  ; 
and  a  crown  was  given 
unto  him:  and  he 
went  forth  conquer- 
ing, and  for  to  con- 
quer. 


1  And  I  saw  when  the 
Lamb  opened  one  of 
the  seals,  and  I  heard, 
as  it  were  the  noise  of 
thunder,  one  of  the 
four    beasts,  saying, 

2  Come,  and  see.  And 
I  saw,  and  behold,  a 
white  horse;  and  .he 
that  sat  on  h ton  had  a 
bow,  and  a  crown  was 
given  unto  him,  and 
he  went  forth  con- 
quering, and  to  con- 
quer. 


Ver.  1.  As  a  voice  of  thunder.]  The  voice  of  the 
Lord  from  heaven  is  frequently  spoken  of  as  "a  great, 
u  a  terrible,  a  glorious  voice ;  even  a  voice  of  thun- 

"  der." 
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"derV  Of  this  kind  was  the  voice  from  heaven, 
described  in  John  xii.  28.  promising  glorification  to 
the  name  of  Jesus  ;  when  some  of  the  auditors  said, 
that  "  it  thundered,  others  that  an  angel  spake  to 
"him."  Such  also  are  the  voices  of  the  cherubim, 
of  the  near  attendants  upon  the  throne  f.  Such  was 
the  voice  of  those  heavenly  ministers  in  Isaiah's  vi- 
sion ;  when  "  the  posts  at  the  door  of  the  temple 
11  moved  at  the  voice  of  him  that  cried  J."  This  aw- 
ful voice  from  the  throne  is  in  other  passages  described 
as  the  "  voice  of  many  waters."  And  both  these 
images  are  brought  together,  to  express  the  same 
idea;  "  as  the  voice  of  many  waters,  as  the  voice  of 
*'  many  thunders 

Ib.  Come  and  see.]  This  invitation,  proceeding 
from  the  cherubim,  who  surrounded  the  throne,  and 
are  close  to  the  place  of  exhibition,  seems  to  shew 
that  the  prophet  is  to  be  favoured  with  a  near  in- 
spection of  the  images  of  future  things.  The  call  is 
repeated  at  the  opening  of  every  one  of  the  four  first 
seals,  and  not  afterwards;  which  seems  to  signify 
that  these  four  seals,  like  the  four  sides  of  the  throne, 
each  of  which  is  guarded  by  a  cherub,  will  be  found 
to  form  of  themselves  an  entire  and  and  compact  his- 
tory || .  As  the  Lamb  breaks  the  seal  of  each  separate 
roll,  the  sheet,  thus  set  at  liberty,  unfolds,  and  dis- 
covers in  a  kind  of  painted  delineation,  (for  how 
otherwise  could  the  colours  be  known?)  the  four 
horses  in  succession. 

2.  Lo!  a  white  horse.']  The  horse  is  a  noble  ani- 
mal, by  the  eastern  nations  used  principally  in  war ; 

*  Ps.  xviii.  13.  xlvi.  6*.  lxxvii.  18.  civ.  7. 

f  See  note,  ch.  v.  6\  ;  Is.  vi.4.  §  Rev.  xix.  6. 

f  See  note,  oa  number  four,  ch.  iv.  6. 

SO 
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so  that  in  Scripture  a  horseman  and  a  warrior  are 
synonymous  terms*.  The  description  of  the  war- 
horse,  in  the  book  of  Job,  is  highly  poetical  and 
sublime  f.  The  white  horse  is  a  war-horse,  for  he 
carries  his  rider  "  to  conquer."  In  a  vision  of  the  pro- 
phet Zechariah,  (chap,  i.)  a  person  is  seen  "  riding  on 
"  a  red  horse,  (w^c;,  fire-coloured,)  and  behind  him 
"  were  there  red  horses,  speckled  and  white."  These 
appear,  in  the  sequel,  to  represent  the  progress  of 
heavely  angels,  in  military  array,  sent  forth  through 
the  natious,  at  the  time  of  the  Jewish  captivity. 
The  red  horses,  which  lead  the  array,  portend  war 
and  slaughter,  such  as  had  preceded  the  captivity. 
The  white  horses  concluding  the  procession,  denote, 
as  the  context  shews  J,  the  peace  and  happiness 
which  were  to  follow.  The  speckled  or  parti-colourcd 
horses  were  to  express  the  intermediate  transition. 
In  the  sixth  chapter  of  the  same  prophecy,  there  is  a 
similar  exhibition  of  four  chariots,  drawn  by  red,  by 
black,  by  white,  and  by  parti-coloured  horses ;  which 
are  explained  to  be  11  the  four  Spirits  of  the  heavens, 
41  which  go  forth  from  the  Lord/'  And  they  go  forth 
for  the  same  purpose;  "the  black  horses,  denoting 
u  mourn  ins  and  woe,  £0  forth  to  the  north  countrv  " 
to  Babylon,  where  the  Jews  were  then  in  bondage:  but 
"  the  white  go  forth  after  them  ;n  the  deliverance  of 
the  Jews,  the  restoration  of  their  temple  and  religion 
followed  under  the  victorious  Cvrus.  From  this  view 
of  the  application  of  the  Scriptural  imagery  we  may 
collect,  that  a  man  on  horseback,  exhibited  in  divine 
vision,  cjenotes  the  going  forth  of  some  power  iu  mi- 
litary array  divinely  commissioned,  to  effect  changes 
upon  the  earth;  and  that  the  character  of  the  change 

*  Jer.l.  42.  vi.  22.  viii.  \6.       f  J«*>  xxxis,  1 9 — 26.        J  V.  11. 
'  T  is 
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is  expressed  by  the  colour  of  the  horse ;  the  red  or 
fire-coloured  denoting  war  and  slaughter;  the  black, 
mourning  and  woe ;  the  white,  victory  and  peace  to 
God's  people.  To  assist  us  further  in  the  interpre- 
tation of  the  white  horse,  we  have  a  passage  in  thil 
book  of  the  Apocalypse,  (chap.  xix.  11 — 17.)  wherf 
a  white  horse  is  introduced  with  the  very  same  ex- 
pression, tin  Into;  Xfuxop,  u  Lo  !  a  white  horse, — and 
"  he  that  sate  upon  him  called  Faithful  and  True,  and 
"  in  righteousuess  doth  he  judge,  and  make  war. 
"  His  eyes  as  a  flame  of  fire,  and  on  his  head  many 
"  diadems,  having  a  name  written  which  no  one 
"  knoweth  but  himself;  and  clothed  in  a  garment 
"  dipped  in  blood ;  and  his  name  is  called  The  Word 
"  of  God.  And  the  armies  which  were  in  heaven 
"  followed  him  upon  white  horses,  clothed  in  fine 
"  white  linen,  (and  pure) ;  and  out  of  his  mouth 
"  goeth  a  sharp  sword,  that  with  it  he  should  smite 
"  the  nations;  and  he  shall  rule  them  with  an  iron 
M  rod,  and  he  treadeth  the  press  of  the  wine  of  the 
"  anger  and  [indignation]  of  the  Almighty  [God]  ; 
"  and  he  hath  upon  his  garment  and  upon  his  thigh 
*'  a  name  written,  King  of  Ktngs,  and  Lord  of 
"  Lords."  It  is  impossible  to  doubt  to  whom  this 
description  appertains.  The  glorious  rider  on  this 
.  white  horse,  is  manifestly  the  only  begotten  Son  of 
God.  Whether  he  be  the  same  in  both  visions;  whether 
the  Son  of  God  be  the  rider  of  the  white  horse  under 
this  first  seal ;  we  will  proceed  to  enquire.  And  first 
let  us  settle  our  opinion  concerning  the  horse.  This 
at  least  is  of  the  very  same  description  in  both  passages. 
He  is  simply  u  a  white  horse"  and  in  both  passages, 
as  in  those  above  quoted  from  the  prophet  Zechariah, 
he  carries  his  rider,  who  "  in  righteousness  judgeth  and 

€i  inaketh 
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"  niaketh  war,"  to  victory,  and  the  consequence  of  such 
victory, — peace.  This  notion  is  confirmed  by  the  con- 
text to  all  these  passages  :  and  the  colour,  white*,  con- 
fines this  horse  to  the  service  of  the  purifying  Christian 
covenant.  By  the  white  horse  then  is  signified  the  pro- 
gress of  a  Christian  power,  militant  for  a  time  in 
"  righteoushess,"  and  in  the  end  appointed  to  victory, 
which  shall  bring  lasting  peace.  He  goes  out,  "  con- 
"  quering,  and  for  to  conquer."  In  chap,  xix,  becomes 
to  this  final  victory,  and  then  his  rider  is  the  Son  of  God, 
who  now  in  person  (that  is,  with  a  more  ample  manifes- 
tation of  his  over- ruling  power)  fights  the  battles  of  his 
Church.  But  under  this  first  seal,  which  represents 
only  the  early  progress  of  the  Christiau  church,  it  is 
not  so  manifest,  that  the  rider  of  the  white  horse  is 
the  same  glorious  personage.  For  he  is  destitute  of 
the  same  glorious  attributes.  He  has  simply  a  crown 
and  a  bow.  And  the  elders  have  crowns ;  and  crowns 
are  promised  to  every  victorious  Christian  f;  and 
the  bow  is  not  a  weapon,  or  ornament,  peculiar  to 
Christ.  And  yet  he  may  be  the  same ;  because  there 
is  a  great  difference  between  the  humble  and  clouded 
beginning  of  our  Lord's  progress  on  earth,  and  his 
expected  glorious  appearance  when  he  is  to  take  ven* 
geauce  on  his  enemies.  But  we  are  not  yet  warranted 
to  say  that  this  horseman  is  the  same,  the  Son  of  God. 
For  his  followers  also  are  represented  upon  white  horses. 
n  As  the  Father  had  sent  him,  so  he  sent  them  into 
"  the  world  J."  And  therefore  the  progress  of  the 
white  horse  seems  to  be  rather  that  of  the  Christian 
religion,  in  its  primitive  purity,  from  the  time  that 
its  heavenly  Founder  left  it  on  earth,  under  the  c6n- 
duct  of  his  Apostles.    The  divine  religion  goes  out 

*  See  note,  ch.  iii.  4,  t  Ch.  ii.  10.  J  John  xvii.  18. 

T  2  crowned, 
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crowned,  having  the  Divine  favour  resting  upon  it, 
armed  against  the  attacks  of  its  many  foes,  and 
destined  to  conquer  at  the  last*.  There  is  another 
prophecy  of  Zechariah,  which  will  afford  light  to  this 
imagery  of  the  white  horse.  I  will  give  it  in  the  trans- 
lation of  Archbishop  Newcome : 

"  Rut  Jehovah  God  of  Hosts  will  visit 

**  His  floik  the  house  of  J u  da  A, 

M  And  will  make  th«m  as  his  goodly  horse  in  war. 

"  From  him  shall  be  the  corner  stone,  from  him  the  nail, 

"  From  him  the  hattle-l  -m. 

"  From  him  shall  go  forth  every  ruler  together, 

*  And  they  shall  be  as  men  who  tread  down 

"  The  mire  of  the  streets  in  war. 

11  And  they  shall  fight ;  for  Jehovah  shall  be  with  them: 
*<  And  the  riders  on  horses  shall  be  confounded. 

2ECIU  s.  3 — 6\t ' 

r       •  " 

The  going  forth  of  this  Christian  armament  seems 
represented  by  the  white  horse,  in  this  first  seal ;  its 
final  success  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel  of  the  pro- 
phecy.   '  , 

Ver.  2.  A  bow,]  This  was  the  weapon  in.  ancient 
warfare,  which  was  known  to  slay  at  the  most  con- 
siderable distance,  with  the  greatest  celerity,  from 
a  quarter  least  expected,  and  most  dillicult  to  es.-. 
cape.  This  weapon  therefore,  with  its  accompany-i 
ing  arrows,  expresses  figuratively  the  sudden  and  un- 
expected strokes  of  miraculous  interposition,  and  i& 

*  That  very  ancient  commentator  Methodius  understood  by  the 
first  seal,  the  preaching  of  the  Aposllcx,  and  be  re  followed  in  this  no- 
tion by  all  the  early  writers.  See  Andreas  Canadensis,  AreUms,  Vio 
torinus,  and  Primasius,  in  locum. 

t  Tertullian,  after  quoting  some  prophetical  passages  of  Scripture, 
which  represent  the  Messiah  as  a  warrior,  adds;  Sic  bellipotens  et 
armiger  Christus  e*t ;  arroa  allege rica.    Ad  Jud.  218. 

SO 
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so  used  in  the  Scriptures  *.  The  progress  of  the  Gos- 
pel was  assisted  by  sudden  and  unexpected  and  mira- 
culous aid  and  deliverance. 

»  lb.  And  a  crown  was  given  unto  him,]  This  is  the 
crown  of  life,  described  in  ch.  iu  JO.  (see  the  note): 
our  Lord's  kingdom  w  as  not  of  this  world.  The  crown 
is  the  reward  of  the  faithful  martyrs,  who  in  the  three 
first  centuries  fought  and  conquered  in  the  cause  of 
Christ  "  Be  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will  give 
"  thee  a  crown  of  life  f." 

Ver.  2.  He  went  forth  conquering,    and  for  to 
conquer.]    Two  periods  of  time  seem  to  be  here  de- 
signated.    The  first,   when  the  Christian  religion, 
preached  in  its  purity  by  the  Apostles,  succeeded 
against  human  opposition,  overcame  the  powers  of 
darkness,   and  established  itself  in  the  world;  "he 
"  went  forth  conquering The  second,  when,  after 
a  long  period  of  warfare,  during  which  this  religion 
is  corrupted,  deformed,  and  almost  annihilated  by 
the  arts  and  machinations  of  the   enemy,  it  is  at 
length  seen  to  regain  its  primitive  freedom  and  purity, 
and  its  M  crown  is  established  in  righteousness  J,"  in 
an  "everlasting  kingdom        These  two  periods  are 
plainly  distinguished  in  the  visions  of  Daniel.  The 
first  is  that  of  the  stone,  representing  the  Church  of 
Christ  iu  its  infantine  state ;  when  it  begins  to  con- 
quer, by  smiting  the  idolatrous  kingdoms  which  are 
established  iu  worldly  power  ||.    The  second  is  that 
of  the  mountain,  when  this  "  stone  becomes  a  great 
"  mountain,  and  fills  the  whole  earth  If."    The  latter 
period  is  represented  in  the  sequel  of  the  Apocalypse** 
In  the  present  passage  it  is  only  alluded  to;  for  the 

*  Psalms,  passim*  Lam.  ii.  4.  iii.  12.  Heb.  iii.  9* 

t  Rev.  ch.  ii.  10.  J  Is.  xxxii.  i.  $  Dan.  ii.  44.  vii.  27. 

11  Dan.  ii.  34.  Ver.  35.  •*  Ch.  xix.  11,  &c. 

principal 
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principal  object  is,  to  represent  the  religion  of  Christ 
as  going  forth  in  its  original  purity.  Its  heavenly 
colour  is  as  yet  unstained  by  worldly  corruption.  It 
appears  pure  now,  and  pure  it  must  be,  when  it  shall 
conquer  at  the  last  *. 

44  So  long,  and  so  far,  as  Christianity  was  planted 
"  according  to  this  standard  of  its  great  Author;  in 
44  plainness  and  simplicity  of  incorrupt  doctrine  ;  and 
44  in  meekness  and  humility,  love  and  charity,  in 
44  practice:  when  Christians  continued  stcdfastly  in 
44  the  Apostles' doctrine  and  fellowship; — when  the 
"  multitude  of  them  that  believed,  were  of  one  heart 
44  and  of  one  soul,  and  great  grace  was  upon  them 
44  all,  (Acts  iv.  32,  33) ;  then  did  their  light  shine 
44  forth  indeed  before  men,  and  cause  them  to  glorify 
44  the  God  of  heaven.  Then  was  the  Gospel  truly 
"  and  conspicuously,  like  a  city  upon  an  hill,  a  light 
"  to  lighten  the  Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of  God's 
44  people.  It  was  the  praise  and  wonder  of  those  who 
44  beheld  its  blessed  effects,  and  might  have  been  the 
"joy  of  the  whole  earth.  Had  Christians  continued 
44  to  walk  worthily  of  the  vocation  wherewith  they  were 
"  called, — the  Christian  church  established  upon  this 
44  foundation  of  the  Apostles  and  Prophets,  Jesus 
u  Christ  himself  being  the  chief  corner  stone,  might 
44  in  its  whole  building,  fitly  framed  together,  have 
44  grown  up  into  one  holy  temple  in  the  Lordf." 

I  have  thus  quoted  from  a  learned  and  accurate 
writer,  well  versed  in  the  history  of  the  Christian- 
Church,  a  draft  or  picture,  (given  nearly  in  the  words 
of  Scripture,)  of  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  period  re- 
presented under  the  first  seal 

•  Chap.  xix.  |  Clarke'*  Sermons,  vol.  iii.  p.  312. 

'  "its 
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Its  commencement  is  to  be  dated  from  our  Savi- 
ours Ascension,  when  he  gave  his  final  commission 
to  the  disciples,  to  go  forth  with  his  doctrines  to  the 
world.  The  time  of  its  duration  cannot  be  so  pre- 
cisely ascertained ;  because  the  change  in  the  church 
from  original  purity  to  corrupt  morals,  worship,  and 
doctrine,  was  gradual.  But  it  may  be  affirmed,  at  least 
as  a  general  position,  that  the  Christians  of  the  three 
first  centuries,  exclusive  of  the  heretics,  were  of  this 
character,  although  too  many  exceptions  may  be 
found  in  their  history  to  this  general  description. 


PART  II. 

SECTION  IV. 
The  opening  of  the  second  Seal. 


3  K*i  on  fab  r*» 
n*vtr*  rm  Inrri^ 

4  K«i  «AA®u 

Tw  Kadqpimr  fir' 
avroi  idotnt  avrv 

[iwo]  -nif  ynt,  Kf 


CHAP.  VI.  VER.  3—4. 

3  And  when  he  opened  the 

second  seal,  I  heard 
the  second  living-crea- 
lure  saying,  "Comer 

4  And  there  went  forth 
another  horse,  fire- 
coloured  ;  and  to  him 
that  sate  thereon,  to 
him  was  there  given 
to  take  the  peace  of 
the  earth,  and  that 
they  should  slay  one 
another :  and  there 
was  given  unto  him  a 
great  sword. 


3  And  when  >e  had 
opened  the  second 
seal,  I  heard  the  se- 
cond beast  say,  Come, 

4  and  see.  And  there 
went  out  another  horse 
that  vxu  red :  and 
power  was  given  to 
him  that  sat  thereon, 
to  take  peace  from  the 
earth,  and  that  they 
should  kill  one  an- 
other: and  there  wa#» 
given  unto  him  a  great 
sword. 

Ver. 
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Ver.  4.  Another  horse]    The  second  seal  being 
broken,  another  sheet,  or  roll,  unfolds,  and  another^ 
representation  of  a  horse  and  rider  appears ;  but  the 
colour,  and  consequently  the  character,  is  changed. 

Ib.  Fire-coloured.]  In  the  Greek,  tu^oc,  from  try?, 
fire.  This  colour  is  said  to  be  compounded  of  the 
yellow-red,  £xvbo;,  mixed  with  the  dusky,  Cp*/oc  *.  It 
is  applied  to  horses  by  the  classical  writers  : 

A5<f*  To^yoi"  t*  ytwifjuQx  ;  rot  is-nXifjufM 
Oj-Oof  anfx  o  Tsvq^os  t- 

The  angel  who  leads  the  host  to  war  among  the 
nations,  is  mounted  on  a  horse  of  the  same  colour  J. 
This  is  also  the  colour  of  the  dragon,  the  ancient 
serpent,  the  devil,  who  comes  xvrathfully  to  war 
against  the  saints  §. 

Ib.  To  take  the  peace  of  the  earth,  and  that  they 
should  slay  one  another  :  and  there  xvas  given  unto  him 
a  great  szcord.]  Our  Lord  established  his  religion  in 
peace  fulness,  and  commissioned  it  to  conquer,  or  pro- 
sper in  the  world,  by  peace  |).  And  yet  he  foretold, 
very  remarkably,  that  peaee  should  not  altogether 
ensue.    "  Think  not,"  says  he,  "  that  I  am  come  to 

*  Plato,  Timxus,  ad  fincm. 

t  Theocriti  Idyll.  15.  1.  51.— This  kind  of  colour  in  horses,  if  that 
which  we  now  denominate  bright  or  golden-bay,  would  be  properly 
expressed  by  the  term  Jiamc-colourcd :  but,  as  signifies  fire  itself, 
nither  than  the  flame  of  fire,  the  word  owgpf  may  be  thought  to  denote 
a  deeper  tinge,  somewhat  like  our  bright  chesnut.  And  I  prefer  the 
word  fire-coloured,  as  agreeing  best  with  the  vengeful  character  which 
pervades  this  seal,  and  which  is  commonly  expressed  in  prophetical 
language  under  the  image  of  fire. 

J  niYfM,  Zech.  i.  8.  \  Rev.  xii.  3.9. 17. 

|1  Luke  ix.  55, 

"  send 

.1 
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"  send  peace  on  the  earth ;  I  came  not  to  send  peace, 
"but  a  sword*;"  which  Saint  Luke,  in  the  parallel 
passage  f,  calls  "division"  In  which  sense  also  he 
declares  that  he  is  "  come  to  semljire  on  the  earth  J." 
Not  that  it  was  his  wish  or  intention,  as  the  com- 
mentators have  observed,  that  such  direful  and  anti- 
christian  consequences  should  arise;  but  he  foreknew 
such  effects  necessarily  arising  from  the  corrupt  pas- 
sions and  prejudices  of  sinful  men.  Such  a  scene  was 
to  follow  the  first  age  of  Christianity  distinguished 
by  the  pure  practice  of  the  Christian  virtues,  when  a 
fiery  zeal,  without  knowledge,  or  at  least  without 
charity,  should  instigate  the  professors  of  this  peace- 
ful religion  to  destroy  peace ;  and  Christians,  divided 
among  themselves,  should  persecute  and  slay  each 
other.  Such  a  scene,  it  is  well  known,  did  follow. 
And  the  prophecy  of  the  second  seal,  under  this  fire- 
coloured  horse,  according  with  that  of  our  Lord,  in 
the  use  of  the  same  figures,  (fire,  sword,  take  peace 
from  the  earth,  men  divided  so  as  to  kill  each  other,) 
seems  plainly  to  point  to  the  same  period  of  time;  a 
time,  when  the  heavenly  religion,  which,  under  the 
first  seal,  had  proceeded  bv  Keww,  in  white  array,  be- 
came so  degenerate,  as  no  longer  to  appear  white. 
She  assumed  the  angry,  intolerant,  persecuting  hue 
of  the  fire-coloured  dragon.  Neglecting  charity, 
«'  which  is  the  bond  of  peace,"  from  dissentions  and 
controversies  she  was  hurried  into  tumults  and  wars, 
in  which  (horrid  to  relate !)  Christians  were  known 
to  murder  each  other.  But  whence  are  we  to  date  this 
disgraceful  change?  May  we  fix  its  commencement 
from  the  end  of  the  second  century ;  when  the  western 
rulers  of  the  church,  and  the  wise  and  moderate  Ire- 

*  Matt.  x.  3*.  t  Luke  xii.  51*  J  Luke  xii.  4£. 

nseus, 
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nasus,  were  seen  to  interpose,  and  exhort  the  furious 
Bishop  of  Rome  to  cultivate  Christian  peace  •  ?  The 
fitry  and  intolerant  character  which  marks  this  seal, 
was  indeed  somewhat  visible  in  these  partial  transac- 
tions :  but  the  hue  from  white  to  fire-colour,  changed 
gradually.  The  persecuting  hand  of  the  common 
enemy  for  some  time  restrained  this  factious  and  un- 
charitable spirit  within  decent  bounds ;  and  although, 
previous  to  the  Dioclesian  persecution  in  S02,  there 
were  shameful  divisions  among  the  Christians,  which 
Eusebius  mentions  with  a  becoming  mixture  of  indig- 
nation and  tenderness  f,  yet  the  change  cannot  be  re- 
presented as  complete  (so  as  to  produce  the  general  and 
mutual  slaughter,  which  characterises  this  seal,)  till 
a  later  period.  But,  when  the  Roman  empire  became 
Christian  ;  when  a  Christian  Emperor  bore  the  sword; 
(with  which  in  the  imagery  of  this  seal  the  Christian 
power  seems  invested ;)  when,  relieved  from  the  ter- 
rors of  pagan  persecution,  the  Christians  became  pos- 
sessed of  civil  power;  their  animosity  increased. 
Worldly  prosperity  is  corruptive  ;  and  instead  of  those 
halcyon  days  of  peace  and  happiness,  which  the 
Church  promised  to  itself  from  the  acquisition  of 
power ;  history  is  seen  to  date  from  this  period  its 
degeneracy  and  corruption  J.  This  degeneracy  was 
first  manifested  in  the  mutual  enmities  and  feuds  of 
the  Christians;  which  were  so  notorious  in  the  fourth 
century,  that  a  contemporary  author  reports  of  them, 
(with  some  hyperbole  perhaps,  for,  he  was  a  pagan,) 
that  "  their  hatred  to  each  other  exceeded  the  fury 


•  T»  tv  upms  Qpnt*.  Euseb.  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  v.  c.  24. 
f  Eccl.  Hist.  viii.  c  1. 

J  The  reader  may  see  this  proved  by  authorities  at  length  at  the 
e&d  of  the  notes  to  ch.  vii . 

.     J  of 
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"of  wild  beasts  against  men*."  This  was  a  great 
change  from  the  times  of  Tertullian,  in  the  second 
century,  when  the  pagans  made  a  very  different  re- 
port  of  Christian  community:  ".See,"  said  they, 
"how  these  Christians  love  each  other f."  It  is  a 
change  well  expressed  by  fire-colour  succeeding  to 
white.  The  feuds  of  the  Christian  bishops  and  rulers 
contending  for  power  and  promotion,  make  a  princi- 
pal part  of  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  fourth  cen- 
tury J.  The  election  of  a  bishop  was  frequently  ac- 
companied by  every  corrupt  art  of  intrigue  and  cabal ; 
and  the  factions  proceeded  to  determine  the  contest 
by  arms.  Of  this  kiud  was  the  election  of  a  Bishop 
of  Rome,  which,  after  much  mutual  slaughter  of  the 
Christian  electors,  ended  with  the  victory  of  Da- 
masus§.  In  the  schism  of  the  Donatists,  which  had 
its  origin  also  in  faction,  and  in  a  contest  for  worldly 
power,  thousands  of  Christians  perished  by  the  hands 
of  each  other.  The  Donatists  are  not  accused,  even 
by  their  adversaries,  of  corrupt  doctrine,  nor  of  pe- 
culiar degeneracy  in  morals.  If  worldly  ambition  and 
party-hatred,  and  violence,  so  unchristian,  had  not 
prevailed  on  all  sides,  this  disgraceful  history  would 
have  been  wanting,  to  illustrate  the  prophecy  of  the 
second  seal  ||. 

The  Arian  controversy  produced  similar  fruits,  and 
of  much  longer  duration  f .    With  process  of  time  the 

•  Amm.  Marcell.  lib.  xxii.  c.  5.         f  Tertuil.  Apol.  c.  39. 
X  Mosheim,  cent.  iv. 

§  Bower's  Lives  of  the  Popes,  vol.  i.  180.  and  Mosheim,  i.  286. 
|]  Mosheim,  i.  32$,  &c. 

IT  See  Mosheim,  i.  340.  and  the  note  of  his  learned  and  judi- 
cious translator. 

evil 
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evil  continued  to  increase  *,  until  it  produced  a  further 
change  from  bad  to  worse,  which  will  appear  under 
the  next  seal. 

But  tnis  alteration  from  white  to  fire-coloured ; 
from  primitive  purity  and  charity,  to  envious,  hate- 
ful, and  murderous  animosity;  was  the  first  great 
and  notoiious  change  which  took  place  iu  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Christian  church  ;  and  did  so  confessedly 
follow,  that  few  writers,  who  treat  of  its  gradual 
degeneracy  have  omitted  to  notice  it.  The  reader 
was  presented  with  a  sketch  of  the  character  of  Chris- 
tianity under  the  first  seal,  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Clarke. 
The  same  learned  and  accurate  writer  thus  continues 
his  narration ;  and  it  is  surely  the  history  of  this  se- 
cond seal,  although  he  did  not  intend  it  as  such : 

"  But  an  enemy  soon  sowed  tares  among  this 
"  wheat,  and  contentious  men  very  early  began  to  build 
"  hay  and  stubble  upon  the  foundation  of  Christ.  Not 
"  content  with  the  simplicity  and  plainness  of  the 
"  Gospel,  which  could  possibly  furnish  no  materials 
u  for  strife  and  contention,  vain  men  soon  began  to 
11  mix  their  own  uncertain  opinions  with  the  doctrine 
"of  Christ;  and  had  no  other  May  to  give  them 
"  weight  and  authority,  but  by  endeavouring  to  force 
*'  them  upon  the  faith  of  others.  And  out  of  this 
V  bramble,  as  Jonathan  foretold  the  men  of  Shechem, 
"  a  fire  proceeded  which  hath  devoured  the  cedars  of 
(i  Lebanon,  Or,  as  the  prophet  Ezekiel  expresses 
"himself  concerning  the  Vine  of  Israel:  Afire  is 
"  gone  out  of  a  rod  of  her  branches,  which  hath  de- 
u  voured  her  fruit.  For,  from  a  desire  of  being  many 
"  masters ;   from  a  desire  of  forcing  mutually  our 

.  *  The  account  of  which  may  be  seen  in  Mosheim's  History,  vol.  L 
pages  373,  &c.  400.  415. 

*'  own 
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"  own  opinions  on  others,  instead  of  exhorting  them 
"  to  study  and  obey  the  Gospel  of  Christ ;  have  arisen 
u  strifes  and  contentions,  hatred  and  uncharitable' 
"  ness,   schisms  and  divisions  xvithout  end.  From 
"  whence,  says  Saint  James,  come  wars  and  fightings 
u  among  you?  Come  they  not  hence,  even  of  your 
"  lusts  which  war  in  your  members?  From  a  zeal  for 
"  the  religion  and  for  the  commandments  of  Christ, 
u  from  a  concern  for  the  promoting  of  truth,  righte- 
"  ousness,  and  charity,  it  is  evident,  in  the  nature  of 
"  things,  and  in  the  experience  of  all  ages,  that  wars 
"  and  fightings,  hatred  and  animosities,  never  have, 
"  nor  can  proceed.    These  precious  fruits  have  at- 
"  ways  sprung  from  that  root  of  bitterness,  a  zeal  for 
"  the  doctrines  and  commandments  of  men,  a  stri- 
"  vlflS  for  temporal  power  and  dominion.   At  the  first 
' u  beginning  of  the  mystery  of  iniquity,  the  builders 
"  of  hay  and  stubble  on  the  foundation  of  Christ, 
"  went  no  farther  than  to  censor iousness  and  un- 
"  charitableness  towards  their  brethren.  Aurainst  whom 
"  Saint  Paul  argues;  Why  dost  thou  judge  thy  brother, 
11  or  why  dost  thou  set  at  nought  thy  brother?  We 
"  shall  all  stand  bet  ore  the  judgment-seat,  of  Christ. 
"  But  in  process  of  time,  as  water,  at  a  further  dis- 
11  tance  from  the  fountain,  divides  itself  continually 
"  into  more  streams,  and  becomes  less-pure  ;  so  when 
"  men  had  once  departed  from  the  simplicity  and 
u  purity  of  the  doctrine,  and  from  the  charitableness 
11  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  their  hatred  and  animosities 
"  against  each  other  increased  continually,  till  they 
"  literally  fulfilled  that  remarkable  prophecy  of  our 
u  Saviour,  in  which  is  contained  a  most  severe  re- 
14  proof  of  those  corrupters  of  the  Gospel  of  truth  and 
"  charity,  who  he  says  Would  arise  in  following  ages. 
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lam  come  to  sendfreon  the  earth,  Lukexii.  49-  And, 
"  Think  not  that  lam  come  to  send  peace  on  earth: 
1  *  I  came  not  to  send  peace,  but  a  sword :  for  I  am 
u  come  to  set  a  man  at  variance  against  his  father, 
"  and  the  daughter  against  her  mother,  and  a  man's 
"foes  shall  be  they  of  his  own  household:  Matt.  x. 
"  34.  Nay,  even  that  description  which  he  gives  of 
"  the  persecution  which  the  Jews  should  bring  on 
"  his  disciples,  the  time  comet h,  that  whosoever  kil- 
*'  leth  you,  will  think  that  hedoethGod  service;  even 
"  this,  in  time,  came  to  be  fulfilled  by  one  Christian, 
"  (so  they  still  called  themselves,)  it  was  fulfilled,  I 
''say,  by  one  Christian  upon  another  *.n 

♦  Clarke's  Sermons,  vol.  iii.  312 — 315. 


PART  II. 

SECTION  V. 
The  opening  of  the  third  Seal. 
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chap.  vi.  VER.  5—6. 

5  And  when  he  opened 
the  third  seal,  I  heard 
the  third  living-crea- 
ture saying, "  Come  f 
[and  I  beheld]  and  lo  ! 
a  black  horse !  and  he 
that  sat  on  him  hav- 
ing a  yoke  in  his  band : 

6  And  I  heard  a  voice 
in  the  midst  of  the 
four  living-creatures, 
saying,  "  A  cjiaenix  of 
11  wheat  for  a  dena- 


5  And  when  he  had 
opened  the  third  seal, 
I  heard  the  third  beast 
say,  Come,  and  see. 
And  I  beheld,  and  lo, 
a  black  horse ;  and  he 
that  sat  on  him  had  a 
pair  of  balances  in  his 

6  band.  And  I  heard 
a  voice  in  the  midst 
of  the  four  beasts  say, 
A  measure  of  wheat 
for  a  penny;  and  three 


Digitized  by  Google 


Ch.  v».  5—6.] 


4tt9Sf!ttt     l£  TftTt 

Mff**      to  iXaweir 


APOCALYPSE. 

rius,  and  three  cboe- 
niccs  of  barley  for 
a  denarius:  and  the 
oil  and  the  wine 
thou  may'st  not  in- 
jure." 


.  143 

measures  of  barley  for 
a  penny  :  and  see  thou 
hurt  not  the  oil  and 
the  wine. 


5.  Lo  !  a  black  horse !]  Another  change  now  en- 
sues, still  for  the  worse ;  by  a  colour  the  very  opposite 
to  white;  a  colour  denoting  mourning  and  woe, 
darkness  and  ignorance  *.  What  a  change  in  this  pure 
and  heavenly  religion  !  but  history  will  shew  that 
Christianity,  as  professed  and  practised  on  earth, 
underwent  this  change;  which  will  appear  from  the 
following  notes. 

Ib.  He  that  sat  on  him  having  a  yoke  in  his  hand.] 
The  word  fvyftf,  which  in  our  common  translation  is 
rendered  by  a  pair  of  balances,  I  have  translated  a 
yoke,  for  reasons  now  to  be  assigned. 

1.  Zvyo?,  and  not  Zevyog,  is  used  by  all  the  Greek 
writers,  whether  of  the  Old  or  New  Testament,  to 
signify  *yjy  yoke,  either  in  its  proper  or  metapho- 
rical sense  ;  the  latter  word  expressing  not  the  yoke, 
but  the  pair  of  oxen,  horses,  &c.  which  go  under  it ; 
(Lev.  v.  II.  Luke  1 1.  24.)  wheuce  it  comes  to  be  used 
by  the  scriptural  and  other  Greek  writers,  to  signify 
pairs  of  any  kind  whatever. 

2.  Zvyog,  when  used  by  the  scriptural  writers  to 
signify  a  balance,  is  seen  seldom,  or  perhaps  never, 
to  stand  alone,  as  in  this  passage  of  the  Revelation, 
but  is  joined  to  some  other  word  or  expression  in  the 
context,  which  points  out  this  its  borrowed  significa- 

*  li.  1.     Jer.  W.  20.  xiv,  t, 

tion; 
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tion ;  suoll  as  tvyog  rkdfuay;  Zvyoe  h-Aitio;,  a^MOf,  avcftoc, 
*Potm  £uy«,  and  the  like;  without  which,  fryoc  would 
necessarily  be  understood  to  mean  simply  a  yoke :  for 
it  is  only  in  a  borrowed  and  secondary  sense  that  £uyc; 
can  be  taken  to  signify  a  balance.  In  its  primary  signi- 
fication it  is  a  yoke ;  that  is,  a  staff,  which  having  a 
link  or  small  chain  fixed  to  the  middle  of  it  *,  was 
thereby  suspended  on  the  beam  of  the  plough,  or  of 
the  pole  of  the  chariot,  or  wain,  (like  the  swing-tree 
used  in  modern  agriculture,)  and  from  this,  so  sus- 
pended, the  two  beasts  were  to  draw,  the  two  ends  of 
the  staff  or  yoke  being  fixed  to  the  necks  or  horns  of 
the  beasts.  To  render  their  draft  equal,  it  was  necessary 
that  the  staff,  or  yoke,  should  be  divided  equally  at 
the  point  of  draft,  at  the  place  where  ft  was  fastened 
by  the  link  to  the  beam  or  pole ;  it  was  necessary 
also  that  it  should  hang  loose,  and  play  freely  upon 
the  pole.  Such  being  the  construction  of  the  yoke, 
it  is  evident,  that  when  the  beasts  were  taken  from 
under,  it  would  remain  suspended  from  the  pole  so 
evenly,  and  so  freely,  by  the  middle,  as  to  exhibit 
the  figure,  and  answer  the  purpose  of  the  beam,  or 
yard  of  a  balance,  or  of  a  pair  of  scales.  And  it 
seems  probable  that  this  instrument,  first  used  to 
fasten  two  beasts  to  a  plough  or  carriage,  in  such  a 
manner  as  that  they  might  draw  equally,  afforded 
the  first  idea  of  determining  weights,  by  fixing  ropes 
and  scales  to  each  end  of  the  yoke.  Thus  it  seems 
that  the  word  £t/yo?,  yoke,  used  with  words  in  the 
context  denoting  the  act  of  weighing,  (but  not  other- 
wise,)  came  to  signify  a  balance^. 

A  dc- 

*  Murax  XaC*».     Hom.  II.  X.  212. 

+  The  manner  in  which  the  yoke  was  fastened  to  the  pole,  and 

the 
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A  description  of  the  ancient  plough,  with  its  pole 
or  beam  (temo),  and  its  yoke  (juguni),  maybe  seen  in 
Virg.  Georg.  i.  16*9.  Temo  dictus  a  tenendo,  says  Var- 
to*;  is  enim  continet  jugum.  Which  juguni  (from  £uyo;, 
yoke),  being,  as  above  described,  a  staff  or  rod,  pas- 
sing over  the  necks  of  the  beasts,  was  early  and 
very  universally  used,  for  the  badge  and  symbol  of 
slavery.  "Thou  shalt  serve  thy  brother,"  says  the 
Patriarch  to  his  eldest  son ;  "  and  it  shall  come  to  pass 
M  when  thou  shalt  have  the  dominion,  that  thou  shalt 
"  break  his  yoke  (Cvyov)  from  orT  thy  neck  f.  It  was 
under  this  kind  of  yoke,  or  under  a  staff,  beam,  or 
spear  representing  it,  that  the  nations  of  antiquity 
had  the  custom  to  pass  their  conquered  enemies,  in 
token  of  subjection. 

It  is  in  this  its  obvious  and  primary  sense  that  I 
understand  the  word  Zvyog  in  this  passage.  In  this  sense 
it  is  used  throughout  the  New  Testament ;  and  in  no 
other  sense  whatsoever  J.  It  is  used  metaphorically  to 
signify  the  burthensome  ceremonies  of  the  Mosaic 
law,  from  which  the  Christian  "  law  of  liberty"  has 
delivered  us§;  and  in  this  law  of  liberty  we  are  ex- 
horted to  "  stand  fast,  and  to  resist  every  attempt 
'*  to  subject  us  to  ordinances  and  a  yoke  of  bondage\\," 

the  horses  brought  under  it  in  ancient  carriages,  is  minutely  described 
by  Homer: 

T5  (aril.  J<pf«)       afyt/fio;  pvfMf  vnXtt'  avlaf  tv  xxft, 
Ado-i  «^»o-iio»  x*Ao»  %vyot,  it  Ji  XrrraXrx 
K*V  «CaA*  xt?™'  ™°     &7°»  ny»rtf  Hfn 
Ww  *x**o*«r.  II.  v.  729—733. 

•  Lib.  vi. 

t  Gen.  xxvii.  40.  See  also  It.  ix.  *.  x.  27.  Nah.  i.  13.  Jer.  xxvii. 
2—15. 

J  Matt.  ii.  29,  30.    1  Tim.  vi.  i.    Acts  xv.  10.    Gal.  v.  I. 

§  Jam.  i.  25.  u.  12.  ||  Gal.  v.  i.  Col.  ii.  16*.  1  Pet,  ii.  16*. 

u  With 
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With  these  attempts  "  to  put  a  yoke  on  the  neck  of 
"  the  disciples,"  the  history  of  the  church  abounds. 
Attempts  of  this  kind  are  to  he  traced  so  early  as  in 
the  second  century*;  hut  these  were  only  44  the  be- 
"  ginnings  of  evil."  As  the  stream  of  Christianity 
flowed  farther  from  its  fountain,  it  became  more  and 
more  corrupt,  and  as  the  centuries  advanced,  super- 
stition advanced  with  them  ;  and  unauthorized  morti- 
fications and  penances,  and  rigorous  fastings,  and  vows 
of  celibacy  f,  and  monkish  retirement  and  austerities, 
and  stylitism,  and  the  jargon  and  repetition  of  prayers 
not  understood,  and  tales  of  purgatory,  and  pious 
frauds,  and  the  worship  of  saints,  relics,  and  images, 
•  took  the  place  of  pure  and  simple  Christianity :  till 
at  length,  the  book  of  God  being  laid  aside  for  le- 
gendary tales,  and  "the  traditions  of  men,"  all  these 
corruptions  were  collected  into  a  regular  system  of 
superstition  and  oppression,  well-known  by  the  name 
of  the  papal  yoke>  and  which  was  expressly  foretold 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  about  to  be  produced  in  the 
latter  times  J.    The  Eastern  Church,  for  some  time, 

•  Mosheim,  EccJ.  Hist.  ch.  iv, — In  a  fragment  of  Ignatius,  pre- 
served by  Grabe,  (^picileg.  sect.  ii.  p.  24.)  that  apostolical  father  says, 
n*('  :> -xs  £t«yo»  fAtJiivi  ttrPiSu'  u  Lay  upon  none  the  yoke  of  virginity." 
And  Augustine,  in  the  5th  century,  complains,  that  the  jugum  Ju- 
dseorura  sub  lege,  the  yoke  of  the  Jews  under  the  law,  was  more 
tolerable  than  the  ceremonies,  Ac.  then  introduced.    Kpist.  xix. 

f  See  Socrat.  Hist.  i.  11.  where  it  is  called  the  yoke:  for  in  the 
first  Nicene  Council,  when  sonic  of  the  bishops  bad  proposed  that 
the  married  clergy  should  separate  from  their  wives,  Papbnutius,  a 
prelate  of  great  authority  among  them,  successfully  opposed  the  mo- 
tion :  iSwt  ixoulCol%  (Art  pof t/»  £vyof  m.O-.vxt  rtut  iifi^wu  a»Jf*ff<*  vehemently 
calling  upon  them,  not  to  lay  a  heavy  yoke  on  the  clergy.  Thus  the 
disposition  to  impose  the  yoke  in  this  instance  strongly  appeared  and 
,  was  defeated  :  but  the  evil  day  was  only  deferred. 

I  1  Tim.  iv.  1. 
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kept  pace  with  the  Western,  in  the  introduction  of 
burthensome  unauthorized  observances ;  and  the  Ma- 
hometan religion,  derived  from  the  corrupted  Jewish 
and  Christian,  has  imposed  a  similar  kind  of  yoke  in 
those  parts  where  it  has  prevailed. 

Ver.  5.  A  voice  in  the  midst  of  the  four  living  crea- 
tures.] This  voice  is*  from  the  throne  ;  for  the  Cheru- 
bim, or  living  creatures,  were  stationed  close  around  the 
throne*.  The  progress  of  the  yoke,  through  the  ages 
of  dark  ignorance  and  superstition,  has  been  indeed 
alarming ;  threatening  to  annihilate  the  pure  law  of 
Christian  liberty.  A  voice  therefore,  of  the  highest 
authority  and  most  dread  command,  is  uttered,  to 
restrain  its  pernicious  consequences.  The  effect  of 
this  will  be  seen  in  the  ensuing  note. 

Ib.  A  chceniv  of  wheat  for  a  denarius,  and  three 
chcenices  of  barley  for  a  denarius ;  and  the  oil  and 
the  wine  thou  mayest  not  injure.]  Wheat,  barley,  oil, 
and  wine,  were  with  the  Eastern  nations  of  antiquity  the 
main  supports  of  life.  Under  these  terms  therefore, 
in  scriptural  language,  we  find  plenty  to  be  generally 
expressed  f-  Now  it  is  proclaimed  from  the  throne, 
that  during  the  progress  of  the  black  horse,  how 
desolating  soever,  there  shall  be  still  a  certain  price, 
at  which  wheat  and  barley  may  be  bought,  and  a 
certain  preservation  of  the  more  precious  commo* 
dities,  wine  and  oil.  These  prices  will  be  found  to  be 
very  high,  which  infers  great  scarcity  of  the  com- 
modity. But  still,  there  is  not  to  be  an  utter  failure ; 
they  are  to  be  purchased  at  some  price.    A  chcenix  of 

•  Ch.  iv.  6. 

t  Gen.  xxvii.  28.  Deut.  xi.  14.  xviii.  U.  2  Chron.  ii.  15.  Is. 
lxii.8.  Jer.  xxxi.  12.  xli.  P*.  »v.  7-  Hos.  ii.  8.  22.  Joel  ii.  24, 
Hag.  L  11. 

v  2  wheat 
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wheat  (that  ancient  universal  measure)  is  to  be 
bought  for  a  denarius,  and  three  measures  of  barley 
for  the  same.  We  may  judge  concerningfthe  degree 
of  plenty  or  want  attending  this  arrangement,  .if  we 
obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  quantity  of  corn  contained 
in  the  choenix,  and  compare  it  with  the  value  of  the 
denarius,  which  was  a  coin  of  universal  circulation 
in  the  Roman  empire.  The  choenix  appears  to  have 
contained  just  so  much  wheat,  as  to  supply  a  slender 
allowance  for  the  daily  food  of  one  man.  This  we  col- 
lect from  ancient  authors,  who  represent  it  as  the 
allowance  of  a  slave :  and  in  particular  from  Hero- 
dotus, who,  in  calculating  the  corn  consumed  by 
the  army  of  Xerxes  in    their  daily  march,  says, 

which  shews  this  measure  to  have  been  but  a  short 
allowance  for  the  sustenance  of  one  man.  The  de- 
narius, (in  the  Scripture  translation  called  a  penny,) 
appears  to  have  been  the  daily  pay  of  a  labouring 
man  f.  But  the  labouring  man  has  many  other  thing9 
to  provide  for  himself  besides  bread.  Those  times 
therefore  must  be  accounted  very  clear  and  oppressive, 
wherein  the  whole  daily  pay  must  be  employed  to 
purchase  the  daily  food ;  and  that  but  scantily.  In 
the  times  of  Cicero,  it  appears  that  a  denarius  would 
purchase  sixteen  choenices  of  wheat,  and  in  Trajan's 
reign  twenty  J.  The  times  of  the  yoke,  or  black 
horse,  were  therefore  times  of  great  scarcity.  A 
coarser  bread  might,  it  seems,  be  then  had  in  greater 
proportion  for  a  denarius,  even  as  three  to  one;  a 
bread  of  barley,  which  appears  to  have  been  used  by 

•  "  If  each  person  received  a  choenix  of  wheat  per  day,  and  no 
more."    (Herodot.  Poly mn.  edit.  Stephuni,  Geneva;,  1618;  p.  446.) 
t  Matt.  xx.  2.  %  See  the  authorities  hi  Daubui,  in  loc. 

the 
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the  poorer  Jews  *,  and  which  is  represented  to  be  still 
produced  in  the  East ;  viz.  "  a  black,  coarse  barley, 
"  yielding  fifty-fold,  and  principally  consumed  by 
"  cattle  f,"  Hence  we  may  collect,  that  the  provi- 
sion of  food  for  the  support*  of  life  was,  under  this 
seal,  to  be  slender  in  quantity,  or  coarse  in  quality  ; 
and  that  the  stored  dainties,  the  wine  and  oil,  were 
to  be  in  danger  of  total  failure. 

But  by  these  provisions  for  food,  what  are  we  to 
understand  ?  wheat,  barley,  wine,  oil,  in  their  plain 
and  proper  meaning  ?  Surely  not.  The  tenour  of  pro- 
phetic language  forbids, — directing  our  attention,  as 
our  Lord  has  directed  it  J,  to  another  kind  of  scarcity, 
even  that  of  which  the  prophet  Amos  speaks,  "  Not  a 
"  famine  of  bread,  nor  a  thirst  of  water,  but  of 
"  hearing  the  words  of  the  Lord  This  kind  of 
scarcity  is  frequently  lamented  by  the  prophetical 
writers,  who  delight  in  describing  the  spiritual  plenty 
of  Christ's  kingdom  by  such  sensible  images,  "  corn 
"and  wine,  and  oil||."  By  these  are  signified  that 
food  of  religious  knowledge,  by  which  the  souls  of 
men  are  sustained  unto  everlasting  life.  Such  we  are 
invited  by  the  Evangelical  Prophet  to  buy,  even, 
"without  price ^f."  Such  are  recommended  to  the 
purchase  of  the  Laodiceans  by  their  divine  Lord** 
Such  were  dispensed  throughout  the  world,  at  the 
first  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  and  upon  terms  of  the 
easiest  acquisition; — "  freely  ye  have  received,"  said 

• 

*  Judg.  vii.  13.  John  vi.  9.  Joseph.  Ant.  v.  c.  vi.  4 ;  Bell.  Jud.  v. 
c.  x.  2. 

+  Niehburgh's  Travels.  X  See  note,  ch.  ii.  7. 

§  Amps  viii.  11. — Qui  terrena  sapiunt,  faraem  verbi  Dei  patiun- 
tur,    Origen.  in  Gen.  horn.  16. 

||  Ps.  lxii.  ltf.  Hos.  ii.  22.  Jer.  xxx'i.  12.  Matt.  ix.  If. 
U  Is.  hp.  1.  **  Rev,  iii.  18, 
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Jesus  to  his  disciples,  "freely  give."  But  when  dark 
clouds  of  ignorance,  denoted  by  the  colour  of  the 
black  horse^  began  to  spread  over  the  face  of  the 
Christian  world,  and  ambitious  and  corrupt  teachers 
could  advance  their  worldly  purposes,  by  "bringing 
"  the  disciples  under  the  yoke"  of  superstitious  ob- 
servances, the  knowledge  and  practice  of  genuine  re- 
ligion became  scarce.  Astonishing  are  the  instances 
produced  by  historians,  of  the  extreme  ignorance  in 
the  professors  of  Christianity,  throughout  the  middle 
ages. 

Yet,  during  the  long  progress  of  these  dark  times, 
the  prophetical  command  from  the  throne  has  been 
wonderfully  fulfilled.  There  has  always  been  a  mode- 
rate supply  of  spiritual  food.  The  grand  saving 
doctrine  of  Christianity,  an  eternal  life  of  happiness, 
given  to  sinful  man,  upon  his  faith  and  repentance, 
through  the  satisfaction  of  his  Redeemer,  has  been 
taught  in  all  these  ages.  And  that  invaluable  store- 
house and  repository  of  divine  knowledge,  of  spiritual 
wine  and  oil,  the  Holy  Bible,  the  word  of  God,  has 
been  accessible  to  some  persons  in  all  times  since  this 
injunction  was  delivered.  Through  all  the  ignorant, 
fanatical,  factious,  and  corrupt  hands,  by  which 
this  sacred  treasure  has  been  delivered  down  to  us, 
it  has  passed,  in  the  main,  uninjured.  The  corrup- 
tions of  it,  even  for  the  base  purposes  of  party  zeal, 
and  worldly  domination,  have  been  miraculously  few. 
And  such  as  it  hath  come  down  to  our  times,  it  is 
likely  to  be  delivered  to  posterity,  by  the  useful  art 
of  printing.  Thus  hath  the  prophetical  injunction 
from  the  throne  been  wonderfully  fulfilled,  through 
a  dark  period  of  long  continuance,  and  of  great  diffi- 
culty and  danger  '.—The  oil  and  wine  have  nqt  been  in- 
jured. 
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PART  II. 


SECTION  VI. 

The  opening  of  the  fourth 
cii  a  p.  vi.  7 — 8. 


7  Km*  en 

Ttiagrr)*,  r,KV<ra 
T«     Ttrafitt  ?i<H 

8  [k«;  ^ 

far*.  X^*f^i  **' 

*vr«,  onyux  acv-r*  I 
G*>*1&' ^  o  fat 


or 


ax  titt  to  TiVa* 
1»  fatty*!*,  vi.  it 

%        -      x    »     a  '_ 

Kj  Wo  Tut  -Jr.^iut 


7  And  when  he  opened 
the  fourth  seal,  I 
heard  the  fourth  li- 
ving-creature saying, 

8  "come;"  And  [I  be- 
held] and  lo!  a  pale 
livid  -  green  horse  ! 
and  he  that  sate  upon 
him!  his  name  was 
Death;  and  Hell  fol- 
lowed  with  htm.  And 
power  was  given  unto 
him  over  the  fourth 
part  of  the  earth,  to 
slay  by  sword,  and  by 
famine,  and  by  pes- 
tilence, and  under  the 
beasts  of  the  earth. 


Seal. 


And  when  he  had 
opened  the  fourth  seal, 
I  heard  the  voice  of 
the  fourth  beast  say, 
Come,  and  see.  And 
I  looked,  and  behold, 
a  pale  horse  ;  and  his 
name  that  sat  on  him 
was  Death,  and  hell 
followed  with  bim : 
and  power  was  given 
unto  them,  over  the 
fourth  part  of  the 
earth  to  kill  with 
sword,  and  with 
hunger,  and  with 
death,  and  with  the 
beaats  of  the  earth. 


Ver.  8.  A  pale  livid-green  horse.]  XAwfoc,  in  the 
common  translation  rendered  by  the  adjective  pale,  is 
used  in  the  Greek  Scriptures  to  express  the  colour  of 
grassy-green  ;  which,  though  beautiful  in  the  clothing 
of  the  trees  and  fields,  is  very  unseemly,  disgusting, 
and  even  horrible,  when  it  appears  upon  flesh  ;  it  is 
there  the  livid  colour  of  corruption.  I  have  there- 
fore translated  it  with  this  additional  epithet.  By 
Homer,  the  epithet  is  applied  to  fear*9  as  ex- 

♦  XfeppW,  Odyss.M.  243. 
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pressive  of  that  green  paleness  which  overspreads  the 
human  countenance,  upon  the  seizure  of  that  pas- 
sion. And  the  epithet  pale  may  he  sufficient  to  ex- 
press this  colour,  as  affecting  the  face  of  man,  hut 
seems  inadequate  to  convey  the  force  of  %A*?oc,  when 
used  to  describe  the  hue  of  this  ghastly  horse. 

There  is  a  sublime  climax,  or  scale  of  terrific  images, 
exhibited  in  the  colours  of  the  horses  in  the  four 
first  seals,  denoting  the  progressive  character  of  the 
Chrisian  times.  It  begins  with  pure,  white;  then 
changes  to  the  fiery  and  vengeful;  then  to  black,  or 
mournful :  and  when  we  imagine  that  nothing  more 
dreadful  in  colour  can  appear,  then  comes  another  gra- 
dation much  more  terrific,  even  this  "deadly  pale */' 
And  the  imagery  is  Scriptural,  as  well  as  sublime. 
Striking  resemblance  to  it  may  be  observed  in  the 
following  very  poetical  passage :  "  Her  Nazarites 
"  were  purer  than  snow,  they  were  whiter  than  milk, 
"their  polishing  was  of  Sapphire. — Their  visage  is 
"blacker  than  a  coal,  darker  than  blackness;  they 
"  are  not  known  in  the  streets  ;  their  skin  cleaveth  to 
"  their  bones,  it  is  withered^."  Such  a  gradation  was 
there  also,  from  heavenly-pure  to  foul  and  horrible, 
in  the  Christian  church. 

Ib.  Death.]  This  grisly  king  of  terrors,  so  mount- 
ed, is  very  different  from  the  benign  conqueror, 
•who  came  forth  on  the  opening  of  the  first  seal, 
seated  on  the  white  horse ;  yet  he  is  not  described  ; 
the  name  only  is  given,  and  the  picture  of  him  is 
left  to  be  supplied  by  the  imagination  of  the  reader, 
where  (such  is  the  natural  horror  of  dissolution)  he 
stands  delineated  in  terrific  colours.  Death  is  fre- 
quently personified  in  Scripture,  as  an  invader,  a  con* 

•  Shakespeare's  Hamlet  t  Lament,  iv.  7,  8. 

queror, 
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queror,  a  king  *  Such  he  now  appears  in  formidable 
power. 

Ib.  Hell.]  Death  in  his  victorious  career  is  fol- 
lowed by  Hell ;  for  a  description  of  which,  in  con- 
junction with  death,  see  note,  chap.  i.  18.  When 
death  and  hell  are  spoken  of  as  acting  together,  the 
utmost  destruction  and  desolation  are  implied  f. 
Consequently  this  is  a  period  of  great  slaughter  and 
devastation :  but  these  are  not  necessarily  confined  to 
the  lives  of  men,  but,  in  the  metaphorical  language  of 
Scripture,  may  destroy  also  whatever  can  prolong  and 
make  life  happy.  And  it  is  the  most  dire  work  of 
,  death  and  of  hell  to  destroy  in  the  heart  of  man 
those  seeds  of  religion,  which  are  there  planted  tp 
grow  up  unto  eternal  life.  In  this  sense,  the  Church 
of  Sardis  is  said  to  be  dead  %•  Persons,  in  whom  the 
spiritual  life  in  Christ  is  extinct,  are  said  to  be  in 
the  shadow  of  death  ;  and  they  who  promote  this  ex» 
tinction  in  themselves  and  others,  are  called  "chil- 
14  dren  of  Ae//§."  And  the  recovery  of  such  persons 
to  true  religion,  is  described  as  a  resurrection  from 
the  dead  I.  Conformably  to  these  images,  death  and 
hell,  under  this  seal,  are  described  as  making  ravage, 
not  only  on  the  natural  lives  of  men,  but  also  on  their 
spiritual  lives,  and  on  that  pure  and  vital  Religion, 
which  supports  them.  The  Christian  Religion,  which 
had  begun  its  progress  in  white  array,  and  under  the 
guidance  of  apostolical  teachers,  is  now  not  only  so 
changed  in  colour  and  appearance,  as  to  be  scarcely 

•  Jer.  jx.  21.  Rom.  v.  12,  14. 

t  See  Prov.  v.  5.  Cant.  viii.  6.  Is.  v.  13,  14.  Heb.  ii.  5. 

X  Ch.  iii.  1.  where  see  the  note. 

§  Matt.  iv.  lG.  Luke  i.  79.  Matt,  xxiii.  15. 

U  Ezek.  xxxvii.  &c. 
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discernible  as  the  same;  but  is  under  the  guidance 
of  deadly  and  infernal  directors,  who  destroy  in  her 
all  that  remains  of  primitive  purity. 

Ver.  8.  Over  the  fourth  part  of  the  earth.']  This 
is  the  only  passage  of  the  Prophecy,  in  which  a fourth 
part  of  the  earth,  or  a  fourth  part  of  any  other  thing, 
is  mentioned  :  the  third  part  frequently  occurs.  It 
may  perhaps  be  found,  that  the  countries  which  un- 
derwent the  rage  of  this  seal,  bore  this  proportion  to 
the  rest  of  the  inhabited,  or,  at  least,  Christian  world. 
The  dark  ignorance,  corruption,  and  destruction  of 
Christian  liberty,  under  the  third  seal,  extended  ge- 
nerally through  Christendom :  but  the  slaughter  and 
devastation  (which  is  to  be  explained  under  the  ensu- 
ing note)  reached  only  to  certain  parts. 

Ib.  To  slay  by  sword,  and  by  famine,  and  by 
pestilence,  and  under  the  beasts  of  the  earth.]  These 
will  be  found  the  same  with  the  four  "  sore  judg- 
u  meiits"  of  God,  denounced  against  a  sinful  land 
by  the  prophet  Ezekiel #.  Let  the  reader  compare 
this  passage  of  the  Apocalypse  with  the  Greek  of 
the  Septuagint,  and  he  will  acknowledge  the  resem- 
blance. He  will  be  aware  also,  that  the  word  Sxvalog, 
death,  should  be  translated  pestilence,  in  which  sense 
it  is  used  by  the  prophet ;  as  it  is  also,  in  above  thirty 
other  places,  by  the  Septuagint  translators,  to  ex- 
press the  word  137  pestis-f.  Pestilence,  being  in 
an  extraordinary  degree  deadly,  obtained  the  general 
name  of  death.  These  therefore  being  "  the  four  sore 
"judgments  of  God,"  (containing  generally  all  the  in- 
struments of  grievous  suffering,)  and  being  expressed 
by  the  number  four,  which  implies  universality  or 

*  Chap.  xiv.  21.  f  SceTrommii  Concord. 
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completion  J,  we  may  collect,  that  all  kinds  of  devas- 
tation and  destruction  were  to  break  forth  and  ravage 
under  this  seal : — 

Vestibulum  ante  ipsum  prhnisque  in  faucilus  Orci, 
L  ictus  et  ultrices  posucre  cubilia  Cura? ; 
Pallentesque  habitant  Morln,  tristisque  Sencctus, 
Et  Metus,  et  malesuada  Fames,  et  turpis  Egestas, 
Terribiles  visu  forms  !  Letumque  Laborque  ; — 
-  -  -  —  mortiferumque  adverao  in  limine  Bellum, 
Ferreique  Eumenidum  thalami,  et  Discordia  deuium 
Vipereum  crinem  vittis  innexa  cruentis.t 

JEN  El d.  vi.  273. 

These  dire  evils,  thus  personified  by  the  poet's 
imagination,  arise  from  the  fabled  hell  of  heathen 
antiquity.  And  in  this  picture,  we  may  see  a  strong 
resemblance  to  those  evils  let  loose  upon  the  Chris- 
tian world,  under  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  seals 
of  this  Prophecy.  Under  the  second  and  third,  they 
begin  to  appear,  and  some  of  them  are  in  action: 
but  in  the  fourth,  their  united  force  is  exerted,  to 
ravage  all  before  them.  For,  to  speak  without  me- 
taphor, when  (under  the  second  seal)  uncharitable 
controversies  and  ambitious  dissentions  had  banished 
that  peace,  which  true  Religion  is  calculated  to  pro- 
mote ;  and  dark  ignorance,  and  superstition,  and  do- 
mineering priestcraft,  (under  the  third  seal,)  had  fixed 
a  burthensome  yoke  on  the  necks  of  the  disciples,  aud 

•  See  note,  ch.  iv.  6*. 

+  Just  in  the  gate,  and  in  the  jams  of  Hell 
Revengeful  Cares  and  sullen  Sorrows  (fare//; 
And  pale  Diseases,  and  repining  Age, 
Want,  Fear,  aud  Famine's  unresisted  rage, 
Forms  terrible  to  vievi  !  —  and  Death,  and  Strife^ 
And  deadly  War,  that  foe  to  human  life : 
The  Furies'  iron  beds,  Discord  that  shakes 
Her  hissing  tresses,  and  unfolds  her  snakes. 

1  had 
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had  rendered  the  pure  doctrines  of  the  Gospel  of 
difficult  attainment,  then  greater  evils  naturally  en- 
sued. Ignorance  easily  became  blind  submission,  and 
priestcraft  advanced  into  civil  tyranny. — So  under 
the  fourth  seal,  the  mystery  of  iniquity  was  com- 
pleted. It  was  then  that  the  harsh  and  usurped  do- 
minion which  we  call  the  papal  tyranny,  was  extend- 
ed over  the  lives  and  the  consciences  of  Christiajis. 
To  profess  Religion  in  its  purity,  became  a  crime  in 
the  account  of  those  who  had  seized  the  government 
of  the  Christian  Church.  Bloody  tribunals  were 
erected,  and  deadly  laws  enacted,  against  deviations 
from  the  standard  of  doctrine  enjoined  by  the  corrupt 
rulers;  soldiers  were  levied  to  inforce  obedience  to 
their  tyrannical  laws ;  and  entire  nations  of  reputed 
heretics  were  subdued,  or  extirpated  by  the  sword. 
Thus,  under  the  name  of  the  Christian  Church,  un- 
der the  auspices  and  guidance  of  her  professed  minis- 
ters, Death  and  Hell  were  seen  to  commit  devas- 
tation, to  destroy  the  lives  of  men,  and  almost  to 
eradicate  pure  Religion  from  the  world. 

The  chronological  period  of  these  respective  seals 
may  be  generally,  but  cannot  be  exactly,  ascertained  ; 
because,  as  was  observed  before,  the  change  was 
gradual :  and  in  such  cases,  though  we  can  see  clearly, 
as  in  the  colours  of  the  rainbow,  that  the  change  from 
one  to  the  other  has  taken  place ;  yet  it  is  not  so 
easy  to  ascertain  at  what  point  of  contact  it  began. 
Thus,  generally  speaking,  we  may  affirm,  that  the  un- 
charitable and  vengeful  character  of  the  second  seal 
is  to  be  seen  distinctly  in  the  fourth  century,  though 
it  had  its  dawnings  much  sooner  *.  The  third  seal, 
under  which  superstition  imposed  a  yoke  of  cere- 

• 

*  Sec  note,  ch.  vi.  4. 
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monies  and  observances,  "such  as  pure  Religion  had 
"  rejected,"  seems  to  have  had  its  commencement  in 
those  times  when  the  Church  associated  itself  with 
heathen  philosophy,  and  imbibed  with  it  heathen  su- 
perstition.   These  abuses  crept  in  by  degrees ;  and  the 
colour  seems  not  entirely  to  have  changed  till  the  end 
of  the  fourth  and  beginning  of  the  fifth  centuries  *. 
The  corruption  and  ravages  of  the  fourth  seal  came 
on  likewise  by  gradation,  growing  as  it  were,  out  of 
the  two  preceding  ;  and  did  not  arrive  at  their  utmost 
horror,  till  about  the  twelfth  century.    The  banish- 
ment of  Christians,  on  account  of  religious  opinions, 
began,  under  the  influence  of  the  second  seal,  with 
the  reign  of  Constantine,  and  increased  under  that 
of  Theodosius.    Under  1 1  on  onus,  in  the  fifth  century, 
edicts  were  obtained  from  the  civil  power,  for  perse- 
cution unto  death  f ;  but  they  appear  not  to  have 
been  then  carried  into  execution.     Yet  the  bias  of 
the  church  had  begun  at  this  time  to  incline  strongly 
to  such  violent  measures.    Augustine,  in  his  epistle  to 
Vincentius     says,  that  he  has  found  reason  to  change 
his  opinion  concerning  the  application  of  force  in  the 
conversion  of  heretics,  perceiving  it  now  to  be  useful. 
But  still  there  seems  to  have  been  no  capital  punish- 
ment for  that  which  the  church  should  deem  heresy, 
before  the  twelfth  century  ;  when  a  court  of  Inqui» 
sition  was  erected  against  the  Albigenses  and  Wal- 
denses.    In  the  thirteenth  century  it  was  enacted,  by 
the  fourth  council  lateran,  that  heretics  should  be 

delivered  to  the  civil  power  to  be  burned.    At  which 

» 

*  Mosheiro,  Cent.  v.  pp.  3/6.  382.  390.  $96. 
t  See  this  proved  by  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  on  Daniel  and  the  Apoca- 
lypse, p.  410.  415. 
t  Tom.  ii.  p.  17*. 
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• 

time,  during  a  lamentable  period  of  forty  years,  above 
a  million  of  men  are  said  to  have  suffered  by  capital 
punishmeut  for  what  was  deemed  heresy,  or  in  what 
wms  called  Christian  warfare*. — 

Tantum  relligio  potuit  suadere  malorum  ! 

Such  is  the  interpretation  of  the  four  first  seals, 
which  a  diligent  attention  to  the  figurative  language 
of  Scripture,  and  a  comparison  of  it  with  ecclesiasti- 
cal history,  has  occasioned  me  to  produce.  It  is  diffe- 
rent from  the  exposition,  at  this  time  generally  re- 
ceived ;  in  which,  the  reigns  of  certain  Roman  Em- 
perors, distinguished  by  conquest,  civil  war,  famine, 
and  slaughter,  are  exhibited,  as  fulfilling  these  predic- 
tions. But  the  grounds  upon  which  the  interpreters 
have  proceeded,  are  not  such  as  have  inclined  me, 
on  a  candid  review,  to  retract  my  interpretation, 
and  adopt  theirs. 

I  have  already  stated  t  my  reasons  for  believing, 
that  (agreeably  to  the  opinion  of  many  eminent  di- 
vines) all  Sacred  Prophecy  has  for  its  object,  the 
fates  and  fortunes  of  the  Church  of  God  and  of 
Christ;  that  it  is  seldom  found  to  deviate  from  this 
object ;  and  that  when  the  fates  of  nations  or  of 
individuals  are  foretold,  it  is  even  then  with  some  re- 
ference to  the  future  History  of  the  Church  and  of  its 
Messiah.  If  this  notion  be  just,  (as,  I  trust,  will  be  ge- 
nerally allowed,)  it  must  at  the  same  time  be  granted, 
that,  in  the  interpretation  of  the  Apocalyptic  Visions, 

*  Mosheim,  Eccl.  Hist.  cent.  xiii.  Hist,  des  Papes,  iii.  1& 
Fleury,  Eccl.  Hist.  xvi.  174.  240.  xviii.  485.  Jortin's  Remarks  on 
Eccl.  Hist.  v.  72.  138,  &c.  245.  254.  330.  353.  363.  356.  373.  SS6. 
493. 

+  See  the  Introduction,  pages  11,  12,  13,  14. 
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no  part  should  be  diverted  from  this  its  main  and 
proper  object,  so  as  to  be  applied  to  the  fortunes  of 
civil  and  heathen  empires  or  rulers,  unless  the  sym- 
bols, under  which  the  prediction  is  represented,  evi- 
dently demand  such  application,  by  a  comparison  of 
their  former  and  undoubtedly  fit  application  to  such 
purposes  by  preceding  Prophets.  I  allow,  for  instance, 
that  the  remainder  of  the  Roman  empire,  divided  into 
ten  kingdoms,  is  evidently  symbolized  and  delieneated 
in  chapters  xiii.  xvii.  &c.  of  the  Apocalypse.  The 
symbols  there  used,  compared  with  similar  passages 
of  the  prophet  Daniel,  point  out  and  demand  such  an 
application.    But,  when  no  such  cogent  reasous  occur 
from  a  Divine  interpretation  of  the  figurative  lan- 
guage, (as  in  that  of  Daniel  by  the  angel,  Dan.  vii.  16.) 
it  appears  to  me,  that  we  have  no  right  to  apply 
the  prophecies  to  civil  and  heathen  history.    In  the 
figurative  language  of  the  four  seals,  I  can  discover 
no  such  grounds  of  interpretation ;  nor  can  I  per- 
ceive that  any  such  have  been  produced.    We  have  no 
Divine  direction,  as  in  chap,  xvii-  18,  to  point  to  the 
great  city  Rome :  and  certainly  there  is  no  appearance 
in  the  horses  or  their  riders,  which  designates  them 
as  Roman.     Nor  do  I  remark  that  the  writers  who 
have  adopted  this  mode  of  applying  these  predic- 
tions, have  used  arguments  to  justify  such  interpre- 
tation.   A  passage  indeed  of  this  kind,  I  have  ob- 
served in  Joseph  Mede,  and  have  before  quoted ;  in 
which  he  concludes,  that  because  the  prophet  Daniel 
had  both  presignified  the  coming  of  Christ,  and  also 
arranged  the  fortunes  of  the  Jewish  Church,  according 
to  the  succession  of  the  heathen  empires ;  so  the  Apo- 
calyptic prophecies  must  be  supposed  to  measure  the 
Christian  history  by  the  intervention  of  the  Roman 

empire 
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empire  then  remaining  *.  This  will  be  granted  in  all 
cases,  when  the  symbols  employed  shall  appear  necessa- 
rily to  point  out  such  interpretation ;  but  not  otherxcise  f. 

'  The  application  of  the  prophecies  of  the  seals  to 
the  fortunes  of  the  Roman  empire,  and  to  the  charac- 
ter of  its  princes,  appears  to  me  forced  and  unjusti- 
fied.   It  would  be  curious  to  observe  whence  it  took 
its  rise,  and  how  by  degrees  it  obtained  so  general  a 
reception  in  modern  times ;  or  at  least  in  our  coun- 
try.   There  is  reason  to  believe,  that  the  most  ancient 
commentators,   Papias,  Irenceus,  Methodius,  Hippo- 
lytus,  &c.  (mentioned  by  Andreas  Canadensis  J,  as 
exhibiting  the  lights  which  he  followed  in  his  com- 
mentary,) entertained  no  such  idea.     For  Andreas 
has  interpreted  the  three  first  seals  to  exhibit  the  his- 
tory of  the  Christian  Church.    The  prophecy  of  the 
fourth  seal,  he  indeed  supposes,   with  the  modem 
commentators,   to  foretel  the  slaughter,  pestilence, 
&c.  which  raged  in  the  Roman  empire  under  Maxi- 
min.    But  such  a  comment  on  the  fourth  seal,  could 
not  be  derived  from  these  ancient  expositors ;  because 
they  did  not  live  to  see  those  times,  and  explain  the 
prediction  by  the  event.    It  is  therefore  not  their  ex- 
position, but  probably  that  of  Andreas  himself,  who 
wrote  about  the  year  500.    And  certainly  it  must  be 
thought  inconsistent,  and  disorderly,  after  interpret- 
ing the  three  first  seals  as  relating  to  the  fortunes  of 
the  Christian  Church,  to  understand  the  fourth  as  re- 
specting the  Roman  empire.    But  this  application  of 
the  fourth  seal  by  Andreas,  seems  to  have  afforded 

•  See  Mede's  Works,  p.  441. 

t  This  subject  is  treated  more  at  large  at  the  conclusion  of  tbe 
prophecy  of  the  four  first  Trumpets,  ch. 
%  Pnef.  iti  Apocalypsio. 

the 
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the  first  hint  of  this  mode  of  application,  which  mo- 
dern expositors  have  gradually  followed.  Viega,  a 
Jesuit,  who  wrote  in  the  sixteenth  century,  seems  to 
have  been  one  of  the  first  who  applied  all  the  four 
seals  to  the  Roman  history.  Mede,  who  by  his 
just  reputation  as  an  ingenious  interpreter,  has 
given  the  greatest  encouragement  to  this  mode  of 
application,  though  he  interpreted  the  second,  third, 
and  fourth  seals,  as  relating  to  the  Roman  empire, 
yet  understood  the  first  to  treat  clearly  and  ex- 
clusively  of  the  Christian  Church.  Indeed  the  first 
seal  cannot,  consistently  with  the  symbols  compared 
in  Scripture,  be  otherwise  applied.  And  if  the  first  seal 
has  so  evident  a  desiguRion,  why,  in  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  rest,  are  we  to  change  our  object,  without 
special  and  compulsive  reason  ?  The  writers  who  have 
followed  Mede,  have  been  aware  that  consistency 
required  of  them,  to  apply  all  these  predictions  to  the 
same  kind  of  history  :  but,  to  obtain  this  consistency, 
what  method  have  they  pursued  ?  They  have  not  re- 
linquished Mede's  interpretation  of  the  second,  third, 
and  fourth  seals,  thereby  to  bring  them  in  unison 
with  that  of  the  first:  but,  labouring  to  make  the 
symbols  of  the  first  seal  agree  with  his  interpretations 
of  the  three  following,  they  have  most  unscripturally 
and  unfitly  represented  the  rider  of  the  white  horse, 
(whose  purity  can  belong  only  to  the  most  perfect 
Christian,)  to  signify  those  bloody  and  heathen  sol- 
diers, Vespasian  and  Titus  *  !  If  Vespasian  can  be 
thought  worthy  of  this  almost  divine  honour,  it  is 
but  another  step  to  suppose  him  gifted  with  divine 
miracles,  as  related  by  Tacitus,  Suetonius,  and  Dion 

•  Jurieu  seems  to  have  been  the  author  of  this  intepretation 
adopted  by  Bishop  Newton. 

X  Cassius, 
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Cassius,  and  as  vaunted  by  David  Hume*.  But,  if 
the  conquests  of  these  Roman  Emperors  had  been 
foretold  in  this  vision,  surely  they  would  have  been 
sufficiently  expressed  by  the  single  word,  "  conquer- 
"  ing"  without  that  additional  commission,  "  and  for 
"to  conquer;9*  which  must  imply  a  distant  period, 
far  beyond  the  twenty-eight  years  of  their  empire. 
On  the  whole,  I  can  perceive  scarcely  any  colour  of 
argument,  arising  from  the  words  and  symbols  of 
the  seals,  to  justify  the  interpretation  of  any  part  as 
concerning  the  fates  and  fortunes  of  the  Roman  Empira, 
or  of  any  political  establishment  whatever.  It  must 
therefore  belong  to  the  fates  and  fortunes  of  God's 
Church ;  which  appear  to  rr%,  in  this  place,  to  be 
represented  under  four  distinct  successive  characters  ; 
such  as  history  has  recorded  them.  Each  horse  is  se- 
parate and  distinct;  he  is  "  another  horse,"  though 
still  representing  the  Church:  for,  the  Church  was 
so  changed  under  the  progress  of  these  different  cha- 
racters, as  no  longer  to  appear  the  same. 

The  white  horse,  representing  the  Church  in  its 
purity  (and  the  true  Church  is  always  pure),  is  in 
progress  through  the  whole  of  the  vision.  He  goes  out 
conquering ;  is  then  eclipsed,  as  it  were,  for  a  time,  by 
the  other  horses,— by  the  corruptions  of  Christianity; 
but  at  length  appears  again,  in  chap.  xix.  "  conquering, 
"  and  for  to  conquer.'*  Together  with  this  distinctness 
of  character,  there  is  also  an  unity  to  be  observed. 
They  are  all  horses;  and  all  pass,  by  a  regular  gradation, 
from  one  colour  to  another;  from  the  mild  and  peaceful 
rule  displayed  in  the  character  of  the  first  horse,  to  the 
dreadful  tyranny  of  Death  and  Hell  which  characterizes 
the  last.    This  unity  and  completion  of  parts  is  also 

•  Essays,  4  to.  350. 
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insinuated  by  their  being  contained  under  the  cardinal 
number  four,  answering  to  the  four  sides  of  the  Throne, 
and  to  the  four  Cherubim  there  stationed,  who  speak 
on  the  opening  of  each  seal,  until  the  voices  have  gone 
through  the  complete  square  of  the  Throne.  This  unity 
also  accords  with  that  of  the  four  first  trumpets,  and  of 
the  four  first  vials,  as  will  be  seen  in  their  places*. 

These  four  seals  present  us  with  a  general  view  of 
the  progress  of  Christianity,  from  its  first  establish- 
ment in  purity,  to  its  utmost  corruption  and  degene- 
racy under  the  papal  usurpation.  They  contain  the 
Jirst  outlines  of  a  history,  which  we  shall  see  afterwards 
extended  and  filled  up  by  the  same  prophetic  Spirit. 
And  this  method  is  analogous  to  that  of  other  sacred 
prophecies;  of  those  of  Daniel  in  particular,  in  which,  as 
Sir  Isaac  Newton  observes,  the  same  subject  is  retraced; 
the  subsequent  prophecies  adding  continually  something 
new  to  the  former  f . 

*  See  the  note,  ch.  xvi.  17  '  and  observe  also,  that  as  the  ancients 
accounted  the  number  seven  of  all  others  the  most  perfect  (see  note, 
ch.  i.  4.) ;  so,  among  other  reasons  for  its  perfection,  they  assigned 
this,  that  it  is  compounded  of  the  numbers  four  and  three ;  the  first  of 
these,  the  most  perfect  of  the  even  numbers ;  the  second,  of  the  uneven. 
(Cyprian,  de  Spirit.  Sanct. ;  August,  de  Civ.  Dei,  c.  30. ;  Macrobius  in 
Somn.  Scipiouis.)  Certainly,  in  this  book  of  Revelation,  the  number 
seven  evidently  divides  into  these  component  parts, — in  the  seals,  in 
the  trumpets,  and  in  the  vials. 

t  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  on  Prophecy,  part  i.  ch.  3. 
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SECTION  VII. 
The  opening  of  the  fifth  Seal. 

CHAP.  vi.  VER.  9  11. 


9  K«»  on  woi^t  rrit 

«75or  vvoxaru  ra 
$tw*r»f  <tf  rxs  \J,v- 
yxt  -rZn  itrpaty- 
tuiu*  $<«  rlr  Aoyo» 
t5  ©iS,  $  to  rw 

1 0  Kflfi  fxf  <z£ai  ^a^f 

worr,  o  oV- 
iromf  o  ery/©- 

x,  ixo^juir  to  *J/xx 

f    n     •     \  m 
r/xo,  y  a»0  T*»»  X«- 

T0/jt»»L>»  Jin  T^f 

1 1  yTjy  ;    Kxi  iSo&i 
•(JtoIj  roAn  Xitrxv, 

t#i'dn  avfoIV,  *»» 

6«7t         01  JTwStlAo* 

•£r£y  oi*  a^iX^o/ 
mum'. 


9  And  when  he  opened 
the  fifth  seal,  I  saw, 
under  the  altar,  the 
souls  of  those  that 
were  sacrificed  for  the 
word  of  God,  and  for 
the  testimony  which 

10  they  held.  And  they 
cried  with  a  loud  voice, 
saying,  "  How  long, 
"  Sovereign  Lord,  the 
"  Holy  One  and  True, 
"  dost  thou  not  judge, 
"  and  avenge  our  blood 
"  upon  those  that  dwell 

11"  on  the  earth?"  And 
there  was  given  unto 
them  white  raiment ; 
and  it  was  said  unto 
them,  that  they  should 
rest  yet  a  time,  until 
their  fellow-servants 
also,  and  their  brethren 
should  be  completed, 
who  were  about  to  be 
slain,  even  as  they  had 
been. 


9  And  when  he  had 
opened  the  fifth  seal, 
I  saw  under  the  altar 
the  souls  of  them  that 
were  slain  for  the  word 
of  God,  and  for  the 
testimony  which  they 

10  held.  And  they  cried 
with  a  loud  voice,  say- 
ing, How  long,  O 
Lord,  Holy  and  True, 
dost  thou  not  judge 
and  avenge  our  blood 
on  them  that  dwell  on 

11  the  earth?  And  white 
robes  were  given  unto 
every  one  of  them,  and 
it  was  said  unto  them, 
that  they  should  rest 
yet  for  a  little  season, 
until  their  fellow-ser- 
vants also,  and  their 
brethren,  that  should 
be  killed  as  they  vxre, 
should  be  fulfilled. 


Ver.  9-  Under  the  altar.]  We  are  not  informed 
whether  the  altar  here  mentioned,  is  the  golden  one  of 
incense  which  makes  part  of  the  scenery  in  ch.  viii. 

and 
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and  has  its  proper  place  before  the  throne*,  or,  the 
brazen  altar  of  burnt  sacrifice  f-  The  former  belongs 
more  appropriately  to  the  scenery ;  but  the  latter  seems 
more  fitting  to  the  action  represented,  in  which  the 
martyrs  are  sacrificed.  For,  at  the  golden  altar  were 
offered  only  incense  and  prayer;  before  the  brazen  one, 
the  victims  were  slain.  This  uncertainty  occasions 
some  difficulty,  which  may  perhaps  be  removed,  by 
supposing  the  action  of  this  seal,  as  of  the  four  pre- 
ceding, to  be  represented  graphically  in  picture.  Then, 
though  the  golden  altar  may  be  still  supposed  to  stand 
in  its  place,  in  the  scenery  before  the  Throne,  yet  the 
brazen  altar  may  also  appear  delineated  upon  the  roll 
of  the  book  when  opened  by  the  Lamb.  For  on 
the  unfolding  of  the  fifth  roll,  this  additional  altar  ap- 
pears, and  the  martyrs  are  seen  under  it,  and  voices 
are  heard  to  accompany  their  expressive  gestures,  as 
they  hold  up  their  hands  in  prayer. 

Ib.   The  Souls.]  'H  the  soul,  is  that  vital 

part  or  principle  of  life  in  man,  which,  by  the  favour 
of  God  through  Christ,  they  who  kill  the  body  cannot 
destroy  J.  The  martyrs  (for  such  they  are),  although 
slain  by  persecutors  "  for  the  word  of  God,  and  the 
"  testimony  which  they  held,"  are  "  alive  unto  God," 
their  "  souls  are  not  left  in  hell  §  they  are  deposited 
in  "  their  proper  place  || :"  they  had  suffered  as  victims 

•  That  is,  before  the  Ark  and  Mercy-seat,  which  was  the  local  seat 
of  the  Divine  presence  in  the  Temple.  See  Exod.  xxx.  xxviii.  xxxi. 
xl.  5  ;  2  Chron.  iv.  19;  Luke  i.  11 ;  Heb.  ix.  4.  7. 

f  The  word  W<ap»f<o»  may  be  used  to  signify  either  of  these  altars ; 
see  Luke  i.  11.  Matt.  v.  23.  Rev.  xi.  1.  The  expression  ^vasa^iw 
3yfw«fu»roj  is  applied  in  the  Septuagint  to  both  ef  them. 

t  Matt.  x.  28.  §lPet.iv.  If. 

||  To,  rovof  top  ,W  (Acts  i.  25.) :  on  which  text  see  Bp.  Bull's  Sermon. 

at 
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at  the  altar  •     and  from  under  the  altar  we  hear  their 
complaint. 

Ib.  They  cried.]  In  the  figurative  language  of 
Scripture,  the  blood  of  the  murdered  is  said  to  cry  from 
the  ground  to  the  Lord  for  vengeance  f. 

Ver.  10.  Sovereign  Lord.]  In  the  Greek,  terrcrrnt, 
which  is  applied  to  God,  as  the  sovereign  Arbiter  and 
Disposer  of  all  things  J. 

Ib.  How  long  ?]  Such,  with  pious  sufferers,  has  ever 
been  the  subject  of  enquiry  and  complaint:  "  How  long 
"  shall  the  ungodly  triumph  §  ?  For  wise  reasons,  in 
part  discoverable  now,  but  which  will  be  completely 
apparent  hereafter,  the  Almighty,  in  forbearance,  sus- 
pends his  certain  vengeance  on  the  triumphant  wicked  |. 
But  in  chapter  xv,  of  this  prophecy,  we  shall  see  a  com- 
plete answer  to  this  complaint ; — we  shall  see  the  mar- 
tyrs triumphant,  and  the  "just  judgments  of  God" 
manifested. 

Ver.  II.  And  there  was  given  unto  them  white 
raiment.]  White  raiment  is  emblematic  of  innocence, 
purity,  and  justification  through  Christ  ^f.  "  Precious 
"  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  blood  of  his  saiuts**.n 
To  those  who  suffer  in  the  cause  of  their  Redeemer,  are 
promised  great  rewards  in  heaven  tt :  and  what  can  be 
more  glorious,  than  to  be  presented  pure,  and  blameless, 
and  justified,  in  the  sight  of  God!  To  this  blessing, 
they  who  suffer  for  the  word  are  entitled  J  J. 

> 

*  Rom.  viii.  36.  2  Tim.  iv.  6.  Phil.  ii.  17. 
f  Gen.  iv.  10  :  and  see  Grotius  on  Heb.  xi.  4. 
X  Luke  ii.  29 ;  Acts  iv.  24  ;  2  Pet.  ii.  1. 
$  Psalm  xciv.  3. 

||  Set*  Luke  xviii.  7,  8 ;  which  has  resemblance  to  this  passage, 
f  See  note,  ch.  iii.  4.  •*  Psalm  lxxii.  14. 

It  Malt.  v.  12.  fl  Dan.  xii,  10. 

Ib. 
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lb.  They  should  rest  yet  a  time,  until  their  fellow- 
servants  also  and  their  brethren  should  be  completed, 
who  were  about  to  be  slain,  even  as  they  had  been.] 
A  general  day  of  recompense,  and  of  vengeance  on 
wicked  persecutors,  is  universally  promised  in  the  Word 
of  God.  Until  that  time  come,  although  persecutors 
may  be  seen  to  suffer  some  exemplary  punishments  *, 
yet  the  adequate  and  complete  vengeance  of  a  Just  God 
is  delayed.  Under  this  seal,  the  promise  of  a  Divine 
retribution  is  renewed,  and  the  lists  are  still  kept  open 
for  additional  martyrs  who  shall  conquer  in  the  cause 
of  their  Redeemer.  At  the  time  when  this  prophecy 
was  delivered,  there  had  been  but  few  martyrs  to  the 
Christian  cause.  We  are  here  taught  to  expect  (that 
which  subsequent  history  has  produced)  a  numerous 
succession  of  suffering  witnesses,  through  a  long  period 
of  time.  We  were  prepared,  by  the  imagery  of  the 
second  and  third,  and  more  especially  of  the  fourth 
seal,  to  expect  some  account  of  those  that  should  be 
slain  in  such  times  "  for  the  testimony  of  the  word." 
In  this  seal  it  comes  forward,  but  in  general  description 
only,  (as  in  the  preceding  seals,)  to  be  resumed  in  the 
sequel  of  the  prophecy  f.  The  period  of  time,  occupied 
by  the  martyrs  under  this  seal,  is  therefore  from  the 
death  of  our  Lord,  who  is  properly  the  first  Christian 
Martyr  |,  to  the  great  day  of  recompense,  when  the 
"noble  Army  of  Marty  rs"will  be  completed  and  avenged. 
But  the  point  of  time  in  which  their  history  is  espe- 
cially delineated,  under  this  seal,  seems  to  be  towards 
the  close  of  the  fourth  seal,  when  they  had  suffered 

•  See  some  striking  instances  adduced  in  J  or  tin's  Eccl.  Hist.  iiL 
246—322. 

t  See  ch.  xi.  7—14.  xiii.  7.  xv.  2—5.  xviii.  20.  xx.  4. 
I  Ch.  i.  5. 

such 
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such  enormities  of  persecution,  that  the  question  "  hmv 
"  long"  seems  more  emphatically  called  forth,  and  thus 
the  events  of  the  fifth  seal,  as  here  interpreted,  will  be 
found  to  staud  in  their  proper  place. 


PART  II. 
SECTION  VIII. 

The  opening  of  the  sixth  Seal. 
* 

chap.  vi.  ver.  12 — to  the  end. 


^  o  ^»®.  }yi»% 
ftikmt,  iit  <r«xx®. 

Yf/^JK®.,  JC   t»  91- 

Awj  oAj?  tytttTo  vs 

tis  TT*  yxt,  us  oTxri 
£*XAi< 

14*mV*^w/aiW  Kai 
o  ^jwi  awi^w- 
^/cftj  its  #iCa/o»  ii- 

t«tt*»  awrS*  ixim- 

rfi««  y£,o',  xtXi*r 


1 2  And  I  beheld  when  he 
opened  the  sixth  seal; 
and  there  was  a  great 
earthquake;  and  the 
sun  became  black,  as 
sack-cloth  of  hair;  and 
all  the  moon  became 

13  as  blood:  And  the  stars 
of  heaven  fell  to  the 
earth,  as  a  fig-tree  cast- 
eth  her  untimely  figs, 
when    shaken    by  a 

14  mighty  wind :  And  the 
heaven  was  removed 
as  a  volume  rolled  up; 
and  every  mountain 
and  island  were  moved 
out  of  their  places: 

15  And  the  kings  of  the 
earth,  and  the  great 
men,  and  the  chief  cap- 
tains, and  the  rich  men, 
and  the  mighty  men, 
aud  every  bondman, 
and  [every]  freeman, 


12  And  I  beheld  when  he 
had  opened  Uie  sixth 
seal ;  and  lo,  there  was 
a  great  earthquake,  and 
the  sun  became  black 
as  sack-cloth  of  hair, 
and  the  moon  became 

13  as  blood  ;'  Aud  the 
stars  of  heaven  fell  un- 
to the  earth,  even  as  a 
fig-tree  casteth  her  un- 
timely figs,  when  she 
is  shaken  of  a  mighty 

14  wind :  And  the  heaven 
departed  as  a  scroll, 
when  it  is  rolled  to- 
gether ;  and  every 
mountain  and  island 
were   moved  out  of 

15  their  places:  And  the 
kings  of  the  earth,  and 
the  great  men,  and  the 
rich  men,  and  the  chief 
captains,  and  the 
mighty  men,  and  every 
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Intel  iff  t»  trvii- 
XxiX  US  rxs  xji- 
Tgxs    Tut  ifim' 

16  Rati  AtTeo-i  ToIVofr- 
<r#  i£  rxTs  tsirfxis' 
Ui<nrt  i(A»s, 

xaOnfxiits   l-ni  tS 

xj  i-JTO  T^f 

Jfy;^    t5  ifshf 

17  "Or,  mtt^india. 

avTH'  ty  TIS  Gvtx- 
jxi  rx&r,ixi  ; 


hid  themselves  in  the 
caves,  and  in  the  rocks 

16  of  the  mountains:  And 
they  say  to  the  moun- 
tains and  to  the  rocks, 
"  Fall  on  us,  and  hide 
w  us  from  the  face  of 
"  Him  who  sittcth  on 
"  the  throne,  and  from 
M  the   wrath  of  the 

17"  Lamb:  For  the  great 
*  day  of  his  wrath  is 
"  come  :  and  who  is 
«  able  to  stand?" 


bond-man,  and  every 
free- man,  hid  them- 
selves in  the  dens,  and 
in  the  rocks  of  the 

16 mountains;  And  said 
to  the  mountains  and 
rocks,  Fall  on  us,  and 
hide  us  from  the  face 
of  Him  that  sitteth  on 
the  throne,  and  from 
the  wrath  of  the  I.amb: 

17  For  the  great  day  of 
his  wrath  is  come ;  and 
who  shall  be  able  to 
stand  ? 


Ver.  12.  Sixth  seal.]  In  the  complaint  of  the 
martyrs  under  the  fifth  seal,  it  was  asked,  u  how  long" 
the  day  of  vengeance  and  of  recompence  should  he 
delayed?  The  answer  to  which  was  expressed  in  general 
terms,  M  When  the  number  of  martyrs  should  be  com- 
"  pletcd.''  The  sixth  seal  represents  the  arrival  of  this 
awful  day  :  "  The  great  day  of  his  wrath  is  come ;  and 
u  who  may  be  able  to  stand  I"  Now,  if  this  great  day 
be  (as  I  trust  will  be  made  apparent  in  these  notes)  the 
great  day  of  universal  recompence,  and  which  cannot 
take  place  till  all  martyrdom  is  over,  the  prophecy  be- 
fore us  evidently  describes  a  time  which  is  still  future. 
Such  a  prophecy  cannot  be  now  illustrated,  as  all  pro- 
phecy should  be,  by  the  event,  as  delivered  in  history. 
In  a  prophecy  of  this  description,  all  that  the  com- 
mentator can  prudently  attempt  is,  to  cast  upon  it 
what  assistant  light  he  can,  by  comparing  it  with  the 
other  prophecies  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  which 
bear  relation  to  it.    This  shall  be  our  present  object, 

after 
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after  having  first  ascertained  the  meaning  of  the  figu- 
rative terms  employed  in  the  narration. 

Ib.  A  great  earthquake.}  When  the  earth  is 
shaken  violently  by  subterraneous  commotion,  the 
buildings  erected  upon  it  fall.  Agreeably  to  this,  in 
prophetical  language,  whatever  commotion,  by  Divine 
appointment,  shakes  and  overturns  political  fabrics  and 
empires,  is  called  earthquake*. 

Ib.  The  sun  became  black  as  sack-cloth  of  hair,  and 
all  the  moon  became  as  blood.]  In  such  figurative  lan- 
guage, great  calamities,  which  bereave  men  of  the 
usual  sources  of  their  comforts,  are  frequently  expressed. 
The  sun,  under  such  deprivation,  seems  no  longer  to 
shine,  but  is  enveloped  in  raiment  of  mourning;  for, 
such,  with  the  eastern  nations  of  antiquity,  was  sack- 
cloth of  hair  f.  The  moon  glares  horribly,  like  blood ; 
the  stars  fall  J. 

Vcr.  13.  Figs.]  See  Isaiah  xxxiv.  4.  Nahumiii.  12. 

Ver.  14.  As  a  volume  rolled  up.]  A  sheet  of  parch- 
ment, upon  which  the  ancient  books  were  written  ^, 
being  in  its  nature  elastic,  is  seen  to  roll  up  in  an  in- 
stant, when  he  that  extends  it  quits  his  hold.  Then 
the  characters,  written  or  painted  upon  it,  vanish  from 
the  sight,  with  a  rapidity,  which  aptly  expresses  this 
sudden  disappearance  of  the  splendid  luminaries  in 
heaven,  at  the  command  of  their  Maker.  The  same 
image  is  used  by  Isaiah,  ch.  xxxiv.  4. 

*  Psalm  ix.  2.  xcvii.  1—7.  xcix.  1.  Isaiah  ii.  ig.  xiii.  13.  xxiv. 
18—21.  Jer.  iv.  24.  x.  10.  xlix.  21.  Joel  ii.  10.  iii.  lG.  Mic.  vi.  2. 
Hagg.  ii.  6,  7,  21,  22.    Amos  viii.  8.    Hab.  xii.  26. 

t  1  Kings  xxi.  7.  Zech.  xii.  4.  Eccl'us  xxv.  17.  Matt.  xi.  21. 
Luke  x.  13. 

1  Isaiah  xiii.  10.  xxiv.  4,  23.  Ezek.  xxxii.  7,  8.  Amos  viii.  8,  0. 
Joel  ii.  10.  iii.  15.  Matt.  xxiv.  29.  Mark  xiii.  24,  25.  Luke  xxi.  25. 
Acts  ii.  20«  §  See  note,  ch.  v.  1. 

IK 
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lb.  Mountain — Island.]  These  are  places  of  the 
greatest  security  in  times  of  hostile  invasion ;  the 
mountain  is  difficult  of  access,  by  reason  of  its  heisrht 
and  steepness;  the  island,  from  its  surrounding  waters. 
Therefore,  under  these  images,  the  securest  places  are 
represented  as  no  longer  affording  safety  during  this 
dreadful  visitation.  *. 

Ver.  15.  Kings  of  the  earthy  &c]  As  in  the  de- 
scription of  the  verse  preceding,  no  place  can  afford 
security,  so,  in  this,  no  pre-eminence  in  rank,  power,  or 
riches,  can  yield  protection  from  the  impending  devas- 
tation: nor  is  there  escape  from  it  in  any  station  of 
life:  "  Every  bond-man  and  every  free-man"  flee  before 
it,  but  in  vain ! 

Ver.  16.  Say  to  the  mountains  and  to  the  rocks,  Fall 
on  usy  and  hide  us.'\  Compare  Judges  vi.  2;  1  Sam. 
xiii.  6;  Isaiah  ii.  10,  19;  Hos.  x.  8;  Luke  xxiii.  30; 
and  add  to  them  the  accounts  which  we  derive  from 
modern  travellers,  of  the  caves  and  hiding-places  yet 
to  be  seen  in  Judaea,  Arabia,  &c. :  and  this  language 
will  be  found  to  describe  a  flight  of  the  utmost  terror  and 
dismay,  beforeavictoriousenemy,  who,  havingdestroyed 
all  the  fortresses  and  cities,  pursues  the  hopeless  fugi- 
tives into  their  last  places  of  refuge.  But  who  is  this 
dreadful  and  avenging  Conqueror,  before  whom  at  this 
time  they  flee?  (ver.  16.)  "He  who  sitteth  on  the 
"Throne;  and  the  Lamb,"  the  Redeemer,  his  Vice- 
gerent, who  executes  his  wrath  f. 

Through- 

P  Hab.  iii.  v.  6, 

t  Go,  then,  thou  mightiest,  in  thy  Father'*  might; 
Ascend  my  chariot ;  guide  the  rapid  wheels 
That  shake  Heav'n's  basis;  bring  forth  all  my  War, 
My  Bow  and  Thunder ;  my  Almighty  Arms 
Gird  on,  and  sword  upon  thy  puissant  thigh. 

Pursue 
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Throughout  the  whole  of  prophetical  Scripture,  a 
time  of  retribution,  and  of  vengeance  on  Gods  ene- 
mies, is  denounced.  It  is  called  "  the  day  of  the  Lord;" 
"  the  day  of  wrath  and  slaughter;  of  the  Lords  anger, 
'*  visitation,  and  judgment "  the  great  day;"  "  the 
M  last  day  :w  and  whenever  it  is  described,  the  signs 
which  occur  under  this  seal  will  be  found,  more  or 
less,  to  compose  its  dreadful  apparatus.  At  the  same 
time,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  this  kind  of  description, 
and  the  same  expressions,  which  are  used  to  represent 
this  great  day,  are  also  employed  by  the  Prophets,  to 
describe  the  fall  and  punishment  of  particular  states 
and  empires; — of  Babylon,  by  Isaiah  (ch.  xiii.);  of 
Egypt,  by  Ezekiel  (ch.  xxx.  2,  3,  4.  xxxii.  7,  8.); 
of  Jerusalem,  by  Jeremiah,  Joel,  and  by  our  Lord  * : 
and  in  many  of  these  prophecies,  the  description  of  the 
calamity  which  is  to  fall  on  a  particular  state  or  na- 
tion, is  so  blended  and  intermixed  with  that  general 
destruction,  which,  in  the  final  days  of  vengeance,  will 
invade  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  that  the  industry 
and  skill  of  our  ablest  interpreters  have  been  scarcely 
equal  to  separate  and  assort  them*|\  Hence  it  has  been 
concluded  by  judicious  divines,  that  these  partial  pro- 
phecies and  particular  instances  of  the  Divine  ven- 
geance, whose  accomplishment  we  know  to  have  taken 
place,  are  presented  to  us  as  types,  certain  tokens  and 
fore-runners,  of  some  greater  events  which  are  also 
disclosed  in  them.    To  the  dreadful  time  of  universal 

Pursue  the  sons  of  darkness,  drive  them  out 
From  all  Heav'n's  bounds,  into  the  utter  deep. 
There  let  them  learn,  as  likes  tbem,  to  despise 
God,  and  Messiah,  his  anointed  King. 

Paradise  Lost,  vi.  710. 

*  Matt.  xxiv. 

t  See  the  ingenious  attewpt  of  Grotius,  in  his  notes  on  Matt.  xxiv. 

vengeance, 
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vengeance,  they  all  appear  to  look  forward,  beyond 
their  first  and  more  immediate  object.  Little  indeed 
can  we  doubt  that  such  is  to  be  considered  the  use 
and  application  of  these  prophecies,  since  we  see  them 
thus  applied  by  our  Lord  and  his  Apostles*." 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  of  these  prophecies 
is  that  splendid  one  of  Isaiah,  ch.  xxxiv;  the  im- 
portance and  universality  of  which  is  to  be  collected 
from  the  manner  in  which  it  is  introduced  :  "  All  na- 
"  tions  and  people,  the  world  and  all  things  in  it," 
are  summoned  to  the  audience.  It  represents  "  the 
"day  of  the  Lord's  vengeance"  and  the  year  of  the 
recompenses  for  the  controversy  of  Sion  (ver.  8) ; 
it  descends  on  all  nations  and  their  armies  (ver.  2). 
The  images  of  wrathful  vengeance  and  utter  dissolu- 
tion are  the  same  which  are  presented  under  this  sixth 
seal.  The  hosts  of  heaven  are  dissolved  ;  the  heavens 
are  rolled  together  as  a  scroll  of  parchment ;  the  stars 

*  See  Matt.  i.  22,  23.  xxvii.  9.  John  xv.  25.  xix.  36,  37.  Acts  ii. 
20,  27.  iii.  19,  22,  24.  Hub.  iv.  7,  8.  x.  27,  37.  Rom.  ii.  5.  Gal. 
iv.  2*.  Eph.  v.  14-.  2  Thess.  ii.  3,  &c.  2  Pet.  iii.  2— U ;  where 
the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament  are  applied  in  a  more  extended 
and  spiritual  sense,  than  in  their  first  and  primary  designation.  For 
observations  on  the  nature  of  Divine  Prophecy,  as  applicable  in  a 
double  sense,  which  has  been  denied  by  some  divines,  (by  Dr.  Sykes 
and  Dr.  Benson,  and  by  Collins,  the  free-thinker,)  see  Bp.  Lowth, 
Preelection  xi.and  Note  on  Isaiah,  ch.  xl.;  Mr.  Lowth  on  Isaiah  vii.  15; 
Jortin's  Remarks  on  Eccl.  Hist.  p.  188—228;  Serm.  v.  1,  124;  Sir 
Isaac  Newton  on  Prophecy,  251 ;  Bp.  Hurd's  Sermons  on  Prophecy, 
iii.  iv.  v;  Bp.  Sherlock  on  Prophecy,  Disc,  ii;  Bp.  Warburton, 
Divine  Legation,  book  vi.  8  ;  Bp.  Home's  Preface  to  the  Psalms ; 
Jones  on  the  Figurative  Language  of  Scripture,  lect.  viii ;  and,  lastly, 
a  very  recent  publication  by  Archdeacon  Nares,  in  which,  with  great 
judgment  and  ability,  he  has  shewn  the  indubitable  right  and  authority 
by  which  we  apply  the  prophecies  in  a  double  sense,  because  they  are 
thus  applied  by  our  Lord  himself  and  his  Apostles ;  (Sermons  at  the 
Warburtoniau  Lecture,  1805). 

fall, 
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fall,  like  a  leaf  from  a  vine,  or  a  fig  from  its  tree.  And 
yet  Idumea  is  mentioned  by  the  prophet  as  the  par- 
ticular  object  of  vengeance :  such  seems  to  be  the 
typical  completion,  and  primary  application  of  this 
prophecy  :  but  it  has  evidently  a  more  sublime  and 
future  prospect,  and  in  this  sense  the  whole  world  is 
its  object :  and  using  the  same  symbols  and  figura- 
tive expressions  with  this  prophecy  of  the  sixth  seal, 
with  those  of  the  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  and  above  all, 
sixteenth  chapters  of  the  Apocalypse,  and  with  others 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  it  must,  with  them, 
be  finally  referred  to  the  great  day  of  the  Lord's 
vengeance  for  its  perfect  completion. 

The  sixth  seal  appears  to  exhibit  a  general  descrip- 
tion of  this  great  day;  and  is  illustrated  by  many 
preceding  prophecies,  which,  having  a  primary  re- 
ference to  the  destruction  of  God's  enemies  in  Ba- 
bylon, /Egypt,  Jerusalem,  &c.  have  evidently  re- 
ceived their  partial  accomplishment,  yet  as  evidently 
look  forward  to  a  more  full  and  glorious  consumma- 
tion. They  are  not  become  a  dead  letter;  they  unite 
in  pointing  to  some  grander  object,  which  all  such 
prophecies  describe ;  even  the  universal  and  final  over- 
throw of  the  enemies  of  Christ  And  they  encourage 
us  to  look  with  certain  assurance  to  the  completion 
of  the  predictions  in  their  final  sense,  since  we  have 
already  seen  them  fulfilled  typically. 

As  our  Lord,  in  foretelling  the  destruction  of  Je- 
rusalem, made  use  of  the  expression  of  former  pro- 
phets, and  thus  directed  their  application  to  events  then 
to  come,  involving  in  the  same  prediction  the  ven- 
geance to  fall,  not  only  on  his  enemies  in  that  siege, 
but  at  "  the  end  of  the  world;"  so,  this  prophecy 
of  the  sixth  seal,  published  after  the  destruction  of 
1  Jerusalem, 
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Jerusalem,  yet  containing  the  expressions  of  these 
former  prophets,  together  with  those  of  our  Lord, 
seems  to  give  clear  indication  of  a  more  full  and  per- 
fect accomplishment  of  all  these  prophecies. 

Additional  light  will  he  cast  on  this  prophecy 
(which,  like  the  other  seals,  is  to  he  considered  as 
only  a  general  sketch  and  outline)  by  subsequent  vi- 
sions in  this  book,  which  cotemporize  with  it,  and 
were  so  understood  by  Cyprian  in  the  third  century ; 
who  referred  them,  together  with  this  prediction  of 
the  sixth  seal,  to  their  grand  and  final  accomplish^ 
ment  at  the  end  of  the  world  *. 

*  Cyprian,  ad  Novat.  Ilaer.  i. 


PART  II. 

SECTION  IX. 

The  sealing  of  the  Hundred-and-forty-four  Thousand, 
and  the  Presentation  of  the  Palm-bearing  Mul- 
titude before  the  Throne. 


1  Km  puti  raZr* 
iltzs  Ths  yhs,  k$x- 

TWT3f     Ttff  Ti'fl"- 


TV 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

And  after  these  things 
I  saw  four  angels 
standing  on  the  four 
corners  of  the  earth, 
holding  the  four  winds 
of  the  earth,  that  not 
a  wind  should  blow  on 
the  earth,  nor  on  the 
sea,  nor  on  any  tree. 
And  I  saw  another 
angel  ascending  from 
the  sunrising,  having 


1  And  after  these  things, 
I  saw  four  angels 
standing  on  the  four 
corners  of  the  earth, 
holding  the  four  winds 
of  the  earth,  that  the 
wind  should  not  blow 
on  the  earth,  nor  on 
the  sea,  nor  on  any 

2  tree.  And  I  taw  an- 
other angel  ascending 
from  the  east,  having 
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a  seal  of  the  Living 
God.  And  he  cried 
with  a  loud  voice  to 
the  four  angels,  to 
whom  it  was  commit- 
ted to  injure  the  earth 
and  the  sea.  Saying, 

3  "  Injure  not  the  earth, 
**  nor  the  sea,  nor  the 
u  trees,  until  we  shall 
M  have  sealed  the  ser- 
"  vants  of  our  God 
"  upon    their  fore- 

4  "  heads."  And  I  heard 
the  number  of  the 
sealed  :  an  hundred- 
and-forty  -  four  thou- 
sand were  sealed  out 
of  all  the  tribes  of  the 

5  sons  of  Israel.  Of  the 
tribe  of  Judah,  twelve 
thousand  sealed;  of 
the  tribe  of  Reuben, 
twelve  thousand  seal- 
ed ;  of  the  tribe  of 
Gad,  twelve  thousand 

6  sealed  ;  Of  the  tribe  of 
Asher,  twelve  thou- 
sand sealed ;  of  the 
tribe  of  Naphthali, 
twelve  thousand  seal- 
ed ;  of  the  tribe  of  Ma- 
nasseh,  twelve  thou- 

7  sand  sealed;  Of  the 
tribe  of  Simeon,  twelve 
thousand  sealed ;  of  the 
tribe  of  Levi,  twelve 
thousand  sealed ;  of  the 
tribe  of  Issachar,  twelve 

S  thousand  sealed;  Of 
the  tribe  of  Zabulon, 


the  seal  of  the  Living 
God;  aud  he  cried 
with  a  loud  voice  to 
the  four  augels,  to 
whom  it  was  given  to 
hurt  the  earth  and  the 

3  sea,  Saying,  Hurt  not 
the  earth,  neither  the 
sea,  nor  the  trees,  till 
we  have  sealed  the  ser- 
vants of  our  God  in 

4  their  foreheads.  And 
I  beard  the  number  of 
them  which  were  seal- 
ed :  and  there  were 
sealed  an  hundred  and 
forty  and  four  thou- 
sand, of  all  the  tribes 
of  the  children  of  Is- 

5  rael.  Of  the  tr  be  of 
Judawtresealed  twelve 
thousand.  Of  the  tribe 
of  Reuben  were  sealed 
twelve  thousand.  Of 
the  tribe  of  Gad  xeere 
sealed    twelve  thou- 

6  sand.  Of  the  tribe  of 
Aser  were  sealed  twelve 
thousand.  Of  the  tribe 
of  Nephthalim  were 
sealed  twelve  thousand. 
Of  the  tribe  of  Manas- 
ses  were  sealed  twelve 

7  thousand.  Of  the  tribe 
of  Simeou  were  sealed 
twelve  thousand. Of  the 
tribe  of  I^evi  were  seal- 
ed twelve  thousand. 
Of  the  tribe  of  Isachar 
were    sealed  twelve 

8  thousand.  Of  the  tribe 
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twelve  thousand  seal- 
ed ;  of  the  tribe  of  Jo- 
seph, twelve  thousand 
sealed  ;  of  the  tribe  o^ 
Benjamin,twelve  thou- 
9  sand  sealed.  After  this 

I  beheld,  and  lo !  a 
great  multitude,  which 
no  one  could  number, 
from  all  nations  and 
tribes  and  people  and 
languages,  standing 
before  the  throne  and 
before  the  Lamb,  clo- 
thed in  white  robes, 
and  palm-branches  in 

lOtheir  hands  ;  And  they 
cry  with  a  loud  voice, 
saying,  "  The  Sal- 
"  vation  be  ascrib- 
M  ed  to  our  God  who 
M  sttteth  upon  the 
"throne,  and  to  the 

11"  Lamb!"  And  all 
the  augels  stood  round 
about  the  throne,  and 
about  the  elders  and 
the  four  living-crea- 
tures, and  fell  before 
the  throne  on  their 
faces,  and  worshipped 

12God,  Saying,"  Amen! 
"  The  praise,  and  the 
"  glory,  and  the  wis- 

II  dom,  and  the  thanks- 
"  giving,  and  the  ho- 

nour,  and  the  power, 
'*  and  the  might,  be 
w  unto  our   God  for 
"  ever  and  ever !  A- 
v 


Ml 

of Zabukm  -were  sealed 
twelve  thousand.  Of 
the  tribe  of  Joseph 
verc  sealed  twelve 
thousand.  Ofthe  tribe 
of  Benjamin  t*re  seal- 
ed twelve  thousand. 

9  After  this  I  beheld, 
and  lo,  a  great  mul- 
titude which  no  man 

• 

could  number  of  all 
nations,  and  kindreds, 
and  people,  and 
tongues,  stood  before 
the  throne,  and  be- 
fore the  Lamb,  cloth- 
ed with  white  robes, 
and   palms  in  their 

10  hands ;  And  cried 
with  a  loud  voice,  say- 
ing, Salvation  to  our 
God  which  sitteth  up- 
on the  throne,  and  un- 

1 1  to  the  Lamb.  And 
all  the  angels  stood 
round  about  the 
throne,  and  about  tho 
elders,  and  the  four 
beasts,  and  fell  before 
the  throne  on  their 
faces,  and  worshipped 

12  God,  Saying,  Amen  : 
Blessing  and  glory,  and 
wisdom,  and  thanks- 
giving, and  honour, 
and  power,  and  might 
be  unto  our  God  for 
ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

13  And  one  of  the  elders 
answered,  saying  unto 
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13 men!"   And  one  of 
the  elders  spake,  say- 
ing unto  me,  "  These, 
u  clothed    in  white 
"  robes,  who  are  they, 
"  and   whence  came 
14"  they?"    And  I  said 
unto   him,  44  O  my 
"  Lord,  thou  kuow- 
u  est."  And  he  said  un- 
to me,  "These are  they 
y  who  are  come  out 
M  of  the  great  tribula- 
"  tion,  and  have  wash- 
"  ed  their  robes,  and 
"  have    made  them 
"  white  [tbeir  robes] 
"  in  the  blood  of  the 
15"  Lamb :  Therefore 
"  are  they  before  the 
u  throne  of  God,  and 
serve  him  day  and 
night  in  his  temple  ; 
"  and  He  that  sitteth 
"  on  the  throne,  shall 
"have    his  dwelling 
1 6"  over   them;  They 
"  shall     hunger  no 
"  more,  neither  shall 
"  they  thirst  any  more; 
"  nor  shall  the  Sun 
44  srike  on  them,  nor 
17"  any   burning ;  He- 
"  cause    the  Lamb, 
"  which  is  in  the  midst 
"  of  the  throne,  sImII 
"  rule  them   like  a 
"  shepherd,  and  shall 
"  lead     them  unto 
"  fountains  of  waters 
"of  life;   and  God 
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me,  What  are  these 
which  are  arrayed  in 
white  robes  ?  and 
whence   came  they  ? 

14  And  I  said  unto  him, 
Sir.thou  knowest.  And 
he  said  to  me,  These 
are  they  which  came 
out  of  great  tribula- 
tion, and  have  washed 
their  robes,  and  made 
them  while  in  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb. 

1 5  Therefore  are  they  be- 
fore the  throne  of 
God,  and  serve  him 
day  and  night  in  his 
temple :  and  be  that 
sitteth  on  the  throne 
shall     dwell  among 

lfilhem.  They  shall 
hunger  no  more,  nen 
ther  thirst  any  more, 
neither  shall  the  sun 
light  on  them,  nor  any 

17  heat.  For  the  Lamb 
which  is  in  the  mitlst 
of  the  throne,  shall 
feed  them,  and  shall 
lead  them  unto  living 
fountains  of  waters  : 
and  God  shall  wipe 
away  all  tears  from 
their  ey^ 
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M  shall  -  wipe    away  • 
M  every  tear  from  their 
14  eyes." 


Ver.  1.  After  these  things,  I  saw.]  There  appears, 
by  these  words,  to  be  some  separation  of  that  which 
follows,  from  the  main  part  of  the  sixth  seal,  which 
has  preceded.  And  yet  the  sixth  seal  is  certainly 
continued,  for  the  seventh  does  not  open  till  the  next 
chapter.  So  this  chapter  is  probably  to  be  taken 
as  a  kind  of  supplement  to  the  body  of  the  sixth 
seal;  belonging  to  it,  yet  separated  from  it.  The 
sixth  seal  represents  the  vengeance  of  God  upon  a 
wicked  world.  This  part  of  it  seems  to  exhibit  the 
Divine  protection  and  Salvation,  which  shall  support 
the  elect  in  that  ' '  great  day;"  "  the  Jew  first,  and 
"  also  the  Gentile," 

lb.  Four  angels,]  The  number  is  cardinal,  and 
expressive  of  universality  *.  Angels  are  ministers  of 
the  Divine  mercy,  and  of  the  Divine  vengeance. 

Ib.  On  the  Jour  corners  of  the  Earth.]  The  earth 
is  a  part  of  the  scenery  exhibited  in  this  vision,  and 
is  a  proper  appendage  to  that  which  has  been  already 
displayed  ;  the  glory  of  the  Lord  in  heaven.  For  he 
is  described  in  Scripture  as  ruling  over  heaven  and 
earth  :  the  one  being  "  his  throne-"  the  other,  "  his 
"foots tool  \"  "  The  four  corners  of  the  earth"  are, 
in  the  language  of  Isaiah  and  Ezekiel,   the  whole 

• 

♦  See  note,  ch.  iv.  6.  t  I?-  Uvj.  1. 

Y  2  earth; 
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earth  * ;  which  now  appears  in  view,  immediately 
below  heaven  and  the  throne;  not  in  an  orbicular 
form,  but  stretched  out  as  a  plain,  with  four  sides 
and  angles,  and  thus  it  continues  through  the  trum- 
pets. 

lb.  The  four  winds.]  In  the  language  of  Scrip- 
ture, a  wind  (which,  when  violent,  destroys)  is  used 
to  express  destruction^ ;  and  the  four  winds,  a  ge- 
neral destruction  J.  The  necessity  of  a  superintend- 
ing Providence  to  restrain  the  fury  of  these  ministers 
of  vengeance,  will  be  acknowledged  by  those,  who 
have  witnessed  the  dreadful  devastation  committed 
by  the  unimprisoned  winds  in  ruder  climates ;  or, 
who  have  read  accounts  of  the  hurricanes  in  the 
West  Indies.  Hence  the  heathen  poet  has  repre- 
sented them  as  under  divine  restraint,  and  with  such 
dignified  language,  that  I  shall  not  scruple  to  quote 
from  him :— 

 —      Hie  vasto  rex  iEolus  antro  • 

Luctantes  ventos,  tempestalesque  souoras 
Imperio  premit,  ac  vinclis  et  carcere  framat : — 
I  Hi  indignantes,  magnocum  murmure  'moutis 
Circum  claustra  frcmunt.    CeUa  sedet  /Eolus  arce 
Sceptra  Unens,  inollitquc  aniinos  et  teraperat  iras. 
Ni  faciat,  maria  ac  terras  ccehimque  profundum 
Quippe  feraut  rapidi  secum,  verrantque  per  auras : 
Sed  pater  omnipotent  speluncis  abdidit  atris, 
Hoc  metuens;  molemque  et  montes  insuper  altos 
Imposuit,  regemque  dedit,  qui  foederc  certo 
Et  premere  et  laxas  sciret  dare  jussus  habenas. 

/Enhid.  i.  56— 6*^ 

But  now  the  restraint  is  removed, — 

*  Is.  x'r.  12.  Ezck.  vii.  2. 

t  Jer.  li.  1.  iv.  II,  12.  Hos.  xiii.  15. 

I  Jet.  xlix.  36.  Ezek.  vii.  2.  Dan.  vii.  2.  viii.  8.  xi.  4 


t 
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 ac  venti,  velut  agmine  facto, 

Qua  data  porta,  ruunt,  et  terras  turbine  perflant. 

Incubuere  mari,  totumque  a  sedibus  imis — 

Una  Kurasque  Notusque  ruunt,  creberque  procellis 

Africus ;   jKxeid.  i.  86—90. 

,  s 

Previous  to  the  dreadful  siege  of  Jerusalem  by- 
Titus,  a  prophet  (perhaps  an  enthusiast)  is  described 
by  Josephus,  as  going  about  and  crying,  (puvvt  a\o 
ruv  rmmpw  «Veft»v:*  which  was  perfectly  understood 
to  mean  a  wide  and  dreadful  destruction  f. 

Ver.  2.  Sunrising.]    This  quarter,  which  we  call 
the  East,    was  the  cardinal  point  of  first  impor- 
tance with  the  eastern  nations  of  antiquity  ;  because 
from  that  point  was  seen  to  arise  the  sun,  that  visi- 
ble source  of  light  and  vital  heat.    In  the  camp  of 
the  Israelites,  the  eastern  side  was  always  the  front, 
the  honourable  post.    Here  Moses  and  Aaron  were 
stationed  J.    And  "The  Sun  of  Rigtheousncss"  (so 
our  Lord  is  called)  is  said  to  emit  his  first  beams  of 
glory,  his  "day-star,"  from  that  quarter §.  Hence, 
the  Jews  appear  to  have   reckoned  their  cardinal 
points  by  supposing  a  person  to  face  the  East,  as  the 
first  and  principal  quarter  of  the  heavens.    To  a  man 
so  stationed,  the  South  is  on   his  right  hapd,  the 
North  on  his  left,  and  the  West  behind  him.  In 
consequence  of  this  distribution,  the  Syrians,  who 
were  to  the  East  of  Israel,  are  said  to  be  "  before 
u  Israel;"  the  Philistines,  who  dwelt  to  the  West, 

•  A  voice  from  the  fomr  winds. 

t  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  vi.  c.  5.  Euseb.  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  Hi.  c.  8.— The 
space  comprehended  under  "  the  four  winds,"  is  paraphrased  by  our 
Lord  in  these  words,  "  from  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth  to  the 
i*  uttermost  part  of  Heaven  j"  Mark  xiii.27. 

I  Numb.  ii.  3.  iii.  38.  $  Ezek.  Xliii.  2.  Matt.  ii.  2.  xxiv.  27. 

"  behind" 
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11  behind*  them.  Hobah  is  described  as  on  the  "  left 
"  hand  of  Damascus,"  because  it  lay  to  the  North  of 
that  city  *.  The  Europeans,  on  the  contrary,  have 
made  the  North  their  first  and  fronting  point,  and, 
as  such,  have  placed  it  at  the  top  of  their  maps. 
And  from  this  cause,  in  political  geography,  the 
eastern  bank  of  a  river  f  is  termed  its  right  bank, 
the  western  its  left.  This  division  is  as  ancient  as 
the  times  of  Homer :  — 

EiJW  xpiTtp*  roiyt,  zitli  $$0»4jp9iAh 

Iliad  xii. 

. 

The  angel  who  now  appears  upon  the  earth  to  the 
angels  stationed  at  its  four  corners,  comes  from  the 
Divine  presence,  with  a  Divine  commission,  of  which 
the  seal  he  bears  is  a  mark  and  earnest. 

Ib.  A  seal  of  the  Living  God.]  Seals  were  in  use 
with  ancient  nations  to  secure  possessions  § ;  each 
person  having  his  peculiar  mark  which  ascertained 
the  property  to  be  his  own. — Signare,  quid  est  nisi 
proprium  aliquid  ponere?  Ideo  rei  ponis  signum,  ne 
res,  cum  aliis  confusa,  a  te  non  possit  agnosci  |. 
Hence  the  seal  of  God  is  his  mark  by  which  He 

» 

•  **  ■ 

•  Gen.  xiv.  15. — And  from  this  usage,  it  has  been  observed,  that 
the  same  word  in  Hebrew,  which  is  applied  to  siguify  the  South, 
signifies  also  ihe  right  hand, 
t  Instance  the  Rhine. 

I  Ye  vagrants  of  the  sky,  your  wings  extend, 
Or  where  the  Suns  arise,  or  where  descend , 
To  right,  to  left  . 

Pope,  line  27$. 

f  Job  xiv.  17.  Matt,  xxvii.  66, 

f!  Augustin.  in  Johann.  vi. — What  is  sealing,  but  marking  a  thing 
as  your  own  ?  You  place  a  mark  on  the  thing,  lest,  being  mixed  with 
other  things,  it  may  not  be  known  by  you, 

"  knoweth 
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,  "  knoweth  them  that  are  his*."  Under  the  Law  of 
Moses,  circumcision  is  represented  to  be  the  seal 
which  separated  the  people  of  God  from  "  the  hea- 
"  then  who  did  not  call  upon  his  namef."  And, 
in  this  sense  the  sacrament  of  baptism,  succeeding 
to  circumcision,  was  called  by  the  fathers  of  the 
Church,  the  Seal  of  God:%  but  in  the  Gospel,  this 
divine  seal  is  more  accurately  described  to  be  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God.  They  who  have  this  Spirit,  are 
marked  as  His  §.  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  represent- 
ed as  possessing  eminently  this  mark  ||.  Generally, 
all  * '  who  name  the  name  of  Christ,  and  depart  from 
"iniquity,"  are  said  to  be  thus  divinely  sealed  ^f. 
By  the  seal  of  God,  then,  is  signified  that  impression 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  the  heart  of  man,  which  pre- 
serves in  it  the  principles  of  pure  faith,  producing 
fruits  of  piety  and  virtue.  This  is  the  seal  which 
marks  the  Christian,  as  the  property  of  the  Almighty, 
and  consequently  under  his  providential  protection. 

Ver.  3.  Until  we  shall  have  sealed  the  servants  of 
our  God  upon  their  foreheads.]  The  sweeping  de- 
struction, by  the  winds  of  heaven,  which  is  to  level 
every  thing  in  this  world  in  one  common  devastation, 
is  withholden  by  Divine  command,  until  the  servants 
of  God  shall  be  so  marked  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  as 
to  be  separated  and  saved  apart  from  those  whom  he 
now  consigns  to  punishment.  The  sealed  mark  is  said 
to  be  impressed  upon  the forehead;  because  on  this  con- 

•  2  Tim.  ii.  lp.  |  Rom.  iv.  H, 

X  Euseb.  Hist.  Ecct.  lib.  in.  i.  23.— See  many  more  instances  of 

this,  produced  by  Grabe,  in  his  notes  to  the  Spkilegium,  sect.i. 

p.  331. 

$  2  Cor.  i.  29.  Epb.  i.  13.  iv.  30.  ||  John  vi.  27. 

%  2  Tim.  ii.  19. 

1  spicuous 
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spicuous  part  of  the  person,  distinguishing  ornaments  . 
were  worn  by  the  eastern  nations  *  Slaves  also  were 
marked  upon  their  for eheads,  as  the  property  of  their 
masters  t«  But  the  passage  will  receive  more  particu- 
lar illustration,  by  a  comparison  with  the  ninth  chap* 
ter  of  Ezekiel,  which,  foretelling  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem,  represents  the  ministers  of  Divine  ven- 
geance prepared  to  strike;  when  another  angel  is  com- 
manded to  mark  on  the  forehead  the  servants  of  God, 
who  are  to  be  saved  from  the  calamity.  This  pro- 
phecy of  Ezekiel  was  fulfilled  at1  the  taking  of  the  city 
by  the  Chaldeans,  when  "  a  remnant  was  saved,"  and 
.  many  of  the  righteous  Jews,  as  Daniel  and  his  com- 
panions, were  promoted  to  honour.  And  again  it 
was  fulfilled  at  the  final  overthrow  of  Jerusalem  by 
the  Romans;  when  the  Christians,  forewarned  by 
their  Saviour^,  retired  to  Pella,  and  were  saved  i. 
But  a  more  universal  accomplishment  still  awaits  this 
prophecy,  when,  together  with  those  of  Is.  xiii.  xxvi. 
Zeph.  ii.  3.  Mic.  vii.  Hab,  i.  Mai.  iv.  Matt  xxiv. 
2  Thess.  i.  7.  10.  2  Pet.  iii.  10,  and  this  of  the  sixth 
seal,  it  shall  receive  its  final  completion,  in  the  last 
days  of  vengeance,  previous  to  the  destruction  of  this 
globe.  Of  the  manner  in  which  the  sealed  of  God 
shall  be  delivered  in  that  day,  we  can  speak  no  far- 
ther than  the  assurances  of  other  passages  of  Scrip- 
ture seem  to  warrant.  Saint  Paul  assures  us,  that,  in 
the  great  day  of  the  Lord,  the  pious  Christians  then 

•  Gen.  xxiv.  22.  marg.  note ;  which  seems  to  be  the  true  read- 
ing. Exod.  xxviii.  38.  Eaek.  xvi.  12.  Deut.  vi.  8.  2  Esd.  ii.  38. 

+  Grotius,  inloc.    Aiede's  Works,  p.  511.   Jortin  on  Eccl.Hitt. 
iii.  219.  iv.  371. 

:  Matt,  xxiv,  §  Euseb.  Ecd.  Hist.  lib.  iii.  a  5. 

alive, 
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alive,  shall  be  caught  up  to  the  Lord  *  by  a  glorious 
deliverance;  which  seems  to  accord  with  that  de- 
scribed in  the  prophecy  now  before  us. 

Ver.  4.  One-hundred- and-fvrty-f our  thousand  were 
sealed  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  the  sons  of  Israel]  On 
this  passage  I  remark,  first,  that,  according  to  the 
Gospel,  "  Salvation  is  to  the  Jew Jirst,  then  also  to 
"  the  Gentile  f."  And  we  are  instructed,  that  "God 
u  hath  not  cast  away  his  people  that,  u  though 
"  blindness  in  part  has  happened  unto  Israel,"  yet, 
M  after  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  is  come  in,  all  Is- 
"  rael  shall  be  saved  J."  Now,  as  the  prophecy  which 
engages  our  present  attention,  is  of  the  last  times, 
the  times  immediately  preceding  the  great  day  of  the 
Lord  ;  so  the  Jews  will  by  that  time,  if  ever,  be  re- 
stored to  the  Church  §.  This  body  of  the  sealed 
may  therefore  be,  literally,  of  the  tribes  of  Israel. 
Or,  secondly,  the  Israel  here  may  be,  under  the 
New  Testament,  the  purer  Gentile  Church,  called 
also  in  Scripture,  4<  the  Israel  of  God\\;"  of  which 
the  ancient  Israel  is  the  original  root  % ;  on  which 
root  the  Gentile  Church  being  engrafted**,  receives 
for  a  time  the  name,  the  privileges,  and  the  honours 
of  that  rejected  people,  being  now  the  "  chosen  peo- 
"  pie,"  the  "holy  nation,"  "  the  temple  of  the  Liv- 
ing  God  ff."  Such  is  the  language  of  Scripture  in 
general,  applying  the  name  and  privileges  of  Israel 
to  the  Christian  Church ;  such  it  will  be  seen  also  in 

• 

*  1  Thess.  iv.  7.    •        1  Rom.  i.  l6.  ii.  9,  10.  Matt.  xv.  24. 
J  Rom.  xi.  25,  26\  §  Rom.  xi.  15— S6. 

U  Gal.  vi.  16.  Phil.  iii.  5.  Col.  ii.  11.  f  Rom.  xii.  17.  22. 

••Rom.  xi.  18,  19. 

fT  Tit.  ii.  14.    Hcb.  viii.  10.    1  Pet.ii.  6—11. 

this 
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this  book  of  Revelation  #.  In  chapter  xiv,  the  hundred - 
and-forty-four  thousand,  having  the  name  of  the  Father 
and  of  the  Son  on  their  foreheads,  appear  again  in 
the  train  of  their  Lord,  and  are  expressly  said  to  be 
"  redeemed  from  among  men,  a  first  fruit  to  God 
"  and  to  the  Lamb.*'  There  seems  no  expression  here 
sufficient  to  determine  whether  the  144,000  be  lineal 
or  adopted  Israelites.  The  word  "first fruit,"  may 
be  thought  to  favour  the  former  interpretation,  be- 
cause the  first  converts  to  Christianity  were  certainly 
Israelites ;  and  Saint  James,  writing  his  Epistle  to  the 
twelve  tribes,  calls  them,  together  with  himself  (a 
lineal  Israelite)  "  a  kind  of  first  fruit  of  God's  crea- 
"turesf."  But  concerning  the  interpretation  of  an 
unaccomplished  prophecy,  we  must  not  be  positive ; 
it  may  be  fulfilled  in  either  way  ;  or  in  a  way  which 
we  cannot  at  present  conceive. 

Thirdly ;  the  number  of  the  sealed,  whether  they 
be  original  Israelites  or  not,  expresses  fulness  and  per* 
fection,  having  been  observed  to  amount  to  a  mul- 
tiplication of  the  complete  square  root  of  the  number 
of  the  tribes,  or  perhaps  of  the  Twelve  Apostles,  on 
whom,  as  a  foundation,  the  Christian  Church  is  said 
to  be  erected  J ;  as  will  more  particularly  appear  in 
Rev.  xxi.  10.  14. 

Fourthly ;  to  the  reader,  who  compares  the  names 
of  the  tribes,  and  their  order,  as  exhibited  in  this 
passage,  with  parallel  places  in  the  Bible,  some  pecu- 
liarities will  appear.  The  chief  of  which  peculiarities 
ate,  that  the  tribe  of  Dan  is  omitted,  and  that  of 
Levi,  which,  being  dispersed  among  the  other  tribes 
for  the  purposes  of  ministration,  had  no  allotment  in 

♦ 

•  See  ch.  ii.  9.  and  the  note.  +  James  i.  18. 

%  1  Kings  xviii.  31.  Luke  xxii.  30.  Eph.  ii.  20. 

Canaan, 
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Canaan,  is  taken  into  its  place.    A  reason  may  be 
assigned  for  the  re-admission  of  Levi.    This  tribe  had 
been  excluded,  because,  separated  for  the  priesthood, 
it  had  its  provision  in  another  form  ;  but  now  being 
to  enter  on  the  heavenly  Canaan,  where  there  is  no 
temple* ;  where  all  are  priests  to  God  f ;  there  is  no 
longer  need  of  a  peculiar  priesthood:  and  therefore 
this  tribe  seems  properly  to  resume  its  ancient  sta- 
tion among  the  brethren.    For  the  omission  of  Dan, 
the  reason  commonly  given,  is,  that  this  tribe,  by  its 
early  apostacy,   became  the  common  receptacle  of 
idols,  and  corruptor  of  the  rest  J,    The  same  cause 
is  assigned  for  the  omission  of  the  name  of  Ephrai'm  ; 
the  name  of  Joseph,  the  father,  being  here  used  in- 
stead      There  appears  to  have  been  an  aifcient  notion 
or  tradition  in  the  Church,  mentioned  in  the  fourth 
century  by  Jerome,  Ambrose,  and  by  Gregory  Nazi- 
anzene,  that  when  Antichrist  should  come,  he  should 
be  a  Jew,  and  of  the  tribe  of  Dan ;  which  opinion 
might  take  its  rise,  in  some  degree,  from  this  omis- 
sion of  Dan  amongst  the  sealed  ;  though  we  may  trace 
it  in  Irenaeus  ||,  who  seems  to  have  collected  this  no- 
tion principally  from  Jer.  viii.  1& 

Ver.  9.  Lo  !  a  great  multitude,  which  no  one  could 
number,  from  all  nations;  &c.}  The  one-hundred-and- 
forty-four  thousand  of  the  sealed,  the  first  fruits  to 
Christ,  having  led  the  way,  the  Gentiles,  afterwards 
converted,  follow,  are  incorporated  with  them  f ,  and 
are  presented  before  the  throne,  clothed  in  white 
robes,  washed  pure  from  their  sins  bearing  palm- 
branches,    the  signals  if  joy  and  festivityft ,  and 

*  Rev.  xxi.  22.  +  Rev.  v.  10.  J  Jodg.  xvii. 

$t  Sue  Metis's  Works/  p.  455.  If  T>e  H seres,  lib.  v.  cap.  30. 

5F  GaL  iiu  28.  Col.  iii.  IU  •*  See  note,  cli.  iii.  4,  5. 

if  Leviu  xiii.  40. 

victory 
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victory.  They  ascribe  their  Salvation  to  God  and 
their  Redeemer.  And  the  heavenly  angels  close  around 
them,  and  rejoicing  at  their  redemption  *,  unite  in  a 
chorus  of  praise. 

Ver.  IS.  Who  are  they,  and  whence  came  they  ?]  To 
assist  us  in  answering  this  question,  and  in  determining 
who  are  the  persons  composing  this  multitude  of  palm- 
bearing  Saints,  we  have  an  heavenly  Interpreter ;  from 
whom  we  learn,  that  "  they  are  come  out  of  the 
|  M  great  tribulation,"  en  r%c  Ski&us  r^c  iuytthw :  not,  as 
it  is  generally  translated,  "  out  of  great  tribulation," 
but  out  of  the  great  tribulation,  that  particular  tri- 
bulation, for  which  sucji  preparation  was  made  by  the 
ministers  of  Gods  wrath,  in  the  beginning  of  this 
chapter,  and  from  which  the  sealed  only  are  enabled 
to  escape  f.  Yet  it  may  be  said,  this  multitude  is 
not  of  the  one-hundred-and-forty-four  thousand,  who 
alone  are  described  as  sealed.  But,  observe  the  re- 
mainder of  the  description.  They  are  said  by  the 
elder  to  "  have  washed  their  robes,  and  made  white 
«'  their  robes  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb."  And  what 
is  this,  when  rendered  by  plain  language,  but  that, 
through  faith  in  their  Redeemer,  they  are  purified  from 
sin  ?  Which  is  only  another  mode  of  expressing  that 
they  are  sealed  as  Christ's  property^.  Therefore  the 
whole  body,  taken  together,  first  of  the  one-hundred- 
and-forty-four  thousand,  then  of  the  great  multitude 
from  all  nations  added  to  them,  seems  to  express  the 
vhole  Christian  Church,  from  the  time  of  Christ  to  the 
great  and  last  day.  It  is  the  New  Jerusalem,  as 
described  in  ch.  xxi,  which  has  its  foundation  on  the 

•  Luke  xv.  10. 

t  So  TertulHan  appears  to  have  read  and  unefcrctood  it,  in  the 
second  century  ;  "  ex  Hid  pressura  magna."    Scorpiace,  sect.  12. 
I  See  note,  ch.  vii.  2. 

Twelve 
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Twelve  Apostles.  So,  to  compose  this  assembly  We 
have,  first,  the  Judai-Christian  Church,  which  was 
the  first-fruits ;  then,  the  Gentile  Churches  which 
were  received  into  it.  And,  as  we  are  expressly  in- 
formed by  Saint  Paul  *  that  the  pious  Christians, 
who,  previously  to  the  last  day,  shall  be  buried  in 
the  sleep  of  death,  will  not  be  postponed  to  those  who 
are  caught  up  alive  to  meet  their  Lord,  so  we  may 
properly  suppose  this  great  multitude  to  contain  also 
those  that  sleep  in  Christ.  And  thus  it  is  the  com- 
plete collection  of  the  redeemed  from  earth,  of  all 
ages  and  nations;  who,  adhering  to  their  allegi- 
ance and  duty,  shall  escape  out  of  11  the  great 
*'  tribulation,"  which  is  the  peculiar  burthen  of  this 
prophecy.  The  terrible  calamities  of  these  latter  days 
are  by  our  Lord  represented  under  the  very  same 
terms,  9Ai%|/i?  tuyxXy,  "great  tribulation  t,"  and  after 
describing  them  he  assures  us,  that  he  shall  "  send 
"  forth  his  augels,  and  gather  together  his  elect,  from 
"  the  Jour  winds,  from  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth 
"to  the  uttermost  part  of  heaven  J."  These  four 
winds  are  in  this  prophecy  described  as  devastating 
that  earth,  from  which  the  sealed,  in  the  words  of 
this  Prophecy,  and  the  elect  in  those  of  our  Saviour, 
are  to  be  delivered,  and  collected  unto  his  presence, 
as  is  here  represented.  It  was  from  a  justly  founded 
expectation  of  this  signal  deliverance,  that  the  Apos- 
tles (who  appear  not  to  have  known  the  particular 
time  and  season  of  this  visitation,  concealed  even 
from  angels  §)  exhorted  the  faithful  disciples,  as  their 
Lord  had  done  before  them  ||,  to  lift  up  their  heads, 


•  1  Thess.  iv.  15. 

t  Matt.  xxiv.  SI.  Mark  xiii.  19,  2*. 
S  Matt.  xxiv.  36.  Acts  i.  7* 


;  Mark  xiii.  27. 
H  Luke  xxi.  28. 


and 
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and  look  with  joyful  expectation  to  these  days  of 
vengeance,  knowing  themselves  not  to  be  appointed  to 
wrath,  but  to  Salvation,  whether  they  be  found  among 
the  dead  or  among  the  living,  at  that  aweful  hour*. 

Ver.  15.  Therefore,  &c]  The  remaining  part  of 
this  chapter  contains  a  figurative  description,  very 
simple  and -very  interesting,  of  the  future  happiness 
of  this  redeemed  multitude.  But  the  interpretation  of 
it  is  so  obvious,  to  those  who  are  in  the  least  degree 
acquainted  with  the  language  of  Scripture,  that  I 
shall  content  myself  with  referring  to  some  of  the 
principal  passages  of  the  Old  and '  New  Testament, 
where  the  same  figurative  language  is  applied  in  the 
same  manner. 

Ib.  Serve  him,  &c]  Ezek.  xxxvii.  23.  28.  Psalm 
xvi,  cxl.  13.  Is.  xxxii.  17.  lvii.  15,  ixv.  Ezra  ix.  8. 
John  xiv.  23.  Eph.  iii.  17.  2  Cor.  iv.  16\  1  John 
in.  24. 

Ver.  16.  Hunger— thirst,  Sec]  Is.  xxxii.  2.  Ixv. 
13.  xiix.  10.  Ezek.  xxxiv.  29-  John  vi.  14,  35. 

Ver.  17.  Like  a  Shepherd.]  Is.  xL  11.  xlix.  10. 
Psalm  xxiii.  1.  lxxx.  1.  Jer.  xxxi.  10.  And  see  note, 
ch.  ii.  27. 

Ib.  Tear.]    Is.  xxx.  19.  xxv.  8. 

Let  the  reader  now  compare  the  happiness  of  this 
palm-bearing  multitude,  as  here  described,  with  that 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  in  ch. 
xxi.  14 ;  and  he  will  probably  determine  the  two  pe- 
riods to  be  the  same.  Of  none  other  but  of  happi- 
ness in  heaven  can  it  be  affirmed,  (as  is  affirmed  of 

•  1  Thess.  v.  1.  12.  2  Thcw.  ii.  1.  17.  Janic*  v.  7,  8.  1  Pet.  iv. 
13.   2  Pet.  iii.  12,  13. 

both 
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both  these,)  that  pain,  aud  sorrow,  and  hunger  and 
thirst,  shall  then  be  no  more,  under  the  reign  of 
the  Lamb,  who  "  shall  wipe  away  every  tear  from 
"  their  eyes."  Joseph  Mede  observed  this  synchro- 
nism * ;  but  has  applied  it,  as  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
improperly,  to  an  earthly  millennium,  or  reign  of 
Christ  and  his  saints  on  earth.  The  expression  of 
perfect  felicity  in  both  passages  are  by  much  too 
exalted  to  bear  application  to  any  thing  possible 
under  the  present  constitution  of  things.  They  can 
be  fulfilled  only  in  heaven  ;  or  in  an  heaven  upon 
earth,  (which  is  much  the  same  thing)  succeeding 
to  the  destruction  and  regeneration  of  the  present 
globe  f. 

Having  thus  formed,  upon  the  scriptural  grounds 
above  stated,  this  notion  of  the  application  of  this 
prophecy,  I  found  myself,  when  I  came  to  read  the 
exposition  of  some  eminent  commentators,  little  dis- 
posed to  subscribe  to  their  opinions,  which  represent 
this  seventh  chapter  of  the  Apocalypse  as  containing 
"  a  description  of  the  state  of  the  church  in  Constan- 
"  tines  time;  of  the  peace  and  protection  that  it 
"  should  enjoy  under  the  civil  powers,  and  the  great 
"  accession  which  should  be  made  to  it  both  of  Jews  and 
"  Gentiles  J."  Now  the  history  of  this  period,  faith- 
fully related,  informs  us,  that  although  the  Christian 
Church  was  delivered  from  persecution,  and  ad- 
vanced in  worldly  consideration  and  power,  yet  did 
it  acquire  no  real  accession  of  worth,  dignity,  or 
exaltation,  by  its  connexion  with  the  imperial  throne. 
Nay,  from  that  very  time,  its  degeneracy  and  cor- 

*  Clav.  Apocalypt.  pars  ii.  sjrn.  vii.  f  See  notes,  cb.  xxi. 

f  Daubuz,  Bishop  Newton,  &c.  &c. 

ruption 
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ruption  are  most  indubitably  to  be  dated.  From  that 
period,  worldly  power  and  riches  became  the  objects  of 
its  leaders,  not  purity  and  virtue.  Many  entered  the 
Christian  Church,  and  obtained  its  honours  and  dig- 
nities, by  base  dissimulation  of  their  principles,  to 
please  the  emperor,  and  recommend  themselves  to 
his  favour*.  And  the  consequent  extension  of  the 
Christian  Religion  among  the  heathen  nations  was, 
as  Mosheim  observes,  in  name,  not  in  reality  f-  The 
worldly  professors  of  Christianity  in  this  century 
were  so  far  from  fulfilling  the  prophecy,  by  "  wash- 
"  ing  their  robes  white,"  and  by  being  fed  and.  con- 
ducted by  the  Lamb,  that  they  appear  rather  to  have 
assumed  the  hue  of  another  leader,  the  fire-coloured 
dragon,  and  to  have  greedily  sought  from  him  those 
worldly  riches  and  that  power,  which  their  Lord  had 
refused  at  his  hands  J.  This  grand  enemy  of  the 
Christian  Church,  the  devil,  had  begun  his  attack  upon 
her,  first,  by  the  terrors  of  persecution.  He  failed  in 
this  attempt:  the  blood  of  the  Martyrs  became  the 
seed  of  the  Church.  He  then  changed  his  mode 
of  operation.  He  beguiled  the  Christians  with  the 
promise  of  worldly  power  and  splendour :  and  it  was 
from  this  succcsful  mode  of  corruption,  that  he  was 
at  length  enabled  to  produce  Antichrist ; — 

—  Captique  dolis  —  — 

Quos  neque  Tydides  nec  Larisscous  Achilles, 
Non  auni  doaiuere  decern,  uon  mille  carina? ! 

JEvtio.  ii. 

*  Euseb.  de  Vit.  Constant,  lib.  iv.  c.  54. 
f  Eccl.  Hist.  cent.  *.  J  Matt.  iv.  9. 

%  Thus  Satan  sped,  and  fix'd  his  artful  reign 
Where  ten  years'  persecution  rag'd  in  vaiu. 
The  last  great  persecution  under  Diot  lesian  continued  almost  ten  years. 

Quotations 
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Quotations  might  easily  be  multiplied  from  co- 
temporary  authors,  and  from  learned  and  judicious 
writers  of  later  date,  to  shew  by  their  testimony,  that 
this  is  the  true  history  of  the  Christian  Church  in  the 
fourth  century.    I  shall  content  myself  with  a  few. 

Gregory  of  Nazianzum  will  be  allowed  to  be  a 
most  unexceptionable  witness,  both  as  to  character, 
and  as  to  the  time  in  which  he  wrote  ;  about  the 
middle  of  the  fourth  century. 

This  writer,  speaking  of  the  Emperor  Julian,  says,* 
"  It  was  not  long  before  this  (power  of  injuring 
"  the  Christians)  was  afforded  him  against  us,  by 
"  the  abounding  wickedness  of  the  many,  and  by 
11  the  prosperity  of  the  Christians,  verging,  as  one 
"  may  say,  from  the  highest  pitch  to  a  contrary 
91  change,  and  the  power,  and  the  honour,  and  the 
"plenty,  by  which  we  were  become  insolent."  Then, 
after  asserting  the  danger  of  prosperity,  and  support- 
ing his  assertion  by  quotations  from  Scripture,  he 
continues;  "  For  having  been  exalted  when  we  were 
"  meek  and  moderate,  and  by  degrees  advanced,  so 
"  as  to  arrive,  under  the  Divine  conduct,  to  so  great 
"  a  figure  and  multitude,  when  we  were  fed  up  we 
"  kicked,  and  when  we  were  enlarged  and  set  at  liberty 
M  we  were  reduced  and  narrowed  :  and  that  glory  and 
M  power,  which  we  had  acquired  in  persecutions  and 
"  afflictions,  we  lost  in  prosperity."    Jerome  wrote  at 

*  Ov  zroku  to  n  tAtru,  xxi  txvthi  Ufeww  xvTu  x*6'  i>fjLU9,  i  «X»9w0f«ra 
rm  ooAA*r>  awyua,  xai  i  t*  axfvr,  is  at  timi  Tit,  XfiartxM  tvtt-i*  njir 
ttarriaf  $,tw*  fUT*CoXu»,  mm  *  tfraix,  kxi  n  rtpn,  xat  o  tops,  in  vCfi- 
rapi,.  Hum  yov*  v4*rdi»rif,  en  n'Atf  rniuxtis  n  xai  yuir^ot,  xxi  xxra  f^xfot 
m>fy&mt  us  to3i  to  <rx^*«  *»<  xaXnOos  <rv*  y^^xyijyta  0i«  tsxooiX0m,  i'*x* 
•fcvavftyuir,  t<nuf t*<t«jai, ,  xmt  wx*  tfr^rvth^t  i<rrirox*r'V"*  **'  •» 
rots  Zutytnots  xxi  rxts  $)*4*<n  *vwXi|«*«0*  Jo|»ir  xau  faof*n,  rxvrm  tv  «$«t- 
mfr  vvntormfun    Omt.  iii.  p.  62,  edit.  Morelli. 

t  %  the 
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the  close  of  this  century,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the 
next  This  learned  and  able  Father,  speaking  of  the 
Christian  Church,  says,  "  After  it  came  to  the  Chris- 
"tian  emperors,  in  power  indeed  and  in  riches  it 
"  became  greater,  but  in  virtues  less  V  *  These 
ancient  cotemporary  testimonies  are  far  superior 
in  credibility  to  those  of  Eusebius  and  Lactantius, 
quoted  by  Bishop  Newton,  to  shew  the  beat  a  tran- 
quillitasy  the  rare  felicity,  of  the  Church,  from  the 
time  the  emperors  became  Christian.  And  this,  not 
from  the  superior  veracity  or  judgment  of  the  writers, 
but  because  Eusebius  and  Lactantius  lived  at  the  time 
when  the  change  was  taking  place,  and  seeing  the 
Church  delivered  from  persecution,  and  supported  by 
the  supreme  power,  they  naturally  promised  to  them- 
selves and  their  successors  the  most  flourishing  pro- 
sperity.  But  Gregory  and  Jerome  lived  a  generation 
or  two  later,  and  had  thereby  the  opportunity  of  see- 
ing the  actual  effects  of  these  measures,  which  proved 
highly  detrimental  to  the  true  prosperity  of  the  Church, 
and  are  acknowledged  to  be  so  by  all  our  judicious 
writers  on  Ecclesiastical  History. 

The  learned  Dr.  Jortin  seems  to  have  had  this 
passage  "of  Jerome  in  mind,  when,  introducing  his 
remarks  on  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  times  of 
Constantine,  he  mentions  his  subject  in  these  words;' 
"  The  Church  of  Christ  increasing  in  splendour,  and 
"decreasing  in  virtue f."    And  to  these  times  of 

•  Scribere  enim  dispoBui,  ab  adventu  Salvatorit  usque  ad  nostram 
«tatem ;  id  est,  ab  apostolis  usque  ad  nostri  temporis  fecem  ;  quoroodo, 
et  per  quos,  Christi  Ecclesia  nata  sit,  et  adulta  persecutionibus 
creverit,  martyriis  coronata  sit ;  et  postquam  ad  Christians  principes 
venit,  potentid  quidem  et  divitiis  major,  sed  virtutibus  minor  facta 
•it.  Hieron.  de  VitfrMalchij  torn.  i.  p.  116,  edit.  Basil. 

t  Dedication  to  vol.  iii. 

Constant!  ue, 
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Constantine,  he  justly  attributes  the  rise  of  those 
two  most  pernicious  maxims  in  the  Church;  1st, 
that  her  interests  may  be  laudably  served  by  deceit 
and  lying;  and  Sdly,  that  heretics  are  to  be  punish- 
ed with  civil  penalties,  aud  corporal  punishments. 
By  such  steps,  not  Christianity,  but  Antichristianity 
was  advanced.  "  The  number  of  immoral  and  un- 
*  worthy  Christians,"  continues  this  author,  14  began  so 
"  to  increase,  that  the  examples  of  real  piety  and  vir- 
Xi  tue  became  extremely  rare.n 

SpanheinTs  observations  on  this  part  of  ecclesias- 
tical history  are  to  the  same  effect:  M  Luxus  glis- 
"  cens  in  ecclesiam  cum  opibus,  dignitatibus,  am- 
"bitione,  supcrbia  clericorum,  et  requie  a  persecu- 
M  tionibus,  sab  Christianis  jam  principibus,  unde 
"morum,  corruptio;  &cV 

Mosheim,  having  produced  some  strong  facts,  as 
specimens  of  the  degenerate  state  of  Christianity  in 
this  century,  adds ;  M  the  discerning  reader  will  easily 
"  perceive  what  detriment  the  church  received  from 
M  the  peace  and  prosperity  procured  by  Constantinef." 
Joseph  Mede,  speaking  of  this  century,  says;  M  Alas! 
"  now  began  the  v^ot  K&iqot,  or  latter  times  ;  this  was 
"  the  fatal  time,  and  thus  was  the  Christian  apostacy 
"  to  be  ushered  in  :  if  they  had  known  this,  it  would 
"  have  turned  their  joyous  shoutings  and  triumphs 

"  into  mourning:};."  "  Alas  !  (says  an  eloquent  and 

u  learned  writer  of  our  own  times;  from  the  very 
11  aera  of  the  security,  prosperity,  and  splendour  of 
4<  the  Christian  Church,  we  must  date  the  decay 
cl  of  the  true  spirit  of  Christianity  !  tlonour,  wealth, 
"and  power,  soon  excited  pride,  avarice,  ambition: 

*  Introduct.  ad  Hist.  Nov.  Test.  torn.  i.  p.  373. 

t  Eccl.  Hi*.  <*nt.  iv.  part  ii.  c.  3.  %  Works,  p.  680. 
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u  and  the  contests  for  these  worldly  advantages  were 
u  but  too  often  carried  on  with  the  greatest  ani- 
"mosity,  under  pretence  of  contending  for  the 
"faith*" 

The  six  first  seals  having  been  now  opened,  and 
their  contents  exposed,  and  appearing  to  contain  an 
unity  within  themselves;  before  we  proceed  to  new 
naatter,  Ictus  review  them.  They  contain,  accord- 
ing to  this  our  interpretation,  a  short,  rapid,  and  ge- 
neral sketch  of  the  progress  of  Christianity,  from  its 
establishment  to  the  end  of  time ;  f  rom  the  first,  to 
the  final,  coming  of  our  Lord.  (1.)  We  see  this  Re- 
ligion setting  forth  in  purity,  with  primitive  piety  and 
charity,  in  which  array  we  are  assured  it  shall  prosper, 
both  at  its  first  outset,  and  at  the  last.  But  between 
these  two  periods,  of  commencement,  and  of  final 
victory  and  prosperity,  there  are  intermediate  ages: 
and  in  the  progress  of  the  Church  through  these, 
the  form  of  Christianity  changes ;  she  is  no  longer  the 
same;  for,  (<J.)  a  ^fire-coloured  hue  succeeds  to  white. 
Unchristian  animosities  and  contentions,  then  becoming 
general,  proceed  even  to  mutual  bloodshed  and  slaugh- 
ter. (3.)  The  form  changes  again,  and  for  the  worse. 
Under  the  cover  of  dark  ignorance  and  superstition, 
the  agents  of  the  enemy  fix  a  yoke  of  unauthorized  ob- 
servances on  the  necks  of  the  disciples,  and  thereby 
make  the  passage  easy  for  (4.)  another  and  still  more 
fatal  change,  when  true  Religion  is  so  completely 
banished  from  that  which  bears  the  name  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  xhat  they,  who  continue  to  practise  it  in 
its  purity,  become  objects  of  hatred  aud  of  persecution 

•  Bishop  Lowtb'«  Visitation  Sermon,  1758. 

to 
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to  the  powers  ruling  under  the  Christian  name. 
(5.)  Then  comes  the  cry  of  the  Martyrs,  bursting  forth 
from  this  persecution,  and  continuing  through  a  long 
period.  (6.)  But  the  day  of  Divine  vengeance,  al- 
though delayed,  will  come ;  when  they,  who  have  the 
mark  of  true  Christian  faith  and  purity,  shall  be  saved 
triumphantly  from  the  never-ending  calamities  which 
shall  overwhelm  their  euemies,  the  enemies  of  Christ. 

Such  appears  to  be  this  general  outline  of  the 
Christian  history.    Many  important  intervals  remain 
yet  to  be  filled  up,  under  the  seventh  seal,  which  will 
be  found  to  contain  all  the  prophecies  remaining ;  and, 
by  tracing  the  history  over  again,  to  supply  many 
events  which  were  only  touched  upon  before.  This 
method  of  Divine  prediction,  presenting,  at  first,  a  ge- 
neral sketch  or  outline,  and  afterwards  a  more  com- 
plete and  finished  colouring  of  events,  is  not  peculiar 
to  this  prophetical  book.    It  is  the  just  observation  of 
Sir  Isaac  Newton,  that  "  the  Prophecies  of  Daniel  are 
"  all  of  them  related  to  each  other;''  and  that  "  every 
"following  prophecy  adds  something  new  to  the 
"  former  V  We  may  add  to  this  observation,  that  the 
same  empires  in  Daniel  are  represented  by  various  types 
and  symbols.    The  four  parts  of  the  Image,  and  the 
four  Beasts,  are  varied  symbols  of  the  same  Empires. 
The  Bear  and  the  He-Goat,  in  different  visions,  repre- 
sent the  same  original:  and  so  do  the  Ram  and  the 
Leopard.    We  are  not  therefore  to  be  surprised,  when 
we  find  the  same  history  of  the  Church  beginning  anew, 
and  appearing  under  other,  yet  corresponding  types; 
thus  filling  up  the  outlines  which  had  been  traced 
before. 

*  On  Daniel,  Part  I.  c  iii. 

THE 
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PART  nr. 

SECTION  I. 

The  opening  of  the  seventh  Seal,  and  the  Commission  to 
,  the  Angels  with  the  seven  Trumpets. 


1  Kai  Sn  fajf, 

It  Tf  tf£OJ  ray  tff  ^^u- 

2  «Jf/o».     Kai  i<5o» 


ca»  auras 


3  vahvfyis.  Ka/aV 

>t,  f f^T)  tVl  TO  $V- 


tuit**r»  woAAa*, 
iw»  Sawrit  T«if  tsrfo- 
o-f  i  ^at/y  r«»  ayt'wt 


friarnfiov  to  Xfv- 
•w  to  Uvvioi  T« 
4  $foiu,    Kai  a>(C>) 


CHAP.  viii.  1 — 5, 

1  And  when  he  opened 
the  seventh  seal,  there 
was  silence  in  heaven, 
as  it  were  half  an  hour. 

2  And  I  saw  the  seven 
Angels  who  stood  be- 
fore God ,  and  to  them 
were  given  seven  trum- 

3  pets.  And  another 
angel  came,  and  was 
stationed  at  the  altar, 
having  a  golden  cen- 
ser:  and  there  was 
given  unto  him  much 
incense,  that  he  should 
offer,  with  the  prayers 
of  all  the  saints,  upon 
the  golden  altar  which 
was  before  the  Throne. 

4  And  the  smoke  of  the 
incense  ascended  with 
the  prayers  of  the 
saiuts,  from  the  hand  of 


And  when  he  had 
opened  the  seventh 
seal,  there  was  silence 
in  heaven  about  the 
space  of  half  an  hour. 
And  I  saw  the  seven 
angels  which  stood  be* 
fore  God;  and  to  them 
were  given  seven  trum- 
pets. And  another  an- 
gel came  and  stood  at 
the  altar,  having  a 
golden  censer ;  and 
there  was  given  unto 
him  much  incense, 
that  he  should  offer  it 
with  the  prayers  of  all 
saints,  upon  the  golden 
altar  which  was  before 
the  throne.  And  the 
smoke  of  the  incense 
which  came  with  the 
prayers  of  the  saints, 
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fuTM  raJs  «rft>- 
wtvyeus  rSn  iyiuy 

hi  x"^f  v* 
X« ,  itvTtm  Th  0i5. 

*rif ,     tytfju&ti  cm*- 

T0»  IK  TW  OVfSf  t£ 

>a»  its  rip  yhy'  xai 


Ver.  1.  There  was  silence  in  heaven,  as  it  were 
half  an  hour.]  Upon  the  opening  of  each  of  the 
former  seals,  a  significant  action  had  immediately 
commenced.  Under  the  four  first  seals,  voices  from 
heaven,  from  the  place  of  representation,  had  invited 
the  Prophet  to  "  come  and  see."  With  the  fifth 
seal,  the  voices  of  the  Martyrs  had  been  heard.  The 
opening  of  the  sixth  seal  had  been  directly  followed 
by  a  representation  of  action  the  most  tremendous,  ac- 
companied and  explained  by  voices,  during  which  the 
prophecy  seemed  to  extend  even  to  the  great  and  last 
day  of  recompense.  Now,  upon  the  opening  of  this 
seventh  and  last  seal,  no  voice  is  heard,  no  representa- 
tion immediately  ensues.  An  aweful  silence  suspends 
the  gratification  of  curiosity.  After  a  solemn  pause, 
preparation  is  made  for  a  new  kind  of  exhibition;  the 
seven  angels  come  forth. 

This  silence  in  heaven  has  been  supposed  to  express, 
or  at  least  to  allude  to,  that  custom  of  the  Jews,  whereby 
they  joined  their  silent  prayers  to  the  offering  of  the 
incense.  But  this  silence  takes  place  before  the  time 
of  incense ;  before  the  angel  takes  his  station  at  the. 

altar. 


the  angel,  before  God. 
5  And  the  angel  took 
the  censer,  and  filled 
it  from  the  fire  of  the 
altar,  and  cast  to 
the  earth;  and  there 
were  voices,  and  thun- 
dering?, and  lightnings, 
and  earthquake. 


ascended  up  before 
God,  cut  of  the  an- 
5  gel's  hand.  And  the 
angel  took  the  censer, 
and  filled  it  with  fire 
of  the  altar,  and  cast 
it  into  the  earth  :  and 

and 


Dings,  and  an  earth- 
quake. 
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altar.  And  there  is  an  intervening  action  between  the 
silence  and  the  offering  of  incense,  namely,  the  pro- 
cession of  the  seven  angels;  each  of  whom  is  presented 
with  his  trumpet.  This  silence,  therefore,  though  it 
may  bear  a  certain  degree  of  allusion  to  the  temple- 
service,  and  may  even  be  supposed  to  continue  during 
the  service  which  follows,  seems  to  be  exhibited  for 
another  purpose;  to  denote,  as  it  appears  to  me,  a  change, 
in  the  mode,  or  in  the  subject  of  the  prophecy ;  to  dis- 
unite the  succeeding  scene  from  thfct  which  had  gone 
before  ;  to  unfold  a  new  chain  of  prediction.  The 
connexion,  which  had  hitherto  united  the  seals,  is 
broken ;  the  seventh  seal  stands  apart ;  and  then  pro- 
duces a  new  method  of  representation,  and  a  new  series 
of  events,  to  which  the  silence  in  heaven,  and  the  offer- 
ing of  incense,  are  preparatory.  But  if  a  new  series  of 
events  is  to  be  exhibited,  whence  are  we  to  expect  that 
it  will  take  its  date  ?  Under  the  sixth  seal,  preceding 
this  which  contains  the  trumpets,  the  rapid  sketch  of 
the  Christian  history  was  brought  down  to  the  last  great 
day  of  recompense.  Where  then  are  we  to  expect  that 
this  renewed  history  will  begin  ?  From  the  earliest 
times  of  Christianity,  or,  to  speak  more  properly,  from 
the  period  when  our  Lord  left  the  world  in  person,  and 
committed  the  Church  to  the  guidance  of  his  Apostles. 
From  this  time,  the  first  seal  takes  its  commencement; 
from,  this  also  the  first  Trumpet.  This  is  the  beginning, 
settled  by  the  agreement  of  divines,  of  the  second 
advent  of  Christ,  the  proper  subject  of  the  Apocalyptic 
Prophecies. 

Ver.  2.  The  seven  angels.']  These  are  not  the  com- 
pany of  angels  employed  under  the  preceding  seal ;  for 
they  were  four.  And  this  seems  to  afford  an  additional 
argument,  that  a  new  kind  of  representation  is. to  be 

expected. 
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expected.  Seven  is  a  number  expressive  of  universality, 
or  completion  ♦.  The  Jew  ish  writers  seem  fond  of  enu- 
merating seven  principal  angels.  But  the  writings,  in 
which  they  are  described,  are,  I  believe,  of  later  date 
than  the  Apocalypse,  and  the  notion  was  probably  de- 
rived from  this  passage  f. 

Ib.  Seven  trumpets.]  The  use  of  the  trumpet  among 
the  people  of  God,  and  its  symbolical  meaning  in  this 
passage,  will  be  explained  under  verse  6\ 

Ver.  3,  4.  A*d  another  angel  came,  and  was  sta- 
tioned at  the  altar  ;  8cc]  This  is  expressly  said  (ver.  3.) 
to  be  "  the  golden  altar,  which  was  before  the  throne.'* 
Upon  this  altar,  which  stood  before  the  Mercy-seat 
(the  local  seat  of  the  Divine  glory  in  the  Temple),  was 
to  be  offered  no  strange  incense  J  ;  no  strange  fire  § ; 
by  no  strange  priest  || :  but  incense,  offered  thereon  by 
the  legal  priests,  was  as  an  atonement  for  the  people^, 
who  accompanied  this  offering  with  their  prayers  *•. 
For  it  was  the  custom  of  devout  people  to  offer  up 
their  prayers  in  the  court  of  the  Temple,  while  the 
priest  was  burning  incense  within  ;  as  may  be  seen  at 
large  in  Luke  i.  o,  10,  £1,  22.  The  angel,  therefore, 
seems  to  represent  a  lawful  priest;  and  the  incense, 
added  to  the  prayers,  a  mode  of  offering,  or  form  of 
worship ft»  probably  the  Christian;  for,  the  incense, 
the  means  of  presenting  the  prayers  unto  God,  is  given 
from  heaven  to  the  angel  or  officiating  priest ;  is  ac- 
companied by  the  prayers  of  the  saints,  who  are  certainly 

•  See  note,  ch.  i.  4. 

f  Tobit  xii.  15,  ou  which  see  Jortin's  Remarks,  i.  1 13 ;  Gray's  Key 
to  the  Old  Testament,  art.  Tobit ;  Mosheim,  Hist.  Led  i.  176. 
X  Exod.  xxx.  9,  38.  §  Levit.  x.  1. 

||  Numb.  xvi.  U  Numb.  xvi.  *6\ 

"  Psalm  cxli.  2.  Luke  i.  10.  ft  See  note,  ch.  v.  I. 

Christians; 


Digitized  by  Google 


APOCALYPSE. 


[Pt.  III.  §  1. 


Christians;  and  ascends  before  the  throne;  which 
implies  that  it  is  accepted  by  the  Almighty  *.  This 
character  can  l>elong  to  no  other  than  the  true  Reli- 
gion f.  The  proper  priest  of  the  Christian  Religion, 
the  only  high  Priest,  is  our  Great  Intercessor  and 
Mediator,  the  Lord  Jesus.  Yet,  powerful  reasons  may 
be  assigned,  to  shew  that  the  officiating  angel,  in  this 
passage*  is  not  this  High  Priest  For,  first,  he  has  no 
distinguishing  attributes,  such  as  mark  this  high  priest 
in  ch.  i.  13,  &c.  He  is  simply  style*!  an  angei,—an- 
other  angel,  that  is,  one  of  the  same  rank  and  descrip- 
tion with  the  seven.  Secondly,  this  oflice  of  burning 
incense,  under  the  Mosaic  dispensation,  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  high  priest;  subordinate  priests  might 
offer  it:  and  the  office  was  generally  discharged  by  the 
priests  of  the  twenty-four  courses.  Zacharias,  who,  in 
Luke  i.  "  burns  incense  with  the  prayers  of  the  people," 
was  of  this  description.  And,  thirdly,  under  the  Gos- 
pel dispensation,  we  find  this  function  of  offering 
spiritual  incense,  committed  to  the  Christian  priesthood 
in  general  J.  So  that  this  angel  may  be  supposed  to 
represent  the  Christian  priesthood  in  general,  as  exer- 
cised in  subordination  to  the  Great  High  Priest. 

This  religion  is  of  heavenly  origin  and  institution  ; 
and  the  smoke  of  its  incense,  or  worship,  ascends  from 
the  hand  of  the  priest  14  before  God." 

Ver.  5.  And  the  angel  took  the  censer,  and  filed  it 
from  the  fire  of  the  altar,  and  cast  to  the  earth;  &c] 
A  question  seems  to  arise  upon  this  passage ;  what  did 
the  angel  cast  to  the  earth?  Our  translators  have  in- 
serted the  pronoun  it;  "  cast  it  to  the  earth;  by  which 
we  must  understand  the  censer.    But  this  construction 

*  See  Acts  x.  4.  f  Mai.  i.  11.    1  Pet.  ii.  5. 

I  Rom.  xv.  16.    1  Pet.  ii.  5. 

.JS 
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if  by  no  means  warranted  by  the  original  *.  But  if  the 
censer  were  not  cast  to  the  earth,  its  contents  must 
have  been  :  and  what  were  they  ?  To  answer  this  ques- 
tion,  we  are  to  observe  the  method  in  which  the  angel 
seems  to  have  proceeded.    He  offered  the  incense,  most 
probably,  not  upon  the  censer,  but  upon  the  altar  ;  the 
golden  altar ;  the  altar  appropriated  for  that  use ;  as 
he  is  expressly  appointed  to  do,  in  the  third  verse.  And 
if  it  seem  an  objection  to  this  supposition,  that  the 
smoke  is  said  to  ascend  from  the  hand  of  the  angel,  it 
may  be  answered,  that  so  it  would,  if,  as  may  seem 
probable,  he  took  the  incense  from  the  censer,  and  with 
his  hand  applied  it  to  the  fire  upon  the  altar.  The 
smoke  would  then  ascend  from  his  hand,  almost  !a 
contact  with  the  fire.    It  would  be  only  in  the  same 
manner,  "from  his  hand,"  if  the  incense  were  burned 
upon  the  censer.    But  the  censer  seems  to  have  been, 
in  this  case,  only  the  receptacle  of  the  incense;  for  the 
angel  came  forth  with  the  censer  in  his  hand ;  and  then 
the  incense  was  given  to  him.    He  had  no  vial,  which 
was  the  usual  receptacle  f.  The  angel,  therefore,  seems 
to  have  taken  the  incense  from  the  censer,  and  to  have 
burned  it  upon  the  fire,  which  was  on  the  altar.  He 
now  reverses  the  mode ;  he  first  takes  the  censer,  and 
then  the  fire  from  the  altar,  which  he  applies  to  the 
censer,  in  which  was  the  remainder  of  the  incense: 
and  the  fire  and  the  incense,  thus  burning,  he  casts  to 
the  earth.    But  the  incense,  thus  burning,  as  we  have 
before  remarked,  means  the  Christian  worship  and 
Religion  ;  pure  and  heavenly  in  its  nature  and  origin ; 
but,  sent  down  to  the  earth,  and  mixing  with  .the 
passions  and  worldly  designs  of  men,  it  produces  signal 
commotions,  expressed  in  the  prophetical  language  by 

•  Kai  iCaXo  us  rh  yhn         t  Sec  note,  ch.  v.  8,  on  the  word  Vial. 

"  voices, 
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"  voices,  and  thunderings,  and  lightnings,  and  earth- 
"  quake."    Or,  if  it  be,  as  it  may  perhaps  be,  that  the 
fire  alone  is  cast  to  the  earth,  (the  incense  being  ex- 
hausted,) the  interpretation  will  be  nearly  the  same. 
For  our  Lord  has  declared,  in  the  same  kind  of  figura- 
tive language,  that  in  sending  forth  his  holy  Religion 
to  the  earth,  he  had  cast  fire  thereon  ; — wu?  *jAdov  0*A«/v 
tic  T*jv  y*tv* — it  is  the  very  same  expression  # :  and  this 
fire  he  afterwards  explains  to  signify  divisions  and  con- 
tention f.    Thus,  in  the  representation  before  us,  the 
Christian  Religion  begins  in  peace;  and  pure  incensef, 
rendered  effectual  by  the  Saviour's  atonement,  and 
accompanying  the  devout  prayers  of  the  Church,  is 
offered  for  a  time;   till,  mingling  with  earthly  cor- 
ruption, with  human  passions  and  prejudices,  it  becomes 
the  instrument  of  discord  and  violence.    But  this  is 
only  a  general,  symbolical,  preluding  view  of  the 
subject ;  the  heresies,  divisions,  commotions,  which, 
under  the  name  of  Christianity,  miserably  afflicted  the 
Christian  world,  and  almost  banished  true  Religion, 
are  to  be  more  especially  developed  in  the  sequel  of 
this  seal.    The  significant  action  now  exhibited,  pre- 
pares us  for  the  kind  of  history  which  is  to  follow. 
And  it  seems  to  confine  our  interpretation  of  the  sequel, 
to  the  history  of  the  Christian  Religion,  thus 
producing  commotions  upon  the  earth. 

•  Luke  xii.  49.  t  See  Grotiui  and  Whitby,  in  loc. 

\  Mai.  i.  11. 
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PART  III. 
SECTION  n. 
The  four  first  Trumpets. 


chap.  viii.  ver.  6 — 12. 


6  And  the  seven  angels, 
who  had  the  seven 
trumpets,  prepared 
themselves  to  sound. 

7  And  the  first  sounded ; 
and  there  were  hail 
and  fire  mingled  with 
blood  ;  and  they  were 
cast  upon  the  land ; 
and  the  third  part  of 
the  land  was  burnt 
up;  and  the  third  part 
of  the  trees  was  burnt 
up ;  and  all  green  grass 

$  was  burnt  up.  And 
the  second  angel  sound- 
ed ;  and,  as  it  were,  a 
great  mountain,  burn- 
ing with  fire,  was  cast 
into  the  sea;  and  the 
third  part  of  the  sea 

9  became  blood  :  And 
the  third  part  of  the 
creatures  in  the  sea, 
which  had  life,  died; 
and  the  third  part  of 
the  ships  was  destroy- 

10  ed.  And  the  third 
angel  sounded  ;  and 
there  fell  from  heaven 
a  great  star,  burning 
like  a  meteor ;  and  it 


6  And  the  seven  angels 
which  had  the  seven 
trumpets,  prepared 
themselves  to  sound. 

7  The  first  angel  sound- 
ed ;  and  there  follow- 
ed hail  and  fire  mingled 
with  blood ;  and  they 
were  cast  upon  the 
earth:  and  the  third 
part  of  trees  was  burnt 
up,  and  all  green  grass 

8  was  burnt  up.  And  the 
second  angel  sounded, 
and  as  it  were  a  great 
mountain  burning  with 
fire  was  cast  into  the 
sea ;  and  the  third  part 
of  the    sea  became 

9  blood :  And  the  third 
part  ©f  the  creatures 
which  were  in  the  sea, 
and  had  life,  died ;  and 
the  third  part  of  the 
ships  were  destroyed. 

10  And  the  third  angel 
sounded,  and  there  fell 
a  great  star  from  hea- 
ven, burning  as  it  were 
a  lamp,  and  it  fell  upon 
the  third  part  of  the 
rivers,  and  upon  the 
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fell  upon  the  third  part 
of  the  rivers,  and  upon 
the  springs  of  waters. 

1 1  And  the  name  of  the 
star  is  called  theWorm- 
woodj  and  the  third 
part  of  the  waters  be- 
comes wormwood ;  and 
many  of  the  men  died 
of  the  waters,  because 
they  were  made  bitter. 

12  And  the  fourth  angel 
sounded ;  and  the  third 
part  of  the  sun  was 
smitten,  and  the  third 
part  of  the  moon,  and 
the  third  part  of  the 
stars ;  so  that  a  third 
part  of  them  should 
be  darkened,  and  the 
day  might  not  shine, 
as  to  the  third  part  of 
it,  and  the  night  like- 
wise. 


[Pt.  Hi.  s  «• 

fountains  of  waters : 

1 1  And  the  name  of  the 
star  is  called  Worm- 
wood ;  and  the  third 
part  of  the  waters  be- 
came wormwood ;  and 
many  men  died  of  the 
waters,  because  they 

12  were  made  bitter.  And 
the  fourth  angel  sound- 
ed, and  the  third  part 
of  the  sun  was  smitten, 
and  the  third  part  of 
the  moon,  and  the  third 
part  of  the  stars ;  so  as 
the  third  part  of  them 
was  darkened,  and  the 
day  shone  not  for  a* 
third  part  of  it,  and 
the  night  likewise. 


Ver.  6.  And  the  seven  angels,  who  had  the  seven 
trumpets,  prepared  themselves  to  sound.]  The  former 
part  of  this  chapter  having  prepared  us  for  a  new  kind 
of  representation,  in  which  we  may  expect  to  find  the 
history  of  those  commotions  which  followed  the  descent 
of  Christianity  upon  earth  ;  we  will  in  the  next 
place  observe,  with  what  propriety  they  are  severally 
introduced  by  the  sound  of  Trumpets.  Trumpets  Were 
in  use  among  the  Israelites  for  several  purposes :  first, 
for  assembling  the  people0,  or  their  leaders f;  or, 

•  Numb.  x.  2,  3.  t  lb.  x.  4. 

secondly, 
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secondly,  to  express  joy  and  exultation  on  solemn 
festivals  * ;  or,  lastly,  to  give  signal  when  the  camp 
was  to  move,  or  the  host  to  go  forth  to  battle  f  ;  on 
which  occasion,  the  trumpets  were  to  "  sOiind  an  alarm" 
after  a  manner  not  used  on  other  occasions  1.  It  was : 
the  signal  of  hostile  invasion  § ;  it  was  fearful : — '*  Shall 
u  the  trumpet  be  blown  in  the  city,  and  the  people 
t%  not  be  afraid  U  ?"  Of  such  kind  we  may  account  the 
seven  trumpets  of  the  angels.  They  are  not  the  trum- 
pets of  the  new  moons  and  feast  days  fl" ;  there  is  no 
joy  and  festivity  in  them ;  they  are  not  for  the  quiet 
and  peaceful  calling  of  the  assembly;  they  sound  an 
alarm;  an  alarm  of  war;  and  woe!  woe!  woe!  ac- 
companies their  notes  (ver.  13.):  they  foretel  to  the 
Church  of  Christ  the  invasions  of  its  enemies,  and  are 
so  many  signals  on  the  approach  of  each  antichristian 
foe.  And  from  the  preparatory  vision,  in  which  incense 
and  fire  from  the  altar  in  heaven,  are  cast  down  to  earth, 
producing  violent  commotions,  we  have  reason  to  ex- 
pect that  Religion,  or  the  pretence  and  abuse  of  it,  is 
intimately  connected  with  this  warfare.  This  expecta-. 
tion  will  be  confirmed  by  our  observing,  that  the  re- 
presentation under  every  trumpet  appears  to  have  some 
reference  to,  or  connection  with,  the  preparatory  vision. 
At  the  sounding  of  almost  every  one  of  which,  some- 
what is  seen  to  fall  from  heaven  to  earth,  as  the  in- 
cense and  fire  had  fallen,  and  to  occasion  the  commo- 
tions which  ensue. 

■ 

Ver.  7.  And  the  first  sounded.]  The  prophetic  his- 
tory of  the  four  first  trumpets  is  dispatched  in  few 
words,  containing  few  images ;  so  that  much  particular 

4  Numb.  x.  10.  f  lb.  x.  5,  Sec.  %  Deut.  x, 

§  Jer.  iiv.  5, 19,  21.  vi,  1,  17,  II  Amo«  iii.  6. 

U  P§alm  lxxxi.  3.  •  t 

5  information 
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• 

information  cannot  be  safely  collected  from  them. 
Like  the  first  four  vials,  they  seem  to  have  a  general 
character.  The  attack,  whose  alarm  is  sounded,  falls 
in  a  fourfold  division:  first,  on  the  land;  for,  thus  it 
seems  to  me  that  $  W  should  be  translated  ;  not  in  its 
general  signification  of  the  earth,  as  containing  the 
land,  sea,  rivers,  &c. ;  but  in  its  particular  sense,  as 
opposed  to  the  sea,  &c.  *  :  secondly,  on  the  sea : 
thirdly,  on  the  rivers  and  springs :  fourthly,  on  the 
heavenly  luminaries, — the  sun,  moon,  and  stars;  that  is, 
on  the  whole  of  God's  creation.  For  in  the  xivth 
chapter  of  this  book,  verse  the  seventh,  God  is  de- 
scribed as  the  Creator  of  all  things,  under  these  di- 
visions: **  the  heaven;  and  the  earth;  and  the  sea; 
"  and  the  springs  of  waters."  The  same  divisions  of 
the  visible  world  (three  of  them  often,  sometimes 
four,)  are  to  be  seen  in  other  passages  of  Scripture  j\ 
This  mode  of  division  is  ancient,  and  passed  to  the 
Greek  and  Roman  poets.  Virgil,  after  his  Greek 
masters,  describing  the  creation,  says : 

Principio  calum  et  terras,  camposque  liquentes, 

Lucentemqvc  globum  Iwa,  titaniaque  attra, 

Spiritus  intus  alit.  jEneid.  vi.  724 

•  In  confirmation  of  which  we  may  observe,  that  in  cb.  xvi.  all  the 
seven  angels  are  ordered  to  pour  their  vials  on  the  earth,  ta  rb  yw> : 
and  yet  only  one  of  them  obeys  the  order  literally  and  specially,  nt  r*v 
ynr  i  because,  in  pouring  their  vials  on  the  sea,  rivers,  &c.  they  fulfil 
the  order  in  the  general  sense  in  which  the  word  earth  was  applied. 
The  word  is  first  used,  generally,  to  signify  the  whole  extent  of  the 
earth,  as  containing  the  land,  sea,  rivers,  &c;  then  particularly  to  meau 
that  part  of  it  only  which  we  call  the  land. 

f  See  Isaiah  li.  15,  10.  Hosea  iv.  3,  Nahum  i.  4,  5.  Hab.  in, 
6,  8,  IK    Zeph.  i.  3.    Hagg.  ii.  6.    Phil.  ii.  10. 

I  Know,  first,  that  heav'n  and  earth's  compacted  frame, 
,    And  flowing  waters,  and  the  starry  flame, 
And  both  the  radiant  lights,  one  common  Soul 
Inspires  and  feeds,  and  animates  the  whole,  Dkydeit. 

In 
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In  the  fourfold  enumeration  before  us,  the  rivers 
and  springs  are  kept  separate  from  the  other  waters, 
for  a  particular  purpose  of  illustration,  which  will  be 
seen.  Hereby  also  is  made  that  fourfold' division, 
which,  containing  every  part  of  the  square,  implies 
universality  and  completion  *  For,  as  the  vision  of 
the  four  horses,  at  the  voices  of  the  four  Cherubim, 
passing  completely  around  every  side  or  angle  of  the 
throne,  is  seen  to  exhibit  a  sketch  of  the  Christian 
degeneracy  in  all  its  parts,  from  its  first  purity  to  its 
utmost  corruption ; — 

White  Horse, 
First  Cherub. 


Livid-green  Horse, 
Fourth  Cherub. 


Fire-coloured  Horse, 
Second  Cherub. 


Black  Horse, 
Third  Cherub. 

the  four  first  trumpets  seem  to  compose  a  whole, 
and,  under  a  fourfold  division,  to  represent  all  the  parts 
of  the  Christian  worlds  affected  by  the  commotions  f: 

First  Trumpet, 
Land. 


Fourth  Trumpet, 
Heavenly  Luminaries. 


omnium 
perfectissimus. 


Second  Trumpet, 
Sea, 


4,* 


Third  Trumpet, 
Rivers,  &c, 

•  See  note,  ch.  iv.  6. 

t  I  say  the  Christian  world ;  for  thus  appear  to  me,  those  "  new 
"  heavens,"  and  that  M  new  earth,"  described  by  the  Prophets,  and  the 
Apostles,  to  be  "  created  after  God  in  righteousness/'  Isaiah  li.  lb". 
•    £ph.  it.  24. 

A  A  And, 
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And,  for  this  reason,  it  is  not  necessary  to  suppose  that 
these  attack*  are  made  in  an  exact,  successive,  chrono- 
logical order.  If  the  whole  of  Christianity  (as  under 
the  seals)  were  to  undergo  four  several  attacks,  such 
attacks  could  only  succeed  each  other ;  but  these 
assaults  being  upon  the  four  parts  of  the  whole,  arc 
not  necessarily  successive,  but  may  be  contemporaneous ; 
each  assault  might  begin,  or  end,  at  nearly  the  same 
time ;  and  yet  they  would  be  narrated  in  a  progressive 
order ;  for,  the  history  of  one  part  must  be  told  before 
that  of  another. 

Ver.  7.  Hail  and fire  mingled  with  blood.]  Both 
hail  and  fire  are  instruments  of  destruction.  Hail  is 
such  more  especially  *in  the  warmer  climates,  as  may 
be  seen  in  the  accounts  of  modern  travellers ;  afford- 
ing such  testimony,  as  to  give  perfect  credibility  to 
the  Scriptural  history,  which  relates  surprising  events 
of  this  kind.  (See  Job  xxxviii.  2S.  Josh.  x.  11.  and 
the  commentators.)  And  even  in  the  climate  of  France, 
so  congenial  to'  our  own,  there  are  undoubted  rela- 
tions of  such  destructive  effects  from  hail.  During  the 
expedition  of  our  Third  Edward  agaiust  that  kingdom 
in  1360,  the  hail-stones  fell  so  large,  as  to  kill  men 
and  beasts*.  The  effect  of  fire  and  hail  united,  is 
seen  in  Exod.  ix.  23.  Psalms  xviii.  12.  cv.  32.  cxlviiu 
8.  Ezek.  xxxviii.  29.  EccFus  xxxix.  29.  And  the  hor- 
ror is  increased  by  their  being  mingled  with  blood, 
as  in  Exod.  iv.  9.  vii.  17.  Is.  xv.  9.  These,  like  the 
incense  and  fire  in  the  preparatory  vision,  are  cast 
to  the  earth;  but  not  upon  the  earth  in  general; 
not  upon  every  part  of  it,  but  upon  that  part,  which, 

*  Froissart,  liv.  i.  ch.  212.  And  extraordinary  ravages  by  bail  on 
tfie  agriculture  of  France,  are  related  by  Mr.  Arthur  Young,  in  bis 
late  account  of  that  kingdom. 

5  dist  HT- 
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distinguished  from  the  sea,  we  call  the  Land.  Now, 
in  the  prophetic  writers,  'H  U,  the  land,  as  opposed 
to  the  sea>  is  found  frequently  to  signify  the  Holy. 
Land,  the  people  of  Israel,  so  long  as  they  «on- 
timied  the  people  of  God  *.  And  between  these  and 
the  Gentile  converts,  who  are  represented  by  the  sea  f, 
there  was,  in  the  early  times  of  Christianity,  a  marked 
line  of  distinction ;  the  circumcised  being  bound  to 
the  observance  of  the  ceremonial  law,  while  the  un- 
eircumcised  were  free  from  such  obligation.  They  are 
separated  in  the  New  Testament  also,  under  the  diffe- 
rent appellations  of  K*ot  and  Efooi  J,  and  on  account 
of  this  division,  there  was  a  corresponding  distribution, 
of  offices  to  the  Apostles  and  teachers ;  some  among 
whom  being  sent  to  the  circumcision,  others  to  the 
Gentiles  §.  This  distinction  has  occurred  before  in 
ch.  vii.  of  this  prophecy ;  and  will  recur  iu  the  pro- 
gress of  the  book.  The  descendants  of  the  twelve 
Patriarchs,  preserved  miraculously  as  a  separate  peo^ 
pie,  may  probably  make  a  separate  part  of  Christ's 
heritage  after  their  conversion  to  his  name  ||. 

lb.  And  the  third  part  of  the  land  was  burned  up, 
and  the  third  part  of  the  trees  was  burned  up,  and 
all  green  grass.]  Trees,  and  other  vegetables,  repre* 
sent  the  converts  of  Religion;  some  of  whom  are 
*  . 

♦  See  Is.  xxiv.  throughout,  and  the  Prophets  generally, 
t  See  note  below,  v.  a. 

t  Acts  iv.  27.  xxi.  28.  xxvi.  17.  23.  Rom.  xv.  10. 
§  Gal.ii.  7,  9- 

y  See  notes,  ch.  ii.  <J.  vii.  4.  xi.  L — We  have  reason  to  believe, 
that  the  Church,  even  in  its  glorious  and  triumphant  state,  shall  stilly 
be  conformed  to  its  primitive  division  :  for,  Christ  assured  his  Apos* 
ties,  that  when  the  Son  of  Man  should  sit  upon  the  throne  of  his 
glory,  they  also  should  sit  upon  tvelxe  tltroncsl  judging  tkp  tipclvc  tribes 
of  Israel,   Jones's  Lecturc9  on  the  EpistU  to  the  Hebrews,  p.  361. 

a  a  2  14  rooted 
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"rooted  and  grounded  in  the  faith ,<w  others,  having 
no  root,  cannot  stand  against  the  storm  •.    The  third 
part  of  these  is  destroyed.    To  t?,7ov,  the  third  part,  is 
an  expression  not    uncommon   with  the  prophetic 
writers:  compare  Ezek.  v.  ]2.  and  Zech.  xiii.  8,  9, 
&c. ;  where  the  third  part  represents  the  remnant  of  the 
people  who  are  to  be  saved,— few  in  number,  when 
compared  with  those  who  are  to  perish :  but  here  the 
greater,  part  of  the  Christian  plants  are  to  survive 
the  attack.    But  no  grass  is  left;  "  all  green  grass. 
"  was  burned  up."     Grass,  in  Scriptural  language, 
represents  the  gaily  flourishing;  those  who  exhibit  a 
promising  appearance,  yet,  like  herbage  in  hot  burn- 
ing climates,  are  soon  withered  and  gonef.  Such 
.persons,  our  Lord  foretold,  would  "spring  up  quickly; 
"  with  joy  receive  the  word,  but,  in  time  of  perse- 
tlcutiony  fall  away."   The  first  persecution  which  at- 
tacked the-  Church,  arose  from  the  Jewish  zealots, 
and  fell  upon  the  converted  Jews.    Saint  Stephen  and 
Saint  James  the  Elder,  and  James  the  Just,  suffered 
martyrdom  under  such.    Saint  Paul  was  an  instru- 
ment of  this  rage,  and  afterwards  a  sufferer  by  it. 
It  continued  to  molest  the  Church  grievously  at  the 
time  when  this  prophecy  was  uttered,  as  may  be  seen 
in  ch.  ii.  9-12.  iii.  9 :  and  the  few  ancient  records 
which  we  now  possess  of  those  early  times,  shew  that 
it  was  continued  afterwards  J. 

•  Psalms  i.  3.  lxxx.  8,  o.  &c.  Isaiah  v.  7.  24.  lxi.  3.  xliv.4.  Jer. 
ii.  21.  2  Kings  xix.  30.  Matt.  iii.  10.  xiii.  6.  21,  xv.  13.  Eph.  iuV 
17.  JudelS. 

t  See  Psalms  Ixxii.  l6\  xc.  7.  Matt.  vi.  30.  James  i.  10.  And  by 
Comparing  Exod.  x.  15;  Is.  xv.  6.  xxxvii.27;  Ezek.  xvii.  24.  xx. 
47  ;  in  the  Septuagint ;  it  will  be  evident,  that  xv1w  is  the 

green,  flourishing  grass,  opposed  to  the  fc?.,,  withered. 

J  See  Justin  Martyr's  Dialogue  with  Trypho,  in  various  passages. 
See  also  the  martyrdom  of  Ignatius,  where  the  unconverted  Jews  are 

represented 
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Ver.  8.  A  great  mountain,  burning  with  fire,  was 
east  into  the  sea;  &c.]  At  the  sound  of  the  second 
Trumpet,  the  hostile  invasion  of  the  antichristian  powers 
falls  upon  the  sea.    Under  this  name,  or  that  of  the 
Isles  of  the  sea,  or  Isles  of  the  Gentiles,  the  nations 
beyond  the  pale  of  the  Jewish  Church,  the  Gentiles, 
are  frequently  represented*.    These,  by  the  original 
counsel  and  appointment  of  God,  were,  in  process  of 
time,  to  partake  the  benefits  of  Christianity,  and  to  he 
exposed  to  its  warfare.  Upon  these  the  attack  descends, 
under  the  symbol  of  "  a  great  mountain  burning  with 
"  fire.7'    A  mountain,  in  prophetic  language,  signifies 
an  eminent  seat  of  power,  civil  or  religious.  From 
die  mountain  of  Sinai,  the  Law  was  proclaimed ;  it 
was  the  seat  of  the  God  and  King  of  the  chosen  peo- 
ple.   On  Mount  Sion  afterwards  stood  His  temple  and 
the  place  of  His  local  residence:  and  the  increasing 
kingdom  of  Christ  is  described  under  the  emblem  of 
sl  mountain,  which  shall  fill  the  whole  earth  |.  And 
the  powers,  who  opposed  God  and  his  people,  had 
their  fastnesses,  and  local  worship,  on  the  tops  of 
mountains,  M  oa  every  high  hill  %>n    Under  such  figu- 
rative language,   the   Christian  Religion  is  called 
Mount  Sion,  and  is  contrasted  with  the  Jewish  Law, 
called  Mount  Sinai,  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  §. 
In  this  sense,  Babylon,  that  eminent  seat  of  power  and 
x>f  idolatry,  hostile  to  true  Religion,  is  by  the  pro- 
represented  as  the  most  active  instigators  of  that  persecution.  See 
likewise  Mosheim's  Ecclesiastical  History,  cent.  i.  ch.  v. 

•  Gen.  x.  5.  Psalm  lxv.  5.  Isaiah  xxiii.  2,  11.  xxiv.  14.  xvii.  1?, 
13.  Ix.  5.9.  xlii.  4.$  compared  with  Matt.  xii.  21.  Ezek.  xxvi.  15, 
&c.  Eccl'us  xxiv.  56. 

f  Is.  xxv.  6.  Dan.  ix.  l6\  ii.  35,  44*  Mic.  xiii.  12.  Zech.  viii.  3. 

I  E*ek.  xviii.  14.  Mic.  1.  45.  *  Heb.  xii.  18,  &c 

phets 


Digitized  by  Google 


214  .  APOCALTPSE.  [Pt.  HI. 

phets  called  a  mountain,  although  it  stood  in  a  low 
situation  by  the  river,  and  upon  an  extended  plain. 
u  Behold,  I  am  against  thee,  O  destroying  mountain  ; 

I  will  stretch  out  my  hand  upon  thee,  and  roll  thee 
"  down  from  the  rocks."  To  which  is  added,  "  I  will 
"make  thee  a  burnt  mountaia"  And  these  words 
appear  to  be  spoken  prophetically  of  the  utter  destruc- 
tion of  Babylon,  frequently  foretold  in  other  pas- 
sages. The  mountain  before  us  is  still  burning,  and 
as  such,  is  to  become  a  formidable  neighbour  and 
enemy  to  the  sea, — to  the  Gentile  Christians,  as  the 
hail  and  fire  had  been  to  the  land,— to  the  Jewish  con- 
verts. The  effect  is  similar  in  both,*—"  Blood 
and  the  third  part  perishes,  A  large  proportion  of 
w  those  who  had  life,"  (that  is,  as  I  conceive,  spiritual 
life  in  Christ)*,  and  who  were  distinguished  among 
the  Gentiles  for  their  eminence,  like  ships  which  lift 
their  heads  above  the  plain  of  waters,  perishes. 
u  Howl,  ye  ships  of  Tarshish  f,*'  is  an  address  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Tarshish,  and  not  liberally  to  their  ships. 
And  to  die,  in  the  figurative  language  of  Scripture, 
is  to  lose  the  spiritual  life  which  is  in  Christ  J.  Our 
Lord  had  foretold  under  the  same  figure,  ("Fire,'1) 
that  his  Religion  should  not  descend  upon  the  world 
with&ut  producing  persecution,  divisions,  conten- 
tions, bloodshed,  for  the  trial  of  faith,  under  which, 
many  should  fall  away  The  Gentile  converts  were 
mingled  with  the  heathen  idolaters,  whose  power 
and  corrupt  religion  were  in  due  time,  like  Babylon, 
to  become  "a  burnt  mountain."  But  the  period  of 
its  extinction  was  not  yet  arrived  :  it  was  now  burning, 
and,  as  such,  became  terrible  to  all  around.  During 

•  See  note,  ch.  iii.  i.  f  Is.  xxiii.  1. 

t  See  note,  cb.  iii.  2.  §  Luke  xii.  4$.  1  Pet.  i.  7. 

the 
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the  three  first  centuries,  the  idolatrous  power  was 
consuming  away  from  the  fire  inflicted  upon  it  from 
above,  and  which  had  been  cast  upon  the  earth  from 
the  ahar  of  the  True  Religion  (v.  5).  But  so  long 
as  it  continued  burning,  the  persecution  of  the  ido- 
laters raged  grievously  against  the  Gentile  Churches, 
And  great  was  the  number  of  the  lapsed  *. 

Ver.  10,  11.  A  great  star,  burning  like  a  meteor; 
&c.}  Upon  the  sound  of  the  third  Trumpet,  there  is  seen 
to  fall  from  heaven  a  great  star,  burning  like  a  ka^xat  i 
which  Greek  word  will  be  found  to  express  any  bright 
effulgence,  a  lamp,  a  torch,  &c. ;  but  having  in  this 
passage  the  semblance  of  a  star,  it  may  be  deemed 
what  in  our  language  we  call  a  meteor ;  thus  there- 
fore have  I  translated  k.  The  Elder  Pliny,  descri- 
bing, from  the  Greek  Philosopher  Hipparchus,  various 
kinds  of  meteors,  calls  them  by  this  very  name  lam* 
pad**  t-  Such  a  meteor  passing  through  the  nocturnal 
air,  is  by  Homer  called  a  star; 

Olof  Vackfa  wu         urns  *y*v**n*ltu. 

Iliad,  iv.  75, 

which  Virgil  imitating,  says, 

—   —  —  decoclo  hipsaper  umbras, 
Stella,  fsccm  ductnt,  muka  cum  luce  cucurril. 

ifcNElD.  ii.  I 

*  Under  this  name,  those  Christian!  are  represented  in  ecclesias- 
tical history,  who  denied  their  faith  in  the  times  of  persecution  ;  and 
it  was  only  by  very  severe  penitence,  that  tbey  could  be  restored  to 
the  bosom  of  the  Church.  Euseb.  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  vi.  c.  44.  Cypri- 
an i  Ep  is  to  be  ix.  x.  xi.  et  seq.  Mosheim,  cent.  iii.  part  i.  ch  2. 

1  Nat.  Hist.  lib.  ii.  c.  26.  See  also  Aristot.  Meteorol.  lib.  i.  c.  4. 

• 

I  Saepe  etiam  stella*,  vento  inapendente,  videbis 
Praecipites  c<*lo  labi.  Georo.  i.  365. 

The 
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The  passage  of  such  a  meteor,  in  our  popular  lan* 
guage,  is  called  the  shooting  of  a  star.  Now  a  star, 
in  prophetic  language,  signifies  a  prince,  or  eminent 
leader,  a  leader  in  doctrine*.  Such  an  one,  falling 
from  heaven,  as  did  Satan  f,  corrupts  the  third  part  of 
the  rivers  and  springs  of  waters,  corrupts  the  streams  and 
the  sources  of  pure  doctrine,  which  are  by  our  Lord 
expressed  under  the  same  metaphor  %.  The  corruption 
of  pure  doctrine  and  the  introduction  of  heretical 
opinions  are  in  Scripture  commonly  attributed  to  the 
agency  of  Satan  and  his  angels  § ;  and  the  corrupting 
doctrine,  which  produces  heresies,  is  often  expressed 
by  the  metaphors  wormwood,  gallt  bitterness,  &c.  | 
And  the  death  is  spiritual^. 

Under  this  Trumpet,  therefore,  we  seem  to  obtain 
a  general  description  of  those  corruptions,  which,  at 
the  instigation  of  Satan,  were  seen  to  invade  and 
subvert  a  great  part  of  the  Gentile  Christian  Church 
by  the  preaching  of  splendid  heretics.  Such,  in  the  earr 
iiest  times,  were  Simon,  Menander,  Ccrinthus,  &c.** 

•  See  note,  ch.  i.,  16. 

+  Luke  x.  18.  2  Pet.  ii.  4.  Jude  6. — And  observe  in  ch.  xii.  4, 
the  fallen  angels  are  described  under  the  symbol  of  the  stars  of 
heaven :  and  the  star,  in  ch.  ix.  1—12,  is  a  fallen  angel,  and  has  the 
action  of  such  ascribed  to  him ;  he  opeus  the  pit  of  the  bottomless 
deep. 

X  John  iv.  10.  &c.  vii.  37,  38,  39. 

$  2  Cor.  xi.  14,  15.  Eph.  ii.  2.  2  Thess.  ii.  9-  1  Tim.  v,  15. 
Euseb,  Hist.  Eccl,  lib.  v.  c.7. 

(]  Deut.  xxix.  18.  Is.  v.  20.  Amos  v.  7.  vi.  12.  Acts  viu.  23. 
H  See  note,  ch.  ii.  l6.  iii.  1. 

*•  This  evil  spread  wide :  and  the  Waters  of  Christian  doctrine 
lost  their  original  sweetness  and  salubrity,  in  other  hands  than  those 
of  acknowledged  heretics.  Many  who  are  called  Fathers  of  the 
Church,  though  by  no  means  wilful  and  intentional  corrupters  of  the 
Faith,  are  observed  to  have  holden  doctrines,  which  by  no  means 

agree. 
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Ver.  12.  And  the  third  part  of  the  Sun  was  smitten; 
&c]  At  tbe  sound  uf  the  fourth  trumpet,  the  same 
kind  of  stroke  which  had  afflicted  the  three  preceding 
divisions  of  the  Creation,  falls  on  the  fourth  remain- 
ing part, — on  the  Heavenly  Luminaries;  the  Sun, 
Moon,  and  Stars:  a  third  part  of  these  is  smitten, 
and  ceases  to  give  light.  When  The  Almighty  took 
the  Israelites  to  be  his  peculiar  people,  he  is  said,  in 
prophetic  language,  to  have  "  planted  the  Heavens, 
"and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth*/'  It  was  a 
kind  of  new  creation.  Happiness  was  thereby  found* 
ed  for  man  on  a  new  basis,  and  under  new  lights, 
unknown  to  the  heathen.  The  Divine  ordinances 
of  Theocracy,  under  which  that  peculiar  people 
flourished,  are  frequently  expressed  by  the  sub- 
lime images  of  the  heavenly  luminaries.  So  that  the 
darkening  of  these  implies,  that  this  Divine  polity 
shall  fail  f.  But  the  heavenly  dispensation  of  the 
Christian  covenant,  being  to  succeed  to  it  by  the 
appointment  of  the  same  Heavenly  Lord,  is  repre- 
sented by  the  same  figures.  When  the  Jewish  polity, 
expressed  under  the  image  of  the  Sun  and  Moon,  is 
"  ashamed  and  confounded  the  superior  splendour 
of  the  Christian  Light  shines  forth  in  the  same  kind  of 
description.  "  The  light  of  the  Moon  shall  be  as  the 
"  light  of  the  Sun,  and  the  light  of  the  Sun  shall  be 
"  seven-fold         There  is  likewise  frequent  allusion 

agree  with  the  purity  of  Scripture.  Id  some  of  them  are  to  be  dis- 
covered, the  seeds  at  least  of  error,  which  were  afterwards  matured 
into  dangerous  heresies.  (See  this  justly  and  eloquently  set  forth  in  a 
Sermon  by  the  Bishop  of  Oxford,  intilled  Concio  ad  Clerum  a  J  oh  an. 
Randolph;  1790.) 

*  Is.  li.  16*.  f  Amos  viii.  $t  &c.  Matt.  xxiv.  29. 

I  If.  xxiv.  23.         §  Is.  xxx.  26\ 

to 
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to  this  mode  of  expression  in  the  Apostolic  writers*. 
So  that  a  third  of  the  light  taken  from  the  heavenly 
luminaries,  implies  a  failure  in  that  invaluable  light 
derived  from  the  Christian  revelation.  The  reign  of 
darkness,  ignorance,  and  superstition,  did  indeed  re* 
turn  after  the  Light  of  the  Gospel  had  been  revealed ; 
the  more  particular  history  of  which  will  be  unfolded 
in  the  following  Trumpets.  The  prophecy  of  the 
fourth  Trumpet,  as  of  those  preceding,  is  general. 
It  follows  the  other  three  in  natural  order;  and  is 
indeed  the  effect  of  the  third.  Corruption  of  know- 
ledge necessarily  produces  ignorance.  The  corruption 
of  Christianity  produced  at  length  Gothic  darkness 
and  superstition. 

Thus  I  suppose  the  four  first  Trumpets  to  afford  a 
general  view  of  the  warfare  which  the  Christian 
Religion  underwent upon  its  first  establishment.  Th« 
history  delivered  under  the  Seals,  after  a  solemn  pause 
and  silence,  begins  again.  Under  the  Seals,  the  de- 
generacy of  the  Church  had  been  described.  Under 
the  Trumpets,  the  attacks  which  she  had  to  sustain  from 
her  antichristian  foes.  And  she  is  first  represented  as 
undergoing  various  kinds  of  assault  in  her  several  di- 
visions ;  these  divisions  of  the  Christian  world  bearing 
analogy  to  the  Scriptural  divisions  of  the  natural 
world.  1.  The  storm  of  persecution  in  Judaea,  which, 
murdering  the  martyrs,  and  dispersing  the  Apottletf, 
is  aptly  represented  by  hail  and  fire,  mingled  with 
blood;  on  the  bursting  forth  of  which,  the  weak  in  the 
faith  fall  away.  2.  The  Gentile  persecution,  arising 
from  the  pagan  religion,  which  is  fitly  designated  by  a 

• 

# 

•  Col.i.  12,  13.  2Cor.iv.  6.  1  Tbess.  v.  4,  &c.  2  Tim.  u  10. 
Heb.  x.  32.  James  i.  17.  1  Pet.  U.  9.  1  Jgha  i.  5,  &<;. 
t  Acts  vii.  54,  &c.  viii.  1. 

burning 
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burning  mountain.  3.  The  corruption  of  the  Waters 
of  Lire,  by  the  earliest  heretics,  and  by  injudicious 
teacheri.  *.  The  consequent  failure,  in  part,  of  that 
bright  and  glorious  light  which  originally  beamed  from 
this  Revelation.  The  symbols  do  not  appear  to  me  to 
warrant  a  more  especial  interpretation  of  them.  The 
difficulty  which  attends  them,  arises  from  the  paucity 
of  the  matter,  and  the  short  compass  in  which  it  is 
expressed.  The  means  of  interpreting  them  which  I 
have  ventured  to  apply,  have  been  derived  from  com- 
paring similar  passages  of  Scripture ;  and  by  consider- 
ing, that  these  four  first  Trumpets  must  be  supposed  to 
sound  the  signal  of  the  same  kind  of  attack,  and  against 
the  same  object,  as  the  three  last.  Now,  as  these  three 
will  be  found  to  represent  the  invasion  of  the  Christian 
Church  by  Antichristian  foes,  we  have  reason  to  con- 
clude that  the  preceding  trumpets  foretel  a  similar 
history.  Some  additional  light  has  been  obtained  from 
the  preparatory  vision*,  which  seems  to  restrict  the 
commotions  contained  under  these  Trumpets,  to  ttlU 
gious  causes.  If  Religion,  descending  from  the  altar 
in  heaven,  had  not  mingled  with  the  passions  and  pro- 
jects of  men,  these  commotions  would  have  had  no 
place  in  history.  The  greater  part  of  the  modern 
commentators,  following  Joseph  Mede,  have  supposed 
these  prophecies  fulfilled  in  the  ravages  committed  by 
the  Gothic  barbarians  on  the  provinces  of  the  Roman 
Empire.  But  I  have  as  yet  been  able  to  perceive  no 
plausible  reason,  produced  either  by  Mede  or  his  fol- 
lowers, to  shew  why  the  prophecies  of  the  Apocalypse 
in  general,  why  the  seals,  or  why  the  four  first  Trum- 
pets in  particular,  should  be  understood  to  relate  to  the 
hislory  of  the  Roman  Empire.    Mede  says,  indeed^  at 

1  »  Chap.'  viii.  1-5,  i   -  ?  • 

his 
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his  entrance  upon  the  explanation  of  the  Seals  #,  that, 
"  as  Daniel  in  the  Old  Testament  both  presignified  the 
4<  coming  of  Christ,  and  arranged  the  fortunes  of  the 
41  Jewish  Church  by  the  succession  of  the  empires;  so 
"  the  Apocalypse  is  to  be  supposed  to  measure  the 
41  Christian  history  by  the  means  of  the  Roman  Em- 
"  pire,  which  was  yet  to  be  remaining  after  Christ'* 
The  conjecture  is  good;  and  as  such  will  be  acknow- 
ledged in  its  proper  place,  for,  in  the  course  of  the 
prophecy,  that  beast  of  the  Prophet  Daniel  (or  one 
nearly  resembling  him,  and  plainly  representing,  the 
remains  of  the  Roman  Empire)  will  appear.  But  before 
the  symbols  under  which  the  prophecy  is  expressed, 
are  seen  clearly  to  indicate  the  Roman  Empire*  why 
are  we  to  expect  that  the  prophecy  should  relate  its 
fortunes!?  The  subject  of  these  Divine  visions  is  of 
superior  importance: — the  fates  and  fortunes  of  the 
Christian  Church : 

—  non  res  Romanae  perituraquc  regnaj  : 

» 

and  the  Roman  Empire  seems  to  be  only  so  far  noticed 
in  them,  as  it  necessarily  became  connected  with  the 
Church  of  Christ.    The  learned  writer  above  quoted, 

*  Quemadmodum  enim  in  V.  T.  Daniel,  secundum  imperiorum 
successiones,  turn  Christi  adventum  presignavit,  turn  Ecclesiae  Judatcae 
fata  digessit ;  ita  rem  Christianam  Apocalypsis,  Romani,  quod  ad  hue 
post  Christum  superfuturum  esset,  imperii  rationibus  admetiri  censeada 
est.— Works,  p.  441. 

t  There  it  a  period  of  the  Roman  Empire,  even  its  latest  period, 
pointed  out  by  the  Prophet  Daniel  in  his  Sacred  Kalendar  (so  Mede 
calls  it),  when  the  Empire,  divided  under  its  ten  Kings,  will  be  inter- 
mixed with  the  fortunes  of  the  Christian  Church.  This  history  will 
appear  displayed  in  its  proper  symbols  in  the  sequel  of  the  Apocalypse; 
but  hitherto  no  such  symbols  have  appeared ;  nor  do  they  appear  be- 
fore the  production  of  the  little  book,  ch.  x. 

X  See  Bp.  Hurd's  Sermons  on  Prophecy,  p.  43. 

was 
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was  aware,  that  the  fates  of-  the  Roman  Empire  were 
beneath  the  dignity  of  this  sacred  book.  For,  having 
dispatched  that  part  of  his  work  which  he  supposes  to 
contain  them,  u  We  now  proceed,"  says  he,  "  to  an- 
•'  other,  and  much  the  most  noble  prophecy,  because  it 
u  contains  the  history  of  Religion  and  of  the  Church*." 
Another  judicious  observation  of  the  same  commenta- 
tor will  be  usefully  applied  to  this  enquiry.  He  ob- 
serves that  the  Trumpets  should  be  interpreted  as  being 
all  of  one  kind  and  nature,  or,  as  he  expresses  it,  homo- 
geneal;  "  to  make  some  of  them  warlike  invasions, 
"  and  others  to  be  heresies,  is  to  bring  things  of  too 
"  differing  a  nature  under  one  name  -f."  After  having 
supposed  the  four  first  Trumpets  to  represent  M  warlike 
"  invasions  on  the  Roman  Empire**  he  clearly  saw,  that 
the  remaining  Trumpets  must  not  be  interpreted  as 
containing  the  history  of  Christian  heresies;  and  there- 
fore he  laboured  to  shew  that  the  Roman  Empire  was 
the  object  of  attack  in  all  the  Trumpets.  This  labour 
he  would  perhaps  have  spared,  if  he  had  not  already 
explained  the  four  first  Trumpets  to  be  so  many  attacks 
on  that  Empire ;  and  therefore  found  himself  obliged 
to  exhibit  a  consistency,  when  he  proceeded  to  inter- 
pret the  rest.  For,  certainly,  the  great  apostacy  occa- 
sioned by  Mahomet  (which  Mede  understands  to  be 
contained  under  the  fifth  Trumpet)  will  be  found  to 
have  attacked  the  Christian  Religion  yet  more  hostilely 
aud  extensively  than  the  Roman  Empire.  It  over- 
threw, or  fatally  corrupted,  this  Religion  in  the  Roman 
Empire,  wherever  it  subverted  that  Empire  ;  and, 
moreover,  was  fatal  to  Christianity  in  the  wide  and 
extensive  regions  of  the  Eastern  World,  which  had 
never  been  subjected  to  the  Roman  dominion. 

•  Mede's  Works,  p.  477.  t  lb.  p.  5$5. 

»  But 


Digitized  by  Google 


J22  APOCALYPSE.  [Pt  HI-  f  3, 

But  if  the  Trumpets  are  to  be  all  homgeneal,  let  us 
have  recourse  tto  one  of  them,  whose  character  and 
interpretation  are  placed  beyond  dispute ;  in  the  appli. 
cation  of  which,  all  interpreters  must  agree :  and  then 
let  us  bring  the  prophecies  under  the  other  Trumpets  to 
that  settled  standard. 

The  seventh  Trumpet!  what  does  it  announce? 
Most  clearly,  the  victory  obtained  by  Christ  and  His 
Church,  not  over  the  Roman  Empire,  but  over  the 
powers  of  Hell,  and  of  Antichrist,  and  a  corrupt  world; 
over  the  Dragon,  the  Beast,  the  false  Prophet,  and  in 
process  of  time  (for  the  seventh  Trumpet  continues  to 
the  end),  over  Death  and  Hell;  "  for  he  must  reign 
"  till  he  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet."  If  then, 
under  the  seventh  Trumpet,  the  warfare  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  be  so  clearly  represented  (and  in  this  all 
writers  are  agreed),  what  are  we  to  think  of  the  six? 
How  must  they  be  interpreted,  so  as  to  appear  homo- 
genealf  Are  they  to  be  accounted,  with  Mede  and  his 
follgwers,  the  successive  shocks,  by  which  the  Roman 
Empire  fell  under  the  Goths  and  Vandals  ?  Homoge- 
neity for bids.  They  must,  therefore,  be  supposed  to 
contain  the  warfare  of  the  Christian  Church.  And 
this  warfare  may  be  successful  under  the  seventh  and 
last  trumpet,  wheu  it  had  been  unsuccessful  before,  yet 
the  homogeneity  be  consistently  preserved.  For,  the 
question  is  not  concerning  the  success,  but  concerning 
the  warfare.  And  the  Trumpets  may  be  deemed  ho- 
mogeneal,  if  they  all  represent  the  same  warfare  (viz.  of 
the  powers  of  Hell,  and  of  the  Autichristian  world* 
against  the  Church  of  Christ),  whatever  may  be  the 
event ;  and  whether  it  be  carried  on  by  the  violence 
and  persecution  of  open  enemies,  or  by  heresies  and 
corrupt  doctrines  ;  for  heresy,  which  leads  to  apo- 
stacy,  is  a  most  dangerous  assault  upon  the  Church. 

The 
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The  irruption  of  the  barbarous  nations  of  the  North, 
upon  the  declining  Empire,  is  of  great  importance  in 
civil  history.  It  occasioned  a  signal  revolution  in  power 
and  property,  and  produced  wonderful  effects  on  the 
manners,  customs,  and  laws  of  Europe.  But  although 
it  took  crowns  from  kings,  and  property  from  rich 
laymen,  and  overwhelmed  multitudes  in  slavery,  its 
disastrous  influence  was  small,  or  of  no  permanency, 
on  the  Christian  Church.  That  Church  had  already 
degenerated,  through  ignorance  and  corrupt  worship ; 
but  it  retained  its  property,  and  power,  and  the  number 
of  its  subjects:  nay,  it  greatly  increased  all  these; 
for  the  conquering  nations  forsook  their  pagan  creed 
for  the  religion  of  the  conquered  #. 

•  Motheira,  Cent.  vi.  part  i. — G  ibbon  narrates  the  number  of  the 
barbarous  nations  which  had  become  Christian  before  the  age  of 
Charlemagne;  and  remarks  that  the  Christians  were  then  in  possession 
of  all  the  fertile  lands  of  Europe,  which  had  been  seized  by  these 
warriors.    (Decline  of  the  Roman  Empire,  ch.  xxxvii.  p.  532,  4to.) 
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Denunciation  of  the  Three  Wort. 


13  Ka<  |JSo»,  Kj  71X.HOA 
,  i         K  flUTH  ) 

Gth-p.it is  it  (ajoh- 

f  v»tj  yuyuXf'  Ovau, 

»   •    •    I     »  1. 

xiff-u  iw*  fir  ynt, 


crap.  viii.  ver.  13. 

13  And  I  beheld,  and  I 

heard  one  \  eaS^  \ 
I  angel  $ 

flying  in  the  space  be- 
tween heaven  and 
earth,  saying,  with  a 
loud  voic«,  "  Woe! 
"  woe !  woe  !  to  those 


13  And  I  beheld,  and 
heard  an  angel  flying 
through  the  midst  of 
heaven*  saying,  with  a 
loud  voice,  Wo,  wo, 
wo  to  the  inbabiters  of 
the  earth,  by  reason 
of  the  other  voices  of 
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"  who  dwell  upon  the 
M  earth,  from  the  re* 
M  maining  voices  of 
"  the  trumpet  of  the 
"  three  angels,  who  are 
"  yet  to  sound !" 
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the  trumpet  of  the 
three  angels  which  are 
yet  to  sound. 


■   hi       ti  111    >  ■    i    ii  m 

Ver.  13.  And  I  beheld,  and  I  heard  one  fyfj^ 

flying;  &c]  Griesbach  has  admitted  the  word  ten 
(eagle)  into  the  text,  and  seems  to  produce  powerful 
authorities  for  the  admission.  But  the  received 
reading,  Afyth*  (angel)  seems  also  supported  by 
good  authorities;  and  internal  evidence  will  appear 
decisive  in  its  favour.  The  two  words  have  resemblance 
in  Greek  character,  and  might  be  confounded  by 
transcribers.  I  prefer  the  word  angel,  because,  in  the 
scenery  of  the  Apocalypse,  the  action  is  almost  en- 
tirely and  exclusively  admiuistefed  by  angels.  And  in 
ch.  xiv.  6,  the  Prophet  sees  "  another  angel  flying  in 
"  the  space  between  heaven  and  earth"  To  what  former 
angel  does  this  other  angel  refer,  but  to  this  of  the 
eighth  chapter,  who  is  the  only  one  before  described 
as  flying  ?  And  it  is  in  the  same  M  space  between 
u  heaven  and  earth."  And  this  angel  of  the  xivth 
chapter  is  followed  by  others,  all  of  them  angels,  no 
eagle.  I  remark  also  the  application  of  the  word  Jvec, 
one,  to  this  angel  or  eagle,  whichsoever  it  may  be.  If 
it  be  to  be  applied  to  an  eagle,  why  does  the  Prophet 
say  one  eagle ;  why  not  an  eagle  ?  for  no  eagles  had 
been  mentioned.  But  there  is  a  propriety,  if  it  be  an 
angel,  in  saying  one  angel,  because  many  angels  had 
been,  and  were  then,  employed  in  the  action.  The 
cohort  of  seven  angels  were  then  standing  forth  with 
their  trumpets. 

lb. 
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lb.  In  the  space  between  heaven  and  earth.]  The 
nerxtxvwx  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  cardinal 
points  in  the  Chaldean  astronomy,  opposed  to  the 
hypogaeum  * :  but  in  this  passage,  it  seems  simply  to 
mean  the  intermediate  space  between  heaven  and 
earth,  as  they  appeared  in  this  vision;  the  one  extended 
above,  the  other  below  f. 

Ib.  Woe!  woe!  woe!]  The  Divine  messenger,  at 
the  command  of  God,  leaving  heaven,  and  hovering 
over  the  earth,  proclaims  three  woes,  or  dreadful  cala- 
mities, to  happen  to  its  inhabitants,  under  the  three 
remaining  Trumpets.  No  greater  calamity  can  happen, 
to  the  sons  of  men,  than  the  corruption,  the  rejection, 
the  loss  of  true  Religion.  Under  the  four  preceding 
Trumpets,  an  hostile  invasion  of  the  whole  Christian 
Church,  in  its  fourfold  division,  had  taken  place ;  but 
the  view  of  its  effects  had  been  hitherto  general,  and 
representative  of  few  particulars.  The  warfare  s  now 
exhibited  more  plainly  and  openly  ;  and  Antichrist  will 
soon  stand  confessed.  In  the  apostolic  times,  in  the 
times  when  this  vision  was  exhibited  (and  the  four  first 
Trumpets  seem  to  have  their  date  from  those  times, 
ch.  i.),  Antichrist  already  was  said  to  be  come  J;  the 
mystery  of  iniquity  did  then  work§,  "  and  waxed 
u  worse  and  worse  ||."  So,  under  the  four  first  Trumpets, 
the  storm  seems  increasing;  but  the  calamity  is  as  yet 
described  only  in  general  terms,  previous  to  a  more 
particular  exhibition.  Now  it  advances  to  its  ma- 
turity, and  most  desolating  effects,  by  three  distinct 
and  particular  explosions,  under  the  three  last  Trumpets. 

•  Brucker,  Hist.  Crit.  Philos.  i.  139*  t  See  note,  ch  vii.  1. 

J  1  John  ii.  18,  22.  iv.  3.    2  John  7.  §  2  Thess.  ii.  7- 

||  2  Tim.  iii.  13.    What  is  thus  expressed  by  the  Sacred  writers, 

has  alway^been  understood  to  signify  the  beginnings  of  Antichristian 

power. 

b  b  PART 
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The  fifth  Trumpet,  and  first  JVoc. 


*l3o»  afif*  Ik  tS 

■If  i*  yi»'  ^  tfi- 
fin  avry  n  xAiu  t5 

2    K*i  W»£l  TO 

m'Ch  xairrtf  ix  t« 

laxouVdij  o  nXior 
o  ar f  IX  T*  x a  Try* 

IX  T«  x«*»S 

0o»  oxf/3tr  ill  T»» 

l^uaix,  iit 
il-vai'att  w  ax«f  w/oi 

«3«xiicwj  to»  xk' 
ret  t5i  yw,  *Si 

rls  *r6puvrtift  ct 
nvti  »x  iyjeci  rfiv 

IT/    Ti/»  fA!T*Wa/» 

5  •tr£>.    k«;  ju- 


CHAP.  ix.  VER.  1  12. 

1  And  the  fifth  angel 
sounded  :  and  I  saw  a 
star  from  heaven  fall 
to  the  earth:  and  to 
him  was  given  the  key 
of  the  pit  of  the  bot- 

2  tomless  deep.  And  he 
opened  the  pit  of  the 
bottomless  deep.  And 
there  arose  smoke  out 
of  the  pit,  as  the  smoke 
of  a  great  furnace.  And 
the  sun  was  darkened, 
and  the  air,  by  the 

3  smoke  of  the  pit.  And 
out  of  the  smoke  came 
forth  locusts  upon  the 
earth.  And  to  them 
was  given  power,  as 
the  scorpions  of  the 

4  earth  have  power.  And 
it  was  commanded 
them,  that  they  should 
not  injure  the  grass  of 
the  earth,  nor  any 
green  thing,  nor  any 
tree ;  but  only  the  men 
whosoever  have  not 
the  seal  of  God  upon 

5  their  foreheads.  And 
U  was  given  tkem  not 


1  And  the  fifth  angel 
sounded,  and  I  saw  a 
star  fall  from  heaven 
unto  the  earth :  and  to 
him  was  given  the  key 
of  the  bottomless  pit. 

2  And  he  opened  the 
bottomless  pit,  and 
there  arose  a  smoke 
out  of  the  pit,  as  the 
smoke  of  a  great  fur- 
nace ;  and  the  sun  and 
the  air  were  darkened, 
by  reason  of  the  smoke 

3  of  the  pit.  And  there 
came  out  of  the  smoke 
locusts  upon  the  earth ; 
and  unto  them  was 
given  power,  as  the 
scorpions  of  the  earth 

4  have  power.  And  it 
was  commanded  them 
that  they  should  not 
hurt  the  grass  of  the 
earth,  neither  any  green 
thing,  neither  any  tree ; 
but  only  those  men 
which  have  not  the 
seal  of  God  in  their 

5  foreheads.    And  to 
them  it  was  given  that 
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to  kill  them,  but  that 
they  should  be  tor- 
mented five  months: 
and  the  torment  of 
them  U  as  the  torment 
of  a  scorpion,  when  it 

6  striketh  a  man.  And 
in  those  days  shall  the 
men  seek  'death,  and 
shall  not  find  it ;  and 
shall  desire  to  die,  and 
death  shall  flee  from 

7  them.  And  the  ap- 
pearances of  the  lo- 
custs were  like  horses 
prepared  for  battle : 
and  upon  their  heads, 
as  it  were,  crowns  of 
gold;  and  their  faces 
as  the  faces  of  men  : 

8  And  they  had  hair,  as 
it  were,  the  hair  of 
women ;  and  iheirteeth 

9  were  as  of  lions.  And 
they  had  breast-plates, 
as  it  were,  breast- 
plates of  iron.  And 
the  sound  of  their 
wings  as  the  sound  of 
chariots,of  many  horses 

10  rushing  to  battle.  And 
they  have  tails  like  to 
scorpions ;  and  stings 
were  in  their  tails.  And 
their  power  was  to 
injure  the  men-  five 

1 1  months.  They  have 
over  them  a  king,  the 
angel  of  the  bottomless 
deep ;  his  name  in  He- 
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they  should  not  kill 
them,  but  that  they 
should  be  tormented 
five  months :  and  their 
torment  was  as  the  tor- 
ment of  a  scorpion, 
when  he  striketh  a 

6  man.  And  in  those 
days  shall  men  seek 
death,  and  shall  not 
find  it;  and  shall  de-' 
sire  to  die,  and  death 
shall  flee  from  them. 

7  And  the  shapes  of  the 
locusts  were  like  unto 
horses  prepared  unto 
battle;  and  on  their 
heads  nitre  as  it  were 
crowns  like  gold,  and 
their  faces  were  as  the 

8  faces  of  men.  And 
they  had  hair  as  the 
hair  of  women,  and 
their  teeth  were  as  the 

9  teeth  of  lions.  And 
they  had  breast-plates, 
as  it  were  breast-plates 
of  iron  ;  and  the 
sound  of  their  wings 
uns  as  the  sound  of 
chariots  of  many  horses 

10  running  to  battle.  And 
they  bad  tails  like  unto 
scorpions,  and  there 
were  stings  in  their 
tails  :  and  their  power 
was  to  hurt,  men  five 

1 1  mouths.  And  they  had 
a  king  over  them, 
which  is  the  angel  of 
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12  The  first  woe  is  past ; 
behold  there  come  yet 
two  woes  after  these 
things. 


brew  is  Abaddon  ;  and 
in  the  Greek  he  haih 
a    name,  Apollyon. 


12  name  Apollyon.  One 
wo  is  past,  and  behold 
there  come  two  woes 
more  hereafter. 


the  bottomless  pit, 
whose  name  in  the 
Hebrew  tongue  is  A- 
baddon,  but  iu  the 
Greek  tongue  hath  his 


(Aires.  ravr». 


Verses  1 — 11.  And  the  fifth  angel  sounded;  &c] 
In  these  eleven  verses  is  contained  a  very  particular  de- 
scription (and  indeed  the  first  particular  description 
occurring  in  the  Apocalypse)  of  the  prevalence  of 
Anti-Christianity.  For,  the  prophecies  of  the  six  Seals 
do  not  descend  to  any  minute  delineation  ;  and  those 
of  the  four  first  Trumpets  arc,  each  of  them,  com- 
prized in  a  very  narrow  compass ;  in  one,  or  at  the 
most,  two  short  verses.  Now  the  prospect  enlarges 
into  a  more  exact  display  of  the  warfare. 

Upon  the  blast  of  this  Trumpet,  which  is  woeful 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth*,  a  star  is  seen  to  fall, 
or  just  to  complete  its  fall,  from  heaven  to  earth : 
for,  such  seems  to  be  the  sense  of  wexTUMT*  f.  The  de- 
scent of  such  a  star  was  seen  under  the  third  Trum-. 
pet  J;  this  leader  of  iniquity  had  begun  his  evil  mi- 
nistry by  embittering,  by  corrupting  the  Waters  of 
Life.    This  corruption,  in  which  we  have  seen  him 

•  Ch.  viii.  13. 

t  Praesens-perfectum.  Annot.  S.  Clarke,  S.T.  P.  in  Horn.  Iliad, 
lib.  i.  lin.  37. 

t  Ch.  viii.  10.  consult  the  note. 


successfully 
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successfully  employed,  produced  those  beginnings  of 
darkness,  ignorance,  and  superstition,  which  were  dis- 
closed under  the  fourth  Trumpet.  Upon  the  blast  of 
the  iifth  Trumpet,  this  evil  increases.  To  these  begin- 
nings of  darkness,  he  is  permitted  to  add  the.  smoke 
and  machinations  of  hell  *.  It  is  by  pennission,  that 
lie  opens  this  source  of  infinite  mischief:  for,  the  keys 
of  death,  and  of  hell,  belong  to  another  power,  even 
to  the  Lord  of  Life  t-  But  "  the  Spirit  of  God  will 
"  not  always  strive  with  man  J."  The  wilful  and  re- 
probate are  at  length  given  up  to  the  just  consequen- 
ces of  their  wilfulness.  The  key  of  the  great  in- 
fernal deep,  (whence  are  the  M>i  ™  <r*7*vS,  the  depths 
of  Satan  §,  those  black  corruptive  doctrines,  which 
destroy  the  purity  and  splendour  of  the  Church,)  is 
given  to  the  fallen  star,  to  the  fallen  angel ;  to  "  the 
"  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air  ;  the  power  of  dark- 
"  ness ;  that  spirit  which  worketh  in  the  children  of 
"  disobedience  ||."  He  is  an  angel,  for  so  he  is  ex- 
pressly called,  (v.  11.)  "  the  angel  of  the  bottomless 
"  deep,"  and  surely  an  evil  angel:  and  in  this  de- 
scription, as  also  in  his  fall from  heaven,  his  evil  cha- 
racter will  be  found  to  correspond  with  that  of  the 
chief  of  our  infernal  enemies,  called  Satan  in  the 
twelfth  chapter:  who,  under  the  symbol  of  a  fiery 
dragon,  is  there  described  as  having  fallen  from 
heaven.  There  can  be  little  or  no  doubt  therefore, 
but  that  the  Prince  of  Darkness,  Satan,  or,  which 

*  For  iCvtrtrof  is  certainly  used  to  signify  that  part  of  *Ahs,  or  hell, 
which  is  to  be  the  place  of  punishment  to  the  wicked.  Compare 
ch.  xx,  1—3.  and  2  Pet.  ii.  4. 

f  Ch.  i.  13.    ,         X  Gen  vi.  3.  $  See  note,  ch.ii.  24. 

j|  Eph.  ii.  2.  tuke  xxii.  53.  Col.  ii.  15.  See  also  John  xii.  31.  46. 
'  kiv.  30.  Acts  xxvi.  18.  Epb.  vi.  12.  Heb.  ii.  14. 

.  .  Will 

.  ):  >.  t 
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will  amount  nearly  to  the  same  thing,  one  of  his 
ministers  *  is  the  agent  who  opens  the  infernal  deep. 
Upon  the  opening  of  this  pit,  vast  clouds  of  smoke  are 
seen  to  ascend,  darkening  the  sun  and  air.  Ignorance 
and  superstition,  frequently  described  in  Scripture 
under  these  figures,  invade  the  Christian  atmosphere  f. 
Under  covert  of  these  clouds,  and  engendered  in  these 
"  depths  of  Satan  J,"  locusts  come  forth.    Locusts  are 
described  by  profane  as  well  as  sacred,  by  ancient 
and  by  modern  authors,  as  committing  the  most  ex- 
traordinary depredations  in  the  eastern  regions;  the 
horror  of  which  is  represented  as  beginning  with  a 
deprivation  of  light.  Solem  obumbrant,  "  they  darken 
i(  the  sun,"  says  Pliny  §.  "  At  that  time,  Syria  suffered 
"  from  a  scarcity  of  food  for  cattle  of  all  kinds,  and 
M  of  corn,  occasioned  by  a  multitude  of  locusts,  so 
u  great,  as  had  never  before  been  seen  in  the  memory 
11  of  man;  which,  like  a  thick  cloud,  flying  about 
"  in  mid-day,  aud  obscuring  the  light,  devoured  the 
"  products  of  the  fields  on  every  side  ||."    "  Suddenly 
"  there  came  over  our  heads  a  thick  cloud,  which 
"  darkened  the  air,  and  deprived  us  of  the  rays  of 
"  the  sun;  we  soon  found,  that  it  was  owing  to  a 
14  cloud  of  locusts        But  the  locusts,  seen  in  this 

•  Jude  6. 

1  Prov.ii,  IS.  Joel  ii.  10.  John  xii.  35.  46,  Eph.  v,  8.  11,  &c, 

X  Ch.  ii,  24,  h  Nat.  Hist.  xi.  *9. 

||  Laborabat  eo  tempore  pabuli  omnis  generis  et  annonae  inopia 
Syria,  ob  locustarum  nusquam  horainum  memoria  tan  tarn  visam  mul- 
titudinem :  quae  densae  nubis  instar,  die  in  media,  luce  obscurata, 
volitanles,  agrum  circumquaque  depastpe  sunt,  Tnuauus,  clxxxiv.  vii, 
p.  36*4.  torn.  v. 

H  Adamson's  Voyage  to  Senegal!,  p.  127.  See  also  Bochart,  on 
Joel.  ii.  10;  and  Chandler,  on  the  same  place.  These  quotations  are 
collected  by  Archbishop  Newcome.  And  to  these  add  the  following, 
from  Holy  Scripture  j  Expd.  x.  12,  6*.  Jer.  Ii.  27,  &c.  Nahum  iii.  15, 

vision, 
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vision,  have  a  yet  more  dreadful  character ;  they  have 
the  power  of  scorpions,  and  stings  in  their  tails;  and 
their  prey  is  not  (as  usual  with  locusts)  the  grass  and 
green  plants,  and  trees  of  the  field;  they  are  per- 
mitted to  attack  man;  yet  not  all  men,  "  those  only 
"  who  have  not  the  seal  of  God  upon  their  foreheads ;" 
by  which  we  plainly  understand  *,  that  all  sincere 
servants  of  Christ  are  preserved  from  the  mischief. 
The  scorpion  is  a  small  insect,  contemptible  as  the 
locust  in  its  size  and  appearance ;  but  formidable  by 
reason  of  its  sting.    Scorpions  are  classed  in  Holy 
Writ,  together  with  serpents,  as  a  part  of  the  power 
of  the  infernal  enemy  f.    And  our  Lord  gives  his  Dis- 
ciples power  over  them  5  and  it  is  in  consequence  of 
this  gift  that  the  sealed  escape  their  venom.    The  men 
who  are  attacked  by  them  are  not  killed,  but  wounded 
and  tormented.   They  lose  not  altogether  their  spiritual 
life  in  Christ,  their  knowledge  of  a  life  immortal, 
purchased  and  revealed  to  them  by  their  Redeemer, 
whose  name  they  still  confess,  and  to  whom  they 
may  yet  return,  and  live  %  ;  but  the  impression  made 
upon  them  by  this  infernal  attack,  renders  the  pro- 
spect of  a  pure  spiritual  life  no  longer  the  object  of 
delight ;  they  are  of  those  who  love  darkness  better 
than  light,  because  their  deeds  are  evil  §. 

A  nearer 

•  See  note,  cb.  vii.  2.  t  Luke  x.  10. 

\  See  note,  ch.  Hi.  1.  vi.  8. 

S  A  most  eloquent  representation  of  mental  torment,  conveyed 
under  the  emblem  of  scorpion-stings,  will  be  found  in  these  lines : 
14  Cold,  fearful  drops  staud  on  my  trembling  flesh  ;  — 
44  O  coward  consicence  !  how  dost  tbou  afflict  me  ! 
44  Oh,  the  affliction  of  those  terrible  dreams 
44  That  shake  us  nightly  !  Better  be  with  the  dead, 
44  Than  on  such  torture  of  the  mind  to  lie. 
44  Oh  !  full  of  Scoepioss  is  my  mind,— I'm  fill'd  with  horro  !" 
<  Macbeth 
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Ver.  7-  Like  horses 
prepared for  battle. 


Upon  their  heads, 
as  it  were,  crozvns  < 
of  gold. 
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A  nearer  view  of  these  swarms  of  An ti christian 
corrupters  exhibits  them, 

Naturalists  have  remarked  the 
resemblance  in  shape  between  the 
head  of  the  locust  and  that  of  the 
horse*.  They  are  swift,  intrepid, 
and  formidable;  the  worldly-mind- 
ed,  who  have  not  the  seal  of  God, 
^cannot  easily  escape  them. 

The  true  golden  crown  is  the 
proper  ornament  of  Christ  himself, 
of  his  elders,  of  his  followers,  of 
those  who  overcome  sin  and  the 
world,  by  his  example  and  power. 
See  notes,  (ch.  iii.  12.  ii.  12.  iv.  4. 
vi.  2.)  These  imposing  enemies  of 
the  true  faith,  have  crowns,  not  of 
gold,  but,  as  it  were  of  gold",  (see 
Matt,  xxiii.  27,  28.)  they  deceive 
under  die  appearance  of  the  Chris- 
tian Religion. 

'  The  face  of  maagiven  to  an  ani- 
mal, implies  a  reasoning  power  in 
that  animal ; — 

Os  hotnibi  sublime  dedit,  ccelumque  tueri 
Jussit. — 

These  deceivers  impose  by  a  show 
of  reasoning:  and  bv  the  specious  elo- 
^  quence  which  is  human.  Ignatius,  in 
his  Epistle  to  the  Church  of  Smyr- 
na, written  about  the  time  when 
the  great  Gnostic  heresy  began  to 


Their  faces  as  the 
faces  of  men. 


t  Bochart,  on  Joel  ii.  where  it  is  said  of  them,  "  like. horsemen, 
"  shall  they  run."  Ray,  on  Insects ;  tjuoted  by  Bp.  Newton. 

prevail, 
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Their  hair,  as  of 
women. 


< 


prevail,  calls  these  deceivers  9*ip<* 
«vfip«TOf*op$tf,  wild-beasts  with  the 
appearance  of  men.  (Patres  Aposto- 
Jici,  sect,  iv.) 

"  They  possess  the  arts  of  allure- 
ment. The  hair  of  the  women, 
among  the  Eastern  nations  of 
antiquity,  was  long ;  which  was 
accounted  effeminate  in  a  man. 
(I  Cor.  xi.  14,  15.) 

Yet  under  this  effeminate  allu- 
ring appearance,  they  devour  and 
destroy.  (Joel.  i.  6.  Psalms  lvii.  4. 
Iviii.  6.  Ezek.  xix.  6.  xxii.  25.  1  Pet. 
v.  8.  Heb.  xi.  33.) 

The  natural  locust  has  a  breast- 
plate, or  coat  of  mail :  these  symbolic 

They  hare  breast    ^0CU8ts  nave  defensive  armour,  to 

.  r  .        1  repel  the  weapons  of  controversy, — 

plates,  as  oj  iron.    ^    r  1  .  J 

such  Scriptural  opposition  as  the 
orthodox  Christian  would  bring 
asainst  them. 


Their  teeth,  as  of 
Hons. 


Ver.  9-  The  sonnet 
of  their  wings  is  as 
the  sound  of  cha-  > 
riots,  of  many  horses 
rushing  to  battle. 


Their  attack  is  powerful  and 
alarming  ;  with  the  furious  noise  of 
a  great  host,  they  overbear  all  be- 
fore them.  (Joel  ii.  5.) 


Ver.  10.  They 
have  tails  like  to 
scorpionstand  stings^ 
in  their  tails. 


'  As  by  the  appointment  of  the 
Creator,  the  face  belongs  to  man 
only;  so  the  tail  is  peculiar  to  brutes  : 
and  thus  the  more  brutal  passions 
and  appetites  seem  to  be  here  em- 
ployed, as  an  instrument  of  seduc- 
tion.   The  dragon  acts  by  the  same 

instrument, 


toft 


Their  porcer  is  to 
injure  the  men,  five  < 
months. 


Ver.  11,  Lastly, 
They  have  over  them 
a  king,  the  angel  of 
the  bottomless  deep. 
Hisname  in  Hebrew 
is  Abaddon,  in  the 
Greek  A  poll  yon, 
that  is,  Destroyer. 
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instrument,  the  tail,  (ch.  xit.  4). 
"  The  sting  of  death  is  sin, "  (I  Cor. 
Lxv.  56). 

The  continuance  of  these  anti- 
christian  invaders  is  during  five 
months,  or  150  days ;  that  is,  in 
prophetical  language,  (see  note, 
ch.  ii.  10.)  150  years. 

The  king,  or  leader  of  this  war- 
fare, is  not  one  of  the  scorpion-lo- 
custs, one  of  their  own  earthly 
stock  and  nature ;  they  have  super- 
natural assistance  and  direction; 
the  evil  angel,  who  had  embittered 
the  waters,  and  opened  the  infernal 
abyss,  being  himself  their  king. 
With  respect  to  the  name  Apollyon, 
observe,  that  Judas  Iscariot  is  called 
by  our  Lord  I  vhs  r*jf  JvqXbixs,  the 
son  of  perdition  or  destruction,  after 
Satan  had  entered  into  him,  (John 
xvii.  12).  And  the  heresies  de- 
scribed in  2  Pet  ii.  which  by  the 
best  commentators  are  supposed  to 
be  of  the  Gnostic  cast,  are  styled 


After  this  comparative  view  of  the  figurative  lan- 
guage of  the  text,  we  may  proceed  to  observe,  that, 
as  swarms  of  locusts,  under  the  Old  Testament,  are 
used  to  signify  armies  devastating  the  Holy  Land,  the 
heritage  of  God,  the  Theocracy  under  which  the  Is- 
raelites enjoyed  superior  blessings  and  protection  :  So, 
under  the  New  Testament,  such  an  invasion,  led  by 
an  evil  angel,  from  the  depths  of  hell,  must  be  un- 
5  derstood 
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derstood  to  have  for  its  object,  the  Christian 
the  heritage  of  Christ, 

The  object  of  attack,  then,  seems  clearly  ascertain- 
ed.   But  of  what  nature  are  the  assailants  f  Do  they 
attack  the  Church  with  arms  ?  or  with  more  formida- 
ble weapons,— with  corruptive  doctrines  ?  The  figura- 
tive expressions  here  used,  may,  in  many  instances, 
imply  either.    But  that  part  of  the  description  which 
represents  the  u  sealed  of  God,"  the  faithful  and  true 
Christians,  as  unhurt  by  their  stings,  seems  to  point 
out  decisively,  that  the  invasion  is  not  by  arms  lite- 
rally understood.    In  no  invasion  of  the  Christian 
Church  by  arms,  has  it  been  known,  (nor  indeed 
can  it  be  consistently  supposed,)  that  the  sealed,  the 
sincere  servants  of  God  through  Christ,  should  escape. 
Upon  such  trying  occasions,  tbey  die  nobly,  as  mar- 
tyrs, or  at  least  undergo  patiently  their  share  of  the 
common  calamity.    But  suppose  a  base  corruption  of 
Religion,  engendered  in  the  depths  of  hell,  and  pro- 
mising worldly  greatness,  and  pleasure  and  power,  to 
attack  the  Christian  Church; — in  such  case,  the  pro- 
phecy now  before  us  might  be  exactly  fulfilled.  The 
sealed,  the  true  servants  of  Christ,  would  reject  the 
proffered  allurements,  would  adhere  to  their  ancient 
faith ;    while  the   worldly  and  nominal  Christians 
would  be  captured  in  the  snare.    For  this  reason,  (as 
well  as  because  in  the  progress  of  our  enquiry  it  will 
be  found  so  best  to  accord,)  under  the  symbol  of  the 
scorpion-locusts,  we  are  to  look  for  a  swarm,  not  of 
armed  men,  but  of  teachers  of  corrupt  doctrines. 

In  the  early  times  of  the  Church,  many  notions, 
corruptive  of  pure  Christianity,  were  engendered  by 
fanatical  and  wicked  heretics.  But  the  authority  of 
the  Apostles  and  of  apostolical  men  prevented,  for  a 
time,  their  successful  propagation.  Yet  their  in- 
crease 
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crease  and  prevalence  were  foretold  by  the  Holy  Spirit*; 
and,  these  holy  men  being  now  removed,  they  swarm 
through  the  Christian  world.  Such  heresies  were  pre- 
ordained, to  prove  the  Church;  the  sealed,  the  pure 
and  faithful  followers  of  their  Lord,  Mere  to  escape 
the  contagion  f.  And,  in  the  corrupted,  they  do  not 
utterly  destroy  the  life,  the  spiritual  life  which,  is  in 
Christ %;  for,  the  Divine  evidences  of  the  Gospel 
were  in  those  early  times  so  clearly  established  bv 

%t  WW 

recent  miracles,  were  so  palpable  and  convincing,  as 
not  to  be  withstood,  or  denied,  by  those  who  made 
enquiry.  But  these  heretics  corrupt  and  debase  the 
faith  which  they  acknowledge,  by  the  addition  of 
their  own  philosophical  dreams  and  superstitions. 

Now,  the  first  swarm,  the  first  multitudinous 
host  of  corrupters,  recorded  in  Christian  history,  is 
that  of  the  Gnostics  §  Their  seeds  and  beginnings 
are  observable  in  the  first  century,  even  in  the  apos- 
tolic times  || .  Cerinthus  appears  to  have  imbibed  the 
Gnostic  doctrines,  and  also  the  Nicolaitans «[.  But 
heretics  of  this  description  were  not  successful  in  cor- 
rupting the  Church  during  its  first  century.  Euse- 

■ 

•  2  Cor.  x'l.  13.  U;  1  Tim.  vi.  3,  4,  5,  20,  21 ;  2  Tim.  iii.  13; 
2  I\t.  ii.  I,  &c. 

i  1  Cor.  xi.  19  ;  2  Then.  ii.  1  J.  iii.  3. 

■ 

t  See  notes,  cli.  iii.  1.  vi.  S. 

$  "  The  first  great  heresy,  which  as  a  gangrene  did  overspread  and 
M  consume  much  of  the  beaut),  glory,  and  vigour  of  the  Christian 
"  Church,  was  that  of  the  Gnostics."  Gale,  Court  of  the  Gentile*, 
pt.  iii.  b.  ii.  sect.  7. 

||  T«  ^mvKfAH  ytvirt-x  f:  the  very  name  under  which  it  is  attacked 
by  tftnaeus;  1  Tim.  \i.  20,  21;  Col.  ii.  S,  9,  10;  1  John  ii.  18; 
Kpist.  Polycarpi. 

^  Euteb.  II.  E.  lib.  iii.  c.  28.  Mo&heiiu,  i.>H6\  HT.  WttitbV  on 
2  Pet.  ii.  See  also  note,  ch.  ii.  6 ;  \\  46. 
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bius  says  expressly,  that  the  attempts  of  the  heretics 
against  the  purity  of  the  Church,  had  little  success 
in  the  apostolical  times;  and  he  dates  their  prevalence 
from  the  times  of  Ignatius's  martyrdom,  the  latter 
days  of  the  emperor  Trajan,  or  the  beginning  of  those 
of  Adrian  *.  The  same  author  has  preserved  for  us  a 
fragment  from  the  works  of  Hegesippus,  who  lived  in 
the  times  of  Adrianf  ;  and  he  says,  that,  14  until  those 
' 4  times  the  Church  had  continued  a  pure  and  incorrupt 
"  Virgin ;  for,  that  those  who  attempted  to  corrupt 
"  the  wholesome  canon  of  Evangelical  doctrine,  had 
"  hitherto  remained  in  obscurity.  But  when  the  sa- 
M  cred  company  of  the  Apostles  was  departed,  and 
"  the  generation  of  those  who  were  thought  worthy 
"  to  hear  their  divine  preaching  was  gone,  then  the 
"  conspiracy  of  impious  deceit  had  its  beginning; — 
M  then  to  the  preaching  of  the  truth  did  they  dare 
"  boldly  to  oppose  their  knowledge  falsely  so  called  J.n 
Clemens  Alexandrinus,  speaking  of  the  Gnostics,  as- 
serts that  they  were  not  a  pestilential  heresy  before 
the  times  of  Adrian  §.  Irenrcus,  a  nearer  witness  of 
those  times,  after  describing  the  doctrines  of  the 
Gnostics,  as  derived  from  Simon  Magus  and  Menan* 
der,  to  Saturninus,  Basilides,  and  Carpocratcs,  speak- 

•  Eccl.  Hist.  lib.  iv.  c.  7.  iii.  3G.  +  Lib.  iii.  c.  32. 

I  tntianvfjLOf  yvvorir,  the  term  used  by  Irenaeus,  in  his  treatise  against 
the  Gnostics.  Imvit  is  true  knowledge,  and  is  thus  applied  by  the 
Sacred  writers,  and  by  the  fathers,  to  express  divine  knowledge. 
And  therefore  ywrtm$  means  a  well-informed  Christian.  (See  Clem. 
Alex.  Strom,  lib.  iv.  and  vi.)  Hence  the  Gnostics  were  not  allowed 
by  the  orthodox,  the  name  which  they  impudently  assumed :  but  to 
them  they  attributed  the  ■^iv^urvfA.n  «y»w<r<»  mentioned  by  Saint  Paul, 
(1  Tim.  vi.  20).  In  the  next  century,  when  this  folly  was  gone,  a 
fraternity  of  monks  took  the  name  of  Gnostics  in  its  proper  and  good 
sense.    Socratis  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  iv.  c.  23. 

§  Strom,  lib.  vit  17.  viii.  27. 

ing 
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ing  of  the  two  last,  says ;  "  their  impure  followers 
are  not  to  be  numbered, — springing  up  like  mush- 
"  rooms:"  and  thus  he  certifies  the  time  of  the  great 
pestilential  irruption #.  Epiphanius,  quoting  from 
Irenaeus,  observes,  that  they  burst  out  of  the  earth 
together  at  one  time,  like  mushrooms,  the  lurking- 
places  of  many  scorpions  f . 

In  short,  by  the  united  and  prevailing  testimony 
of  the  fathers,  it  appears  that  the  Gnostics  did  not  be- 
gin to  swarm  over  the  Christian  Church  before  the 
period  mentioned  by  Eusebius;  the  end  of  Trajan's 
or  beginning  of  Adrian's  reign.  Internal  evidence 
may  be  collected  confirming  this  account.  Ignatius, 
(at  the  time  of  whose  martyrdom,  the  Gnostics  are 
described  by  these  fathers  as  beginning  to  swarm,)  in 
his  epistles,  written  at  this  period,  represents  the  lea- 
ders of  this  enormous  heresy  as  h*bpo$wloit  still  work- 
ing covertly.  He  describes  the  Church  of  Ephesus  as 
happily  withstanding  their  impressions:  but  in  his 
passage  to  Rome,  he  finds  the  heresyarchs  busily  em- 
ployed in  corrupting  other  churches  J.  Polycarp  lived 
to  a  later  period,  when  the  vast  irruption  had  taken 
place.  This  apostolical  bishop  was  frequently  assailed 
by  these  heretical  doctrines  ;  for  Irenseus,  when  a 
boy,  remembered  him  in  that  situation,  stopping  his 
ears,  and  moving  from  the  place  where  he  heard 
these  Gnostical  blasphemies,  (as  he  says,  was  custo- 
mary with  him,)  and  exclaiming,  O  gracious  God, 

•  Velut  a  terra  fungi  manifestati  sunt etenim  non  est  numerum 
dicere  eorum,  qui  secundum  alteram  et  alteram  modum  excideraut 
fcveritate.   Iren.lib.  1.  c.  21,  25,  32,  33.  iii.  c.  4. 

f  Cont.  Hanr.  lib.  i.  31.  See  also  Tertullian  de  Prose.  Haer.  c.  30, 
Cypriani  Epist.75,  the  letter  of  Firmilian  to  that  father* 

;  Ignat  Epist.  ad  Ephes.  7,  8,  9  ;  ad  Smyni.  5. 

to 
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to  what  times  hast  thou  reserved  me,  to  undergo  all 
this  • ! 

Thus,   although  ecclesiastical  history  has  preser- 
ved but  few  original  documents  belonging  to  the  times 
of  which  we  enquire,  (for  they  perished  in  the  Dio- 
cletian persecution) ;  yet  there  is  abundant  proof  of 
the  period  when  the  grand  Gnostical  irruption  took 
place.    It  burst  forth  in  Asia  and  Africa  at  nearly  the 
same  time.    Saturninus,  followed  by  Cerdo,  and  by 
Marcion  who  afterwards  corrupted  Italy,  by  Barde- 
sanes,  Tatian,  Severus,  and  their  multitudinous  dis- 
ciples, spread  the  poison  over  the  east.    While  Basi- 
lides  in  Africa,  followed  by  Carpocrates,  Valentine, 
&c.  overran  the  rest  of  the  Christian  world.  Nume- 
rous churches  and  communities  of  these  Gnostics  con- 
tinued to  flourish,  and  to  bring  scandal  on  the  Chris- 
tian name,  through  that  century  and  the  better  half 
of  the  next.    But  in  this  their  progress,  they  were 
vigorously  opposed  by  the  orthodox  and  pure  Chris- 
tians; by  Justin  Martyr,  Irenseus,  Tertullian,  Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus,  and  Origen;  and  in  their  wild 
philosophy,  by  the  Platonic  philosophers  under  Plo- 
tinus ;  at  whose  death,  in  the  year  270,  they  will  be 
seen  to  have  been  almost  entirely  sunk  and  gone. — 
So  that,  taking  all  these  accounts  together,  we  find 
evidence,  that  the  duration  of  the  Gnostics,  as  a 
prevailing  heresy  and  pestilential  swarm,  (for,  it  is  in 
that  view  only  that,  consistently  with  the  symbols, 
we  are  to  consider  them,)  was  about  150  years,  the 
period  foretold  "f. 

The 

•  Euseb.  H.  E.  lib.  v.  20. 

+  The  exact  time  of  the  rise  of  the  Gnostics  having  appeared  to 
occasion  some  dispute  in  the  literary  world  ;  it  may  be  proper  to  add 
•  lew  more  words  qm  this  subject.— The  learned  have  beeu  generally 

agreed, 
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The  Gnostics  are  represented  to  us,  by  the  fathers, 
as  deriving  their  religious  principles  from  the  Nicolai- 

tans ; 


agreed,  by  the  testimonies  of  the  ancients,  (such  as  we  have  above 
reported,)  to  refer  the  rise  of  these  heretics  to  the  beginning  of  the 
second  century.  But  Bishop  Pearson,  in  his  Vmdicice  Ignatianx, 
attempted  to  shew  that  they  were  of  earlier  date.  He  was  answered 
in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  by  Dodwell,  (Diss.  i.  in  Irenaeum).  The 
learned  and  judicious  Mosheim,  having  given  a  particular  atten- 
tion to  this  subject,  has  perfectly  reconciled  these  contending 
opinions,  by  observing,  that  the  Gnostics  were  lurking  in  the  Churcu 
in  the  first  century;  but  that  it  was  not  before  the  second  century 
that  they  burst  from  their  obscurity  into  open  day : — "  Certisque 
u  ducibus  adscitis,  stabilem  sibi  formani,  ccrtasque  1  eges  pnescnbe- 
"  bant."  (Cora,  de  Rebus  Christian,  ante  Const.  Mag.  Sax.  i.  sect, 
lx.)  And  again;  qui,  (scil.  Gnostici,)  quum  primo  rei  Christianas 
seculo  sine  luce  et  gloria  vixissent,  paucisque  discipulis  usi  fuissent, 
Iladriano  imperaute,  audacius  rem  suam  agere  incipiebant,  atque  per 
varias  proviucias  paulatim  familias  satis  uumerosas  colligebant,  col- 
lectasque  omni  contentione  roborarc,  ornarc,  ac  amplificare  stude- 
bant.  Deficicbant  ad  hoc  genus  hominum  plurimi  Christianorum,  sanis 
antea  sententiis  deditorum,  partim  eloquentia  quorundam  fanatica  ; 
part  mi  pietatis  quam  nonnulli  pr.e  se  ferebaut,  magna  specie;  partim 
etiara  securius  vivendi,  et  liberids  peccandi  desiderio,  cui  aliqui 
eorum  favebant,  allccti.  (Siec.  ii.  sect.  xli.  See  also  Mosheim's  Eccl. 
Hist.  cent.  11.  c.  5.  sect.  4.)  The  learned  are  now,  I  believe,  gene- 
rally agreed,  that  this  is  the  true  state  of  the  question.  Le  Clerc  had 
incautiously  referred  the  times  of  Saturninus  to  the  first  century ;  but 
Mosheira  has,  in  the  same  work,  shewn  this  to  be  by  mistake.  (Sa;c. 
ii.  sect,  xliv.)  lie  adds,  that  it  is  beyond  all  doubt,  that  all  he 
numerous  and  important  sec  ts  of  the  Gnostics  flourished  in  the  middle 
of  the  second  century,  and  that  the  chief  of  them  had  their  origin 
not  long  after  the  beginning  of  that  century,  u  non  diu  post  initia 
•*  seculi  exortas  esse."  Upon  these  authorities  we  shall  appear  fully 
justified  in  placing  the  rise  of  the  Gnostics  as  a  prevalent  pestilential 
heresy,  at  or  before  the  year  120.  In  the  17th  of  Adrian,  anno  133, 
Basilidcs  was  living  at  Alexandria,  (Euseb.  Chron.) ;  in  127  Mar- 
cion  came  to  Rome,  (Ireu.  lib.  iii.  c.  4.)- and  there  began  to  broack 
his  false   doctrine ;  and  the  leading  teachers  of  these  doctrines 
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tans*;  but  as  carrying  their  mischievous  notions  as 
«xpov,  to  the  utmost  excess.    To  the  wildest  dreams 

of 

•  See  note,  ch.  ii.  6*.  Clem;  Alex.  Strom.  Hi.*  425.  Epiphan. 
Haer.  25. 


continued,  says  Clemens  Alexandriuus,  to  the  times  of  the  Antonines. 
(Strom,  vii.  ad  fin.) 

So  much  for  the  rise  of  the  Gnostics.  Their  continuance,  as 
a  prevalent  pestilential  heresy,  cannot  be  so  accurately  ascertained ; 
because  their  decline  was  gradual,  and  not,  like  their  rise,  by  a 
sudden  burst.  But  after  the  same  manner  as  the  question  con- 
cerning the  rise  of  these  sects  is  properly  confined  to  their  appear- 
ance as  a  generally  prevalent  pestilential  heresy,  and  is  not  affected 
by  Gnostic llI  principles  having  been  previously-  professed  by  some/hi' 
Christians ;  so,  the  enquiry  concerning  the  termination  of  this  heresy 
is  to  be  governed  by  the  time,  when  these  heretics  appeared  no  longer 
in  such  numbers,  as,  fulfilling  the  prophecy,  darkened  the  face  of  the 
Church.  When  they  no  longer  appear  in  this  character,  the  period  we 
seek  is  arrived  ;  and  we  have  no  occasion  to  pursue  their  remains,  a 
lew  stragling  Gnostics,  in  whose  times  the  Gnostical  influence  on 
Christianity  was  reduced  to  a  still  lower  state  than  that  in  which  it 
was  seen  previously  to  the  grand  irruption  under  Saturninus  and 
Basilides. 

Now  it  is  clear  from  the  writings  of  Irenajus,  Tertullian,  Clemens 
Alexandrinus,  and  of  Plotinus,  that  the  Gnostics  continued  to  flourish 
in  the  times  of  these  writers;  which  will  be  found  to  continue 
through  the  second  century,  and  beyond  the  middle  of  the  third. 
And  after  these  times,  we  do  not  find  that  the  champions  of  the 
Church  had  much  occasion  in  their  writings  to  oppose  the  doctrines  of 
the  Gnostics,  or  that  they  mention  them  as  a  swarming  prevailing 
heresy.  The  history  of  the  Church  at  the  end  of  the  third  century  is 
indeed  imperfect;  many  of  its  records  having  perished  in  the  Diocle- 
tian persecution:  but  in  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  century,  when 
the  Church,  delivered  from  persecution,  held  frequent  and  general 
councils,  and  condemned  the  doctrines  and  opinions  of  the  prevailing 
heretics  ;  we  hear  little  or  notiiing  of  those  of  the  Gnostics.  Hence  it 
may  be  concluded  that  the^  were  no  longer  formidable  to  the  Church, 
and  hence  Mosheim  and  other  ecclesiastical  enquirers  have  observed, 
that  the  philosophy,  which  sprang  up  in  the  Church  in  the  third  cen- 
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of  visionary  and  fantastic  philosophy,  derived  from 
the  oriental  schools,  which  they  incorporated  with 

the 


tury  with  Origen  and  others,  ad  absurda  harum  sectarum  comment* 
profliganda  et  funditits  evertenda  sufficiebat.  (Mosheim  de  Rebus  ante 
Const,  ssec.  ii.  See  also  Eccl.  Hist.)    Yet  it  must  not  be  concealed, 
that  the  same  learned  author  has  observed  in  another  passage,  that 
the  followers  of  Marcion  were  not  entirely  eradicated  before  the  fifth 
or  sixth  century.    And  the  method  which  this  judicious  writer  has 
taken  (as  above  represented)  to  reconcile  the  jarring  opinions  con- 
cerning the  rise  of  the  Gnostics,  must  in  this  place  be  used  to  re- 
concile his  o«n  opinions  concerning  their  continuance.    The  Gnostic* 
were  extinct,  as  a  prevalent  pestilential  heresy ;  but  from  their  ashes, 
yet  warm,  doctrines  of  a  similar  cast  were  seen,  now  and  then,  to 
blaze  forth :  but  these  were  soon  extinct  again,  and  never  acquired 
any  thing  like  that  universal  domination,  described  by  historians  to 
have  taken  place  in  the  second  century ;  which  they  have  hence  de- 
nominated the  Gnostic  age.      The  Manichaians  incorporated  some 
Gnostic  principles  into  their  doctrines  :  but  this  sect  was  never  nume- 
rous. (Libanius,  Epist.  ad  Priscian. ;  Lardner,  Cred.  vol.  viii.  37,  57, 
156.)    Yet,  in  the  page  of  history,  it  seems  to  have  obtained  a  cele- 
brity, equal,  or  perhaps  superior,  to  that  of  the  Gnostics.   This  cir- 
cumstance is  to  be  attributed  entirely  to  the  numerous  writings  which 
have  come  down  to  us  from  the  age  of  the  Manichasaus,  while  so  few 
have  descended  from  the  Gnostical  age.  (August,  cont.  Faust,  c.  20. 
22 ;  Lardner,  Cred.  vi.  p.  38.  56.  viii.  37.)    The  PrisciUianistsy  in 
the  fourth  century,  were  also  said  to  have  sprung  from  the  Gnostic 
ashes:  but  Gibbon  calls  them  a  recent  sect :  (Hist,  of  Decline  and 
Full,  ch.  xxvii.)  and  Lardner,  upon  good  reasons,  which  he  assigns, 
doubts  of  this  origin  attributed  to  them.  (Cred.  Gosp.  art.  Priscil- 
lianists.)    He  says  also,  that  they  would  have  been  little  known  or 
regarded,  but  from  the  violent  and  inhuman  methods  used  to  extirpate 
them.  (Cred.  vol.  be.)  Excepting  in  these  instances  (which  appear  of 
a  doubtful  character,  and  by  no  means  exhibit  the  Gnostical  sects  as 
continuing  to  darken  and  disturb  the  Christian  world,)  very  few  re- 
mains can  be  found  of  these  heretics,  beyond  the  time  allotted  to 
tliem  in  the  prophecy.    Yet,  Epiphanius  says,  that  in  his  times,  in 
the  fourth  century,  there  were  seme  relies  of  them.    And  this  may  be 
aUowed,  without  itnneuching  the  application  oi  this  prophecy  to  the 
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the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  rejecting  or  corrupt- 
ing any  part  of  the  Sacred  Writings  which  op- 
posed 


tory,)  when  the  swarm,  the  great  body,  has  disappeared,  and  may 


But  further  to  shew  that  the  remains  of  the  Gnostics,  after  the 
time  specified,  (about  the  year  26*0,  or  270,)  were  very  inconsiderable, 
I  shall  add  a  few  additional  authorities,  all  taken  from  writers  of 
those  times. 

Celsus,  the  Epicurean  Philosopher,  who  is  supposed  to  have 
written  his  book  against  the  Christian  Religion  about  the  times  of 
Antoninus  Pius,  when  .the  Gnostics  had  already  put  forth  their  grand 
iwarm,  mentioned  many  sects  of  them  under  various  denominations, 
which  in  the  year  252,  when  Origen  wrote  his  famous  answer  to  that 
book,  were  so  entirely  gone,  that  this  learned  Father  professes  an 
utter  ignorance  of  them.  And  he  blames  Celsus  for  ascribing  to  the 
Christians  the  strange  dreams  aud  inventions  of  these  heretics,  in  par- 
ticular of  the  Ophiani,  who,  he  says,  in  his  time,  had  altogether  dis- 
appeared, or  were  very  few  indeed.  (Origen.  conl.  Cels.  lib.  vi. 
p.  293.)  Origen  is  said  by  Eusebius,  to  have  converted  many  of  tho 
Gnostics.  (Eccl.  Hist.  vi.  18,  20.)  This  able  and  active  Father  flou- 
rished in  the  times  when  they  were  rapidly  declining,  and  returning 
to  sober  principles.  Some  of  his  early  works  were  written  against 
the  Gnostics.  But  from  his  last  production,  the  work  already  quoted, 
written  about  the  year  252,  we  perceive  the  Gnostics  to  be  siuking 
into  disrepute,  if  not  entirely  sunk.  Of  the  Simonians,  he  says  in  one 
passage,  he  does  not  believe  thirty  are  to  be  found  in  the  world : 
(Cont.  Celsum,  lib.  i.  p.  44.)  and  in  another  place,  that  there  are 
none  left.  (lib.  vi.  p. 282.)  The  Simonians  certainly  were  Gnostics; 
all  of  whom  were  comprehended  by  some  writers  under  this  generic 
name.  Qrdo  and  other  distinguished  Gnostics  are  called  so  by  Ire- 
naus;  (Euseb.  Eccl.  Hist.  lib.  iv.  c.  11.)  who,  together  with  Tertul- 
lian  and  Eusebius,  derives  all  the  Gnostics  from  Simon.  (Iren.  lib.  1. 
20.  30.  33.  ii.;  Pref.  mis.  c.  4.  ad  fin.  Tertullian.  de  Anima,  325. 


main  body.  When  an  army  has  marched  through  a  country,  and 
Only  some  stragling  parties  belonging  to  that  army  remain  behind, 
the  army  may  be  truly  said  to  be  gone.  And  a  few  locusts  may 
remain  behind,  (than  which  nothing  is  more  common  in  natural  his- 


properly  be  affirmed  to  be  no  more. 


Euseb.  H.  E.  ti.  13.  iv.  7.) 
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posed  their  tenets,  many  of  them  added,  as  might  be 
expected,  the  most  immoral  and  indecent  practices. 
The  particulars  of  these  it  is  not  necessary  to  ad- 
duce ;  they  may  be  collected  from  Irenacus  and  Ter- 
tullian  ;  from  Plotinus  also,  the  Platonic  Philosopher, 


The  Platonic  Philosopher,  Pfatinus,  flourished  in  the  former  part 
of  ihc  third  century,  and  wrote  against  the  Gnostic  philosophy ;  and 
in  the  latter  part  of  that  century,  his  disciple  Porphyry  published  his 
works.  In  his  preface  lo  that  book,  by  way  of  explaining  the  matter 
of  it,  he  says,  u  at  that  time  there  were  many  Christians,  not  only  of 
M  the  common  sort,  but  heretics,  deriving  their  notions  from  the  an- 
"  cient  philosophy."  Why  does  he  say  there  were  at  that  time,  suck 
philosophical  Christians  (in  other  terms  Gnostics),  but  because  they 
were  not  to  be  found  at  the  later  period  when  he  wrote  ?  And  he 
wrote  after  the  death  of  Plotinus  ;  which  happened  in  270. 

In  the  times  of  Cyprian,  who  died  a  martyr  in  258,  the  Gnostics 
were  returning  into  the  body  of  the  Church.  Among  the  numerous 
heretics,  to  be  rebaptized,  are  mentioned  Valentinians  and  Marcio- 
nitcs,  who  were  certainly  Gnostics.  (Cyprian.  Epist.  73.) 

Eusebius  wrote  his  history  in  the  former  part  of  the  next  century. 
He  describes  Manes,  the  founder  of  the  Muuichaeans,  as  "  collecting 
"  false  and  impious  doctrines  from  an  infinite  uumber  of  heresies,  which 
**  had  been  a  long  time  extinct."  And  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but 
that  he  intended  those  of  the  numerous  Gnostic  tribes.  (Euseb.  II.  E. 
lib.  vhi.  c.  31.)  He  mentions,  in  another  passage,  the  manner  in 
which  tlus3  sects  arose  one  upon  another,  and,  taking  new  and  vari- 
ous forms,  perished,  (Eccl.  Hist.  lib.  iv.  c.  7.)  In  these  tiroes  of  Eu- 
sebius, and  of  the  Emperor  Constantine,  the  Valentinians  and  Mar- 
cionites  are  once  mentioned,  among  the  subsisting  heresies  by  another 
Ecclesiastical  Historian,  (Sozomen.  lib.  vi.  c.  32).  But,  about  50  years 
afterwards,  when  the  Emperor  Gratian  excepted  all  such  pernicious 
heretics  from  the  general  toleration,  they  are  no  longer  remembered. 
(Socrates,  v.  c.  2.  Sozomen.  vii.  c.  1.)  Thus  the  grand  swarm  of 
Gnostics  passed  over  and  was  gone,  about  150  years  after  its  in- 
vasion of  the  Christian  world,  leaving  a  few  scattered  locusts  behind  ; 
who,  occasioning  little  trouble  and  alarm,  are  seldom  mentioned  by 
the  ecclesbtical  writers ;  and,  in  another  century,  arc  heard  of  no 
more. 

who 
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who  wrote  successfully  against  their  extravagant  te- 
nets; from  other  writers  who  lived  after  this  rage  had 
passed  over,  from  Theodoret,  Clemens  Alexanclrinus, 
and  Epiphanius.  The  English  reader  may  obtain  a 
general  notion  of  them  from  Mosheims  History  of 
the  Second  Century,  chap,  v.* 

From  the  account  now  deduced,  first,  of  the  Scrip- 
tural import  of  the  figurative  language  of  this  Trum- 
pet, and,  secondly,  of  the  character  of  the  Gnostics, 
and  their  period,  as  extracted  from  cotemporary  wri- 
ters, it  may  already  appear,  that  in  this  first  general 
and  extensive  apostacy,  the  prophetic  representation 
of  this  Trumpet  was  fulfilled.    But  it  may  be  satis- 
factory to  descend  to  particulars.    In  ver.  1,  the  "  star 
"fallen  from  heaven,"  called  afterwards  the  "  king" 
or  leader  of  the  locusts,  "  the  angel  of  the  bottom- 
"  less  pit, "  "the  destroyer,"  has  been  already  shewn  to 
be  Satan,  or  some  distinguished  minister  of  that  fallen 
angel    Now,  the  ancient  writers  of  the  Church,  and 
her  historian  Eusebius,  ascribe  the  introduction  of  the 
Gnostic  heresy  to  the  agency  of  the  Devil  (J  luffonaho; 
A*i/x4iv),  who,  having,  as  he  says,  attempted  in  vain 
to  overthrow  the  Church  by  external  persecutions, 
attacked  it  internally  by  his  agents,  by  professed 
Christians,  leading  some  of  the  faithful  eig  |3v0ov  faoXetug, 
to  the  deep  of  destruction  ;  in  which  expressions,  we 
have  a  remarkable  coincidence  both  with  the  origin 
of  this  woe,  "the  pit  of  the  bottomless  deep,"  and 
with  the  name  of  the  Leader,  Apollyon  f.    He  repre- 
sents 

*  Clem.  Alex.  Strom,  lib.  iii.  2,  3,  4.  Epipb.  Haer.  23,  24,  2". 
31,  32.  iii.  6*.  Fragm.  Agrip.  Castor,  in  Euseb.  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  iv. 
e.  7. 

+  In  another  passage  of  the  same  historian,  the  Gnostical  philo- 
sophy is  called  re»  xvetfm        :  and  heineus  speaking  of  the  Carpo- 
3  cratians, 
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sents  this  attack  also  as  a  warlike  invasion,  calling 
the  leader  wtAquAfo^  which  agrees  with  the  descrip- 
tion before  us,  and  with  the  alarm  by  the  trumpet  *. 
Justin  Martyr  is  also  represented  by  the  same  author, 
as  ascribing  this  invasion  to  diabolical  operation  f. 
In  ver.  2,  what  can  express  so  forcibly  the  dark,  and 
perplexed,  and  uncomfortable  philosophy  of  the  orien- 
tal schools,  which,  mixing  with  Christianity,  so  ob- 
scured and  debased  it,  as  these  dark  fumes,  arising 
from  the  infernal  deep,  and  obscuring  the  Sun  ?  In 
describing  the  invasion  of  the  Gnostic  heresy,  the 
historian  makes  use  of  nearly  the  same  figures  ;  com-* 
paring  the  Churches  of  Christ  to  the  most  resplen- 
dent luminaries  before  that  attack  §;  by  which  he 
intimates  that  their  splendour  was  darkened. 

In  verses  3  and  4,  a  swarm  of  locusts  arises  with 
the  smoke.  Now,  the  resemblance  of  the  Gnostic 
teachers  to  such  a  swarm,  in  respect  both  of  their 
numbers,  and  of  the  mischief  occasioned  by  them,  is 
so  striking,  that  historians,  who  did  not  entertain 
the  most  distant  thought  of  applying  to  them  this 
prophecy,  and  merely  related  what  they  found  record- 
ed in  the  annals  of  those  times,  have  described  them 
in  the  very  same  terms  by  which  the  scorpion-locust* 
are  described  in  this  vision.  Such  is  the  relation  of 
the  learned  Jacob  Brucker,  who,  in  his  critical  His- 
tory of  Philosophy,  after  speaking  of  a  sect  of  orien- 
tal philosophers  in  the  first  century,  adds;  "  and 
"  when  many  from  that  sect  had  betaken  themselves 

eratians,  an  eminent  sect  of  the  Gnostics,  says,  a  Satand  praemissi 
5unt.— Again  ;  Aniarum  et  malignum  principis  apostasiae  serpentis 
venenum  porrigentis  eis :  (lib.  i.  30.) 

•  Euseb.  Eccl.  Hist.  lib.  iv.  c.  7.  11. 

■\  Lib,  iii.  c.  26.  J  Eccl.  Hist,  lib.  iv.  7» 
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11  to  the  Christian  Religion,  and  had  preposterously 
44  attempted  to  unite  their  precepts  to  it,  hence  there 
14  arose  those  swarms  of  heresies,  which,  priding 
44  themselves  in  the  name  of  Gtwstics,  like  winged 
14  insects,  went  flying  through  all  the  churches  of  Asia 
44  and  Africa,  and  contaminated  the  simplicity  of  the 
"  most  holy  Religion  with  the  most  absurd  nonsense: 
44  and,  continuing  their  progress  to  the  Jews  also, 
44  and  even  to  the  Gentiles,  miserably  corrupted  the 
44  national  Philosophy  of  both  of  these;  invented 
u  wild  and  monstrous  notions,  confirmed  and  increased 
44  a  wide-reigning  fanaticism,  disseminated  multitudes 
44  of  spurious  books,  and  corrupted  the  whole  world 
4,4  with  the  very  worst  doctrines  *. " 

This  learned  author  laments  T,  that  an  accurate 
knowledge  is  not  now  to  be  obtained  of  this  wide- 
spreading  mischief ;  very  few  fragments  remaining  of 
the  writings  which  concern  the  Gnostics.  But  if  no 
more  were  known,  than  what  this  studious  enquirer 
has  presented  to  us  in  the  above-cited  passage,  we 
should  want  little  to  convince  us,  that  the  marks  and 
characters  of  them,  as  delivered  in  history,  corre- 
spond most  exactly  with  those  of  the  scorpion-locusts 
under  this  Trumpet. 

• 

*  Exque  ed  secta  plures,  cum  ad  Christianam  religioncm  se  con- 
tulisscnt,  praeceptaque  sua  cum  hac  prxposterfe  conjuugere  conati 
essent,  exorta  esse  ilia  hasresium  examina,  quae  Gnosticorum  nomine 
superbientia,  muscarum  instar,  per  oranes  Asia;  atque  Africa;  eccle- 
sias  pervolit&runt,  et  nugis  ineptissiinia  simplicitatem  sanctissima  Re- 
ligionis  contaminarunt.  Ad  Judaios  quoque  et  ipsos  Gentiles  pro- 
gressa,  doinesticam  utrorumque  Philosophiam  miserc  corruperunt, 
sententiarum  monstra  excogitaruni,  fanaticismum  late  regnantain 
confinnarunt  et  auxerunt,  librorum  spuriorum  segetes  disseminarunt, 
pessimisque  doctnnis  totum  commacularunt  orbem.  (Bruckor.  Hist. 
Crit.  Philosoph.  torn.  ii.  p.  639 •) 

t  P.  639. 
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In  vetoes  3,  5,  and  10,  the  locusts  are  described  as 
having  the  tails,  the  stings,  the  power  of  scorpions. 
We  have  already  seen  that  scorpions,  in  Scriptural  lan- 
guage, are  represented  as  a  part  of  the  power  of  the 
infernal  enemy,  being  nearly  related  in  character  and 
description  to  the  race  of  serpents.  Now  Eusebius, 
giving  an  account  of  the  rise  and  progress  of 
the  Gnostic  heresy,  ascribes  it  to  some  serpent-like 
pozver*  :  and  again  he  compares  the  concealed  mis- 
chief of  that  sect  to  that  of  a  lurking  reptile  t«  And 
Tcrtullian,  in  his  treatise  intitled  Scorpiace,  (that  is, 
antidote  against  the  scorpions,)  directly  compares  the 
Valentinians,  and  other  Gnostic  teachers,  to  scorpions; 
and  he  instances  the  points  of  resemblance,  in  the 
dangerous  poison  of  a  little  and  contemptible  animal ; 
in  their  iufinite  kinds  and  varieties,  all  armed  in  the 
same  manner  with  a  tail,  and  produced  by  heat.  ^And 
then  speaking  of  the  hot  persecution  which  had  raged 
against  the  Christians; — Tunc  (says  he)  Gnostici 
erumpunt,  tunc  Valentiniani  proserpunt,  tunc  omnes 
martyriorum  refragatores  ebuiliunt,  calentes  et  ipsi, 
offendere,  figere,  occiderej.  These  quotations  will 
tend  to  shew,  that  those  Christian  writers,  who  lived 
in,  or  nearest  to,  the  limes  ofc  he  Gnostic  heresy, 
conceived  of  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  represent  it 

•  OQiJSvs  ns  ^vtxfxis :  Eccl.  Hist.  lib.  IV.  7. 
t  'Ef  ntfia        f  uXtvvtLs :  lib.  iv.  c.  7- 

X  Tertullian.  Scorp.  sub  initio. — "  Then  (says  he)  the  Gnostics 
M  burst  forth,  then  the  Valentinians  creep  out,  then  all  the  gainsayers 
"  of  the  martyrdoms  boil  up,  themselves  all  in  a  heat,  to  hurt,  to 
"  sting,  to  kill."  And  again  he  says,  (speaking  of  the  swarm  of  the 
Gnostic  Marcion,)  faciunt  favos  et  vespx,  faciunt  ecclesias  et  Mar- 
cionitae.  (Adv.  Marcion.  lib.  iv.)  Tertullian  composed  his  works 
against  the  Gnostics,  about  the  year  207,  when  they  were  highly  flou- 
rishing.   Floury,  Eccl.  Hist,  book  v. 

under 
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under  the  very  same  images  as  the  army  of  the  scor- 
pion-locusts is  described  in  this  vision.  The  compa- 
rison need  not  be  pursued  farther.  If  the  reader, 
while  he  peruses  the  remaining  verses  in  which  this 
prophecy  is  contained,  will  turn  back  to  the  compa- 
rison already  exhibited  in  page  198,  keeping  in  mind 
what  he  has  learned  of  the  Gnostic  history,  he  will 
probably  admit,  that  the  Gnostics,  springing  up  sud- 
denly, in  immense  numbers,  from  the  dark  and  proud 
philosophy  of  the  East,  and  possessing  themselves  of 
many  of  the  Christian  Churches,  darkening  their  pri- 
mitive lustre,  and  poisoning  their  principles  and 
morals,  yet,  not  succeeding  against  all  the  members 
of  the  congregations,  but  only  against  the  more  cor- 
rupt part ;  and  not  destroying  utterly  in  these  the 
principles  of  their  faith,  but  leaving  room  for  their 
repentance  and  return  into  the  bosom  of  the  Church  r 
and  continuing  to  flourish  about  the  space  of  150 
years,  have  wonderfully  fulfilled  this  prophecy. 


Upon  referring  to  the  commentators  I  find,  that 
this  prophecy  is  generally  supposed  (in  this  country  at 
least)  to  have  received  its  completion  in  the  rise  and 
invasion  of  Mahomet  and  his  Saracens.  I  will  offer  a 
few  observations,  to  shew,  why  it  cannot  justly  be  so 
applied. 

1.  The  star  fallen  cannot,  as  they  pretend,  be 
Mahomet;  by  no  interpretation,  literal  or  figurative, 
can  this  crafty  enthusiast,  bred  in  idolatry  and  world- 
ly traffic,  be  said  to  have  fallen  from  heaven.  Mede, 
who  has  applied  this  prophecy  to  the  Mahometans, 
was  well  aware  that  the  star  could  not  represent  this 

leader 
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leader  of  the  Saracens,  and  could  indeed  be  no  other 
than,  as  lie  strongly  expresses  it,  "  ipsissimus  Draco 
"  et  Satanas*."  But  his  followers,  Daubuz,  Bishop 
Newton,  &c.  &c.  have  incautiously  fallen  into  this 
error. 

2.  The  preceding  observation  will  be  confirmed  by 
another;  namely,  that  the  darkness  which  overspread  ' 
the  East  in  the  time  of  Mahomet,  was  not  occasioned 
by  him ;  he  made  use  of  it  for  his  purposes,  but  it 
had  long  been  collecting,  during  preceding  heresies 
and  corruptionst  such  as  I  suppose  to  be  prefigured 
under  the  four  first  Trumpets,  and  which  are  assign- 
ed, by  all  historians,  as  the  means  of  his  success. 
This  will  be  shewn  in  the  sequel  of  these  annota- 
tions. But  under  this  Trumpet,  the  clouds  of  dark- 
ness and  the  locusts  ascend  together. 

S.  The  darkness,  and  locusts,  of  the  fifth  Trumpet 
invade  the  whole  Christian  world;  for  the  Sun  and 
the  air  which  they  invade,  extend  every-wherc  -r.  no 
third  or  fourth  part  is  mentioned,  as  under  other 
Trumpets.  But  the  Mahometan  arms  and  superstition 
ravaged  only  a  part.  The  nations  of  Europe,  (except 
Spain  for  a  season,  and  some  islands  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean,) were  in  general  free  from  them.  In  their  grand 
attempt  on  Europe,  they  were  repulsed  early  by 
Charles  Martel. 

a.  But  the  regions  which  escaped  the  sword  and 
destructive  doctrines  of  Mahomet,  are  said  (in  order 
to  accommodate  them  to  this  interpretation)  to  have 
contained  the  sealed;  how  improperly,  will  soon  be 
acknowledged,  when  it  is  considered,  that  the  parts 
which  thus  escaped,  will  be  found  to  be  principally 

*  Clavis,  pars  ii.  Syn.  iv. 

those 
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those  many  kingdoms  of  the  western  world,  which  at 
that  very  time,  on  account  of  their  ignorance  and 
superstition,  were  submitting  themselves  to  the  papal 
yoke.  The  sealed  are  to  be  found  in  all  Christian 
countries,  miugled  with  the  unsealed;  and  the  in- 
vasion which  could  hurt  the  one,  and  not  the  other, 
may  easily  be  understood  to  be  that  of  an  uni- 
versally extended  heresy,  but  not  that  of  a  partial 
invasion  by  arms#.  The  good  Christian  who  con- 
tinued stedfast  in  the  primitive  faith,  did  not  submit 
to  the  Gnostical  teachers,  and  thus  remained  unhurt 
But  how  could  he  escape  unhurt  from  the  sword  and 
plunder  and  domination  of  the  Mahometans  ? 

5.  A  period  is  assigned  for  the  continuance  of  this 
woe;  five  months,  or  150  years.  The  progressive 
conquests  of  the  Saracene  Mahometans  continued  more 
than  double  the  length  of  this  period ;  have  been  re- 
newed by  other  nations  professing  the  same  creed; 
and  the  Mahometans  have  at  this  day  possession  of 
the  greater  part  of  their  acquired  dominions,  after  a 
lapse  of  nearly  1200  years  ! 

6.  To  accommodate  the  Saracens  to  the  symbols 
of  this  Trumpet,  the  commentators  have  been  obliged 
to  apply  the  prophetic  characters  sometimes  in  a  bor- 
rowed, sometimes  in  a  literal  sense,  which  I  suppose 
to  be  unwarranted.  They  ought  all  to  be  applied  in 
the  same  sense. 

7.  Under  the  next  Trumpet,  we  shall  attempt  to 
shew,  that  another  prophecy  belongs  more  appro- 

*  Especially  if  a  whole  region  be  invaded ;  for,  iu  the  invasion  of 
a  particular  city,  the  sealed  might  escape,  as  we  are  told  they  did, 
at  the  siege  of  Jerusalem  under  Titus,  retiring  timely  to  Pella,  upon 
the  warning  given  them  by  their  Lord.  Euseb.  Eccl.  Hist,  lib, 
iii.  c.  5. 

priately 
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priately  to  the  Mahometans.  The  application  of  the 
fifth  Trumpet  to  them  is  of  modem  date  : — Contenta 
in  hac  visione  omncs  pene  de  hazreticis  intelligunt 

8.  The  important  period  of  150  years,  during  which 
the  infant  Church  was  darkened  and  disfigured  by  the 
Gnostic  heresies,  and  on  that  account  exposed  to 
scandal,  and  misrepresentation,  and  additional  perse- 
cution, seems  of  magnitude  to  require  the  notice  of 
Divine  prophecy.    Though  but  sparingly  mentioned 
in  history,  because  the  records  of  it,  which  have 
survived  the  Diocletian  destruction  of  manuscripts, 
are  few ;  yet,  its  real  consequence  is  not  diminished 
by  such  accidental  circumstance.    The  great  and  lead- 
ing facts  are  fully  established,  and  no  doubt  can  be 
entertained  of  their  extensive  and  powerful  influence 
on  the  progress  of  Christianity.    But  this  is  its  place 
in  the  Apocalyptic  Visions,  (and  I  hope  clearly  as* 
certained,)  or  it  has  none. 

*  Gagnaeus  apud  Polum. 

— — — — — — — — — ^ 

■  ■  ■   ■       -  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

PART  III. 
SECTION  y. 

f 

The  sounding  of  the  sixth  Trumpet  and  beginning  of 

the  second  JVoe. 

chap.  ix.  vee.  13— to  tbe  end. 


t  T3.  }.Tr.  t:  f  >(j  ixtija 
$117)1  fJxt  hi  Tvt 

i 

>  • 


1 3  And  the  sixth  angel 
sounded  ;  and  I  heard 
one  voice  from  the 
four  horns  of  tbe 
golden  altar,  which  U 

14  before  God,  Saying  to 


13  And  the  sixth  angel 
•ounded,  and  I  heard 
a  voice  from  the  four 
horns  of  the  golden 
altar,  which  is  before 

14  God,  Saying  to  the 
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»X*»  tW«a«i!V»* 

f«  i7yi\ns  T*f 
h^ifxittt    ivt  ry 

15  Ej5^*ti».  Kat 


mafts  oiiytXoi  ol  i- 

TOILUlCTfjJtOi  Its  rr,y 

m  »  1  »  * 
iMt   aVO»Ui»^0'i  TO 

Tf/ro*  t5»  a»fl^w- 

16' 

fxotf  Tin  rpaltv(j.a.- 
Tut  ri  ImnxS,  000 

x,  *»x«<ra  ro»  stfitJ- 
17  (M9  avrut.  Kat 
utus  uoot  rvs  tv- 
v*s  It  ry  of  aai/,  Kf 
res  K»&KixitHf  lv 
•tab,  ixfiSlmt 

^  ic  ^      •*  ^  ^  y  ft^  f  #^  ^kf* 
J-axooW,  j£ 
Jm*  xj  at  M$xKai 
rut  'imrui  us  ta- 


tut 


Tut  IHVOgtVtlat  tjlp 

x}  na-ntls  x)  S«©». 
1 8  'A  wo    Tut  Tf 

•Alty**  THTU1 

vtKTatQutrx*  to 
Tf/ro»  Twr  a\6fa» 
ttmt  ik  t5  OltfOf | 

l£  IX  TM  XJtWl'S, 

■    0i  '   m  i  _ 

T«  T«  txir:- 


the  sixth  angel  who 
had  the  trumpet, 
u  Loose  the  four  an- 
"  gels,  who  are  bound- 
"  en  at  the  great  river 

15"  Euphrates."  And 
the  four  angels  were 
loosed,  who  were  pre- 
pared for  the  hour, 
and  day,  and  month, 
and  year,  for  to  slay 
the  third  part  of  the 

16* men.  And  the  num- 
ber of  the  troops  of 
cavalry  was  two  my- 
riads of  myriads :  and 
I  beard  the  number  of 

17  them.  And  thus  I  saw 
the  horses  in  the  vi- 
sion, and  those  who 
sate  on  them  having 
breast-plates  of  the 
colour  of  fire,  of  hya- 
cinth, of  brimstone. 
And  the  heads  of  the 
horses  like  heads  of 
lions;  and  out  of  their 
mouths  issueth  tire, 
and  smoke,  and  brirn- 

18  stone.  By  theee  three 
plagues  were  slain  the 
third  part  of  the  men, 
by  the  fire,  and  the 
smoke,  and  the  brim- 
stone   issuing  from 

19  their  mouths.  Forthe 
power  of  the  horses 
is  in  their  mouth,  and 
in  their  tails;  for,  their 
tails  are  like  serpents, 


sixth  angel  which  had 
the  trumpet,  Loose 
the  four  angels  which 
are  bound  in  the  great 

15  river  Euphrates.  And 
the  four  angels  were 
loosed,  which  were 
prepared  for  an  hour, 
and  a  day,  and  a 
month,  and  a  year, 
for  to  slay  the  third 

10"  part  of  men.  And  the 
number  of  the  army 
of  the  horsemen  were 
two  hundred  thousand 
thousand :  and  I  heard 
the  number  of  them* 

17  And  thus  I  saw  the 
hortes  in  the  vision, 
and  them  that  sat  on 
them,  having  breast- 
plates of  fire,  and  of 
jacinct,  and  brim- 
stone :  and  the  heads 
of  the  horses  were  as 
the  heads  of  lions;  and 
out  of  their  mouths 
issued  fire  and  smoak, 

1 8  and  brimstone.  By 
these  three  was  the 
third  part  of  men 
killed,  by  the  fire,  and 
by  the  smoak,  and  by 
the  brimstone,  which 
issued    out  of  their 

19  mouths.  For  their 
power  is  in  their 
mouth,  and  in  their 
tails:  for  their  tails 
were   like  unto  set--, 
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19  jxirt/9  aiirmn  H 

'tTTKUt  it  rZ  fifiait 

pvrOit  tr<*«  x- X'  it 
rats  ttgcus  etvrut' 
m  yxf  H$al  avT&t 
ofAjnat  often,  t%¥- 
<rsu    xipxXxs'  XL, 

It  OUT Oi IS  C&txSfff 

Xia»ft»^»   h  Tout 


tpyvt  rit 


ret  txi- 
fjtltm,  Kf  To.  tf&vX* 

xj,  xau  -r a  A<0<»«, 
xa<  Zvkttat  £ 
irt  f&Xiifut  ivtetiau, 
«n  axuut,  on 
21  wif iTrx\n'  Kat  i 
yjittmaott  Ik  rit 
potZt  alrZt,  in 
ix  tZi  $a.{fJUXxtiZt 
mtrvt,  «ti  ix  rvf 
tjofttlas  ovtZi,  art 
ix  rut  xXtiAfi-arut 
etl/rut. 


having  beads:  and  with 
them    they  injure. 

20  And  the  remainder  of 
the  men,  who  were  not 
slain  by  these  plagues, 
repented  not  of  the 
works  of  their  hands, 
so  that  they  should 
not  worship  tte  dae- 
mons, and  the  idols 
of  gold,  and  of  silver, 
and  of  brass,  and  of 
stone,  and  of  wood, 
which  can  neither  see, 
nor  hear,  nor  walk. 

21  And  they  repented 
not  of  their  murders, 
nor  of  their  sorceries, 
nor  of  their  forni- 
cation, nor  of  their 


pents,  and  had 
and  with  them  they 

20  do  hurt.  And  the  rest 
of  the  men  which  were 
not  killed  by  these 
plagues,  yet  repented 
not  of  the  works  of 
their  hands,  that  they 
should  not  worship 
devils,  and  idols  of 
gold,  and  silver,  and 
brass,  and  stone,  and 
of  wood  ;  which  nei- 
ther can  see,  nor  hear, 

21  nor  walk:  Neither 
repented  they  of  their 
murders,  nor  of  their 
sorceries,  nor  of  their 
fornication,  nor  of 
their  thefts. 


Ver.  13,  #c]  Upon  the  sound  of  the  sixth  Trum- 
pet, a  voice,  proceeding  from  the  four  horns  of  the 
altar,  and  addressed  to  the  angel,  commands  that  he 
should  "  loose  the  four  angels,  then  bounden  at  the 
"  great  river  Euphrates"  who  were  appointed  for  this 

precise 
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precise  time,  "  the  hour,  and  <lay,  and  month,  and 
u  year;"  and  for  this  purpose,  "  to  slay  the  third  part 
"  of  the  men." 

The  altar  is  the  golden  one,  the  altar  of  incense*, 
which  makes  a  part  of  the  scenery  in  heaven,  standing 
before  the  Throne,  as,  in  the  earthly  temple,  before 
the  Mercy-seat,  which  represented  the  local  residence 
of  Godf.    Upon  the  four  horns  or  projecting  angles 
of  this  altar,  under  the  Mosaic  law,  atonement  for 
the  sins  of  the  people  was  made  J.    From  this  sacred 
place,  from  the  four  cardinal  points  thereof,  is  issued 
a  decree  of  destruction  against  a  third  part  of  the 
Christian  Church.    For,  by  the  men  is  to  be  under- 
stood the  Christian  men.    In  Acts  xv.  17.  oi  xdlahoirot 
txv  avfyuvuv,  are  the  remnant  or  residue  of  the  Is- 
raelites ; — and  thus  also  in  this  chapter  (verse  20,)  of 
Komi  ruv  a'vfywcruSv  are  plainly  the  residue  of  the  Chris- 
tian men;  as  also  in  chap.  ix.  4,  the  men  who  have  not 
the  seal  of  God,  are  the  nominal  Christians.  And 
the  sins  and  offences  of  the  Christians  must  have 
been  great  at  this  period,  when  the  altar,  which,  as 
Bishop  Newton  observes,  is  "  their  sanctuary,  calls 
"  aloud  for  vengeance  upon  them."    The  voice  com- 
ing: from  the  altar  which  was  before  the  throne,  is  as 
the  voice  of  God,  who  permits,  and  had  decreed  this 
destruction;  yet,  coming  from  the  altar,  and  not 
from  the  throne,   somewhat  more  seems  to  be  in- 
tended :   religion  seems  intimately  concerned.  The 
angels  who  lead  this  assault  on  the  Christian  Church, 
are  four,  in  concordance  with  the  four  horns  of  the 
altar,  whence  the  decree  and  permission  proceeded. 
We  are  to  account  them  etil  angels,  like  those  of  the 

*  See  note,  ch.  vi.  9.  f  See  notes,  ch.  vi.  9.  viii.  3. 

;  Exod.  xxx.  1 — 10.  Prideaux,  Con.  i.  141,  &c. 

.  5  bottomless 
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bottomless  deep ;  for  why,  otherwise,  were  they 
bounden  ?  They  appear  to  have  been  engaged  in  such 
destructive  warfare  aforetime,  at  the  river  Euphrates  ; 
but  their  progress  had  been  arrested,  their  activity 
restrained  ;  now  they  are  again  loosed  to  devastate 
the  Church.  But  what  are  we  to  understand  by  Eu- 
phrates f  In  Scriptural  language,  "  War  upon  Eu- 
"  phrates,"  is  against  the  King  of  Assyria  #,  whose 
capital  city  Babylon,  on  that  river,  was  the  grand  seat 
and  receptacle  of  idolatry,  the  formidable  enemy,  the 
insidious  corrupter,  and  at  length,  by  the  Divine  ap- 
pointment, the  scourge  and  corrector  of  the  Ancient 
Church  f.  The  Jews,  corrupted  by  the  arts,  and 
then  subdued  by  the  arms,  of  Babylon,  were  de- 
tained in  a  long  captivity  ;  from  which  they  return- 
ed to  their  native  soil,  so  entirely  weaned  from  ido- 
latry, that,  prone  as  they  had  been  to  this  strange 
propensity,  before  their  sufferings  in  that  idolatrous 
city,  "  they  were  strongly  and  cautiously,  and  even 
"  to  superstition,  set  against  it  afterwards  %.  *  Ido- 
latry never  again  reared  its  head  in  the  Church,  till 
the  Church  had  been  for  some  ages  Christian,  That 
time  was  now  come:  for  under  this  Trumpet,  the 
Church  is  described   as  idolatrous  and  desperately 

•  2  Kings  xxiii.  1  Esdras  i.  25—27. 

t  Jer.  li.  Prid.  Con.  book  ii.  art.  Babylon.  Whitby's  note  on 
1  Pet.  v.  13. — Upon  Euphrates,  at  the  time  this  prophecy  was  de- 
livered, stood  the  ruins  of  Babylon,  whose  ancient  walls  inclosed  a 
park ;  the  country  surrounding,  was  still  called  Babylon,  and  the 
Nestorians  soon  afterwards  had  a  patriarch  of  Babylon,  which,  as 
Gibbon  observes,  was  an  appellation  successively  applied  to  the  great 
cities  which  rose  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Babylon;  to  Scleucia,  Cte&i- 
phon,  and  Bagdal.  This  shews  how  connected  was  the  name  of  Baby- 
lon with  the  reigning  city  on  Euphrates. 

;  Prideaux,  C'ou.  i.  0$9>  425.  515. 

wicked ; 
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wicked  ;  as  will  appear  evident  by  referring  to  the 
20th  and  21st  verses.  And  it  is  not  surprising  that 
vXviycu,  corrections,  should  issue  from  this  quarter, 
where  they  appear  to  have  been  kept  in  readiness, 
even  from  the  times  when  they  had  been  so  success- 
fully applied  to  the  punishment  and  correction  of  the 
Church.  These  ministers  of  wrath  had  been  permitted 
to  lead  the  Assyrian  troops  against  the  idolatrous 
Jewish  church,  and  to  carry  it  into  captivity.  But  on 
the  repentance  of  the  sinners,  their  agency  was  re- 
strained. They  now  come  forth  with  a  new  commis* 
sion  against  the  idolatrous  Christians ;  not  to  lead 
into  captivity,  but  to  slay  one  third  of  them.  And, 
as  is  the  punishment,  so  is  also  the  effect  of  it,  different 
from  that  of  the  former  chastisement;  the  offenders 
are  not  all  slain,  and  the  remaining  church  is  not  re- 
claimed from  its  idolatry. 

The  above  is  a  general  view  of  the  character  of 
this  Trumpet :  but  since  the  swarm  of  invaders  under 
the  fifth  Trumpet,   and  the  army  of  assailants  un- 
der the  sixth,  appear  to  have  a  certain  assimilation, 
as  well  as  a  certain  difference,  of  character,  which, 
compared  together,  may  cast  useful  light  on  both ; 
let  us  bring  them  into  one  view. — 
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FIFTH  TRUMPET. 

1 .  A  swarm  of  scorpion- 
locusts. 

2.  The  leader,  a  star 
fallen,  a  fallen  angel,  the 
destroyer. 


3.  They  arise  from  the 
pit  of  the  bottomless  deep, 
under  cover  of  darkening 
smoke. 

4.  Their  commission  is 
not  to  slay,  but  to  tor- 
ment, the  unsealed,  who 
wish  to  die,  but  cannot ; 
and  these  are  the  unsealed 
only. 

5.  Their  continuance, 
five  months. 

6.  Their  character  :  — 
They  have  tails  and  stings 
and  power  as  scorpions; 
are  like  war-horses  in  ap- 
pearance ;  have  crowns  as 
of  gold ;  faces  as  of  men ; 
Lair  as  of  women  ;  teeth  as 
of  lions  ;  breast-plates  as 
of  iron ;  come  in  smoke  ; 
with  the  noise  of  war- 
chariots  ;  wound  M'ith 
sting  and  tail. 


SIXTH  TRUMPET. 

1.  An  army  of  myriads 
of  cavalry. 

2.  Their  leaders,  four 
angels,  who  had  been 
bouuden  at  Euphrates,  but 
are  now  loosed  at  the  com- 
mand of  one  voice,  and 
that  from  the  altar. 

3.  They  come  from  Eu- 
phrates, where  they  had 
been  bouuden. 

4.  To  slay  the  third  part 
of  the  men. 


5.  Their  appointment  for 
the  hour,  day,  month, 
year. 

6.  The  horses  of  the 
troops  of  cavalry  have  tails 
of  serpents  with  heads  on 
them,  with  which  they  in- 
jure. The  heads  of  the 
horses  like  heads  of  lions. 
From  their  mouths  issue 
fire,  smoke,  and  brimstone, 
by  which  they  kill.  And 
the  riders  have  breast- 
plates of  fire,  smoke,  and 
brimstone. 

7.  Their 
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FIFTH  TRUMPET. 


8TXTH  TRUMPET. 


7. 


7.  Their  attack  is  of  the 
nature  of  a  wx*iy»i,  or  stroke 
of  correction  upon  the  ido- 
latrous and  wicked,  but 
produces  no  repentance  or 


amendment  in  those  who 
survive  the  calamity. 


I  proceed  to  offer  some  observations  on  these  passages, 
thus  brought  to  comparison,  in  the  order  in  which  they 
stand  ;  referring  to  the  numbers  prefixed  to  each. 

1.  A  swarm  of  locusts  and  an  innumerable  army 
of  hostile  invaders,  are  in  Scripture  used  metaphori- 
cally for  each  other  *  Yet  there  must  be  some  diffe- 
rence in  the  present  instance ;  otherwise  they  would 
both  have  been  described  under  the  same  name, 
whether  it  be  of  locusts,  or  horses  for  war.  This 
difference  is  pointed  out  afterwards ;  the  locusts  are 
said  to  be  like  war-horses ;  (v.  7.)  The  other  are  war- 
horses.  The  attack  under  the  sixth  Trumpet  has 
therefore  more  real  warfare  in  it,  than  that  of  the 
fifth  ;  which  only  resembles  warfare,  being  metaphori- 
cally such. 

2.  The  leaders  of  both  invasions  are  of  the  same 
description,  angels;  under  the  fifth  Trumpet,  one 
fallen  angel ;  under  the  sixth,  four  ;  certainly  wicked 
angels,  why  otherwise  had  they  been  bounden? 
The  difference  is  four  instead  of  one ;  which  seems 
to  imply  f.  that  the  devastation  is  to  be  more  dread- 
ful and  complete. 

3.  The  angel  of  the  fifth  Trumpet  leads  his  in- 
vaders from  the  grand  seat  of  all  impurity,  from  the 

•  Joel  ii.  t  See  note,  cb.  iv.  6*. 
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depths  of  hell*.  The  assailants  of  the  sixth  come 
from  Euphrates ;  where  had  stood  Bahylon,  the  grand 
source  of  corruption  to  the  ancient  Church,  and 
which  was  the  instrument  applied  by  the  Almighty  to 
punish,  and  to  restore  her.  This  passage  compared 
with  the  two  concluding  verses  of  this  sixth  Trum- 
pet, will  shew,  that,  under  this  invasion,  idolatry,  as 
well  as  other  kinds  of  wickedness,  is  to  be  punished ; 
which  does  not  seem  to  be  the  case  under  the  fifth 
Trumpet,  where  there  is  no  allusion  to  this  sin. 

4.  The  swarm  of  locusts  is  commissioned  to  tor* 
ment,  not  to  kill;  and  the  unsealed  only  are  the  ob- 
jects of  their  rage.  The  armies  of  cavalry  kill  one- 
third  part  of  the  Christian  world  :  and  there  seems  no 
return  to  life,  as  in  Zech.  xiii.  8.  they  are  totally  cut 
off  from  God's  people  f- 

5.  The  swarm  of  the  fifth  Trumpet  is  appointed 
for  a  certain  period  of  continuance ;  after  which,  its 
ravages  may  be  supposed  to  end.  The  armies  of  the 
sixth  for  a  certain  determined  time  of  commencement, 
against  which  they  were  kept  ready :  ^o//x«^jx£voi  etc  r^v 
Kf*v.  This  sense  of  the  construction  will  appear  mani- 
fest by  consulting  similar  passages  in  the  Greek,  viz. 
Job  xii.  5.  Psalm  xxi.  31.  Prov.  xxiv.  27.  Ezck.  iv.  7. 
2  Tim.  ii.  11.  Yet,  by  the  addition  of  the  words, 
n  day,  month,  year,"  more  may  be  implied  than  the 
commencement,  to  express  which,  the  word  hour  alone 
would  have  been  sufficient.  But  even  if  a  continu- 
ance be  implied,  it  is  not  a  determinate  one,  like  that 
of  the  fifth  Trumpet ;  the  duration  may  be  long,  but 
the  time  is  not  ascertained. 

6.  The  locusts  of  the  fifth  Trumpet  are  like  horses 
for  war.    The  assailants  of  the  sixth  are  horses.  One 

#  Compare  ch.  xx.  2.  f  See  uotes,  cb.  iii.  1.  Vi.  8. 
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set  of  invaders  wounds  with  the  tail ;  the  other  with 
the  mouth  and  tail.  The  locusts  have  the  teeth,  the 
horses  the  heads,  of  lions.  The  crowns  of  gold,  the 
appearance  of  men,  the  delicacy  as  of  women,  are 
wanting  to  the  invaders  of  the  sixth  Trumpet,  who 
seem  to  prosper  by  terror  more  than  by  persuasion. 
But  both  come  on  with  the  din  of  war ;  both  have 
terrific  breast-plates;  one  army  comes  on  in  smoke, 
from  the  bottomless  pit;  the  other  destroys  by  smoke, 
and  by  fire  and  sulphur,  which  are  described  in  Scrip- 
ture as  produced  from  the  same  source  \  The  ar- 
mour of  these  assailants  agrees  with  their  weapons; 
being : — 

Their  armour    C  m/pmx  )  of  (  IxxnQnxs  )     of     (  >  of  brim- 

Their  weapons  (  nc  wv^os  )  fire,  (  <x  mm  $  smoke,  ( »*  3««  $  atone  f. 

7.  The  attack  of  the  fifth  Trumpet  is  not  ordained, 
as  that  of  the  sixth  is,  to  be  a  plague,  or  punish- 
ment, upon  the  idolatrous,  and  such  an  one  as  should 
produce  no  amendment. 

From  this  comparison  it  will  appear,  that  the  points 

*  See  Is.  xxx.  S3.  Rev.  xiv.  10.  xix.  20.  xx.  10.  xxi.  8. 

f  This  comparison  will  shew  the  sense  in  which  imviGms  is  used, 
namely,  to  express  that  black  and  blue  smoky  colour  which  would 
arise  from  the  burning  brimstone  on  the  iron  armour :  for,  the 
hyacinth,  ixxttQtrot  of  the  ancients,  appears  to  have  been  a  dark  co- 
lour with  a  carulcan  tinge,  such  as  we  see  on  violets, — 

Kai  to  <o»  (AiXav  ttlt,  xai  *  yfctirix  latxnQos. 

Theocrjt.  Idyll,  x.  28. 

After  which  Virgil  says, 

Et  nigra?  viola;  sunt—   —   —  Ec.  r.  35. 

By^rr,  in  the  figurative  language  of  Scripture,  violence,  war,  and 
devastation,  are  denoted,  (see  note,  ch.  vi.  4.);  by  smoke,  dark  con- 
fused doctrines,  clouding  the  light  of  pure  revelation,  (see  note,  ch. 
ix.  1 — 12.  p.  196.);  and  brimstone,  in  union  with  these,  implies  their 
infernal  origin.    Seech,  xix. 20.  xx.  3,  10.  xxi.  8. 

5  in 


Digitized  by  Google 


262  APOCALYPSE.  [Pt.  III.  §  5. 

in  which  the  visions  under  these  two  Trumpets  agree, 
and  resemble  each  other,  are  these :  Both  represent 
invasions  on  the  Christian  Church;  by  an  innume- 
rable host  of  assailants ;  in  formidable  power ;  and 
proceeding  from  the  sources  of  infernal  iniquity ; 
under  the  leading  and  direction  of  evil  angels;  and 
gaining  an  ascendency  over  the  men,  by  applying  to 
their  sensual  and  brutish  passions. 

They  differ  in  these  points.  First,  as  to  the  body, 
which  is  the  object  of  attack.  In  the  fifth  Trumpet, 
we  have  only  a  general  description  of  its  iniquity ; 
but  that  under  the  sixth  Trumpet,  beside  this  general 
description,  has  a  particular  character, — it  is  idola- 
trous. Secondly,  the  assailing  power :  in  the  one,  it 
attacks  like  an  army ;  in  the  other,  it  if  an  army. 
The  one  is  appointed  for  a  certain  season  of  continu- 
ance ;  the  other  for  an  appointed  period  of  commence- 
ment,  or,  if  of  continuance,  for  an  undetermined 
time.  The  one  is  seductive,  as  well  as  formidable; 
the  other  overbears  by  terror  and  force.  The  one 
torments  the  nominal  Christian,  but  hurts  not  the 
sincere  and  sealed  j  the  other  destroys  and  annihilates 
one-third  of  the  body  attacked.  The  one  injures  by 
the  tail ;  the  other  by  the  mouth  and  tail.  Lastly, 
the  invaders  under  the  sixth  Trumpet,  and  under  that 
only,  are  described  as  instruments  of  correction  and  pu- 
nishment upon  the  wicked  and  idolatrous ;  by  which, 
however,  they  who  survive  the  calamity  are  not  re- 
claimed. 

In  our  attempts,  therefore,  to  assort  this  prophe- 
cy, we  must  endeavour  to  fix  our  eyes  upon  some 
great  calamity  (for  it  is  a  woe )  which  has  happened 
to  the  Christian  Church ;  first,  by  a  multitude  of 
invaders,  who  are  known  to  have  attacked  it,  not 
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only  by  false  doctrines  and  seductions,  as  undet  the 
fifth  Trumpet,  but  also  by  arms :  secoudly,  at  a  time 
when  the  Church  had  relapsed  into  idolatry,  and  was 
generally  corrupt;  and  when  the  altars  of  Religion 
were  so  ill  served,  that  from  the  altar  in  heaven  ven- 
geance was  demanded  upon  them :  thirdly,  when  so 
large  a  part  of  the  body  as  one- third  was  separated 
from  the  Church  ;  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  lose 
their  spiritual  life  in  Christ,  calling  no  longer  upon 
his  name:  fourthly,  when  the  residue  of  the  Church, 
which  witnessed,  and  seemed  itself  exposed  to,  this 
dreadful  visitation,  continued  unrepentant,  corrupt, 
and  idolatrous,  as  before. 

Before  we  proceed  to  apply  all  these  circumstances, 
in  their  order,  to  events  in  history,  it  will  be  useful 
to  ascertain  that  which  belongs  more  especially  to  the 
second  of  these  heads ;  the  time  when  this  calamity  took 
place.  It  was  in  a  corrupt  period  of  the  Church,  when 
the  altar  of  Religion  called  for  vengeance  ;  when  ido- 
latry in  particular  was  a  reigning  vice,  (verses  20, 
21).  Now  it  is  impossible  to  fix  this  stain  upon  the 
Church  in  the  early  periods  of  it ;  in  the  fourth  cen- 
tury indeed,  and  perhaps  in  some  small  degree  in  the 
third,  we  may  acknowledge  the  seeds  and  beginnings 
of  a  corrupt  and  idolatrous  worship  *.  Yet  the  pro- 
gress of  this  evil  was  slow  and  gradual;  and  it  was 
a  long  time  before  it  could  justly  be  said  to  have 
amounted  to  that  general  prevalence  described  in  the 
20th  and  21st  verses.  This  character  is  not  fairly 
and  generally  applicable  to  the  Christian  Church,  be- 
fore the  sixth  century.    But  toward  the  end  of  the 

*  Euseb.  Eccl.  Hist.  lib.  viii.  c.  1.  Mosheim,  cent.  iv.  ch.  3. 
Cyprian,  de  Laps.  p.  170.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  on  Prophecy,  124, 202. 287. 
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sixth  and  the  beginning  of  the  seventh  century,  the 
measure  of  this  iuiquity  became  full.  And  at  that 
time,  history  records  a  dreadful  invasion  of  the  Chris- 
tian world  by  numerous  armies,  assailing  it  at  the 
same  time  by  corrupt  doctrines  and  by  the  terror  of 
their  arms ;  with  such  success  as  to  cut  off  irom  the 
hope  and  comfort  of  Christianity,  and  from  the  com- 
munion of  the  Church,  so  large  a  body  of  Christians, 
as  may  fairly  be  accounted  one  third  part  of  the 
whole ;  yet  leaving  those  parts  of  the  Christian  Church 
which  remained,  idolatrous  and  unrepentant. 

Under  this  description,  I  shall  easily  be  understood  to 
intend  the  invasion  of  the  Mahometan  Saracens,  whose 
numerous  armies,  famous  for  their  cavalry,  beginning 
their  destructive  progress  early  in  the  seventh  ceu- 
tury,  soon  overran,  and  subdued  not  only  to  their  arms, 
but  to  their  corrupt  doctrines,  a  great  part  of  the 
Christian  world  ;  thus  fulfilling  that  which  is  predict- 
ed in  verses  16,  17,  18,   19,   and  comprized  under 
the  first  head  proposed.    2.  The  time,  in  which  they 
burst  forth  upon  the  world,  is  that  already  ascertained, 
and  accords  with  verses  20,  21,  of  the  prophecy  ; 
from  which  verses  it  is  plainly  inferred  to  be  a  very 
corrupt,  and,  in  particular,  an  idolatrous  time.  All 
historians  are  agreed  in  describing  the  dreadful  cor- 
ruption, and  idolatry  of  the  Church  at  the  time  of 
the  Saracene  invasion,  and  especially  of  that  Eastern 
part  of  it,  which  chiefly  sank  under  the  calamity. 
And  to  this  corruption  of  the  Church,  and  to  the 
unchristian  divisions  and  animosities  accompanying  it, 
they  unanimously  ascribe  the  success  of  Mahomet 
and  of  his  followers,  accounting  this  calamity  to  be 
a  punishment,  which  the   Church  had  justly  de-> 
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served  *  3.  The  success  attributed  to  these  armies  of  . 
cavalry,  under  this  Trumpet,  expressed  by  their  slaying 
one-third  part  of  the  men,  that  is,  of  the  Christian 
world,  seems  likewise  fully  completed  in  this  irruption 
of  the  Mahometans.  By  the  terror  of  their  arms,  and 
by  their  arts,  imposing  on  the  vanquished  nations 
their  newly-modelled  religion,  (which,  although  it 
acknowledge  Jesus  as  a  prophet,  rejects  his  media- 
tion and  atonement,)  they  separated  from  the  great 
body  of  the  Church  one-third  part  of  it;  which,  re- 

♦  See  Mosheim's  Eccl.  Hist,  cent.  vii.  parti,  ch.  2&3.  A  mm. 
Marcell.  i.  21.  Sale's  Preliminary  Discourse  to  the  Alcoran,  p.  44, 
45,  51.  &  214.  Viede  Mahom.  par  Bouianvilliers,  p.  219,  &c.  Pri- 
deaux'  Life  of  Mahomet,  preface.  Ockley's  Hist,  of  the  Saracenes, 
vol.  i.  p.  20,  160,  223.  Ricaut's  Ottoman  Empire,  p.  187.— -A  mo- 
dern writer,  who  has  had  access  to  the  Eastern  originals,  as  well  as 
to  these  authorities,  has  concisely  and  eloquently  displayed  the  origin 
and  causes  of  the  Mahometan  success  :  M  If  in  surveying  the  history  of  , 
"  the  sixth  and  seventh  centuries,  we  call  to  our  remembrance  that 
"  purity  of  doctrine,  that  simplicity  of  manners,  that  spirit  of  meek- 
"  ness  and  universal  benevolence,  which  marked  the  character  of  the 
"  Christians  in  the  Apostolic  age ;  the  dreadful  reverse  which  we  here 
"  behold,  cannot  but  strike  us  with  astonishment  and  horror.  Divid- 
"  ed  into  numberless  parties,  on  account  of  distinctions  the  most 
"  trifling  and  absurd,  contending  with  each  other  from  perverseness ; 
"  and  persecuting  each  other  with  rancour,  corrupt  in  opinion,  and 
"  degenerate  in  practice,  the  Christians  of  this  unhappy  period  seem 
"  to  have  retained  little  more  than  the  name  and  external  profession 
"  of  their  Religion.  Of  a  Christian  Church  scarce  any  vestige  re- 
"  mained.  The  most  profligate  principles  and  absurd  opinions  were 
M  universally  predominant :  ignorance  amidst  the  most  favourable 
"  opportunities  of  knowledge ;  vice  amidst  the  uoblest  encouragements 
u  to  virtue  ;  a  pretended  zeal  for  truth,  mixed  with  the  wildest  ex- 
"  travagances  of  error;  an  implacable  spirit  of  discord  about  opinions 
"  which  none  could  settle;  and  a  general  and  striking  similarity  in  the 
P  commission  of  crimes,  which  it  was  the  duty  and  interest  of  all  to 
*'  avoid."    White's  Bampton  Lectures,  p.  00. 
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nouncing  the  name  of  Christ,  and  denying  his  sole 
power  of  salvation,  became  dead  to  his  redemption, 
forfeiting  the  spiritual  life  obtained  for  them  by 
him  *. 

The  kingdoms  subdued  by  the  Mahometans,  if 
examined  on  the  maps,  will  be  found  to  compose  a 
full  third  part  of  the  then  Christian  world  ;  but  some 
of  these  regions  were  not  Christian,  when  subdued  by 
the  Saracene  arms,  and  are  therefore  not  to  be  taken 
into  the  account.  Some,  as  Spain  and  Portugal,  after 
years  of  conflict,  were  recovered  to  the  Christian 
name.  In  all  the  parts  of  the  Mahometan  dominions, 
there  have  been,  and  still  are,  many  Christians ;  but 
among  the  Christians  we  find  scarcely  any  Mahome- 
tans. These  circumstances  being  taken  into  conside- 
ration, it  will  appear  to  be  fairly  represented  as  a 
general  position,  that  one-third  part  of  the  world 
which  was  once  Christian,  Mas  cut  off  from  Christi- 
anity by  the  Mahometan  invaders.  And  the  balance 
appears  to  have  continued  nearly  the  same,  even  from 
that  time  to  the  present. — It  is  a  remarkable  coin- 
cidence, that  when  the  Mahometan  arms,  in  the 
fifteenth  century,  overturning  the  Eastern  empire, 
made  such  additional  acquisitions  to  Ishmaelism  ;  the 
Christians  began  to  extend  their  religion  to  distant 
climates,  and  preserved  this  balance  by  the  addition 
of  many  millions,  who  call  upon  the  name  of  Christ 
in  the  new  world  f.    4.  The  historians  represent  the 

*  See  notes,  ch.  iii.  1.  vi.  8. 

t  "  By  the  industry  and  zeal  of  the  Europeans,  Christianity  has 
*♦  been  widely  diflused  to  the  most  distant  shores  of  Asia  and  Africa; 
M  and,  by  the  means  of  their  colonies,  has  been  firmly  established 
"  from  Canada  to  Chili,  in  a  world  unknown  to  the  ancients.'*  Gibbon, 
Decline,  &c.  ch.  xxv.  p.  535. 
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remaining  parts  of  the  Christian  Church  which  esca- 
ped this  plague,  as  continuing  corrupt  and  idolatrous. 
This  fact  is  so  well  established  in  ecclesiastical  his- 
tory, that  it  seems  to  need  no  confirmation.  The 
remains  of  Christendom,  after  the  Mahometan  domi- 
nation had  taken  place  in  one  part,  continued  im- 
pure and  idolatrous  in  almost  all  other  parts,  until  the 
purifying  period  of  the  Reformation. 

In  my  notes  upon  the  fifth  Trumpet,  some 
reasons  were  assigned,  to  shew  that  the  prophecy 
therein  contained,  cannot  be  properly  applied  to 
these  Mahometan  devastations,  which  I  have  sup- 
posed to  be  prefigured  under  this  sixth  Trumpet. 
And  in  this  application  of  it,  I  am  at  no  great  dis- 
tance  from  the  general  notion  of  modern  commen- 
tators ;  for  almost  all  of  them  apply  the  sixth  Trum- 
pet to  the  devastations  of  the  Turks,  or  of  the  Tar- 
tars, who  were  also  Mahometans.  The  application  of 
this  prophecy  to  some  of  the  Mahometan  irruptions  is 
indeed  so  obvious,  that  it  is  admitted  by  Michaelis ; 
who,  dissatisfied  with  most  other  interpretations  of 
the  Apocalypse,  has  observed,  that  this  prophecy 
u  may  be  very  well  applied  to  the  irruptions  of  theSa- 
u  racens,  the  Turks,  and  the  Tartars  *."  It  may  per- 
haps be  justly  applied  to  all  of  them  ;  for,  all  of  them 
have  the  same  character,  as  opposed  to  the  Christian 
Church ;  they  are  all  Mahometan.  And  if  the  Maho- 
metan character  is  so  strongly  impressed  upon  this  pro- 
phecy, that  it  may  fitly  be  applied  to  the  later  devasta- 
tions of  the  Mahometans,  it  will  not  be  thought  ex- 
traordinary, if  it  should  be  found  applicable,  een- 
with  a  superior  degree  of  propriety,  to  their  first 

•  Jntroduct.  to  the  }*.  T  ch.  xxiii.  sect.  7. 
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grand  and  fatal  irruption.  For  my  own  part,  I  can 
discover,  in  the  interpretation  of  those  commentators, 
who  apply  the  sixth  Trumpet  to  the  Turkish  Mahome- 
tans, only  three  instances  in  which  it  may  appear 
more  applicable  to  them,  than  to  their  predecessors 
in  this  warfare,  to  the  Saracene  followers  of  Ma- 
homet; they  are  these:  1.  That  by  which  the  four 
angels  are  supposed  to  represent  the  four  governments, 
into  which  the  Turks  are  said  to  have  been  originally 
distributed.  2.  That  by  which  the  fire,  smoke,  and  brim- 
stone, are  interpreted  to  signify  the  guns  and  gun- 
powder used  in  the  Turkish  armies.  3.  That  by  which 
the  "  hour,  day,  month,  year,"  are  understood  to 
express  a  certain  continuance  of  time,  applicable  pe- 
culiarly to  the  Ottoman  period.  Now  it  seems  to 
me,  that  none  of  these  instances  of  interpretation 
are  fairly  established,  but  that  all  of  them  will  be  found 
to  rest  on  weak  and  fanciful  foundations.  And  if 
this  can  be  shewn,  it  will  then  be  allowed,  even  by 
the  followers  of  Joseph  Mede,  that  as  there  is  no- 
thing remaining  in  the  prophecy,  which  restricts  it 
peculiarly  to  the  Ottoman  Mahometans,  it  may  be 
applied,  with  equal  if  not  greater  fitness,  to  the  Sara- 
cene founders  of  that  domination. 

I.  Joseph  Mede,  the  ingenious  deviser  of  this 
scheme,  which  represents  the  four  angels  to  signify 
four  Sultanies,  or  governments,  has  admitted  no  simi- 
lar kind  of  interpretation  respecting  any  other  pro- 
phecy. The  angel,  who  leads  the  host  of  the  fifth 
Trumpet,  he  asserts  to  be  a  fallen  angel,  even  Satan 
himself*.  And  it  may  be  questioned,  whether  an 
angel  is  used,  in  the  prophetical  language  of  Scrip- 

•  Clavis  Apoc.  par.  ii.  syn.iv. 
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ture,  to  represent  a  kingdom  or  government,  or  even 
any  earthly  leader.    But  rf  this  licence  should  be  al- 
lowed, still  the  history  of  the  Turks  will  not  be  found 
such  as  to  warrant  this  application  of  it.    The  Quater- 
nion of  Turkish  tribes,   which  Joseph  Mede  finds 
seated  at  or  near  the  Euphrates,  has  its  date  from 
the  year  1080;  which  will  be  found,  unfortunately 
for  this  scheme,  neither  to  reach  in  antiquity  to  the 
origin  of  the  Turks,  as  a  powerful  nation,  nor  to  their 
first  irruption  upon  Christendom,  as  narrated  in  his- 
tory ;  nor  yet  to  accord  with  the  time  of  their  suc- 
cessful attack  on  the  Eastern  empire,  in  the  fifteenth 
century.    Mede  confesses,  that  the  four  governments 
did  not  remain  perfect  and  complete,  but  that  they 
had  undergone  many  changes,  and  were  united  under 
one  leader,  Othman,  long  before  the  time  in  which 
they  are  supposed  to  be  prefigured  in  this  Trumpet. 
But  the  warfare  of  the  Turks  upon  the  Christians  will 
be  found  to  have  begun  before  these  four  sultanies 
are  said  to  be  established.     Early  in  the  eleventh 
century  did  they  attack  Christendom  with  immense 
armies,  when  the  Grecian  provinces  on  the  Euxine  Sea, 
and  a  great  part  of  Asia  Minor,  were  wrested  by  them 
from  the  Christians  *     But  the  Turks  were  a  great 
nation,  long  before  any  of  these  times.    Seated  upon 
Mount  Imaiis   or  Caf  (whence  they  deduce  their 
origin),  they  were  known  in  Roman  history  six  hun- 
dred years  before  the  age  of  Othman.    They  were 
then  able  to  muster  four  huudred  thousand  soldiers ; 
and,  during  two  centuries,  became  formidable  to  the 
three  great  empires  surrounding  them,  to  the  Roman, 
the  Persian,  and  the  Chinese  f.    We  must  therefore 

*  Gibbon,  Hist.  ch.  lvii.  Mosheim,  cent.  xi.  ch.  ii. 
f  Gibbon's  Hist.  Decline  and  Fall,  ch.  57-  6*4.  42. 
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conclude,  that  the  application  of  the  symbol  of  the 
four  angels,  to  the  four  sultanies  or  governments, 
leading  the  Turks  to  their  invasion  of  Christendom, 
has  no  fair  and  legitimate  foundation.  The  Turks 
were  not  divided  into  four  nations,  nor  seated  on  Eu- 
phrates, at  the  time  of  their  irruption  in  the  fifteenth 
century  ;  nor  was  this  their  original  seat.  And  if  to 
be  there  seated,  can  give  a  claim  to  the  application 
of  this  prophecy,  the  Saracene  Mahometans  will  be 
found  to  possess  this  claim  in  an  equal  or  superior 
degree.  For,  powerful  tribes  of  the  Saracens*, 
were  seated  in  Mesopotamia  adjoining  to  Euphrates, 
at  the  time  when  this  apocalyptic  vision  was  seen. 
They  there  touched  upon  the  boundaries  of  the  Ro- 
man and  Persian  empires;  and  made  devastating  in- 
cursions on  each  f.  About  the  year  378,  their  armies 
spread  desolation  in  the  East ;  and  afterwards  were 
employed  by  the  Romans  against  the  Goths  J.  Again, 
in  the  seventh  century,  the  Mahometan  Saracens 
were  in  early  possession  of  Euphrates,  having  turn- 
ed their  victorious  arms  thither  in  the  fourteenth 
year  of  their  Hejirah.  Cufah,  seated  on  that  river, 
became  the  residence  of  the  Caliph  Ali ;  and  Bagdat, 
built  in  762,  by  the  Caliph  Almansor,  ten  leagues 
from  the  site  of  ancient  Babylon,  was  for  many 
centuries  the  capital  seat  of  the  Mahometan  domi- 
nion 

If  therefore  it  were  a  necessary  part,  to  the  com- 
pletion of  the  prophecy,  that  the  invading  armies 

•  Culled  by  the  Greek  and  Latin  writers  of  the  first  century, 
Semites,  because  they  dwelt  in  tents,  but  afterwards  Saracens,  from  the 
Arabic,  Sarak,  a  robber.   Aram.  Marcellin.  lib.  xiv.  4. 

f  Strabo,  lib.  xvi.  p.  1109.  Plinii  Nat.  Hist.  vi.  26.  28. 

I  Socratis  Hist.  Eccles.  lib.  iv.  c.  36*.  Sozomen.  lib.  vi.  c.  38. 

$  Ockley's  History  of  the  Saracens. 

should 
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should  come  from  Euphrates,  this  will  appear  fulfilled 
in  the  Saracene  invaders,  more  truly  and  completely 
than  in  the  Ottoman  Turks.  And  if,  to  answer  to 
the  symbols  of  the  four  angels,  four  distinct  nations, 
or  armies  of  invaders,  are  to  be  expected,  I  would 
suggest  to  the  consideration  of  the  learned  reader, 
whether  four  distinct  periods  of  successful  Mahome- 
tan invasion,  and  by  four  different  nations,  may  not 
be  found  to  present  themselves  in  history. 

The  first,  by  the  Saracens,  which  in  the  seventh 
and  eighth  centuries  subdued  to  the  Mahometan  laws, 
Syria,  Palestine,  Persia,  Armenia,  iEgypt,  the  States 
of  Barbary,  and  Spain. 

The  second  under  the  Mahometan  Turks  Maymud 
and  the  princes  of  the  Seljuk  dynasty,  when  in 
the  eleventh  century  the  extensive  regions  on  the 
Euxine  Sea,  India,  Anatolia,  and  Asia  Minor,  were 
conquered. 

The  third  by  the  Mogul  Tartars  under  Timour,  or 
Tamerlane,  in  the  fourteenth  century,  when  in  widely 
extended  regions  of  the  East,  in  China,  Tartary,  and 
a  great  part  of  Asia,  Christianity  was  eradicated,  not 
only  by  authority  and  persuasion,  but  by  the  utmost 
efforts  of  persecution,  to  make  way  for  the  Mahome- 
tan creed  * 

The  fourth  by  the  Ottoman  Turks,  in  the  fifteenth 
century,  when  the  Eastern  Roman  empire  fell  to  them, 
with  its  dependencies. 

I  do  not  propose  this  four-fold  division  as  per- 
fectly examined  and  arranged  ;  esteeming  it  no  neces- 
sary part  to  the  completion  of  the  prophecy  :  but  if 
such  a  kind  of  fulfilment  should  be  thought  needful, 

*  Mosheim,  cent.  xiv.  part  i.  ch.  i. 

it 
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it  appears  probable,  that  it  will  be  more  easily  dis- 
covered in  the  history  of  all  the  Mahometan  inva- 
sions, than  in  that  single  one  by  the  Ottoman  Turks,  . 
which  has  been  exclusively  applied  to  this  prophecy. 

It  The  smoke,  fire,  and  brimstone  of  the  sixth 
Trumpet  seem  inconsistently  understood,  as  expres- 
sive of  the  guns  and  gunpowder  used  by  the  Turks, 
in  the  fifteenth  century.  Smoke  from  the  bottomless 
pit,  (ch.  ix.  2.)  under  the  fifth  Trumpet,  is  applied  by 
Mede  and  his  followers  to  signify  the  darkening  ie- 
ligion  of  Mahomet*.  And,  in  prophetical  language, 
it  will  certainly  admit  that  application,  as  well  as  to 
the  dark  confused  doctrines  of  the  Gnostics.  This  is 
fair  and  legitimate  interpretation ;  and,  by  referring 
to  ch.  xix.  20.  xx.  3.  10.  xxi.  8,  it  will  appear,  that 
in  the  pit  or  lake,  whence  the  smoke  ascended,  were 
fire  and  brimstone.  When  therefore  under  the  sixth 
Trumpet,  we  meet  with  smoke,  fire  and  brimstone, 
united,  our  interpretation  should  be  uniform.  These, 
issuing  from  the  mouths  of  the  invaders  of  the  Church, 
must,  if  interpreted  consistently,  be  stated  to  repre- 
sent corrupt,  infernal,  destructive  doctrines.  And 
these  are  applicable  to  the  Saracens,  in  common  with 
other  Mahometans.  But  to  understand  them  as  sig- 
nifying great  git?is  and  gun-poxvder,  seems  to  be  a 
force  upon  prophetical  language,  unworthy  of  the 
respectable  names,  which  have  countenanced  the  in- 
terpretation. It  is  not  of  Mede's  devising  ;  I  have 
found  it  in  commentaries  more  ancient. 

III.  The  hour,  day,  month,  &c.  are  applied  to 
signify  a  continuance  of  time,  answering  to  the  con^ 
thiuance  of  the  successful  warfare  of  the  Ottoman 

*  Mede's  Works,  p.  4<)7. 

Turks. 
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Turks.  But  it  has  already  been  shewn,  that  the 
original  language  will  not  admit  of  this  construc- 
tion. Or,  if  the  construction  could  be  admitted, 
even  then  it  would  not  be  found  to  answer  the  purpose 
of  the  commentators  :  for  the  continuance  of  time  to 
be  measured,  is  that,  during  which  the  evil  angels 
continue  to  slay  the  third  part  of'  the  men*.  But  this 
period  is  surely,  in  continuance,  so  long  as  the  Maho- 
metans continue  to  alienate  from  the  Life  which  is  in 
Christ,  the  third  part  of  the  men,  or  nations,  which 
were  once  Christian.  The  Mahometan  woe  or  plague 
is  not  yet  come  to  its  end ;  but  the  measure  of  con- 
tinuance proposed  by  Mcde  and  his  followers,  reaches 
only  to  the  year  1672 1- 

I  must  now  leave  to  the  learned  and  judicious 
investigator  to  determine,  whether  the  prophecy  of 
the  sixth  Trumpet  do  not  appear  to  be  more  fitly 
and  perfectly  fulfilled  in  the  great  original  irruption 
of  the  Mahometans,  (comprehending  perhaps  also 
their  subsequent  inroads,)  than  in  the  later  and  more 
partial  one  by  the  Ottoman  Turks.  The  interpreta- 
tion now  proposed  will  be  found,  not  only  to  accord 
more  accurately  with  the  symbols  exhibited  in  the 
vision,  but  also  to  bring  the  prophetical  narration  to 
that  precise  period,  which  is  seen  to  open  in  the 
eleventh  chapter,  where  the  prophetical  history,  after 
a  previous  exhibition  in  the  tenth  chapter,  proceeds. 
In  that,  and  the  ensuing  chapters,  the  famous  period 
of  forty- two  months,  or  1260  days  or  years,  comes 

•  See  verse  15. 

t  About  that  time  it  may  be  allowed  that  the  belligerent  power  of 
the  Mahometan  nations  became  less  formidable  to  the  Christian  world. 
But  which  of  these  nations  is  yet  become  Christian  ?  which  of  them 
has  yet  renounced  the  destructive  doctrines  of  Mahomet  ? 

£  e  into 
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into  view.  And  this,  in  the  apprehension  of  almost 
all  the  commentators,  had  its  beginning  many  cen* 
turies  before  the  victories  of  the  Ottoman  Turks  ;  pro- 
bably from  those  of  the  Saracene  Mahometans.  If 
therefore  the  sixth  Trumpet  be  understood  to  begin 
with  this  first  Mahometan  invasion,  it  will  stand  in 
its  proper  historical  place.  So  beginning,  it  may  be 
supposed  to  run  through  the  whole  period  of  1260 
years,  and  to  contain  all  the  successful  warfare  of  the 
Mahometans  on  the  Christians.  It  is  not  to  the  na* 
tion,  but  to  the  religion,  to  which,  prophecy  seems 
to  advert.  And  all  these  invasions  seem  nearly  of  the 
same  character. 


PART  III. 


1  Kai  tfto* 
rmCMx    U  t5 

fx\r,s  *vt5*  TO 
xsilrw*  alri  is 

avrn  in  j^Xo<  xjv. 

2  pot.      Km  »x»n 

(3<CX«fi$<a»  drtd'- 
tip     zsl&x  avrS 


SECTION  VI. 
The  little  Book. 

CHAPTER  X. 


1  And  I  saw  another 
mighty  angel  coming 
down  from  heaven, 
clothed  with  a  cloud, 
and  a  radiance  over 
his  head,  and  his  face 
was  as  the  sun,  and  bis 
feet  as  pillars  of  fire, 

2  And  having  in  his  hand 
a  little  book  opened. 
And  he  set  his  right 
foot  upon  the  sea,  and 
his  left  foot  upon  the 

3  land.  And  he  cried 
with  a  loud  voice,  as 
when  a  lion  roareth. 


1  And  I  saw  another 
mighty  angel  come 
down  from  heaven, 
clothed  with  a  cloud, 
and  a  rainbow  wet  up- 
on his  head,  and  his 
face  was  as  it  were  Uie 
sun,  and  his  feet  at 

2  pillars  of  fire.  And 
he  had  in  his  band  a 
little  book  open:  and 
he  set  his  right  foot 
upon  the  sea,  and  his 
left  foot  on  the  earth, 

3  And  cried  with  a  loud 
voice,  as  when  a  lion 
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And  when  he  had 
cried,  the  seven  thun- 
ders    uttered  their 

4  voices.  And  when  the 
seven  thunders  had 
spoken,  I  was  about 
to  write  ;  and  I  heard 
a  voice  from  heaven, 
saying, 11  Seal  up  those 
11  things  which  the  se- 
«'  ven  thunders  spake, 
11  and  write  them  not." 

5  And  the  angel,  whom 
I  saw  standing  upon 
the  sea  and  upon  the 
land,  lifted  up  his  right 
hand  toward  heaven, 

6  And  sware  by  Him, 
who  liveth  for  ever 
and  ever,  who  created 
heaven  and  the  things 
therein,  and  the  land 
and  the  things  therein, 
and  the  sea  and  the 
things  therein,  that 
time  shall  be  no  more, 

7  But  in  the  days  of  the 
voice  of  the  seventh 
angel,  when  he  is  about 
to  sound,  and  the  mys- 
tery of  God  was  finish- 
ed, as  he  hath  declared 
good  tidings  to  his 
servants  the  prophets. 

8  And  the  voice,  which 
I  had  heard  from  hea- 
ven, spake  unto  me 
again,  and  said,  "  Go, 
«  take  the  little  book, 
"  which  is  opened  in 

*K2 


roareth :  and  wfcen  he 

had  cried,  sevet^tMu- 
ders     uttered  iJjeir 

4  voices.  And  when  the 
seven  thunders  had  ut- 
tered their  voices,  I  was 
about  to  write:  and  I 
heard  a  voice  from 
heaven,  saying  unto 
me,  Seal  up  those 
things  which  the  seven 
thunders  uttered,  and 

5  write  them  not.  And 
the  angel  which  J  saw 
stand  upon  the  sea,  and 
upon  the  earth,  lifted 
up  his  hand  to  heaven, 

6  And  sware  byHim  that 
liveth  for  ever  and 
ever,  who  created  hea- 
ven and  the  things  that 
therein  are,  and  the 
earth  and  the  things 
that  therein  are,  and 
the  sea,  and  the  things 
which  are  therein,  that 
there  should  be  time 

7  no  longer :  But  in  the 
days  of  the  voice  of 
the  seventh  angel, 
when  he  shall  begin 
to  sound,  the  mystery 
of  God  should  be 
finished,  as  he  hatb 
declared  to  his  ser- 
vants  the  prophets, 

8  And  the  voice  which 
I  heard  from  heaven, 
spake  unto  me  again, 
and  said,  Go,  and  take 
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"  the  hand  of  the  an- 
"  gel,  who  standeth 
"  upon  the  sea  and 
u  upon    the  land." 

9  And  I  went  to  the 
angel,  saying  unto  him 
to  give  me  the  little 
book.  And  he  saith 
unto  me,  44  Take,  and 
"  eat  it  up ;  and  it 
44  shall  imbitter  thy 
"  stomach;  but  in  thy 
44  mouth  shall  be  sweet 

10 44  as  honey."  And  I 
took  the  little  book 
from  the  hand  of  the 
angel,  and  ate  it  up. 
And  it  was  in  my 
mouth  sweet  as  honey ; 
and  when  I  had  eaten 
it,  my  stomach  was 

11  imbittered.  And  he 
suith  unto  me,  "  Thou 
44  must  prophecy  again 
44  before  many  people, 
44  and  nations,  and  lun- 
44  guages,  and  kings." 
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the  little  book  which 
is  open  in  the  hand  of 
the  angel  which  stand- 
eth upon  the  sea,  and 

9  upon  the  earth.  And 
1  went  unto  the  an- 
gel, and  said  unto  him, 
Give  me  the  little 
book.  And  he  said 
unto  me,  Take  fV,  and 
eat  it  up  :  and  it  shall 
make  tby  belly  bitter, 
but  it  shall  be  in  thy 
mouth  sweet  as  honey. 

10  And  I  took  the  little 
book  out  of  the  angel's 
hand,  and  ate  it  up  ; 
and  it  was  in  my 
mouth  sweet  as  honey : 
and  as  «>?on  as  I  had 
eaten  it,  my  belly  was 

1 1  bitter.  And  he  said 
unto  me,  Thou  nmst 
prophesy  again  before 
many  peoples,  and  na- 
tions, and  tongues,  and 
kings. 


In  the  13th  verse  of  the  viiith  chapter,  three  grand 
woes,  three  distinct  periods  of  successful  attack  upon 
the  Church,  by  the  Antichristian  powers,  are  an- 

5  nounced. 
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nounced.  The  first  of  these  immediately  takes  place, 
and  is  afterwards  described  as  past#;  and  the  second 
follows:  but  this,  though  it  begins,  like  the  first, 
•with  an  hostile  invasion,  does  not  end  in  like  manner. 
No  period  (as,  in  the  first,  of  150  years)  is  assign- 
ed for  its  continuance ;  and  when  the  description  of 
the  invasion  seems  to  be  finished,  no  like  notice  is 
given,  that  the  •woe  is  ended;  on  the  contrary,  it 
seems  to  continue  till  the  seventh  Trumpet  sounds ; 
then,  and  not  till  then,  it  is  declared  to  be  gone 
The  prophecy  had  now  begun  to  appear  as  drawing  to 
its  close ;  the  seventh  and  last  Trumpet  was  expected. 
But  a  new  and  enlarging  scene  opens  under  the  sixth 
Trumpet,  and  before  the  end  of  the  second  woe. 
The  famous  period  of  forty- two  months,  or  1260 
days,  is  now  presented  to  view.  The  usurped  domi-  , 
nion  of  the  Mahometans,  disclosed  in  the  sixth  Trum- 
pet, is  continued  throughout.  But  there  is  another 
Antichristian  usurpation,  which  belongs  to  the  same 
period,  and  which  is  to  be  produced,  as  cotem- 
porary  with  it. 

Ver.  1 — 3.  Another  mighty  angel ;  &c]  The  su- 
blimity of  this  passage  made  an  early  impression  upon 
the  poetical  mind  of  Sir  William  Jones  :  and  "  at  a 
"  period  of  mature  judgment,"  says  his  biographer, 
"  he  considered  it  as  equal  in  sublimity  to  any  in  the 
"  inspired  writers,  and  far  superior  to  any  that  could 
"  be  produced  from  mere  human  compositions  J.'* 
This  angel,  although  displaying  superior  glory  and 
power  §,  is  not  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  appears  in 
this  part  of  the  vision,  not  as  an  angel,  but  as  the  Lamb. 

♦  Ch.  ix.  12.  t  Ch.  xi.  14. 

X  Lord  Teignmouth's  Life  of  Sir  William  Jones,  4to.  p.  14. 

$  See  note,  ch.  L  14,  16. 

(Ch. 
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(Ch.  xiv.  i.)  he  is  described  to  be  another  angel. 
Such  another  angel  had  been  before  seen  officiating 
in  the  presence  of  the  Lamb  *.  He  is  an  angel  of  the 
highest  dignity,  invested  with  a  most  important  com- 
mission ;  to  convey  to  Saint  John,  and  to  the  Church, 
a  large  amount  of  prophetical  information.  For  this 
purpose,  he  holds  in  his  hand  a  little  book  ;  not 
little  in  respect  to  its  contents,  which  are  of  the 
highest  importance,  but  with  a  view  to  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  designed ;  to  be  eaten  and  digested 
by  the  prophet.  The  book  is  open,  unsealed  ;  by 
our  Lord's  merits  it  had  become  sof ;  for,  it  was  pro- 
bably a  part,  or  transcript,  of  the  larger  sealed  book; 
because  it  comes  under  the  opening  of  the  sixth  and 
seventh  Seals,  which  are  part  of  the  contents  of  that 
book.  It  may  be  the  same  also  with  that  part  of  the 
prophecy  of  Daniel  J  which  was  in  his  time  sealed 
for  a  very  distant  period  ;  a  period  which  will  be  seen 
to  have  relation  to  these  times  of  the  apocalyptic 
visions. 

Ver.  2.  And  he  set  his  right  foot  upon  the  sea ; 
fee]  In  the  scene  before  the  prophet,  the  heavens, 
containing  God's  throne,  and  his  altar,  and  surround- 
ing ministers,  are  above.  The  earth  is  beneath,  not 
hanging  like  an  orb  or  ball  §,  but  extended  in  a  plain, 
and  containing  the  divisions,  before  marked,  of  land, 
of  sea,  of  rivers.  The  angel  descends  from  heaven 
above,  and  takes  his  station  on  the  earth,  placing 
pne  of  his  gigantic  feet  on  the  sea,  the  other  on  the 
}arul  ||.  The  Eastern  nations,  expressed  by  the  divi- 
sion of  the  land,  had  been  hitherto  the  principal 
scene  of  action  under  this  Trumpet.     The  angel's 

•  Ch.  vii.  2.  and  again  viii.  3.  +  Sec  note,  ch.  v.  9. 

X  Dan.  xii.  4.  9.     §  Cicero,  Somn.  Scip.      ||  See  note,  ch.  viii.  7. 

AO)  placing 


Digitized  by 


» 

Chap.  X.]  APOCALTPSE.  fi?P 


placing  one  foot  on  the  sea,  seems  to  intimate  that 
the  Western  nations  of  the  Gentiles  *,  are  to  be  an  ob- 
ject of  the  remaining  prophecy.  And  this  is  also  ex- 
pressed in  ver.  11 :  he  is  "  to  prophesy  before  many 
"  people,  and  nations,  and  languages,  and  kings." 
It  may  be  observed  also,  that  the  first,  the  right,  or 
principal  foot  of  the  angel  descends  upon  the  sea, 
which  seems  to  imply  that  the  part  of  the  Christian 
world,  represented  by  the  sea,  is  now  to  be  principally 
concerned. 

Ver.  4.  The  seven  thunders.]  The  whole  Prophecy 
is  delivered  under  seven  Seals,  seven  Trumpets,  seven 
Vials  j.  In  this  passage,  a  particular  prophecy,  or 
perhaps  seven  distinct  prophecies,  are  uttered  by  seven 
voices,  loud  as  thunder,  aweful,  and  terrible  as  that 
of  the  lion-like  voice  of  the  angel  which  introduces 
them.  But  whatsoever  intelligence  the  prophet  might 
receive  from  this  Divine  communication,  he  is  for- 
bidden to  disclose  it.  Thus,  events  of  great  import, 
belonging  to  the  history  of  this  Seal  and  Trumpet, 
are  not  revealed  in  this  prophecy.  What  these  were, 
it  is  certainly  difficult,  and  may  be  presumptuous,  to 
conjecture.  But  we  may  safely  collect  from  this 
transaction,  that  many  important  events,  perhaps  re- 
corded in  history,  are  not  disclosed.  And  we  obtain 
herewith  an  additional  confirmation  of  the  notion  al- 
ready suggested,  that  this  sixth  Trumpet  contains  a 
period  of  long  continuance. 

Ver.  5.  Lifted  up  his  right  hand.]  The  angel  takes 
a  solemn  oath,  in  a  form  of  Scriptural  antiquity  £. 
This  mode  of  swearing  has  descended  even  unto  our 
own  times  and  nation,  being  still  used  in  Scotland, 

•  Note,  ch.  viii.  8.  -f  Note,  ch.  i.  4. 

J  Gea.  xiv.  22.  D«ut.  xxxii,  40.  Ezck.  xx.  5.  Is.  lxii.  8. 

and 
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and  there  allowed,  by  act  of  parliament,  to  those 
dissenters  who  are  styled  Scceders  *. 

Ver.  7.  That  time  shall  be  no  more,  &c]  The 
original  language  as  used  in  the  writings  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testament,  will  not  admit  of  the  transla- 
tion given  by  Daubuz,  Lowman,  &c. ;  viz.  "  the 
91  time  should  not  be  as  yet;"  which  would  otherwise 
tend  greatly  to  clear  the  obscurity  of  this  passage. 
I  will  cast  upon  it  what  scattered  light  I  can  collect. 

The  whole  passage,  expressed  in  the  seventh  verse, 
taken  together,  has  a  plain  reference  to  happy  times, 
which  are  expected  with  the  seventh  Trumpet,  and 
which  have  been  promised  with  glad  tidings  under 
the  Gospel.  These  times  are  mentioned  as  the  xa/poi 
&v*4,vi,ius,  "  the  times  of  refreshing  %povtt  faoHeflasa- 
v£ug  wavlav,  "  times  of  restitution  of  all  things,  which 
"  God  hath  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  His  holy 
"  Prophets  since  the  world  began  f."  There  is  a  great 
similarity  in  the  two  passages.  The  same  times  are 
likewise  mentioned  in  Acts  i.  7.  and  in  both  these 
places,  as  in  this  of  the  Apocalypse,  the  word  %povoc  is 
used  without  that  prepositive  article  which  expresses  a 
particular  designation  of  time.  And  yet  our  translators 
have  found  it  necessary  to  give  that  article  in  the  Eng- 
lish, ( the  times,  the  seasons,)  as  the  sense  seemed  to 
require  it.  It  may  be  questioned  then,  whether  xpovos, 
in  this  passage  of  the  Revelation,  without  the  article, 
may  not  be  so  translated  and  understood  :  and  whether 
the  time,  which  is  not  to  be  under  the  sixth  Trumpet, 
may  not  be  expected  under  the  seventh.    The  attempt 

*  Paley's  Moral  and  Political  Philosophy,  4to.  p.  159.  The  solemn 
league  and  covenant  in  the  time  of  Charles  I.  had  been  taken  after  this 
manner. 

t  Acts  iii.  19.  20t 
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to  interpret  the  passage  in  this  manner  will  be  assisted 
by  considering  what  the  "  mystery  of  God  ^/"—com- 
pare it  with  2  Thess.  ii.  7 the  "  mystery  of  iniquity" 
which  appears  plainly,  from  the  context,  to  be  the 
triumphant  working  of  Satan.  And  therefore  the 
mystery  of  God  appears  to  be,  (that  which  arrives  also 
under  the  seventh  Trumpet,)  the  triumphant  reign 
of  godliness.  Compare  also  Dan.  xii.  6 — 13;  where 
the  angel  takes  the  same  kind  of  solemn  oath,  refer- 
ring to  the  same  period  of  time  which  is  named  by 
the  angel  under  this  Seal,  "  a  time,  times,  and  half," 
reaching  u  to  the  time  of  the  end*."  There  was  an 
obscurity  then;  Daniel  1  9  understood  not:"  and  the 
passage  before  us  is  yet  obscure  :  but  we  see  enough, 
to  fix  our  attention  on  the  final  establishment  of  the 
Messiahs  reign.  At  the  same  time,  it  seems  to  be 
intimated,  that  there  will  intervene  a  long  and  busy 
6cene  of  action,  under  the  remainder  of  the  sixth 
Trumpet,  before  this  can  be  completed  f. 

Ver.  8 — II.  Go,  take  the  little  book; — take  and 
tat  it;  &c]  In  this  passage,  Saint  John  receives  com- 
mission as  a  prophet,  in  a  form  nearly  resembling 
that  by  which  Ezekiel  was  commissioned  as  a  prophet 
to  the  Jews.  The  roll,  or  book,  (for  it  is  the  same 
thing  J,)  upon  which  the  prophecy  is  written,  is  de- 
livered to  each  prophet,  with  a  command  to  eat  it. 

•  Dan.  xii.  7.  9. 

f  I  have  translated  jriAfrdu  by  the  English  was finished;  and  yet, 
I  question  whether  we  might  not  be  authorized  to  translate  it  as  if 
it  were  expressed  by  the  other  reading  tiW&j,  which  is  rejected  by 
Griesbach,  and  is  properly  rendered  by  the  old  translators  should  be 
finished ;  because  I  find  irtXtcbi  in  ch.  xv.  1,  clearly,  from  its  context, 
expressive  of  time  yet  to  come  ;  and  in  this  instance  also  now  before 
us,  it  appears  so  ;  and  therefore  seems  to  be  used  as  tiW0>i. 

;  See  note,  cb.  v.  i. 

To 
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To  eat  it,  that  the  contents  may  be  completely  pos- 
sessed by  him  internally,  that,  by  digesting  them, 
he  may  become  as  "  the  living  oracle  of  God."  Both 
these  prophecies  contained  "  woe"  and  were  unpleas- 
ing  to  both  prophets  ;  yet  had  seemed  pleasant  to  the 
mouth  on  the  first  reception.  To  gratify  curiosity  with 
what  is  contained  in  the  womb  of  time,  has  its  de- 
lights :  but  so  many  bitter  things  are  found  written 
therein,  that  we  must  confess  that  it  is  by  a  kind  dis- 
pensation of  Providence,  that  man  is  ignorant  of  fu- 
turity*. But  why  this  new  commission  to  the  pro- 
phet ?  He  was  sent  originally  to  the  seven  Churches 
in  Asia :  wherefore  this  new  designation,  "  Thou 
u  must  prophesy  again  before  many  people,  and  na- 
11  tions,  and  languages,  and  kings  ?"  Observe  then, 
that,  before  the  conquests  of  the  Mahometan  inva- 
ders, the  seven  Churches  were  situated  near  the  centre 
of  the  Christian  world.  From  the  period  of  the  Ma- 
hometan apostacy,  they  were  no  longer  central  in  any 
sense.  They  lost  their  consequence ;  M  repented  not 
*'  of  their  idolatry  and  wickedness  ;"  and  in  succeed- 
ing irruptions,  they  fell  a  prey  to  the  victorious 
enemy.  "  Their  lamp-bearer  was  removed, "  accord- 
ing to  the  threatening  of  their  Lord  f.  But  as  Chris- 
tianity receded  in  the  East,  before  the  arms  and  doc- 
trines of  the  Mahometans,  it  spread  and  enlarged  in 
the  West.  A  new  scene,  and  a  new  audience,  have 
now  therefore  their  commencement.  The  Gentile  na- 
tions of  Europe,  (the  sea,  on  which  the  angel  places 
his  first  foot,)  come  into  view ;  those  ten  kingdoms, 
into  which  the  remains  of  the  western  Roman  empire 
were  divided.  And  the  period  of  this  prophecy  will 
be  seen,  in  the  next  chapter,  to  be  1260  years. 

*  Compare  Eaek.  ii.  6 — 10.  iii.  1—4,  14.  xxi.  6.  Eccl'us  xl.  30. 
\  Ch.  ii.  5. 
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PART  III. 

SECTION  VII. 

The  Measuring  of  the  Temple  ;  and  the  Witnesses. 


1  Kxi  &od»  fioi  xA\cc- 

l*irfwt»  tot  ixoi 
tS  0*5,  ^  to  $v- 


2  rZ .  Kou  t*»  «*Av 
r*t  t*|«0„  t«  ,««  N 

aJr*»  (jurpnoyis, 

Tn»  U«A/»  t^» 

*    »  It  _ 

aytxv  u&tnatspt  [*,n- 
txt  Ttovaqcixoila, 

KfXpnltV- 
OWO    r.u.ifxs  yj- 

X/«r  haxoai'txs  «|n- 
xo»7«,  oA.»|- 

4  /*i'»o<  aaxxttt.  Ovto! 
U9t»  etl  ivo  iXa'ixi 

en  iifartNOT  T«  x*/f<« 

5  KflW    l"  T<f  «VTB* 

t7v^  txTroptvibu  ix 
T«  fO/x*TOf  xi'rlv, 

I^Spif  «WT«5»*  j£ 

n"  T/y  «vt«  $ftj> 


CHAP.  XK  VEIL  1  14. 

And  there  was  given  « 
to  me  a  reed  like  unto 
a  rod,  saying:  11  Arise, 
"  and  measure  the 
"  Temple  of  God,  and 
the  altar,  and  those 
"  who  worship  there- 
M  in :  And  the  court 
"  on  the  outside  of 
"  the  temple  cast  out, 
"  and  thou  shalt  not 
M  measure  it ;  for  it 
"  is  given  to  the  na- 
"  tions;  and  the  holy 
"  city  shall  they  tread 
'*  forty  -  two  months. 
"  And  I  will  give  un- 
"  to  my  two  witnes- 
"  ses ;  and  they  shall 
u  prophesy  a  thousand 
u  two  hundred  and 
u  sixty  days,  clothed 
"  in  sackcloth.  These 
"  are  the  two  olive- 
"  trees,  and  the  two 
"  lamp-bearers  which 
M  are  standing  before 
"  the  Lord  of  the 
"  earth.  And  if  any 
"  one  shall  wish  to 
**  injure  them,  fire 
"  cometh  out  of  their 
u  mouth,  and  devour- 


1  And  there  was  given 
me  a  reed  like  unto  a 
rod:  and  the  angel 
stood,  saying,  Rise  and 
measure  the  temple  ol 
God,  and  the  altar, 
and  them  that  worship 

2  therein.  But  the  court 
which  is  without  the 
temple  leave  out,  and 
measure  it  not;  for  it 
is  given  unto  the  Gen- 
tiles :  and  the  holy 
city  shall  they  tread 
under  foot  forty  and 

3  two  months.  And  I 
will  give  power  unto  my 
two  witnesses, and  they 
shall  prophesy  a  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and 
threescore  days,  cloth- 

4  ed  in  sackcloth.  These 
are  the  two  olive-trees, 

,  and  the  two  candle- 
sticks stunding  before 
the  God  of  the  earth. 

5  And  if  any  man  will 
hurt  them,  fire  pro- 
ceeded out  of  their 
mouth,  and  devoureth 
their  enemies :  and  if 
any  man  will  hurt 
them,  he  must  in  this 
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6*  Ovrot  s^tnrit 

<rtxt    xXiivxt  rot 
v§xro*,  <»«  />.*»  Pf«- 
tilor  t<m 

fXS  TVS  VJ£0$*ltlXS 

auTut'   Kf  t^ayix* 

i^KT<»  T*» 

%3xla.$xi  tt»  «yrv  i» 
cji<a>)  wXvyjj,  wa- 
rns Ixi  SiAnawi. 

7  Kjt<  ot»>  rt>i<Tu<rt 
T>>»  (jLXfTVfixi  ah- 

rut,  TO  S>Jfl'o>  TO 
a' »«C  I  •'.  .  >     tX  T,;f 

dZxttrcuvsofh'Tti  vjo- 

vftmtru  avrttst 
Xy  aTroxltvit  xvths 

8  Ka»     to  WlSfMS 

*PTi'»  Iwt  TTjt 
izhxittxi  WO>-ia'f 
Tri  (JLtyx\y>st  inns 
xxXttrxt  vmi<iA.x- 

Aryvmlos,  SwS  g  o 
Klfios  avTui  Uxv- 

C/J  I*  TU1  XxZ'D  iCf 

x\j  l&rZvt  to  TslxfAX 
avrxv  r>y.ipxs  TfiTs 

XXt    YlfMlOV,   KXI  TX 

1 1     1        •   -  ■ 
ayri^uji  Tif '>;»«<  *<V 

KX)0<XM»%f  tTTi  Tr,f 
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"  eth  their  enemies  ; 
"  and  if  any  one  shall 
"  wish  to  injure  them, 
"  thus  must  he  be 
6*  "  slain.  These  have 
"  power  to  shut  up  the 
*4  heaven,  that  rain 
may  not  fall  during 
the  days  of  their 
prophecy,  and  they 
"  have  power  over  the 
"  waters,  to  turn  them 
"  to  blood,  and  to 
M  smite  the  land  with 
"  every  plague,  as 
"  often  as  they  shall 

7  "  be  willing.  And 
**  when  they  shall  be 
"  finishing  their  testi- 
M  mony,  the  wild- 
M  beast,  which  as- 
M  cendeth  out  of  the 
"  bottomless  deep, 
14  shall  make  war  with 
"  them,  and  shall  over- 
"  come    them,  and 

8  •*  slay  them.  And  their 
"  remains  shall  be  in 
"  the  broad  pluce  of 
"  the  great  city,  which 
"  is  called  spiritually 
"  Sodom  and  -Egypt, 
"  where  also  their  Lord 

9  4t  was  crucified.  And 

• 

"  they  of  the  people, 
"  and  of  tribes  and 
M  languages  and  na- 
M  tions,  behold  their 
"  remains  three  days 
u  and  a  half;  and  their 
"  remains   they  shall 
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manner     be  killed. 

6  These  have  power  to 
shut  heaven,  that  it 
rain  not  in  the  days 
of  their  prophecy :  and 
have  power  over  wa- 
ters to  turn  them  to 
blood,  and  to  smite 
the  earth  with  all 
plagues,  as  often  as 

7  they  will.  And  when 
they  shall  have  finish- 
ed their  testimony,  the 
beast  that  ascendeth 
out  of  the  bottomless 
pit,  shall  make  war 
against  them,  and 
shall  overcome  them, 

8  and  kill  them.  And 
their  dead  bodies  shall 
lie  in  the  street  of  the 
great  city,  which  spi- 
ritually is  called  So- 
dom and  Egypt,  where 
also   our  Lord  was 

9  crucified.  And  they 
of  the  people,  and 
kindreds, and  tongues, 
and  nations,  shall  see 
their  dead  bodies  three 
dajs  and  an  half,  and 
shall  not  suffer  their 
dead  bodies  to  be  put 

10  in  graves.  And  they 
that  dwell  upon  the 
earth  shall  rejoice  over 
them,  and  make  mer- 
ry, and  shall  send  gifts 
one  to  another;  be- 
cause these  two  pro- 
phets tormeuted  them 
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avroTs,  ilppar- 

Awf,  or*  Itoi  ol 
Suo  rspofinTXi  iZx- 
o-otmrat  Tkss  xxhi- 
*.'><.■  liti  rijr  yns. 
1  1  Kat  (JLtlei  rat  rptis 
ifjufxs    x)  rifMav, 

aires'  Kf  truer** 
im  Tbs  xao$xs  *v- 
tw-  *}  $oZos  niyxt 
Intern  hi*  T«f  Suw- 
M&tlxs  airrit.  Kai 
rixturxv  Qvmv  ftf- 
ydXvr  ix  tS  «f>a»H, 
Xfy*cra»  avroTf  'A- 
tx£vlt  i'  x«i 
«yi'C»)(7a»    «<f  To* 

IQtvpyHTxi  av- 
tbj  ol  Iy9fM  xurZr- 
13  Kai  «»  ixim?  t>? 
<x  iyiwlo  cuayXs 
tAjyas,  xai  to  M- 
xalo»  Trjr  tjoAuwr 
rraat,  MM  Mft- 
x1a»oW»  it  rf 
9WtVf  itif^xrx 

fpfoCo*  lyfa&,  x} 
i3vx«»   3d£as>  tJ 
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"  not  permit  to  be  laid 

10"  in  a  sepulchre.  And 
"  they  who  inhabit  the 
**  earth  rejoice  over 
M  them  and  shall  ex- 
u  ult :  and  shall  send 
"  gifts  one  to  another; 
"  because  these  two 
"  prophets  tormented 
"  those  who  dwelled 

1 1"  upon  the  earth.  And, 
"  after  the  three  days 
"  and  half,  a  spirit  of 
"  life  from  God  enter- 
"  ed  into  them  ;  and 
"  they  stood  upon  their 
"  feet ;  and  great  fear 
"  fell  upon  those  be- 

12"  holding  them.  And 
"  they  heard  a  loud 
M  voice  from  heaven, 
M  saying  unto  them, 
"  'Ascend  hither;'  and 
u  they  ascended  into 
"  heaven  in  the  cloud ; 
"  and    their  enemies 

13"  beheld  them."  And 
in  that  same  hour  there 
was  a  great  earth- 
quake ;  and  the  tenth 
part  of  the  city  fell; 
and  there  were  slain 
in  the  earthquake 
names  of  men  seven 
thousand.  And  the 
remnant  became  a- 
fraid,  and  gave  glory 
to  the  God  of  heaven. 

14The  second  woe  is 
past:  behold,  the  third 
woe  cometh  soon. 


that    dwelt    on  the 

1 1  earth.  And  after  three 
davs  and  an  half,  the 
Spirit  of  life  from 
God  entered  into  them : 
and  they  stood  up- 
on their  feet,  and 
great  fear  fell  upon 
them  which  saw  them. 

12  And  they  heard  a 
great  voice  from  hea- 
ven, saying  unto  them, 
Come  up  hither.  And 
they  ascended  up  to 
heaven  in  a  cloud,  and 
their  enemies  beheld 

13  them.  And  the  same 
hour  was  there  a  great 
earthquake,  and  the 
tenth  part  of  the  city 
fell,  and  in  the  earth- 
quake were  slain  of 
men  seven  thousand  : 
and  the  remnant  were 
affrighted,  and  gave 
glory  to  the  God  of 

14  heaven.  The  second 
woe  is  past,  and  be- 
hold, the  third  woe 
cometh  quickly. 
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Ver.  I.  A  reed  like  unto  a  rod.']  A  reed  *,  being  both 
straight  and  light,  became  a  fit  instrument  for  mea- 
suring ;  and,  like  our  rood,  rod,  or  pole,  had  its  de- 
finite measure.    The  Hebrew  rod  or  reed  was,  ac- 
cording to  Michaelis,  of  six  ells,  each  ell  being  five 
or  six  hand-breadths.    Such  a  measuring  instniment 
is  now  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  prophet,  who,  on  re- 
ceiving his  new  commission,  is  ordered  "  to  measure 
M  the  Temple  of  God,  and  the  altar,  and  those  who 
M  worship  thereiu."    The  commission  extends  not 
only  to  the  temple  and  altar,  but  to  the  worshippers 
who  frequent  them;  and,  compared  with  Ezek.  xL 
Zech.  ii.  Hab.  hi.  6,  will  appear  to  authorize  an  ex- 
animation  into  the  state  of  divine  worship  in  the 
times  of  this  Trumpet,  and  an  estimate  of  the  num- 
ber and  kind  of  the  worshippers.    Concerning  the  first 
part  of  the  commission,  which  respects  the  temple  and 
altar,  and  the  worship  of  those  who  are  admitted  to 
the  nearest  presence  of  the  Deity,  no  account  is  re- 
turned.   In  those  times  of  ignorance  and  supersti- 
tion, under  the  beginnings  of  the  sixth  Trumpet,  few 
they  were,  who  worshipped  "inspirit  and  in  truth," 
But  the  outer  court  of  the  Temple  is  particularly  men- 
tioned ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  measured,  for  the  God  of 
the  Temple  will  not  acknowledge  such  worship  as, 
under  the  times  of  this  Trumpet,  was  performed  there ; 
it  is  ordered  not  to  be  measured,  but  to  be  cast  out ; 
and  the  Gentiles  are  to  take  possession  of  it;  and  at 
the  same  time  they  are  to  possess  themselves  of  the 
holy  city  surrounding  it,  during  a  period  of  forty- 
two  months.    And  during  this  period  (the  length  of 


♦  In  the  Hebrew,  rop —  whence  the  Greek  xavwv, 
and  the  English  cane. 

which 
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which  will  be  explained)  we  have  no  mention  of  the 
inner  temple ;  till,  at  the  sound  of  the  seventh  Trum- 
pet, "  the  Temple  of  God  is  opened  in  Heaven,  and 
"the  Ark  of  his  covenant  is  seen*."  Then  is  re- 
stored a  purer  worship ;  then  men  draw  nearer  unto 
God,  "  in  the  beauty  of  holiness. " 

Ver.  2.  The  holy  city  shall  they  tread.]  The  Holy 
City  is  the  Christian  Church,  which,  after  the  rejection 
and  destruction  of  the  sacred  Jerusalem,  was  received 
in  its  stead  :  which  will  appear  clearly  from  this  in- 
stance, that  the  Christian  Church  in  its  renovated 
and  purer  state  is  called,  "  the  New  Jerusalem  f 
and  Jerusalem  is  certainly  "  the  Holy  City%."  The 
Temple  was  at  Jerusalem  with  its  altar,  and  holy 
place,  and  Holy  of  Holies :  but  these,  at  least  the 
inner  and  more  sacred  places,  are  not  given  to  the 
Gentiles,  but  the  outer  court  only,  with  the  city  sur- 
rounding, which  they  are  to  occupy  during  the  period 
assigned  to  them. 

It  is  said  in  the  received  translation,  that  "  they 
u  shall  tread  under  foot  the  holy  city;"  &c. — And 
the  commentators,  who  have  generally  admitted  this 
translation,  have  explained  it  to  signify,  that  "  they 
"  shall  trample  upon,  and  tyrannize  over,  the  Church 
"of  Christ."  I  have  translated  the  Greek  (which  is 
vetlY\<nifi)  simply  by  the  word  tread;  because  I  enter- 
tain doubts  whether  either  the  Greek  expression,  or 
the  context,  will  require  or  indeed  admit  of  any  other 
meaning.  The  verb  vdttv  signifies  simply  to  tread ; 
and  to  tread  the  courts  of  the  temple,  is  synonymous,  in 
Scriptural  language,  to  worshipping  therein.  Thus  God, 


•  Vcr.  19. 

+  Gal.  iv.  25,  26.  Rev.  iii.  12.  note  xxi.  2.  10. 
t  Matt,  v,  35.  xxvii.  53. 
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by  the  mouth  of  his  prophet,  rejecting  the  worship 
of  the  polluted  Israelites,  says,  "  who  hath  required 
"  this  at  your  hands,  to  tread  my  courts?"  where  the 
Greek  is,  veileiv  tvjv  avKvp  (jls,  and  has  the  same  signi- 
fication as  in  Psalm  lxv.  4,  to  frequent,  or  dwell  in, 
my  courts*.    To  tread  under  Joot,  to  trample  upon 
indignantly,  is  commonly  expressed  by  xalctTctlex,  x«- 
TctToleoiLut,  of  which  many  instances  may  be  seen  in 
the  concordances.    Or,  if  vxleiv  is  ever  used  in  this 
sense,  to  express  indignant  trampling,  a  preposition 
generally  follows,  (as  tsalnv  i%uvu  o(peuv)  which  brings 
it  to  express  the  same  sense  as  Hularalfu.  Iletletv  is  indeed 
employed  to  express  the  treading  grapes  in  a  wine- 
press;  but  that  action  is  simply  treading  ;  and,  ex- 
cepting in  its  metaphorical  sense,  implies  no  indig- 
nation.    Metaphorically,  it  expresses  indignation; 
because,  in  that  borrowed  sense,  the  treading  seems  to 
be  destruction  attended  with  blood.    It  may  indeed 
be  used  in  that  borrowed  sense  in  this  passage  ;  but  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  not,  for  the  reasons 
assigned  above ;  and  also,  because  the  history  of  the 
times,  hereby  signified,  agrees  better  with  the  notion 
of  the  Gentiles  being  the  occupiers  of  the  .Christian 
Church,  (not  of  its  holy  interior,  but  of  its  .exterior 
courts  and  surrounding  streets,)  than  with  that  of 
their  trampling  under  foot,  and  tyrannizing  over  it, 
during  the  long  period  assigned  to  them.    From  the 
time  when  the  Gentiles  took  possession  of  the  Church, 
and  began  to  tread  its  courts  ;  from  the  time  that 
Constantine,  by  adopting  Christianity,   made  it  the 
Religion  of  the  nations  ;  u  Kings  became  her  nursing 

*  nan7»,  vn$tv%<rQeu  :  Ilesych.  The  vulgate,  and  the  iEthiopic  ver- 
sion, as  given  in  Latin,  have  cakabunt  not  concukabunt :  Walton's 
Polyglot. 

"  fathers,  . 
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« 

"fathers,  and  Queens  her  nursing  mothers  *"  and 
persecution  of  the  Church,  by  the  civil  powers,  has 
only  raged  at  some  certain  periods,  arising  from  the 
ignorance  of  the  kings,  who  worshipped  only  in  the 
outward  courts,  and  were  not  admitted  to  see  the 
truth  and  purity  of  Religion  in  the  inner  Temple  f. 

Ver.  2.  Forty-two*  tnonths.]    The  period  assigned 
for  this  Gentile  worship  in  the  courts  of  the  Temple, 
is  forty-two  months.    It  is  the  very  same  duration  of 
time,  which  we  shall  afterwards  see  described  under 
the  name  of  1260  days.    Forty-two  months,  of  thirty 
days  each,  (such  undoubtedly  was  the  measure  of 
time  in  the  East^;,)  amount  exactly  to  1260  days. 
But  a  day,  in  the  prophetic  language  of  Scripture, 
has  been  shewn  to  signify  a  year 

The  exact  commencement,  and  consequently  the 
end  of  this  period  of  I960  years,  shall  be  afterwards 
discussed  ||.    But  certainly  there  appears  exhibited  in 

•  Isa.  xlix.  23. 

t  The  note  of  the  ancient  commentator  Arethas  upon  this  passage 
deserves  attention  i—UoXi,  iyta»  m»  htxXwar  Uwo,  ii»  Iv/mi  xsxrti^ou 
vm  Ibvr,  o'k  i$o0n  10m  It  oviy  awirft^i^ii,  vm  /uti  Xpnarvv 
Cvo  h  a-Kirm  x*1xtpforrrriK»s  k,  oX$6^s.  And  it  may  be  questioned  . 
whether  'lifwr**^  reVim,  k.  t.  X.  iu  Luke  xxi.  24,  should  not  be 
translated,  "Jerusalem  shall  be  trodden  (not  trodden  tlotaij  by  the 
Gentiles,"  and  whether  that  prophecy  does  not  belong  to  the  sam« 
period  as  this  ? 

X  See  Louth,  on  Hos.  vi.  6*.  Prideaux,  Con.  i.  380,  &c.  Wintlt's 
Prelim.  Dissert,  on  Daniel;  where  Gen.  vii.  24.  viii.  3.  6.  vii.  11; 
1  Kings  vii.  4 ;  I  Cbron.  xxvii.  1  ;  are  quoted,  to  shew  that  the  an- 
cient year  was  composed  of  360  days,  or  of  12  months  of  30  days 
each :  aud  the  learned  writer  refers  to  Sir  John  Marsham,  Bishop  Be- 
veridge,  Strauchius,  &e.,  for  proofs  of  other  nations  beside  the  Jews 
using  the  same  method  of  computation.  This  may  be  seen  also  fully 
proved  in  Play  fair's  Chronology,  p.  11. 

§  Note,  ch.  ii.  10.  ||  See  note,  ch.  xiii.  5.  . 

f  p  history 
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history  a  period  of  this  kind,  in  which  the  pagan  na- 
tions of  Europe,  (or,  in  prophetic  language,  of  the 
isles,  of  the  sea,)  after  being  converted  to  the  pro- 
fession of  the  Christian  name,  filled  the  courts  of  the 
Lord's  house,  and  principally  composed  that  body 
which  we  call  the  Christian  Church.  But  these  na- 
tions did  not  possess,  during  many  centuries,  a  pri- 
mitive faith  and  pure  knowledge.  They  worshipped 
in  the  outer  court,  at  a  distance;  their  views  of  Di- 
vine truth  were  obscure ;  they  were  not  admitted  to 
a  sight  of  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant,  of  the  precious 
testimony  of  the  Gospel  •. 

The  times,  when  the  Gentiles  should  flow  into  the 
Church,  arc  foretold  by  all  the  Prophets  ;  upon  which 
Saint  Paul  will  be  found  to  comment  in  Rom.  xi.  12. 
25.  xv.  7 — 13.  But  the  prophet  Daniel  has  gone  so 
far  as  to  fix  the  duration  of  a  period,  in  which,  "  the 
"  power  of  the  holy  people  (the  Jews)  shall  be  scat- 
M  tered ;"  in  which  therefore  we  may  suppose  the 
Gentiles  are  to  possess  the  Church.  "  It  shall  be 
"  for  a  time,  times,  and  half  f,"  which  is  understood 
to  signify  three  years  and  an  half:*  for,  a  time,  in  the 
prophecy  of  Daniel,  signifies  a  year  J.  But  three 
years  and  an  half,  counted  after  the  eastern  compu- 
tation, amount  to  forty-two  months,  or  1<J60  days, 
which  is  this  very  period  of  the  Gentiles  §. 

Ver.  3.  And  I  will  give  unto  my  two  witnesses."} 
There  is  an  ellipsis  in  this  place,  after  the  word  Jws^ 

*  Mosheim,  i.  359.  430.  f  Dan.  xii.  7. 

I  Dau.iv.  J5.  xi.  13. 

i  It  will  be  seen  plainly  under  note,  ch.  xii.  14,  that  the  period 
of  1200  days  is  exactly  the  same  with  the  time,  times,  and  half;  be- 
cause they  are  indiscriminately  applied  to  the  selfsame  period  of 
history. 

which 
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which  may  perhaps  be  supplied  by  to  Uvivtut  or, 
as  it  stands  in  Acts  ii.  17,  18,  «Vo  nt  Uvevfiaioc  tut: 
•  I  will  give  to  my  two  witnesses  a  poTtion  of  my 
Holy  Spirit.  This  is  the  necessary  supply  to  be 
given,  in  order  to  make  them  prophets.  They  are 
here  called  Witnesses,  Mafivftc.  Such  is  the  title  of 
those  who,  having  been  instructed  in  the  saving 
truths  of  the  Gospel,  are  enabled  to  testify  them  be- 
fore the  world  ;  and,  una  wed  by  the  fear  of  suffer- 
ings, to  seal  the  testimony  with  their  blood.  Such 
a  witness  was  our  Lord  himself* ;  such  were  his  Apos- 
tles t ;  and  such  confessors  of  the  pure  faith  are  pro- 
mised to  the  true  Church  during  the  period  of  1260 
years,  in  which  the  Gentiles  are  to  tread  the  courts  of 
the  Christian  Church  in  ignorance  and  impurity. 
Such  witnesses  are  to  appear  in  small  numbers :  for, 
two  is  the  smallest  number  next  to  unity:  and  this 
number,  to  bear  effectual  testimony,  was  required 
under  the  Law  J.  The  office  of  these  witnesses  is  to 
be  mournful ;  which  is  fully  implied  in  their  funeral 
garb  of  sackcloth  §,  and  the  period  of  their  continu- 
ing to  exercise  this  office,  is  the  same  which  we  have 
before  noted, — 1260  days;  that  is,  1260  years.  But 
the  life  of  one  man  will  not  ordinarily  fill  above  the 
twentieth  part  of  this  space  of  time:  we  are  there- 
fore led  to  expect  a  succession  of  such  prophets  or 
martyrs,  but  few  in  number  at  one  time. 

Ver.  4.  These  are  the  two  olive-trees,  and  the  two 
lamp-bearers;  &c]  The  character  of  these  witnesses 
is  further  expressed  by  their  being  called  "  the  two 

*  Ch.  i.  5;  1  Tim.  vi.  13. 

+  Lake  xxiv.  48.  Acts  i.  8  ;  ii.  32  j  iii.  15  ;  v.  32 ;  x.  $$. 
X  Deut.  xvii.  6  ;  2  Cor.  xih.  1 ;  Matt,  xviii.  lo\ 
$  Note,  ch.  vi.  12. 

P  F  2  "  Oliver- 
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"  olive-trees,  and  the  two  lamp-bearers,  which  stand 
".before  the  Lord  of  the  earth."    We  have  already 
learned,  from  infallible  authority*,  that  the  Au%w*/, 
the  lamp-bearers,  represent  the  Churches  of  Christ. 
But  the  seven  Churches  had  forfeited  the  privilege  in 
this  corrupt  and  idolatrous  period.    And  the  newly 
converted  Gentile  Churches  were  not  permitted  to  bear 
the  holy  Light :   for,  they  are  excluded  from  the 
inner  temple  and  the  altar,  where  the  lamp- bearers 
properly  stood.    The  office  of  bearing  the  Christian 
Light,  before  the  Lord  of  the  earth,  is  therefore 
committed  to  the  two  witnesses.    The  true  light  of  the 
Gospel  is  exhibited  by  them,  and  commands  atten- 
tion, though  seen  through  mists  of  surrounding  igno- 
rance and  superstition.     They  are  called  also  "  the 
"  two  olive-trees."     The  olive  was  a  sacred  plant, 
permitted  to  grow  up,   even  in  the  temple.  This 
figurative  resemblance  had  been  applied  before  to  such 
prophets,  who  are  described  as  two  olive-trees  spon- 
taneously producing  the  golden  (the  pure)  oil ;  and, 
after  this  description,   are   said  to  be    "  the  two 
"  anointed  ones,  that  stand  by  the  Lord  of  the  whole 
"  earth  f."    Pure  Religion  therefore,  which  is  not  to 
be  found  among  the  Gentiles  at  large,  who  frequent 
only  the  outer  courts,  is  to  be  seen  here  with  the 
witnesses :  for,  here  is  the  inner  temple  ;  here  arc 
the  lamp-bearers;  the  sacred  olives,  in  the  presence 
of  God. 

Vcr.  5.     6.]    These  witnesses  are  also  to  be  en- 
dued with  that  power  of  the  prophets,  expressed  ia 

♦  Ch.  i.  12. 

t  Zech.  iv,  1 1  —  l  Tliese  are  usually  understood  to  signify  Zoro- 
babel  and  Joshua,  the  lights  and  ornaments  of  the  ancient  Church 
afcer  the  Ba>vloaish  captivity. 

Uoly 
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Holy  Writ;  "  I  will  make  my  word  in  thy  mouth 
M  fire/'  says  the  Lord  to  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  and 
"  this  people  wood,  and  it  shall  consume  them*" 
They  arc  to  prophesy  in  the  power  and  spirit  of 
Moses  and  Elijah,  at  Avhose  command  the  rain  was 
suspended,  and  the  waters  turned  into  blood  f. 

Ver.  7.  <$'  8.]  But  at  the  time  appointed  for  the 
period  of  their  prophesying,  at  the  end  of  the  forty- 
two  months,  or  1260  days,  the  wild-beast,  who  is  to 
ascend  from  the  great  deep,  and  who  is  more  parti- 
cularly described  afterwards  J,  shall  overcome  and  slay 
them  ;  and  shall  prosecute  his  victory  with  such  bar- 
barous ferocity,  as  not  to  permit  to  their  remains 
the  usual  privilege  of  burial.  Their  dead  bodies,  like 
those  of  the  massacred  Jews  under  Sennacherib  %  are 
to  lie  exposed  in  the  streets  of  the  great  city ;  of 
that  idolatrous,  corrupt  communion,  of  which  So- 
dom, and  iEgypt,  and  Jerusalem  in  its  most  de- 
generate days,  stained  with  the  blood  of  Jesus,  were 
expressive  types. 

Ver.  9-  Sg  101  Aria*  the  persons  who  belong  to 
this  wicked  city,  consisting  of  "  many  people,  tribes, 
"  and  nations,"  that  is,  of  the  Gentile  world,  shall 
behold  the  dead  bodies  three  days  and  an  half,  and  re- 
joice over  them.  But,  at  the  end  of  this  period,  the 
prophets  rise  from  the  dead,  by  the  power  of  the  Spi- 
rit ;  and  are  received  into  heaven,  as  their  prototype 
Elijah,  and  perhaps  Moses,  had  been  before  them  |, 

To 

•  Jer.  v.  1*.  See  also  Isa.  x.  17.  xi.  4  j  Jer,  i.  $*.  10;  Hos.  vi.  5; 

$  Thess.  ii.  3. 

t  Lxod.  vii.  20.  James  v.  17.       J  Ch.  xiii.       §  Tob.  i.  18—24. 
H  The  spurious  gospel,  under  the  name  of  Nicodemus,  represents 
Enoch  and  Elijah  us  destined  to  undergo  literally  what  is  figuratively 

foretold 
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To  proceed  to  the  application  of  this  prophecy: 
we  are  not  to  expect  a  literal  accomplishment.  For 
first,  that  would  be  contrary  to  the  mode  of  inter- 
pretation, to  which  we  are  in  general  directed  by  the 
highest  authority;  by  our  Lord  himself  and  angels, 
who,  in  explaining  the  "  mystery''  of  the  stars,  the 
lamp-bearers  *   the  wild-beast,  his  heads,  his  horns  f, 
teach  us  to  look  for  a  hidden  and  allegorical  meaning. 
Secondly,  such  an  explication  becomes  necessary  in 
this  particular  prophecy:  for,  the  dead  bodies  are 
represented  as  lying  "  in  the  streets  of  the  great 
"  city  which  is  called  spiritually  Sodom,  and  jEgypt, 
u  where  also  their  Lord  was  crucified."    Now  it  is 
plainly,  in  a  spiritual  sense  in  which  we  are  to  un- 
derstand the  words  Sodom,  iEgypt,  and  Jerusalem ; — 
they  are  used  metaphorically.    And  further,  the  great 
city  which  is  called  Sodom,  iEgypt,  and  Jerusalem, 
cannot  be  all  of  them,  and  therefore  must  be  inter- 
preted to  signify  some  great  society,  or  body  of  men, 
which  is  like  them  all ;  resembling  those  famous  com- 
munities in  the  peculiar  wickedness  of  each;  and  in 
rebellion  to  the  most  high  God ;  for  such  la  the  cha- 
racter of  them  all.    As  Jerusalem,  in  its  degenerate 
days,  is  by  the  prophets  called  Sodom  and  Gomor- 
rah %  \  so  the  great  city,  in  which  the  witnesses  pro- 
phesy and  suffer,  is  called  after  the  name  of  all  the 
above  mentioned  communities,   because  resembling 
all.    Thirdly  ;  the  time  of  the  accomplishment  of  this 

foretold  of  the  witnesses  in  this  part  of  the  Apocalypse.  That  rela- 
tion is  plainly  borrowed  from  this  passage.  (See  Evang.  Nicodemi, 
c.  25.)  And  some  of  the  Fathers,  among  whom  is  Tertullian,  seem 
to  have  taken  up  this  notion.  (Tcriullian.  de  Anima,  sect.  50.) 

•  Ch.  i.  2.  -f  Ch.  xvfi.  \  Isa.  i.  9-  10. 

prophecy 
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prophecy  seems  well  ascertained :  for,  although  doubts 
may  arise  concerning  the  exact  commencement,  and 
consequently  the  close  of  its  period  ;  yet  the  main 
part  of  it  is  plainly  seen  to  occupy  many  centuries  of 
the  most  degenerate  and  idolatrous  periods  of  the 
Christian  Church;  at  a  time  when  the  Gentile  world, 
the  European  nations,  professed  the  Christian  Reli- 
gion, but  not  in  purity;  a  time  cotemporary  with 
the  reign  of  the  wild-beast*;  a  period  of  1260  years ; 
a  considerable  part  of  which,  at  least,  is  now  past. 
Yet,  during  this  period,  we  cannot  remark  in  hiatory, 
that  any  such  literal  accomplishment  has  taken 
place.  Nor,  (fourthly,)  can  we  expect  such  literal  ac- 
complishment:  because  in  other  instances,  the  ac- 
knowledged types  under  the  Old  Testament  have  not 
been  thus  literally  fulfilled  in  the  Gospel.  John  the 
Baptist  is  said  to  come  "  in  the  spirit  and  power  of 
"  Elias  t nay,  to  be  that  very  prophet^;  yet,  con- 
formably to  the  spirit  of  meekness  which  belongs  to 
the  Gospel,  he  performed  no  avenging  miracles ;  he 
called  down  no  fire  from  heaven  to  consume  his  ene- 
mies. He  knew  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  better  than 
those  disciples  who  intreated  their  Master  for  this  fire§, 
"  what  manner  of  Spirit  he  was  of."  He  knew,  that 
ft  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but 
M  mighty,  through  God,  to  the  pulling  down  strong 
"  holds  |).** 

Thus,  in  a  spiritual  sense,  the  prophecy  may  be 
accomplished  in  the  witnesses,  without  (1.)  literal 
fire;  without  (v»f)  the  hindrance  of  literal  rain;  or 

(3.)  the  conversion  of  the  waters  literally  into  blood. 

» 

•  Ch.  xiii.  f  Luke  i.  17.  %  Matt.  xi.  4.  Mark  ix.  13. 
§  Luke  ix.  54—57.  II  1  Cor.  x.  4. 

The 
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The  first  may  be  deemed  essentially  fulfilled,  if  their 
enemies,  the  enemies  of  pure  Religion,  are  in  many 
instances  dismayed,  confounded,  frustrated,  and  sub- 
dued by  the  heavenly  words  of  their  mouth.  The 
second,  if  the  rain  from  heaven,  which,  spiritually 
interpreted,  is  the  blessing  from  heaven  upon  the 
growth  of  true  Religion #,  is  evidently  suspended 
during  their  prophecy.  The  third,  if  in  the  contest, 
their  enemies,  instead  of  the  peaceful  enjoy meut, 
expected  to  accrue  from  the  overthrow  of  the  wit- 
nesses, be  found  to  have  that  peace  troubled  and  dis- 
comfited, and  blood  and  slaughter  to  be  poured  on 
their  own  heads.  Add  to  this,  that  the  death  of  the 
witnesses  is  also  to  be  taken  in  a  spiritual  sense.  Such 
interpretation  agrees  best  with  the  succession  of  wit- 
nesses, which,  as  before  observed,  must  necessarily 
take  place  in  so  long  a  duration  of  time.  They  do 
not  all  die,  and  again  arise  from  the  dead ;  but  if 
their  religion'  and  the  power  thereof  be  first  extin- 
guished, and  then  raised  again,  the  prophecy  seems  to 
be  accomplished  f. 

We  are  then  to  look  beyond  the  literal  sense  ; 
and  fixing  our  attention  on  the  peiiod  of  history,  to 

•  Psalms  Lxviii.  9;  Ixxii.  6.  Isa.  Iv.  10.  IIos.  vi.  3. 

f  The  prophets  Moses  and  Elijah  typify,  in  their  history,  that  of 
the  two  witnesses.  These  two  prophets  fled  to  the  wilderness  before 
the  face  of  idolatrous  kings.  In  a  time  of  geueral  depravity,  they 
preserver!,  and  at  length  miraculously  restored,  the  light  and  preva- 
lence of  true  Religion.  They  seem,  both  of  them  in  their  own  per- 
sons, to  have  been  exempt  from  death,  or  to  have  been  raised  im- 
mediately beyoud  its  dominion.  They  both  appeared  at  the  trans- 
figuration,— types  of  a  glorious  resurrection.  Whatever  is  attributed 
to  the  witnesses,  may  be  found  prefigured  in  oue,  or  other,  or  both, 
of  these  eminent  prophets.  But  that  which  the  prophets  did  literally^ 
the  witnesses  perform  only  in  a  borrowed  and  spiritual  sense. 

which 
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which  we  seem  directed,  we  cannot  but  remark  a 
long  succession  of  ages,  commencing  with  the  times 
when  the  western  Gentiles  flowed  into  the  Church, 
and  possessed  the  outer  courts  of  the  temple;  when 
on  their  ignorance  and  superstition  a  corrupt  and 
ambitious  clergy  began  to  raise  the  papal  hierarchy, 
substituting  pagan  ceremonies  and  unauthorised  ob- 
servances in  the  room  of  primitive  Religion.  These, 
in  history  are  called  the  middle  ages ;  intervening  be- 
tween the  bright  period  of  Grecian  and  Roman  lite- 
rature, and  the  restoration  of  learning  in  the  four- 
teenth century;  between  the  days  of  primitive  Chris- 
tian knowledge,  and  the  return  of  it  at  the  Reforma- 
tion.  They  are  marked  in  ecclesiastical  history  by 
increasing  ignorance,  superstition,  corruption,  and 
by  papal  usurpation.  But  the  progress  of  these  foes 
to  true  Religion,  and  to  the  happiness  of  mankind, 
was  opposed  and  retarded  by  the  professors  of  a 
purer  faith.  "  God  did  not  leave  himself  without 
a  witness."  There  arose  in  various  parts  of  the 
great  Christian  republic,  and  at  various  periods,  pro- 
fessors, and  preachers  of  a  purer  religion ;  of  a  re- 
ligion formed  upon  the  precepts  and  promises  revealed 
in  that  Sacred  Book,  which  it  was  the  constant  en- 
deavour of  the  e»  clesiasticai  usurpers  to  keep  out  of 
sight.  A  successive  train  of  these,  though  thinly 
scattered,  was  seen  steadfastly  to  profess  pure  Re* 
ligion,  and,  in  defiance  of  the  papal  thunder,  to  hold 
up  to  admiring  Christians  the  -light  of  the  Gospel, 
and  the  true  worship  of  the  Temple.  Although  be- 
set with  difficulties  and  dangers,  from  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  powers,  now  united  to  suppress  them, 
they  stood  their  ground  with  a  confidence  and  energy, 
which  could  arise  only  from  such  a  cause  ;  the  cause 

of 
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of  truth,  cherished  and  supported  by  the  Spirit  and 
power  of  God.    If  they  suffered,  their  enemies  suffer- 


± 

and  enjoyed  at  last  a  dear-bought  and  only  tempo- 
rary victory. 

Of  the  witnesses,  in  the  early  part  of  this  his- 
tory, we  have  received  but  imperfect  accounts:  and 
these  come  down  to  us  in  a  very  suspicious  form, 
being  transmitted  chiefly  in  the  writings  of  their 
enemies.  What  therefore  is  said  in  their  praise,  we 
may  admit;  of  other  parts  we  may  doubt.  It  ap- 
pears probable,  that  the  Valdenses,  so  early  as  in  the 
seventh  century,  had  retreated  to  the  valleys  of 
Piedmont ;  there  to  profess  and  exercise  a  purer  re- 
ligion than  was  permitted  to  them  elsewhere*.  In 
the  eighth  and  ninth  and  tenth  centuries,  the  pro- 
gress of  popery  was  vigorously  opposed  ;  and  private 
masses  and  pilgrimages,  and  the  adoration  of  images 
and  pictures,  and  other  superstitions,  and  the  doc- 
trine of  transubstantiation  (now  first  broached),  were 
clearly  shewn,  by  many  learned  writers,  to  be  con- 
trary to  true  Christianity  f.  From  the  time  of  Pope 
Gregory  VII.,  in  the  eleventh  century,  we  see  this 
light  of  Truth  more  frequently  beaming  forth,  and 
with  increasing  lustre.  In  the  twelfth  century,  it  was 
widely  spread  by  the  zeal  of  Peter  Waldus  and  of  his 
followers.  In  the  thirteenth  century,  the  Inquisi- 
tion was  established  to  extinguish  it  $  aud  crusades 

•  See  Mosheim's  Hist.  cent.  vii.  part  2.  ch.  ii,  sect.  2  ;  also  cent, 
xh.  part  2.  ch.  v.  sect.  ii.  note  ;  and  the  authorities  there  produced. 

-f  Usserius  de  Christiana?  Ecclesiie  successione  et  statu.  Allix's 
Remarks  on  the  Ancient  Churches  of  the  Albigenses,  and  of  Piedmont. 
Bp.  Newton's  Dissertations  on  Prophecy,  vol.  iii.  pp.  130—160,  of 
the  octavo  edition. 

X  Mosheim,  cent.  xiii.  part  ii.  ch.  v. 

were 
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were  levied  against  those  who  received  it.  In  the 
fourteenth  century,  our  Wicklifte  caught  the  light, 
and  delivered  it  to  many  followers.  John  Huss  and 
Jerome  of  Prague  died  martyrs-  to  the  cause  in  the 
succeeding  century ;  and  it  shone  forth  among  their 
disciples,  in  many  parts  of  Europe,  till  the  Inquisi- 
tion, with  fire  and  fagot,  and  by  obstinate  perseve- 
rance, seemed  at  length  to  have  obtained  the  object 
of  so  much  bloody  persecution  ;  to  have  extinguished 
the  light  of  pure  Religion :  so  that  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  century,  the  Roman  pontiff  appear- 
ed to  enjoy  his, usurpation  in  tranquil  security  *.  The 
witnesses  were  heard  no  more  ;  pure  Religion  appeared 
dead  with  them  ;  their  enemies  enjoyed  a  temporary 
triumph.  But  suddenly,  to  the  astonishment  and  con- 
fusion of  the  papal  world,  they  behold  this  heresy 
(as  they  termed  it)  revive,  "  a  spirit  of  life  from 
"  God  enters  into  it, — it  stands  upon  its  feet;" — 
it  becomes  immortal,  and  leads  the  way  to  heaven. 
Thus  the  revival  of  pure  Religion  in  spirit  and  in 
power,  placed  by  the  Reformation  beyond  the  reach 
of  its  enemies,  seems  expressed  by  the  resurrection 
of  the  witnesses.  Thus,  in  more  early  times,  Our 
ford's  Religion  had  appeared  extinct  and  buried 
with  him ;  but  after  three  clays,  with  him  it  rose 
again  ;  was  rekindled  in  the  faint  and  sunken  hearts 
of  his  disciples;  by  whose  preaching  it  was  spread 
rapidly  through  the  nations,  disclosing  universally, 
aud  in  its  purity,  a  knowledge  of  the  true  God  and 
of  a  heavenly  Redeemer. 

The  1260  years  preceding  the  Reformation,  were 
strongly  marked  by  a  gradual  corruption,  and  by  the 
darkened   face  of  Christianity :   but  the  light  of 

*  Mosheim's  Hist.  cent.  xvi.  cb.  1.  sect.  1 ;  ch.  ii.  sect.  1. 

genuine 
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genuine  Religion  was  seen  frequently  to  beam  through 
the  prevailing  mists  of  superstition ;  to  beam  at  in- 
tervals, and  for  a  short  time ;  and,  many  periods  are 
pointed  out  by  commentators,  when  this  true  light, 
overclouded,  broke  forth  again  at  the  end  of  three 
years  and  an  half  These  seem  to  be  so  many  partial 
and  particular  resurrections  of  pure  Religion,  again 
to  be  buried  and  lost  for  a  time.  Such  a  dark  period 
preceded  the  reformation  preached  by  Luther.  44  The 
"rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world  f,"  bad  then 
apparently  extinguished  the  light  of  Evangelical  Re- 
ligion ;  but  while  they  were  enjoying  their  triumph, 
the  holy  light  rekindles  ;  it  rises,  as  it  were,  from 
the  dead;  by  Luther,  Melancthon,  Calvin,  Zuin- 
glius,  and  their  followers,  the  Gospel  of  Christ  is 
produced  to  the  world  ;  is  perpetuated,  by  the  art  of 
printing  ;  becomes  the  rule  of  worship  and  of  duty, 
and  points  the  true  way  to  Heaven. 

Ver.  13.]  But  this  important  change  could  not 
take  place  without  great  commotions.  In  propheti- 
cal language,  "  there  was  a  great  earthquake  J."  The 
ecclesiastical  edifice  of  papal  Rome  was  shaken  to  its 
centre;  among  the  reformers,  some  injudicious  and 
guilty  excesses,  some  folly  and  fanaticism,  were  seen 
to  disgrace  so  good  a  cause  §.  The  appeal  of  the  di- 
vided Christian  world  was  to  the  sword  ;  and  war 
was  accompanied  and  followed  by  religious  persecu^ 

♦  Answering  prophetically  to  the  three  clay*  and  half  foretold. 
Sec  them  collected  by  Bp.  Newton,  Dissert,  on  the  Propb.  vol.  iii, 
140— 140*.  8vo  edit. 

f  Epli.  vi.  12.  ♦  Note,  ch.  vi.  12. 

$  History  has  recorded  stfch,  in  the  war  of  the  peasants  in  Ger- 
many ;  in  the  excesses  of  the  Anabaptists  at  Monster;  in  the  History 
-©f  the  Reformation  in  Scotland. 

tion. 
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tion.  In  the  earthquake,  says  the  prophecy,  "  the 
"  tenth  part  of  the  city  fell."  This  can  he  no  other 
than  a  tenth  of  "  the  great  city0  before  mentioned, 
(ver.  8.)  corrupt,  after  the  abominations  of  Sodom,  of 
iEgypt,  of  Jerusalem  in  her  most  degenerate  days;  con- 
taining, at  the  same  time,  "  the  Gentiles/  (ver.  2,)  ; 
containing  "many  people,  and  tribes,  and  languages, 
and  nations,"  (ver.  9.)  who  tread  the  Lord's  courts,  pro- 
fess his  religion,  but  are  not  admitted  to  the  interior 
of  his  temple,  (ver.  2).  This  description  comprises 
the  whole  visible  community  of  the  Christian  Church, 
afterwards  divided  into  many  cities  #.  In  this  "  great 
"  city,"  the  edifices  are  shaken,  and  a  tenth  of  them 
is  seen  to  fall.  Most  of  these  buildings  were  "  the 
"  work  of  men's  hands  ;w  the  foundation  indeed  was 
Christ  and  his  doctrines.  But  on  this  foundation -f- 
strange  edifices  had  been  erected,  by  the  ignorance 
and  pride  of  superstition :  many  such  are  shaken  by 
the  reformation,  and  fall.  Yet  all  such  building* 
are  not  thrown  down  in  this  earthquake.  "  Baby- 
"  Ion  the  great,"  a  conspicuous  part,  at  least,  of  this 
great  city,  will  be  shaken  again,  and  fall  utterly. 
(Ch.  xvi.  19.  xviii.  22.  J) 

In  this  "  earthquake  there  were  slain  names  of  men 
*'  6eveu  thousand."  Seven,  in  prophetical  language, 
is  an  indefinite  number  ;  otherwise  so  many  thousand 
would  seem  to  bear  but  a  small  proportion  to  the  iin- 

* 

•  Ch.  xvi.  19. 

wt  Described  by  Saint  Paul,  J  Cor.  iii.  10— IS;  Rom.  xt.  20; 
Epb.  ii.  '20. 

X  The  great  city  is  certainly  more  than  Babylon,  and  seems  to  com- 
prehend her  ;  lor  in  ch.  xvi.  19,  the  great  city  is  divided  by  the  earth- 
quake <<  into  three  parts,  and  the  cities  of  the  nations  fail,  and  Ba~ 
**  bylon  the  great  is  remembered  before  God/' 

mense 
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niense  population  of  so  great  a  city.  Hie  Reforma- 
tion, of  the  sixteenth  century,  though  infinitely  be- 
neficial to  the  interests  of  true  Religion  and  Huma- 
nity, was  not  attended  with  the  same  saving  effects 
to  all  professed  Christians.  Liberty,  in  some  pro- 
duced licentiousness ;  in  some,  fanaticism ;  in  some, 
perhaps,  infidelity.  But  to  the  much  greater  part  of  the 
Christian  world  it  proved  highly  salutary.  14  They  be- 
"  came  afraid,  and  gave  glory  to  the  God  of  heaven." 
Many  nations  withdrew  themselves  entirely  from  the 
corrupt,  idolatrous  worship  of  the  church  of  Rome ;  and 
modelled  their  religion  after  the  word  of  God  and  the 
practice  of  the  primitive  ages.  And  even  they  who 
adhered  to  the  papal  communion,  incited  by  the 
example  of  the  Protestants,  began  to  cultivate,  if  not 
in  their  formularies,  yet  in  their  lives  and  practice, 
a  less  impure  and  corrupt  religion.  Some  nations, 
acknowledging  the  papal  name,  have  been  enabled  to 
shake  off  a  considerable  part  of  the  papal  yoke;  to 
renounce  the  authority  of  the  Court  of  Rome  in  their 
civil  concerns;  and  a  prospect  is  thus  opened  of 
their  entire  delivery  from  this  audacious  usurpa- 
tion #. 

Such  is  the  interpretation,  which  had  presented 
itself  to  me,  respecting  the  prophecy  of  the  Wit- 
nesses; and  it  has  received  considerable  accession 
from  the  commentators  whom  I  had  afterwards  op- 
portunity to  consult ;  whose  notions  in  general  accord 
with  those  now  delivered.  Yet,  upon  a  calm  review, 
I  must  confess  myself  not  very  confident  of  com- 
plete success.  All  the  symbols  of  the  prophecy,  espe- 
cially in  the  latter  part,  will  not  be  found  to  be  ful- 
filled so  completely  in  the  history  which  we  exhibit, 

♦  Moiheim,  cent.  svi.  part  i.  sect.  5. 

as 
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as  should  reasonably  be  expected.  And  therefore  I 
am  inclined  to  agree  with  Bishop  Newton,  that  the 
final  conflict  of  the  beast  with  the  witnesses,  their 
death  and  resurrection,  may  be  yet  to  come.  The 
1260  years,  beginning  from  the  Saracene  invasion, 
are  not  yet  elapsed  ;  and  in  a  prophecy,  of  which  parts 
only  are  yet  fulfilled,  there  must  remain  difficulties. 

Ver.  14.  The  second  woe  is  past ;  &c]  The  second 
woe  "appears,  from  this  passage  and  its  context,  to  be 
under  the  sixth  Trumpet ;  and  to  be  included  in  the 
period  of  126*0  years,  which  contains  the  greater  part  of 
the  Mahometan  and  Papal  times.  But  where  is  the  third 
woe?  Certainly  not  under  that  Trumpet;  for  it  is 
here  stated  to  "  come,  when  the  second  woe  is  ended." 
But  this  woe  ends  with  the  completion  of  the  sixth 
Trumpet :  for,  immediately  after  this  declaration, 
that  the  third  zvoe  is  coming,  the  seventh  Trumpet 
sounds.  The  times,  in  which  we  now  live,  seem  to 
be  those  of  the  latter  end  of  the  sixth  Trumpet.  I 
fear  therefore  that  we  must  be  led  to  conclude  that 
the  third  woe  or  last  dreadful  conflict,  in  which  the 
Christian  cause  shall  suffer,  is  yet  to  come.  More 
will  be  said  on  this  subject,  when  the  prophecy, 
which  seems  to  foretel  it,  shall  be  explained  #. 

t  Sre  note,  wL.  x*i.  13.  toward*  the  tud. 
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T  II  E 


APOCALYPSE,  &c. 


PART  IV. 


SECTION  I. 


The  Sounding  of  the  seventh  Trumpet. 
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CHAt.  xi.  ver.  15—to  the  end. 


I 


15 And  the  seventh  angel 
founded  ;  and  there 
were  loud  voices  in 
heaven,  saving,  "  The 
"  kingdom  of  the  world 
"  is  become  our  Lord's, 
"  and  his  Anointed 's  ; 
"  and  he  shall  reign  for 

16"  ever  and  ever."  And 
the  twenty-four  elders, 
who  were  sitting  be- 
fore God  upon  their 
thrones,  fell  upon  their 
(aces,  and  worshipped 

!7God,saying;  "We give 
"  thanks  to  thee,  O 
••Lord,  the  Almighty 
*  God,  which  art  and 
M  hast  been ;  because 
"  thoa  hast  taken  unto 
"  thee  thy  great  power, 
M  and   hast  reigned. 

18"  And  the  nations 
"  were  wrathful,  and 


15And  the  seventh  angel 
sounded,  and  there 
were  great  voices  in 
heaven,  saying,  The 
kingdoms  of  this  world 
are  become  the  king- 
doms of  our  Lord,  aud 
of  his  Christ,  and  he 
shall   reign  for  ever 

l  (Kind  ever.  And  the 
four-and-twenty  elder? 
which  sat  before  God 
on  their  seats,  fell  up- 
on their  faces,  and 

17 worshipped  God,  Say- 
ing, We  give  thee 
thanks,  O  Lord  God 
Almighty,  which  art, 
and  wait,  and  art  -to 
come  ;  because  thou 
hasi  taken  to  thee  thy 
great  power,  and  hast 

1  8  reigned.  And  the  na- 
tions, were  angry,  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


Ch.  xi.  15 — 19.]  APOCALYPSB 


305 


18  Hmw.    K«<  t* 
•d»*  *fy/<r0»<ra»,  j£ 


Toff  * 


«Tj>ofSir*«  TWf 
ay/on-  KJt4  TWf  £o- 
CupJlOiS  TO  0>3^wr 
ToTf  (iwfotf  Kf 
TOiif  fJuyxXns,  l£ 
iia^fl* if au  TWf 
pQn'gvylxt  Tm  ynt, 

t5    0i5   It  t* 


"thy 
"  and  the 


xiCa/roi  rij* 

"*  s     »  1 

tSUI  OtVTH'  Kf  *y*- 

vovlo    argxvat  x} 


it  come, 
of  the 
"  dead,  for  judgment 
41  to  take  place,  and 
**  to  give  the  reward 
"  to  thy  servants  the 
*'  Prophets,  and  to  the 
"  Saints,  and  to  those 
"  who  fear  thy  name, 
"  to  the  small  and  to 
"  the  great ;  and  to 
**  destroy  those  that 
u  destroy  the  earth." 
19  And  the  Temple  of 
God  was  opened  in 
heaven,  and  the  Ark 
of  his  Covenant  was 
seen  in  his  Temple. 
And  there  were  light- 
nings, and  voices,  and 
thunderings,and  earth- 
quake, and  great  hail. 


thy  wrath  is  come,  and 
the  time  of  the  dead, 
that  they  should  be 
judged,  and  that  thou 
shouldest  give  reward 
unto  thy  servants  the 
prophets,  and  to.  the 
saints,  and  them  that 
fear  thy  name,  smalt 
and  great,  and  should* 
est  destroy  them  which 
1 9  destroy  the  earth.  And 
the  Temple  of  God  was 
opened  in  heaven,  and 
there  was  seen  in  his 
temple  the  ark  of  his 
testament:  and  there 
were  lightnings,  and 
voices,  and  thunder* 
ings,  and  an  earth- 
quake, and  great  hail. 


Ver.  15.  And  the  seventh  angel  sounded,  and  there, 
were  loud  voices  in  heaven,  saying;  &c]  The  sound 
of  the  seventh  Trumpet  was  become  an  object  of  ex- 
pectation. It  was  the  last  Trumpet,  the  sabbatical 
one,  which,  after  a  long  period  of  warfare,  should 
bring  rest  and  peace  to  the  Church.  The  angel  had 
solemnly  declared,  that  "  in  the  days  of  the  voice  of 
"  the  seventh  angel,  the  mystery  of  God  should  be 
"  finished  Immediately  therefore  as  the  sound  of 
this  Trumpet  is  heard,  heavenly*  voices  hail  the  happy 
time,  and  announce  the  triumphant  reign  of  God  and 

♦  Cb.  x.  7. 
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of  his  Anointed.  The  twenty-four  elders  join  the 
heavenly  chorus,  anticipating  the  joyful  event,  even 
before  it  is  disclosed  in  prophetical  vision.  Thus  the 
scene  is  suddenly  removed  from  earth  to  heaven; 
where  the  same  apparatus,  and  the  same  heavenly 
ministers  appear,  surrounding  the  throne  of  God,  as 
in  the  fourth  chapter. 

Ver.  18.  The  nations  were  wrathful.]  This  agrees 
'with  the  opening  of  that  august  prophecy  of  our 
Xord's  kingdom,  in  the  second  Psalm:  "  Why  do 
"  the  nations  so  furiously  rage  T  Sec.  The  same 
subject  is  also  magnificently  displayed  in  the  110th 
Psalm. 

Ih.  The  season  of  the  dead,  for  judgment  to  take 
place.]  The  received  translation  expresses  that  the 
dead  arc  to  be  judged  at  this  time.  But  this  does 
not  appear  the  whole  import  of  the  original :  for,  be- 
fore  the  great  day  of  retribution,  when  the  literally 
dead  shall  be  raised  from  their  graves,  and  appear  be- 
fore the  judgment-scat,  (as  in  ch.  xxii.  12.)  another 
kind  of  judgment  is  to  be  expected  ;  that  by  which 
the  inequalities  in  the  distribution  of  justice  are, 
under  the  earthly  reign  of  Christ,  to  be  rectified. 
.Kpijtv  rots  tfosn  £xafy£heit  "He  shall  utter  judgment 
"  to  the  nations,"..  Avas  the  prophetic  designation  of 
our  Lord*.  ■ All  judgment  was  committed  to  him"* 
i»y  the  Father  f;  and  his  right  to  exercise  it,  took 
|)lace  from  hjs  crucitixiou  j; :  but  this  judgment  was 
suspended  for  a  time,  ?H  n^iaig  etuis  vjp6>j  §,  and  was  not 
to  be  exercised  in  plenitude  of  power,  till  the  times 
of  the  Gentiles  should  be  fulfilled  || ;  and-  this  judg- 
ment, though  not  perfected  in  all  its  parts  before 

•  Matt.  *n.  18.  f  Jolm  v.  22.  J  John  xii.  31. 

4  Acts  viii.  03.  f|  Luke  xxi.  24. 

the 
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the  great  and  last  day,  (which  is  also  comprehended 
under  this  Trumpet,)  yet,  is  first  to  be  displayed,  in 
the  destruction  of  the  corrupt  worldly  powers,  and 
the  restoration  of  a  purer  religion  and  morality.  This 
display  of  Christ's  judgment  on  earth  we  shall  yet 
behold  under  this  Trumpet;  and  the  jubilant  songs 
of  the  heavenly  choir  evidently  refer  to  it.  "  The 
"  time  of  the  dead,"  may  likewise  signify  (in  that 
metaphorical  sense  in  which  the  word  death,  &c.  is 
frequently  used)  the  time  when  pure  Religion,  dead 
and  buried,  as  it  had  been  with  the  witnesses,  shall 
revive  and  flourish.  But  no  final  opinion  can  be 
passed  on  an  unfulfilled  prophecy,  before  the  event  shall 
direct  the  interpretation. 

Ver.  19.  The  ark  of  his  covenant  teas  seen  in  his 
Temple.]  "  The  Ark  of  the  Covenant51  (the  sacred 
coffer,  so  called,  because  it  contained  the  tables  of 
the  Covenant,  into  which  God  had  deigned  to  enter 
with  the  ancient  Church)  was  deposited  in  the  "  ta- 
"  bernacle,  called  the  holiest  of  all  This  interior 
part  of  the  temple,  accessible  under  the  law  to  none 
but  the  high-priest,  is  now  opened  ;  and  the  ark  is 
exhibited  to  view.  Jesus  Christ,  the  only  High- 
priest,  and  Mediator  of  the  New  Covenant,  who  had 
here  deposited  his  New  Covenant  of  Mercy,  even 
"  the  everlasting  Gospel;"  who  had  broken  down  the 
partition  excluding  the  Gentiles  from  its  benefits  ;  who 
alone  could  enter  the  Holy  of  Holies ;  grants  it  to  be 
exhibited.  As  the  walls  of  the  idolatrous  Jericho  fell 
before  the  ark  of  the  Old  Covenant,  so  will  the  cor- 
rupt Babylon  before  this.  But  that  which  seems  more 
immediately  to  be  signified  under  this  exhibition,  is  the 
restoration  of  the  Gospel;  of  the  Christian  Religion, 

•  Heb.  ix.  1—5. 

g  c.  <l  in 
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in  its  purity.  The  Gentiles,  from  the  entrance  of 
the  greater  part  of  them  into  the  Church,  had  not  yet 
enjoyed  the  opportunity  of  knowing  and  practising  a 
pure  Religion.  They  had  trodden  the  courts,  but  had 
never  been  admitted  into  the  interior,  of  the  Tem- 
ple *.  From  the  period  of  the  Reformation,  a  view  of 
the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  was  afforded  to  them. 

Ib.  And  then  xccre  lightnings  and  vokes;  &C.J 
Such  apparatus  accompanied  the  promulgation  of  the 
old  Covenant  from  Mount  Sinai t;  and  the  same  at- 
tends the  re-production  of  the  New  Covenant.  The 
scene  h  now  m  heaven  J;  and  the  voices*  &c.  seem 
to  proceed  thence.  But  their  effect  must  be  intend- 
ed for  the  earth  ;  and  the  hail  would  probably  fall 
there.  So  that  aitnoc  (omitted  in  some  copies)  may 
be  translated  earthquake.  And  the  M'hole  seems  to 
express  commotions*  which  must  be  dreadfully  felt 
when  the  wrath  of  God,  disclosed  by  this  Trumpet, 
(ver.  18.)  shall  break  forth  upon  the  usurpers  of  his 
power.  This  is  only  a  preparatory  scene,  and  there- 
fore affords  only  a  general  view  of  the  wrath  of  God, 
which  is  seen  especially  poured  out  in  the  vision  of  the 
Vials,  contained  also  under  this  Trumpet. 

•  Ch.  xi.  i  r.Nud.  xix.  16,  &c. 

♦  See  note,,  ver. 
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SECTION  II. 


The  Woman  and  the  Dragon. 


1  K«m  ntyuw  i*iy* 
it  T»J  if***' 


^  to  t*  **?>«xJif 

iSxa-xyi^/xiy*  Tt- 

3  Kai  **p0»ja.XXo 

f  *t*  JiW  *J  ivi 

t5  timUftrnk  iirla. 

4  K,:  i  If*  aire 
rvfi*  to  rpi-nv  run 
ifip*r  t5  «f»yS, 
xj  tCaXtr  avrut 
us  -ntt  ym'  xj  o 
ipdxvt  faxt*  irJIf 

rni  fjuX?.*<nis  Tt- 

xw,  r»»  ot«»  t/k»», 

To    Wx»ot  ay-ris* 

5  x«i«$«yji.  K«# 


CHAPTEtt  XU. 

1  And  a  great  sign  was 
seen  in  heaven  ;  a  wo- 
man clothed  around 
with  the  sun,  and  the 
moon  under  her  feet, 
and  upon  her  head  a 
crown  of  twelve  stars. 

2  And,  being  with  child, 
she  cries  out,  suffering 
the  Jiangs  of  child- 
birth, and  painfully  la- 
bouring to  bring  forth. 

3  And  there  was  seen 
another  sign  in  hea- 
ven ;  and,  behold,  a 
great  fire  -  coloured 
dragon,  having  seven 
beads  and  ten  horns, 
and  upon   his  heads 

4  seven  diadems.  And 
his  tail  drawcth  along 
the  third  part  of  the 
stars  of  heaven;  and 
he  cast  them  to  the 
earth.  And  the  dra- 
gon stood  before  the 
woman,  who  was  about 
to  bring  forth,  that 
when  she  should  bring 
forth,  he  might  devour 

5  her  child.     And  she 


1  And  there  appeared  a 
great  wonder  in  hea- 
ven, a  woman  clothed 
with  the  sun,  and  the 
moon  under  her  feet, 
and  upon  her  head  a 
crown  of  twelve  stars  : 

2  And  she  being  with 
child,  cried,  travail- 
ing in  birth,  and  pain- 
ed   to  be  delivered. 

3  And  there  appeared 
another  wonder  in  hea- 
ven, and  behold,  a 
great  red  dragon,  hav- 
ing seven  heads,  and 
ten  horns,  and  seven 
crowns  upon  his  heads. 

4  And  his  tail  drew  the 
third  part  of  the  stars 
of  heaven,  and  did 
cast  them  to  the  earth  : 
and  the  dragon  stood 
before  the  woman 
which  was  ready  to  be 
delivered,  for  to  devour 
her  child  as  soon  as  it 

5  was  born.  And  she 
brought  forth  a  man- 
child,  who  was  to  rule 
alt  nations  with  a  u>4 
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if  fjuXXti  vnt/Mxl- 
Mff  taaiilx  tx  {9m 

xju    iSf>r<xa&»  to 

T*XW»  M/TIM  tJf« 
T0»©«0»       TOfOJ  T0» 

t*»     i'pj/x**,  owa 

|V!/       IKI<"  T0»0» 

fjagas  %t>Jxs  S*axe- 

iyittlo  vsittij.'S'  J» 
T«  upxtM*  0  Mi- 
j^at^X  j£  oi  *!yzXoi 
»  Jtm  tS  iro}^ixn<rat 

pJIm  TH  0{«XO»T©'' 

x}  o  ^xm  imXi- 
^u<n  x)  Of  iTyiAoi 

^UiTJUr,   «TI  TOW©- 

tvfi8n  ctvrZ*  «T<  b 
9  Tv  ufxtZ.  Kai 
tChrfal  o  fyaxw?  o 
(jLtyats,    o    o£<$  o 

p«r3»  S<a»oX3-  xj 
o  o-xlataSf  o 

TT1»  0<XK/U.ttf!l> 
i-/r»,  iVl.o,  £|S  T*SV 

10  JCXnfca**.,  Kxl 
riKU&x  £*>w  (itya- 
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brought  forth  a  male- 
child,  who  is  about  to 
rule  as  a  shepherd  all 
the  nations  with  an 
iron  rod.  And  her 
child  was  caught  up  to 
God  and  to  his  throne. 

6  And  the  woman  fled 
into  the  wilderness, 
where  she  has  there  a 
place  prepared  of  God, 
that  they  should  there 
nourish  her  a  thousand 
two  hundred  and  sixty 

7  days.  And  there  was 
war  in  heaven;  Mi- 
chael and  his  angels 
for  to  fight  with  the 
dragon:  and  the  dra- 
gon   fought  and  his 

8  angels,  And  prevailed 
not ;  neither  was  their 
place  found  any  more 

9  in  heaven.  And  the 
great  dragon  was  cast 
down,  that  ancient  ser- 
pent, who  is  called  the 
Devil,  and  Satan,  who 
deceiveth  the  whole 
world  ;  he  was  cast 
down  to  the  earth  ;  aud 
his  angels  were  cast 

10  down  with  him.  And 
I  heard  a  loud  voice 
in  heaven,  saying ; 
"  Now  is  come  the 
M  Salvation,  and  the 
"  Power  and  the  King- 
"  domof  our  God,  and 
«  the  Rule  of  his  A- 


of  iron  :  and  her  child 
was  caught  up  unto 
God,  and  rohis  throne. 
S  And  the  woman  fled 
into  the  wilderness, 
where  she  hath  a  place 
prepared  of  God,  that 
they  should  feed  her 
there  a  thousand  two 
hundred  and  three- 

7  score  days.  And  there 
was  war  in  heaven ; 
Michael  and  his  angels 
fought  against  the  dra- 
gon, and  the  dragon 
fought  and  his  angels  : 

8  And  prevailed  not,  nei- 
ther was  their  place 
found   any  more  in 

9  heaven.  And  the  great 
dragon  was  cast  out, 
that  old  serpent,  call- 
ed the  Devil  and  Sa- 

'tan,  which  deceiveth 
the  whole  world;  he 
was  cast  out  into  the 
earth,  and  his  angels 
were  cast  out  with 

10  him.  And  I  heard  a 
loud  voice  saying  in 
heaven,  Now  is  come 
salvation  and  strength, 
and  the  kingdom  of 
our  God,  aud  the 
power  of  bis  Christ : 
for  the  accuser  of  our 
brethren  is  cast  down, 
which  accused  them 
before  our  God  day 
.  and  night.   And  they 
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Xu'x  t5  Qui  n/uihr, 

Xj     »»     I$WX«*  Tfc 

Xf*r«  atT«*  Sti 

o  xxtnyo^Zt  avrvt 
itviriot  r5  ©iS 
vpSr    VfM^xs  xai 

1  1  TJ&S.      Kxi  XvTOi 

Wi<v>3-m.i  xv rot  Six 

\       r  m   t  * 

TO   XtfXX  TU  Otpittt, 

fcxi  o\a  Tor  Xoys» 

T>jy  fj^xftvplas  xv' 

twi'  Kj  ix  vnyimf 

C*»      T»»  VV^r,» 

ai/'rir    a^;/  #»- 
12»artr.    &tx  t«to 
ivfyxinvh    oi  «- 

•     x     •  »  1 

f<t»oi     oi  uxvrats 

7?  T?  5aX«y<r»>, 
Ur<   xaltoij  o 

F^a;»  3t,/xor  fxi'/Xf, 

tfiif,      OTt  &/yCir 

13*»§o»  IX"'  K<uV 
t,Tt  It  o 

67*   Ip^.»j!nj   f/f  TH» 

I  t-  tcv  al'jiiix.  Kxt 
itoQnaxt  ry  ytnxtxi 
clo  zfiigvyts  T«  dtia 
t5    (Atyakff  »x 

'    ,     r.  ,  ^ 

WTtfiOU      us  Tr,t 

t^MflOV  US  T0»  T07TG* 

mvrns,  r,mt  rgifdxt 

tKtl  KXipOfKj  KXtfltf, 

xj  r,ixtav  Kx:fif  *ro 


*  nointed  ;  because  the 
**  accuser  of  our  brc- 
"  threu,  who  accused 
"  them  before  our  God 
"  day  and  night,  is  cast 

11"  down.  And  they 
"  overcame  hira  by  the 
"  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
"  and  by  the  word  of 
"  their  testimony  ;  and 
"  they  loved  oot  their 
"  life  even  unto  death. 

12"  Therefore  rejoice,  O 
"  ye  heavens,  and  ye 
"  that  dwell  therein. 
M  Wae  to  the  earth, 
"  and  io  the  sea  ;  be- 
"  cause  the  Devil  is 
M  come  down  to  you, 
:i  having  great  wrath, 
u  knowing  that  he  hath 

13"  a^hort  season."  And 
when  the  dragon  saw 
that  he  was  cast  down 
to  the  earth,  he  pur- 
sued the  woman  who 
brought  forth  the  male- 

14  child.  And  to  the  wo- 
man were  given  two 
wings  of  the  great 
eagle,  that  she  might 
flee  into  the  wilder- 
ness, into  her  place, 
where  she  is  nourished 
there,  a  time  aud  times 
and  half  a  lime,  from 
the  presence  of  the  ser- 

15  pent.  And  the  serpent 
cast  out  of  his  mouth, 
after  the  woman,  water 
like  a  river,  that  he 


overcame  him  by  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb, 
and  by  the  word  of 
their  testimony;  and 
thry  lovfd  not  their 
lives  unto  the  death. 

12  Therefore  rejoice,  ye 
heavens,  and  ye  that 
dwell  in  them.  Woe 
to  the  inhabiters  of 
the  earth,  aud  of  the 
sea:  for  the  devil  is 
come  down  unto  you, 
having  great  wrath, 
because  he  knoweth 
that  he    hath  but  a 

13  short  time.  And  when 
the  dragon  saw  that 
he  was  cast  unto  the 
earth,  he  persecuted 
the  woman  which 
brought  forth  the  man- 

14  child.  And  to  the  wo- 
man were  given  two 
wings  of  a  great  eagle, 
that  she  might  fly  into 
the  wilderness,  into 
her  place  :  where  she 
is  nourished  for  a  time, 
and  limes,  and  half  a 
lime,  from  the  face  of 

15  the  serpent.  And  the 
serpent  cast  out  of  his 
mouth  wateras  a  flood, 
after  the  woman  ;  that 
he  might  cause  her  to 
be  carried  away  of  the 

lG  flood.  Aud  the  earth 
helped  the  woman,  and 
the  earth  opened  her 
mouth,  aud  swallowed 
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might  cause  her  to  be 
earned  away  by  the 

1 6  river.  And  the  earth 
helped  the  woman : 
and  the  earth  opened  its 
mouth,  and  swallowed 
up  the  river  which  the 
dragon  cast  out  of  his 

17  mouth.  And  the  dra- 
gon was  enraged  a- 
gainstthe  woman,  aud 
went  away,  to  make 
war  with  the  remnant 
of  her  offspring ;  those 
who  keep  the  com- 
mandments of  God, 
and  hold  the  testimony 
of  Jesus. 


[Pt.  IV.  $  2. 

up  the  flood  which  the 
dragon  cast  out  of  his 
17  mouth.  And  the  dra- 
gon was  wroth  with 
the  woman,  and  went 
to  make  war  with  the 
remnant  of  her  seed, 
which  keep  the  com- 
mandments of  God, 
and  have  the  testimo- 
ny of  Jesus  Christ, 


Ver.  1.  A  great  sign — in  heaven.]  The  word  eweiov 
is  used  here  to  signify  a  type,  a  symbol,  or  figura- 
tive  representation  ;  and  occurs  in  the  same  sense  in 
other  parts  of  Scripture  *.  The  verb  <njjuur/v»,  as  used  in 
ch.  i.  1.  includes  the  same  meaning.  The  scene  of 
this  representation  continues  yet  in  heaven.  We  are 
prepared  to  expect  under  this  Trumpet  the  descrip- 
tion of  that  conflict  and  victory,  by  which  the  Chris- 
tian Church  will  be  placed  in  security  from  her  ene- 
mies. And  in  order  to  exhibit  this  in  all  its  parts, 
the  Holy  Spirit  begins  the  representation  from  the  ear- 
liest times.    To  enable  us  to  understand  things  future, 


*  Matt.  xii.  38.  xvi.  1—4.  Rom.  iv.  U. 


past 
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past  events  are  first  represented  under  the  same  kind 
of  allegory. 

Ibid.  A  Woman. ,]    A  woman,  in  figurative  lan- 
guage, is  used  to  signify  a  city,  a  state,  a  body  politic. 
Such  is  the  daughter  of  Tyre,  of  Babylon,  of  Jeru* 
salem  • ;  the  latter  of  whom,  when  virtuous,  is  ho- 
noured with  the  high  appellation  of  the  espoused  of 
Godf;  when  wicked  and  idolatrous,  she  is  styled 
the  harlot,    the  adulteress  \.    This  method,  of  re* 
presenting  nations  and  cities  under  the  symbol  of 
women,  was  copied  from  the  eastern  by  the  western 
world.    Rome  is  represented  upon  the  ancient  medals 
under  the  form  of  a  woman.    Britannia  appears  under 
the  same  emblem.    There  is,  among  the  Roman  coins, 
one  of  Vespasian,  upon  the  reverse  of  which  is  a  cap- 
tive woman,  hanging  her  mournful  head,  and  the  inscrip- 
tion is  J  u  el  eta.    She  is  there  depictured,  as  by  the  mas- 
ter-hand, in  Lament,  i.  1—4,  and  in  the  137th  Psalm, 
where  the  daughter  of  Babylon  and  the  captive  daughter 
of  Jerusalem,  are  contrasted.   But  the  woman,  the  city 
now  represented,  is  of  heavenly  origin,  "  whose  builder 
"  and  maker  is  God,"  of  which  "  Christ  is  the  corner 
M  stone;  the  New,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  the  mother 
11  of  us  all       She  is,  in  short,  the  Church  of  Christ  |, 

•  Psalms  xlv.  12  ;  exxxvii.  8.    2  Kings  xix.  21. 

t  Isaiah  liv.  1.5.  lxvi.  6— 14.  Jer.  xxxi.  4.  2  Cor.  xi.  2. 

X  See  notes,  cb.  ii.  20.  xvii.  1 . 

§  Matt.  xvi.  18.  Gal.fr.  26,  27.  1  Cor.  iii.  9,  &c.  2  Cor.  v.  1—3; 
vi.  16.  Eph.  ii.  21 ;  iii.  9;  iv.  12.  16.  Col.ii.  7.  lTim.  iii.  15.  1  Pet. 
ii.  s— 7— 10.  Heb.  iii.  6.  xi.  10;  xii.  22;  xiii.  14.  Rev.  iii.  12; 
xxi.  2. 

||  Methodius,  one  of  the  most  ancient  commentators  on  the  Apo- 
calypse, who  wrote  about  the  year  290,  applies  this  symbol  to  the 
Christian  Church.  (See  the  commentary  of  And.  Cacs.  in  loc.)  In  the 
Shepherd  of  Hermas,  and  in  the  apocryphal  Esdras,  a  woman  repre- 
sents the  Church. 

and 
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and  is  to  be  known  as  such,  not  only  by  these  Scrip- 
tural marks,  but  by  the  seed,  or  offspring,  attri- 
buted to  her.  For,  after  she  has  produced  the  great 
Shepherd  of  the  Christian  flock,  "  Christ  the  jirst 
"fruits"  the  rest  of  her  offspring  are  said  to  be, 
"  those  who  keep  the  commandments  of  God,  and 
"hold  the  testimony  of  Jesus"  (ver.  17.)  But  who 
can  be  entitled  to  this  character,  unless  the  true  sons 
of  the  Christian  Church  ?  The  mother  therefore  is  the 
Christian  Church.  She  is  represented  as  arrayed  in 
the  most  pure  and  splendid  light;  the  Sun,  the 
Moon,  the  Stars,  those  acknowledged  symbols  of  pure 
knowledge,  and  of  dignity,  are  employed  to  adorn 
licr.  The  lustre  of  her  attire;  the  elevation- of  her 
throne,  expressed  by  the  second  luminary  being  her 
footstool ;  her  crown,  not  of  diamonds  or  rubies,  but 
of  the  stars  of  heaven  ;  all  imply  the  greatness  of  the, 
personage,  and  her  high  acceptation  with  the  King  of 
Heaven.  In  the  vision  of  Joseph*,  which  displays 
the  future  glories  of  the  patriarchal  family  ;  of  that 
family  which  was  then  the  Church  of  God ;  in  which 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  were  to  be  blessed ;  the 
same  symbols  are  employed.  The  Sun,  the  Moon, 
the  twelve  Stars,  represent  the  then  infant  Church. 
In  her  original  purity,  she  was  thus  splendid  ;  and 
when  purified  from  her  corruptions,  she  will  again 
appear  in  splendour  \. 

Ver.  2.]    But  pure  and  splendid  as  she  appears, 

*  Gen.  xxxvii.  £). 

f  Ch.  xxi.  &c.  The  reader  is  referred  to  the  following  passages  of 
Scripture,  in  which  the  Sun  is  used  as  aii  emblem  of  the  Church  : — 
Judg.  v.  31 ;  Psalm  lxxxix.  36'  ;  Isa.  xxx.  '26';  Mai.  iv.  2  ;  Matt.xiii. 
4.3.  The  twelve  stars  seem  to  allude  to  the  division  of  the  Church 
under  twelve  Patriarchs,  and  afterwards  under  twelve  Apostles. 

,  '  "(and 
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(and  such  she  was  in  the  patriarchal;  and  prophetic 
times,  compared  with  the  idolatrous  nations  surround- 
ing her,)  she  is  not  complete,  until  she  can  produce 
that  seed,  promised  to  the  woman  from  the  earliest 
times,  which  was  ordained  "  to  hruise  the  serpent's 
"head."  She  is  now  represented  as  labouring  with 
this  momentous  birth.  And  such  was  the  situation 
of  the  Church  from  the  time  of  Adam,  the  first  man, 
(to  whom  the  seed  was  promised,)  to  that  of  Christ,  the 
second  man,  "  the  promised  seed,"  "  the  Lord  from 
11  heaven."  The  Scriptural  writers  express,  under  the 
same  images,  the  earnest  and  unsatisfied  desire  of  the 
ancient  Church  to  possess  the  promised  seed*. 

Ver.  3.  Another  sign  in  Heaven.]  As  the  Church 
of  God  had  been  represented  by  symbols  in  the  two 
last  verses  ;  so  are  now  her  enemies.  And  first  that 
ancient  enemy  who  assailed  her,  in  the  days  of  our 
first  parents,  under  the  form  of  a  serpent  f.  For  this 
dragon  is  expressly  asserted  to  be  the  same,  "  the 
*'  ancient  serpent,  who  is  called  the  Devil  and  Satan  J." 
He  appears  in  great  worldly  power,  such  as  is  attri- 
buted to  him  in  other  parts  of  Scripture,  where  he  is 

•  •  • 

*  Mich.  v.  2,  3.    Rom.  viii.  22.  +  Gen.  iii. 

t  The  devil,  A<*£oAof  being  his  name  in  Greek,  Satan  in  Hebrew. 
See  below,  vcr.  9.  and  ch.  xxii.  2.  This  was  seen  clearly  by  the  most 
ancient  commentators,  0  Jf»x«»  0  myxs,  x.  r.  X.  0  5«iCoXo*  Jr#.  The  same 
infernal  agent  seems  also  to  have  been  specified  by  Melito  Bishop  of 
Sardis  one  of  the  s>even  churches ;  who,  in  his  work  upon  the  Apo- 
calypse, treated  in  particular  concerning  this  opposer  of  the  Church. 
For  the  title  of  the  book  (which  is  the  only  part  of  it  now  extant)  was, 
wipi  tS  Aix£a\Z  x»t  rvt  airoKoXv^ti/f  'lawn*.  Euseb.  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  iv. 
c.  26.  Moreover,  in  a  passage  of  Theophilus,  bishop  Of  Antioch  in 
16*8,  which  is  quoted  by  Lardncr  as  alluding  to  this  passage  of  the 
Apocalypse,  the  Devil  is  called  "  Satan,  and  the  Serpent,  and  the 
"  Dragon."  (Cred.  Gosp.  art.  Tbeophilus.) 

called 
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called  "  the  Prince  of  this  world,  the  God  of  the 
«  world,  the  Prince  of  the  power  of  the  Air  V  This 
power  is  here  expressed  by  (1.)  his  size,  which  is 
great:  (2.)  his  colour,  which  is  fiery  f :  (3.)  his  heads, 
which  are  seven;  a  large,  complete,  indefinite  num- 
ber J:  and  these  heads  are  so  many  mountains,  or 
lofty  seats  of  strength  §  :  for,  as  in  ch.  v,  the  seven 
horns  and  seven  eyes  of  the  Lamb  denote  his  infinite 
extent  of  power  and  of  knowledge ;  so,  the  seven 
heads,  or  mountains,  of  the  dragon  express  an  im- 
mense command  of  worldly  power ;  such  as  he  offered 
to  our  invincible  Lord  J:.  (4.)  his  ten  horns:  for, 
horns  are  ever  emblematical  of  strength  f :  and  ten,  as 
well  as  seven,  is  a  large  indefinite  number,  becoming 
so  by  a  different  mode  of  calculation  **.  But  the  use 
of  the  number  ten  in  this  place,  seems  to  have  a  fur* 
ther  reference,  even  to  those  passages  of  the  Apoca* 
lypse,  and  of  the  prophet  Daniel,  wherein  are  to  be 
seen  just  so  many  kings  or  kingdoms,  inimical  to  the 
Church  of  Christ,  and  promoting  the  interests  of  the 
adversary.  The  dragon  is  to  have  great  sway  among 
the  kings  of  the  earth,  whom  he  beguiles  by  the  offer 
of  that  worldly  power,  which  was  rejected  by  the 
Son  of  God.  This  interpretation  is  further  confirmed 
by  observing,  (5.)  that  his  heads  are  crowned  with 
diadems  like  those  of  eastern  potentates  f\.  And,  lastly^ 

•  John  xii.31.  2  Cor.  iv.  4.  Eph.  ii.  2. 

t  See  note,  ch.  vi.  4.  :  See  note,  ch.  i.  4. 

$  See  note,  ch.  xvii.  ch.  viii.  8.  |{  Matt.  iv.  £). 

See  note,  ch.  v.  6.  *•  See  note,  ch.  ii.  4. 

ft  The  diadem  was  the  crown,  or  mark  of  kingly  power,  adorning 
the  eastern  monarchs.    It  was  commonly  a  broad  fillet,  or  turban,  v 
richly  6et  with  jewels.    The  radiated  crown  was  not  worn  by  the  Greek 
monarchs  till  about  the  second  century.    (Pinkerton  on  Medals,  vol.  i. 
p.  173.) 

his 
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his  tail,  his  ignoble  and  brutish  part*  drags  after 
him,  as  with  a  netf,  a  third  part  of  the  stars  of 
heaven.  This  may  denote  the  original  apostacy  of 
those  angels,  who,  corrupted  by  their  rebellious 
leader,  M  kept  not  their  first  estate  J;M  or,  it  may  sig- 
nify the  artful  machinations,  by  which  he  made  the 
ministers  of  Religion  subservient  to  his  designs  §  ;  or, 
it  may  be  understood  to  express  both  these  apostacies ; 
for  the  arch-fiend  has  succeeded  in  accomplishing 
such  rebellions  both  in  heaven  and  on  earth. 

Ver.  4.  #  5.]  Thus  arrayed  in  formidable  power, 
the  infernal  spirit  is  prepared  for  the  occasion,  44  seek* 
"  ing  to  devour"  that  offspring  who  is  ordained  "  to 
"bruise  his  head;"  but  "whose  heel,"  whose  less* 
vital  part,  he  is  permitted  for  a  time  to  attack  suc- 
cessfully [|.  Such  success  does  not  satisfy  bis  destruc- 
tive rage;  he  aims  at  the  total  overthrow,  the  otter 
extinction  of  the  seed,  by  whom  the  race  of  men  is 
to  be  saved  from  his  envenomed  jaws. — For,  the  male- 
child  now  bom  is  evidently  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ; 
who  is  not  only,  the  only-begotten  Son  of  God,  but 
the  first-born  of  the  Church,  which  is  called  aftet 
his  name'f;  for  which  right  of  inheritance,  it  was 
necessary  that  he  should  be  a  male.  To  him  alone 
belongs  the  description,  "  the  great  Shepherd  of  Is- 
"  rael,  who  is  to  rule  all  the  nations  with  an  iron 
"  rod  This  is  the  Divine  Shepherd's  crook,  dread- 
ful to  the  enemies  of  the  fold,  and  to  the  disobedient 
of  the  flock  ;  but  a  sure  protection  to  the  w  sheep, 

•  See  note,  «b.ix.  1 — 12-  t  t  Judt  6. 

§  See  note,  ch.  i.  lo\  D  Gen.  hi.  15. 

1T  Rom.       «9.   Col.  i.  15,  18.    Heb.  xii.  23. 

See  note,  ch.  ii.  27.  also  Mutt,  ii.fi.  Rev.  xix.  15;  rii.  17-  Isa. 
xl.  11.  pjftlmxxiii. 

"  who 
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u  who  obey  bis  voice*. "  From  the  whole  tenour  of 
Scripture,  and  from  internal  evidence  taken  from  the 
prophecy  f,  this  character  and  description  is  that 
of  our  Lord,  and  can  belong  to  none  but  him.  He 
is  now  represented  to  be  in  imminent  danger  from 
the  jaws  of  the  dragon  ;  who,  having  to  contenii 
only  with  a  helpless  woman,  and  her  new-born  infant, 
seems  assured  of  success.  And  thus  did  it  appear 
to  M  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world,"  when 
they  seized  and  crucified  the  Lord  of  Life.  But  then, 
as  here  represented,  he  "  was  caught  up  to  God  and 
"  to  his  throne."  He  was  raised  from  the  grave,  and 
ascended  into  heaven,  fortius  very  purpose,  "  to  sit 
"  upon  his  throne,  at  the  right  hand  of  God 

Ver.  6.  And  the  woman  Jled  into  the  wilderness ; 
&c]  By  referring  to  Isa.  xli.  19,  20 ;  Ezek.  xix.  30. 
xx.  35 — 39;Hos.  ii.  14;  it  will  appear,  that  the  word 
wilderness  denotes  a  place,  bare  of  sustenance,  where 
food,  miraculously  given,  is  necessary  for  the  support  of 
life  ;  but  where  such  miraculous  support,  united  with 
the  correc  tion  which  is  the  effect  of  a  desolate  and 
perilous  situation,  produces  admirable  fruits  of  re- 
ligious improvement.  Religion  abode  with  the  Is- 
raelites, in  their  tents  in  the  wilderness,  during  forty 
years  of  miraculous  preservation.  She  fled  again  to  the 
wilderness  with  the  prophet  Elijah,  was  there  mi* 
raculously  supported,  and  thence  was  restored  to  the 
land  from  which  she  had  been  driven  §.  Thus  the 
Church  of  Christ,  (for  after  the  birth  of  the  pro- 
mised seed,  the  woman  is  become  such,)  persecuted 
by  the  devil  and  his  agents,  flees  for  refuge  to  ob- 
scure retreats ;  and  is  there  miraculously  preserved 

*  Johnx.  3.  14.  16. 
I  Actsii.  30.  Heb.  viii.  1. 


f  Cb.  ii.  27  ;  vii.  17  ;  xix.  15. 
%  1  Kings  xvii.  xviii. 


'  during^ 
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during  the  time  appointed, — 1260  years;  which  ac- 
cords exactly  with  the  period  of  the  witnesses,  who, 
in  mournful  garhs,  execute  their  -prophetic  office: 
but  of  this  accordance  more  will  be  said  elsewhere  *. 
It  is  sufficient  in  this  place  to  observe,  that  by 
different  shocks  under  the  preceding  Trumpets,  in 
which  Satan  is  the  prime  agent,  pure  Religion  had 
been  almost  driven  out  of  the  world.  And  during  the 
same  centuries,  in  which  she  has  been  seen  desolate 
with  the  Witnesses  f,  she  had  existence  only  in  some 
retired  situations,  where  with  difficulty  she  kept  her- 
self from  annihilation,  or,  to  speak  more  appositely, 
was  miraculously  preserved. 

Ver.  7.  And  there  was  war  in  heaven.]  This  pas- 
sage, beginning  with  verse  7,  and  ending  with  verse 
14,  should  be  read  (as  it  appears  to  me)  in  parenthesis. 
Reasons  will  be  produced  in  commenting  on  the  14th 
verse.  A  transaction,  which  had  happened  long  be- 
fore the  history  related  in  the  present  scene,  but 
strongly  connected  with  it,  seems  to  be  introduced. 
And  therefore  the  word  iyevfio  might  be  translated 
u  there  had  been,"  being  used  in  the  same  sense  as 
in  Matt,  xxviii.  2,  where  Archbishop  Nevvcome  has 
pointed  out  the  propriety  of  this  translation  %.  This 
parenthesis  con  tains  explanatory  matter  of  great  im- 
portance ;  and  seems  to  have  been  exhibited  in  a  se- 
parate scene.  For,  the  conflict  between  the  dragon 
and  the  woman  in  the  wilderness  is  suspended,  while 
the  battle  in  heaven  is  described ;  and  is  afterwards 
resumed,  exactly  where  the  narration  liad  been  broken 
off.  We  learn  from  it,  that  previously  to  the  conflict 
with  the  Church  of  God  upon  earth,  the  same  arch- 

*  Note,  ch.  xiii.  5.  t  Ch.  xi.  1—15. 

I  Harw.  of  Gosp.  p.  154. 

fiend 
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fiend  and  his  angels,  had  carried  on  a  conflict  in 
heaven.  It  is  the  same  conflict  which  is  alluded  to 
in  Jude  6.  &  %  Pet.  ii.  4. 

In  this  warfare  against  heaven,  he  is  defeated, 
and,  with  his  followers,  utterly  expelled  from  the 
mansions  of  the  blest*.  But  he  is  still  permitted,  for 
a  season,  to  exhibit  his  rage  on  earth.  This  war  in 
heaven  is  to  be  understood  in  a  spiritual  sense,  as  well 
as  the  war  upon  earth.  The  tempter  seduced  the 
spirits  above  from  their  happy  state  of  obedience  to 
the  divine  laws.  The  leading  angel  who,  in  the  pro- 
phetic language  of  Scripture,  is  said  to  fight  against 
Satan  in  behalf  of  the  Church,  is  called  Michael ;  the 
import  of  whose  name  is  JVho-like-God  ?  He  is  by 
some  commentators  represented  to  be  the  Messiah  him- 
self f.  This  can  scarcely  be  allowed ;  but  he  certainly 
fights  under  the  banner  of  Christ ;  for  who  can  be  said 
to  have  overcome  Satan  in  heaven,  but  the  Messiah, 
who,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  accepted  the 
office  by  which  he  was  to  be  overcome  J?  And  as 
Christ  is  the  head  of  the  Church,  not  only  on  earth, 
but  in  heaven,  whither  the  power  of  his  creation 
and  of  his  redemption  is  said  to  extend,  and  where 
angels  and  principalities  are  subjected  to  him  § :  so 
there  appear  to  be  two  rebellions  against  his  power  and 
name ;  the  one  in  heaven,  the  other  on  earth.  Both 
are  comprehended  in  Milton's  sublime  poem. 

Ver.  14.  To  the  woman  were  given  two  wings  of 
the  great  eagle  ;  kc]  To  be  borne  on  eagle's  wings, 
signifies,  (as  will  appear  by  consulting  Exod.  xix.  4. 

*  rover  tlx  tvp&v,  Dan.  ii.  35.  Rev.  xx.  ii. 

f  Mode's  Discourses.  J  Compare  Dan.  xii.  1.  Luke  x.  i>» 

i  Efh.  i.  10  j  iii,  15.  Phil.  ii.  10.  Col.  i.  l6.  20. 
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Isa.  xl.  31.  Psalm  xci.  4.)  'divine,  miraculous  deliver- 
ance. Who  can  pursue  the  eagle  through  the  air  and 
take  from  him  what  is  committed  to  his  charge? 
This  verse,  compared  with  the  sixth,  at  the  end  of 
which  the  parenthesis  is  supposed  to  begin,  will  be 
found  to  contain  nearly  the  self-same  information, 
varied  only  in  expression. 


ver.  6. 

J.  "  The  woman  fled  into 
u  the  wilderness: — 

fi.  "  Where  she  has  there, 
"  a  place  prepared  of 
"God:— 


3.  "That  they  should 
"  there  nourish  her  a 
"  thousand  two  hun- 
"  dred  and  sixty 
"days." 


VER.  14. 

1.  "  That  she  might  flee 
"  into    the  wilder- 


"  ness.' 


2.  "To  her  place, "  to  con- 

vey her  to  which  she 
has  "  given  to  her 
11  two  wings  of  the 
"  great  eagle." 

3.  "  Where  she  is  nourish- 

"  ed  there  a  time  and 
"  times,  and  half  a 
"  time,  from  the  pre- 
"  sence  of  the  ser- 
pent. * 


1.  The  expression  in  the  first  clause  is  the  same, 
varied  only  by  the  use  of  another  mood  and  tense, 
rendered  necessary  by  the  new  context. 

2.  The  second  clauses  have  only  this  difference, 
that  the  miraculous  deliverance  is  pointed  out  in  one, 
as  consisting  in  the  divine  security  of  the  place ;  in 
the  other,  from  the  divine  conveyance  to  it ;  both  are 
effected  by  the  same  miraculous  succour,  and  in  the 
same  place. 

H  H  3,  It 
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3.  It  has  been  already  shewn  *,  that  the  1260  day*, 
and  the  time,  times,  and  half,  are  exactly  the  iattte 
period.  Thus,  comparing  these  two  passages,  we  must 
acknowledge  the  parenthesis  which  disjoined  them: 
the  history  contained  in  which,  1  icing  now  delivered, 
we  arc  again  brought  to  the  same  place,  whence  the 
narration  had  digressed,  to  the  conflict  on  earth  be- 
tween the  dragon  and  the  woman. 

Ver.  15.  Water  like  a  river.]    Overwhelming  ca- 
lamity is  often  represented  as  a  torrent,  or  flood  of 
water,   bearing  down  all  before  itf,   from  which, 
however,    the  favour  of  God  delivers  his  servants. 
Such  a  flood  the  adversary  now  raises  against  the 
Church ;   the  floods  and  waves  of  worldly  power, 
stirring  up  the  madness  of  the  rulers  and  of  the  peo- 
ple, (which  is  expressed  by  the  same  imagery,  in 
Psalms  lxxxix.  9  ;  Jxv.  7.  J)  against  the  cause  of  true 
Religion.     Such   were  the  persecutions  under  the 
heathen  emperors;  but  the  whelming  torrent  did  not 
prevail  against  the  Church  of  Christ.  Remarkable 
instances  occur  iu  history,  wherein  Christianity,  on 
the  point  of  being  utterly  annihilated,  was  delivered 
by  the  unexpected  interposition  of  earthly  power,  and 
the  political  movements  of  earthly  potentates.  There 
is  a  memorable  instance  of  this  in  the  time  of  the 
Diocletian  persecution,  w  hen  the  Christian  Religion, 
apparently  overwhelmed  by  its  enemies,  obtained  a 
wonderful  deliverance  from  the  extraordinary  proceed- 
ings of  Constantine       Modern  history  presents  many 

•  Mote,  ch.  xt.  2.  f  Pealm  exxiv.  Is.  xvii.  12.  Jer.  xii.  5. 

I  See  also  Rev.  xvii.  15.  where  the  waters  are  explained  by  the 
angel  to  signify  "  people,  and  multitude?,  and  nations,  and  lan- 
guages." 

s  Kuseb.  Hist.  Eecl.  lib.  x.  c.  v. 

such 


Digitized  by  Go 


Chap.  xiL] 


APOCALYPSE. 


such  occurrences,  as  may  be  seen  in  Bishop  Newton's 
Dissertation  on  the  Prophecies  •  But  perhaps  these 
more  properly  belong  to  the  warfare,  which  the  dragon 
is  to  wage  against  the  rest  of  the  offspring  of  the 
woman.  And  the  floods  are  to  be  referred  to  the  early 
persecutions  of  Christianity,  prevented  from  destroy- 
ing her  by  the  favour  which  the  Christians  enjoyed 
with  all  people  f . 

Ver.  17.  The  remnant  of  her  offspring.']  Christ 
is  the  first-born ;  the  first-fruits  of  the  Church  %  ;  and 
first  only  among  brethren  § ;  for  to  his  faithful  ser- 
vants he  hath  given  the  privilege  of  being  joint-heirs 
with  him.  Such  are  they,  "  who  keep  the  command- 
"  ments  of  God,  and  hold  the  testimony  of  Jesus;*'  . 
Christians  in  faith  and  in  practice.  Against  these, 
during  the  season  permitted  to  him,  the  arch-fiend 
makes  war;  and  this  war  is  now  about  to  be  descri- 
bed. He  succeeds  for  a  time:  but  in  the  end,  the 
Church  must  prevail.  Such  was  the  original  designa- 
tion of  Divine  Providence  by  prophecy; — "  thy  seed 
"  shall  possess  the  gate  of  his  enemies  :||"  and  in  ch.  vi. 
%  the  Church  goes  out  conquering,  and  for  to  conquer. 
The  time  of  this  warfare,  carried  on  by  the  dragon 
against  the  rest  of  the  offspring  of  the  woman,  by  the 
devil  and  his  agents,  is  to  be  dated,  as  it  appears  to  me, 
from  the  days  of  the  emperor  Constant ine;  when  the 
arch-enemy,  having  tried  in  vain  to  overwhelm  the 
Church  by  his  torrents  of  worldly  power,  began  to 
proceed  against  her  by  a  more  covert  and  sure  me- 
thod; began  to  corrupt  her  by  the  splendour  and 
riches,  which  she  was  now  permitted  to  enjoy :  and 

• 

•  Vol.  Hi.  8vo  edit.  p.  217.  t  Acts  ii.  47. 

t  Col.  i.  15.  1  Cor.  xv.  20.  Heb.  xii.  23.  *  Rom.  viii.  29. 

[j  Gcd.  xxii.  17. 

H  H  2  thus 
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thus  did  he  succeed  in  producing  her  most  success- 
ful enemy  out  of  her  own  bosom.  This  becomes  the 
subject  of  the  next  chapter. 

On  consulting  the  writings  of  the  commentators 
most  approved  in  this  country,  I  find,  that  by  the  dra- 
gon is  generally  understood  the  pagan  and  persecuting 
power  of  Imperial  Rome.  But,  I  trust,  a  few  obser- 
vations will  shew  the  fallacy  of  this  notion. 

Where  an  interpretation  is  expressly  given  in  the 
vision,  as  in  ch.  i.  20;  v.  f7,  9;  xvii.  7.  &c. ;  that 
interpretation  must  be  used  as  the  key  to  the  mystery, 
in  preference  to  all  interpretations  suggested  by  the 
imagination  of  man.  Now  in  the  9th  verse  of  this 
chapter  such  an  interpretation  is  presented ;  the  dra- 
gon is  there  expressly  declared  to  be  "  that  ancient 
"serpent,"  6  *Y  called  "  the  Devil 

known  bv  the  name  of  AixGcXo;  in  the  Greek,  and  of 
Satan  in  the  Hebrew;  "who  deceiveth  the  whole 
"  world."  Here  are  his  names,  and  his  acknowledged 
character.  No  words  can  more  completely  express 
them.  Xo  Roman  emperor,  nor  succession  of  em- 
perors, can  answer  to  this  description.  The  same 
dragon  appears  again  in  ch.  xx.  2.  and,  (as  it  were, 
to  prevent  mistake,)  he  is  there  described  in  the  very 
Same  words.  But  this  re-appearance  of  the  same  dra- 
gon is  in  a  very  late  period  of  the  Apocalyptic  his- 
tory ;  long  after  the  expiration  of  the  1V6Q  days,  or 
years ;  and  even  after  the  wild-beast  aud  false  pro- 
phet, (who  derive  their  power  from  the  dragon  du- 
ring this  period,)  arc  come  to  their  end*.    And  the 

*  Ch.  XIX.  20. 

dragon 
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dragon  is  upon  the  scene  long  after  these  time 
continues  in  action  even  at  the  end  of  another 
period,  a  period  of  a  thousand  years*.  He  th 
pursues  his  ancient  artifices,  "  deceiving  the  nations,5' 
even  till,  his  final  catastrophe,  in  ch.  xx.  10,  when 
the  warfare  of  the  Church  is  finished.  Qui  this  dra- 
gon then  he  an  emperor  of  Rome  ?  or  any  race  or 
dynasty  of  emperors  ?  Can  he  be  any  other  than  that 
ancient  and  eternal  enemv  of  the  Christian  Church, 
who  in  this,  as  in  all  other  Scriptural  accounts,  is 
represented  as  the  original  contriver  of  all  the  mis- 
chief which  shall  befall  it  ?  In  this  drama,  he  acts 
the  same  consistent  part,  from  beginning  to  end. 
He  is  introduced  to  early  notice,  as  warring  against 
the  Church  *f  ;  as  possessing  a  seat,  or  throne  of  power, 
in  a  great  city  inimical  to  the  Christians  % ;  a*  the 
author  of  doctrines  corruptive  of  Religion,  which  are 
called  "  the  depths  of  Satan."  The  evils  brought  on 
the  Church  under  the  Trumpets,  particularly  the 
third  and  fifth,  are  ascribed  to  him.  In  the  suc- 
ceeding conflicts,  the  Church  is  attacked  by  his 
agents;  by  the  wild-beast  and  false  prophet who 
derive  their  power  from  him ;  and  at  length  he  him- 
self is  described,  as  leading  the  nations  against  the 
camp  of  the  Saints  ||.  Nothing  appears  more  plain 
than  the  meaning  of  this  symbol.  The  only  ap- 
pearances which  may  seem  to  favour  the  application 
of  it  to  Imperial  Rome  are,  the  seven  crowned  heads, 
and  the  ten  horns  of  the  dragon.  But  the  number 
seven  is  of  great  universality :  and  although  seven 
heads,  or  seven  mouutains,  are  in  another  prophecy 


*  Ch.  xx.  7. 

§  Ch.  xiii. 


t  Ch.  ii.  10.  13. 
I!  Ch.xx.  9. 


I  Ch.  ii.  24. 

applied 
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applied  to  Rome  in  a  particular  sense,  which  may  pro- 
perly designate  that  city  ;  yet,  they  have  a  much  more 
extended  and  general  signification,  expressive  of  the 
immense  influence  of  Satan  in  the  councils  of  this 
world.  In  a  particular  sense  also,  the  sev  ^n  moun- 
tains and  ten  horns  of  the  latter  Roman  empire  are 
fitly  attributed  to  Satan,  because  during  the  period 
of  1260  years,  and  perhaps  beyond  it,  he  makes  use 
of  the  Roman  empire,  its  capital  city,  and  ten  kings 
or  kingdoms,  as  the  instruments  of  his  successful  at* 
tack  on  the  Christian  Church.  Joseph  Mede,  when  he 
had  no  favourite  hypothesis  immediately  in  view, 
clearly  saw  and  acknowledged  the  obvious  interpretation 
of  this  symbol;  and,  in  one  of  his  learned  sermons, 
has  justly  described  the  parties  engaged  in  this  spi- 
ritual conflict:  1.  Satan,  and  his  angels;  2.  the  wo* 
man  and  her  seed  •  If  the  Roman  emperors  are  at 
all  concerned  in  this  warfare,  it  is  only  as  sub- 
ministrant  agents  of  this  arch-enemy  of  the  Churchy 
The  dragon  therefore  appears  to  me,  as  he  did  to 
Venerable  Bede,  eleven  centuries  ago,  to  be  "  Dia- 
"  bolus,  potentia  terreni  regni  armatus  f"  The 
worldly  agents,  whom  he  principally  employs  to  carry 
on  the  warfare  thus  begun,  will  be  described  in  the 
ensuing  chapter. 

•  Mede's  Works,  p.  -236. 

t  Beda?  Com,,  in  loc. ;— -"  the  Devil,  armed  with  the  power  of 
M  worldly  dominion." 
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SECTION  III. 

The  IFild-beast from  the  Sea. 

chap.  xii.  18,  chap.  xiii.  1 — 11. 


J.  it../  D»  fllf 

1  ant .  Kai  i73c»  tx  w 

»JtC«»»Cy,  £^0»  KtfjX- 
T«  Ol'xa  Kr  KtQxXas 

l-nrU*  Kf  rtri  tm  xi- 
fvr^v  avTtt  (txx 
o\«otyxa)*,  xxl  IVJ 
r«;  x«^a>.af  aura 

2  <m.  K«i  to  Sijf  m  o 
iJoW,  n»  o^o*o?  rsxp- 

«2t5  m  «fx1«,l$  TO 

ri>»  ovtS  «j  roV** 

Aim)®.'  x*i  fSa/xiy 

avTf  ft  Sf«XA/»  t}» 

ZvfXfjuv  etlri,  xxi 
To»     1m  *£tS,  XXI 

^»,y«^,»»' 

3  Ka<  f*ijt»  ix  t«» 
KtQxXZv  avrS  its 
l<r$xy[jJrw  tit  Sa- 

jOtfatTiWi1)*  x}  iQxv- 

iViVa;   tS  §nf!v. 

4  Kai  tJ^ovm\)rn<xxi 
ru  tyxKotU,  ort  ioV- 


lSAnd  I  was  stationed 
on  the  sand  of  the  sea. 

1  And  I  saw  a  wild-beast 
rising  up  out  of  the 
sea,  having  ten  herns 
aud  seven  heads,  and 
upon  his  ten  horns 
diadems,  and  upon  his 
heads  names  of  blas- 

2  phemy.  And  the  wild- 
beast,  which  I  saw,  was 
like  a  leopard;  and 
his  feet  as  those  of  a 
bear;  and  his  mouth 
as  the  mouth  of  a  lion: 
and  the  dragon  gave 
him  his  power,  and  his 
throne,  and  great  au- 

:3  thority.  And  I  sav 
one  of  his  heads  as 
having  been  smitten 
unto  death;  and  his 
deadly  wound  was 
healed.  And  the  whole 
earth  wondered  after 

4-  the  wild -beast.  And 
they  worshipped  the 
dragon,  because  he  had 
given  the  power  to  the 
beast,  and  they  wor- 
shipped the  beast,  say- 
ing; 11  Who  is  like 


1  And  I  stood  upon  the 
$aud  of  the  sea,  and 
sa.v  a  beast  rise  up  out 
of  the  sea,  having  seven 
heads  aud  ten  horns, 
and  upon  his  bonis 
ten  crowns,  and  upon 
his  heads  the  name  of 

2  blasphemy.  And  the 
beast  which  I  saw  was 
like  unto  a  leopard, 
and  his  feet  were  as 
the  feet  of  a  bear,  and 
his  mouth  as  the  mouth 
of  a  lion:  and  the  dra- 
gon gave  him  his  pow- 
er, and  his  seat,  and 

3  great  authority.  And 
1  saw  one  of  his  headi, 
as  it  were  wounded  to 
death;  aud  his  deadly 
wound  was  healed : 
aud  all  the  world  won- 
dered after  the  beast. 

4  And  they  worshipped 
the  dragon  which  gave 
power  unto  the  beast : 
aud  they  worshipped 
the  beast,  saying,  Who 
is  like  unto  the  beast  I 
who  is  able  to  make 

5  war  with  h.im?  And 
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XXI  Of 091- 

xuvTKTai  rZ  $up/y, 
tiyorrts'  Tit  ofMiot 
rx  Snfi*;  xai  Tir 

air«  ro>* 
XaXev  (AtyaXx  xai 

iSofci  airJ  i{wr,a 
[bjoiJjtjh]  fxr»»J 
Ti<r<TXfxxo*ix  Sua. 
6  Ka«  ri»oi|e  to  rouJt 

fjjan  Wfot  Tot  0ior, 

0Xat7yViJi';C  Xi  TO  0- 


<rx»jrn»  atTS,[>£j  t»j 
i»  T«J  ifatw  <7x»i>«r- 

7  t«.  K«;i5odi,««j- 

t«  ooA/jUo»  www** 

mxrHTat  avris'  xoti 
io\J9»j  clvtZ  i^uulx 

8  >u»ii.  x*»  yXZeirat 
x«i     i9*>r.  K«i 


to»  rsatits  oi  xaJoi- 
XHtht  iKt  trtt  yns, 
<?»  «  yiyfanlai  to 
ty  t*  fr'CA,* 
Tt)f  C,uhs  Ta  afntt 
th  iofayfjUtu,  «Vo 
xataCaAijf  xoV/x«. 

9  EiVlJ  I£»|  «y,  ctKtt. 

10  auru.  Ei  Tir 
fAXXv&tat  ox  «a-.T/. 

iirayii*   ut   Tit  It 
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M  unto  the  beast,  and 
"  who  is  able  to  make 

5  "  war  with  him?"  And 
there  was  given  to  him 
a  mouth  speaking  great 
things  and  blasphe- 
mies: and  there  was 
given  to  him  power  [to 
continue  in  aclion] 
forty  -  tiro  months. 

6  And  he  opened  his 
mouth  for  blasphemy 
against  God,  to  blas- 
pheme his  name,  and 
his  tabernacle,  [and] 
those  who   dwell  in 

7  heaven.  And  it  was 
given  him  to  make  war 
with  the  saints,  and  to 
overcome  them.  And 
power  was  given  to 
him  over  every  tribe, 
and  people,  and  lan- 
guage,   and    nation : 

8  And  all  who  dwell  on 
the  earth  shall  wor- 
ship him;  they  whose 
name  is  not  written  in 
the  book  of  life  of  the 
Lamb,  which  was  sa- 
crificed from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  world. 

9  I  f  any  one  have  an  ear, 

10  let  him  hear.  If  any 
one  leadeth  into  cap- 
tivity, into  captivity 
he  goes.  If  any  one 
shall  slay  with  the 
sword,  he  must  be 
6lain  with  the  sword. 
Herein  is  the  patience 
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there  was  given  unto 
him  a  mouth  speaking 
great  things,  and  blas- 
phemies ;  and  power 
was  given  unto  him  to 
continue  forty  and  two 

6  months.  And  he  open- 
ed his  mouth  in  blas- 
phemy against  God,  to 
blaspheme  his  name, 
and  his  tabernacle,  and 
them  that  dwell  in  hea- 

7  ven.  And  it  was  given 
unto  him  to  make  war 
with  the  saints,  and  to 
overcome  them:  and 
power  was  given  him 
over  all  kindreds,  and 
tongues,  and  nations. 

S  And  all  that  dwell  up- 
on the  earth  shall  wor- 
ship him,  whose  names 
are  not  written  in  the 
book  of  life  of  the 
Lamb,  slain  from  the 
foundation    of  the 

9  world.  If  any  man 
have  an  ear,  let  him  i 

10  hear.  He  that  leadeth 
into  captivity,  shall  go 
into  captivity :  he  that 
killeth  with  the  sword, 
must  be  killed  with 
the  sword.  Here  is 
the  patience  and  the 
faith  of  saints. 
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hi  avrw  It  fu*xx'i- 
fa  dwotiT»*9rn>ai' 


and  the  faith  of  tbe 
Saints. 


Ver.  1.  And  1  was  stationed  on  the  sand  of  the  sea.] 
'E<r*fltjv,  not  fori*  appears  to  be  the  true  reading*.  The 
scene  is  now  changed,  and  the  Prophet  is  so  stationed 
as  to  behold  it  It  had  been  removed  from  the  earth 
and  sea,  where  the  angel  of  the  tenth  chapter  had  begun 
to  disclose  the  fortunes  of  the  Church  in  the  western 
kingdoms  of  the  Gentiles;  it  had  been  removed  to 
Heaven,  to  shew  the  prime  mover  of  ail  the  warfare. 
Both  the  combatants  were  of  heavenly  extraction,  and 
had  fought  in  Heaven.  These  conflicts  therefore  were 
first  described;  and  the  scene  was  changed  to  accommo- 
date to  them.  But  the  battle,  which  had  been  begun  in 
Heaven,  is  now  continued  on  earth;  and  is  to  be 
brought  to  its  conclusion  under  the  seventh  Trumpet. 
Therefore  before  the  final  conflict,  wherein  the  heaven- 
ly Leader  will  again  appear,  the  combatants  on  earth 
are  also  to  be  exhibited;  first,  those  who  continue  the 
warfare  on  behalf  of  the  dragon;  then,  those  who 
engage  on  the  part  of  the  woman,  or  Church.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  scene  is  again  opened  upon  earth, 
and  at  the  brink  of  the  sea;  because  a  formidable 
agent  of  the  dragon,  or  satan,  is  to  arise  from  that 
quarter  f. 

Ib.'  And  I* saw  a  xvild-beast  rising  up  out  of  the 
sea.]  The  sea,  in  prophetic  language,  signifies  in 
general  the  heathen  world  J;  numerous  and  powerful 

*  See  the  lect.  var.  in  Griesbach.  f  Ch.  xi.  7. 

*  .  J  Sec  note,  cb.  viii.  7.  8. 

armies 
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armies  of  the  Gentiles,  marching  against  the  people  of 
God,  are  figuratively  represented  by  the  stormy  waves 
of  the  sea*.  Thus  the  ascent  of  the  wild-beast  out  of 
the  sea  seems  to  signify  his  rise  in  worldly  power,  and 
probably  also  from  the  western  gentiles,  who  are 
more  especially  represented  under  this  symbol.  The  four 
wild-beasts  of  the  prophet  Daniel,  representing  so  many 
successive  tyrannies  which  overran  the  earth,  are  de- 
scribed, all  of  them,  as  ascending  from  the  sea.  There 
is  a  very  striking  resemblance  between  the  wild- beast 
of  the  Apocalypse  and  those  of  this  Prophet  It 
will  be  useful  to  exhibit  them  together:  and  it  will 
be  done  most  effectually  in  the  Greek.  The  trans- 
lation of  Daniel  into  that  language  appears  to  be 
very  close  to  the  original,  as  given  in  Mr.  Wintle's 
version. 

Dan.  tu.  2—15.  Rev.  xiii.  1—18.  xix.  20.  xx.  4. 

(orig. .  lion.)    \     pya}„.  nf»P«M«. 
2.  Apxfa*  Ol  w<&*  avjv  ucAptfv. 

4.   rQrjpW  —  i<r%vpov    txte-^      (&v}piov* — tJa/juv  cevjw  o  fy*- 

xxov  ty}v  fovctptv  atf*  xut 
tov    Sfovov   Tfjoci  Ifytorta? 
ctvja  ctSvipot'  x.  t.  ^  ^faA^. 

(  AcKoc  pua-iKng.  (chap.  xvii.  12.) 

•  Is.  xvii.  12,  13.   Jcr.  vi.23;  li.  42.  55.    Psalms  Ixv.  7  ;  lxxxix. 
9, 10 ;  xciii.  3, 4.    Eaek.  xxvi.  3.   Zecli.  x.  11.   See  also  note,  ch.  i, 
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Ktpag  erepov  fj.ixpov'' 

%to^lu  AaAsv  [uyccXot' 
fEu)$  xaipH  xai  XAipwv  xai ) 

y'c  yfJLKTV  xaipH*  S 
dytttiv,  jtai  !ir%v<ri  Tsrpog 

'jbggtft)  to  Brjptov,  xai  cc7rco- 
Xf/w*  xai  to  a-wpot  av]iS 
ItioQri  fig  xawtiv  zarvpog' 

Ot  Bqovoi  hiQipcaf — xp/- 

TTjpiOV  £Xa9iOS' 

Tig  vtog  ctQpwrts  fpxo^yog, 
X.  T.  A, 


AAAo  Bqpiov. 
Kspaja, — opota  apwoT 
Uoifi  cyiilhcx.  ^yotXu. 
rXrofjux   AaAiSV  jisyaTuc,  xai 
<     @Aa<r(pYifJuxg9    fAaA«  <J$ 

(  ^pCCXMV. 

Myvag  uo-<ra^uKffvJa  due. 

IToAs/aw  Tsro/Jcra/  p7a  T^ 
ay/wy,  xai  vix.r\<rcci  uv]i£g. 

'E7Tto«r9rj  to  Bypiov,   xm  fjJJcc 

t&KrjQr}<rav  oi  $vo  tig  t*jv 
htfjLVYjv  tH  Tsvpog.  (ch.  xix.  20.) 

Kut  hSgv  Bpovvg,  xai  sxa9i<r<xy 
far  atfuv,  xai  xjpi\ut  eSofy 
avjoig, 

Koct  iSuo-iXsuo-av  p7*  tH  Xp/s-tf. 
(chap.  xx.  4.) 


Prom  this  comparison,  it  must  appear,  that  the  Beast  of 
the  Apocalypse  (including  the  second  beast,  the  false 
prophet,  who  is  cotemporary  with  him,  exercises  his 
power,  and  exalts  him  to  universal  worship)  bears  stri- 
king resemblance  to  the  beast  of  Daniel;  to  all  four  of 
them  in  some  respects;  but  more  especially  to  the 
fourth;  which,  like  the  beast  of  the  Apocalypse,  has 
the  same  period  of  continuance  allotted  to  him,  at  the 
end  of  which  he  is  to  be  destroyed  in  like  manner; 
and  the  destruction  of  both  is  followed  by  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Messiah's  reign.  It  will  further  appear, 
by  a  similar  comparison,  that  the  visions  of  the  Apoca- 
lyptic 
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]yptic  beast,  and  of  this  of  the  prophet  Daniel,  have  a 
nearer  resemblance  to  each  other  than  the  two  famous 
visions  of  Daniel  (of  the  beasts  and  of  the  image),  yet 
these  two  visions  of  Daniel,  on  very  satisfactory  grounds, 
and  by  report  of  the  best  ancient  and  modern  com- 
mentators, are  supposed  to  represent  the  same  history* 
The  three  first  beasts  of  Daniel  resemble  those  which 
appear  to  have  been  most  formidable  to  the  ancient 
world;  the  lion,  the  bear,  the  leopard;  and  which 
are  enumerated  as  such  by  Hoseaf ;  but  the  fourth 
beast  is  a  non-descript.  He  was  diverse  from  the  other 
beast;  exceedingly  terrible;  had  iron  teeth,  and  ten 
horns ;  and,  among  the  ten,  one  more  dreadful  than  the 
rest,  which  sprang  up  after  them.  The  beast  of  the 
Apocalypse  is  described  as  possessing  the  most  terrible 
parts  and  properties  of  all  the  beasts  of  Daniel.  He  is 
in  his  general  shape  like  a  leopard ;  uniting  uncommon 
agility  with  ferocious  strength ;  he  has  the  mouth  of 
the  lion  J;  the  paw  of  the  bear  i.  But  his  resemblance 
is  much  nearer  to  the  fourth  beast,  whose  more  dread- 
ful power  he  seems  to  possess.  He  has  his  ten  horns, 
his  ten  kings,  or  kingdoms.  He  has  the  * '  mouth, 
"  speaking  great  things  and  blasphemies, which  is 
seen  upon  the  little  additional  horn  of  the  fourth  beast 
of  Daniel.  To  which  little  horn,  the  second  beast  of 
the  Apocalypse,  (intimately  connected  with  the  first, 
rising  up  after  him  to  exercise  his  power  and  to  in- 
crease his  dominion)  will  be  found  to  bear  strong  resem- 
blance, when  we  proceed  to  consider  them  together,  and 

*  See  particulars  in  Bp.  Newton's  Diss,  on  Prophecy,  vol.  i.  454, 
8vo.    Kett  on  Prophecy,  vol.  i.  p.  3'20,  &c.  4th  ed. 

|  Ch.  xiii.  7,  8.  J  Psalm  xxii.  13 ;  2  Tim.  iv.  17. 

S  1  Sam.  xvii.  34,  38. 

to 
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to  apply  Saint  Paul's  comment  to  them  both.  This  will 
be  clone  in  the  succeeding  section,  where  the  second 
beast  becomes  the  object  of  more  particular  attention. 
It  is  enough  at  present  to  observe,  that  this  resemblance 
will  be  shown.  But  sufficient  evidence  appears,  already, 
to  enable  us  to  conclude,  that  since  the  beasts  of 
Daniel,  and  especially  the  fourth,  bear  strong  resem- 
blance to  the  beast  of  the  Apocalypse;  their  time  of  con- 
tinuance being  the  same,  as  also  their  office  ("  to  make 
"  war  upon  the  Saints,  and  to  overcome  them");  their 
destruction  by  fire,  preceding  and  making  way  for  the 
reign  of  the  Messiah  and  his  Saints;— the  interpretation 
of  one  will  lead  us  nearly  to  that  of  the  other.  Now 
the  four  beasts  of  Daniel  appear  by  Divine  interpreta- 
tion* to  be  four  successive  empires,  established  in 
worldly  power,  administered  with  tyranny  and  oppres- 
sion, and  hostile  to  true  Religion.  And  the  fourth 
empire  is  the  most  cruel,  and  the  most  oppressive  to  the 
Saints;  principally  by  producing  "  the  little  horn,"  a 
power  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  divers  from  the  rest ; 
which,  from  a  slender  beginning,  usurping  the  power 
of  all  the  preceding  empires,  converts  it  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  blasphemous  religion,  and  of  persecution 
for  righteousness'  sake. 

Commentators  seem  generally  agreed,  that  the 
fourth  beast  of  the  prophet  Daniel  represents  the  Ro- 
man empire  f.  This  beast  continued  till  the  times  of 
the  Messiah ;  and  was  the  basis  on  which  the  ten  horns, 

or 

•  Dan.  vii.  17,  23. 

t  See  the  arguments  which  are  weighty,  and  the  authorities  which 
are  of  the  first  antiquity,  clearly  stated  by  Bp.  Newton.  (Dissert,  on 
Pruph.  vol.  i.  p.  451,  &c.  8vo  edit.)  Archbishop  Seeker,  who*  with 
his  usual  accuracy  and  diligence,  had  studied  this  prophecy,  as  ex- 

pounded 
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or  kingdoms,  into  which  the  Roman  power  was  after- 
wards divided,  had  their  foundation.  The  same  horns 
appear  upon  the  Apocalyptical  beast;  denoting  that  he 
belongs  to  the  same  period,  and  indeed  that  he  is  the 
same.  The  difference  which  may  be  found  in  the  de- 
scription of  the  two  beasts,  first  by  Daniel,  secondly 
by  St.  John,  may  perhaps  be  fully  accounted  for,  in 
the  three  following  circumstances :  1.  that  the  descrip- 
tion of  Daniel  was  to  be  accommodated  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  take  in  the  type  contained  in  his  prophecy,  which 
is  supposed  to  be  fulfilled  in  Antiochus  Epiphanes; 
while  that  of  St.  Johu  (the  type  having  been  fulfilled 
before  his  times)  had  to  look  only  to  the  latter  days,  to 
the  later  accomplishment.  2.  That  the  beast  of  the 
Apocalypse,  though  most  like  the  fourth  beast  of 
Darnel,  is  of  a  more  general  universal  character,  bearing 
some  reseinblauce  also  to  the  three  preceding  beasts. 
3.  That  Saint  John's  prophecy,  being  the  latest,  must 
be  expected  (according  to  the  general  tenour  of  Scrip- 
tural propliecy)  to  afford  a  nearer  and  more  exact  view 
of  the  objects  described,  by  revealing  intelligence  not 
yet  communicated.  It  is  sufficient  at  present,  before 
we  have  examined  more  particulars,  and  the  additional 
beast  united  with  him,  to  observe,  that  this  first  beast 
of  the  Apocalypse  appears  to  be  that  worldly  tyrannical 
domination,  which,  for  many  ages,  even  from  the  times 
of  the  Babylonish  captivity,  (for  then  the  first  beast  of 
Daniel  begins  to  oppress,)  had  been  hostile  to  the 
Church;  but  more  especially  under  the  fourth  beast 
of  Daniel,  the  Roman  usurpation,  which,  prior  to  the 

{bounded  by  Joseph  Mede  to  signify  the  Roman  empire,  exclaimed 
with  his  author,  *'  Tantum  non  articulusfoiei !  Wiatle  on  Daniel,  notes, 
f>.  25.    Mede'a  Works,  p.  7  io\ 

accession 
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accession  of  Constantine,  had  afflicted  the  saints  with 
many  bloody  persecutions.  Now,  under  this  beast  of 
the  Apocalypse  (including  his  false  prophet  or  minister), 
we  seem  to  behold  that  same  oppressive  and  persecut- 
ing power  renewed,  and  continued  for  ages,  with  some 
variety  of  exhibition ;  even  through  the  long  period  of 
twelve-huftdred-and-sixty  years,  after  the  Roman  em- 
pire had  become  divided  into  its  ten  horns,  or  king- 
doms. 

Ver.  2.  And  the  dragon  gave  him  his  power;  &c] 
The  dominion  exercised  by  this  beast  is  unjust,  tyrannical, 
oppressive,  diabolical.  It  is  not  a  power  legally  admi- 
nistered, for  the  good  of  the  subject;  for,  such  "  power 
"  is  ordained  of  God  the  magistrate  duly  exercising 
such  a  power,  is  pronounced  to  be  "  a  minister  of  good, 
"  bearing  not  the  sword  in  vain*."  The  Christian 
Religion  gives  a  heavenly  sanction  to  such  lenient  and 
beneficial  power:  but  the  authority  of  the  beast  is 
founded  on  another  sanction ;  on  that  of  the  dragon  or 
satan,  who  converts  legal  government  into  arbitrary 
oppression.  When  the  legislative  and  executive  powers 
act  from  the  impulse  of  worldly  and  diabolical  passions, 
this  dire  usurpation  and  tyranny  will  appear.  But  it  is 
the  work  of  Christianity,  by  introducing  other  motives 
of  government,  to  repress  these  enormities,  and  final \y, 
by  the  intervention  of  Heavenly  aid,  to  extirpate  them. 
Yet,  during  the  long  period  of  1<:60  years,  not  yet 
ended,  the  power  of  the  beast  becomes  more  ferocious 
and  destructive,  by  receiving  the  apparent  sanctions 
of  Religion,  as  the  world  has  experienced  under  the 
papal  and  mahometan  superstitions.  ■ 

Ver.  3.  And  one  of  his  heads,  as  having  been  smit- 
ten unto  death,  and  his  deadly  xvound  was  healed.} 

*  Rqhj  xiii.  1 — *.    1  Tim.  ii.  23. 

The 
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The  beast,  like  the  dragon,  from  whom  he  receives  his 
power,  has  seven  heads ;  which  are  explained  to  be  so 
many  mountains,  or  strong-holds,  the  seats  and  sup* 
ports  of  his  oppressive  dominion  *.  The  dragon,  and 
they  who  held  the  reins  of  worldly  power  under  him, 
had  many  such.  Such  had  been  ancient  Babylon; 
such  was  Rome,  spiritually  called  Babylon -f.  One  of 
these  heads,  or  chief  supports  of  tyrannical  power, 
had  received  a  mortal  wound ;  and  yet,  to  the  surprise 
of  the  world,  and  the  exultation  of  the  wicked,  the  beast 
survives  the  blow. 

During  the  three  first  centuries  of  the  Christian 
times,  the  fourth  beast  of  Daniel,  the  Roman  monar- 
chy, had  violently  persecuted  the  Church.  He  was 
then  in  full  vigour  and  dominion.  And  when  did  he 
seem  to  decline  in  strength  r  when  to  appear  no  longer 
beastly  ?  when  to  remit  his  persecuting  ferocity  ?  when 
to  receive  an  apparent  mortal  wound  ?  At  the  accession 
of  Constantine,  the  first  Christian  emperor;  whose 
laws,  enacted  for  the  establishment,  protection,  and 
propagation  of  the  Christian  Religion,  seemed  at  that 
time  to  have  inflicted  a  mortal  wound  on  the  beast. 
He  was  smitten  on  his  Roman,  his  principal  head ; 
and  his  death  appeared  certain  J.  But  the  Christian 
leaders  seizing,  too  eagerly,  the  power  and  riches  of 
the  world,  and  ensnared  in  the  temptation,  contributed 
most  effectually  to  heal  the  deadly  wound  of  the  beast  ; 
they  restored  him  again  to  life  and  to  power;  to  a 

*  See  note,  ch.  viii.  8.  f  1  Pet.  v.  13. 

;  See  the  opinions  of  those  times  in  Euseb.  Eccl.  Hist.  lib.  x ;  also 
Vit.  Constant,  lib.  ii.  cap.  xix.  xlii.  xlvi,  &c. ;  where,  upon  the  death  of 
the  dragon,  (for  so  Maximin  and  Maxentius  and  the  foes  of  the  Church 
are  called,)  a  long  peace  and  virtuous  enjoyment  b  promised  to  Chris- 
tians. 

power 
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power  tenfold  more  dangerous  than  before,  when  a 
corrupt  administration  of  civil  tyranny  began  to  be 
supported  and  abetted  by  ecclesiastical  authority. 
Under  which  new  form,  he  became  an  object  of 
wonder,  and  of  worship  to  the  deluded  inhabitants 
of  the  world.  But  this  effect  will  be  considered  more 
at  large,  when  we  have  taken  the  additional  beast, 
called  the  false  prophet,  into  view.  It  will  be  useful 
at  this  time  to  compare  the  deadly  wound  of  the  beast 
in  this  passage  (which  wound  turns  out  to  be  not 
deadly)  with  his  existence,  and  his  non-existence,  both 
predicated  of  him  at  the  same  period,  in  ch.  xvii. 

Chapter  xiii.  Chapter  xvii. 

3.  Koci  fiiotv  Ik  tuv  KE$a\uv  8.  To  Br^iov,  o  sihg,      xai  hk 

avjts  cJf  sa^PocyfMSvov  sig  Bavar  £5"*, — — —  KCtt  BocVLLafrovJott 

tov'  Kott  >?  Tsr^yyi  t£  BavocjiS  ol  KuJoixSvjsf  l%i  Tvj$  yvjt, 

av]£  i9(paw$vGYi'  Kott  iQccv-  cvv  a  ysy$oc7r]ai  roc  ovo^ck 


There  is  manifest  resemblance  in  the  two  passages. 
The  persons,  who  admire  and  worship  the  beast,  are  the 
same;  "  they  who  dwell  on  earth,"  the  whole  earth,  or 
that  part  whose  names  are  not  written  in  the  book  of 
life: — and  the  object  of  admiration  is  the  same,  namely 
the  beast,  who  in  the  notes,  ch.  xvii,  is  shewn  to  be 
the  same.  And  the  cause  of  admiration  is  at  least 
nearly  the  same.    In  the  one,  the  beast  receives  a  deadly 

•  There  are  these  three  readings,  see  note  to  ch.  xvii.  8. 


I  I 
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blow,  yet  does  not  die;  in  the  other,  he  was,  and  i» 
not,  and  yet  he  is,  or  shall  be  again*. 

Ver.  4.  And  they  worshipped  the  dragon,  because  he 
had  given  the  power  to  the  beast ;  and  they  worshipped 
the  beast.]    The  beast  succeeds  to  the  dragon,  who,  in 
verse  2,  gives  him  "  his  power,  and  his  throne,  and 
"  great  authority/'    Accordingly,  he  promotes  the 
interests  of  his  master,  and  the  worship  of  him  in  the 
world.    This  beast  is  j(  iucd  by  another  beast,  whom 
we  shall  proceed  to  consider ;  and  by  the  ministry  of 
the  latter  beast,  not  only  the  dragon,  but  the  first 
beast  also,  becomes  an  object  of  worship  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  earth.    To  worship  the  dragon,  i.  e.  the 
devil,  is  to  do  what  our  Lord  refused,  when  satan  tempted 
him  with  the  offer  of  worldly  greatness;  when,  shewing 
to  him  "  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  the  glory 
"  of  them ;  all  these  tilings,"  saith  he,  M  will  I  give 
"  thee,  if  thou  wilt  fall  down  and  worship  mef."  Who- 
ever, to  attain  worldly  eminence,  relinquishes  his  trust 
in  God,  and  deviates  from  the  path  of  the  Divine  laws, 
withdraws  his  allegiance  from  God,  andtranfers  it  unto 
the  devil. — And  this  allegiance  may  also  be  transferred  to 
the  agents  of  the  devil ;  to  the  powers  of  this  world,  who 
promote  his  infernal  interests  in  opposition  to  that 
heavenly  kingdom,  which  we  daily  pray  for,  and  which 
we  are  bound  daily  to  promote. 

Ib.  Who  is  like  unto  the  beast?  who  is  able  to  make 
war  with  him  ?]  The  battle  to  be  fought  with  the 
beast,  who  proclaims  and  enforces  idolatry,  is  of  a  spi- 
ritual nature  |.  They  who,  giving  up  their  faith  in 
God,  worship  after  the  ordinances  of  the  beast,  are 

•  See  more  on  this  subject,  in  notes,  cb.  xvii.  8. 
f  Matt.  iv.  8, 9.  ♦  See  note,  ch.  ii.  7. 
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overcome  by  him :  but  every  faithful  Christian,  who 
adheres  41  to  the  word  of  the  Testimony,  loving  not  his 
"  life,  even  unto  death,  overcomes  him  by  the  blood 
u  of  the  Lamb*  " 

Ver.  5.  Blasphemies.]  These  shall  be  considered 
when  we  take  into  view  the  assistant  beast  and  false  pro- 
phet, who  enabled  the  first  beast  to  blaspheme  to  the 
utmost  excess.    See  note  below,  cb.  xiii.  5.  6.  7- 

lb.  Power  [to  continue  in  action]  forty- two  months.] 
n«iM«M,  applied  to  time,  signifies  to  continue;  as  in  Acts 
xv.  33;  xx.  3;  to  continue,  during  this  period,  in  his 
evil  practices  against  the  Church. 

This  being  the  last  time  in  which  the  period  of 
forty-two  months  is  mentioned,  presents  us  with  the 
proper  occasion  for  taking  it  into  more  minute  consi- 
deration, together  with  the  other  concurrent  periods  of 
the  same  duration. 

There  are  three  of  these  periods  mentioned  in  the 
Apocalypse;  and  it  has  been  already  shewn  that  they 
contain  the  same  duration  of  timej.  This  will  appear 
still  more  evident,  by  the  following  scheme: 


I.  A  time,  and  times, 
and  dividing  of  time. 

xojfg.    Rev.  xii.  14. 

Em?  v.aife  v.xt  xa/fwv  xtti  yt 
riuev  m«<?«.    Dan.  vii.  25,  , 


i 


-a.  During  this  period,  the 
Saints,  or  times  and  laws, 
are  given  into  the  hand 
of  the  little  horn,  or  king, 
rising  after  the  ten  kings. 
Dan.  vii.  25.  xiii.  7. 
b.  The  woman  is  nourished 
in  the  wilderness  from  the 
presence  of  the  serpent. 
Rev.  xii.  14. 


•  Ch.  xii.  11. 


t  See  note,  ch.  xi.  2. 
I  I  2  II.  Forty- 
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c.  The  Gentiles  tread  the 
holy  city.     Rev.  xi.  2. 

II.  Forty-two  months.  >  J     Luke  xxi.  24. 
Mvjvac  tw*5*xov1*  Svo.     )  [  </.  The  beast  continues  to  act 

against  the  saints.  Rev. 
xiu.  5. 

„„  _    .       ,     ,    ,    fe.  The  witnesses  prophecy  in 

III.  Twelve    hundred,  £/xi  , 

and  ..xty  days  I    ^  wQman  b  B<mAhed 

•ftMpc         W«c  ^    ,    in  the  wilderness.  Rev, 

L    lit.  6\ 

Now  if  we  compare  a  and  </  together,  they  will  be 
found  to  relate  the  same  history ;  therefore  the  periods 
contained  under  L  and  II.  appear  to  be  the  same. 
Again  compare  b  with  f ;  they  are  the  same  history ; 
therefore  I.  and  III.  are  the  same  periods.  But  L 
which  thus  appears  to  be  the  same  with  III.,  has  been 
seen  also  to  be  the  same  with  II. ;  therefore  all  three 
periods  are  the  same.  Thus  these  three  prophetic 
periods  are  of  the  same  length  or  duration  :  they  mea- 
sure the  same  quantity  of  time.  But  another  question 
will  arise;  whether  they  measure  the  same  identical 
period:  for,  although  allowed  to  measure  the  same 
quantity  of  time,  they  may  possibly  succeed  each 
other;  or  if  they  be  eotemporary  in  some  parts,  yet  it 
may  not  appear  that  they  quadrate  and  agree  in  all: 
iheir  beginnings  and  their  endings  may  not  be  at  the 
same  points.    Now  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  shew 

that  all  these  periods,  I.        II.  j*  lll'\ft  liave  some 

common  coincidence;  they  are  all  contained  under 
the  sixth  Trumpet,  a  and  d  exhibit  the  same  history, 
told  by  different  prophets,  viz.  that  of  the  antichris- 

tian 
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tian  oppressor  expected  to  arise  out  of  the  Roman 
empire,  after  its  division  into  ten  kingdoms,  b  and f 
contain  the  same  history, — the  nourishment  of  the 
woman  in  the  wilderness,  which,  for  a  particular  reason, 
is  repeated*.  But  the  beast,  represented  in  a  and  d, 
receives  his  power  from  the  dragon  f,  who  is  certainly- 
described  as  cotemporary  with  the  woman ;  and  makes 
war  against  her  seed,  the  seed  of  the  woman  in  the 
wilderness,  the  saints.  Therefore  a  and  </,  and  b  andj^ 
contain  histories,  some  parts  of  which  at  least  are  of 
the  same  period.  Again ;  any  one,  who  reads  ch.  xi.  2, 
3,  with  attention,  must  perceive  that  c  and  e  are  pur- 
posely brought  together,  in  order  to  shew  that  they 
contain  the  same  period,  but  c,  in  some  of  its  parts,  is 
certainly  cotemporary  with  a  and  d;  with  the  times 
of  the  beast.  For  the  beast  of  a  and  d  slays  the  wit- 
nesses of  e.  And  thus  all  of  them  appear  to  co tem- 
porize in  some  parts  of  their  course.  But,  that  they 
agree  and  coincide  in  all  their  points ;  that  they  syn- 
chronize, as  Mede  expresses  it,  in  every  part  of  their 
periods,  so  as  to  have  the  same  beginning,  middle,  and 
end,  will  not  be  so  easily  admitted. 

But,  to  render  this  examination  less  difficult,  we 
may  begin  with  reducing  the  six  periods  to  four.  For, 
(K)  a  and  d  may  safely  be  pronounced  to  be  the  self- 
same period ;  viz.  the  time  during  which  the  antichris- 
tian  oppressor  is  permitted  to  act  against  the  saints. 
The  history  is  the  same,  but  given  in  different  expres- 
sion, yet  amounting  to  the  same  duration,  by  two  dif- 
ferent prophets  J.  (2.)  b  and  f  evidently  set  forth  the 
same  history  and  time;  viz.  the  nourishment  of  the 

•  Sec  note,  ch.  xii.  14.  +  Ch.  xiii.  2,  5. 

I  The  forty-two  months  of  Saint  John  are  exactly  equal  to  three 
years  and  an  half,  the  time,  and  times,  and  half  a  time,  of  Daniel.  See 
note,  ch.  xi,  2.  xii.  1*. 

woman 
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woman  in  the  wilderness.  We  are  therefore  enabled  to 
reduce  the  siv  periods  to  four:  —  1.  the  period  of  the 
continuance  of  the  beast;  a  and  d:  —  2.  that  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  woman  in  the  wilderness;  b  and  f :  —  3. 
that  of  the  Gentiles  continuing  to  tread  the  holy  city ; 
c  :  —  4.  that  of  the  witnesses  continuing  to  prophesy  iii 
sackcloth  ;  e. 

This  is  what  Joseph  Mede  has  intitlcd,  nobilis  iste 
quaternio  vaticiniorura,  ajqualibus  temporum  intervallis 
insignium*;  whose  periods  he  has  endeavoured  to 
exhibit  as  synchronising  in  all  their  parts.    His  first 
attempt  is  to  shew  the  synchronism  of  the  time  of  the 
beast,  (a,  b,)  with  that  of  the  woman  in  the  wilderness, 
(b,f)  upon  this  ground,  that  their  times  begin  together, 
and  consequently  must  run  together  throughout.  But 
the  proof  of  their  beginning  together  does  not  appear 
free  from  objection.    They  begin  together,  says  he, 
from  one  and  the  same  point  of  time ;  namely,  when  the 
dragon  is  overcome  and  cast  down  to  the  earth.  Now, 
if  this  be  the  point  of  time,  from  which  the  sojournment 
of  the  woman  in  the  wilderness  is  to  be  dated,  yet  it  can 
scarcely  be  that  of  the  commencement  of  the  beasts 
reign.    For  there  is  an  interval,  full  of  action,  between 
the  fall  of  the  dragon  and  the  rise  of  the  beast; 
namely,  that  in  which  the  dragon  pursues  the  woman, 
casting  after  her  torrents  of  water:  and  it  is  not  till 
after  he  has  in  vain  tried  this  method  of  destroying  her, 
that,  enraged  at  his  disappointment,  he  raises  up  the 
beast  to  war  against  the  rest  of  her  offspring  f.  That 
the  beast  and  the  woman  are  cotemporary  in  some 
parts  of  their  periods,  is  very  probable;  and  it  is  pro- 
bable likewise,  that  their  beginnings  are  not  far  distant 

•  Claw  Apoc.  p.  419.        +  See  ch.  jtii.  13—1/  ;  and  ch.  xiii.  1. 

from 


Digitized  by  Go 


Ch.  xiii.  1 — 11.]  APOCALYPSE.  343 

from  each  other, -so  that  from  what  has  hitherto  ap 
peared,  they  mag  be  the  same : — but  this  has  not  yet 
seemed  to  admit  of  complete  demonstration. 

The  synchronism  of  the  beast  with  the  prophecy  of 
the  witnesses  seems  likewise  defective  in  proof.  These, 
says  Mede,  are  both  brought  down  to  the  same  period 
of  consummation,  at  the  end  of  the  sixth  Trumpet., 
But,  if  the  period  of  the  witnesses  be  allowed  to  end 
with  the  sixth  Trumpet,  it  is  otherwise  with  the  period 
of  the  beast,  whose  warfare  against  the  Church  is  par- 
ticularly described  under  the  seventh  Trumpet;  when, 
together  with  the  false  prophet,  he  is  taken  and  slain  *. 
Besides,  nothing  is  more  manifest,  than  that  the  beast 
docs  not  come  to  his  end  at  the  same  time  with  the 
witnesses;  for  the  witnesses  are  slain  by  him;  and 
when  they  are  slain,  they  finish  their  prophetical  office  ; 
as  is  expressly  declared  in  ch.  xi.  7.  Add  to  this, 
that  the  earthquake  and  fall  of  one  tenth  of  the  city, 
which  concludes  the  prophecy  of  the  witnesses,  and 
also  the  sixth  Trumpet  f,  cannot  be  the  same  with  the 
great  slaughter  and  total  victory  under  the  seventh 
Trumpet %\  when  the  beast  is  destroyed.  The  syn- 
chronism therefore  is  defective  of  proof  §. 

The 

*  Ch.  xix.  19.  i  Ch.  xi.  J  Ch.  xix. 

§  This  attempt  of  the  ingenious  author  of  the  Clavis  Apocalyptica 
to  synchronize  these  periods,  seems  tome  conclusive  in  very  few  stages 
of  it.  lie  appears  to  approach  near  to  the  truth,  in  many  instances4 
but  the  proofs  are  not  positive  and  satisfactory.  The  prophecies  do 
not  seem  to  supply  the  means  of  that  strict  demonstration,  which  he 
has  attempted:  and,  one  proof  failing  (as  we  have  seen  in  these  firs^ 
propositions),  that  which  is  built  upon  it  must  fail  also.  There  is  one 
passage  in  this  able  divine's  commentary,  from  which  it  may  be  collect- 
ed that  he  did  not  always  conclude  the  termination  of  the  beast's  career 
to  be  exactly  synchronal  with  the  termination  of  the  prophecy  of  the- 
witnesses.  He  plainly  asserts  the  one  to  belong  to  the  sixth,  the  other 
to  the  seventh  Trumpet.    (See  his  Works,  pageB  4p0,  ±91.)    And  his 

method 
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The  four  grand  apocalyptic  periods  are  involved  very 
much  together,  and  before  the  final  completion  of  them 
all  has  taken  place,  it  may  not  be  in  the  power  of  man 
to  settle  the  times  when  each  of  them  had  its  com- 
mencement. But,  for  the  reasons  above  assigned,  I  am 
inclined  to  conjecture  that  the  period  of  the  beast  may 
be  found  to  derive  its  beginning  somewhat  later  than 
that  of  the  woman  in  the  wilderness ;  and  to  receive  ita 
termination  somewhat  later  than  that  of  the  witnesses. 
His  times  seem  rather  later  than  either  of  theirs.  And 
it  may  perhaps  be  found,  that  those  of  the  woman  and 
of  the  witnesses  are  the  same ;  with  which  the  other 
remaining  period,  that  of  the  Gentiles  treading  the 
holy  city,  seems  also  to  accord.  Commentators  seem 
to  have  been  too  adventurous  in  fixing  the  exact  com- 
mencement of  these  periods,  which  appear  to  be  in- 
volved in  a  purposed  obscurity,  which  the  event  only 
can  clear.  But  it  may  be  probable,  that  the  1260  years 
of  the  Gentiles;  of  the  woman  in  the  wilderness,  and 
of  the  witnesses;  will  come  to  their  conclusion,  before 
the  antichristian  reign  of  the  beast  is  seen  finally  to 
cease.  And  this  is  all  that  I  dare  advance  concerning 
prophecies  which  are  yet  fulfilling. 

Verses  5,  6,  7.  And  there  was  given  to  him  a  mouth 
speaking  great  things  and  blasphemies ;  Sec]  It  will 
be  useful  to  observe,  that  in  Daniel  vii.  8.  20.  25,  the 
fourth,  or  Roman  beast,  does  not  obtain  "  his  mouth 
*'  speaking  great  things,"  (they  are  the  very  same  words 
used  by  both  prophets,)  nor  open  his  mouth  for  blas- 
phemy, until  he  has  produced  the  little  horn,  that  is, 
after  he  has  produced  the  ten  kings.    So  in  the  Apo- 

• 

method  of  solving  this  difficulty,  must  be  thought  defective:  for,  surely, 
the  eud  of  the  beast  is  his  final  confinement  in  the  lake  of  fire,  ch.  xix. 
20,  and  not  his  imagined  expulsion  from  the  city  of  Rome. 

calypse, 
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calvpse,  it  is  not  in  the  first  period  of  the  beast's  pro- 
gress that  he  exalts  himself  so  superbly,  and  becomes 
an  object  of  worship.  This  exaltation  is  accomplish- 
ed for  him  by  the  intervention  of  the  second  beast,  his 
minister  in  iniquity,  whose  office  and  actions  are  de- 
scribed in  the  subsequent  part  of  this  chapter.  But  in 
this  description  of  the  first  beast,  ch.  xiii.  1—9,  we 
may  discriminate  his  gradual  progress ;  1.  under  verses 
1  &  2,  the  Roman  tyranny  under  its  pagan  persecuting 
emperors,  to  whom  the  apostate  Christians  literally 
offered  incense :  — 2  *.  his  wound  at  the  accession  of 
Constantine: — 3.  his  recovery,and  the  great  admiration 
of  him  in  his  new  form: — 4.  his  additional  power  and 
increased  dominion,  when,  after  his  division  into  ten 
kingdoms,  the  little  horn  of  Daniel,  the  false  prophet, 
springs  up  in  him;  when  the  harlot  directs  thereinsf. 
The  period  of  1260  years  seems  to  be  that  of  his  renew- 
ed life,  and  of  his  increased  dominion,  displayed  in 
verses  5,  6,  7.  ["  They  who  dwell  in  Heaven,*1]  are 
not  only  the  heavenly  inhabitants,  literally  speaking, 
but  the  faithful  Christians  on  earth,  whose  "  conversa- 
"  tion  is  in  Heaven;*'  whose  "  building"  and  home  are 
there;  who  account  themselves  "strangers  and  pil- 
M  grin  is  upon  earth  J." 

Ver.  8.  Book  of  Life.]    See  note,  ch.  iii.  5. 

Ver.  9.  Jf  any  one  have  an  ear;  &c]  See  note, 
fih.  iu  7. 

Ver.  10.  If  any  one  leadeth  into  captivity;  &c] 
After  the  fearful  picture  exhibited  of  the  victorious 
power  of  the  beast,  a  comfort  is  derived  from  these 

•  Ver.  3.  f  Ch.  xvii. 

X  Heb.  xi.  9.  13.  Eph.  ii.  G\  19.  l  Pet.  i.  17.  They  are  opposed 
to  "  those  who  inhabit  the  earth/*  and  who  are  said  to  worship  the 
beast,  ch.  xiii.  3.  9.  xvii.  8. 

words ; 
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words ;  which  contain  an  assurance  from  the  Almighty, 
that  the  wicked  shall  not  finally  prosper.  The  cause 
of  iniquity  sometimes  flourishes  during  a  long  period, 
and  under  various  instruments:  but  the  individuals 
employed  to  promote  its  reign,  have  no  lusting  enjoy- 
ment or  prosperity.  They  suffer  in  their  turn  the  evils 
which  they  introduce,  and  inflict  on  others.  This  great 
truth  in  the  providential  government  of  God,  is  exem- 
plified by  Dr.  Jortin,  in  the  sufferings  and  deaths  of 
the  most  noted  persecutors  *.  We  have  seen  it  exempli- 
fied in  our  own  times,  during  the  progress  of  the 
French  Revolution.  The  individuals  who  chiefly  dis- 
tinguished themselves  in  overturning  legal  government 
and  promoting  persecution,  oppression,  a  beastly  do- 
mination, and  the  overthrow  of  Christiauity,  have  en- 
joyed but  a  precarious  and  short-lived  power.  We 
have  seen  most  of  them  cut  off  in  the  midst  of  their 
ambitious  career,  or  consigned  to  misery  in  a  distant 
wretched  colony. 

The  saints  must  be  patient;  the  great  clay  of  re- 
compense will  surely  comef. — "  Fear  not,  little  flock; 
"  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleasure  to  give  you  the 
"kingdom J."  And  it  is  the  office  of  the  Messiah 
"  to  lead  captivity  captive 

•  Remarks  on  Eccl.  Iliat.  vol  iii.  pp.  2±6—3Z-2.  t  Heb-  x.  36. 
t  Luke  sil  32.  ^  Psalm  Ixviii.  18.  Eph.  iv.  8, 


t 
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PART  IV. 


SECTION  IV. 


The  Beast  from  the  Land,  or  false  Prophet. 


chap.  xiii.  ver.  11 — to  the  end. 


11  Km    t3ftf  aXAfl 

ft.       '         »      ^    a.  I 

-J»!f(Oy  «KtjUidM*W  «X 

tjjj-  yif,  xau 

Xffxls     dl/0  Ofxoia 

etftiu'  k,  kXaXti  ms 


>t^  TVS 


TO  ZJ^u- 


1 3  air  a.    K*i  tao«r 

tSi'f  wo«y  xatla- 
f ow'it/K  Jx  T«  «f*»3 
•M  Tr,»  7^»,  i > Otti' * 

1 4  Til*  arQpuirvt.  Ktxi 

xh»7«  Ivi  ttIj  y* 

d.*   TtX    OHfUIX,  a 

>j'yw»  ToTf  xalojxtf"- 
c<»  iir»  nT*  y-ns, 
tntv&u  ilxew  T* 


11  And  I  beheld  another 
wild-beast,  coming  up 
out  of  the  land.  And 
be  had  two  horns  like 
a  Lamb,  and  he  spake 

12  as  a  dragon.  And  he 
exercisetu  all  the  pow- 
er of  the  first  beast 
before  him;  and  cau- 
seth  the  earth,  and 
those  who  dwell  there- 
in, to  worship  the 
first  beast,  whose 
deadly    wound  was 

13  healed.  Andhedoeth 
great  wonders ;  so  that 
he  even  maketh  fire  to 
come  down  from  hea- 
ven, upon  the  earth, 

14  before  men.  And  he 
deceiveth  those  who 
dwell  upon  the  earth, 
by  the  wonders  which 
were  given  him  to  do 
before  the  beast ;  say- 
ing to  those  who  dwell 
on  the  earth,  to  make 
an  image  to  the  beast, 
who  hath  the  wound 
of  the  sword,  and  did 

lo  live.  And  it  was  given 


11  And  I  beheld  another 
beast  coming  up  out 
of  the  earth,  and  he 
had  two  horns  like  a 
lamb,  and  he  spake  as 

12adragon.  Andhcex- 
erciseth  all  the  power 
of  the  first  beast  before 
him,  and  causeth  the 
earth,  and  them  which 
dwell  therein,  to  wor- 
ship the  first  beast, 
whose  deadly  wound 

13  was  healed.  And  he 
doeth  great  wonders, 
so  that  he  maketh  fire 
come  down  from  hea- 
ven on  the  earth,  in 

14  the  light  of  men.  And 
deceiveth  them  that 
dwell  on  the  earth,  by 
the  means  of  those  mi- 
racles which  he  had 
power  to  do  in  the 
sight  of  the  beast,  say- 
ing to  them  that  dwell 
on  the  earih,  that  ihey 
should  make  an  image 
to  the  beast  which  had 
the  wound  by  a  sword, 

15  and  did  live.  And  he 
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*   «    *  '        J     •  * 
<,  >  »>.nrtj   1|  HKVT 

6944  a*  />.»)  wpoaxv- 
t-jxan  rr.t  itx&va  TH 
C»if  i'v ,  !r»  awoxfatr- 

1 6  §Zi7t*    Km  zooaT 

rttf  mkix^t  *«' 

T*S  thlvdifMi  xxi 
Ttst  ,  i>  x  '6  La  it 

auras  yjx?x~iJ.x  iwl 

rut  ptianrxi  airvt, 

17  K*i  Sm  Tir 

to  v*cfA.a  ra  v*»f<*j, 
v  ro»  xgiQfjLt)*-  Ttf 
1  8  i.ifxx'ki  xCtk 
«<70^«x  :>-<»'  o  i 

«   »      »  ♦    '  * 


APOCALYPSE. 

fcim  to  give  life  unto 
the  image  of  the  beast, 
that  the  image  of  the 
beast  should  even 
speak ;  and  he  should 
cause  that  as  many  as 
should  not  worship 
the  image  of  the  beast 

16  should  be  slain.  And 
lie  causeth  all,  both 
the  small  and  the 
great,  and  the  rich 
and  the  poor,  and  the 
freemen  and  the  slaves, 
that  they  should  give 
them  a  mark  upon 
their  right  hands,  or 
upon  their  foreheads. 

17  [And]  that  no  one 
might  be  able  to  buy 
or  sell,  but  he  who 
hath  the  mark,  the 
name  of  the  beast,  or 
the    number    of  his 

18  name.  Herein  is  the 
wisdom  ;  let  him  that 
hath  understanding, 
calculate  the  num- 
ber of  the  beast:  for 
it  is  a  number  of  a 
man  ;  and  his  number 
is  6*66. 


[Pt.  IV.  S  4. 

had  power  to  give  life 
unto  the  image  of  the 
beast,  that  the  image 
of  the  beast  should 
both  speak,  and  cause 
that  as  many  as  would 
not  worship  the  image 
of  the  beast,  should  be 

16*  killed.  And  he  cau- 
seth all,  both  small 
and  great,  rich  and 
poor,  free  and  bond, 
to  receive  a  mark  in 
their  right  hand,  or  in 

17  their  foreheads  :  And 
that  no  man  might  buy 
or  sell,  save  he  that 
had  the  mark,  or  the 
name  of  the  beast,  or 
the    number   of  his 

IS  name.  Here  is  wis- 
dom. Ijet  him  that 
hath  understanding, 
count  the  number  of 
the  beast:  for  it  is  the 
number  of  a  man;  and 
his  number  is  six  hun- 
dred threescore  and 
six. 


Vcr.  11.  Another  xvild  beast— out  of  the  land.] 
'H  yv[t  the  land*,  in  opposition  to  $  3«x«<™-«,  theses, 
signifies  the  Israel;  the  peculiar  people  of  God;  the 


#  See  note,  cb.  viii.  7. 
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Jews,  so  long  as  they  continued  such;  but,  after  the 
Divine  rejection  of  them,  the  Gentiles;  who  now, 
during  the  126*0  years,  tread  the  courts  of  the  Lord's 
Temple*.  This  beast  therefore  ariseth  from  among 
the  professed  Christians.  He  is  of  the  kind  foretold 
by  St.  Paul ;  "  grievous  wolves,  not  sparing  the  flock ; 
"  also  of  your  ownselves  shall  men  arise,  speaking  per- 
"  verse  things ;"  &c.  f  Thus  also  Saint  John  describes 
antichrist  f'£  >i/x«v— «aa'  oux  1%  fauv : — he  is  a  Christian 
in  pretence,  but  in  fact  an  enemy  to  the  faith  J:  and 
he  propagates  new  doctrines,  and  seduces  or  forces 
others  from  the  ancient  faith  §.  This  is  the  spirit  of 
antichrist  which  began  to  shew  itself  even  in  St.  Johns 
days,  but  was  to  be  manifested  in  full  growth  at  that 
later  period,  which  seems  foretold  in  this  passage  of  the 
Apocalypse. 

Ib.  He  had  txvo  horns  like  a  lamb,  and  he  spake  as 
a  dragon,]  Horns  signify  power,  and  two  horns  two 
branches,  into  which  that  power  is  divided  ||.  They 
are  of  the  same  beast;  a  power  of  the  same  kind  ;  but 
exercised  in  two  separate  divisions  or  kingdoms.  They 
arc  made  to  appear  like  the  horns  of  a  lamb,  profess- 
ing to  be  that  spiritual  power  which  belongs  to  the 
Lamb,  and  is  peculiar  to  his  kingdom  ;  to  the  kingdom 
of  Christ  They  are,  in  short,  ecclesiastical  porters. 
But  though  their  outward  seeming  be  such,  not  such 
is  their  reality.  This  beast  is  no  lamb, — he  is  the  very 
wolf  in  sheep's  clothing,  foretold  by  our  Lord«[;  after 
which  passage  the  venerable  Ignatius  calls  false  prophets 
and  deceivers  in  the  Church  Auxe<  aliened.    This  beast 

•  See  notes,  cb.  ii.  9;  vii.  4;  xi.  1. 

t  Acts  xx.  89,  30.    Phil.  in.  2.  ;  1  John  ii.  18,  19. 

§  1  John  ii.  24,  25,  20' ;  iv.  2,  &c.  2  John  6\  7. 

||  See  note,  ch.  v  6;  xvii.  12.       U  -Mutt.  vii.  15.  xiii.  22. 

is 
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is  by  Saint  John  styled  the  false  prophet*;  and  the 
ancient  Fathers  universally  understood  him  to  be  the 
leader  of  the  great  antichristian  apostacy  f.  He  puts  on 
the  garb  and  outward  appearance  of  a  pure  servant  of 
God :  but  when  he  speaks  and  brings  to  light  his  doc- 
trine and  his  decrees,  the  difference  becomes  manifest. 
Our  Lord  "  spake  as  never  man  spake,"  with  divine 
energy  united  to  geutleness  and  tender  affection ;  he 
spake  "  comfortably  to  his  Jerusalem."  Not  so  this 
ecclesiastical  wild-beast ; — like  the  voice  of  the  little 
horn  in  Daniel  J,  his  voice  is  blasphemous ;  it  is  exalted 
"  against  the  Lord,  and  against  his  Anointed." — It  is 
of  his  predecessor  the  dragon. — "  Ye,"  says  our  Lord 
to  the  Jewish  hypocrites,  "  are  of  your  fatlier  the  devil 

Ver.  12.  And  he  exerciseth  all  the  power  of  the 
first  beast;  &c]  This  second  beast,  the  ecclesiastical 
power,  divided  into  two  branches,  exerciseth  all  the 
power  of  the  first  beast;  that  power  which  has  been 
already  described  as  given  to  him  by  the  dragon,  with 
whose  voice  he  speaks.  But  this,  as  M  as  before  ob- 
served ||,  is  not  in  the  early  times  of  the  beast  s  power ; 
not  during  the  pagan  Roman  empire;  but  after  he 
had  received  his  deadly  wound ;  which  mark  of  his 
chronology  is  twice  repeated^".  The  power  which  he 
receives  from  the  dragon,  and  exercises  under  the  first 
beast,  whose  armour- bearer  he  is  therefore  called  by 
Irenaeus**,  has  already  been  described.    It  is  a  power 

*  Ch.  xvi.  13  ;  xix.  20;  xx.  10. 

t  Irenacus,  lib.  v.  25.  Augustin.  Horn.  ii.  in  Apocal.  In  the 
Svnops.  S.  S.  attributed  to  Athanasius,  a  kind  of  abstract  is  given  of 
the  Apocalypse :  and  in  this  the  second  beast  is  called  the  anti-christ, 
«■  n>  o  A»1';cf<fof,  which  seems  to  have  been  the  prevailing  notion  with 
the  Fathers.  J  Dan.  vii.  20.   Ch.  xiii.  4,  5. 

§  John  viiL  44.  [{  Note,  ch.  xiii.  5,  6,  7 

f  Ver.  12.  &  11.        **  Adv.  Hxr.  lib.  v.  cap.  28. 

of 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chap.  xiii.  1 1 — 18.]       apocalypse.  351 

of  great  extent  * ;  opposed  against  God,  and  true 
Religion  f;  idolatrous  and  tyrannical  J.  Being  a 
false  prophet  §,  he  possesses  himself  of  an  ecclesiastical 
authority,  and  adds  the  influence,  with  which  the  sanc- 
tions of  Religion  seem  to  invest  him,  to  the  civil  power 
which  he  obtains  and  exercises  under  the  Roman  beast. 
Thus  armed  with  twofold  authority,  he  employs  it  in 
the  support  of  the  power  which  he  has  obtained ;  and  to 
secure  reverence  and  obedience  to  that  power,  he  sets 
it  up  as  sacred. 

Ver.  13.  And  he  doeth  great  wonders ;  Sec]  The 
opposers  of  Moses,  the  servant  of  God,  performed  lying 
xeonders  in  ^Egypt  (.  This  false  prophet  endeavours  to 
personate  the  servants  of  God,  and,  like  them,  to  per- 
form miracles ;  like  Moses  and  Elijah,  to  11  draw  down 
"  fire  from  heaven  in  the  sight  of  men."  He  is  suc- 
cessful in  the  delusion,  and  is  generally  received  as  a 
prophet  of  God.  Under  the  sanction  of  Religion,  he 
establishes  an  oppressive  domination,  hostile  to  true  Re- 
ligion ;  and  which  true  Religion  is  calculated  to  de- 
stroy. 

Ver.  34.  It  is  the  image  and  resemblance  of  the 
ancient  tyranny,  in  the  times  of  the  Caesars,  by  which 
those,  suspected  to  be  Christians,  were  required,  at  the 
penalty  of  their  lives,  to  offer  incense  to  the  pagan 
emperors.  By  investing  this  tyrannical  usurpation  with 
the  sanctions  of  sacred  authority,  he  renders  it  the  ob- 
ject of  the  world's  foolish  idolatry.  And  where  obedi- 
ence and  worship  are  refused,  they  are  then  enforced 
by  terror  and  by  arms.  Ail  orders  and  degrees  of  men 
Hre  enrolled,  and  marked  as  slaves  of  this  tyranny 

The 

•  Ver.  7,  8.        +  Ver.  5,  6.  I  Ver.  4. 

$  Ch.  xvi  3.         |i  Exod.  vii.  12,  22. 

fl"  The  custom  of  receiving  marks  on  the  forehead  and  right  hand, 

as 
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To  those  who  withhold  the  decreed  worship  and  obedi- 
ence, the  common  privileges  of  life  are  denied ;  they 
are  oppressed,  persecuted,  and  slain.  The  ancient  Ro- 
man tyranny  denied  to  persons,  suspected  to  be  Chris- 
tians, the  privilege  of  buying  and  selling,  unless  they 
woukl  sacrifice  to  idols  *.  This  revived  tyranny,  the 
living  image  of  the  old  one,  does  the  same. 

The  future  existence  and  success  of  such  an  hypo- 
critical, blasphemous,  and  cruel  power,  has  been  fore- 
told in  other  passages  of  Scripture.  The  little  horn  of 
Daniel  came  up  like  this,  upon  the  former  beast,  upon 
the  old-established  civil  power  ;  came  rooting  up  other 
branches  of  this  power,  to  make  way  for  his  own  domi- 
nation. He  is  "  divers  from  the  other  horns he  is 
not  merely  a  civil  power;  "  he  has  eyes,  as  the  eyes  of 
M  a  man,"  and  "  a  mouth  speaking  great  things;"  and 
"  he  wears  out  the  Saints  of  the  Most  High,"  who  are 
given  into  his  hand  during  the  very  same  period  of 
time  which  is  assigned  to  the  first  beast  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse, all  whose  power  is  exercised  by  this  second  beast  f. 

as  badges  of  servitude,  is  very  ancient.  Moses  seems  to  allude  to  it  in 
Dcut.  vi.  8.  Such  a  mark  was  inflicted  on  the  conquered  Jews  by 
Ptolemy  Philadelphus.  (Maccabees.)  Irenaus  relates,  that  the  Gnostics 
were  accustomed  thus  to  mark  their  disciples.  Both  believers  and 
infidels,  according  to  the  koran  of  Mahomet,  are  to  be  marked  respec- 
tively on  their  faces,  previous  to  the  last  day.  (Sale's  Koran,  p.  105.) 
In  Hindostan,  some  casts  are  yet  marked  in  the  forehead.  A  curious  ac- 
count of  these  marks,  and  specimens  of  their  forms,  may  be  seen  in  the 
Voyage  of  Fra.  Paolino  da  San  Bartolomeo  to  the  East  Indies,  chap, 
viii;  also  chap.  i.  toward  the  end.  See  likewise  Augustin.  torn.  xi. 
p.  538  :  "  signacula  oris,  et  mauuum,  et  sinus."  Likewise  see  Spencer 
tie  Leg.  lieb.  lib.  ii.  c.  14. 

*  Euseb.  Eccl.  Hist.  v.  c.  1.  vi.  c.  41.  Just.  Martyr,  quoted  by  Bp. 
Newtoa,  iii.  p.  244. 

t  Dan.  vii.  8.  20.  21.  24.  25.  See  them  compared,  note,  ch. 
xiii.f. 

This 
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This  prophecy  of  Daniel  may  have  been  fulfilled  typi- 
cally, and  in  its  primary  sense,  in  Antiochus  Epi- 
phanes*;  but  that  in  this  persecutor,  the  prediction 
was  not  finally  completed,  we  may  affirm  upon  the  au- 
thority of  an  apostle.  For  St.  Paul,  who  lived  after  the 
times  of  Antiochus,  teaches  the  Christians  of  his  time 
to  look  to  a  future  accomplishment  of  this  prophecy ; 
to  expect  a  falling  away  from  the  faith,  a  signal  cor- 
ruption, and  even  apostacy,  in  the  leading  powers  of  the 
Christian  Church ;  when  "  the  man  of  sin,  the  son  of  per- 
"  dition,  shall  be  revealed,"  whom  he  describes  in  words 
to  the  same  effect  with  these  of  Daniel  and  St.  John ; 
"  Who  opposeth  and  exalteth  himself  above  all  that  is 
11  called  God,  or  that  is  worshipped,  so  that  he  is  as  God ; 
"  sitteth  in  the  temple  of  God,  shewing  himself  that  he 
"  is  God  ;  even  he  whose  coming  is  after  the  working 
"  of  satan,  with  all  power,  and  signs,  and  lying 
"  wonders  f.M  It  may  be  useful  to  bring  these  several 
prophecies  into  one  view ;  so  that  the  comparison  of 
them  may  be  more  nearly  exhibited.  Their  relation  to 
each  other  was  observed  by  so  early  a  commentator  as 
Irenseusf. — 

♦  See  Wintle,  on  Daniel  vii.  &c.      t  2  Thes».  ii.  3,  4,  9. 
;  Lib.  v.  c.  25.  20'. 
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Iii  comparing  these  descriptions  of  Antichrist  we 
must  observe,  that  the  prophecy  of  Daniel  is  the  most 
general,  and  the  most  obscure  of  the  three.  This  is 
agreeable  to  the  analogy  of  prophetical  Scripture, 
which  is  found  to  afford  additional  information,  as 
it  approaches  nearer  to  the  times  foretold  *.  The 
prophecy  of  the  Apocalypse  exhibits  a  nearer  view  of 
the  common  subject,  and  discovers  objects  which  had 
not  been  discerned  before;  while  the  words  of  Saint 
Paul  may  be  taken  as  a  comment  on  those  of  Daniel ; 
and,  being  the  comment  of  an  inspired  writer,  may 
be  considered  at  the  same  time  as  illustrating,  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  the  prophecy  of  tin?  Apocalypse.  The 
little  horn,  which,  in  the  vision  of  Daniel,  had  ap- 
peared somewhat  more  than  a  common  horn,  (for  it 
had  eyes,  and  a  mouth,  and  spake,  and  fought,  and 
conquered,)  upon  a  nearer  view,  as  presented  to  the 
ApocaJytic  Prophet,  becomes  a  separate  wild  beast ; 
and  yet,  between  him  and  the  other  wild  beast  there 
is,  as  in  the  propheey  of  Daniel,  a  very  elose  con- 
nection and  resemblance.  He  exerciscth  nil  the  power 
of  the  first  beast ;  renders  him  an  object  of  worship  ; 
becomes  great  through  his  influence ;  partakes  all  ijis 
fortunes  ;  and  perishes  with  him  at  the  last. 

This  nearer  view  discovers  to  us  also  the  two-fold 
ecclesiastical  power  which  Antichrist  was  to  establish, 
and  which  did  not  appear  distinctly  at  the  distance 
at  which  it  was  shewn  to  Daniel  f.    This  method  of 

sacred 

•  Bp.  LowtU's  Pnelect.  xx.  p.  1.97. 

f  Yet  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  three  horns  rooted  up,  the  three 
kingdoms  destroyed  by  the  little  bora,  though  represented  by  Daniel, 
are  not  at  all  noticed  in  the  vision  seen  by  Suint  John.  This  part  of 
the  prophecy  of  Daniel  appears  to  me  to  be  of  difficult  solution.  The 
three  -kingdoms,  which  by  modem  expositors  are  assigned  for  this 

purpose, 
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sacred  prophecy,  wherein  one  vision,  under  the  same 
or  different  imagery,  enlarges  upon  another  vision,  and 
refers  to  and  illustrates  the  same  original  archetype, 
may  he  frequently  observed.  Instances  occur  con- 
tinually in  the  visions  of  Daniel,  "  which,"  as  Sir 
Isaac  Newton  remarks,  "  all  relate  to  one  another, 
"  every  following  prophecy  adding  somewhat  new 
"  to  the  former*."  The  vision  of  the  Beasts  is  only 
that  of  the  Image  enlarged  ;  yet  represented  under 
other  symbols.  And  thus  the  vision  of  Antichrist,  in 
the  Apocalypse,  is  no  more  different  from  those  of 
Daniel,  than  those  of  Daniel  are  from  each  other. 
All  look  to  the  same  times;  all  are  from  the  same 
sacred  inspiration ;  and  unfold  and  confirm  each  other. 
Now  as  these  several  prophecies,  of  Daniel,  of  Saint 
Paul,  and  of  Saint  John,  seem  all  to  belong  "  to  the 
latter  times/  and  to  point  to  the  same  object,  sup- 
porting and  explaining  each  other;  so,  they  appear 
to  have  been  evidently  fulfilled,  or  to  be  now  fulfilling* 
in  the  world. 

1.  The  church  of  Rome  can  point  out  to  us  the 
grand  apostacy  of  the  Mahometans,  accomplished 
principally  by  religious  artifice;  a  blasphemous,  de- 
structive usurpation,  set  up  in  a  form  the  least  sus- 
pected,   because  it  had  the  apparent  sanctions  of 

purpose,  "  the  exarchate  of  Ravenna,  the  kingdom  of  the  Lom- 
bards,  the  state  of  Rome,"  (Bishop  Newton,  &c.  &c.)  taken  all 
together,  make  so  petty  a  territory,  that  they  seem  to  compose  only 
a  part  of  one  of  those  teu  kingdoms  into  which  the  Roman  empire, 
(whether  we  consider  either  the  whole  of  it,  or  the  western  part  only,) 
was  divided.  Yet  if  these  be  the  kingdoms,  they  belong  to  one  horn 
only,  of  the  second  apocalyptic  beast,  and  to  that  horn  which  is  to 
be  viewed  more  particularly  in  ch.  xvii :  and  thus  perhaps  in  some  de- 
gree the  omission  is  to  be  accounted  for. 

*  Sir  Isaac  Newton  on  Daniel,  part  i.  ch.  3. 

5  Religion ; 
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Religion  ;  of  fire  brought  dow  n  from  heaven  *.  No 
wild-beast  of  the  ancient  monarchies,  has  been  more 
tyrannous  than  this.  It  is  indeed  the  image  of 
the  ancient  oppression,  moulded  by  the  hand  of  a 
false  prophet,  who  seized  and  delivered  to  successors 
enormous  civil  and  ecclesiastical  power,  obtained  un- 
der the  apparent  sanction  of  heaven,  and  under  this 
monstrous  domination,  thus  artfully  and  blasphemously 
produced,  the  pure  Religion  of  the  meek  and  heavenly 
Jesus  has  been  superseded,  and  its  saints  persecuted 
and  u  worn  out." 

But,  secondly,  the  reformed  Churches  have  dis- 
covered as  manifestly,  and  in  colours  equally  strong 
and  glaring,  another  apostacy  from  the  truth  of  Chris- 
tianity; another  erection  of  corrupt,  worldly,  op- 
pressive, and  blasphemous  dominion,  established  by 
ecclesiastical  artifices,  and  by  pretended  miracles,  un- 
der the  direction  of  another  false  prophet,  who  like- 
wise  is  seen  sitting  in  the  Temple  of  God;  in  the 
sacred  centre  of  the  Christian  Communion.  There  he 
has  been  seen  exercising,  by  inquisitorial  powers,  the 
tyrannous  domination  of  the  first  beast,  persecuting 
even  unto  death,  and  denying  the  common  privi- 
leges of  life  to  those  who,  true  to  their  Lord,  re- 
fuse to  receive  the  badge  of  his  usurpation  |.  But 

these, 

•  See  note,  ch.  viii.  5. 

t  I  bave  judged  it  unnecessary,  to  shew,  by  a  deduction  of  par- 
ticulars as  they  arise  in  history,  the  agreement  between  Popery,  and 
the  emblems  of  the  beast;  because  this  has  been  done  copiously  by 
almost  all  the  Protestant  writers  on  this  subject.  The  reader  will 
find  much  information  of  this  kind  in  some  late  publications ;  in 
Campbell  on  Ecclesiastical  History ;  in  Whiiaker  on  the  Revelation ; 
in  Kett  on  Prophecy.  But  I  will  beg  leave  to  add  in  behalf  of  us  all, 
that,  when  Protestant  writers  attribute  such  descriptions  to  the  papal 
church,  they  must  not  be  understood,  as  uttering  a  censure  on  th» 
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these,  it  will  be  said,  cannot,  both  of  them,  be  the 
same  wild-beast,  the  same  false  prophet.  Observe 
then,  that  the  second  beast,  galled  also  the  false 
prophet,  has  two  horns.  He  branches  out  into  two 
divisions  of  power;  two  separate  kingdoms  ;  and  both 
of  an  ecclesiastical  description*.  They  both  aposta- 
tize from  and  corrupt  the  same  faith  :  both  are  esta- 
blished by  lying  wonders  ;  and  both  promote  the  reign 

individuals  of  that  body  ;  numbers  of  whom  are  known  to  have  been 
as  pious  and  good  Christians,  as  perhaps  may  be  found  in  any  other 
community.  Nor  yet  are  all  ages  of  the  papal  church  to  be  equally 
branded  with  the  same  black  character.  The  restoration  of  letters  in 
the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries,  and  yet  more  the  Reformation 
of  Religion  which  followed,  have  occasioned  considerable  retrench- 
ment of  abuses  in  this  corrupt  hierarchy.  The  power  of  papal  Rome 
has  declined,  and  with  it  her  means  of  extensive  and  domineering 
violence.  But  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  the  seeds  and  principles  of  such 
autichristian  domination  yet  remain  in  her.  And  she  is  ever  to  be 
regarded  with  a  jealous  eye,  till  she  solemnly  renounces  them  in  pro- 
fession and  in  practice.  Her  beginnings  were  gentle,  as,  it  seems,  are 
in  some  degree  her  latter  times :  but  how  many  centuries  does  his- 
tory hold  up  to  view,  rendered  dreadful  by  her  enormities,  such  as 
correspond  with  the  description  of  this  second  beast ! 

*  Kings  and  kingdoms  are  the  same;  and  so  explained  by  the 
angel,  Dan.  vii.  17-  23,  24;  Rev.  xvii.  12.  And  by  the  same  divine 
interpreter  it  appears,  that  two  horns  are  two  kings,  or  kingdoms,  of 
the  same  empire,  viz.  Media  and  Persia:  Dan.  viii.  20. — Some  inter- 
preters, following  Joseph  Mede,  endeavour  to  account  for  the  two  horns 
by  a  division  of  the  clergy  in  the  papal  communion  into  regular  and 
secular.  But  the  horns  are  kings  or  kingdoms,  that  is,  so  many 
distinct  governments ;  and  so  will  be  found  in  Daniel,  and  in  the 
Apocalypse  universally.  If  nxen  horns  had  been  attributed  to  this 
beast,  or  even  four,  these  numbers,  being  indefinite,  might  have  been 
interpreted  to  signify  great  power ;  power  in  general ;  and  without 
respect  to  particular  number :  but  not  so  here.  They  are  two  powers, 
both  derived  from  the  same  origin ;  at  the  same  time ;  of  the  same 
nature ;  acting  upon  the  same  principles  ;  and  against  the  same  pure 
Religion. 

of 


Digitized  by  Google 


t  » 

t 

360  APOCALTPSE.  [Pt  IV.  §  4. 

of  a  worldly,  tyrannical,  blasphemous  domination. 
Both  date  their  origin  and  rise  from  the  same  sera. 
The  year  6*06*,  says  Prideaux,  gave  rise  to  both*.  In 
the  very  same  year  that  the  tyrant  Phoeas,  by  a  grant 
to  the  Bishop  of  Rome,  enabled  him  to  assume  the 
title  of  universal  pastor,  or  ecclesiastical  supreme 
judge,  the  false  prophet  Mahomet  retired  to  his  cave, 
to  broach  his  superstition  :  "  so  that  antichrist  seems 
"  at  this  time  to  have  set  both  his  feet  upon  Christen- 
"  dom  together,  one  in  the  East,  and  the  other  in  the 
"  West."  Thus  the  two  horns  of  Antichrist  sprouted 
at  the  same  time,  and  grew  up  together,  being  fed 
and  nourished  out  of  the  same  corruptive  matter. 
"  The  quibbling  philosophy  of  Greece,  mixed  with 
' '  the  eastern,  and  these  with  Christian  notions,  be- 
"  gat  that  spirit  of  controversial  accuracy  and  dog- 
"  matisin,  which  divided  Christianity  into  a  thousand 
"  sects,  and  prepared  the  M'ay  for  the  Mahometan 
"and  Papal  superstitions  t"  And  these  horns,  or 
powers,  not  only  arose,  but  were  fully  established 
nearly  at  the  same  time.  In  the  year  7o8,  the  Pope 
received  the  exarchate  of  Ravenna,  became  a  tem- 
poral potentate,  and  soon  after  sovereign  of  Rome. 
In  76<2,  the  Saracen  Caliph  Almansor  built  Bagdat, 
as  the  capital  of  his  extensive  empire.  It  is  certain 
also  that  they  have  declined  together  J. 

The  Mahometan,   as  well  as  the  papal,  was  no 
new  religion,    but  a  corruption  of  that  which  we 
•    acknowledge   to   have  been  revealed  to  Adam,  to 
Abraham,  to  Moses  and  the  Prophets,  and  finally  com- 
*  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  10'. 

t  See  Sale's  Koran,  Prelim.  Discourse,  pp.  42.  44,  45.  51.  Sir 
William  Jonos,  in  the  Asiatic  Researches,  vol.  i.  Uicaut's  Ottoman 
Empire,  p.  187.    Prideaux,  Pref.  to  Life  of  Mahomet. 

I  Kelt  on  Prophecy,  class  ii  ch.  ?. 
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pleted  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.    For  Mahomet  ad- 
mitted, as  the  basis  of  his  superstructure,  the  Scrip- 
tures of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  alleging  only 
that  they  had  been  corrupted  in  those  places,  which 
he  found  it  convenient  to  frame  anew*.     So  the 
Christians  received  him  as  a  prophet,  at  the  time  of 
his  flight  from  Mecca  f.    And  without  this  apostacy 
of  the  Christians)  which  be  artfully  fomented  and 
always  expected}:,    his  daring  schemes  must  have 
failed.    The  king  of  /Ethiopia,  and  his  subjects  were 
converted  to   Mahometism  by  considering  it  as  a 
divine  addition  to  the  Christian  Religion  §.    The  Chris- 
tians were  uniformly  invited  to  embrace  Mahometism 
as  a  more  perfect  divine  Revelation.    Thev,  with  the 
Jews,  as  believing  the  foundations  of  the  same  Reve- 
lations, were  at  first  treated  with  peculiar  lenity  and 
respect.    They  were  called  the  people  of  the  book,  and 
as  such,  were  tolerated  in  the  profession  of  their  re- 
spective religions,  on   paying  a  moderate  tribute, 
while  the  Harbii,  that  is,  the  idolaters  and  atheists, 
were  extirpated  ||.    Hence  Mahometism  has  been  frer 
quently  accounted  a  Christian  heresy  %;  and  as  it  had 
its  origin  in  Christianity,  so  to  Christ  it  looks  in  the 
end.    For,  according  to  the  creed  of  the  Mahometans,, 
Jesus  is  expected  to  descend  to  earth,  to  embrace 
the  religion  of  Mahomet,  to  slay  Antichrist,  and 
to  reign  with  his  Saints**.    And  not  only  does  Mar 
hometism  resemble  Popery,  as  one  horn  of  the  same 

*  Koran,  ch.  3,  4,  5.  &c. 

t  Prideaux,  Life  of  Mahomet,  pp.  76.  l6l. 

I  Prideaux,  page  76*  ;  5th  Ch.  of  the  Koran. 

§  Boulanvilliens  Viede  Mahomed,  p.  34<). 

]|  Rtland  and  lloltinger,  quoted  by  Gibbon,  ch.  li. 

fl  See  the  proofs  of  this,  ill  p.  304.  **  Sale's  Koran,  p.  I06\ 
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beast  does  another,   in  these  characters  of  an  apo- 
state church ;  but  the  resemblance  is  equally  com- 
plete in  those  marks  of  which  the  papal  writers  •  boast, 
as  characteristic  of  their  only  true  Church  ;  Ampli- 
tude, Duration,  Temporal  Prosperity.     If  these  are 
marks  of  the  true  Church,  both  these  usurpations 
have  equally  enjoyed  them.    And  as  their  immense 
civil  power  and  dominion  arose  and  was  established 
nearly  at  the  same  time ;  so  from  the  same  a?ra,  the 
declension  of  that  power  is  to  be  dated.     The  latter 
end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  saw  the  tide  of  pro- 
sperity ebbing  apace  in  bothf.    In  short,  both  these 
are  religious  powers ;  or,  to  speak  more  justly,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  prophecy,    worldly  powers  masked 
under  a  religious  semblance ;  they  pretend  their  rights 
from  Religion ;  and  support  them  by  the  civil  sword, 
which  they  both  have  wielded  with  oppressive  vio- 
lence.   Both  claim  their  authority  originally  from  the 
same  source,  from  the  Christian  Religion  ;  the  one  as 
vicar  and  representative  of  Christ ;  the  other  by  com- 
mission from  the  Father  of  Christ,  acknowledging 
the  revelation  given  to  the  Son,  but  pretending  to 
restore  it  to  an  original  purity.    Both  attack  Chris- 
tian liberty,  by  the  arbitrary  introduction  of  burthen- 
some  and  unauthorized  ceremonies;  botli  attack  and 
render  nugatory  that  most  essential  part  of  Christi- 
anity, the  Mediatorial  office  of  our  Lord;  the  one 
when  the  pretended  prophet  took  it  upon  himself; 

■ 

•  Bellarmine,  &c.  &c. 

i  It  has  been  observed,  tbat  no  successful  efforts  have  been  made 
cither  by  the  Mahometan!  or  Papists  to  extend  their  influence  and 
dominion,  from  the  peace  of  Ryswick,  in  1607,  followed  by  that 
of  Carlowitz  in  IO09. 
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the  other,  when  the  pretended  vicar  transferred  it  to 
angels  and  departed  saints  *. 

The  preceding  commentary  was  written,  nearly 
as  it  now  stands,  before  I  had  consulted  any  com- 
mentator concerning  the  interpretation  of  the  lamb- 
like beast.  I  find  that  many  of  the  Protestant  writers 
have  attributed  this  prophecy  to  popery,  but  few,  if 

•  It  has  been  a  favourite  object  with  some  very  respectable  mo- 
dern writers,  to  represent  the  infidel  democratic  power  which  appeared 
at  one  time  to  spring  up  with  the  French  revolution,  as  fulfilling  tbia 
prophecy  of  the  false  prophet.    I  will  propose  a  few  reasons  to  shew 
why  it  cannot  be  so.     1.  The  horns  kke  a  lamb  denote  an  ecclesiastical 
power :  but  the  French  power  is  wholly  civil,  and  it  imposes  no  re- 
ligion on  the  conquered.    2.  There  are  in  this  infidel  attempt,  no  pre- 
tended miracles  or  heavenly  commission,  no  "  fire  from  Heaven." 
3.  The  French  have  indeed  set  up  an  image,  a  lively  representation 
of  the  ancient  tyrannies  :  but  it  is  not  pronounced  sacred  ;  nor  is  its 
worship  enforced:  they  require  no  more  than  other  political  con- 
querors, submission  to  their  civil  sceptre  ;  they  do  not  persecute  for 
religion's  sake.    4.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  as  the  two 
beasts  are  to  perish  together,  (ch.  xix.  20.)  so,  their  period  being  of 
the  same  length,  that  they  arose'  together;  or,  to  speak  more  ac- 
curately, that  the  secoud  beast  arose  when  the  first  was  renewed, 
and  his  deadly  wound  healed  :  for,  the  splendour  of  the  first  beast, 
after  his  renewal,  is  attributed  to  the  successful  ministry  of  the  second. 
The  first  beast,  alter  his  first  introduction,  is  never  afterwards  men- 
tioned without  some  mark  or  sign  of  his  being  in  conjunction  with  the 
secoud.  (See  ch.  xiv.  y ;  xv.  2;  xvi.  2.  13.)    So  early  as  the  pouring 
forth  of  the  first  Vial,  the  two  beasts  are  together  in  action  ;  for  this 
Vial  falls  on  those  who  have  received  the  mark  of  the  beast  and  have 
worshipped  his  image,  but  both  the  mark  and  image  were  produced  by 
the  secoud  beast.    The  rise  of  the  second  beast  is  therefore  much  too 
early  for  the  times  of  the  French  revolution. 

The  above  was  written  in  the  early  time3  of  the  French  revolution, 
when  these  infidel  democratic  notious  were  first  published.  Events 
have  since  happened,  which  must  be  acknowledged  to  shew  the  fallacy 
of  this  application  of  the  prophecy;  such  is  the  re-establishment  of 
the  Christian  Iteli-ion  in  Frauce,  freed  from  some  of  the  burthens  of 
popery,  and  with  toleration  of  all  Christian  sects. 
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any,  to  Mahometism.  This  has  engaged  me  in  a 
more  strict  enquiry  concerning  tfce  parallelism  of 
these  two  apostacies,  and  I  will  now  give  the  result 
of  it. 

Dr.  Benson,  in  his  exposition  of  the  prophecy  of 
44  the  Man  of  Sin,"  (2  Thess.  ii.  } — 12.)  has  attempted 
to  shew,  that  popery  alone,  and  no  other  person  or 
power,  can  have  pretensions  to  fulfil  it.  And  he  is 
clearly  successful  in  his  attempt,  till  he  comes  to  the 
Mahometan  religion.  In  favour  of  the  claims  of  this 
superstition  he  allows,  (1.)  that  Mahomet,  though  no 
Christian  himself,  led  an  ttposiacy  of  Christians  :  (2.) 
that,  as  he  built  his  religion  on  Christianity,  so  he 
may  in  some  sense  be  said  to  41  sit  in  the  temple  of 
"  God  (3.)  that  he  was  14  a  man  of  sin,"  and  a  tem- 
poral potentate:  (4.)  that  he  arose  after  the  downfall 
of  the  Roman  empire,  which  M  as  the  time  when  this 
man  of  sin  was  to  be  expected. — These  arc  important 
concessions,  which  no  learned  and  candid  examiner  of 
the  question  will  be  disposed  to  retract.  But  now 
come  the  objections :  which  are  assigned  as  so  many 
reasons,  why  the  Mahometan  power  can  not  be  "  the 
44  Man  of  Sin:"  (1.)  He  is  not  seated  in  Rome:  (2.) 
He  attempted  no  miracles.  I.  The  first  objection, 
is  easily  obviated.  Xo  prophecy  of  Antichrist  repre- 
sents him  as  seated  at  Rome,  excepting  that  of 
Rev.  xvii,  winch  will  be  found  to  belong  to  one  horn, 
or  branch  of  him  only,  and  that  is  the  papal,  there 
established.  II.  But  Mahomet,  it  is  said,  attempted 
no  miracles.  Such  evidences  of  a  divine  commission 
lie  very  prudently  disclaimed,  in  the  manner  in  which 
our  Lord  and  his  Apostles  performed  them,  not  able 
to  stand  so  severe  a  test.  Yet  by  what  other  means, 
than  by  those  docribed  in  these  prophecies  of  the 
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man  of  sin,  "  by  the  working  of  Satan  with  all 
4t  power,  and  signs,  and  lying  wonders*,  deceiving 
**  those  who  dwell  on  earth  by  the  wonders  which  it 
"  was  granted  him  to  dof,"  did  he  establish  his  re- 
ligion? His  Koran  itself  was  a  lying  wonder,  a  pre- 
tended miracle  ;  for  he  describes  himself  ascending  to 
heaven  to  receive  a  part  of  it ;  and  the  remainder  to 
be  brought  to  him  by  angels  J ;  and  he  asserts  his 
Koran  to  be  a  divine  composition  ;  a  miracle  in  itself ; 
and  frequently  appeals  to  the  world  for  its  vindi- 
cation as  such§.  What  are  these  but  "  lying  won- 
4tders?*'  pretended  miracles?  "fire  from  heaven," 
to  deceive  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth? 

The  Mahometan  apostacy  may  therefore  fairly 
stand  by  the  side  of  the  papal,  as  forming  one  horn  of 
the  second  antichristian  beast.  And  as  this  will  be 
more  readily  admitted  by  those  who  have  considered 
(as  Dr.  Benson  by  his  concessions  seems  to  have  done) 
its  right  to  the  name  and  title  of  a  Christian  heresy 
or  apostacy,  I  will  here  subjoin  some  quotations 
tending  to  illustrate  this  fact,  which  is  not  com- 
monly seen  or  acknowledged. 

44  Mahomet  did  not  pretend  to  deliver  any  vcw  re- 
ligion,  but  to  revive  the  old  one  ||.  He  allowed 
4 1  both  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  and  that  both 
44  Moses  and  Jesus  were  prophets  sent  from  God  f  ; 
44  that  Jesus,  son  of  Mary,  is  the  word  and  a  Spirit 
44  sent  from  God,  a  Redeemer  of  all  that  believe  in 
44  him  *V  Mahomet  represents  himself  a*  the  Para- 
clete  or  Comforter  sent  by  Jesus    Christ;  John. 

•  2Thcss.  ii.  9.  f  Rev.  xiii.  14. 

I  Koran,  xcvii.  §  Koran,  passim. 

II  Prideaux,  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  18.  f  lb.  p.  19. 

♦*  Sale's  Koran,  p.  19.  80.  65.    Ocklcy's  History  of  Saracens,  ii. 
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xvi.  7  *  So  in  Mahomet's  ascent  to  heaven,  as  in- 
vented in  the  Koran,  while  the  Patriaichs  and  Pro- 
phets confess  their  inferiority  to  him,  by  entreating 
his  prayers,  in  the  seventh  heaven  he  sees  Jesus, 
whose  superiority  the  false  prophet  acknowledges  by 
commending  himself  to  his  prayers  f.  <f  Faith  in  the 
"  divine  books  is  a  necessary  article  of  the  Mahome- 
tan Creed;  and  among  these  is  the  Gospel  given 
"  to  Issa  or  Jesus,  which  they  assert  to  be  corrupted 
"by  the  Christians  J."  "If  any  Jew  is  willing  to 
u  become  a  Mahometan,  he  must  first  believe  in 
u  Christ :  and  this  question  is  asked  him,  Dost  thou 
"  believe  that  Christ  was  born  of  a  Virgin  by  the  blast 
"  (i.  e.  inspiration)  of  God,  and  that  he  was  the  last 
"  of  the  Jewish  Prophets."  If  he  answers  in  the  affir- 
mative, he  is  made  a  Mahometan  §.  M  Mahomet  arose 
"to  establish  a  new  religion,  which  came  pretty  near 
"  the  Jewish,  and  was  not  entirely  different  from 
"  that  of  several  sects  of  Christians,  which  got  him 
"  a  great  many  followers  — "  Fassus  impostor  (sciL 
'<  Muhammedes)  Jesum  de  virgine  MariA  natum,  Mes- 
"  siam,  verbum  Dei  ccelitusraissum,  Dei  Spiritum,  mi- 
"  raculisevangelicis  clarum,  Prophetam  Dei,  qui  Evan- 
"  gelium  tradiderit,  ac  docuit  salutis  viam,  qui  ven- 
"  turus  ad  judicium  sit,  et  destructurus  antichristum, 
"  et  conversurus  Judaeos,  &c.  Sic  Apostolis  Christi 
"  credendum  docuit  ut  Evangelio  Christi,  ac  legi  Mosrs 
"  et  Prophetis  omnibus.  Sic  de  Christianis  aequiua 
11  quam  de  Judaiis  sensit,  quos  et  benigne  habuit ;  unde 
"  illud  Muhammedis  apud  Elmacinum,  qui  Chris* 

*  Koran,  p.  lC5. 

i  Sale's  Koran,  ch.  17.    Prideaux*  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  55. 
I  Reeland  on  the  Mahometan  Religion,  pref.  p.  25. 
§  Ibid.  p.  11.  II  Leibnitz'*  Letter,  1"06. 

"  tianum 
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u  tianum  opprimit,  adversarium  eum  habebit  die 
"judicii;  qui  Christiano  nocet,  milri  nocet ;  &c."  * 
Thus  also  the  Mahometan  writers,  when  speaking  of 
him,  say,  "  jussit  quoque  credere  veritatem  Prophc- 
g<  tarum  et  Apostolorum  ; — item  Christum  filium  Ma- 
"  riffi  Dei  esse  et  Verbum  ejus  atque  Apostolum  f ;  * 
and  even  at  this  day  they  honour,  what  we  call,  the 
Christian  Religion,  next  to  their  own  J.  "  Mahome- 
"  tism  began  as  a  Christian  heresy,  acknowledging 
"  Christ  for  a  prophet,  a  greater  than  Moses,  born  of 
"a  Virgin,  the  Word  of  God;  Alcoran,  v.  27."  § 
Sale  asserts  the  Mahometan  religion  to  be  not  only  a 
Christian  heresy,  but  an  "  improvement  upon  the 
u  very  corrupt  idolatrous  system  of  the  Jews  and 
"  Christians  of  those  times  ||."  Joseph  Mede  affirms 
that  the  Mahometans  are  nearer  to  Christianity  than 
many  of  the  ancient  heresies,  the  Cerinthians,  Gnos- 
tics, Manichees  "  Whatever  good  is  to  be  found 
"  in  the  Mahometan  Religion,  (and  some  good  doc- 
"  trines  and  precepts  there  undeniably  are  in  it,)  is  in 
"  no  small  measure  owing  to  Christianity  :  for,  Ma- 

*  The  impostor  Mahomet  confessed  that  Jesus  was  born  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  that  he  was  the  Word  of  God  sent  from  heaven,  the 
Spirit  of  God  declared  by  the  miracles  of  the  Gospel,  the  Prophet 
of  God,  whose  office  it  was  to  deliver  the  Gospel,  and  teach  the 
way  of  Truth,  who  is  to  come  to  judgment  and  to  destroy  Anti- 
christ, and  convert  the  Jews,  &c.  Thus  also  he  taught,  that  the 
Gospel  of  Christ,  and  the  law  of  Moses,  and  all  the  Prophets  are  to 
be  believed.  And  thus  he  was  better  inclined  to  the  Christians  than  to 
the  Jews,  and  he  treated  them  kindly.  Whence  that  saying  of  Ma- 
homet reported  in  Elmacinus,  He  vho  oppresses  a  Christian,  shall  Jind 
him  an  adversary  to  him  in  the  day  of  Judgment ;  he  who  injures  a  Chris- 
tian, injures  me.    Spanhemii  Introd.  ad  Hist.  Ssec.  vii.  p.  6'09« 

t  Elmacini  Hist.  Saracen,  p.  3.  J  -Ibid. 

$  Ricaut,  Ottoman  Empire,  p.  188.  ||  Prelim,  p.  51. 

f  Works,  p.  645. 

.    3  "  hometism 
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"  honictism  is  a  borrowed  system,  made  up  for  the 
"  most  part  of  Judaism  and  Christianity  ;  and,  if  it 
u  be  considered  in  the  most  favourable  view,  might 
"  possibly  be  accounted  a  sort  of  Christian  heresy. 
M  If  the  Gospel  hud  never  been  preached,  it  may 
r<  be  questioned  whether  Mahometism  would  have 
"  existed  V 

"  The  Musselmans  arc  already  a  sort  of  heterodox 
Christians  ;  they  are  Christians,  if  Locke  reasons 
"justly,  because  they  firmly  believe  the  immaculate 
M  conception,  divine  character,  and  miracles  of  the 
"  Messiah :  but  they  are  heterodox  in  denying  vehe- 
"  mently  his  character  of  Son,  and  his  equality,  as 
"  God,  with  the  Father,  of  whose  unity  and  attri- 
"butes  they  entertain  and  express  the  most  awful 
"  ideas,  while  they  consider  our  doctrine  as  perfect 
"  blasphemy,  and  insist  that  our  copies  of  the  Scrip- 
"  tures  have  been  corrupted  both  by  Jews  and  Chris- 

"  tiaitsf." 

These  arc  such  testimonies  as  have  occurred  to  me 
in  a  no  very  extensive  course  of  reading.  They  are 
derived  from  authors,  who  for  the  most  part  enjoyed 
favourable  opportunities  of  examining  the  Mahometan 
tenets  ;  and  they  exhibit  that  religion  as  rising  upon 
the  basis  of  true  Religion,  corrupted,  even  like  the 
papal,  to  serve  the  purposes  of  a  worldly  and  diabo- 
lical tyranny.  In  the  Mahometan  religion  are  these 
articles,  all  evidently  derived  from  the  Christian, 
and  constituting  in  it  a  great  superiority  above  any 
thing  that  paganism  or  mere  philosophy  have  been 
able  to  produce :  the  belief  of  the  existence  of  one 
all- wise,  all-good,  all-powerful  God  ;  of  the  iminor- 

*  Dr.  Jortin's  first  Charge. 

■f  Sir  William  Junes,  in  the  Asiatic  Dissertations,  vol.  u  p.  63. 
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tality  of  the  soul ;  of  future  rewards  and  punishments 
to  be  distributed  by  Jesus;  of  the  acceptance  of 
prayer,  of  self-humiliation,  of  almsgiving  ;  of  the  obliga- 
tion to  morality  in  almost  all  its  branches.  Take  from 
Mahometism  one  article,  in  which  it  differs  from  all 
religions,  generally  admitted  to  be  Christian,  the 
belief  of  Mahomefs  divine  mission  ;  and  little  will  then 
be  found  in  it,  which  may  not  be  discovered  in  the 
profession  of  many  acknowledged  Christians.  Nay, 
perhaps  it  may  appear,  that  the  creeds  of  two  bodies 
of  Christians  will  supply  every  thing  which  is  to  be 
found  in  Mahometism,  excepting  belief  in  the  pre* 
tended  prophet  of  Mecca. 

The  first  article  of  the  Mahometan  Creed  is  the 
Unity  of  God. — 11  The  Christians,"  said  Mahomet, 
"  have  fallen  into  error,  corrupting  this  dogma  by 
u  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  ;  and  God,  who  would 
"  not  leave  the  essential  truths  without  testimony,  sent 
"  his  Prophet  to  re-establish  them  V  But  the  pecu- 
liar profession  of  this  unity,  together  with  the  per- 
suasion that  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  is  a  corrupt 
doctrine,  is  also  the  corner-stone  of  the  Socinian 
profession.  The  agreement  in  this,  is  so  entire  be- 
tween the  Mahometans  and  Socinians,  as  t  make 
the  passage  from  either  of  these  religions  to  the 
other,  far  from  impracticable  or  difficult.  Witness, 
on  the  one  hand,  the  history  of  conversions  from  So- 
cinianism  to  the  religion  of  Mahomet,  of  Adam  Neu- 
ser,  &c,  in  the  sixteenth  century  f;  and,  on  the 
other,  the  writings  of  some  modem  Socinians,  who 
recommend  their  religion  as  removing  all  obstacles  to 

*  Vide  Abulfaragius,  apud  Pocock,  page  SO.  in  notis  ad  Spec. 
Hist.  Arab.    Et  Aslscharestanrus,  ap.  eund.  p.  52.  274—292. 

t  Reflections  on  Mabometistn,  printed  with  Inland's  Abridgement. 

l  i  the 
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the  conversion  of  Mahometans  *.  Thus,  in  this  dis- 
tinguishing article  of  faith,  the  Unitarian  Christians 
agree  with  the  Mahometans.  And  in  the  remaining 
articles,  which  separate  them  from  the  pure  Church, 
a  yoke  is  imposed  t>  nearly  similar  to  that  which 
binds  the  papal  church.  They  are  these;  excessive 
and  merely  oral  prayers,  fastings,  pilgrimages.  What- 
soever in  Mahometism  is  excessive  and  anticbristian 
in  respect  to  these  articles,  will  be  found  to  corre- 
spond very  nearly  with  corruptions  which  prevail  in 
the  papal  church.  External  purification,  and  hypo- 
critical ostentation,  supersede,  in  both  these  religions, 
the  religion  of  the  heart.  Mahometism,  as  well  as 
Popery,  has  its  purgatory,  and  its  indulgences  to  be 
purchased  by  money  J. 

On  the  whole,  when  we  consider  the  origin  of 
Mahometism,  and  its  near  affinity  to  corrupted  Chris- 
tianity; when  we  reflect  also  on  the  amazing  extent 
of  this  superstitious  domination,  which  occupies 
nearly  as  large  a  portion  of  the  globe,  as  that  pos- 
sessed by  Christians  ;  comprising  vast  regions  in  an- 
cient Greece  and  Asia  Minor,  in  Syria,  in  Persia,  in 
the  Indies,  in  Tartary,  in /Egypt,  and  Africa;  which 
once  were  Christian;  we  shall  readilv  admit  that,  if 
not  a  Christian  heresy,  it  is  at  least  a  Christian  apos- 
tacy,  and  well  worthy,  from  its  magnitude,  to  be 
accounted  one  horn  or  division  of  empire  of  the  an- 
tichristian  beast. 

After  these  observations,  it  may  he  useful  to  ex- 
hibit together,  in  one  point  of  view,  these  two  horns, 
and  to  shew  their  mutual  agreement  with  the  prophecy. 

*  Dr.  Priestley,  &c.  f  See  note,  ch.  vk  5. 

I  Sale's Korun,  Introduce  Ocklov's  Hi-t.  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  ii. 
p.  Ix'S.    Uicuut's  Ottoman  Kinpire,  1SS.    Nieburp lis  Travels. 

-   •  POPFHV 
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POPERY 


rev.  cu.  xiii. 


1 1  Another  wild 


is  a  Christian  apostacy . 
which  is  ably  set  forth 
by  Joseph  Mede,  in  his  Vbeast  out  of  the*< 
tract  on  that  subject ;  I  land, 
Works,  p.  623.  J 


is  one  of  the  powers " 
into  which  Antichrist 
is  divided,  usurping  the 
place  and  office  of 
Christ,  and  pretending 
to  a  vicarial  power  from 
him,  and  producing  out 
of  its  own  body  media- 
tors and  intercessors  in 
opposition  to  him. 


^has  tvx>  horns  like^ 
a  lamb : 


MAHOMET1SM 

is  a  Christian  apostacy, 
formed  upon  the  basis 
of  true  Revelation,  and 
professed  by  nations 
which  were  formerly 
in  the  pale  of  the 
.Christian  Church. 

is  one  of  the  powers 
into  which  Antichrist 
is  divided,  usurping  the 
redeeming  and  media- 
torial power  of  Christ, 
which  is  annihilated 
under  this  system,  or 
transferred  to  the  u- 
surping  false  prophet. 


speaks  like  a  dra- 
gon : 


The  doctrine  of  PoO 
pery,  though  it  affect 
to  be  Christian,  is  in 
many  respects  ir  car- 
"  nal,  worldly,  devil- 
"  ish and  its  edicts 
have  been  enforced  by 
the  sword  of  the  civil 
power,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  eccle-  \ 
tiastical.  J 


The  object  of  PoO 
pery  has  been  to  ac- 
quire civilpower, which  [     i2Exerciseth  all 
the  Popes  have  effect-  W  power  of  the^ 
ed  to  a  vast  extent,  f  first  beast;  &c. : 
and  transmitted  to  their 
successors.  J 

l  L  2 


The  doctrine  of  Ma- 
homet, though  it  as- 
sume an  heavenly  ori- 
gin, is  not  heavenly, 
but  "  carnal,  worldly, 
"devilish,"  and  has 
been  enforced  by  the 
sword. 


Mahomet  made  use 
of  ecclesiastical  influ- 
ence to  obtain  civil 
power,  which  he  com- 
bined with  it,  and 
transmitted  to  his  suc- 
,  cessors. 

POPERY. 
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POPERY. 

Popery  has  been  ""J 
promoted  by  pretend- 
ed miracles,  so  that  the 
civil  power,  exercised 
by  the  Popes  over  kings 
and  their  subjects,  has 
been  believed  to  be  au- 
thorized by  divine  com- 
mission, and  has  been 
revered  accordingly. 


rev.  cu.  XIII. 


MAHOMETISM. 


f     Mahomet  persuaded 
13- U  Doeth    men  that  his  Konm 

great  wonders,  ma-    W||fl     a    divine  iaW) 

king    (ire    come  1  brought    down  from 

}d0™ [(r™ [h™™)  heaven    miraculomly , 

and  thus  he  gave  a 
religious  sanction  to 
his  civil  power. 


in  the  sight  of  men 
to  cause  them  to 
worship  the  beast : 


The  Popes  have " 
erected  a  civil  empire 
of  vast  extent  in  Chris- 
tendom. It  is  the  very 
image  of  the  ancient 
Roman  tyranny,  which 
persecuted  the  infant 
Church ;  but  more  for- 
midable, because  it  is 
believed  to  have  the 
sanction  of  Divine  ap- 
pointment. The  power 
in  such  hands  is  re- 
vered as  sacred. 


15   Makes  an 
image  of  the  beast, 
^to  which  he  gives ^ 
life  and  speech : 


Mahomet  and  his 
successors  have  erect- 
ed a  civil  empire  of 
great  extent  like  the 
Roman,  a  cruel  op- 
pressive power,  perse- 
cuting true  Religion, 
and  by  an  apparent 
sanction  from  heaven. 
Their  numerous  sub- 
jects revere  their  sjo- 
(_vernment  as  sacred. 


The  intolerance  and  16*  —  17  Causes 
persecuting  spirit  of 
Popery  is  notorious. 
The  protests  of  oilier 
religions  have  been 
murdered'  by  millions. 
And  the  Christian 
world  was  for  ages 
compelled  to  receive 
the  mark  and  name. 


> 


The  intolerance  and 
persecutingspirit  of  the 
Mahometans,  by  which 
I  hey  have  denied,  to 
all    hut   Mussel  maris, 
from  buying  an<K  the  common  privileges, 
selling,  unless  they     is  authenticated 
have  the  mark  or 


those  who  refuse 
worship  to  the 
hcust  to  be  slain, 
and  prohibits  them 


name  of  the  beast 
Sic. 


in  history,  as  arc  the 
grievous  sufferings  of 
the  Christians  under 

their  sway.  . 

Such 
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Sucli  is  the  agreement  between  Popery  and  Maho- 
mctism  ;  and  so  exactly  do  they  both  fulfil  the  pro- 
phecy of  the  second  apocalyptic  beast.     But  still, 
there  is  a  great  and  remarkable  difference  between 
these  two  apostacics.     The  Mahometan,  though  it 
acknowledge  Chi ist  as  a  Prophet,  divinely  born  and 
commissioned,  and  as  such  expects  him  to  return 
again  before  the  end  of  the  world  ;  seems  practically 
to  forget  him,  and  to  be  as  it  were  lost  to  his  name  ; 
dead  to  the  life  which  is  in  Christ.    The  papal  apostacy, 
though  in  works  it  deny  Christ,    and  in  many  in- 
stances has  so  corrupted  his  holy  Religion,  that  it 
can  scarcely  be  known  as  such ;  yet  in  name  acknow- 
ledges him  as  supreme  Lord,   and  calls  itself  ex- 
clusively the  Christian,  the  Catholic,  or  universal 
Church.    This  difference  seems  to  supply  us  with  the 
reason,  why  these  two  branches  of  Antichrist,  when 
they  come  to  be  treated  .separately  and  particularly  in 
the  visions  of  the  Apocalypse,  are  exhibited  in  a 
manner  so  different.    The  Mahometan  branch,  hav- 
ing sprung  up  rapidly  into  power ;  having  by  open 
force,  as  well  as  art,  possessed  itself  suddenly  of  em- 
pire, and  continued  in  the  possession  of  it  many  ages, 
apart  from  the  professed  Christian  Church ;  so  its  rise 
and  extension,  and  all  their  effects,  are  represented 
at  once  under  the  sixth  Trumpet ;  and  are  not  often 
noted  afterwards,  excepting  in  this  its  conjunction  with 
the  papal  bom.     But  the  papal  branch  required  a 
more  particular  description.     It  grew  up  gradually 
and  covertly  ;  stole  silently  into  power,  and  without 
much  conflict.     To  the  pure  and  reformed  Church, 
(which  is  to  win  her  way  to  victory  in  <rg  out 
of  the  body  of  the  beast  in  which  she  is  enveloped,) 
this  branch  is-  to  be  exhibited  specially  in  all  its  as- 
sumed 
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siimed  grandeur  and  artifice;  and  comfort  is  to  be 
afforded  against  its  terrors.  For  this  reason,  the  pa- 
pal horn  is  again  produced  to  view,  under  the  sym- 
bol of  the  great  harlot,  the  corrupt  Babylon  #.  With 
this  branch  of  Antichrist,  the  battles  of  the  Church 
are  principally  to  be  fought.  As  in  the  Apocalypse, 
so  in  the  Prophecies  of  Daniel,  the  blow  of  the  stone 
strikes  this  part  of  the  beast ;  the  toes  and  legs  of 
the  image;  the  Western,  the  European  Roman  em- 
pire ;  that  blow,  which  is  to  break  the  whole  of  An- 
tichrist to  pieces ;  when  the  stone  itself  will  become 
a  great  mountain,  a  kingdom  of  everlasting  righte- 
ousness, and  fill  the  whole  earth 

Ver.  18.  The  number  of  the  beast.]    I  have  not 
been  able  to  devise  any  plausible  interpretation  of  this 
number.    The  verse  which  contains  it  being  wanting 
in  some  of  the  MSS.,  I  had  entertained  some  suspi- 
cion, that  it  did  not  belong  to  the  true  text ;  but  it 
appears  upon  enquiry  to  be  genuine.    The  early  com- 
ment of  Irenaius  upon  it,  appealing  to  ancient  MSS. 
for  the  genuine  reading,  (ad  fin.  lib.  v.)  stamps  it 
with  great  authority.    And  I  do  not  find  that  any  of 
the  commentators  since  his  time  have  produced  any 
more  probable  conjectures  than  that  of  this  Father. 
The  word  Lateinos  was  first  produced  by  him :  and 
modern  commentators  adhere  to  it  J.    Others  com- 
pute the  number  of  the  beast  from  the  time  of  the 
vision,  seen  by  Saint  John  in  Patmos ;  and  thus  bring 
the  666  years  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  756,  or  758, 
when  the  Pope  obtained  his  temporal  power.    I  con- 
fess myself  far  from  satisfied  with  any  of  the  methods 
hitherto  produced  for  solving  this  difficulty. 

*  Ch.  xvii.  t  Dan.  vi. 

I  See  Bishop  Newton,  &c.  on  this  passage. 

PART 
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S  ECTION  I. 


The  Lamb  on  Mount  Si  on. 


1  KaI  KM 

<o«  to  «f«o»  if>r 
xo*  «tri  to  ©f>f 
fa?  «vr8 
2k*Jm  Tia<r*fax9»- 
t*  TiVo-sftr  X'- 

X/»Jif,  (^mu  to 

Z»Ofue  *Jt5,  j£  to 
cx>/a*   t«  waifof 

iwi   t5»  ySiuTru* 

2  mvrZtM  Kxiwaax 
pumi  U  tS  »£»»3, 
if  vXarun 
tw»5»,     if  p«rn» 

$arw»  *»»  TiKUVX  us 
jnQxf^ol  M.v.i  . : 
Ta»i»  TXiSKiQxfxis 

v*         xxirnt  uv- 

trtor  t3  «uu 
Uinrtn  t*»  Tio-aa- 


chap.  xiv.  ver.  1 — 5. 

1  And  I  looked,  and  to! 
the  Luuib,  standing 
on  the  mountain  Sion, 
and  with  hint  an  hun- 
dred and  forty-four 
thousand,  having  his 
name,  and  the  name 
of  his  Father,  written 
upon  their  foreheads. 

2  And  1  heard  a  voice 
from  heaven,  as  a  voice 
of  many  waters,  and  as 
a  voice  of  loud  thun- 
der ;  and  the  voice 
which  1  heard  as  of 
harpers    playing  on 

3  their  harps.  And  they 
sing,  as  it  were,  a  new 
song,  before  the  throne, 
and  before  the  four 
living-creatures,  and 
the  elders ;  and  no  one 
was  able  to  learn  the 
song,  cx<  ept  the  huu- 


1  And  I  looked,  and  lo, 
a  Lamb  stood  on  the 
mount  Sion,  and  with 
him  an  hundred  forty 
and  four  thousand, 
having  his  Father's 
name  written  in  their 

2  foreheads.  And  I  heard 
a  voice  from  heaven, 
as  the  voice  of  many 
waters,  and  as  the 
voice  of  a  great  thun- 
der: and  I  heard  the 
voice  of  harpers  harp- 
ing with  their  harps: 

3  And  they  sung  as  it 
were  a  new  song  be- 
fore the  throne,  and 
before  the  four  beasts, 
and  the  elders  ;  and  no 
man  could  learn  that 
song*  but  the  hun- 
dred and  forty  and  four 
thousand,  which  were 
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rievxps  y^iktahiy 

4  -n>f  yfit.  OvTMtl- 
air,  ol  (JLtla.  ywxt- 

-axfoiv  yd?  U7n' 

■*     t  »        »  »  . 
arc;  01  XKrko- 

t2  if  ><*  ovtt 

i>  liray*'  «ro<  ny<>- 
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APOCALYPSE. 

drcd  and  forty  -  four 
thousand,  the  redeem- 
ed   from    the  earth. 

4-  These  are  they  who 
have  not  been  defiled 
with  women,  for  they 
are  virgins  ;  these  are 
they  who  follow  the 
Lamb  whithersoever 
he  gocth  ;  these  were 
redeemed  from  among 
men,  a  first-fruit  unto 
God  and  to  the  Lamb ; 

5  And  in  their  mouth 
was  found  no  guile, 
for  they  are  spotless. 


[Pt.  V.  §  1. 

redeemed    from  the 

4  earth.  These  are  they 
whieh  were  not  denied 
with  women  ;  for  they 
are  virgins  :  these  arc 
they  which  follow  the 
Lamb  whithersoever 
he  goeth :  these  were 
redeemed  from  among 
men,  being  the  first- 
fruits  unto  God,  and 

5  to  the  Lamb.  And  in 
their  mouth  was  found 
no  guile :  for  they  are 
without  fault  before 
the  throne  of  God. 


Ver.  1—4.  The  Lamb — on  mount  Sion,  and  xeith 
him,— Sec]  The  seventh  Trumpet  had  already  sound- 
ed, and  a  general  view  of  its  blissful  effects,  in  re- 
storing the  kingdom  to  the  Messiah  and  his  followers, 
had  been  afforded  *.  The  conflict  is  now  to  be  ex- 
pected. But  before  the  battle  takes  place,  the  battle- 
array  is  to  be  viewed.  The  enemies  of  Christ  and  of 
his  Church,  the  dragon,  the  beast,  the  false  prophet, 
have  been  exhibited  in  the  two  last  chapters.  But 
"  when  the  enemy  shall  come  in  like  a  flood,  theSpi- 
"  rit  of  the  Lord  shall  lift  up  a  standard  against  him, 
t;  and  the  Redeemer  shall  come  to  Zion  f."  During  the 
alarming  progress  of  the  antichristian  powers,  the 
Christian  forces  arc  not  idle  and  unemployed.  The 
vision   proceeds   to  exhibit  their  efforts  to  check, 

*  Ch.  xi.  15.  f  Isaiah,  lix.  19.  20. 

and 
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and  at  length  finally  subdue,  the  enemies  of  the 
Church.  The  Lamb  *  appears  upon  Mount  Sion,  up- 
on the  place  of  true  religious  service  f;  the  site  of 
the  heavenly  Jerusalem ;  the  seat  of  the  throne  of 
the  Messiah  J.  He  comes  attended  by  his  Church ; 
by  the  hundred-and-forty-four  thousand,  who  had 
been  sealed  as  "  Israelites  indeed He  comes  in 
the  likeness  of  his  suffering  state,  leading  his  followers 
to  conquer  by  suffering  ||,  not  yet  by  his  vengeance. 

This  then  appears  to  be  the  true,  persecuted,  and 
suffering  Christian  Church,  which  throughout  the 
reign  of  the  dragon,  beast,  and  false  prophet,  refuses 
to  worship  the  image,  and  receive  the  mark  of  the 
beast.  These  are  marked  holy  unto  God  ;  the  pre- 
cious price  of  Redemption  has  not  been  paid  for  them 
in  vain  5|\  And  "  there  is  joy  in  heaven,"  on  be- 
holding their  array.  The  voice  of  Deity  from  the 
throne,  awful  and  sublime**,  acknowledges  them; 
the  heavenly  chorus  breaks  forth  into  songs  of  praise 
and  exultation.  They  sing  "  a  new  song  ft*"  tne 
song  of  the  Lamb,  a  song  mysterious,  unfit  for  im- 
pure and  worldly  ears  JJ ;  in  which  those  only  can  be 
initiated  who  are  pure  and  faithful :  and  the  delights  of 
the  heavenly  harmony  are  unutterable;  "  none  know- 
"  eth,  but  he  that  receiveth  it§§.w 

Ver.  4,  5.  These  are  they,  who — &c]  Here  fol- 
lows a  description  of  that  pure  Church,  which  alone 

•  See  note,  ch.  v.  6.  f  See  note,  ch.  viii.  8. 

X  Psalm  ii.  6.  Heb.  xii.  22.  Isaiah  ii.  23,  &c. ;  xi.  9, 10;  lvi.  7. 
Ezek.  xvii.  22,  &c. ;  xx.  40.  Micah  iv.  1,  2.  Luke  iii.  5,  6. 

§  See  notes,  ch.  vii.         ||  Note,  ch.  ii.  7.        1T  1  Cor.  vi.  20. 
*•  See  notes,  ch.  i.  14.  vi.  1. 

H  See  note,  ch.  ii.  17. ;  iii.  12.  tt  m> 

Rev.ii.17.  . 

Christ 
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Christ  acknowledges  for  his  own,  during  the  usurpa- 
tion of  Antichrist.  fH  yuv*j  signifies  generally  a  mar- 
ried woman  ;  the  crime  committed  with  such  is  adul- 
tery ;  which  may  he  taken,  in  a  literal  sense,  to  re- 
present in  general  all  the  defilements  of  the  flesh  ;  or 
in  a  metaphorical  sense,  a  woman  is  a  Church,  or 
congregation  of  religious  persons*;  which,  keeping 
itself  pure  from  idolatry,  is  styled  a  Virgin  ;  hut,  de- 
filed with  such  abomination,  is  denominated  Harlot 
or  Adulteress.  "  They  called,"  says  Hegisippus,  "  the 
<c  Church  a  Virgin,  when  it  was  not  corrupted  by 
"  vain  doctrines  f."  Every  part  of  this  description 
may  be  found  applied  in  other  places  of  Scripture  : — 
1.  by  Saint  Peter;  "they  have  escaped  the  corrup- 
tion that  is  in  the  world  through  lust  J:"  2.  by 
our  Lord  ;  "  follow  the  Lamb  whithersoever  he  goeth," 
that  is,  "  take  up  their  cross  and  follow  him  §  3. 
by  Saint  Paul ;  are  redeemed,  "  bought  with  a  price  ||: " 
4.  by  Saint  James;  "  a  kind  of  first  fruits  of  God's 
*'  creatures«f:"  Lastly,  11  speaking  no  deceit,"  "  blame- 
4<  less  before  God  And  this  description  agrees 
nearly  with  that  of  the  Prophet  Zephaniah  :  "  I  will 
"  leave  in  the  midst  of  thee  an  afflicted  and  poor 
4 'people,  and  they  shall  trust  in  the  name  of  the 
"  Lord ;  the  remnant  of  Israel  shall  not  do  iniquity, 
44  nor  speak  lies,  neither  shall  a  deceitful  tongue  be 
"  found  in  their  mouth.  They  shall  feed  and  lie 
4<  down,  and  none  shall  make  them  afraid  ft. " 

»  See  note,  ch.  ii.  20.        -J  Euscb.  Hibt.  Eccl.  lib.  iv.  cap.  xxvi. 

I  ^  Pet.  i.  4.  $  Matt.  x.  38. 

jj  lCor.  vi.  20.  1f  James  i.  18. 

*•  1  Pet.  ii.  22.;  iii.  10.  2  Pet.  iii.  4.  Phil,  ii.  15.  Luke  i.6. 

•ft  Zcpb.  iii.  12,  13, 

PART 
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PART  V. 


SECTION  II, 
The  first  Angel  proclaims. 


6  K«*    t$or  oXXm 

rtts  tudmiiil&t  ivi 
Tht  yis,    tvl  «»» 

y\Z<rarx>  X*"* 

7  A*y«,  If  *«f 

fa  fcfc.  ; 

vat  Xj  zmyas  voa- 
rut; 


cuap.  xiv.  vkr.  6,  7* 

6  And  I  saw  another 
angel  flying  in  the 
space  between  heaven 
and  earth,  having  an 
everlasting  Gospel,  to 
preach  good  tidings  to 
those  that  dwell  on 
the  earth,  and  to  every 
nation,  and  tribe,  and 
language,  and  people, 

7  Saying  with  a  loud 
voice  ;  "  Fear  God, 
M  and  give  him  glory  : 
"  for  the  hour  of  his 
"judgment  is  come: 
**  and  worship  him  who 
"  created  the  heaven, 
"  and  the  earth,  and 
•«  the  sea,  and  the 
M  springs  of  waters." 


And  I  saw  another  an- 
gel fly  in   the  midst 
of  heaven,  having  the 
everlasting  Gospel  to 
preach  unto  them  that 
dwell  on   the  earth, 
and  to  every  nation, 
and      kindred,  and 
tongue,  and  people, 
Saying  with   a  loud 
voice,  Fear  God,  and 
give  gl  >ry  to  him,  for 
the  hour  of  his  judge- 
ment is  come:  and 
worship  him  that  made 
heaven  and  earth,  and 
the  sea,  and  the  foun- 
tains of  waters. 


The  character  of  the  true,  faithful,  Christian 
Church  having  been  exhibited,  its  history  now  begins 
to  be  generally  set  forth  ;  while  solemn  warnings,  and 
instructions,  and  encouragements,  most  useful  to  the 
faithful  during  the  times  of  the  beast,  are  delivered. 
And  first  an  angel,  flying  in  mid-heaven  *,  proclaims 

•  See  note,  ch.  viii.  13. 

the 
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[Pt.  V.  §  3. 


the  Gospel,  as  an  everlasting  rule  of  faith  and  of 
conduct  It  has  been  the  endeavour  of  the  anti- 
christian  powers  to  corrupt,  or  secrete,  this  Gospel*, 
which  is  to  lead  all  nations  and  languages  to  the 
knowledge  and  worship  of  the  Almighty  Creator. 
So  the  progress  of  the  Reformation  seems  here  to  be 
prefigured,  which,  from  its  first  dawnings,  ever  ap- 
pealed to  the  everlasting  Gospel  as  the  sole  rule  of 
faith,  and  preached  the  restoration  of  Gospel  worship 
in  opposition  to  the  reigning  impurities  and  supersti- 
tions. 

Ver.  7.  Judgmc?it.]    See  note,  ch.  xi.  18. 

*  Mahomet  and  bis  followers  have  corrupted, — the  papal  hierarchy 
have  secreted  it. 


PART  V. 


SECTION  III. 


The  second  Angel  proclaims. 


8  Ka.  a  )  ?  0  s  u  yi'/.is 
«xeXt*4Wt,  Xty«»' 
*£T!Ti9,  itrict  Bx- 

pu<ya>.>},  [on]  Ik 

tr,s  —' av- 
rris  witot<«  zsarlx 

ft* 


chap.  xiv.  ver.  8. 

8  And  another  angel  fol- 
lowed, saying ;  "  She 
11  is  fallen !  Babylon, 
11  the  great  Babylon, 
«  is  fallen !  [for]  of 
"  the  wine  of  the  rage 
"  of  her  fornication 
«  she  hath  made  all 
"  the  nations  to  drink." 


And  there  followed 
another  angel,  saying. 
Babylon  is  fallen,  is 
fallen,  that  great  city, 
because  she  made  all 
nations  drink  of  the 
wine  of  the  wrath  of 
her  fornication. 


Another 
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Another  angel  follows,  proclaiming  the  fall  of 
44  Babylon,  that  great  city,"  which  had  intoxicated, 
seduced,  and  corrupted  the  nations  with  her  impure 
religion.  This  city,  and  her  fall,  will  be  more  par- 
ticularly represented  in  chapters  xvii.  and  xviii.  It 
is  sufficient  in  this  place  to  observe,  that  this  is  one 
very  formidable  horn  of  the  second  antichristian  beast, 
the  false  prophet ;  the  fall  of  which  is  here  propheti- 
cally anticipated,  for  the  comfort  and  encouragement 
of  the  suffering  Church,  engaged  in  opposing  her. 
And  the  progress  of  the  Reformation  seems  still  to 
be  generally  described  :  for,  the  purer  Christians,  the 
Albigenses  and  Valdenses,  in  the  twelfth  century, 
pronounced  the  church  of  Rome  to  be  this  very 
"  Babylon ;  the  mother  of  harlots,  and  abomina- 
"  tions  of  the  earth  V  From  this  discovery  is  to  be 
dated  the  beginning  of  her  fall. 

*  See  Mede's  Works,  pp.  517.  722.  &c.  Thuan.  Hist.  lib.  vi.  cap. 
10*.   Bp.  Newton's  Dissert,  vol  iii.  p.  258.  8vo. 


PART  V. 


SECTION  IV. 


The  third  Angel  proclaims. 


9  Km  TfZ-rof  a  yiXoy 
not  a  xires,  tC, 


cuap.  xiv.  ver.  9—12. 

9  And  a  third  angel  fol- 
lowed them,  saying 
with  a  loud  voice :  u  If 
u  any  one  worship  the 
"  beast  and  his  image, 
M  ami  receive  a  mark 
"  upon  hit  forehead, 


9  And  the  third  angel 
followed  tbcm,  saying 
with  a  loud  voice,  If 
any  man  worship  the 
beast  and  his  image, 
and  receive  his  mark 
in  his  forehead,  or  in 
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44  or  upon  his  hand  ; 

10"  Even  he  shall  drink 
"of  the  wine  of  the 
"  wrath  of  God,  of  the 
"  imbittered  powerful 
"  wine,  in  the  cup  of 
"  his  anger,  and  shall 
"  be  tormented  with 
11  fire  and  brimstone 
"  before  the  holy  an- 
"  gels,  and  before  the 

11"  Lamb.     And  the 
"  smoke  of  their  tor- 
M  ment  aacendeth  for 
"  ever  and  ever:  and 
"  they  have  no  rest, 
"  day  nor  night,  who 
11  worship   the  beast 
M  and  his  iraa^e,  and 
"  if  any  one  receive 
"  the   mark   of  his 
12"  name.    Herein  the 
"  patience  of  the  Saints 
"  is,  they  who  keep 
*•  the  commandments 
"  of  God,   and  the 
"faith  of  Jesus." 


[Pt  V.  §  4. 

10  his  band,  The  same 
shall  drink  of  the  wine 
of  the  wrath  of  God, 
which  is  poured  out 
without  mixture,  into 
the  cup  of  his  indig- 
nation ;  and  he  shall  bo 
tormented  with  fire 
and  brimstone,  in  the 
presence  of  the  holy 
angels,  and  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Lamb  : 

11  And  die  smoke  of  their 
torment  ascendeth  up 
for  ever  and  ever  ;  and 
they  have  no  rest  day 
nor  night  who  worship 
the  beast  and  his  i- 
mage,  and  whosoever 
receiveth  the  mark  of 

12  his  name.  Here  is 
the  patience  of  the 
saints :  here  are  they 
that  keep  the  com- 
mandments of  God, 
and  the  faith  of  Jesus. 


A  third  angel  proclaims  just  and  eternal  ven- 
geance upon  those  who  "  worship  the  beast who 
knowing  their  duty  and  their  allegiance  to  God,  sa- 
crifice them  to  their  worldly  interests.  They  are 
threatened  with  "  the  wine  of  the  wrath  of  God  ;* 
the  wine,  which  is  at  first  strong  of  itself,  unmixed 
(«xp*7ov),  has  no  diluting  liquor  put  to  it,  to  reduce 
its  strength,  as  was  common  in  the  eastern  nations 

of 
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of  antiquity.  But,  secondly,  it  is  xfx^a^fvov,  ren 
still  stronger  by  the  mixture  of  powerful,  intoxicaV/ 
ting  ingredients.  Compare  Isaiah  li.  17 — 23;  Psalm 
lxxv.  8.  "The  Hebrew  idea  of  which  Saint  John  ex- 
"  presses  in  Greek,  with  the  utmost  precision,  though 
"  with  a  seeming  contradiction  in  terms,  y.e'A^et^evov 
"  xxfutov,  merum  mixtum ;  pure  wine  made  yet 
11  stronger  by  a  mixture  of  powerful  ingredients.  In 
"  the  hand  of  Jehovah,  (saith  the  Psalmist,)  there  is  a 
"  cup,  and  the  wine  is  turbid ;  it  is  full  of  mixed 
"  liquor,  and  he  poureth  out  of  it,  (or  rather  he 
"  poureth  it  out  of  one  vessel  into  another,  to  mix  it 
"  perfectly,  according  to  the  reading  expressed  by  the 
"  ancient  versions,)  all  the  ungodly  shall  wring  them 
"  out  and  drink  them."  The  expression  in  the  Sep- 
tuagint,  Psalm  lxxv.  8  :  sroh^cv — oivx  cty^als  -static 
Mff«e>utfes,  which  in  the  Chaldee  is  called  a  cup  of 
"  malediction,  throws  additional  light  on  this  pas- 
sage. Compare  also  Psalm  xi.  6;  lx.  S:  Jer.  xxv. 
J 5,  16,  &c.  :  Lam.  iv.  21  :  Ezek.  xxiii.  32,  &c.  : 
"  Ilab.  ii.  16:  Zech.  xii.  <i\  also  Horn.  II.  xxii.  527; 
"  Odyss.  iv.  SCO*."  Such  terms  were  used  to  express 
the  anger  of  God,  terrible  by  temporal  punishments, 
but  most  terrible  by  those  torments  beyond  the  grave, 
"  where  their  worm  dieth  not,  and  their  fire  is  not 
11  quenched;"  which  ideas  are  also  forcibly  expressed 
in  the  words  now  before  us  ;  "  the  smoke  of  their 
"  torment  ascendeth  for  ever  and  ever."  Thus  the 
terror  of  the  greater  evil  is  exhibited,  to  enable  Chris- 
tians to  undergo  the  less  with  patient  courage  de- 
scribed in  the  twelfth  verse. 


«< 


cc 


•  Bp.  Lowth,  on  Isaiah  1>. 


♦ 
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PART  V. 

SECTION  V. 
The  Blessedness  of  those  who  die  in  the  Lord,  pro- 
claimed. 

CHAP.  Xiv.  VER.  13. 

13  And  I  heard  a  voice 
from  heaven,  saying 
unto  me,  Write,  Bles- 
sed are  the  dead  which 
die  in  the  Lord,  from 
henceforth :  Yea,  saith 
the  Spirit,  that  they 
may  rest  from  their 
labours ;  and  their 
works  do  follow  them. 


The  voices  of  the  angels  had  pronounced  the 
punishments  of  those  who,  for  worldly  purposes  re- 
ceiving the  antichristian  mark,  deny  their  Lord.  A 
voice  from  heaven,  from  the  throne  itself,  confirms 
their  denunciations,  adding  thereto  this  consolation; 
that  if  the  iiery  trial  proceed  to  its  last  stage,  even  to 
temporal  death,  this  death  shall  be  blessed :  sha  11  in- 
troduce the  martyr  to  an  eternal  freedom  from  pain 
and  trouble;  his  sufferings  on  earth  shall  be  recom- 
pensed with  everlasting  rest  and  glory. 

These  four  proclamations  arc  plain  in  their  meaning, 
and  of  easy  solution  to  those  who  are  versed  in  Scrip- 
tural language.  They  seem  intended  to  be  so,  in  order- 
that  all  Christians  may  be  encouraged  in  time  of  trial 
to  preserve  their  allegiance  to  their  Lord,  the  Lamb ; 
whose  banner  is  unfolded  in  this  chapter. 

PART 


13 


fx  t5  ip,S,  At- 

«  if  Kvfy  «*o- 

Nai,  Xyu  to  tntv- 
fA.xt   nx  avavav- 

OvTwv*  T»$*  !pyx 


mvrSv. 


13  And  I  heard  a  voice 
from  heaven,  saying; 
"  Write  ;  Blessed  are 
"  the  dead,  who  die 
"  in  the  Lord,  hence- 
u  forth,  even  so,  saith 
"  the  Spirit,  that  they 
i(  may  rest  from  their 
M  labours,  but  their 
"  works  follow  with 
"  them." 
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PART  V. 
SECTION  VI. 

The  Vision  of  the  Harvest  and  of  the  Vintage. 


chap.  xiv.  ver,  14— lo  the  end. 


14K«i  Mot,  xai  IS  a 
ror  <^wio»  vlZ  «>df  aJ- 


taS,  xfai^vn  it  fxt- 
7»Ajj  ^wirri  tJ  kx- 
6r>tuiy  ttrl  fit  >»- 

f  iXuf  ni/x^o»  to 

SftTOfoV   a*,  xa< 
3i'f<o-o»#  on 
[ooj]    it  £f«  r5 
Stgiaxi'  ot<  ilju- 

b  StfKTfAOi  rr,i 

16  •pis.    Km  iCxXir 

«f  tx»j»  to  ijgfawm 
o£t5  iv<  Tn»  yvr 
xxi  MhfivOn  i  yr>' 

17K«i  «XAoJ  AVtXos 
i$X0»  U  rS  >«« 

Ml  «■       »  — 

T*  ft  T«  tf£«M., 
l^Travo,    o#.  K*i 

aXXor  oTytAw  l{5X- 
6m  «  t«  W/«rn- 


1  +  And  I  looked,  and  lo ! 
a  white  cloud;  and 
upon  the  cloud  one 
sitting,  like  the  Son  of 
Man;  having  upon  his 
head  a  golden  crown, 
and  in  his  band  a  sharp 

15  sickle.  And  another 
angel  came  forth  from 
the  temple,  crying  with 
a  loud  Toice  to  him 
who  was  sitting  on  the 
cloud;  *'  Send  forth 
'*  thy  sickle,  and  reap ; 
11  for  the  time  of  [thy] 
u  reaping  is  come;  for 
"  the  harvest  of  the 
"  earth  is  become 
"  ripe."  And  he  who 
was  sitting  upon  the 
cloud,  cast  his  sickle 
upon  the  earth,  and  the 

I7earth  was  reaped.  And 
another  angel  came 
forth  from  the  temple 
in  Heaven,  he  also 
having  a  sharp  sickle. 

18  And  another  angel 
came  forth  from  the 
altar,  having  power 
over  the  fire;  and  ht 

U  M 


14  And  I  looked,  and  be- 
hold, a  white  cloud, 
and  upon  the  cloud 
one  sat,  like  unto  the 
Son  of  man,  having 
on  his  head  a  golden 
crown,  and  in  bis  hand 

15  a  sharp  sickle.  And 
another  angel  came  out 
of  the  temple,  crying 
with  a  loud  voice  to 
him  that  sat  on  the 
cloud,  Thrust  in  thy 
sickle,  and  reap-  for 
the  time  is  come  for 
thee  to  reap ;  for  the 
harvest  of  the  earth  is 

16  ripe.  And  he  that  sat 
on  the  cloud,  thrust  in 
bis  sickle  on  the  earth ; 
and  the  earth  was  reap- 

17  ed.  And  another  angel 
came  out  of  the  tem- 
ple, which  is  in  heaven, 
he  also  having  a  sharp 

18  sickle.  And  another 
angel  came  out  from 
the  altar,  which  had 
power  over  fire;  and 
cried  with  a  loud  cry 
to  him  that  had  the 
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called  out  with  a  loud 
voice  to  him  who  had 
the  sharp  sickle,  say- 
ing; 41  Send  forth  thy 
"  sharp  sickle,  and  ga- 
11  tlier  the  clusters  of 
"  the  viae  of  the  earth, 
M  for  her  grapes  are 
19"  fully  ripe."  And  the 
angel  cast  his  sickle  to 
theearth,  and  gathered 
the  grapes  of  the  vine 
of  the  earth,  and  cast 
them  into  the  great 
•press  ol  the  wrath 


CO  of  God.  And  the 
wine-press  was  trod- 
den on  the  outside  of 
the  city;  and  there 
came  forth  blood  from 
the  wine-press,  even 
unto  the  bridles  of  the 
'horses,  for  the  space 
of  a  thousand  six  hun- 
dred furlongs. 


[Ft.  V.  §  6. 

sharp  sickle,  saying. 
Thrust  in  thy  sharp 
sickle,  and  gather  the 
clusters  of  the  vine  of 
the  earth;  for  her 
grapes  are  fully  ripe. 

1<)  And  the  angel  thrust 
in  his  sickle  into  the 
ecrth,  and  gathered 
the  vine  of  the  earth, 
and  cast  it  into  the 
great  w  ine-press  of  the 

CO  wrath  of  Clod.  And 
the  wine-press  was 
trodden  without  the 
city,  and  blood  come 
out  of  the  wine-press, 
even  unto  the  horse- 
bridles,  by  the  space 
of  a  thousand  and  six 
hundred  furlongs. 


Times  of  persecution,  such  as  have  been  now  repre- 
sented under  the  antichristian  powers,  are  times  when- 
the  faith  and  virtue  of  Christians  are  tried  by  the- 
se verest  tests.    Many  arc  they,  "  who  gladiy  receiver 
"  the  word,  but  in  time  of  persecution  fall  away."  Now 
such  methods  of  God's  Providence  separate  the  good 
seed  from  the  tares*.    But  the  time  of  harvest  and 
vintage,  represented  also  in  the  Old  Tcstamentf,  is  a, 

*  Which  our  Lord  and  his  Angels  are  represented  as  doing,  in  Matt. 
XtU.  41.  Mark  iv.  29;  where  the  word  fymmm  is  also  used. 
tJer.li.33.   Joel  iii.  13.    Is.  lxtii.  1-7. 

3  time 
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time  not  only  of  separation  of  the  good  from  the 
w  icked,  but  also  of  the  final  punishment  or  destruction 
of  the  latter,  expressed  by  the  act  of  burning  the  tares 
and  chaff;  and  also  by  the  bloody  and  furious  appear- 
ance of  him  who,  stained  with  the  juice  of  grapes,  tread- 
eth  the  wine-press      The  imagery  of  both  harvest  and 
vintage  are  brought  together  in  the  prophecy  of  Joel ; 
which  seems  to  give,  in  a  short  and  abstracted  form,  the 
same  picture  as  this  passage  in  the  Revelation.    "  Put 
"  ye  in  the  sickle,  for  the  harvest  is  ripe ;  come,  get 
"  you  down,  for  the  press  is  full,  the  fats  overflow : — 
"for,  their  wickedness  is  great  f.M    This  final  venge- 
ance of  the  Almighty  upon  his  enemies,  is  evidently 
not  yet  accomplished.    But  such  a  general  view  of 
"  Gods  righteous  judgments"  was  proper  to  accom- 
pany the  warnings  and  encouragements  delivered  in 
this  chapter;  in  which  is  also  generally  displayed  the 
successful  warfare  of  the  Lamb   aud  his  followers. 
"  What  particular  events  are  signified  by  this  harvest 
"  and  vintage,  it  appears  impossible  for  any  man  to 
"  determine;  time  alone  can  with  certainty  discover: 
"  for,  these  things  are  yet  in  futurity ;  only  it  may  be 
"  observed,  that  these  two  signal  judgments  will  cer- 
"  tainly  come,  as  harvest  and  vintage  succeed  in  their 
"  season,  and,  in  the  course  of  Providence  the  one  will 
"  precede  the  other,  as,  in  the  course  of  nature,  the 
"harvest  is  before  the  vintage;  and  the  latter  will 
"  greatly  surpass  the  former,  and  be  attended  with  a 
"  more  terrible  destruction  of  God's  enemies.    It  is 
"  said,  ver.  20,  that  the  '  blood  came  even  unto  the 
"  1  horses'  bridles;'  which  is  a  strong  hyperbolical  way 
"  of  speaking,  to  express  vast  slaughter,  and  effusion 

•  Gen.  xlix.  11.    Psalm  km.  1—7.    Lara.  i.  15.  —  M»i  ivafan. 
t  Joel  Hi.  13. 

M  M  2  "  Of  . 
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**  of  blood;  a  way  of  speaking  not  unknown  to  the 
"  Jews;  for,  the  Jesuralem  Talmud,  describing  the 
"  woeful  slaughter  which  the  Roman  Emperor  Adrian 
"  made  of  the  Jews  at  the  destruction  of  the  city  of 
"  Bitter,  saith,  that  the  horses  waded  in  blood  up  to  the 
"  nostrils.  Nor  are  similar  examples  wanting  even  in 
"  the  classic  authors ;  for,  Silius  Italicus,  speaking  of 
"  Annibal's  descent  into  Italy,  useth  the  like  expres- 
"  sion ;  the  bridles  flowing  with  much  blood*." 

*  Bp.  Newton,  Dissert.  iii.  p.  20*7.  8vo  edit. 
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PART  VI. 

SECTION  I. 
The  Vision  preparatory  to  the  seven  Vials. 

CHAPTER  XV.  &  CHAP.  Xvi.  VER.  1* 

1  And  I  saw  another  sign 
in  heaven  great  and 
marvellous,  seven  an- 
gels having  the  seven 


1  KaI   fft<*  «XXo 
cnifxtTof  h  tw  af 

a.yiXwr  nrw,  *xor~ 
rau  X3^iiy*s  \vr% 
T«f  tvyarast  on 
J?  avraJt  triKi<r&n 

O    Sl/fAOf    TB  018. 

2  Km  i$©t 

nxKitlas  Ix  tb  9nf£u 
ix  to;  fixovof  *v- 
t5,     ix  tb  *{i0/ab 
Tb  wqpMM  «utb, 

itSrm  Iwi  ™ M- 
A*<r«-*»Twt**/w, 
i^nlas  xiQ*f*s  tb 

3  ©ib.  KMtflt**rnt 
ftia  Miwfcf 

tb  ©ib,  k)  t4»  ftS» 
tS  «>ib»  *h*b*' 

par*  rot  Spy*  <ru, 
Kjflfi 

rMfwrif*  >««m 

ob,  o  0M?*Atvf  tw 

4  j^f"     J  T/iS 

pi  pC*0j  [«] 

Ksfii,  x*<  $o£a<nj 
to  oiopa  C«J  5 


1  And  I  saw  another 
sign  in  Heaven,  great 
and  wonderful:  seven 

angels  having  the  seven 


last  plagues:  for  in 
them  was  completed 
the  wrath  pf  God. 

2  And  I  saw,  as  it  were, 
a  sea,  glassy,  mingled 
with  fire,  and  those 
who  had  gotten  the 
victory  over  the  beast, 
and  over  his  image, 
and  over  the  number 
of  bis  name,  standing 
upon  the  glassy  sea, 
having  harps  of  God. 

3  And  they  sing  the 
song  of  Moses,  the 
servant  of  God,  and 
the  song  of  the  Lamb ; 
saying,  "  Great  and 
»  wonderful  are  thy 
«  works,  O  Lord,  the 
"  Almighty  God ;  just 
"and  true  are  thy  ways, 

"King   of  tf£>\ 
«  Who  shall  not  fear, 
«  [thee]  O  Lord,  and 
"  glorify  thy  name,  for 
*  thou  alone  art  holy ! 


last  plagues,  for  in 
them  is  filled  up  the 

2  wrath  of  God.  And  I 
saw  as  it  were  a  sea  of 

glass,  mingled  with 
fire;  and  them  that 
had  gotteu  the  victory 
over  the  beast,  and 
over  his  image,  and 
over  his  mark,  and  oxer 
the  number  of  his 
name,  stand  on  the  sea 
of  glass,  having  the 

3  harps  of  God.  And 
they  sing  the  song  of 
Moses  the  servant  of 
God,  and  the  song  of 
the  Lamb,  saying, 
Great  and  marvellous 
arc  thy  works,  Ix>rd 
God  Almighty;  just 
and  true  are  thy  ways, 
thou  King  of  taints. 

4  Who  shall  not  fear 
thee,  O  Lord,  and  glo- 
rify thy  nam**?  for 
ihou  only  art  holy  :  for 
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tjo»  <rtf  ort  rx  ot- 
xxix(jLxla.  <rtt  tyx- 

5  uevQiiraiv,  Kxi 
(Mia  txvtx 

n»tiyri  o  txls  rr,s 

G  i»  if xiv.  Kxi 
«£d>«0o»  oi  'mix 
etfytfai  oi  !y^fi*ks 
rxt  mix  wfatymt 
fix  t«  nae^,  i>5i- 
ciyxim  X/»o»  xaflzf 

7  KxlhtKTv*  Ttinrx- 
fu*         i$»xi  TNI 

Ti  ©i5  (Mo* 
lit  Ttff  MVNU  Tw» 
S  ft*!**  Kai  iyl- 
•  txis  *M*« 
U  rns  t« 
fc>*P,  xj  ix  Ttjj 
fAUM  HVTtt'  x}  tf&Jf 

j^w^lo  eiVi^Cm  n'y 

T0»  JTJIOV,  eiy^i  Tl- 

xi  mix 
Z}},n.xi    tu»  iwlai 

<?,*  yX'**s  fjjyxV.r,s 
Ik  th  vxh,  }.ty*i<7r,i 
rois  mix  uythois 

^'Trxjjftls,  x^x.*ei**- 

Taj   mix  (piahxs 

Th  $V/U.«"  Tti  01  tf  llf 


"  Tor,  all  tjic  nations 
"  shall  come  and  wor- 
44  ship  thee ;  for  thy 
u  righteous  judgments 
"  have  been  made  ina- 

5  "  nifcst."  And  after 
this,  I  looked,  and 
there  was  opened  the 
temple  of  the  Taberna- 
cle of  the  Testimony 

6*  in  Heaven.  And  the 
seven  angels,  who  had 
the  seven  plagues, 
came  out  [of  the  tem- 
ple] clothed  in  pure, 
resplendent  linen,  and 
girt  about  their  breasts 
with   golden  girdles. 

7  And  one  of  the  four 
living-crcaturcs  gave 
unto  the  seven  angels 
seven  golden  Vials, 
full  of  the  wrath  of 
Ciod,  who  livcth  for 

8  ever  and  ever.  And 
the  temple  was  filled 
with  smoke  from  the 
glory  of  God,  and  from 
his  power  ;  and  no  one 
was  able  to  enter  into 
the  temple,  until  the 
seven  plagues  of  the 
seven  angels  should  be 

1  completed.  And  I 
heard  a  loud  voice  out 
of  the  temple,  saying 
to  the  seven  angels, 
"  Go,  and  pour  out 
'I  the  seven  vials  of  the 
{*  wrath  of  God  upon 
"  the  earth." 


all  nations  shall  come 
and  worship  before 
thee;  tor  thy  judg- 
ments arc  made  mani- 

5  fest.  And  after  that  I 
looked,  and  behold, 
the  temple  of  the  ta- 
bernacle of  the  testi- 
mony in  heaven  was 

6  opened  :  And  the  se- 
ven angels  came  out  of 
the  temple,  having  the 
seven  plagues,  cloath- 
ed  in  pure  and  white 
linen,  and  having  their 
breasts  girded  with  gol- 

7  den  girdles.  And  one 
of  the  four  beasts  gave 
unto  the  seven  angels, 
seven  golden  vials  full 
of  the  wrath  of  God, 
who  liveth  for  everand 

8  ever.  And  the  temple 
was  filled  with  smoak 
from  the  glory  of  God, 
and  from  his  power; 
and  no  man  was  able 
to  enter  into  the  tem- 
ple, till  the  seven 
plagues  of  the  seven 
angels  were  fulfilled. 

1  And  I  heard  a  great 
voice  out  of  the  tem- 
ple, saying  to  the  se- 
ven angels,  Go  )our 
ways,  an  i  pour  out 
the  vials  of  the  *rath 
of  God  upon  the 
earth. 
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Ver.  1.  Another  sign  in  heaven — seven  angels ;  &c] 
The  scene  of  the  vision  continues  the  same,  heaven  and 
earth  in  view,  and  the  angels,  who  arc  the  actors,  pass- 
ing between  both.  The  present  exhibition  is  preparatory. 
Such  a  general  representation  had  preceded  the  seven 
Seals,  and  the  seven  Trumpets ;  this  precedes  the  seven 
Vials,  We  are  now  in  the  midst  of  the  warfare  carried 
on  by  the  Church  of  Christ,  under  his  auspices,  to  re- 
sist the  formidable  efforts  of  t  he  combined  enemies.  It 
is  a  silent  warfare,  operating  chiefly  in  the  human 
heart.  But  heaven  is  now  seen  interposing  visibly  to 
repress  the  pride  and  arrogance  of  the  antichristian 
usurpers.  And  as  seven  angels,  by  sounding  the  alarm, 
had  foreshewn  the  several  shocks  of  battle,  which  the 
Church  should  sustain  from  her  enemies:  so  seven 
angels,  by  pouring  forth  seven  Vials,  express  the 
vengeance  of  the  Almighty,  poured  out  on  the  trium- 
phant worldly  powers,  checking  their  career,  imbitter- 
ing  their  success,  and  finally  overwhelming  them  in 
destruction. 

They  are  to  be  accounted,  as  the  word  wAtiyi 
expresses,  so  many  blows  or  strokes ;  visitations  of 
Divine  Providence  on  unrepentant  sinners.  Such  fell 
on  Pharaoh  and  the  hardened  .Egyptians,  who,  persisting 
in  their  obstinate  opposition,  were  overwhelmed  in  the 
Red  Sea.  The  number  seven  implies  a  complete  visita- 
tion*. "  When  1  begin,  I  will  also  make  an  end,  saith 
"  the  Lordf."  So,  with  the  last  of  these  Vials,  "  the 
"  wrath  of  God  will  be  completed."  And  it  is  in 
allusion  to  this  completion,  that  they  are  called  "  the 
11  last  plagues for  they  do  not  seem  to  extend  to  the 
very  last  times  ofjinal  judgment,  but  to  end  with  the 
beast  and  false  prophet  finally  and  completely  subdued; 
with  whose  action  theieforc  they  seem  cotemporary. 

*  Note,  ch.  i.  4.  |  I  Sam.  iii.  1<2. 

Ver. 
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Ver.  2.  A  sea,  glassy,  mingled  with  fire;  &c] 
This  glassy  sea  has  been  already  displayed  as  standing 
before  the  throne  of  God*,  where  it  was  seen  to  repre- 
sent the  purifying  blood  of  the  Redeemer;  the  price  of 
human  redemption,  in  which  alone  the  vestments  can 
be  washed  white;  by  which  alone  the  Christian  can  be 
presented  pure  before  God.  But  the  Redeemer  has 
two  characters,  conformably  to  the  offices  assigned 
him  on  earth;  the  one  of  meekness,  in  which  he  came 
to  suffer;  the  other  of  exaltation,  in  which  he  return* 
to  reign,  and  to  pour  out  vengeance  on  his  enemies. 
We  are  now  arrived  at  that  point  of  the  prophetic  his- 
tory, in  which  this  vengeance  begins  to  be  poured  out. 
We  therefore  see  the  glassy  sea  mingled  with  fire ;  its 
waves  flashing  flame;  symbolically  expressive  of  anger 
and  vengeance  f.  Here  we  see  collected,  as  in  an  ap- 
propriate situation,  those  who,  during  the  usurpation  of 
Antichrist,  had  contended  for  the  faith ;  and  suffering, 
had  gained  that  victory,  which  is  only  to  be  acquired 
u  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  J. "  The  purification  of  the 
priests  for  the  service  of  the  earthly  temple  was  in  the 
brazen  sea ;  these,  who  arc  to  minister  before  the  God 
of  heaven,  are  purified  by  the  heavenly  sea;  by  the 
blood  of  the  Redeemer.  And  many  of  them,  having 
poured  out  their  own  blood  in  his  cause,  and  after  his 
example,  now  begin  to  enjoy  the  triumph  which  was 
promised  them  under  the  fifth  Seal  §s  They  are  now  to 
be  "  avenged." 

Ib.  Of  the  beast.]  in  nt  ^pia,  "  not,"  says  Dr.  S. 
Clarke,  over  the  beast,  but  from  out  of  the  inidst  of  the 
beast :  for,  by  this  expression  is  implied,  not  only  their 
conquest,  but  the  difficulty  of  it,  by  a  few  persons,  acj- 

• 

*  Ch.  iv.  6.  +  See  note,  ch.  viii.  ~. 

t  Ch.  xii.  1 1 ;  vii.  13.  1  John  v.  4,  &c. 
§  Ch.  vi.  9—13 ;  where  see  the  note. 

hering 
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hering  stedfastly  to  the  true  Religion,  in  the  midst  of 
idolatrous  and  corrupt  nations. 

Ver.  3.  The  Song  of  Moses.]  These  holy  sufferers  no 
longer  cry  under  the  altar  for  the  delayed  vengeance  of 
their  just  God  #.  The  promised  time  is  come  f»  They 
now  see,  as  they  express  in  their  song,-— their  triumphant 
song,  like  that  of  Moses  after  the  destruction  of  Pharaoh  £ 
the  great  and  wonderful  works  of  God,  who  has  led  them 
to  victory  by  sufferings ;  subduing  the  proud  arm  of 
flesh,  and  bringing  all  nations  to  an  acknowledgment 
of  his  just  and  wonderful  power  §.  The  nations  had 
been  early  invited  to  worship  in  the  name  of  Christ ;  they 
had  forsaken  their  ancient  idolatry,  and  had  come  to 
his  courts :  but  the  Temple  was  shut ;  there  was  none 
to  teach  them  the  truth  "  as  it  is  in  Jesus."  A  great 
part  of  the  nations,  who  have  been  turned  from  their 
idols,  through  the  operation  either  of  the  papal  ot 
mahometan  religions,  do  not  even  now  worship  in 
truth.  But  when  the  final  vengeance  upon  the  beast 
and  false  prophet,  which  is  here  promised,  shall  be  com- 
pleted, the  Temple  will  be  opened,  and  the  nations  shall 
"  worship  in  the  beauty  of  holiness,"  "  with  an  holy  wor- 
ship." This  seems  to  be  the  reason,  why  the  nations 
are  introduced  in  this  song,  (v.  4)  ;  and  for  this  cause  I 
prefer  the  reading  fflvwv  before  that  of  */«v«v  in  this  verse. 
It  seems  supported  also  by  the  best  authorities  ||. 

Ver.  5.  The  temple  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  testi- 
mony.~\  The  holy  place,  the  local  habitation  of  the 
Almighty,  was  thus  called  fl".  There  the  cloud  and  the 
glory  appeared,  when  the  Lord  was  wrath  with  the 
congregation**. 

Ver.  6.  Clothed  in  pure  resplendent  linen.]  "  The 
"  fine  linen  is  the  righteousness  of  the  Saintstf."  The 

*  Ch.  vi  9,  &c.  i  Luke  xviii.  8.  X  Exod.  xv. 

$  Compare  Psalm  Ixxxvi.  8,  9,  10.  ||  See  also  Jer.  x.  7. 
II  Num.  i.  50.  53.       '*  Num.  xvii.  42.       ft  Ch.  xix.  8. 

external 
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external  habit  agrees  with  the  internal  purity;  the 
angels  have  the  same  kind  of  raiment  as  their  Lord*. 

Ver.  7.  One  of  the  four  iivhig  creatures.]  See 
note,  eh.  iv.  G.  The  Vials  of  the  wrath  of  God  are 
given  to  the  angels  by  one  of  those  ministering  spirits 
nearest  the  throne;  by  the  cherubim;  which  implies, 
that  they  come  immediately  from  the  Divine  presence. 

Ib.  Vials.]  The  wrath  of  God  is  represented  in 
Scripture  as  "poured  ouff."  Frequently  the  cup  of 
Gods  wrath  is  mentioned; — the  $/«x*i,  vial,  was  a 
bowl,  or  cup,  (for  which  see  note,  ch.  v.  8.);  and  was 
used  also  to  ]>our  from,  (see  1  Sam.  x.  1). 

Ver.  8.  The  temple  teas  filled  with  smoke.]  The 
presence  of  God,  especially  when  he  is  wroth,  is  com- 
monly represented  as  such  J.  And  at  the  dedication  of 
the  first  temple,  when  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  "  as  a 
"  cloud,  had  fdled  the  house  of  God,"  the  priests 
could  not  stand  to  minister^. 

•  Ch.  i.  14.       f  Is.  xlii.  25  ;  Ezek.  vti.  S ;  and  Psalms  passim, 
t  Is.  vi.  4.    F.xod.xix.  13;  &c.      $  2T?hrou.  v.  13,  14. 
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PART  VI. 
SECTION  II. 

The  seven  Vials. 

chap.  xvi.  ver.  2— to  the  end. 


2  And  the  first  went, 
and  poured  out  his 
Vial  upon  the  lund : 
and  there  came  an  evil 
and  grievous  sore  upon 
the  men  who  had  the 
mark  of  the  beast,  and 
upon  those  who  wor- 
shipped   his  image. 


2  And  the  first  went,  and 
poured  out  his  vial 
upon  the  earth :  and 
there  fell  a  noisome  and 
grievous  sore  upon  the 
men  which  had  the 
mark  of  the  beast,  and 
Upon  them  which  wor- 

3  shipped  his  image.  And 
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And  the  second  [angel  1 
poured  out  bis  Vial 
upou  the  sea:  ami 
there  came  blood,  as 
of  a  dead  carcase;  and 
every  living  soul  died 
in  the  sea.  And 
the  third  poured  out 
his  Vial  upon  the 
rivers,  and  upon  the 
springs  of  waters:  and 
there  came  blood.  And 

I  heard  the  angel  of 
the  waters,  saying; 
"  llighteous  art  Thou, 
14  which  art,  and  which 
44  wast,The  Holy  One! 
"  in  that  thou  hastex- 
"  ecuted  this  judg- 
"  ment :  For,  the  blood 
"  of  saints  and  of  pro- 

II  phets  they  have  pour- 
"  ed  forth  :  and  blood 
H  thou  bast  given  them 
u  to  drink !  they  are 
"  worthy  of  it."  And 
I  heard  a  voice  from 
the     altar,     saying ; 

Even  so,  Lord,  the 
Almighty  God!  True 
"  and  just  are  thy 
44  judgments!"  And  the 
fourth  poured  out  his 
Vial  upon  the  sun: 
and  it  was  given  to  him 
to  scorch  the  men  with 
fire:  and  the  meu  were 
scorched  with  great 
heat:  And  the  men 
blasphemed  the  name 
of  God,  who  hud  the 
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the  second  angel  pour- 
ed out  his  vial  upon 
the  sea ;  and  it  became 
us  the  blood  of  a  dead 
man :  and  every  living 
soul  died  in  the  sea. 

4  And  the  third  angel 
poured  out  his  vial 
upon  the  rivers  and 
fountains  of  waters; 
and  tbeybecame  blood. 

5  And  I  heard  the  angel 
of  the  waters  say,  Thou 
art  righteous,  O  Lord, 
which  art,  and  wast, 
and  shalt  be,  because 
thou  hast  judged  thus: 

6  For  they  have  shed  the 
bk)od  of  saints  and 
prophets,  and  thou  hast 
given  them  blood  to 
drink;   for  they  are 

7  worthy.  And  I  heard 
another  out  of  the  altar 
say,  Even  so,  Lord  God 
Almighty,  true  and 
righteous  amhyjudge- 

8  ments.  And  the  fourth 
angel  poured  out  his 
vial  upon  the  sun;  and 
power  was  given  unto 
him  to   scorch  men 

9  with  fire.  And  men 
were  scorched  with 
great  heat,  and  blas- 
phemed tlie  name  of 
God,  which  hath  pow- 
er over  these  plagues : 
and  they  repented  not 

10  to  give  him  glory.  And 
the  fifth  angel  poured 
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power  over  these 
plagues ;  and  they  did 
not  repent  for  to  give 

10  him  glory.  And  the 
fifth  poured  out  his 
Vial  on  the  throne  of 
the  beast;  and  his 
kingdom  became  dark- 
ened :  and  they  did 
bitetheir  tongues  from 

1 1  the  suffering:  And  the.y 
blasphemed  the  God 
of  Heaven  from  their 
sufferings  aud  from 
their  sores;  and  re- 
pented not   of  their 

12  works.  And  the  sixth 
poured  out  his  Vial 
upon  the  great  river 
Euphrates :  and  the 
water  thereof  was  dried 
up,  that  the  way  of  the 
kings  from  the  rising 
of  the  sun  might  be 

13 prepared.  And  I  saw 
from  the  mouth  of  the 
dragon,  and  from  the 
mouth  of  the  wild- 
beast,  and  from  the 
mouth  of  the  false 
prophet,  three  unclean 
spirits,  as  it  were  frogs : 

14  For  they  are  spirits  of 
daemons,  working  won- 
ders [which  go  forth] 
upon  the  kings  of  the 
whole  region,  to  gather 
them  together  for  the 
battle  of  that  great  day 
of  the  Almighty  God. 

15  (Behold,  I  come  as  a 
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out  his  vial  upon  the 
scat  of  the  beast ;  and 
his  kingdom  was  full 
of  darkness,  and  they 
gnawed  their  tongues 

1 1  for  pain.  And  blas- 
phemed the  God  of 
heaven,  because  of 
their  pains  and  their 
sores,  and  repented  not 

12  of  their  deeds.  And 
the  sixth  angel  poured 
out  his  vial  upon  the 
great  river  Euphrates  j 
and  the  water  thereof 
was  dried  up,  that  the 
way  of  the  kings  of  the 
east  might  be  prepa- 
red. And  I  saw  three 

unclean  spirits  like 
frogs  come  out  of  the 
mouth  of  the  dragon, 
and  out  of  the  mouth 
of  the  beast,  and  out  of 
the  mouth  of  the  false 

14  prophet.  For  they  are 
the  spirits  of  de- 
vils, working  miracles, 
which  go  forth  unto 
the  kings  of  the  earth, 
and  of  the  whole  world, 
to  gather  them  to  the 
battle  of  that  great  day 

15  of  God  Almighty.  Be- 
hold, I  come  as  a  thief. 
Blessed  is  he  that 
watcheth  and  keepeth 
his  garments,  lest  be 
walk  naked,  and  they 

16*  see  his  shame.  And 
he  gathered  them  to- 
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thief;  blessed  is  he 
who    watcheth,  and 
preserveth    his  gar- 
ments, that  he  may 
not  walk  naked,  and 
they  see  his  shame.) 
16  And    they  gathered 
them    together  unto 
the  place  which  is 
called  in  Hebrew,  Ar- 
17mageddon.    And  the 
seventh  poured  out  his 
Vial  iuto  the  air:  and 
there  came  a  loud 
voice  from  the  temple 
[in  heaven]  from  the 
throne,  saying;  "  Jt  is 
18"  done!"*  And  there 
were  voices,  and  thun- 
dering,   and  light- 
nings; and  there  was 
a   great  earthquake, 
such  as    never  was 
from   the   time  that 
men  were   upon  the 
earth,  such  an  earth- 
19  quake,  so  great !  And 
the  great  city  became 
divided     into  three 
parts:  and  the  cities 
of  the  nations  fell :  and 
the  great  Babylon  was 
remembered  before 
God,  to  give  unto  her 
the  cup  of  the  wine  of 
the  fierceness  of  his  an- 
.'Oger.  And  every  island 
fled  away  ;  and  moun- 
tains were  not  to  be 
21  found.  And  a  great 
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gcther  into  a  place, 
called  in  the  Hebrew 
tongue,  Armageddon. 

17  And  the  seventh  angel 
poured  out  his  vial  into 
the  air;  and  there  came 
a  great  voice  out  of  the 
temple  of  heaven,  from 
the  throne,  saying,  ft 

18  is  done.  And  there 
were  voices,  and  thun- 
ders, aud  lightnings; 
and  there  was  a  great 
earthquake,  such  as 
was  not  since  men  were 
upon  the  earth,  so 
mighty  an  earthquake, 

19 and  so  great.  And  the 
great  city  was  divided 
iuto  three  parts,  and 
the  cities  of  the  nations 
fell:  and  great  Babv 
Ion  came  in  remem- 
brance before  God,  to 
give  unto  her  the  cup  of 
the  wine  of  the  ficrce- 

20ness  of  his  wrath.  And 
every  island  fled  away, 
and    the  mountains 

21  were  not  found.  And 
there  fell  upon  them  a 
great  hail  out  of  hea- 
ven, evert/  stone  about 
the  weight  of  a  talent: 
and  men  blasphemed 
God  because  of  the 
plague  of  the  hail;  for 
the  plague  thereof  was 
exceediug  great. 
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hail,  weighty  as  a  ta- 
lent, fulkjth  from  hea- 
ven upon  the  men. 
And  the  men  blas- 
phemed God  from  the 
plague  ot  the  hail :  for, 
great  exceedingly  is 
the  plague  thereof. 


FPr.  VI.  §  s. 


The  seven  Vials  bear  a  certain  analogy  to  the  seven 
Trumpets:  and,  that  this  may  the  more  conveniently  be 
[  seen,  the  following  comparative  abstract  is  given : 


THE  SEVEN  TRUMPETS. 

1.  Upon  the  land;  hail,  fire, 
and  blood;  a  third  of  the 
trees,  and  all  green  grass 
burnt  up. 

2.  Upon  the  sea;  a  burning 
mountain;  a  third  part  of 
the  sea  becomes  blood; 
and  the  third  of  the  crea- 
tures die. 

3.  Upon  the  rivers  and 
springs;  a  burning  star, 
wormwood,  falls,  and  many 
die  of  the  embittered  wa- 
ters. 

4.  Upon  the  sun,  moon,  and 
stars;  the  third  of  which 
is  darkened. 


THE  SEVEN  VIALS. 

1.  Upon  the  land,  afflictive 
to  the  worshippers  of  the 
beast. 


2.  Upon  the  sea;  as  the 
blood  of  a  dead  carcase ; 
every  soul  dies. 

3.  Upon  the  rivers  and 
springs,  blood;  a  just 
judgment  and  retalia- 
tion on  the  murderers  of 
the  saints. 

4.  Upon  the  sun  ;  the  men 
are  scorched  with  great 
heat,  and  blaspheme,  and 
repent  not. 

5.  The 
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"5.  The  bottomless  deep 
opened,  smoke  and 
darkness,  and  seov- 
pion-locusts  injure  the 
men  unsealed,  five 
mouths. 
&  Four  angels,  loosed 
from  Euphrates,  lead 
the  cavalry  who  slay 
the  third  of  the  men; 
the  rest  are  unrepent- 
ant 

The  prophecy  of 
the  times  of  the 
Gentiles,  and  of  the 
witnesses,  during 


1260  days,  is  opened 
under  this  Trumpet. 


7.  The  grand  conflict 
of  the  dragon,  beast, 
and  false  prophet, 
with  the  Lamb  and 
his  followers;  in  r 
the  course  of  which 
the  seven  Vials  are 
poured  out. 


M 


5.  Upon  the  throne  of  the 
beast,  darken  in gh  is  k  i  ng- 
dom;  they  blaspheme, 
ami  repent  not. 


6\  On  the  great  river  Ek- 
pkratcs,wh\ch  is  dried  up 
to  prepare  the  way  of 
the  eastern  kings. 

Frogsy  spirits  of  de- 
mons, working  won- 
ders to   gather  tlte 
kings  of  the  whole 
world  to  the  battle  of 
the  great  day. 
7.  Into  the  air;   "  It  is 
"done!"  an  unparallel- 
led  earthquake  divides 
the  great  city  into  three 
parts ;  cities  of  the  na- 
tions fall ;  Babylon  re- 
membered ;  islands  and 
mountains  are  no  more ; 
great  hail;   men  con- 


tinue to  blaspheme. 

The  notes  on  chapter  viii.  6,  7,  &c,  will  shew  the 
probable  meaning  of  the  terms  Land,  Sea,  River,  Sun ; 
as  used  in  both  the  Trumpets  and  the  Vials.  But  in 
the  explanation  of  these,  and  such-like  terms,  there  is 
a  certain  distinction  to  be  observed  when  we  apply  them 
to  the  different  passages :  for,  under  the  Trumpets,  the 

attack 
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attack  is  upon  the  Christian  Church;  under  the  Vials, 
upon  the  enemies  of  that  Church,  For  it  is  clear,  from 
the  first  Vial  to  the  last,  that  the  anger  of  the  Lord  is 
poured  out,  not  on  the  Church,  but  on  its  foes.  The 
first  Vial  falls  expressly  on  the  worshippers  of  the  beast; 
and  the  third  is  declared  to  be  a  just  retaliation  on  the 
murderers  of  the  saints;  the  fourth  falls  on  unrepentant 
blasphemers ;  the  fifth  is  poured  on  the  throne  of  the 
beast ;  and  the  last  on  the  corrupt  cities  and  Babylon. 
Therefore  the  land,  and  sea,  and  xv.aters,  and  heavenly 
luminary,  on  which  the  four  first  Vials  fall,  are  not  to 
be  accounted  the  very  same,  against  which  the  Trum- 
pets sounded  warfare;  but  a  land,  sea,  &c.  bearing  just 
analogy  to  them.  Those,  under  the  Trumpets,  are  the 
land,  sea,  &c.  of  the  Christian  world :  Those  under  the 
Vials,  of  the  antichristian.  For  the  antichristian  world 
has  its  divisions,  as  Mede  has  observed,  which  will  an- 
swer to  those  of  the  Christian  world.  If  the  Land, 
of  the  Christian  world,  signifies  the  ancient  worshippers 
of  God,  there  are  also  the  ancient  worshippers  of  the 
beast.  If  the  Sea,  among  Christians,  represent  their 
distant  Gentile  converts;  the  worshippers  of  the  beast 
have  also  their  Sea,  the  newly  acquired  converts  to 
their  superstitions  or  infidelity.  Both  Christianity  and 
antichristianity  have  their  rivers  and  springs  of  Doc- 
trine, and  their  Lights.  By  this  kind  of  analogy,  it 
seems  probable  that  the  Vials,  especially  the  four  first 
of  them,  arc  to  be  interpreted.  If  the  pure  Christian 
Church  has  been  seen  to  suffer  in  its  several  parts  and 
divisions,  by  the  seven-fold  warfare  of  its  enemies, 
those  enemies  shall  not  enjoy  a  joyful  and  bloodless 
victory ;  the  Providence  of  God  will  interfere ;  and 
they  will  suffer  by  corresponding  strokes,  justly  pro- 
portioned.   But,  though  each  Vial  may  seem  to  answer 

to 
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to  each  Trumpet;  either  in  the  part  or  division  at- 
tacked, or  in  the  effect  of  the  attack;  yet  in  point  of 
time,  they  do  not  seem  to  range  exactly  against  each 
other:  each  corresponding  Trumpet  and  Vial  docs  not 
appear  to  helong  to  the  same  period  of  history :  for,  the 
history  under  the  Vials  is  confined  (as  before  shewn)  to 
the  times  of  the  beast ;  while  the  Trumpets  appear  to 
have  an  earlier  date  and  origin.  Indeed,  all  the  Vials 
seem  to  have  their  rise  out  of  one  of  the  Trumpets, 
namely,  the  last ;  and  therefore  may  be  supposed  to  be 
confined  to  the  history  which  that  Trumpet  compre- 
hends. That  Trumpet  does  indeed  look  so  far  back,  as 
to  the  conflict  of  the  dragon  with  the  infant  Church ; 
but  only  by  way  of  prelude;  and  in  order  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  the  main  subject  of  the  prophecy,  namely, 
the  conflict  of  the  antichristian  beast  with  the  Church. 
The  vials  seem  to  run  the  whole  length  of  this  impor- 
tant warfare. 

The  four  first  Vials,  like  the  four  first  Trumpets, 
are  of  so  very  short  and  general  a  description,  as  not 
to  encourage  or  justify  a  very  minute  application  of 
them  to  particular  passages  in  history  #.  They  will  be 
found  to  have  been  generally  fulfilled. 

The  first  produces  a  noisome  sore  on  the  worshipperi 
of  the  beast.  This  plague  derives  its  figurative  descrip- 
tion, from  the  boil  and  blain  inflicted  by  Divine  venge- 
ance on  the  ^Egyptian  persecutors  of  the  ancicrt 
Church  f.  As  they,  in  their  impious  attempts  to  oppose 
the  God  of  heaven,  felt  his  Almighty  hand  grievous 
upon  them,  to  controul  and  punish ;  so,  in  the  early 
attempts,  made  by  the  antichristian  powers  under  the 
beast,  to  stifle  pure  Religion,  they  had  difficulties  to 
encounter,  where  they  least  expected  them ;  and  which 

♦  See  note,  ch.  viii.  7.  +  Exad.  ix.  10. 
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were  to  be  surmounted  only  by  their  own  sufferings. 
God  did  not  permit  them  to  enjoy  during  that  genera- 
tion their  expected  triumph. 

The  second  Vial  produces  blood,  which,  mixing 
with  the  sea,  corrupts  it.    Blood,  in  Scriptural  lan- 
guage, is  a  pollution  and  abomination  ;  and  from  a  dead 
carcase,  heinously  such  •     The  sea,  the  isles,  the  dis- 
tant nations  of  the  antichristian  world,  those  who 
by  terror  or  force  were  made  converts,  (as  were  some 
of  the  nations  of  the  north  to  popery,  of  the  south  to 
mahometism,)  forsaking  their  idols,  worship  the  God  of 
Heaven but  not  in  purity     so  polluted  is  the  wor- 
ship, as  not  to  save,  but  to  destroy  by  spiritual  death. 
Under  the  second  Trumpet,  which  corresponds  in  some 
respects  with  this  Vial,  a  third  part  dies ;  that  is,  a  third 
of  the  Christians.    There  is  a  considerable  part,  who  by 
the  Grace  of  God  escape  spiritual  death.    Here,  all  die ; 
and  so  also  under  the  rest  of  the  plagues ;  but  the  seal- 
ed Christian  is  not  touched  by  these  visitations. —Thus 
also  binder  the  plagues  of  /Egypt,  "  they,  who  fear  the 
"  Lord,"  have  the  privilege  of  escape 

The  third  Vial  isdischarged  also  upon  the  waters  :  not 
upon  the  sea ;  but  upon  those  waters  which  feed  both  land 
,and  sea;  upon  the  sources  of  comfort,  especially  of 
religions  comfort,  to  both  j.    These  sources  of  spiritual 
nourishment  become  bloody    Instead  of  the  "  living 
"  waters,  flowing  out  into  everlasting  life  J,"  they  who 
reject,oppose,or  oppress  the  Christian  Religion,  generally 
,  receive  in  the  lieu  thereof  a  burdensome  and  uncomfort- 
able yoke  of  superstitious  folly.    This  has  been  ever  the 
•  case  with  Christian  apostates,  and  particularly  so  in  the 

*  Lam.  iv.  14.    Lev.  v.  2.    Numb.  v.  2. 

t  Exod.  ix.4.  20,  26';  x.  23.        *  See  note,  ch.  viii.  10.  II. 

*  Sec  the  preceding  Vial.  |j  jobn  iv.  l0 .  yii<  S7>  38< 
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great  apostacics,  the  Mahometan  and  the  Papal.  There 
may  be  allusion  likewise  to  the  blood  shed  by  these 
cruel  fanatics,  who  in  their  bigoted  rage  slew  millions  of 
the  saints  ;  and  then  turned  their  arms  upon  their  own 
brethren,  wallowing  in  blood.  The  bloody  wars,  which 
raged  between  the  Saracens  and  Turks  and  Tartars, 
and  between  the  popes  and  western  emperors ;  between 
the  parties  denominated  Guelphs  and  Ghibelines;  and 
the  deadly  contests  between  the  two  great  antichristiau 
divisions,  the  Papal  and  Mahometan,  in  the  crusades, 
seem  to  have  amply  fulfilled  this  bloody  prophecy. 

The  fourth  Vial  is  poured  on  the  great  heavenly 
luminary,  the  Sun*.  A  similar  stroke  under  the  cor- 
responding Trumpet,  had  produced  darkness  and  igno- 
rance. But  there  is  a  further  progress,  insomuch  as  the 
deprivation  of  the  light  of  true  Religion  produces  also 
religious  feuds  and  animosities  which  are  found  to  rage 
most  bitterly  in  the  persecuting  party,  ever  most  defi- 
cient in  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  what  is  good 
and  true. 

The  fifth  angel  pours  his  Vial  on  "  the  throne  of 
"  the  beast  ;n  on  his  chief  seat  of  empire  and  dominion. 
Pergamus,  at  the  time  of  the  vision,  was  declared  "  the 
"  throne  of  satau  f and  satan,  or  the  dragon,  gave 
his  throne  to  the  beast  J.  But  at  this  period,  the  beast, 
by  the  ministry  of  the  false  prophet,  had  greatly  ex- 
tended his  dominion,  and  his  capital  seat  was  elsewhere. 
He  had  now  a  vast  two-fold  empire;  under  the  two 
horns  of  antichrist.  But  "  his  kingdom  becomes 
"  darkened."  During  the  antichristian  reign,  there  has 
been  a  long  and  dark  age ;  an  age  of  deplorable  igno- 
rance and  superstition.  The  fanatical  disciples  of  Maho- 
met, at  their  first  outset,  forbade  the  cultivation  of  all 

*  See  note,  ch.  viii.  12.  t  Ch.  ii.  13.  J  Ch.  xiii.  2. 
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learning,  except  that  which  is  contained  in  the  book  of 
their  false  prophet.  The  papal  usurpers  encouraged 
only  monkish  dreams  and  lying  legends,  and  scholastic 
quibbles;  and  prohibited  the  free  and  general  use  of  the 
fountains  of  knowledge;  the  Sacred  Scriptures.  This 
operated  not  only  as  a  great  hindrance  to  the  cause  of 
Christianity,  (represented  under  the  corresponding 
Trumpet,)  but  also  as  a  vAtfyifc  an  inflicted  punishment 
upon  the  wicked  authors  and  abettors  of  this  spiritual 
ignorance;  men  who  "  loved  darkness  better  than 
"  light,  because  their  deeds  were  evil."  For  as  "  they 
"  who  love  silver,  shall  not  be  satisfied  with  silver*  ;"  so 
they  who  love  darkness,  cannot  be  satisfied  therewith. 
It  recoils  upon  them,  and  torments  f. 

The  sixth  Vial  is  poured  out  on  the  great  river 
Euphrates,  which  is  dried  up,  to  prepare  the  way  of 
the  kings,  who  come  from  the  east,  or  sun-rising. 
Euphrates  is  the  river  on  which  stood  Babylon,  the 
enemy  and  corrupter  of  Gods  ancient  Church  J.  And 
as  Babylon  is  used,  symbolically,  to  represent  the 
corrupt  Christian,  or,  to  speak  more  justly,  antichris- 
tian  Church;  so  Euphrates  may  represent  that  region: 
or,  having  been  the  grand  boundary,  in  ancient  times, 
between  those  countries  generally  connected  together 

*  F.ccl.  v.  10. 

t  We  have  before  us  a  modern  instance  of  this  truth.  The  extinc- 
tion of  Christianity  in  France,  so  far  as  it  could  be  accomplished,  was 
the  most  unwise  policy  which  its  infatuated  rulers  could  have  devised; 
that  which  afforded  them  the  greatest  embarrassment,  and  involved 
them  in  the  utmost  danger.  To  tfiis  cause  is  to  be  attributed  the 
most  formidable  of  their  rebellions ;  and  so  far  as  their  mad  device* 
took  place,  ihey  undermiued  and  eradicated  in  the  minds  of  the  subjects 
those  principles  which  render  them  most  governable.— This  was  writ- 
ten about  the  year  1795. 

£  Note,  clh  ix.  J. 

by 


Digitized  by  Go 


Cb.  xvi.  2 — 8].]         APOCALYPSE.  405 

by  a  reciprocation  of  interests,  and  the  more  remote 
nations  to  the  east,  and  being  also  the  limiting  line  of 
the  Roman  empire,  it  may  likewise  be  used  to  denote 
that  which  separates  and  prevents  an  union  in  religion 
between  the  now  eastern  and  western  worlds.  The 
kings  and  their  nations  were  destined  by  the  original 
counsel  of  God,  declared  by  his  prophets*  to  flow  into 
the  Christian  Church.    This  prophecy,  in  the  western 
hemisphere  has  been  most  wonderfully  fulfilled:  but 
the  eastern  nations  remain  idolatrous,  or  immersed  in 
mahometan  superstition.    And  it  is  this  superstition, 
settled  upon  the  whole  range  of  the  modern  Euphrates, 
which  seems  to  be  a  principal  impediment  to  their  con- 
versions.   But  this  is  not  all;  there  is  another  Eu- 
phrates, another  Babylon,  which  impedes.  Not  only  this 
eastern  branch  of  Antichrist,   but  his  western  horn 
also,  more  particularly   denominated  Babylon^,  is 
found  to  place  great  obstacles  in  the  way  prepared  for 
these  kings  and  nations  to  pass  over  to  the  Christian 
Church.    The  Indiau  Mahometans  are  described  by 
modern  writers  to  be  a  kind  of  Christian  heretics,  most 
averse  to  the  Romish  superstition ;  and  till  that  super- 
stition shall  be  in  a  greater  degree  removed,  it  is  said 
there  are  little  hopes  of  converting  many  of  them  to  the 
Christian  Church  J.  This  enmity  of  the  Mahometans  to 
the  papal  religion  is  so  great  in  the  east,  that  there  are 
said  to  be  treasures  of  Christian  manuscripts  among 
them,  copies  of  which  might  be  obtained,  if  the  owners 
could  be  assured  that  the  copyists  were  not  of  the  same 
party  as  the  Pope§.    "  The  writers  of  the  Romish 
"  communion,  by  endeavouring  to  defend  their  own 

*  Is.  ii.  2;  lxvi.  12. 18,  19,  20;  xlix.  23.  Mic.  iv.  1. 

t  Ch.  xvii.  J  Sir  Win.  Jones,  Asiatic  Researches. 

J  Nieburgh's  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  100". 

"  idolatry 
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44  idolatry  and  superstition,  have  rather  contributed  to 
"  the  increase  of  that  aversion,  which  the  Mahometans 
4 1  now  entertain  against  the  Christian  Religion*." 
Hence  it  appears  that  Antichrist,  in  both  his  horns  or 
branches,  (one  of  which  is  now  seated  on  the  Euphrates, 
and  the  other  is  scripturally  known  by  the  name  of 
that  Babylon  which  was  formerly  seated  there,)  occa- 
sions impediments,  which  must  probably  be  removed, 
before  the  eastern  nations  with  their  kings  can  flow  into 
the  Church  of  Christ. 

In  the  prophecy  of  Daniel,  (ch.  vii.  «12.)  a  continu- 
ance in  life  is  assigned  to  the  three  first  beasts,  or  em- 
pires, after  the  fourth,  or  Roman  empire,  shall  be  sub- 
dued to  the  Messiah.    Accordingly  the  eastern  nations, 
beyond  the  pale  of  the  Roman  empire,  are  the  latest 
converted  to  Christianity.    But  the  difficulties  will  be 
removed;  their  conversion  will  take  place;  and  "  there 
"  will  be  one  fold  and  one  Shepherd."    These  observa- 
tions may  perhaps  afford  some  light  to  the  prophecy 
contained  under  the  sixth  Vial;  which  must  remain  in- 
volved in  some  obscurity,  till  the  time  when  it  comes 
to  be  fulfilled.    This  prophecy  appears  not  only  to 
bear  some  analogy  and  relation  to  that  of  the  sixth 
Trumpet,  but  also  to  be  in  some  degree  cotemporary 
•with  it ;  with  that  part  of  it  which  runs  the  course  of 
the  1260  years,  to  the  end  of  the  Gentile  period  f. 

Ver.  13.  J  nd  J  saw  from  the  mouth  of  the  dragon, 
&c.,  three  unclean  spirits,  as  it  xrere frogs.]  Under 
the  sixth  Trumpet,  as  hath  been  before  remarked,  the 
prophecy  stretches  beyond  its  primary  object,  (the 
armies  led  by  the  angels  from  Euphrates,)  into  the  1260 
years,  the  period  of  the  Gentiles,  even  to  the  end  of  it  J. 

*  Sale's  Koran,  Prtfacr,  p.  viii.        +  See  note,  ch.  x.  1. 
:  Note,  ch.  x.  X. 

Thus 
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Thus  also  the  sixth  Vial,  having  discharged  its  plague 
upon  Euphrates,  opens  a  wider  field,  preparatory  to  the 
final  wrath  of  the  seventh  Vial.    The  dragon,  the  beast, 
and  false  prophet,  are  now  seen  to  act  with  united  force, 
each  contributing  to  the  common  cause,  11  against  the 
"  battle  of  the  great  day,"  which  is  expected  under  the 
seventh  Seal,  the  seventh  Trumpet,  the  seventh  Vial. 
The  evil  spirits  sent  into  the  world  on  this  occasion, 
are  three ;  each  antichristian  chief  having  produced 
one.    They  come  forth  from  the  mouths  of  their  wicked 
parents ;  may  probably  therefore  be  employed  in  spread- 
ing those  doctrines  by  which  the  kind  of  apostacy,  to 
happen  "  in  the  latter  days,"  is  promoted  :  and  which  is 
described  by  St.  Paul  as  effected  vrvavnean  vKavoig  mi 
itotir/.u}.iui;  Xaijxov/wv,  by  seducing  spirits  and  doctrines  of 
devils*.    There  is  a  striking  resemblance  in  the  two 
passages ;   tsvev^uIu  ^xi^ovtuv  votsvU  eweia,  "  spirits  of 
"  daemons  working  wonders,"  that  is,  the  same  kind  of 
wonders,  as  we  have  seen  before  worked  by  the  false 
prophet,  who  wXav*  hct  to.  a^six  -f ,  seduceth  by  the 
wonders  which  he  worketh.    Of  this  nature  seems  to 
be  this  three-fold  attack  on  the  Christian  Church;  to 
seduce  the  kings  and  leading  men ;  and  to  range  the 
civil  powers  on  the  side  of  Antichrist.    The  seducing 
doctrines  are  personified;  they  are  like  frogs;  they 
have  the  appearance  of  that  loathsome  and  unclean 
animal,  which  infested  ./Egypt,  when  suffering  her 
plagues.    They  are  here  as  plagues ;  as  plagues  upon 
the  antichristians ;  for,  such  only  are  poured  out  in  the 
Vials.  They  levy  war  indeed  against  Christianity ;  but 
since  they  appear,  in  the  present  instance,  under  the 
Vials,  and  not  under  the  Trumpets,  they  are  to  be 

•  1  Tim.  iv.  1.  +  Ch.  xiii.  14. 

accounted 
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accounted  as  eventually  bringing  discomfit  to  the  anti- 
christians. 

Whether  all  these  impure  seducing  spirits  are  already 
come  into  the  world,  I  take  not  upon  me  to  pronounce  : 
but  the  production  of  the  first,  the  spawn  of  the  dragon, 
seems  already  apparent.  The  proud,  immoral,  atheisti- 
cal notions,  which  in  the  eighteenth  century  have  been 
published  by  popular  writers,  and  propagated  by  secret 
clubs  and  associations,  and  which  have  mainly  assisted 
the  revolution  in  Trance,  and  the  attempt  of  its  rulers 
to  annihilate  Christianity  in  the  world,  have  much 
the  appearance  of  being  such.  Yet  these  diabolical  doc- 
trines have  not  produced  those  pleasurable  fruits  which 
the  seducing  spirit  had  promised  to  his  votaries.  For 
if  the  tenets  which  they  have  broached,  have  been  a 
plague  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  the  profes- 
sors of  the  new  doctrines  have  had  their  full  share  of 
the  calamity.  The  bitter  cup  has  been  drunk,  and 
its  dregs  wrung  out,  by  those  who  introduced  it, 
and  by  their  adherents.  Such  may  perhaps  appear  to 
be  one  of  these  frog-like  evil  spirits.  But  until  "  the 
"  great  day"  approaches  nearer,  we  shall  not  be  able  to 
determine  clearly  the  character  of  those  wicked  ma- 
chinations, which  will  bring  forth  the  powerful 
leaders  of  the  world,  to  oppose  the  Messiah  and  his 
Saints  at  the  great  conflict  of  Armageddon*.  In  this 
conflict,  notwithstanding  this  combination  of  infernal 
and  worldly  potentates  against  the  Lamb  and  his  fol- 

•  This  is  interpreted  to  signify  the  mountain  of  Megiddo,  a 
place  famous  for  slaughter  and  destruction.  2  Kings  i.\.  27  ;  xxiii.  23. 
Judg.  v.  19.  Zech.  xii.  11.  See  Parkhurst,  in  voc. :  and  Low  man  on 
tie  Revelation,  p.  202. 

lowers, 
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lowers,, the  victory  will  be  decisive,  and  the  slaughter 
of  Gods  enemies  immense* 

Ver.  \5.  Behold,  I come  as  a  thief ;  &c]  See  note, 
ch.  iii.  3,  4.  the  same  kind  of  warning  is  here  repeated ; 
assuring  us,  according  to  the  constant  tcnour  of  Scrip- 
ture, that  notwithstanding  all  the  signs  afforded,  and 
the  preparations  declared,  11  that  day"  will  come  upon  the 
world  unexpected.     The  victory  obtained  by  the 

*  Ch.  xix.  17.  ad  fin.    It  has  been  already  observed,  that  there  is 
difficulty  in  determining  the  place  of  the  third  Woe ;  which  is  an- 
nounced a*  coming  after  the  end  of  the  sixth  Trumpet,  and  consequently 
is  expected  under  the  seventh.    (See  note,  ch.  xi.  14.)    This  dreadful 
time  is  not  mentioned  afterwards,  and  therefore  can  be  clearly  re- 
cognized and  ascertained  by  the  event  only,  which  seems  yet  to  come. 
But  if  I  may  be  allowe  1  a  conjecture,  (to  which,  as  being  such,  I  have 
a  right  to  expect  no  implicit  credence,)  this  seems  to  be  its  probable 
place.     For  let  us  examine  the  progress  of  the  seventh  Trumpet. 
Upon  the  first  sound  of  it,  (ch.  xi.  15.)  the  triumph  of  the  Messiah,  (by 
which  this  Woo  will  probably  be  ended,)  is  celebrated ;  but  only  as 
prophetic  of  the  victory.    In  ch.  12,  a  conflict  begins;  but,  by  the  exa- 
mination of  this  conflict,  we  have  found  it  to  belong  to  the  seventh 
Trumpet  only  in  a  preparatory  light;  being  a  representation  of  events 
which  had  taken  place  before  any  of  the  three  Woes,  and  concluding 
with  events  which  confessedly  must  belong  to  the  times  of  the  sixth 
Trumpet ;  the  poor  estate  of  the  Church  in  the  wilderness.  This 
therefore  cannot  be  the  third  Woe.    Chapter  xiii.  contains  the  rise  of 
the  beast  and  false  prophet.    But  this  is  only  a  more  detailed  account  of 
the  transactions  of  the  sixth  Trumpet.  Thexivth,  xvth,  and  part  of  the 
xvith  chapters  contain  the  prowess  of  the  Church  militant,  assisted  by 
the  Vials  of  Divine  Wrath.    But  under  the  sixth  Vial,  the  evil  spirit 
stirs  up  new  mischiefs,  which  affect  Christianity  so  fatally,  as  to  enable 
her  enemies  to  bring  their  battle-array  against  her.    This  then  seems 
to  be  the  place  where  the  third  Woe  is  most  likely  to  operate,  by  effv 
fecting  a  numerous  apostacy  of  Christians,  resembling  those  which  had 
happened  under  the  two  former  Woes.    This  is  the  only  hostile  attack 
under  the  seventh  Trumpet,  and  it  is  probably  not  of  long  continuance; 
for  the  Church  is  in  extreme  danger,  and  perhaps  oppression ;  but  she 
is  suddenly  relieved  by  her  great  Champion  and  Redeemer. 

Messiah 
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Messiah  for  his  Saints,  will  be  sudden,  decisive,  and 
complete.  Tlrs  warning,  delivered  in  the  fifteenth 
verse,  is*  to  be  read  as  in  parenthesis,  after  which  the 
narrative  seems  to  be  resumed.  And  the  verb  singular, 
ffvvvjyayfv,  agrees  with  the  neuter  plural  axafoffc  vvtvfutfa^ 
whose  office  it  was  to  collect  the  kings:  (ver.  14).  This 
is  observed  by  Daubuz. 

Ver.  17.  And  the  seventh  poured  out  his  Vial  on 
the  air;  Sec]  The  seven  Vials  are  called  the  seven 
last  plagues*,  "  because  in  them  will  be  completed  the 
M  wrath  of  God."  And  this  wrath  could  not  be  fully 
complete  until  the  last  of  the  seven  should  be  poured 
out.  This  period  is  now  arrived ;  and  appears  to  be 
the  same  with  that  of  the  sixth  Seal+f  and  of  the  seventh 
Trumpet;  both  of  which  exhibit  a  similar  earthquake 
and  hail:  these  are  dreadful  chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  to 
the  enemies  of  Christ;  for,  at  the  sound  of  the  seventh 
Trumpet,  the  heavenly  chorus  announces  joy  and  hap^ 
piness  to. the  servants  of  God;  who  are  sealed,  and 
preserved  from  the  calamity  of  the  sixth  Seal.  The 
particulars  of  the  conflict  will  be  revealed  more  copious^ 
ly  in  ch.  xix.  &c.  In  the  present  scene,  it  is  represented 
under  the  character  of  a  Vial  of  wrath  poured  out,  of  a 
plague  and  punishment  inflicted  on  the  antichristian 
powers.  Hence  the  sufferings  of  these  tnen  enter  more 
especially  into  the  description. 

This  Vial  is  poured  out  upon  the  air;  upon  that 
element  which  pervades,  or  envelopes,  all  the  other 
divisions  x>f  the  world, — of  the  antichristian  world,  on 
which  the  preceding  Vials  had  been  discharged; — the 
Land,  the  Sea,  the  Rivers,  and  Heavenly  Luminaries; 
and  consequently  affects  them  all.    It  is  the  region  of 

*  Ch.  xv.  i. 

t  See  ch.  vi.  12—17 ;  ch.  xi.  15—19  ;  and  the  notes. 

the 
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the  flir,  of  which  satan,  as  Mede  observes,  has  been  de- 
nominated the  prince*.  Antichristian'rty,  therefore, 
is  now  attacked  in  her  strongest  holds,  and  in  every 
part.  The  discharge  of  this  Vial  is  accompanied  by  a 
voice  from  the  throne  in  heaven,  proclaiming  by  the 
emphatical  expression,  Hyovf,  the  final  completion,  the 
perfect  victory. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  this  prophetical  book,  ex- 
pectation is  fixed  upon  this  great  event;  which  however, 
for  reasons  above  assigned,  is  not  yet  exhibited  in  all  its 
particulars.    But  the  earthquake  so  dreadful,  and  un- 
paralleled f ;  the  removal  of  mountains  and  of  islands  J; 
the  hail  § ;  afford  the  same  kind  of  general  display  of 
the  tremendous  judgments  of  an  offended  God,  as  we 
have  seen  exhibited  under  the  sixth  Seal,  and  the  se- 
venth Trumpet.    All  three  appear  to  predict  the  same 
period  and  events,  and  in  like  language.    Any  variation 
to  be  observed  in  each,  may  be  sufficiently  accounted 
for,  by  adverting  to  the  object,  which  each  had  more 
especially  in  view.    For  instance;  (I.)  the  sixth  Seal, 
containing  the  first  opening  of  tins  dreadful  scenery, 
would  properly  present  it  in  a  general  style  of  imagery, 
such  as  had  been  already  seen  in  other  parts  of  prophetic 
Scripture  ||,  such  as  might  serve  as  a  basis,  whereon  to 
build  the  additional  information,  which  would  more 
fitly  come  forward  in  the  subsequent  parts  of  the  pro- 
phecy %.    (2.)  When  the  same  period,  attended  by  the 

*  Eph.  ii.  2.  f  See  notes,  ch.  vi.  12,  &c. 

J  See  note,  ch.  vi.  14.  §  See  note,  ch.  viii.  7« 

||  See  note,  ch.  vi.  l6. 

11  The  sixth  Seal  seems  also  to  extend  to  the  final  Day  of  Judgment 
and  retribution,  at,thc  consummation  of  the  world  ;  which  the  seventh 
Trumpet  and  Vial  perhaps  do  not.  This,  like  other  prophecies,  may 
have  a  primary  and  secondary  completion  ;  the  first,  so  far  as  it  agrees 
and  cotemporizes  with  the  seventh  Trumpet  and  Vial ;  the  last,  at 
the  latest  period  of  time. 

same 
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same  kind  of  scenery,  was  to  be  exhibited  under  the 
seventh  Trumpet;  joy,  triumph,  and  thanksgiving, would 
naturally  predominate  in  the  description  :  for,  the  pre- 
ceding Trumpets,  which  had  announced  a  long  and 
mournful  warfare  to  the  Church,  were  now  come  to 
their  end  ;  but  in  the  back-ground  of  the  scenery,  the 
same  dreadful  apparatus,  which  appeared  under  the 
sixth  Seal,  is  still  displayed:  "  lightnings  and  voices, 
"  and  thunders,  and  earthquake,  and  great  hail."  And 
it  is  observable,  that  these  commotions  proceed  from 
the  Temple,  and  Throne  in  Heaven;  from  the  very 
same  quarter,  whence  the  angels  had  brought  the  ViaU 
filled  with  the  wrath  of  God;  and  from  which,  at  the 
pouring  out  of  the  last  Vial,  the  emphatic  Teyove  like- 
wise had  proceeded. 

(3.)  Under  the  seventh  Vial,  the  same  kind  of  ap- 
paratus appears,  as  under  the  sixth  Seal  and  under  the 
seventh  Trumpet;  but  with  this  additional  informa- 
tion; that  "  the  great  city  became  divided  into  three 
u  parts,  and  the  cities  of  the  nations  fell;  and  the  great 
u  Babylon  was  remembered  before  God,  to  give  her 
"  the  cup  of  the  wine  of  the  fury  of  his  anger."  This 
particular  description  is  the  proper  subject  of  the 
Vials;   in  which  the  wrath  of  God  is  represented 
as  poured  out  on  his  enemies.    The  great  city  is  the 
same  which  we  find  mentioned  in  ch.  xi.  composed  of 
"  many  people,  tribes,  nations,  and  languages*;"  antl 
seems  to  be  the  universal  assemblage,  or  combined 
power,  of  the  wicked  and  worldly,  who  at  the  instigation 
of  satan,  and  under  the  expectation  of  earthly  reward, 
or  fear  of  the  beast,  shall  have  set  themselves  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  God  of  Heaven,  and  to  the  reign  of  his 


*  See  note,  eh.  xi.  8.  13. 
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Anointed.  The  division  of  this  community  into  three 
parts,  must  be  explained  by  the  event,  when  the  pro- 
phecy shall  be  fulfilled.  The  cities  of  the  nations  may 
perhaps  be  associations  for  worship,  pagan  and  idola- 
trous, beyond  the  pale  of  the  great  city,  of  the  corrupt 
Christian-antichristian  Church.  All  such  are  to  fall 
at  this  time,  before  the  great  Lord  and  Conqueror, 
"  whose  kingdom  is  an  everlasting  kingdom,  and  all 
"  dominions  shall  serve  and  obey  Him*."  But  of  all 
the  cities,  or  communities  of  Religion,  which  are  op- 
posed to  the  city  of  God  and  of  Christ, — to  the  heavenly 
Jerusalem,  the  great  Babylon  is  especially  remembered. 
For  her,  (the  harlot,  the  adulteress,  the  apostate 
Church,)  the  cup  of  God's  anger,  the  vial  of  his  wrath, 
is  especially  prepared.  "  For  it  is  not  an  open  enemy 
*f  that  hath  done  me  this  dishonour ;  for  then  I  could 
"  have  borne  it ; — but  it  was  even  thou,  my  companion, 
"  my  guide,  and  my  own  familiar  friend  f."  The  de- 
scription therefore  of  this  city,  of  her  domination,  and 
of  her  fall,  is  related  ;  and  becomes  the  especial  subject 
of  the  two  ensuing  chapters ;  where  we  shall  be  enabled 
to  unveil  her,  and  to  expose  her  abominations. 

♦  Dan.  vii.  'ZJ,  f  Pgalra  lv.  12,  14. 
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SECTION  III. 


The  great  Harlot,  or  Babylon. 
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CHAI'TBR.  XVII. 

1  And  there  came  one  of 
the  seven  angels  who 
had  the  seven  vials, 
and  spake  with  me, 
sa}  ing ;  u  Come  hither ; 
"  I  will  shew  thee  the 
"judgement  of  the 
"  great  harlot,  who 
u  sitteth     upon  the 

2  w  many  waters  ;  With 
u  whom  the  kings  of 
"  the  earth  have  com- 
"mitted  fornication  ; 
"  and  the  inhabitants 
14  of  the  earth  have 
"  been  made  drunken 
"  with  the  wine  of  her 

3  "  fornication."  And  he 
carried  me  away  into  a 
wilderness  in  the  Spi- 
rit. And  I  saw  a  wo- 
man seated  upon  a 
scarlet-coloured  wild- 
beast,  which  was  full 
of  names  of  blasphe- 
my ;  having  seven 
heads  and  ten  horns. 

4  And  the  woman  was 
arrayed  in  purple  and 
scarlet,  and  richly  ad- 


1  And  there  came  one  of 
the  seven  angels  which 
had  the  seven  vials, 
and  talked  with  me, 
saying  unto  me,  Come 
hither,  I  will,  shew  un- 
to thee  the  judgement 
of  the  great  wbore^ 
that  sitteth  upon  many 

2  waters:  With  whom 
the  kings  of  the  earth 
have  committed  forni- 
cation, and  the  inhabi- 
ted of  the  earth  have 
been  made  drunk  with 
the  wine  of  her  forni- 

3  cation.  So  he  car. 
ried  me  away  in  the 
Spirit  into  the  wilder- 
ness :  and  I  saw  a  wo- 
man sit  upon  a  scarlet- 
coloured  beast,  full  of 
names  of  blasphemy, 
having  seven  heads, 

4  and  ten  horns.  And 
the  woman  was  array- 
ed in  purple,  and  scar- 
let-colour, and  decked 
with  gold,  and  preci- 
ous stone,  and  pearls, 
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orned  with  gold,  and 
precious  stone,  and 
pearls,  having  a  gold- 
en cup  in  her  hand, 
full  of  abominations 
and  the  impurities  of 

5  her  fornication:  And 
upon  her  forehead  t 
name  written,  A  mys- 
tery, THE  CHEAT  BA- 
BYLON THE  MOTHER 
OF  HARLOTS,  AND  OF 
THE  A  DOMINATIONS  OF 

6  the  earth !  And  1 
saw  the  woman  drunk- 
en with  the  blood  of 
the  Saints,  and  with 
the  blood  of  the  wit- 

7  nesses  of  Jesus.  And 

I  wondered,  beholding 
her,  with  great  asto- 
nishment. And  the 
angel  said  unto  me, 
"  Wherefore  dost  tliou 
"  wonder  ?  I  will  teU 
u  thee  the  mystery  of 
"  the  woman,  and  of 

II  him  that  carrieib 
"  her,  which  hath  the 
"  seven  heads  and  the 

S  "  ten  horns.  The  wild- 
"  beast  which  thou  be- 
"  boldest,  was,  and  is 
"  not,  and  is  about  to 
M  ascend  from  the  bot- 
"  lomless  deep,  and  to 
"  go  into  destruction. 
"  Aud  the  inhabitants 
"of  the  earth  shall 
"  wonder,  (they  whose 
"nanesarenotw.itten 
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having  a  golden  cup 
in  her  hand,  full  of 
abominations  and  fil- 
thiness  of  her  fornica- 

.*>  tion.  And  upon  her 
forehead  teas  a  name 
written,  MYSTERY,  BA- 
BYLON THE  CREAT, 
THE  MOTHER  OF  HAR- 
LOTS, AND  ABOMINA- 
TIONS or  TiiF.  ::ARrir, 

(>  And  I  saw  the  woman 
drunken  with  the  blood 
of  thesainls,  and  with 
the  blood  of  the  mar- 
tyrs of  Jesnt:  and 
when  I  saw  her,  I  won- 
dered with  great  'aJ- 

7  miration.  And  the 
angel  said  unto  mc, 
Wherefore  didst  thou 
marvel?  I  will  tell  thee 
the  mystery  of  the  wo- 
man, and  of  the  beast 
that  carried]  her,  which 
hath  the  seven  heads 

8  and  ten  horns.  The 
beast  that  thou  sawest, 
Was,  and  is  not ;  and 
shall  ascend  out  of  the 
bottomless  pit,  and  go 
into  perdition :  and 
they  that  dwell  on  the 
earth  shall  wonder 
(whose  names  were 
not  written  in  the 
book  of  life  from  the 
foundation  of  the 
world)  when  they  be- 
hold the  beast  that 
was,  aud  is  not,  and 
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"  in  the  book  of  life, 
u  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world,)  behold- 
"  ing  the  beast,  that 
"  he  was,  and  is  not 
and  is  present,  1 
and  shall  be  present,  > 
although  he  is.  ) 
9  ■«  Herein  is  the  mind 
"  having  w  isdom.  The 
««  seven    heads  are 
•<  seven  mountains, 
"  where  the  woman  is 
«'  seated  upon  them  ; 
"  and  are  seven  kings  : 
10"  Five  of  them  have 
**  fallen,  [and]  one  of 
"  them  is  ;  the  other 
M  is  not   yet  come : 
«'  and   when    he  is 
«•  come,  he  must  re- 
1 1"  main  a  little.  And 
"  the  wild-beast  which 
"  was,  and  is  not,  even 
"  he  is  the  eighth,  and 
"  is  of  the  seven,  and 
"goeth  into  destruc- 
12"  tion,    And  the  ten 
"  horns,  which  thou 
"  didst  see,    are  ten 
**  kinas  who  have  not 
M  yet  received  domi- 
M  nion;   but  receive 
w  power,  as  kings,  one 
"  hour  with  the  beast. 
IS"  These    have  one 
«« counsel,    and  give 
«  their  power  and  their 
"  authority    to  the 
14"  beast.   These  shall 
«  war  with  the  Lamb : 
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9  yet  is.  And  here  is 
the  mind  which  hath 
wisdom.  The  seven 
heads  are  seven  moun- 
tains,   on  which  the 

10  woman  sitteth.  And 
there  are  seven  kings  : 
five  afe  fallen,  and  one 
is,  and  the  other  is  not 
yet  come;  and  when 
he  cometh,  he  must 
continue  a  short  space. 

i  1  And  the  beast,  that 
was,  and  is  not,  even 
he  is  the.eighth,  and  is 
of  the  seven,  and  go- 
eth   iuto  perdition. 

12  And  the  ten  horns 
which  thou  sawest,  are 
ten  kings,  which  have 
received  no  kingdom 
as  yet;  but  receive 
power  as  kings  one 
hour  with  the  beast. 

13  These  have  one  mind, 
and  shall  give  their 
power    and  strength 

14  unto  the  beast.  These 
shall  make  war  with 
the  Lamb,  and  the 
Lamb  shall  overcome 
them  :  for  he  is  Lord 
of  lords,  and  King  of 
kings;  and  they  that 
are  with  him,  are  call- 

.  ed,  and  chosen,  and 

15  faithful.  And  he  saith 
unto  me,  The  waters 
which  thou  sawest, 
where  the  whore  sit- 

(    tetu,  are  peoples,  and 
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f<  and  the  Lamb  shall 
"  overcome  them,  (for 
M  be  is  Lord  of  lords, 
"  and  King  of  kings) ; 
"  and  they  who  are 
"  with  him,  called, 
"  and    chosen,  aud 

15"  faithful."  And  he 
saith  unto  me  ;  '*  The 
"  waters  which  thou 
"  didst  see,  where  the 
"  harlot  is  seated,  are 
"  peoples,  and  multi- 
11  ludt-s,  and  nations, 

16"  and  languages:  And 
"  the  ten  horus  which 
*  thou  didst  see,  and 
"  the  wild-beast,  these 
M  shall  hate  the  harlot, 
"  and  shall  make  her 
"  desolate  and  naked ; 

17"  And  shall  eat  her 
"  flesh,  and  burn  her 
M  utterly  with  fire:  for, 
"  God  hath  put  into 
"  their  hearts  to  per- 
*•  form  his  counsel,  and 
"  to  perform  one  coun- 
41  sel,  and  to  give  their 
"  dominion  to  the 
«'  beast.uutil  the  words 
"  of  God  shall  be  ac- 

1S"  complished.  And 
11  the  woman  whom 
"  thou  didst  see,  is  the 
"  great  city  which  hath 
"  dominion  over  the 
«  kings  of  the  earth." 


multitudes,  and  na- 
tions,   and  tongues. 

16  And  the  ten  horns 
which  thou  sawest  up- 
on the  beast,  these 
shall  hate  the  whore, 
and  shall  make  her  de- 
solate j  and  naked,  and 
shall  eat  her  flesh,  and 
burn  her  with  firci 

17  For  God  hath  put  in 
their  hearts  to  fulfil 
his  will,  and  to  agree, 
and  give  their  king- 
dom unto  the  beast, 
until  the  words  of  God 

18  shall  be  fulfilled.  And 
the  woman  which  thou 
sawest,  is  that  great 
city,  which  reigneth 
over  the  kings  of  th« 
earth. 


O  9 


Ver. 
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Vcr.  I.  One  of  the  seven  angels ;  &c]  This  vision 
seems  in  some  measure  to  be  detached  and  separated 
from  the  rest.  The  scene  is  changed  to  a  wilderness, 
for  the  purpose  of  its  exhibition;  and  it  appears  like 
a  sort  of  episode.  Yet  the  matter  of  it  will  be  found 
to  be  of  high  importance;  it  will  be  found  to  ex- 
plain may  passages  in  the  preceding  prophecy,  but 
especially  those  of  ch.  xvi.  1Q,  where  Babylon  is 
mentioned  as  "  remembered"  To  exhibit  this  con- 
nection, the  angel,  who  attends  upon  the  prophet  and 
explains  this  vision,  is  one  of  the  seven  who  had  been 
employed  to  pour  out  the  Vials.  This  separate  vision 
is  therefore  intitled  by  the  angel,  "  the  judgment  of 
"  the  great  harlot, "  who  appears  in  the  fifth  verse  of 
this  chapter  to  have  the  name  of  Babylon.  So,  this 
Section,  taken  together  with  its  continuation  in  ch. 
*\  iii.  and  xix.  1  —  1 1,  will  be  found  to  contain  the  Vial 
or  plague  upon  Babylon  :  but  first,  she  is  described. 

She  is  called  "  the  great  harlot,"  and  11  the  great 
"city*/'  These  two  names,  in  prophetical  language,  have 
the  same  meaning.  A  city,  or  kingdom,  is  frequently 
represented  under  the  symbol  of  a  woman.  Babylon, 
ancient  Babylon,  is  so  represented -f .  And  when  it  is 
the  object  of  the  prophecy  to  express  the  idolatry  and 
corruptive  wickedness  of  the  city,  she  then  appears  as 
an  harlot  J.  All  the  imagery  belonging  to  this  form  of 
speech,  may  be  seen  in  complete  allegory,  in  the  six- 
teenth chapter  of  Ezekiel;  where  a  forlorn  female  in- 
fant, under  the  fostering  hand  of  Providence,  grows 
up,  and  becomes  "  exceeding  beautiful/'  and  "  pro- 
spers into  a  kingdom;"  but  afterwards  degenerates 
into  an  "idolatress  and  harlot The  same  imagery 

•  Ver.  18.  f  Isa.  xlvii.  1—6.  J  I*a.  i.  21. 

f  See  more  on  this  topic,  in  note?,  ch.  ii.  20.  22  ;  xii.  1 — t. 

.  appears 
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appears  again,  in  ch.  xxi.  of  the  Apocalypse  ;  where, 
to  Babylon,  the  harlot,  is  opposed  the  New  Jerusalem, 
the  Bride.  rl  his  corrupt  city,  now  exhibited,  had 
acquired  her  greatness  and  celebrity  under  the  cha- 
racter of  harlot ;  for  her  power  over  the  kings  and 
inhabitants  of  the  earth,  is  described  as  arising  from 
her  fornication  with  them ;  she  is  represented  as  be- 
guiling them  to  drink  of  "  the  cup  of  her  fornica- 
"tions;"  and  leading  them,  intoxicated,  through  all 
the  impurities  of  her  idolatry,  to  that  extreme  mad- 
ness of  iniquity,  when  she  wallows  in  the  innocent 
blood  of  saints  and  martyrs*.  Possessing,  by  this 
influence,  the  riches  of  the  kings,  she  appears  array- 
ed in  vestments  of*  the  utmost  splendour.  Purple 
and  scarlet,  the  distinguishing  regal  colours  in  the 
ancient  world,  are  employed  to  adorn  her.  She  is 
decorated  with  gold  and  precious  stones.  She  u  sits 
"upon  many  waters;"  which  is  afterwards  explained 
to  signify,  (as  indeed  it  generally  signifies  in  pro- 
phetic language  f,)  that  she  has  dominion  over  many 
nations.  She  has  a  mysterious  name  ;  a  name  enig- 
matical ;    fiM^ovX     it  is  "  the  great  Babylon,  the 

*  Ver.  6.  +  See  note,  ch.  i.  13. 

J  The  word  fwmfm,  mystery,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  part 
of  the  inscription  on  the  forehead  of  the  woman ;  but  to  imply  that 
her  name,  so  written,  was  of  the  mysterious,  amigmatical  kind.  So 
it  seems  to  have  been  understood  in  the  ancient  Latin  text  used  by 
Primasius  ;  et  in  fronte  ejus  noincn  scriptum  Sacramonti.  (Primasius 
in  loc.)  See  ch.  i.  20.  where  fxvpspo*  is  used  to  signify  an  aenigma, 
containing  a  spiritual  truth  concealed  under  a  literal  form.  Agree- 
ably to  this,  the  angel  says,  "  I  will  tell  thee  the  mystery  of  the  wo- 
man ;"  I  will  explain  this  symbolical  appearance.  And  it  must  be  io 
a  mystical  sense  only  that  any  city  or  political  body  can  be  now  called 
Babylon  :  for,  the  literal  Babylon  has  been  long  since  sunk  to  nothing : 
and  divine  prophecy  has  declared  of  her,  that  she  shall  no  more 
rise  again.  The  city  was  a  heap  of  ruins  before  this  prophecy  was 
delivered.    Plin,  Nat.  Hist.  Lb.  vi.  2o\ 

o  o  2  u  mother 
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"  mother  of  harlots,  and  of  the  abominations  of  the 
"  earth.'*  That  which  the  ancient  and  literal  Baby- 
lon was  to  the  nations  surrounding  her,  (the  parent 
of  the  most  gross  and  corruptive  idolatry,)  this  mys- 
tical Babylon  has  been  to  the  modern  nations.  The 
ancient  Babylon  was  literally  seated  "  on  many  wa- 
"ters*."  The  mystical  Babylon  is  so  seated,  in  the 
spiritual  sense  applied  to  the  passage  by  the  angel ;  she 
rules  over  many  kingdoms  f.  The  ancient  Babylon  is 
described  as  "a  golden  cup;  the  nations  have  drunken 
"  of  her  wine,  therefore  the  nations  are  mad  J."  Such 
also  has  been  the  modern  Babvlon.  She  is  herself, 
like  her  prototype intoxicated;  and  not  only  with 

her  shameful  revellings,  but  u  with  the  blood  of 
Saints." 

Thus  far  the  description  of  the  woman ;  who  ap- 
pears to  represent  some  city,  state,  or  body  politic, 
exercising  an  extended  dominion  over  kings  and 
nations,  like  the  ancient  Babylon  ;  and  thus  also 
distinguished  by  her  ambition,  sensuality,  idola- 
try, and  by  her  persecution  of  true  Religion.  A 
reader  versed  in  history,  without  waiting  for  other 
prophetic  marks  of  this  city,  will  be  led  to  thiuk  of 
Rome,  eit*her  ancient  or  modern,  pagan  or  ecclesias- 

•  Jer.  li.  13.  f  Ver.  13. 

t  Jer.  li.  7-— For  the  corrupt  and  corruptive  character  of  ancient 
Babylon,  see  not  only  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  but  the  am  ient  profaue 
historians:  Herodot.  lib.  i.  199.  Qu.  Curtius,  v.  1.  Vet.  Schol.  io 
Juvenal.  Sat.  i.  104.  Bayle's  note  B.  Diet.  Hist.  And  in  the  classical 
authors  may  be  also  seen  Vice  personified  and  corrupting  under  ihe 
symbolical  appearance  of  a  woman.  In  the  Tablet  of  Cebes,  a  wo- 
man, whose  name  is  Deceit,  holds  in  her  hand  the  corrupting  cup;  and 
in  Prodicus's  Choice  of  Hercules,  as  preserved  by  Xenophon,  there 
is  the  same  imagery. 

$  Isa.  ihii.  7,  &c, 

tical: 
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Chap,  xvii.]  apocalypse.  421 

tical:  but  whatever  he  may  have  done  before,  he  can- 
not fail  to  turn  his  attention  to  this  great  city, 
when  he  reads  the  explanation  of  the  angel  in  the 
18th  verse.  4  4  The  woman  which  thou  didst  see,  is  the 
u  great  city  which  hath  dominion  over  the  kings  of 
"  the  earth."  What  can  be  more  obvious  than  that 
this  city  is  Rome?  What  other  city  or  state,  had 
such  dominion  at  the  time  when  the  angel  pronounced 
these  words  ?  In  the  symbolical  language  of  Scrip- 
ture, Rome  is  Babylon.  Saint  Peter  dates  his  first 
Epistle  from  Rome  under  the  name  of  Babylon  *  ; 
the  Romanists  themselves  deny  not  to  Rome  the  ap- 
plication of  this  name.  It  is  necessary  to  their  own 
purposes,  but  it  confirms  the  application  of  this  pro- 
phecy, which  plainly  belongs  to  Rome,  either  pa- 
gan or  ecclesiastical;  and  the  sequel  will  discover 
which. 

But  the  woman  does  not  come  alone;  she  is  mount- 
ed on  "  a  scarlet-coloured  wild-beast,  full  of  names 
"  of  blasphemy,  having  seven  heads  and  ten  horns." 

•  See  the  notes  of  Dr.  Hammond  and  of  Grotius  on  tbis  passage, 
as  well  as  the  opinion  of  the  ancients  upon  it,  in  Euseb.  Eccl.  Hist, 
lib.  ii.  c.  15.  Some  eminent  critics  have  indeed  contended  for  the 
literal  Babylon,  the  rcmaius  of  Babylon,  in  which  some  Jews  appear 
still  to  have  dwelled  in  Saint  Peter's  time,  being  the  place  whence 
Saint  Peter  dated  his  Epistle.  (See  Michaelis's  Iutrod.  ch.  xxvii.  sect.  4.) 
But  however  that  may  be  determined,  it  atTects  not  the  mystical  ap- 
plication of  the  word  Babylon  in  a  mystical  book.  (See  note,  ch.  xi. 
Q,  10.)  Babylon,  at  the  time  this  Revelation  was  written,  was  in  a 
still  more  deserted  miserable  state  than  when  Saint  Peter  wrote. 
Pausanias,  who  flourished  about  one  hundred  years  later  than  the 
dute  of  St.  Peter's  Epistle,  and  about  sixty  after  the  date  of  the  Apo- 
calypse, has  recorded,  that  ancient  Babylon  had  then  nothing  remain- 
ing but  its  wall,  which  was  afterwards  employed  to  inclose  a  park, 
in  which  wild  beasis  were  kept  for  the  hunting  of  the  kings  of  Per- 
sia.   Pausan.  lib.  viii.  c.  33. 

This 
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This  description  cannot  fail  to  remind  us  of  the  wild- 
beast  represented  in  the  xiiith  chapter.  It  will  be 
useful  to  bring  the  two  descriptions  together,  that 
thus  they  may  more  easily  be  compared  : 

WILD-BEAST  of  Chap.  XIII.       WILD-BEAST  of  Chap.  XVII. 


1  From  the  sea. 


2  Seven  heads,  ten  horns. 

3  Ten  diadems    on  the 

horns. 


4  Names  of  blasphemy  on 

his  heads. 

5  Like  a  leopard. 

6  Has  the  feet  of  a  bear. 

7  Has  the  mouth  of  a  lion. 

8  Has  great  power  and 

rule  from  the  dragon. 


9  One  of  his  heads  mor- 

tally wounded,  but 
wonderfully,  and  un- 
expectedly, healed. 

10  A  great  wonder  upon 
earth,  and  object  of 
adoration. 


1  From    the  bottomless 

deep;  so  the  sea  is 
called ;  «€ura>?.  Luke 
▼ill.  31. 

2  Seven  heads,  ten  horns. 

3  The  diadems  not  men- 

tioned, but  may  be  sup* 
posed,  for  the  horns  are 
here  said  to  be  kings, 
therefore  crowned. 

4  Full  of  names  of  blas- 

phemy. 

5 
6 

7 

8  Has  the  power  of  the 

kings,  which  is  used, 
like  that  of  the  dra- 
gon, against  the 
Church. 

9  Was,  is  not,  though  he 

is;  (see  the  comparison, 
in  the  note,  ch.  xiii.  3.) 

10  A  wonder  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  earth, 
and  may  be  an  object 

of 


Digitized  by 
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11  Blasphemously  opposes 
God  and  his  pure  wor- 
ship, and  persecutes 
the  saints  42  months. 

12  The  Lamb  shall  destroy 
him.  Ch.  xix.  21. 

13  Has  a  false  prophet, 
who  exerciseth  his  do- 
minion, and  making  a 
living  image  of  him, 
compels  the  world  to 
worship  it. 

14  Is  cast  into  the  lake  of 
fire.  Ch.  xix.  21. 
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of  worship :  for  the  har-  \ 
lot,  who  is  idolatrous, 
seems   to  set   up  no 
other. 

1J  The  kings,  who  are  up- 
on the  beast,  give 
their  power  to  himy  and 
war  with  the  Lamb. 

12  The  Lamb  shall  over- 
come the  kings,  who 
rise  out  of  this  beast. 

13  Has  a  woman,  a  har- 
lot, who  rides  upon 
him,  i.  e.  directs  the 
reins  of  his  power:  and 
the  woman  is  idola- 
trous,  and  bloody. 

14  Goes  into  perdition. 


It  will  easily  be  perceived  that  the  two  beasts  bear 
strong  resemblance  to  each  other;  there  are  indeed 
no  parts  of  them  which  will  appear  to  want  this  like- 
ness, excepting  Nos.  5,  6,  7-  The  beast  of  the  se- 
venteenth chapter,  has  no  marks  of  the  leopard,  the 
bear,  and  the  lion,  which  belong  solely  to  the  beast  of 
the  thirteenth.  And  what  are  these?  They  are  the 
marks  of  the  Assyrian,  Medo- Persian,  and  Grecian  mo- 
narchies ;  all  which  werej>arts  component  of  the  beast 
of  the  thirteenth  chapter,  yet  whose  more  particular  re- 
semblance was  to  the  fourth  beast,  or  Roman  monarchy 
of  Daniel.    Hence  it  seems  to  be  insinuated,  that 

the  * 
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the  dominion  of  the  beast  of  the  thirteenth  chapter, 
was  to  be  extended  over  all  the  nations  which  had  been 
subject  to  any  of  these  four  monarchies;  over  the 
eastern,  as  well  as  the  western  world.  But  this  ex- 
tent of  dominion  is  not  assigned  to  the  beast  who  bears 
the  harlot.  His  rule  seems  to  be  confined  to  the 
fourth  monarchy  ;  to  the  Roman  empire,  and  to  those 
ten  kings  or  kingdoms  into  which  that  empire  has  been 
divided  j  those  ten  toes,  with  which  the  kingdom,  de- 
scribed by  Daniel,  ended;  and  upon  which  it  is  to  re- 
ceive the  blow  of  the  stone.  These  are  the  western  and 
European  kingdoms ;  even  to  the  exclusion  of  ancient 
Greece,  modern  Turkey,  of  that  part  of  the  Macedo- 
nian moparchy  which  was  seated  in  Europe  *.  So,  after 
the  destruction  of  the  fourth  beast  of  Daniek  it  is  said, 
that  the  dominion  of  the  three  first  is  removed  or  chan- 

•  "  As  the  four  kingdoms  of  Daniel,  considered  in  succession  to 
«*  each  other,  form  a  prophetic  chronology;  (Mede,  p.  7 12.)  so  in  an- 
44  other  view  they  form  a  prophetic  geography,  being  considered  in  the 
14  eye  of  prophecy  as  co-crixtcnt,  as  still  alive  and  subsisting  together, 
**  when  the  dominion  of  all  but  the  last  was  taken  away.  In  con- 
"  sequence  of  this  idea,  which  Daniel  gives  us  of  his  four  kingdoms, 
"  so  much  only  is  to  be  reckoned  into  the  description  of  each  king- 
44  dom,  as  is  peculiar  to  each  ;  the  remainder  being  part  of  some 
44  other  kingdom,  still  supposed  to  be  in  being,  to  which  it  properlv 
44  belongs.  Thus  the  second,  or  Persian,  kingdom  does  not  take  in 
44  the  nations  of  ChaltUca  and  Assyria,  which  made  the  body  of  the 
44  first  kingdom  ;  nor  the  third,  or  Grecian  Kingdom,  the  countries  of 
44  Media  and  Persia,  being  the  body  of  the  second.  In  like  manner, 
44  the  fourth,  or  Roman,  kingdom  does  not,  in  the  contemplation  of 
M  the  Prophet,  comprehend  those  provinces,  which  made  the  body  of 
44  the  third  or  Grecian  kingdom,  but  such  only  as  constitute  its  own 
44  body,  that  is,  the  provinces  on  this  side  of  Greece."  Bp.  Murd's 
Sermons  on  Prophecy,  p.  348.  Sec  also  Sir  Isaac  Newton  on  Daniel, 
ch.  iv.  p.  31,  32. 
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ged,  but  that  length  of  life  is  permitted  to  them  for  a 
season*.  Upon  this  change,  the  empire  devolved  to  the 
fourth,  or  Roman,  monarchy ;  which,  in  process  of 
time,  with  its  triumphant  harlot  and  ten  kings,  is  to 
give  place  to  the  reign  of  Christ.  But  the  three  other 
monarchies  remain  for  a  time.  Though  they  lose 
their  power,  they  remain,  as  we  see  them  at  this  day, 
beastly,  marked  with  ignorance,  superstition,  tyranny, 
cruelty,  and  injustice,  until  the  stroke  of  the  stone 
naving  first  broken  the  legs  of  Daniel's  image,  of  the 
Roman  or  fourth  beast,  the  other  parts  of  the  image 
will  also  fall ;  and  the  stone,  or  fifth  kingdom,  the 
kingdom  of  the  Messiah,  shall  fill  the  whole  earth. 

The  beast,  therefore,  carrying  the  harlot,  seems  in 
most  points  like  the  former  beast  of  the  xiiith  chap- 
ter, but  not  in  the  extent  of  his  dominion.  That  of 
the  former  beast  comprehended  the  eastern,  and  now 
Mahometan,  provinces,  or  the  four  great  monarchies ; 
while  the  latter  is  confined  to  the  western  kingdoms 
only.  He  is  indeed  the  same  beast ; — but  when  car- 
rying  the  harlot,  he  is  exhibited  only  in  reference  to 
one  of  the  horns  of  Antichrist,  that  horn  which  the 
harlot  will  be  found  to  represent.  The  eastern  or 
Mahometan  horn,  and  consequently  the  eastern  or 
Mahometan  world,  does  not  enter  into  this  descrip- 
tion. 

There  is  another  peculiarity  in  the  beast  carrying 
the  harlot,  which  was  not  seen  in  the  beast  of  the 
thirteenth  chapter ; — he  is  of  a  scarlet  colour.  He 
seems  to  have  obtained  this  tinge,  by  his  connection 
with  his  scarlet  mistress.  This  was  not  noted  before, 
and  there  are  some  other  minute  marks  of  descrip- 
tion, attributed  only  to  the  beast  of  the  xviith  chap- 

•  Dan.vii.  12. 

ter, 
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tcr,  which  belong  to  him  peculiarly  when  he  carries 
the  harlot,  as  a  branch  and  horn  of  Antichrist ;  and 
which  could  not  so  justly  be  ascribed  to  him  in  the 
xiiith  chapter,  where  the  representation  would  be 
suc  h  as  to  agree  with  the  extension  of  the  four  mo- 
narchies;  the  eastern  as  well  as  the  western  horn. 
These  shall  be  considered  in  their  place :  but,  first  m 
order,  let  us  attend  to  that  enigmatical  description 
of  the  beast,  by  which  it  is  said  that,  "he  was,  and 

"  is  not,         1S  P[es^nt  *  I     T\]e  form  Gf  speech  is 
(although  he  is.    )  r 

highly  enigmatical.  He  hath  existed  ;  doth  not  exist ; 

*  There  are,  I  believe,  but  two  passages  in  the  text  of  the  Apo- 
calypse, in  which  I  have  not  submitted  to  the  authority  of  Griesbach, 
and  adopted  his  readings.  I  do  not  possess  the  Biblical  knowledge 
and  means  of  consulting  authorities  which  may  give  me  a  right  to  con- 
tend such  points.  But  in  the  passage  now  before  us,  I  have  been  in- 
clined to  preserve  the  commonly  received  text,  *euv*{  i>-«>>  as  appear- 
ing to  contain  an  appropriate  meaning,  which  I  in  vain  look  for  in 


the  reading  preferred  by  Griesbach.    The  three  readings 


C  not  WWfSf  '»  ) 
<  xatiTrtf  *p»  > 


as  written  in  ancient  MSS.,  would  have  a  near  resemblanoe  to  each 
other :  but  if  any  change  has  been  made  by  transcribers,  it  is  more 
likely  that  the  difficul  and  aenigmatical  expression  has  been  rejected 
by  them  for  the  more  easy  and  plain  one,  than  that  the  easy  and  plain 
expression  should  be  changed  for  the  difficult  and  grnigmatic.il.  But 
whatever  might  be  the  practice  of  transcribers,  we  must  in  such 
difficulties  pursue  a  canon  of  criticism,  laid  down  by  the  best  critics  ; 
and  especially  in  respect  to  the  readings  of  the  Apocalypse.  It  is 
among  the  rules  adopted  by  Griesbach  himself;  •*  Preferatur  lectio 
•  brevior,  obscurior,  durior,  sensum  paradoxum,  ant  apparenter  fid- 
"  sum  fundens/*  &c.  (Pref.  ad  Nov.  Test.)  Iremeus,  who  informs  us 
that  he  possessed,  in  his  times  (so  Bear  to  the  publication  of  tbe 
Apocalypse)  the  o-ct^xta.  %%t  x^yaua.  atTiyt*<pat  seems  to  have  followed 
this  reading;  or,  in  describing  this  beast,  he  would  not  have  used 
the  expression,  which  appears  in  the  Latin  translation,  "  quasi  qui 
"  non  sit."  '  Iren.  lib.  v.  c.  35. 

yet 
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yet  doth  exist.  These  two  last  terms  in  their  literal 
acceptation  are  in  direct  contradiction  to  each  other; 
and  therefore,  literally  taken,  cannot  be  true.  Yet 
many  passages  of  Scripture  have  this  character,  and 
yet  are  found  to  contain  true  and  important  doctrine. 
Thus,  a  good  Christian  is  said  to  be  dead,  though  be 
liveth  •  His  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God  |.  This 
expression,  literally  interpreted,  cannot  be  true :  but 
if  one  of  the  terms  be  taken  in  its  spiritual  sense,  the 
meaning  becomes  plain,  and  most  important  J.  The 
life  of  the  beast  is  thus  figuratively  dead;  his  life  is 
hid,  he  is  not  seen  and  acknowledged  by  the  world  as 
being  alive;  although  in  fact  he  lives  and  rules  with 
the  same  tyrannical  oppression  as  before.  In  the  de- 
scription of  the  beast  in  the  xiiith  chapter,  there  is  a 
similar  ^enigmatical  representation,  which,  as  it  seems 
to  allude  to  the  same  history,  may  be  usefully  com- 
pared §. 

The  fourth  beast  of  Daniel,  the  Roman  tyranny, 
by  the  ecclesiastical  revolution  under  Constantine, 
appeared  to  be  deprived  of  his  savage  ferocity  ;  to 
have  no  more  existence  as  a  wild-beast,  as  the  oppressor 
of  true  Religion.  He  seemed  then  to  have  received 
his  deadly  wound:  —  "He  was,  and  is  not:" — but 
"  his  deadly  wound  was  healed  |."  Though  "  he  was, 
"and  is  not,  yet  he  is  If."  Unobserved  to  be  the 
same  beast,  the  same  persecuting,  oppressive  power, 
he  re-asceuds  from  the  great  abyss,  the  same  in  the 
Spirit,  even  as  Joht*  Baptist  was  said  to  be  Elijah,  and 

♦  Rom.  vi.  10.  t  Col.  ii.  3. 

t  Thus  also  i»  Saint  John's  writings,  i|         ixV  1  John 

M.  19. 

$  See  them  exhibited  in  comparison,  in  note,  ch.  xiii.  3> 
||  Ch.  xiii.  3.  *  Ch.  *vii.  8. 
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Christ  to  be  David  ;  because  they  came  in  the  same 
"power,"  and  fulfilled  the  offices  assigned  by  pro- 
phecy to  their  respective  prototypes.  By  the  scarlet 
splendour  of  the  harlot,  who  is  seated  upon  the  beast 
and  directs  his  steps,  he  is  so  covered  and  disguised  ; 
by  her  abominable  cup  the  kings  and  nations  of  the 
earth,  who  should  oppose  his  reign,  are  so  intoxicated  ; 
that  he  is  suffered  to  come  up  unknown,  unacknow- 
ledged ;  and,  directed  and  abetted  by  the  harlot,  to 
exercise  all  his  former  oppression,  lie  is  the  same, 
though  he  does  not  appear  such :  "  He  was,  and  is 
"  not,  though  he  is#."  Yet,  the  admiration  and 
worship  with  which  the  beast  is  honoured  in  this  his 
disguise,  though  general,  is  not  universal.  The  seal- 
ed Christians,  whose  names  are  written  in  the  book 
of  Life,  though  few  in  number,  are  awake  to  their 
duty  ;  discover  the  deceit;  reject  the  cup  of  the  har- 

•  These  words  of  the  angel,  describing  the  beast,  u  He  was,  and 
"  is  not,"  &c.  appear  to  me  in  no  wise  applicable  to  the  tyranny 
seated  at  Rome  at  the  time  of  the  vision,  when  the  angel  spake  them. 
This  was  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Domitian,  when  a  cruel  persecu- 
tion raged  against  the  Church,  when  Saint  John  himself  was  actually 
suffering  banishment  in  Patmos,  **  for  the  word  of  God  and  the  testi- 
4<  mony  of  Jesus."  Such  a  time  can  in  no  wise  agree  with  the  repre- 
sentation, that  the  beast  "  was,  and  is  not."  It  is  therefore  probable 
that  the  time  in  which  the  beast  is  said  to  have  been,  and  not  to  be, 
&c,  is  the  time  when  he  ariseth  again  after  his  wound,  to  exercise 
dominion  under  the  direction  of  the  harlot.  This  time  was  not  ar- 
rived when  Saint  John  saw  the  vision  in  Patmos :  but  though  future 
in  this  sense,  it  was  present  in  another,  as  belonging  to  the  vision 
then  under  exhibition  :  for,  the  beast  was  then  present  in  exhibition 
before  Saint  John,  and  in  the  act  of  re-ascending  to  power.  This  will 
appear  more  probable  to  those  who  read  forward  from  this  passage  to 
the  end  of  the  8th  verse,  where  the  admiration  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  earth  is  spoken  of  as  future  ;  and  yet  this  admiration  is  fixed  upon 
the  same  object, — the  beast  which  was,  and  is  not,  &c. 

lot, 
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lot,  and  the  mark  of  the  beast ;  abjure  the  idolatrous 
worship  required;  and  many  of  them  sacrifice  their 
lives  in  the  cause  of  Truth. 

Ver.  9.  Herein  is  the  mind  having  wisdom.]  By 
comparing  this  expression  with  similar  passages  •,  it 
will  appear  to  contain  a  call  to  the  observant  Chris- 
tian, engaging  him  to  attend  diligently  to  the  marks 
(2«f*Xfurtft)  of  the  beast  and  harlot,  which  are  now  an- 
nounced by  the  angel,  in  order  to  assist  the  detection 
of  them  when  they  shall  appear.  In  the  first  place, 
we  are  informed,  that  the  seven  heads  of  the  beasts 
are  so  many  mountains,  on  which  the  woman,  who 
directs  the  power  of  the  beast,  is  seated.  But  moun- 
tains have  been  found  to  signify  eminent  seats,  high 
stations,  of  power  -f.  But,  in  ver.  1.  of  this  chapter, 
the  woman  is  said  also  to  be  seated  "  on  many  wa- 
ters :"  And  these  were  ascertained,  by  the  explanation 
of  the  angel,  to  signify  "  people,  and  multitudes,  and 
"  nations,  and  languages  J."  Thus  presidingover  these 
nations,  she  is  afterwards  said,  in  plainer  language,  "  to 
"  have  dominion  over  the  kings  of  the  earth."  From  a 
comparison  of  these  passages,  it  will  therefore  appear, 
that  the  seven  mountains  express  that  widely  extended 
power  and  dominion,  which  this  re-ascending  beast  was 
to  exercise  under  the  direction  of  the  harlot. 

But  these  seven  mountains,  by  the  interpretation 
of  the  angel,  appear  to  have  an  additional  significa- 
tion ; — "  they  are  also  seven  kings  ;  five  of  them  have 
"fallen;  and  one  of  them  is;  the  other  is  not  yet 
"  come  ;  and  when  he  is  come,  he  must  remain  a  little : 
"  and  the  wild-beast  which  was,  and  is  not,  even  he 
"is  the  eighth,  and  is  of  the  seven."    I  quote  this 

•  Ch.  xiii.  10,  IS.  xiv.  12. 

f  See  notes,  ch.  i.  4.  viii.  8.  %  Ver.  15. 
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passage,  to  shew  what  we  are  to  expect  under  the 
name  of  kings.  For  the  beast  himself,  upon  his  re- 
vival, is  to  be  one  of  the  kings  :  therefore,  from  what 
he  is  known  to  be,  some  conjecture  may  be  formed  of 
the  nature  of  the  rest,  who  are  here  styled  kings. 
Now,  it  has  been  clearly  seen  that  the  seven-headed 
beast  is  a  tyrannical  and  oppressive  power;  and  in 
particular,  that  power  which  formed  the  Roman  do- 
mination, which  is  still  the  same  beast,  under  what- 
ever form  of  government  it  may  be  exercised.  But 
this  power,  though  it  may  be  administered  by  a  king, 
cannot  itself  be  literally  a  king,  that  is,  a  man  exer- 
cising supreme  authority.  So  in  the  interpretation 
of  the  word  king,  as  used  in  this  passage,  we  must 
look  for  some  other  meaning ;  for  such  as  may  not 
exclude  the  beast  from  bearing  it  In  this  research, 
we  obtain  assistance  from  the  eighth  chapter  of  the 
prophecy  of  Daniel;  where,  by  comparing  verse  17, 
with  verse  £3,  it  appears,  that  the  word  kings  is  used 
to  signify  kingdoms,  or  forms  of  government.  The 
beast  before  us  has  seven  heads;  seven  mountains; 
seven  seats  of  eminent  power  ;  seven  kingdoms,  or 
forms  of  government ;  yet  not  all  existing  at  the 
same  time,  but  suceecling  to  each  other.  For,  five  of 
them  are  represented  to  have  fallen ;  one,  the  sixth, 
to  be  then  existing;  another,  the  seventh,  to  be  not 
yet  come  ;  and  after  a  short  continuance  to  be  suc- 
ceeded by  an  eighth  and  last ;  even  by  the  whole  beast 
himself,  representing  such  a  kingdom,  or  form  of 
government.  In  attempting  to  point  out  these  seven 
kingdoms,  or  forms  of  government,  it  will  be  useful 
to  begin  with  the  sixth ;  with  that  which  was  exist- 
ing at  the  time  when  the  angel  described  them.  This 
was  the  power  imperial;  for  at  that  time  one  man, 
3  Damitian, 
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Domitian,  under  the  title  of  Emperor,  exercised  the 
supreme  authority,  uttering  oppressive  edicts  against 
the  Christian  Church.  But  can  we  trace  back  the 
forms  of  government,  which  succeeded  each  other 
under  the  Roman  domination,  so  that  they  may  fairly 
appear  five,  preceding  the  imperial  form  ?  Kingly, 
Consular,  Decemviral,  are  confessedly  three  distinct 
forms  of  government,  established  by  three  separate 
revolutions.  And  the  balance  of  power,  continually 
changing,  and  verging  at  one  time  in  favour  of  the 
patrician  or  aristocratic,  at  another  of  the  plebeian  or 
democratic  scale,  have  probably  produced  two  other 
distinct  forms  of  government.  Such  indeed  we  find 
recorded  in  the  Roman  history,  as  exercised  under 
Dictators,  and  Military  Tribunes*.  These  appear  to 
be  the  five  heads,  which  were  fallen,  at  the  time 
when  the  angel  spake.  The  sixth  or  imperial  head, 
was  then  existing  ;  and  continued  to  exist  till  the 
year  475  ;  when  it  terminated  with  August ulus,  the 
last  emperor.  To  this  imperial  form  succeeded  the 
government  set  up  by  the  Gothic  conquerors,  when, 
after  a  short  time,  a  magistrate,  with  the  title  of 
Exarch,  presided  in  Rome.  But  in  the  dark  ages, 
which  were  now  commencing,  the  beast  begins  again 
to  appear.  He  had  disappeared  under  the  auspices  of 
Constantine;  now  he  revives;  and  the  civil  power  of 
the  empire  passes  into  hands  in  which  it  becomes 
idolatrous,  blasphemous,  tyrannical,  and  oppressive 
to  true  Religion.    This  was  the  time  when  the  false 

•  These,  as  Bp.  Newton  observes,  arc  the  five  forms  of  govern- 
ment antecedent  to  the  imperial  form,  enumerated  and  distinguished 
as  such  '*  by  those  who  sliould  best  know,  the  two  greatest  Roman 
*  Historians,  Livy  and  Tacitus."  Livii  lib.  vi.  1.  Tacit.  Aunal.  lib.  i. 
sub  initio. 

prophet 
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prophet  of  the  xiiith  chapter  hegan  to  exalt  the 
power  of  the  beast :  when  the  harlot  directed  the 
reins  and  exhibited  him  as  an  object  of  terror  and  ad- 
miration. Thus  he  became  the  eighth  form  of  go- 
vernment: and  in  this  form,  he  exceeded  all  his  pre- 
decessors in  cruel  and  exterminating  warfare  against 
the  saints.  The  popes,  and  their  agents  in  the  cor- 
rupt church,  made  use  of  the  civil  power  of  the  kings 
to  persecute  and  destroy  those  who  dared  to  profess  a 
creed  or  worship,  other  than  they  had  authorized.  Ha- 
ving, uttered  their  decrees  against  such  persons,  they 
delivered  them  to  the  secular  arm,  which  at  their  in- 
stigation was  ready  to  apply  the  fire  and  faggot* 
From  the  time  that  the  reigning  powers  of  Europe 
were  willing  to  enforce  the  decrees  of  persecution  at 
the  call  of  a  corrupt,  domineering  religion,  is  to  be 
dated  the  reign  of  the  beast,  as  an  eighth  head.  It 
is  not,  strictly  speaking,  a  head  of  the  beast ;  for  the 
heads  were  seven ;  and  were  all  fallen ;  but  it  is  the 
revival  of  a  tyrannical,  persecuting  power  in  their 
place.  It  is  a  form  still  more  beastly,  subsisting 
after  the  seven  heads  were  gone.  It  is  the  whole 
beast,  or  the  perfect  image  of  him,  revived,  by  the 
false  prophet,  by  the  harlot. 

Ver.  12.  And  the  ten  horns  which  thou  didst  see9 
arc  ten  kings;  &c]  This  beast,  like  that  in  the  viith 
chapter  of  Daniel,  has  ten  horns;  which  are  also 
explained  to  represent  ten  kings  or  kingdoms.  They 
are  not  described  as  having  existence  in  the  early 
days  of  the  beast s  power;  but  as  succeeding  to  a 
shaie  of  dominion  with  him  afterwards,  "  one  and 
"  the  same  hour;"  that  is,  during  a  space  of  time, 
the  commencement  and  duration  of  which  seem  not 
to  be  determined.    But  the  warfare  in  which  they  are 

to 
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to  unite  their  forces  to  that  of  the  beast,  against  the 
Lamb  and  his  followers,  takes  place  toward  the  end 
of  the  beast's  reign,  when  they  are  mustered  to  the 
battle  of  the  great  day,  by  the  agency  of  the  evil 
spirits  *.  That  these  times  are  the  same,  we  may 
collect  from  the  similarity  of  the  relation.  In  cb. 
xvi.  4.  xvii.  14.  and  xix.  16.  9,  the  same  words  are 
repeated; — "  The  Lamb  shall  overcome  them; — King 
"  of  kings,  Lord  of  lords."  But  the  ten  kingdoms, 
or  their  successive  rukrs,  although  for  a  time  in- 
toxicated by  the  harlot,  and  made  subservient  to  her 
exaltation,  shall  in  the  end  oppose  her  usurped  do- 
minion ;  "  shall  hate  her,  and  shall  make  her  desolate 
"  and  naked ;  and  shall  eat  her  flesh,  and  burn  her 
"  utterly  with  fire."  Her  gaudy  ornaments  shall  be 
stripped  from  her  by  the  agency  of  those,  who  shall 
enrich  themselves  with  her  spoils,  and  finally  reduce 
her  to  that  complete  destruction,  which  is  expressed 
by  the  operation  of  firef.  Yet  this  hostility  between 
the  kings  and  the  harlot,  does  not  seem  to  proceed 
from  any  virtue  in  them,  but  from  worldly  avarice 
and  ambition.  They  covet  her  power  and  her  riches ; 
and  this  change  in  their  conduct  seems  to  take  place 
from  the  time  when  they  awake  from  their  intoxica- 
tion. They  who  had  been  the  means  of  exalting  the 
harlot,  become  the  instruments  of  her  fall. 

•  Ch.  xvi.  4. 

+  This  destruction  is  particularly  displayed  in  the  following  chap- 
ter. See  also,  Jer.  xiii.  22 — 27.  Ezek.  xvi.  39 ;  xxiii.  29.  Hoi.  ii.  3. 
Mich.  i.  6 — 12.  Nah.  iii.  4—5.  Lam.  i.  8  ;  iv.  21  :  which  passages  will 
afford  light  to  the  imagery  here  used,  which  is  not  unfrequent  in  the 
history  of  other  ancient  nations.  See  Tacitus  de  Mor.  Germ.  c.  xix. 
where  the  woman  convicted  of  adulter}*,  is  described  as  turned  out 
of  doors,  stripped  naked. 

p  p  Having 
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Having  taken  this  view  of  "  the  great  harlot,* 
who,  like  the  little  horn  of  Daniel,  is  seen  seated 
among  the  ten  kings  or  kingdoms,  into  which  the 
latter  end  of  the  Roman  beast,  the  western  part  of 
the  Roman  empire,  was  divided;  who  sitteth  supreme 
over  many  nations,  directing  the  civil  power,  cor- 
rupting by  idolatry  and  impure  religion,  and  rioting 
in  the  blood  of  Saints  and  Martyrs ;  whose  mystical 
name  is  Babylon,  the  mother  of  harlots,  and  of  the 
abominations  of  the  earth;  who,  though  she  cor- 
rupt and  intoxicate  the  rulers  of  the  western  nations, 
is  at  length  deserted  and  destroy etl  by  them ;  who  is, 
lastly,  that  great  city  which  had  dominion,  at  the 
time  of  the  vision,  over  the  kings  of  the  earth; — we 
shall  find  little  dilhcuhy  in  applying  it  to  history. 

Rome,  seated  on  seven  mountains,  and  ruling  over 
the  kings  of  the  earth,  is  clearly  the  scene  on  which 
the  harlot  acts  her  part.  This  is  the  city  called  by 
the  fathers  of  the  Church,  in  nearly  the  same  ex- 
pression, rvy  (latriXeudsxv  wo^v,  tjjv  woX/v  fat<rtXi$K*.  It 
has  been  observed,  that  on  an  ancient  coin,  Rome  is 
symbolically  represented  as  a  woman  seated  on  a  lion  f. 
And  this  picture  of  her  was  so  well  known,  and  found 
to  be  so  consonant  to  this  prophecy,  that  the  fa- 
thers, from  Tertullian  to  Augustine,  generally  un- 
derstood Rome  to  be  designated  under  the  emblem 
of  this  harlot Modern  interpreters  could  do  no 

*  See  Euseb.  I  list.  Eccl.  lib.  ii.  c.  13. — She  is  Babylon;  Saint 
Peter,  as  it  were,  by  the  direction  of  the  same  Holy  Spirit,  fixes  thia 
title  upon  her.  See  1  Pet.  v.  13.  with  the  notes  of  Whitby  ;  also 
Euseb.  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  ii.  c.  15.  with  the  note  of  Valesius  upon  the 
passage.  f  Vitriuga,  p.  757. 

J  Babylon,  apud  Joannem  nostrum,  Romano;  urbis  figura  est, 
proiuuV-  et  magna?,  et  regno  sui'tiba?,  et  sanctorum  debellatricis. 
Turiull.  adv.  JuJ.  p.  217. 

5  otherwise 
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otherwise  than  follow  them.    All  are  generally  agreed, 
that  this  prophecy  is  of  Rome.    But  a  question  arises  ; 
whether  this  city,  so  designated,  be  the  pagan  and 
imperial,  or  the  modern  and  ecclesiastical  Rome. 
The  writers  of  the  church  of  Rome  have  contended 
that  she  is  the  former :  and  they  have  received  con- 
siderable assistance  from  certain  Protestant  divines ; 
from  Grotius  and  Hammond.    But  the  attentive  rea- 
der, perusing  the  comments  of  those  learned  writers, 
will  find  great  deficiency  of  correspondence  between 
the  symbols,  and  the  objects  in  history  which  they 
have  supposed  them  to  represent.    Pagan  Rome  be- 
came Christian,  before  the  beast,  as  exhibited  in  thiar 
vision,  was  completed  in  his  seven  forms  of  govern- 
ment,  and  had  divided  his  power  among  the  ten 
kings.    Pagan  Rome  did  not   beguile  and  corrupt, 
but  compel  and  destroy.     She  permitted,  as  Bishop 
Newton  observes,  the  conquered  nations  to  continue 
the  religion  of  their  ancestors.    Instead  of  corrupt- 
ing others,  she  was  herself  corrupted  by  foreign  su- 
perstitions.    The  Babylon  of  the  Apocalypse  is  a 
church,  or  religious  society  :  for  she  stands  opposed  to 
the  New  Jerusalem.    She  is  a  corrupt  church,  op- 
posed to  the  pure  one ;  and  this  cannot  be  said  of 
Pagan  Rome.    So,  the  harlot  on  the  beast  stands  also 
contrasted  to  the  woman  in  the  wilderness.    They  are 
both  of  them  Churches  ;  —  but  one  of  them  is  an 
apostate  church;   not  the  modest,   pure,  suffering 
Church,  which  was  seen  in  the  wilderness ;  but  that 
proud,  gaudy,  drunken,  bloody,  corrupted,  and  cor- 
rupting society,  whose  antitype  can  be  found  no- 
where in  history  but  in-  the  papal  hierarchy.  Pagan 
Rome  therefore,  though  seated  on  die  beast,  can,  by 
no  just  interpretation,  be  deemed  the  harlot.  Besides, 
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the  beast,  on  which  Pagan  Rome  was  seated,  is  not 
the  identical  beast  on  which  we  have  seen  the  harlot. 
It  is  indeed  the  Roman  empire;  but  not  in  that 
period,  which  has  been  clearly  discriminated  in  the 
beast  carrying  the  harlot.  This  is  the  Roman  empire 
in  its  last  stage ;  when  it  appears  divided  into  ten 
toes  *  ;  into  ten  kingdoms.  No  such  division  is  seen 
in  history  while  Rome  continued  pagan.  It  is  that 
period  of  the  beast,  when  having  received  an  appa- 
rently mortal  wound,  by  Christianity  having  become 
the  religion  of  the  empire,  he  is  again  restored  to 
life ;  and  adding  the  sanctions  of  religious,  to  civil 
power,  domineers  over  the  pure  Christian  Church. 

This  interpretation  is  not  new  :  it  is  that,  in  which 
almost  all  the  Protestant  commentators  have  con- 
curred. If  I  have  added  any  thing  to  the  evidence 
by  which  it  is  established,  it  is  by  pointing  out  the 
difference  of  the  beasts,  represented  in  the  xiiith  and 
xviith  chapters;  the  one  extending  his  dominion  over 
the  whole  Roman  empire,  eastern  as  well  as  western  ; 
the  other  confined  to  the  western  dominion,  and  its 
ten  kingdoms;  the  former  producing  the  lamb-like 
beast,  the  false  prophet,  or  antichrist  entire,  that  is, 
having  two  horns,  one  springing  forth  in  the  Maho- 
metan or  eastern,  the  other  in  the  papal  or  western, 
apostaey ;  the  latter,  being  a  part  of  the  former, 
bears  only  one  horn  of  Antichrist,  yet  that  the 
most  eminent  For,  the  western  horn  of  Antichrist, 
appearing  in  the  very  centre  of  that  part  of  the  world, 
which  bore  the  Christian  name  ;  which  styled  itself 
the  Catholic  Church;  which  denied  the  title  of 
Christian  to  any  who  should  dare  to  dissent  from  its 
decrees;  required  a  more  particular  description.  That 
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description  has  been  now  examined;  and  t^e  cha-  t^ 
racters  presented  to  view,  can  apparently  accort^with 
no  other  than  papal  Rome.  The  false  prophet, 
represented  with  his  txo  horns,  may  appear  to  bear  as 
strong  a  resemblance  to  the  Mahometan,  as  to  the  pa- 
pal apostacy  #  :  but  this  horn  or  branch  now  repre- 
sented under  the  symbol  of  the  harlot,  belongs  exclu- 
sively to  the  papal  usurpation. 

The  arguments  which  are  used  by  the  Romanists 
to  evade  this  application  of  the  prophecy,  are  of  little 
weight.  Those  produced  by  some  eminent  Protes- 
tants, by  Grotius  and  Hammond,  have  been  fre- 
quently and  most  satisfactorily  refuted  :  nor  do  there 
remain  at  this  time  any  which  may  seem  to  require 
notice,  excepting  that,  which  has  been  triumphantly 
advanced  by  Bossuet,  the  eloquent  Bishop  of  Meaux.— 
The  woman  (says  he)  must  of  necessity  represent 
pagan,  and  not  Christian  Rome ;  for,  to  accord  with 
the  former,  she  is  properly  named  as  a  harlot]  but 
to  agree  with  the  latter,  she  should  have  been  called 
a  faithless  spouse,  an  adulteress  t- — To  this  objection 
Bishop  Hurd,  with  equal  acuteness  has  answered,  that 
the  term  adulteress  could  not  be  applied  to  Babylon, 
which  had  never  entered  into  marriage  contract  with 
the  Deity.  And  yet  Babylon,  he  observes,  on  ac- 
count of  her  enormous  idolatry,  was  the  fittest  of  all 
types  to  represent  the  corrupt  Roman  church.  But 
the  answer  does  not  yet  appear  to  take  away  the 
force  of  the  objection.  It  seems  necessary  to  shexot 
that  the  term  harlot  is  here  applied  to  papal  Rome 

•  Indeed  it  very  strongly  expresses  both :  see  notes  on  ch.  xiii. 
p.  298. 

t  L'Apocalypse,  &c.  par  Messire  J.  B.  Bossuet,  Evcquc  de 
Meaux. 
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with  stritt  propriety,  and  according  to  the  just  and' 
logy  of  Scriptural  language:  and  that  the  name  of 
adulteress  would  not  be  more  proper.    And  this,  as  I 
conceive,  it  is  not  difficult  to  shew  :  for,  we  can 
produce  other  churches,  which  had  undoubtedly  as 
fair  a  cla;m,  as  the  church  of  Rome  can  pretend,  to 
be  called  the  betrothed,  the  espoused  of  God ;  which 
yet  upon  their  apostacy,  or  idolatrous  defection,  have> 
in  the  language  of  Scripture,  been  denominated  har* 
lots.    Such  were  the  churches  of  Judah,  and  of  the 
ten  tribes  in  Samaria,  whose  legitimate  claim  to  the 
title  of  the  betrothed,  or  espoused,  will  not  be  disputed 
These  churches  were  undeniably  4n  that  very  situa- 
tion, in  which  the  Bishop  of  Meaux  represents  the 
Church  of  Rome  to  be,  when  he  asserts  that  on  <rc- 
count  of  that  situation,  the  name  of  harlot,  and  of 
Babylon  cannot  with  propriety  be  applied  to  her.  And 
yet  in  Scripture,   these  churches  are  denominated 
harlots,  when  idolatry  is  laid  to  their  charge.  Their 
crime  is  called  whoredom  and  fornication,  very  seldom 
adultery  *.    And  thus,  that  term  which,  in  the  mouth 
of  Divine  Wisdom,  was  properly  applied  to  the  es- 
poused Churches  of  Judah  and  of  Israel,  when  re- 
bellious and  apostate,  is  certainly  applied  with  equal 
propriety  to  the  Church  Christian,  when  she  appears 
in  the  same  character ;  when  she  is  convicted  of  the 
same  crime.    And  a  reason  may  be  assigned,  why  such 
apostate  Churches  are  described  in  Scriptural  lan- 
guage under  the  name  of  harlots,  rather  than  of  adul- 
teresses.   When  they  forsake  God,  he  disowns  them ; 
they  are  no  longer  esteemed  as  married ;  they  are 
considered  as  " put  away,"  by  that  great  Being  who 

♦  See  Isaiah  i.  21;  lxiv.  5— S;  lxii.  4.  5.  Jer.  iii.  throughout; 
xxi.  32.  xvi.  throughout;  Ezek.  xvii.  Hos.  ii. 

had 
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had  conferred  upon  them  the  title  of  Spouse.  In  the 
language  of  Scripture,  he  has  "  given  them  a  bill  of 
"  divorce*."  Such  appears  to  be  the  precise  case 
of  the  idolatrous  church  of  Rome  ;  she  forsook  her 
Lord,  when  she  attached  herself  to  the  beast  and  his 
image ;  she  rebelled  and  apostatized ;  and  in  such  a 
state,  if  the  Holy  Spirit  were  to  call  her  abomina- 
tions adultery,  it  would  be  to  own  and  to  honour 
her  more  than  she  deserves.  She  is  no  longer  the  adul- 
terous wife ;  she  is  the  divorced  castaway,  and  con- 
sequently the  harlot.  The  prophecy  therefore  in  tliti 
passage,  as  in  all  other  parts  of  it,  is  strictly  appli- 
cable to  Papal  Rome ;  to  Papal  Koine  in  her  high 
zenith  of  insolence  and  dominion,  when  she  had  the 
command  of  worldly  power  in  the  ten  European  king- 
doms ;  for  it  is  then  more  especially  that  she  could 
be  said  to  ride  the  beast,  and  intoxicate  the  kings. 
In  our  days,  that  proud  period  of  her  exaltation  is 
well  nigh  passed.  She  now  appears  in  a  state  of 
weakness  and  decline.  The  kings,  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, have  begun  to  "  hate  her"  to  strip  her  of  her 
ornaments,  and  to  expose  her  nakedness  and  shame  f . 

*  See  Jer.  iii.  8.  ha.  1.  I. — This  also  appears  to  be  the  case  with 
rr»  y.iMxx  <rts  'bgsCiiA,  in  this  very  book  of  Revelation,  ch.  ii.  20 — 23  : 
the  term  implies,  that  she  is  a  wife,  yet  she  is  said  f»op»evcjr/,  to  act 
the  harlot ;  whilst  those  who  are  corrupted  by  her,  are  represented 
as  vMyvaSm  (At?  xvTtSt  as  committing  adultery  with  her. 

i  In  my  remarks  on  this  chapter,  I  have  not  found  it  necessary  to 
enter  into  a  detail  of  those  numerous  particulars,  in  which  this  pro- 
phecy has  been  found  to  quadrate  with  the  apostacy  and  corruptions  of 
the  papal  church.  The  reader  will  find  this  abundantly  supplied  by  al- 
mo^t  all  the  Protestant  commentators.  Joseph  Mede  very  ably  led 
the  way,  by  proving  the  apostacy  of  this  church,  (Mede's  Works, 
p.  6'23.)  and  he  has  been  followed  by  many  learned  writers,  even  to 
our  own  times;  who  have  with  great  felicity  demonstrated  the  cor- 
mptions  of  this  hierarchy,  coucording  with  the  symbols  of  the  pro- 
phecy . 
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PART  VI. 


SECTION  IV. 


The  Judgement  of  Babylon  continued. 
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CHAPTER  XVIH. 

1  And  after  these  things, 

I  saw  another  angel 
coming  down  from 
heaven,  having  great 
power:  and  the^arth 
was  enlightened  by  his 

2  glory.  And  he  cried 
with  a  mighty  voice, 
saying ;  M  She  is  fal- 
**  len !  the  great  Ba- 
"  bylon  is  fallen  !  and 

II  is  become  an  habi- 
M  tation  of  demons, 
"  and  a  station  of 
"  every  unclean  spirit, 
"  and  a  station  of 
'*  every  unclean  and 
11  abominated    bird  ; 

3  "  Because  all  the  na- 
"  tions  have  drunken 
u  of  the  wine  of  the 
"  rage  of  her  farnica- 
«'  tions ;  and  the  kings 
"  of  the  earth  have 
u  committed  fornica- 
M  lion  with  her;  and 
"  the  merchants  of  the 
"  earth  have  become 
"  rich  from  the  abun- 
u  dance  of  her  inso- 

4  **  lent  luxury."  And 


1  And  after 
I  saw  another  angel 
come  down  from  hea- 
ven, having  great 
power:  and  the  earth 
was  lightened  with  hit 

2  glory.  And  he  cried 
mightily  with  a  strong 
voice,  saving,  Babylon 
the  great  is  fallen,  is 
fallen,  and  is  become 
the  habitation  of  de- 
vils, and  the  hold  of 
every  foul  spirit,  and 
a  cage  of  every  un- 
clean  and  hateful  bird. 

3  For  all  nations  have 
drunk  of  the  wine  of 
the  wrath  of  her  forni- 
cation, and  the  kings 
of  the  earth  have  com* 
mitted  fornication  with 
her,  and  the  merchants 
of  the  earth  are  wax- 
ed rich  through  the 
abundance  of  her  de- 

4  licacies.  And  I  heard 
another  voice  from 
heaven,  saying,  Come 
out  of  her,  my  people, 
that  ye  be  not  par- 
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I  heard  another  voice 
from  heaven,  saying; 
**  Come  out  of  her,  my 
"  people,  that  ye  be  not 
u  partakers  of  her  sins, 
"  and  that  ye  receive 
"  not  of  her  plagues  : 

5  "  For,  her  sins  have 
"  reached  up  unto 
"  heaven,  and  God 
"  hatli  remembered 

6  M  her  iniquities.  Ren- 
"  der  unto  her  even  as 
u  she  herself  has  ren- 
w  dered,  and  repay  her 
"  two-fold,  according 
"  to  her  works ;  in 
"  the  cup  in  which  she 
"  hath  mingled,  mingle 
"  unto  her  two-told. 

7  "  So  much  as  she  hath 
"  glorified  herself,  and 
M  wantoned  in  luxury, 
"  so  much  give  unto 
41  her  torment  and  sor- 
11  row;  because  in  her 
"  heart  she  saith,  I  am 
"  seated  as  a  queen, 
"  and  am  not  a  widow, 
"  and  sorrow  I  shall 

%  "  never  see.  There- 
"  fore  in  one  day  shall 
**  her  plagues  come, 
11  death  and  sorrow 
"  and  famine ;  and 
"  with  fire  shall  she 
"  be  utterly  burned  ; 
"  for  mighty  is  the 
"  Lord  God  who  hath 

9  "judged  her.  And  the 
"  kings  of  the  earth 


takers  of  her  sins, 
and  that  ye  receive 
not  of  her  plagues: 

5  For  her  sins  have 
reached  unto  heaven, 
and  God  hath  remem- 
bered her  iniquities. 

6  Reward  her  even  as 
she  rewarded  you,  and 
double  unto  her  dou- 
ble, according  to  her 
works:  in  the  cup 
which  she  hath  filled, 
fill    to    her  double. 

7  How  much  the  hath 
glorified  herself,  and 
lived  deliciously,  so 
much  torment  and  sor- 
row give  her  :  for  she 
saith  in  her  heart,  1  sit 
a  queen,  and  am  no 
widow,  aud  shall  see 

8  no  sorrow.  Therefore 
shall  her  plagues  come 
in  one  day,  death,  and 
mourning,  and  fa- 
mine; and  she  shall 
be  utterly  burnt  with 
fire:  for  strong  u  the 
Lord  God  who  jud- 

9  geth  her.  And  the 
kings  of  the  earth, 
who  have  committed 
fornication,  and  lived 
deliciously  with  her, 
shall  bewail  her,  and 
lament  for  her,  when 
they  shall  see  the 
smoke  of  her  burning, 

10  Standing  afar  off  for 
the  fear  of  uer  tor- 
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"  shall  bewail  and  la- 
44  mcnt  over  her,  (they 
44  who  have  commit- 
**  ted  fornication,  and 
"  wantoned  in  luxury 
"  with  her,)  when  tbey 
44  shall  behold  the 
"  smoke  of  her  buru- 

l<)"  ing,  Standing  afar 
"off  for  fear  of 
"  her  torment ;  saying, 
"  Alas  i  alas  !  that 
M  great  city,  Babylon  ! 
44  that  mighty  city  ! 
44  for  in  oue  hour  is 
44  thyjudgement 

IT4  And  the 
44  of  the  earth  weep 
44  and  lament  over  her, 
44  because  no  one  buy- 
44  eth  their  merchan- 
44  dize  any  more  ;  Mer- 

1 2*4  chandize  of  gold,  and 
44  silver,  and  precious 
44  stone,  and  pearl,  and 
44  fine  linen,  and  pur- 
44  pic,  and  silk,  and 
44  scarlet,andallkindof 
44  sweet-scented  wood, 
44  and  all  furniture  of 
44  ivory,  and  all  furni- 
44  ture  of  the  most 
44  precious  wood,  and 
44  of  brass,  and  of 
44  steel,  and  of  marble; 

1344  And  cinnamon,  and 
44  amomum,  and  o- 
44  dours  of  incense, 
44  and  aromatics,  and 
44  frankincense,  and 
44  wine,  and  oil,  and 
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ment,  saying,  Alas, 
alas,  that  great  city 
Babylon,  that  mighty 
city  !  for  in  one  hour  is 
thy  judgement  come. 

1 1  And  the  merchants  of 
the  earth  shall  weep 
and  mourn  over  her, 
for  no  man  buyeth 
her  merchandize  any 

12 more:  The  mercban* 
dize  of  gold,  and  sil- 
ver, and  precious 
stones,  and  of  pearls, 
and  of  fine  linen, 
and  purple,  and  silk, 
and  scarlet,  and  all 
thyine  wood,  and 
all  manner  vessels  of 
ivory,  and  all  maimer 
vessels  of  most  pre- 
cious wood,  and  of 
brass,  and  iron,  and 

13  marble;  And  cinna- 
mon, and  odours,  and 
ointments,  and  frank- 
incense, and  wine,  and 
oil,  and  fine  flour,  and 
whe.it,  and  beasts,  and 
sheep,  and  horses,  aud 
chariots,  and  slaves; 
and    souls   of  men. 

14  And  the  fruits  that 
thy  soul  lusted  after, 
are  departed  from 
ther,  and  all  things 
which  were  dainty  and 
goodly,  arc  departt  d 
from  Ihee,  and  thou 
*halt   find  them  no 

15  more  at  all.  The  opj- 
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"  fine  flour,  and  corn, 
"  and      cattle,  and 
"  sheep ;  and  of  horses 
"  and   chariots,  and 
**  bodies  and  souls  of 
14"  men.  And  the  har- 
M  vest  of  the  fruits  of 
« the  desire  of  thy 
u  soul    is  departed 
M  from  thee ;  and  all 
"  the  dainty  and  tplen- 
"did  things  are  pe- 
"  rished    from  thee, 
M  and    never,  never 
**  more  shall  thou  find 
15"  them.    The  dealers 
"  in  these  things,  who 
"  have  been  enriched 
"  by  her,  shall  stand 
"  afar  off  for  fear  of 
u  her  torment,  weep- 
"  ing    and  wailing, 
16"  [and]  saying,  Alas  ! 
"  alas !  that  great  city, 
u  which  was  arrayed 
•  in  fine  linen  and 
"  purple  and  scarlet, 
"  and  richly  adorned 
u  with  gold  and  pre- 
"  cious     stone  and 
"  pearls !  for  in  one 
"  hour  so  great  wealth 
m  is  made  desolate. 
17"  And    every  pilot, 
"  and  every  one  who 
"  saileth  by  the  place, 
"  and    sailors,  and 
u  whosoever  occu- 
"  py  the  sea,  stood 
18"  afar  off,  And  cried 
"out,  beholding  the 
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chants  of  these  things 
which  were  made  rich 
by  her,  shall  stand  afar 
off,  for  the  fear  of  her 
torment,  weeping,  and 

16  wailing,  And  saying, 
Alas,  alas,  that  great 
city,  that  was  eloath- 
ed  in  fine  linen,  and 
purple,  and  scarlet, 
and  decked  with  gold, 
and  precious  stones* 

17  and  pearls:  For  in 
one  hour  so  great 
riches  is  come  to 
nought.  And  every 
ship-master,  aud  all 
the  company  in  ships, 
and  sailors,  and  as 
many  as  trade  by  sea, 

18  stood  afar  off,  And 
cried  when  they  saw 
the  smoke  of  her 
burning,  saying,  What 
city  u  like  unto  this 

19  great  city  >  And  they 
cast  dust  on  their 
heads,  and  cried,  weep- 
ing  and  wailing,  say- 
ing, Ala*,  alas,  that 
great  city,  wherein 
were  made  rich  all 
that  had  ships  in 
the  sea,  by  reason  of 
her  costliness  :  for  in 
one  hour  is  she  made 

20  desolate.  Rejoice  over 
h«r,  thou  heaven,  and 
ye  holy  apostles  and 
prophets,  for  God  hath 
avenged  you  on  her. 
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44  smoke  of  her  burn- 

19"  ing,  saying,  What 
"  city  like  to  that 
"  great  city !  And  they 
"  cast  dust  on  their 
u  heads,  and  they  cried 
"  out,  weeping  and 
u  wailing,  saying,  Alas! 
"  alas!  that  great  city, 
11  by  which  all  who 
44  possess  ships  in  the 
"  sea  were  enriched, 
44  by  reason  of  her 
"  costliness;  for  in  one 
"  hour  she  is  made 

20"  desolate.  Rejoice 
"  over  her,  O  heaven, 
44  and  ye  saints,  and 
"  apostles  and  pro* 
"  phets,  because  God 
"  hath  avenged  your 
u  cause    upon  her." 

21  And  one  mighty  an- 
gel took  a  stone,  like 
a  large  millstone  and 
cast  into  the  sea,  say- 
ing, "  Thus  violently 
"shall  Babylon,  the 
"  great  city,  be  hurl- 
"  ed,  and  shall  never 

22"  be  found  more :  And 
44  the  voice  of  harpers 
"  and  musicians,  and 
44  of  pipers  and  trum- 
"  peters,  shall  never  be 
44  heard  in  thee  more ; 
44  and  never  shall 
44  craftsman,  of  what- 
44  soever  craft,bc  found 
44  in  thee  more ;  nor 
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21  And  a  mighty  angel 
took  up  a  stone  like  a 
great  millstone,  and 
cast  it  into  the  sea, 
saying,  Thus  with  vio- 
lence shall  that  great 
city  Babylon  be  thrown 
down,  and  shall  be 
found  no  more  at  all. 

22  And  the  voice  of  har- 
pers, and  musicians, 
and  of  pipers,  and 
trumpeters,  shall  be 
heard  no  more  at  all 
in  thee ;  and  no  crafts- 
man, of  whatsoever 
craft  he  be,  shall  be 
found  any  more  in 
thee;  and  the  sound 
of  a  millstone  shall  be 
heard  no  more  at  all 

23  in  thee;  And  the  light 
of  a  candle  shall  shine 
no  more  at  all  in  thee ; 
and  the  voice  of  the 
bridegroom  and  of  the 
bride  shall  be  heard 
no  more  at  all  in  thee ; 
for  thy  merchants  were 
the  great  men  of  the 
earth;  for  by  thy  sor- 
ceries  were    all  na- 

24  tions  deceived  :  And 
in  her  was  found  the 
blood  of  prophets,  and 
of  saints,  and  of  all 
that  were  slain  upou 
the  earth. 
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u  shall  the  sound  of  a 
"  millstone  be  ever 
u  heard  in  thee  more ; 

23"  And  the  light  of  a 
"  lamp  shall  never 
"  shine  in  thee  more  ; 
"And  the  voice  of 
"  bridegroom  and 
11  bride  shall  never  be 
"  heard  in  thee  more  : 
"for  thy  merchants 
"  were  the  great  men 
"  of  the  earth:  for  by 
"  thy  sorcery  were  all 
"  the  nations  led  a- 

24"  stray  ;  And  in  her 
"  the  blood  of  pro- 
"  phets  and  of  saints 
"  was  found,  and  of 
"  all  who  have  been 
11  slaughtered  upon  the 
"  earth." 
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Ver.  1.  After  these  things.]  The  angel  of  the 
Vials  having  fulfilled  the  purpose  for  which  he  had 
taken  the  Prophet  apart  into  the  wilderness  ;  to  shew 
him  "the  harlot,"  the  mystical  Babylon,  whose  fall 
had  been  denounced  in  ch.  xiv.  8.  xv.  19  ;  the  same 
scenery  is  renewed,  which  had  attended  the  exhibi- 
tion of  the  warnings  and  Vials.  Heaven  is  again 
restored  to  view,  and  the  angels  descend  to  perform 
the  parts  allotted  them.  The  prophecy  now  to  be 
produced,  is  connected  with  ch.  xiv.  8,  where  the 
same  words  are .  used  by  the  angel,  who  proclaims 
the  fall  of  Babylon.    That  which  is  there  said  in  few 

words, 
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words,  is  now  particularly  described.  It  is  a  sequel 
also  to  the  seventeenth  chapter,  in  which  the  angel 
proposed  to  shew,  not  only  Babylon,  the  great  harlot, 
but  also  her  judgment ;  which  is  now  pronounced. 
It  is  connected  also  with  the  seventh  Vial ;  for  it  is 
here,  that  "  Babylon  is  remembered  "  as  was  promised 
under  that  Vial  * ;  her  plagues  are  come,  and  she  is 
finally  destroyed  by  fire,  as,  in  ch.  xvii,  it  was  said 
she  shall  be. 

Ver.  2.  An  habitation  of  Damons.]  The  mystical 
Babylon,  like  the  ancient  and  literal  one  its  type,  is 
to  be  utterly  destroyed.  And  when  the  utter  destruc- 
tion of  a  city  is  denounced  in  Scripture,  the  site  of 
that  city  is  commonly  described  as  becoming  the 
haunt  and  habitation  of  wild  beasts,  and  of  such 
loathsome  reptiles,  as  are  found  in  the  forsaken  ruins 
of  a  city.  (See  for  examples,  Isa.  xiii.  20—22 ; 
xxxiv.  10 — 16.  Jer.  ix.  11;  li.  37.)  On  one  of  these 
passages  it  is  observed  by  Bishop  Lowth,  that  He- 
brew words  expressive  of  such  animals  are  trans- 
lated in  the  Septuagint  by  the  word  Aamovix,  which  is 
used  here|. 

Ver.  3.  Because  all  the  nations— 8cc]  The  cause 
of  her  judgment  and  fall  is  assigned.  She  who,  as  a 
Church  of  Christ,  should  have  been  the  teacher  and 
preserver  of  pure  Religion  and  morality,  had  become 
the  seducer  and  corrupter  of  the  nations  and  their 
kings;  and  had  set  the  example  of  that  insolent 
luxury,  disposing  to  irreligion,  which  it  was  her  duty 
to  oppose  %.  It  will  be  seen  clearly  from  this  verse, 
as  well  as  from  other  passages  of  this  chapter,  that 
the  great  harlot  of  the  seventeenth  chapter,  there  called 

•  Ch.  xvi.  19.  t  lip.  Lowth  on  Is.  xxxiv.  14. 

*  See  Schleusuer  or  Parkhwrst  in  voc.  yywr. 

Babylon, 
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Babylon,  and  the  Babylon  whose  judgment  is  here 
pronounced,  are  the  tame.  The  same  intoxicating 
cup,  the  same  nations  and  kings  are  repeated  as  the 
causes  of  the  Divine  judgments  upon  her. 

"  As  the  destruction  of  Rome  is  here  compared 
"  to  the  destruction  of  Tyre,  we  easily  see  how  pro- 
"  per  it  was,  to  descrihe  the  sins  of  Rome,  by  figures 
"  taken  from  the  sins  of  Tyre.  The  profit  of  trade 
u  created  a  commerce  between  that  city,  then  the 
"chief  mart  of  the  world,  and  all  nations;  so  that 
"  Tyre  spread  her  luxury  and  superstition,  far  and 
"  wide,  with  her  trade.  Rome,  in  like  manner, 
"  corrupted  distant  and  remote  nations,  by  reward- 
"  ing  her  votaries  with  considerable  wealth,  encou- 
"  raging  their  ambition  and  luxury ;  and  thus,  like 
u  Tyre  of  old,  she  made  her  corruptions  general,  and 
"  almost  universal*." 

"  If,"  says  Bishop  Newton,  "this  fall  of  Baby- 
"  Ion  was  effected  by  Totilas,  king  of  the  Ostro- 
u  goths,  as  Grotius  affirms,  or  by  Alaric,  king  of 
"the  Visigoths,  as  the  Bishop  of  Meaux  contends; 
"  how  can  Rome  he  said,  ever  since,  to  have  been  the 
"  habitation  of  devils,  and  the  hold  of  every  foul 
"  spirit,  and  a  cage  of  every  unclean  and  hateful 
"  bird ;  unless  they  will  allow  the  Popes  and  Cardi- 
"  nals  to  merit  these  appellations  f?" 

Ver.  4.  Come  out  of  her,  my  people.]  The  same 
commanding  call  is  to  be  seen  in  Jer.  li.  6,  which  is 
again  repeated  after  the  fall  of  the  literal  Babylon  J. 
Of  this  injunction,  great  use  was  made  by  the  Re- 
formers.   The  sentence  of  retaliation  is  to  be  seen 


*  Lowrman  on  the  Revelation,  p.  21$. 
+  Dissert,  on  Propb.  Hi.  312. 


I  2  Cor.  vi.  17,  18. 

also 


448  APOCALYPSE  [Pt.  VI.  §  4. 

also  in  the  ancient  Prophets  *.  To  God  alone,  "  Ven* 
u  geance  belongeth ;"  he  is  to  reward  according  to 
their  doings ;  yet  man  may  be  employed  to  execute 
vengeance  :  and  the  kings  of  the  western  world  seem 
designed  for  this  work  f. 

Ver.  7.  /  am  seated  as  a  Queen,]  The  same  ima- 
gery is  used  in  Isaiah  xlvii ;  which  prophecy  con- 
tains the  divine  judgment  on  the  literal  Babylon. 

Ver.  8.  With  fire  shall  she  be  utterly  burned.]  This 
sentence  imports  utter  destruction :  for,  where  fire  has 
holden  its  complete  course,  no  particles  of  the  former 
mode  of  existence  remain. 

Ver.  9.  The  kings  of  the  earth.]  It  is  remarkable, 
that  the  kings  are  described,  in  chap,  xvii,  as  the  in- 
struments of  destruction  to  the  spiritual  Babylon ;  yet 
here  they  are  represented  as  mourning  her  fall.  The 
event  will  shew  the  completion  of  both  prophecies. 
It  is  far  from  improbable,  that  they  who  from  envy, 
and  an  avaricious  desire  of  her  spoils,  delight  to 
destroy  Babylon,  may  afterwards  lament  the  fall  of 
her  who  supported  their  own  power. — But  we  must 
not  prophesy. 

Ver.  10.  Alas!  alas!]  The  use  of  the  Greek 
word  a*/,  alas !  alas !  or  woe !  woe !  in  this 
passage,  has  suggested  to  some  commentators,  that 
under  this  part  of  the  prophecy  is  contained  the  third 
woe,  whose  period  and  character  are  not  clearly  de- 
scribed. This  notion  has  been  entertained  on  a  very 
false  foundation.  It  has  no  other  ground  or  colour 
of  support,  than  these  two  adverbial  interjections, 
which  occur,  as  they  must  occur,  in  many  other  pas- 
sages.   The  three  woes,  coming  under  the  Trumpets, 

•  Psalm  exxxvii.   Jer.  1.  15—17,  29  ;  li.  24.  4$. 
t  Cht  xvii.  16. 

are 
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are  woes  on  the  Christian  Church ;  this,  if  it  be  a 
woe,  is  a  woe  upon  its  enemy  and  persecutor ;  over 
whose  fall  we  are  invited,  by  the  angel,  not  to  lament 
as  for'a  woe,  but  to  rejoice  as  on  deliverance*.  The 
third  woe  is  announced,  but  is  never  described.  It 
comes  secretly.  It  may  perhaps  be  seen,  felt,  and  ac- 
knowledged, before  the  final  fall  of  Antichrist;  be- 
fore the  I860  years  are  expired. 

Ib.  In  one  hour.]  This  is  repeated  three  times  in 
the  course  of  this  prophecy  of  the  judgement  on  Ba- 
bylon; and  is  generally  understood  to  signify,  that 
the  desolation  of  Babylon  shall  come  suddenly.  But 
this  does  not  agree  with  the  present  appearance  of  the 
event,  as  exhibited  in  history.  Babylon  seems  to  de- 
cline, and  wear  away  gradually;  according  to  the 
prophecy  of  Daniel,  ch.  vii.  26.  See  Mr.  Wintle's 
translation,  agreeing  with  the  Greek  of  the  Septua- 
gint,  "  to  be  wasted  and  destroyed  unto  the  end." 
u  In  one  hour,"  seems  to  mean,  in  one  uninterrupted 
period  of  time,  whether  it  be  of  longer  or  shorter  con- 
tinuance ;  it  is  not  said  in  one  moment,  in  one  point 
of  time. 

Ver.  11.  The  merchants— &c]  The  lamentation  of 
the  kings  shews  the  extreme  height  of  worldly  power 
to  which  the  mystical  Babylon  had  arrived;  the 
mourning  of  the  merchants,  her  extreme  wealth  and 
luxury.  As  Babylon,  of  the  ancient  world,  was  her 
type  for  power  and  dominion,  so  was  Tyre  for  mer- 
cantile riches  f.  The  enumeration  of  the  articles  of 
trade  by  which  this  Babylon  is  described  as  making  an 
iniquitous  profit,  has  something  in  it  very  peculiar  and 
striking.    It  proceeds  by  a  climax,  or  gradation,  from 


Ver.  20.  t  See  Isa.  xxiii.  Ezek.  xxvi.  xxvii.  xxviii. 

a  q  one 
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one  article  to  another,  till  it  rises  to  the  bodies,  and 
then  to  "  the  suuls  of  men"  Can  we  avoid  recalling 
to  memory  the  purgatory,  the  penances,  the  commu- 
tations, the  indulgences,  made  saleable  in  the  corrupt 
papal  church  ? 

Ver.  12.  Fine  linen.]  It  is  not  necessary,  respect- 
ing this  passage,  to  determine  the  contested  point, 
whether  frvwog  was  used  to  signify  linen,  or  cotton. 
It  is  plain  from  the  context,  as  also  from  Lukcxvi.  19, 
that  it  was  the  apparel  piily  of  the  rich  ;  and  so  it  is 
here  coupled  with  purple,  scarlet,  silk,  &c.  which  were 
certainly  the  distinguishing  habits  of  the  opulent. 
Silk,  at  the  time  this  Revelation  was  delivered,  was  a 
very  rare  and  dear  commodity,  being  then  the  pro- 
duce only  of  China*. 

Ver.  17.  Evtry  pikt—kc]  Here  is  presented  a 
third  company  of  mourners,  of  the  same  kind  with 
those  who  lamented  over  the  ancient  maritime  Tyre  f . 
That  these  should  be  so  affected,  shews  the  extent  of 
influence  which  the  mystical  Pabylon  had  acquired  in 
distant  nations;  for  she  corrupts  wheresoever  her  bane- 
ful commerce  can  be  extended.  The  reading  ixi  rqrev, 
restored  by  Griesbach,  seems  to  be  of  great  authority ; 
in  confirmation  of  which  it  is  observed,  that  in  the 
Vulgate,  the  won)  locum  was  antiently  read,  ^h'ic\\ 
has  been  change^  to  lacum%.  It  floes  not  l^weyer 
appear  to  afford  an  appropriate  sense ;  and  therefore, 
many  attempts  have  been  made  to  amend  the  reading  ; 
but  it  is  not  very  material ;  for  the  context  shews  hp>v 
it  is  to  be  generally  understood,  namely,  of  those  w  ho 
sail  in  ships.  I  suspect  m  xoxoy  to  J>c  a  technic^ 
margin)?  phrase;  but  have  translated  it  as  if  writ- 

*  Sec  Gibbon,  JIUt.  ch.  %\.  \vhere  t-he  tystory  of  silk  is  collected, 
t  Lzek.  xxvu.  32.  ;  Father  Simou. 

ten 
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ten  in  rov  roxov :  in  the  sense  in  which  the  ^thiopic 
version  seems  to  have  rendered  it. 

Ver.  20.  Rejoice  over  her,  O  heaven  ;  &c]  The 
same  rejoicing  is  announced  upon  the  prophesied  fall 
of  the  ancient  Babylon*;  and  her  eternal  desolation 
is  represented  under  the  same  imagery  |.  "  But  what 
"  reason  had  the  Christians  to  rejoice  over  the  calami- 
"  ties  brought  on  Rome  by  Alaric  or  Totilas ;  in  which 
"  they  themselves  were  the  principal  sufferers  ?  And 
"  how  were  these  calamities  any  vindication  of  their 
"  cause,  or  of  the  cause  of  time  Religion  J  ?'* 

Ver.  21.  A  stone— &c]  Thus  also  the  ancient  Ba- 
bylon, condemned  never  to  rise  again,  is  described  as 
sinking,  like  a  stone,  in  Euphrates  §. 

Ver.  22.  The  wice  of  harpers.]  Here,  the  cheerful 
noise  heard  in  a  populous  city,  "  the  busy  hum  of 
"  men,"  is  poetically  described.  There  is  resem- 
blance to  the  great  poet's  description  of  a  joyous 
city||.  But  so  entire  and  final  is  the  destruction  of 
Babylon,  that  these  shall  be  heard  in  her  no  more  for 
ever .  The  prototype  of  this  description  is  to  be  seen 
in  Jer.  vii.  34;  xvi.  9;  xxv.  10;  xxxiii.  2.  But 
Rome,  as  Bishop  Newton  observes,  has  never  suffered 
this  utter  desolation.  She  has  often  been  captured' 
and  plundered  by  the  enemy  ;  but  she  still  remains 
^(says  he)  a  joyous  city,  the  resort  of  strangers,  de- 
lighting Europe  with  her  music,  and  her  arts  fl".  I 
shall  not  pursue  the  learned  Prelate  in  his  endeavours 
to  prove  that  modern  Rome  is  to  be  destroyed  by 
fret  literally  understood.  Fire,  in  prophetie  language, 
implies  utter  destruction ;  and  it  is  the  corruption,  the 

•  Jer.  li.  48.  t  Jer.  li.  64. 

X  Bishop  Newton,  Dissert,  on  Proph.  vol.  Hi.  p.  S17. 

§  Jer.  li.  63,  64.  ||  Horn.  Iliad,  lib.  xviii.  490 

1T  Dissert,  iu.  317. 

a.  q  2  superstition, 
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superstition,  and  usurped  dominion  of  Rome,  which 
are  to  be  utterly  destroyed,  not  her  buildings.  She 
is  Babylon  in  a  spiritual  sense  ;  and  in  a  spiritual 
sense  it  is,  that  she  is  to  be  burned  and  consumed, 
"  even  unto  the  end." 

Ver.  23 — 24.  Sorcery — blood  of  prophets.]  We  have 
here  two  distinguishing  marks  of  this  corrupt  Church, 
which  have  been  before  noticed:—!.  The  arts  of  de- 
ception, like  the  sorceries  and  incantations  of  the 
heathen  priests,  by  which  she  has  beguiled  the  nations 
and  their  kings : — 2.  Her  tyranny,  by  which  she  has 
persecuted,  even  to  tortures  and  death,  those  who 
refuse  her  yoke.  And  as  the  blood  of  the  prophets 
was  required  of  the  ancient  Jerusalem  ;  so  is  the  blood 
of  the  Christian  Saints  and  Martyrs,  from  this  corrupt 
city* 

The  denunciation  of  the  judgement  of  Babylon, 
contained  in  this  speech  of  the  angel,  seems  princi- 
pally intended  for  the  support  and  comfort  of  the 
poor,  persecuted  Christian  Church,  during  the  high 
zenith  of  the  Antichristian  usurpation.  To  answer 
this  purpose  the  more  effectually,  almost  every  part 
of  the  prophecy  is  taken  from  the  prophetical  denun- 
ciations of  the  Old  Testament,  against  Babylon,  Tyre, 
&c.  which  were  known  to  have  been  literally  fulfilled. 
No  other  method  could  a  fibre  I  such  perfect  confidence 
to  those,  who,  in  the  new  Babylon,  clearly  discover- 
ed the  tyranny  and  wickedness  of  the  old  one.  And 
from  the  time  that  Papal  Rome  was  acknowledged  to 
be  this  new  Babylon,  (and  this  discovery  was  made 
early  in  the  twelfth  century  f,)  great  must  have  been 
the  encouragement  derived  to  the  Reformers  from  this 
chapter  of  the  Apocalypse. 

*  Luke  xi.  50,  51. 

t  See  Medeip.  517.  7«2,  &c.  Thuani  HUt.  lib.  vi.  c.  15. 
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SECTION  V. 


Exultation  in  Heaven  over  the  fallen  Babylon,  and  upon 
the  approach  of  the  new  Jerusalem. 


CHAP.  XIX.  VEB.  1 — 10. 


1  Mia  raZra 
if  $utiii  o^Xm  wo\- 
XifjuiymKnt  if  ri  «- 

xai  j  Jo|«,  x.  x  i  * 
tvrxfjut  t«  0i  5  i- 

2  IxZt'  "On  M„al 

wrrfi*  on  bfM  ri» 

Ahf,  »iT<f  tpQvgt  TV* 
yry  If  TJ  —opm'tx 

mlrvf,  >9  i|io7xj>o» 

TO  fli/iJ  Tfc)»  i«A.<^ir 
air 5  ix  X"r^f 

»  - 


4  Koj  ;*•*»«<< 

CvTtfOI  01* 

rfovapt,  mm  t* 

GlZ  rZ  xa.9vp.lry 

Wl  ri  V»,  Af- 
yo»V  *A/**»'  *AX- 

5  K«<$Wt 


1  After  these  things,  I 
heard,  as  it  were,  a 
loud  voice  of  a  great 
multitude  in  heaven, 
saying,  u  Allelujah ! 
"  the  salvation,  and 
"  the  glory,  and  the 
"  power  of  our  God ! 

2  M  for,  true  and  righte- 
"  ous  are  his  judg- 
"  ments ;  for,  he  bath 
"  judged  the  great 
"  harlot,  which  did 
u  corrupt  the  earth 
"  with  her  fornication; 
"  and  hath  avenged 
"  the  blood  of  his  ser- 
"  vants  at  her  hand." 

3  And  again  they  said, 
"  Allelujah '/'And  the 
smoke  of  her  as- 
cendeth  for  ever  and 

4  ever.  And  the  twenty- 
four  elders,  and  the 
four  living-creatures 
fell  down,  and  wor- 
shipped God  who  sit- 
teth  on  the  throne, 
saying,  "  Amen !  Al- 

5  "lelujafarAadavoice 


1  And  after  these  things 
I  heard  a  great  voice 
of  much  people  in  hea- 
ven, saying;  Alleluia; 
Salvation,  and  glory, 
and  honour,  and  pow- 
er unto  the  Lord  our 

2  God:  For,  true  and 
righteous  are  his  j  udge- 
ments;  for  he  hath 
judged  the  great  whore, 
which  did  corrupt  the 
earth  with  her  fornica- 
tion; and  hath  avenged 
the  blood  of  his  ser- 
vants at   her  band. 

3  And  again  they  said, 
Alleluia.  And  her 
smoke  rose  up  for  ever 

4  and  ever.  And  th« 
four-and-twenty  elders, 
and  the  four  beasts,  fell 
down  and  worshipped 
God  that  sat  on  the 
throne,  saying ;  Amen ; 

5  Alleluia.  And  a  voice 
came  out  of  the  throne, 
saying;  Praise  our 
God,  all  ye  his  ser- 
vants, and  ye  that  fear 
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>,iy»a»*  aImIti  to» 
©<&»  iftMt  -  ■■>■  < i  < 
ol  S«Ao<  avr«,  o< 
Qo'nHfji.tioi  avni  oi 

pfc  o^Aa  «roXXif, 

«aAA*i>,     x*i  a>f 
#fo»l£»  \<r- 

*AXXd\«i»*  on  *- 

7  Toxf«TV{.  Xat/f*K 

fxlda,  j£  Ja/xiit  Tr,» 

fc,   o   y^®,  tS 
etf »/»,  x)  ^  yv»^  « 
t5   wTOi/Aaaif  i- 

8  ail'i*.      Kxt  iZ&Qr) 

Xt}%C<    £v<T7'tO\>  X«- 

0jt£o»  x)  kapzspo*' 

TO  yap  £v?<TiTOrf 
T»  C./.l:.Viu  If/ 

Xiyu  (Mi*  T^»- 
V  »*'    Mix  j'r.oi 

ya/x«  t5  **- 
jtX»!f>u'»oi.  Kai  Xt- 
y«  fAOi*  Owtoi  oi' 
Xoyoi  «Xr,9rto/  tux, 
1Ot5  0c3.  Kaifn- 

<ro»  (^Wfoo-fliF  t5» 
xwf?<r«i  aJrf*  x*j 


from     tbc  throne 
came   forth,  saving ; 
11  Praise  our  God,  all 
11  ye  his  servants,  ye 
u  who  fear  him,  both 
M  small    and  great." 
6*  And  I  heard  as  it  were, 
a  voice  of  a  great  mul- 
titude, and  as  a  voice 
of  many  waters,  and 
as  a  voice  of  mighty 
thundering?,    saying ; 
44  Allelujah!  for,  the 
"  Lord  our  God  the 
"  Omnipotent  reign- 
7  M  eth.  Let  us  be  gkd, 
"  and  rejoice,  and  give 
"  the  glory  to  him; 
M  for  the  marriage  of 
"  the  Lamb  is  come, 
«  and  his  Wife  hath 
"  prepared  herself. 
S  "  And  it   hath  been 
44  given  to  her,  that 
M  she  should   Ikj  ar- 
44  rayed  in  fine  linen, 
u  pure  and  bright :  for, 
11  the  fine  linen  is  the 
u  righteousness  of  the 
9  "  saints."     And  he 
saith  unto  me, 11  Write; 
11  Blessed  are  they  who 
44  are   called   to  the 
"  marriage- supper  of 
44  the  Lamb."  And 
he  saith    unto  me, 
44  These  are  the  true 
1044  words  of  God."  And 
I  fell  down  before  his 
feet  to  worship  him : 
and  he  saith  unto  mc, 


him,  both  small  and 

6  great.  And  I  heard 
as  it  were  the  voice  of 
a  great  multitude,  and 
as  the  voice  of  many 
waters,  and  as  the 
voice  of  mighty  thun- 
dering*, saying ;  Alle- 
luia: for  the  Lord  God 
Omnipotent  reigneth. 

7  Let  us  be  glad  and  re- 
joice, and  give  honour 
to  him :  for,  the  mar- 
riage of  the  Lamb  it 
come,  and  his  wife  hath 
made  herself  ready. 

8  And  to  her  was  grant- 
ed, that  she  should  be 
arrayed  in  fine  linen, 
clean  and  white:  for, 
the  fine  linen  is  the 
righteousness  of  saints. 

9  And  he  saith  unto  me; 
Write,  Blessed  are  they 
which  are  called  unto 
the  marriage-supper  of 
the  Lamb.  And  he 
saith  unto  me,  These 
are  the  true  sayings  of 

lOGod.  And  I  fell  at 
his  feet  to  worship 
him :  And  he  said  unto 
me ;  See  thou  do  it  not : 
I  am  thy  fellow-ser- 
vant, and  of  thy  bre- 
thren that  have  the 
testimony  of  Jesus: 
worship  God  :  for  the 
testimony  of  Jesus  is 
the  spirit  of  prophecy. 
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t£»  era  rm 

ly^i  u*  TY,t  (ixflv- 
ffzt  TO  'l^XTH'  Tp 

A.  «~        m  ft  ii  ■  ■    'i        mt  t 

i»  yaif  uxfv^'x  rS 
*ln<ri  W*  to  on  t//x« 


"  See  thou  do  it  not ; 
"  I  am  a  fellow. ser- 
'*  vant  with  thee,  and 
u  with  thy  brethren, 
"  who  hold  the  tcsti- 
"  mony  of  Jesus:  wor* 
"  ship  Ood ;  for,  the 
"  teatimouy  of  Jesus 
M  is  the  spirit  of  pro- 
«  phecy." 


>  •  I. 








_ 


— 


Ver.  I.  And  after  these  things;  See]  In  the 
50th  verse  of  the  last  chapter,  Heaven,  as  described 
in  ch.  iv,  and  the  Saints,  who  are  stationed  in  grand 
Chorus  before  the  throne  *,  are  exhorted  to  rejoice  over 
the  fall  of  Babylon.  The  representation  of  this  fall 
being  now  Completed,  we  hear  the  choral  song. 

Ib.  Allelujahf]  Ileb.  Praise  ye  Jehovah  !  a  word 
of  holy  exultation,  which  hath  passed  into  many  lan- 
guages even  of  the  heathens,  both  ancient  and  modern  f . 
This  song  of  praise  breaks  forth  on  the  fall  of  the 
harlot,— of  Babylon  ;  and  as  she  falls  by  the  last  Vial, 
it  has  retrospect  to  that  Vial,  and  to  the  rest,  which 
are  preparatory  to  her  fall. 

Ver.  4.  And  the  twenty-four  elders;  &c.]  The 
song  of  praise  is  begun  by  the  redeemed  Saints,  in  con- 
junction probably  with  the  innumerable  company  of 
angels  J.  The  elders,  and  the  cherubim,  who  are  near 
the  throne,  sing  the  antiphonal  "  AUclujah,  Amen.'* 
Thus  the  song  beginning,  from  the  lowest,  advances 
to  the  highest  orders  of  heavenly  beings  §  ;  from  11  the 


•  Cb.  xv.  2.  f  See  Schleusmer  or  Parkharst,  id  voc. 

\  See  notei,  ch.  nr.  9,  10. 

%  And  therefore  the  elders  are  mentioned  here  before  the  cherubim, 
as  observed  in  note,  ch.  iv.  6*.  9- 

"  redeemed 
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"  redeemed  from  amongst  men,*'  to  the  cherubim,  who 
arc  "  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  and  around  the  throne/' 
(ch.  iv.  6) ;  till  at  length  a  voice  proceeds  from  the  throne 
itself*,  joining  in  the  same  harmony,  and  exhorting 
all  the  servants  of  God,  of  every  rank  and  degree,  to 
praise  Him.  The  exhortation  is  immediately  obeyed. — 
And  magnificent  is  the  effect,  when  all  unite  their  ac- 
cordant voices,  to  sing  praise  to  the  Almighty  King ; 
who,  by  destroying  the  impure  harlot,  (which  had 
usurped  the  name  of  his  Church  upon  earth,)  had  pre- 
pared the  way  for  the  Virgin-Bride,  the  true  Church, 
who  is  now  to  be  owned  and  espoused  publicly  by  her 
Redeemer. 

Ver.  7.  The  marriage  of  the  Lamb  is  come.]  Hie 
holy  and  mystical  union  of  Christ  with  his  Church,  is 
frequently  mentioned  in  Scripture  f.  The  harlot, 
pretending  to  be  that  spouse  %,  having  been  now  con- 
victed of  fornication  with  the  worldly  powers  ;  having 
been  judged,  and  eternally  discarded  ;  the  attention  in 
Heaven  and  earth  is  naturally  turned  to  that  chaste 
and  pure  Virgin  §,  who  is  now  to  be  presented  to  her 
Lord.  The  choral  song  brings  her  to  view ;  arrayed, 
not  "  in  purple  and  scarle^,  and  gold  and  precious 
"stones;"  not  in  worldly  splendour,  like  the  harlot ; 
but  in  the  pure,  simple,  but  resplendent  garments,  which 
are  the  clothing  of  the  heavenly  inhabitants  ||.  She 
had  "  washed  her  garments,  and  made  them  white,  in 
M  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  f By  faith  in  her  Redeemer, 
she  is  become  righteous :  —for,  this  is  "  the  fine  linen, 
"  the  righteousness  of  the  saints." 

•  Ver.  S. 

t  Isaiah,  liv.  5.   Jer.  iii.  14.    Hos.  ii.  19,  20.   Matt.  xxii.  xxv. 
2  Cor.  xi.  2.    Eph.  v.  22—32.       J  Ch.  xviii.  l6\       §  2  Cor.  xi.  2. 
|]  Matt,  xxviii.  3.   Rev.  iv.  4 ;  iii.  5,  where  see  the  note;  xv.  6. 
f  Ch.  vii.  13. 

Ver. 
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Ver.  9-  And  he  saith  unto  me,  Write.]  From  the 
first  opening  of  the  vision,  which  exhibits  "  the  judg- 
"  men t  of  the  great  harlot, "  an  angel,  one  of  the  seven, 
had  graciously  accompanied  the  prophet,  explaining  to 
him  the  mystery ;  (xvii.  7).  This  vision  now  closes 
with  the  triumphal  chorus  in  heaven.  The  angel  then 
orders  him  to  write  what  he  had  seen  ;  which  was  to  be 
delivered  to  the  seven  Churches,  and  not  to  be  sealed 
or  suppressed  with  the  prophecy  of  the  seven  thunders*. 
He  then  fixes  the  attention  of  the  prophet,  and  of  those 
who  are  to  read  what  he  thus  writes,  on  the  due  appli- 
cation of  what  is  now  represented.  11  Blessed  are  they 
"  who  are  called  to  the  marriage-supper  of  the  Lamb  !" 
Blessed  are  they  who  by  the  grace  of  God,  co-operating 
with  their  own  endeavours,  "  make  their  calling  and 
"  election  suref who,  having  on  the  "  wedding-gar- 
11  rnent"  of  righteousness  J,  become  entitled  to  "  sit 
M  down  to  meat"  in  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  The 
angel  then  concludes  with  this  solemn  assurance: 
M  These  are  the  true  words  of  God."  All  that  thou  hast 
now  heard  and  seen,  will  assuredly  come  to  pass. 

Ver.  10.  And  I  fell  down  be/ore  his  feet;  &c] 
The  prophet,  affected  with  astonishment  at  what  he 
had  beholden  and  heard,  and  with  veneration  and  gra- 
titude towards  his  heavenly  conductor,  follows  the  na- 
tural bent  of  his  feelings ;  and  falls  down  before  the 
angel,  to  express  them,  after  the  custom  of  the  eastern 
nations.  But  the  angel  renounces  this  kind  of  adora- 
tion, ranking  himself  only,  where  other  intimations  of 
Scripture  have  placed  him  and  his  fellow-angels,  "  as  a 


"  ministering  spirit,  sent  forth  to  minister  for  them  who 
"  shall  be  heirs  of  Salvation     (Heb.  i.  14).    The  pro- 


•  Ch.  x.  4. 

X  MatLxxii.  11. 


+  2  Pet.  i.  10. 
S  Luke  xii.  37. 


hi  bit  ion 
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hibition  to  worship  angels,  or  any  Other  being  than 
God,  is  repeated  in  chapter  xxii.  9,  and,  thus  repeated, 
seems  to  contain  a  very  strong  injunction  against  that 
angel-worship  in  which  a  great  part  of  the  Christian 
world  has  been  involved. 

Ib.  The  testimony  of  Jesus  is  the  spirit  of  prophecy. ] 
My  office  (says  the  angel)  for  which  you  honour  me,  is 
of  the  same  kind  with  yours :  I  support  the  testimony 
of  Jesus,  by  bringing  prophecy  from  heaven ;  you  and 
your  fellow-servants  perform  the  same  duty  on  earth, 
supporting  the  same  testimony,  by  preaching,  confes- 
sion, martyrdom,  kc. ;  even  in  the  present  instance,  we 
are  fellozD-servants  of  the  same  Lord.  I  shew  to  thee 
the  vision  from  Heaven ;  thou  writest  it  for  the  use  of 
those  who  inhabit  the  Earth.  Let  us  both  worship 
God,  and  God  only. 
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PART  VII. 


SECTION  I. 


The  Lord  descends  to  Battle  and  Victory. 

CHAP.  3UX.  VBR.  11 — 18. 


llKxi    «$o*  to, 

tin  r»T»®*  Xf  vxof , 
£  5  xaW^  ,V 


l£  It  8/XOKMWJ  Xf /- 
[ft   J    r         uij-Sf , 

itti  t»ii»  xe^oXi)* 
airu  CtxirifAXTX 


Ojdtt,  IJ  [xr;  xvros. 

Chi- 

xxAirra/  To  o»o/a» 
ovth'  'O  A 07©-  t5 

nvftalx  (»  Tf  «- 


11  And  I  saw  heaven 
opened,  and  lo!  a 
white  horse!  and  he 
who  sate  upon  him, 
called  Faithful  and 
True;  and  in  righte- 
ousness doth  he  judge 

12 and  make  war;  his 
eyes  [as]  a  name  of 
fire,  and  on  his  head 
many  diadems,  having 
a  name  written,  which 
no  one  knoweth  hut 

13  himself:  And  clothed 
with  a  garment  dipped 
in  hlood:  and  his 
name  is  called  the 
WORD    op  GOD. 

14  And  the  armies  which 
weTe  in  heaven,  follow- 
ed him  upon  white 
horses,  clothed  in  fine 
white  linen  [and  pure]; 


11  And  I  aaw 
opened;  and  behold, 
a  white  horse;  and  ha 
that  sat  upon  him  tcu 
called  Faithful  and 
True;  and  in  righte- 
ousness he  doth  judge 

12  and  make  war.  His 
eyes  were  as  a  name  of 
fire ;  and  on  bit  bead 
were  many  crowns ; 
and  be  had  a  name 
written,  thai  no  man 
knew  but  he  himself : 

13  And  he  teas  clothed 
with  a  vesture  dipt  in 
blood :  and  his  name 
is  called,  The  Word  of 

HOod.  Andthearmie* 
which  were  in  heaven, 
followed  him  upon 
white  horses,  clothed 
in  fine  linen,' 


460 

if)  unioit  Afixiif, 
aJri  ix*9fiv»r«J 

tJt  wall  r  r»v  Xurot 
[£  Hi  fa*  «fi 


*»•  to  farm  nml 


fM**Ai|,  }Jy*rt  w£~ 
9i  mt  ifftttt  tois 

favif*aL*Aivri  rvt- 

*XM*  m  to  i.r»- 

caputs  mm  x«< 
t«v  lea^xi**^  iV 
mvrir,  tutt  trofuxi 


APOCALYPSE. 

15  And  out  of  his  mouth 
goeth  a  sharp  sword, 
that  with  it  he  should 
smite  the  nations :  and 
he  shall  rule  them  with 
an  iron  rod :  and  he 
treadeth  the  press  of 
the  wine  of  the  anger 
[and  indignation]  of 
the  Almighty  [God]. 

16  And  be  bath  upon  his 
garment,  and  upon  bis 
thigh,  a  name  written, 
KING  of  kings,  and 
LORD   of  lords! 

17  And  I  saw  one  angel 
standing  in  the  sun : 
and  be  cried  out  with 
a  loud  voice,  saying  to 
all  the  birds,  which 
fly  between  heaven  and 
earth;  11  Come,  be  ga- 
"  thered  together  to 
"  the  great  supper  of 

18"  God  ;  That  ye  may 
"  eat  flesh  of  kings, 
"  and  flesh  of  com- 
"  manders,  and  flesh 
*'  of  mighty  men,  and 
"  flesh  of  horses,  and 
"  of  those  who  ride 
M  upon  them,  even 
"flesh  of  all,  both 
"  of  freemen  and  of 
"  slaves,  both  of  small 
"and  of  great." 
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15  clean.  And  out  of  bis 
mouth  goeth  a  sharp 
sword,  that  with  it  he 
should  smite  the  na- 
tions: and  be  shall 
rule  them  with  a  rod 
of  iron :  and  he  tread- 
eth the  wine-press  of 
the  fierceness  and 
wrath    of  Almighty 

16 God.  And  he  hath  on 
his  vesture,  and  on  his 
thigh  a  name  written, 
King  of  kings,  and 

17  Lord  of  lords.  And 
I  saw  an  angel  stand- 
ing in  the  sun :  and  he 
cried  with  a  loud  voice, 
saying  to  all  the  fowls 
that  fly  in  the  midst 
of  heaven,  Come  and 
gather  yourselves  to- 
gether unto  the  supper 

1 8  of  the  great  God ;  That 
ye  may  eat  the  flesh  of 
kings,  and  the  flesh  of 
captains,  and  the  flesh 
of  mighty  men,  and  the 
flesh  of  horses,  and  of 
them  that  sit  on  them, 
and  the  flesh  of  all 
men,  both  free  and 
bond,  both  small  and 
great, 
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We  are  now  arrived  at  that  signal  and  expected 
point  of  the  prophecy,  to  which  the  preceding  parts 
seem  principally  to  tend,  and  in  which  they  have  their 
completion ;  the  grand  aud  decisive  combat  between  the 
Christian  and  antichristian  powers.  Here  the  seven 
Seals,  seven  Trumpets,  seven  Vials,  and  all  their  accom- 
panying warnings,  unite.  Heaven  opens,  and  the  white 
horse  appears, 

Qualis  ab  incepto  processerat ;«— et  sibi  constat. 

He  is  the  same  white  horse,  whom  we  saw  proceeding 
*on  his  career  of  victory,  in  the  early  part  of  the  vision ; 
whose  rider  11  went  forth  conquering,  and  for  to  con- 
"  quer*."  He  has  been  pursuing  his  destined  course, 
though  not  always  equally  in  sight ; — he  now  appears 
again  in  more  splendid  array.  The  Christian  Church, 
again  pure  (fv  Xivkois),  sees  her  Messiah  in  person,  lead- 
ing her  forces,  and  fighting  her  battles.  "  Faithful 
M  and  true"  to  his  promises  f,  he  now  gives  more  mani- 
fest assistance  to  the  cause  of  his  Religion.  And  while  he 
confounds  and  destroys  his  enemies,  it  is  apparent,  that 
"  his  judgments  are  righteous'1  He  appears  in  this 
passage  as  a  dreadful  warrior ;  yet  there  is  little  new 
in  the  description ;  we  acknowledge  the  same  King  of 
kings  whom  we  have  before  seen  in  other  parts  of  the 
prophecy  J.    The  epithets,  elsewhere  applied  to  the 

•  Ch.  vi.  I.  +  Matt,  xxviii.  20.  Rev.  i.  6;  iii.  U. 

I  This  title  is  attributed  to  the  conquering  Messiah,  in  ch.  xvii.  14. 
The  conquerors  of  the  East  had  vainly  usurped  it.  On  a  tombstone  of 
Cyrus  in  the  city  of  Pasargadss  was  a  Persic  inscription  ending  with  this 
Greek  line, 

Here  am  I  buried,  Cyrus,  king  of  kings. 

Strabo,  lib.  15.  p.  100. 

The 
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Messiah,  are  here  collected,  and  so  arranged  as  to  dis- 
play his  glory,  his  power,  and  his  anger,  terrible  to  his 
unrepentant  foes.  He  leads  his  armies,  the  faithful 
and  pure  Christians  *,  to  assured  victory ;  victory  so 
decisive,  that  none  of  his  enemies  escape.  The  birds, 
who  prey  on  flesh,  are  bidden  to  a  banquet  on  their 
carcases  |.  The  angel  stationed  in  the  sun,  betokening 
the  light  and  knowledge  which  shall  then  beam  upon 
mankind,  invites  all  the  world  to  join  true  Religion, 
and  partake  the  victory. 

The  Asiatic  monarchs  followed  the  example;  and  medals  also  of 
Parthian  kings,  of  Tigranes,  of  Pharnuces,  &c.,  are  found  with  the  same 
title  inscribed.  Pinkerton  on  Medals,  vol.  i.  p.  203.  —  See  ch.  i.  14. 
16;  ii.  12.  17,  18.27;  iii.  7.  12.  14;  xiv.  19,  20;  rvii.  14;  and  the 
notes.    Compare  also  Is.  lix.  Ixv.  17.  Ixiii.  1,  &c. 

«  Ch.  xii.  13.  xix.  S.  f  £aek.  xxxix.  17,  18. 
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The  Con  flict,  and  the  Victory  ever  the  mid-beast  and 

kk  Fake  Prophet. 


chap.  xxx.  vkr.  19 — to  the  end. 


1 9  Ksu  «T3c>  to  §wf  icvf 

,C  TVS  £sLCt>MS  rra 


19  And  1  saw  the  wild- 
beaet  and  the  kings  of 
the  earth,  and  their 
armies,  guthered  toge- 
ther to  make  war 
against  Him  who  sate 
upon  the  korae,  and 

20  against  Ij  is  army.  And 
the    wild-beast  was 


1 9 And  I  saw  the  beast, 
and  the  kings  of  the 
earth,  and  their  armies 
gathered  together  to 
make  war  against  him 
that  sat  on  the  horse, 
and  against  his  army. 

20  And:  the  beast  waf 
taken,  and  with  him 
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iTT.ScSiJ  TO  -wTjpo't 

hiviot  «Jt5,  b  ok 

•J*  X^xw  t5 
tfvpot  T%t  xjuofjunt 

2M>Tf  d^i,  iuio# 

IX  TM  f  o^il  dtu- 

tic  tin  <xa§*Z-t  ai- 


take::,  and  the  false 
prophet  who  tea*  with 
him,  <ic  who  wrought 
the   wonders  before 
him,  by  which  he  de- 
ceived those  who  re- 
ceived the  mark  of  the 
beast,  and  who  wor- 
shipped   his  image. 
These  two  were  cast 
alive  into  the  lake  of 
fire  burning  with  brim- 
21  stone.    And  the  rem- 
nant were  slain  by  the 
swoi'4  o/ Hun  who  sate 
upon  the  horse,  which 
sxtord  proceedeth  from 
his  mou tli :  and  all  the 
birds  were  filled  with 
their  flesh. 


the  false  prophet  that 
wrought  miracles  be- 
fore him,  with  which 
he  deceived  them  that 
had  received  the  mark 
of  the  beast,  and  them 
that  worshipped  his 
image.  These  both 
were  cast  alive  into  a 
lake  of  fire  burning 
21  with  brimstone.  And 
the  remnant  were  slain 
with  the  sword  of  him 
that  sat  upon  the  horse; 
which  rword  proceeded 
out  of  his  mouth :  and 
all  the  fowls  were  fill- 
ed with  their  flesh. 


After  the  appearance  of  the  Messiah  and  his  armies, 
the  armies  of  the  worldly  powers,  under  the  beast,  the 
false  prophet,  and  the  kings,  who  are  *  mustered  by  the 
spirits  of  demons  to  the  great  battlet*  com  in  view.  But 
the  conflict,  for  which  so  vast  preparation  had  been 
made,  is  finished  in  aa  fnstaHtJ.    The  leaders,  they  who 


•  Ch.  xvii.  13.  .      +  Ch.  xvi.  14. 

♦  There  is  great  propriety  and  sublimity,  in  this  rapidity  of  victory. 
An  inventor  would  probably  have  dwelt  upon  this  conflict,  and  have 
described  it  in  a  variety  of  detail :  but  this  is  a  victory  in  which  the 
arm  of  Omnipotence  is  displayed  ;  and  of  which  it  may  be  said  without 
extravagance,— Venit,  vidit,  vitit. 

during 
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during  so  many  ages  had  abused  their  civil  and  eccle- 
siastical power,  are  taken,  and  consigned  to  that  ever- 
lasting prison,  to  which  such  offenders  were  originally 
doomed*.  Their  followers,  both  small  and  great,  fall; 
and  are  utterly  destroyed  by  the  word  of  God\. 

Thus,  the  kingdom  of  the  beast  and  false  prophet, 
of  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  power,  administered  so 
long  and  so  abusively,  comes  to  its  end ;  and  the  king- 
dom of  the  Messiah,  and  of  righteousness,  is  established. 
This  is  that  happy  period,  the  theme  of  many  prophe- 
cies; which,  being  still  future,  it  is  presumptuous  to  ex- 
plain particularly :  yet  thus  far  we  may  generally  and 
safely  conclude,  that  as  we  have  already  seen  the  reign 
of  the  beast  and  false  prophet,  the  mystery  of  iniquity  J, 
so  exactly  foretold,  and  the  prophecy  so  wonderfully 
fulfilled ; — tyranny,  irreligion,  hypocrisy,  and  immora- 
lity triumphant  and  oppressive,  by  the  means  of  pre- 
tended commissions  from  heaven:  so,  this  usurpation 
will  be  utterly  destroyed ;  and  pure  Religion,  and  peace 
and  happiness,  succeed.  44  The  wolf  shall  dwell  with 
u  the  lamb,  and  the  leopard  shall  lie  down  with  the 
"  kid;"  &c.  "  They  shall  not  hurt  or  destroy  in  all 
"the  holy  mountain; — the  earth  shall  be  full  of  the 
"  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the 
44  sea 

•  Ch.  xvii.  8.  Matt.  xxv.  41. 

t  Ch.i.  16*.  Compare  with  the  battle  here  represented  Isaiah  xxxiv. 
Jer.  vii.  32,  &c.  Kick,  xxxix.  17,  &c.  Zeph.  i.  7.  See  also  Bishop 
Lowth  de  Sac.  Poes.  Heb.  lec.  xx. 

I  See  notes,  ch.  xiii.  §  Isaiah  xi.  Sec. 
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SECTION  III. 


The  Dragon  taken  and  confined. 


1  K*t  t%»  aryt\ot 
xsAxCxi*Qti*  ix  ri 

xkiTt  TTis  atCvtrati, 
Xy  aXvtrn  ymyiknn 

2  t3.  K.j.1  ixfxntm 
rlf  Sguxoilx,  to» 
o$ir  rot  afX»o», 
\of  ip  Ji«C©A«r  x*l 
o*%n»is,  xai  io\7n 

etlrov  x/^,at  *rr>' 

3  K*i  iZ»\tt  air  It 
as  TJtt  akvem,  Xj 

yi<r*r  tveirv  «vt5, 
\,*ur  X3\%r*ayi  rat 
?0WiTi,axf'  nXtcr- 
Q^rmxihtat-n'  x) 

tJVt  t»Zt*  Ji  r  at- 
Xflm. 


CHAP.  XX.  VRR.  1—3. 

0  • 

1  And  I  saw  an  aogel 
coming  down  from 
heaven,  having  the  key 
of  the  bottomless  pit, 
and  a  great  chain  in 

2  his  hand.  And  he  laid 
bold  on  the  dragon, 
(that  ancient  serpent, 
who  is  the  devil  and 
satan,)  and  bound  him 

3  a  thousand  years ;  And 
cast  him  into  the  bot- 
tomless pit,  and  shut 
up ;  and  set  a  seal  over 
him,  that  he  should 
deceive  the  nations  no 
more,  until  the  thou- 
sand years  should  be 
completed :  and  after 
these,  he  must  be  loos- 
ed a  little  time. 


1  And  I  saw  an  angel 
come  down  from  hea- 
ven, having  the  key 
of  the  bottomless  pit, 
and  a  great  chain  in 

2  his  hand :  And  be  laid 
hold  on  the  dragon, 
that  old  serpent,  which 
is  the  devil  and  Satan, 
and  bound  bim  a  thou- 

3  sand  years,  And  cast 
him  into  the  bottom- 
less pit,  and  shut  him 
up,  and  set  a  seal  upon 
htm,  that  he  should 
deceive  the  nations  no 
more,  till  the  thousand 
years  should  be  fulfill- 
ed: and  after  that,  he 
must  be  loosed  a  little 


The  removal  of  the  beast  and  false  prophet  is  fol- 
lowed by  the  decline  of  impiety  and  wickedness,  and  by 
the  rapid  growth  of  true  Religion  and  Virtue.  This  i§ 
symbolically  displayed.  The  dragon,  that  ancient  foe 
of  man,  who,  under  the  disguise  of  a  serpent,  had  be- 

b  a  guiled 
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guiled  Eve;  who  had  lent  his  throne,  his  authority  and 
his  arts,  to  the  beast  and  the  false  prophet ;  to  mislead 
the  nations  and  their  kings  *  ;  is  taken  and  confined. 
His  influence  upon  earth  is  wonderfully  diminished. 
And  this  important  object  is  accomplished  by  the  same 
superior  agency.    For,  though  au  angel  is  represented 
as  binding  satan,  yet,  whence  has  he  the  commission 
and  the  power  ?  whence  the  key  of  the  bottomless  deep, 
but  from  him  who  alone  is  described,  as  having  u  the 
"  keys  of  hell  and  of  death  f;"  from  him,  who  shuttcth, 
and  no  man  openeth  J?  By  his  permission  the  bottom- 
less deep  had  been  opened  § ;  by  his  power  it  is  now 
closed  and  sealed.    The  author  of  all  iniquity  is  con- 
fined in  it,  for  a  time;  after  which  he  is  permitted  to 
come  forth  again  "  for  a  season,"  and  "  to  deceive  the 
nations."    But  the  beasts  rise  up  no  more.  They  are  no 
longer  the  successful  agents  of  satan.    He  is  no  longer 
permitted  to  employ  this  kind  of  civil  and  religious  ty- 
ranny against  true  Religion,  and  the  happiness  of 
man.   The  blissful  season,  during  which  satan  continues 
bounden,  is  called  a  thousand  years.    But  of  this  more 
particularly,  under  the  next  section. 

*  See  notes,  cb.  xii.  +  Ch.  i.  18. 

%  Ch.  iii.  7.  [  See  note,  cb.  ix.  1. 
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The  Millennium. 


CHAP.  XX.  VEtt.  4—6. 


4  Kati  iloojp  $f  itvs ,  *J 
1  '/)       »  »   »  \ 

X,   Xfit'.x  (  <;■)<)  xi- 

ToTt'     ris  4,yX*f 

*V*   llX  T»»  fXMfiv- 

{Ixt  *I»«-5,  xa.1  hat 
rlt  Xoyot  t5  0i«, 
Kj  oitms  h  rsfo<rv 

«n  t$  into,/  •vrS' 
k,  in  tKxCof  To 

xxfxyi±x  hri  r» 

•  1  »  » 

fLtrwof,  xxi  tin 

.  >       -       »  ~  . 

5t,  trader,  ■<..  fbdtai- 
?.!'.  7i>        fir  Xpi- 
t«  it>j. 

5  Oi        Awwoi  rZr 

^  # 


mwfiatt  t£  tJf ai- 
ry' i»«   Tarty,  ; 


4  And  I  saw  thrones, 
and  they  sate  upon 
them:  and  judgment 
was  given  unto  them  : 
and  the  souls  of  those 
who  had  been  slain 
with  the  axe  for  the 
testimony  of  Jesus, 
and  for  the  word  of 
God  ;  and  whosoever 
had  not  worshipped 
the  beast  nor  his 
image,  and  had  not 
received  the  mark 
upon  their  forehead 
and  upon  their  hand  ; 
and  they  lived  and 
reigned  with  Christ 
the  thousand  years : 

5  But  the  rest  of  the 
dead  did  not  live  till 
the  thousand  years 
should  be  completed. 
This  is  the  first  resur- 

6  rection.  Blessed  and 
holy  is  he  who  hath  a 
part  in  the  first  resur- 
rection :  over  these,  the 
second  death  hath  no 
power:  but  they  shall 

a  r  2 


4  And  I  saw  thrones,  and 
they  sate  upon  them, 
and  judgment  was 
given  unto  them:  and 
J  saw  the  souls  of  them 
that  were  beheaded  for 
the  witness  of  Jesus, 
and  for  the  word  of 

• 

God,  and  which  had 
not  worshipped  the 
beast,  neither  his 
image,  neither  had 
received  his  mark  upon 
their  foreheads,  or  in 
their  bands ;  and  they 
lived  and  reigned  with 
Christ    a  thousand 

5  years :  But  the  rest  of 
the  dead  lived  not 
again  until  the  thou- 
sand years  were  finish- 
ed.   This  is  the  first 

6  resurrection.  Blessed 
and  holy  is  he  that 
hath  part  in  the  first 
resurrection:  on  such 
the  second  death  hath 
no  power,  but  they 
shall  be  priests  of  God, 
and  of  Christ,  and 
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be  priests  of  God  and 
of  Christ,  and  shall 
reign  with  him  a  thou- 
sand years. 
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shall  reign  with  him  a 
thousand  years. 


Ver.  4.  And  I  saw  thrones;  &c]  In  Daniel,  vii. 
22,  26,  "  the  judgment  sits;"— "  judgment  is  given  to 
"  the  saints; — they  possess  the  kingdom."  To  this 
passage,  St.  Paul  seems  to  allude  in  1  Cor.  vi.  2,  3,  as 
well  as  does  our  Lord's  promise  in  Matt.  xix.  28.  Luke 
xxii.  30.  giving  thrones  of  judgment  to  his  Disciples. 
These  prophecies,  dark  in  themselves,  until  the  event 
and  completion  shall  illustrate  them,  are  here  repeated, 
with  some  additional  information :  for,  it  is  affirmed, 
that  this  reign  of  the  Saints  shall  continue  "  a  thousand 
"  years."  Who  the  saints  are,  is  at  first  expressed  in 
very  general  terms ;  as  also  is  the  prophecy  of  Daniel. 
"  They  sate;  judgment  was  given  unto  them."  But 
among  those  who  sit  upon  these  thrones,  are  afterwards 
expressly  enumerated,  they  who  during  the  long  con- 
flict with  the  beast  and  false  prophet,  have  kept  the 
faith,  even  unto  death,  and  refused  the  idolatrous  wor- 
ship, to  which  they  were  tempted  or  forced,  by  the 
worldly  powers.  These  faithful  sons  and  champions  of 
the  Church,  are  described  as  living  and  reigning  with 
the  Anointed,  or  Christ,  the  thousand  years.  And  this 
early  or  first  resurrection  appears  to  be  their  exclusive 
privilege,  and  not  to  belong  to  the  rest  of  the  dead,  who, 
it  is  said,  shall  not  live,  until  the  thousand  years  shall 
be  completed. 

Much  has  been  written  upon  this  promised  Millen- 
nium, or  reign  of  the  Saints;  yet  little  that  can  afford 

satisfaction 
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satisfaction  to  the  judicious*.  The  meaning  of  a  pro- 
phecy of  this  kind  can  only  he  made  manifest  hy  the 
event  which  is  to  fulfil  it.  Before  that  time  shall  arrive, 
it  is  unsafe  to  conjecture  after  what  method  it  shall  be 
fulfilled ;  whether,  as  some  prophecies  literally,  or  as 
others,  typically;  whether  the  departed  Saints  and 
Martyrs  shall  actually  be  raised  again  in  their  own 
persons,  to  effect  so  glorious  a  change  in  Religion  and 
morals;  or,  whether,  like  Elijah  in  the  person  of  John 
Baptist,  and  David  in  that  of  Christ,  they  shall  live 
again  in  the  persons  of  other  saints,  who  shall  fulfill 
their  characters  and  offices,  no  man  may  presume  to 
determine.  It  is  best  therefore,  after  the  example  of 
the  wise  father  Irenasus,  respecting  another  prophecy,  to 
"  xvait  the  completion  of  the  prediction  \."  Yet,  if  we 
are  not  permitted  to  descend  to  a  special  interpretation, 
we  may  receive  advantage  from  a  general  view.  We 
may  confidently  indulge  a  well-grounded  expectation, 
that  happy  times,  of  long  duration,  are  yet  destined 

*  Augustine,  in  Civ.  Dei,  lib.  xx.  c.  7,  commenting  on  this  chap- 
ter, says,  that  the  doctrine  of  a  Millennium,  in  which  the  saints  were  to 
enjoy  a  corporeal  resurrection  in  this  world,  was  founded  on  a  notion 
that,  after  six  thousand  years  of  trouble,  the  saints  should  enjoy  one 
thousand  year*  of  sabbath,  or  rest.  But  the  doctrine  was  founded  on 
this  passage  of  the  Revelation.  The  notion  of  the  time  only,  in  which 
the  prophecy  will  be  fulfilled,  was  taken  from  this  tradition  of  the 
Church.  From  Papias,  a  good  man,  but  weak  and  credulous,  seem  to 
have  been  derived  those  earthly  notions  of  a  Millennium,  branded  with 
the  name  of  Chiliasm,  which  were  adopted  by  some  eminent  writers  of 
the  ancient  Church ;  by  Iremeus,  Apolliuaris,  Tertullian,  Victorious, 
Lactantius,  &c.  But  there  was  another,  and  much  more  debasing,  no- 
tion of  a  Millennium,  entertained  in  those  early  times,  in  which,  gross, 
sensual,  corrupting  delights  were  supposed  to  make  the  felicity  of  the 
Sajnts,  This  seems  to  have  been  derived  from  Cerinthus,  and  thence 
tp  have  passed  on  to  other  heretics.    Euscb.  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  iii.  c.  28. 

t  Iren.  lib.  v.  30. 

for 
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for  the  Christian  Church,  even  here  upon  earth.  For 
the  clays  will  come,  and  seem  at  no  very  great  distance, 
(the  present  century  may  perhaps  disclose  them,)  when, 
the  heast  and  false  prophet  being  removed,  and  Bahy- 
lon  sunk  for  ever,  the  devil,  that  ancient  foe,  shall  be 
deprived  of  his  wonted  influence ;  and  the  prophecies, 
which  in  the  Old  Testament,  as  well  as  in  the  book  of 
Revelation,  promise  happy  times,  shall  be  accomplish- 
ed •. 


•  An  abstracted  view  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Ancients  on  this  diffi- 
cult, and  as  yet  obscure  subject,  may  be  seen  in  Bishop  Newton's  Dis- 
sertations, vol.  iii.  329 — 343.  8vo;  and  of  the  Moderns,  in  Low  man's 
Paraphrase  and  notes  on  Rev.  p.  242 — 24S.  Some  ingenious  and  use- 
ful hints  are  suggested  in  Mr.  Kett's  last  volume  on  Prophecy.  And  a 
comprehensive,  learned,  and  very  judicious  view  of  the  whole  subject 
may  be  read  in  Mr.  Gray's  Discourse  on  Rev.  xx.  4,  5,  6*.  It  is  re- 
markable that  Dr.  Whitby,  who  had  declined  to  comment  on  the  Apo- 
calypse, assigning  as  his  motive,  that  he  felt  himself  unqualified  for  such 
a  work,  has  ventured  to  explain  this  particular  prediction  of  the  Mil- 
lennium ;  which  being,  as  all  agree,  a  prophecy  yet  unfulfilled,  is,  of  all 
others,  the  most  difficult.  Yet  his  Treatise  on  the  true  Millennium  may 
be  perused  with  advantage.  But,  as  it  plainly  appears  that  no  one, 
who  lived  before  the  completion  of  the  prophecies  of  the  Seals,  the 
Trumpet,  or  the  Harlot  of  Babylon,  however  learned  and  sagacious,  was 
able  to  penetrate  through  the  veil  of  these  mysteries ;  nor  was  any  pro- 
gress made  iti  assorting  these  prophecies,  until  the  historical  events  ful- 
filling them  appeared ;  so,  to  the  events  alone  are  we  to  look  with  confi- 
dence for  the  complete  illustration  of  these  predictions.  We  can  at 
present  collect  from  them  wiih  safety,  only  general  notions  and  assu- 
rances. Such  however  are  sufficient  to  support  our  faith,  if  not  to  gra« 
tify  our  curiosity. 
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PART  VII. 


SECTION  V. 

Satan  loosed,  deceiveth  the  nations,  and  is  cast  into 

the  burning  lake. 


chap.  xx.  vF.ii.  7 — 10. 


7  K*;  or*»  rtU<&i 

bn<rtrxi  o  cxrxyxs 
ik  -rhi  $v\xx.rii  xv- 

©Xaiwra'  ra  tfa 
T«  in  t*<">  riaaxf- 
ar<  yvitxis  r%s  yvf, 
Tot  I       x«i  To» 

«vT«r  m  «roA.i/xo», 
»  x . .  * ./  .  j  ai>r«» 

♦      #    •*  —  A 

h.;  H  XfAfJiOS  TT)S  -3X- 

<)  Xxatrns.  Ka< 

£S}<xa»  |W  TO  V3>X- 

ros  rit  yns,  text 
tKvxX&vx*  rn»  *3x~ 
ftp.C»A*»  run  xyixt, 
kxi  r%t  ooAjk  r»» 
iyjcinjfAiW*  xa* 
xalt'C*  ofy  awo  T« 
0t«  ix  t5  upatu, 
k,  xxiipaytt  xvtus. 
J0K*i  o  SmC**  o 
«A*»*»  i- 
Cx-id,  n'f  T*»  A/>i- 
iDv  t«  crvfor  xa» 

$l/«,    07«   KXi  TO 


7  And  when  the  thou- 
sand years  shall  be 
completed,  salan  shall 
be   loosed   from  his 

8  prison  :  And  he  shall 
come  forth  to  deceive 
the  nations  which  arc 
in  the  four  corners  of 
the  earth,  the  Gog, 
and  the  Magog,  to  ga- 
ther them  together  to 
battle,  the  number  of 
whom  is  as  the  sand  of 

o  the  sea.  And  they 
went  up  on  the  exteut 
of  the  earth,  and  sur- 
rounded the  camp  of 
the  saints,  even  the 
beloved  city.  And  fire 
came  down  from  God 
out  of  heaven,  and  de- 

LOvoured  them.  And  the 
devil,  who  deceiveth 
them,  was  cast  into  the 
lake  of  fire  and  brim- 
stone ;  where  were  like- 
wise the  wild-beast  and 
the  false  prophet:  and 
they  shall  be  torment- 


7  And  when  the  thou- 
sand years  are  expired, 
Satan  shall  be  loosed 

8  out  of  his  prison,  And 
shall  go  out  to  deceive 
the  nations  which  are 
in  the  four  quarters  of 
the  earth,  Gog  and 
Magog,  to  gather  them 
together  to  battle :  the 
number  of  whom  is  as 
the  sand  of  the  sea. 

o  And  they  went  up  on 
the  breadth  of  the 
earth,  and  compassed 
the  camp  of  the  saints 
about,  and  the  beloved 
city:  and  fire  came 
down  from  God  out  of 
heaven,  and  devoured 
10  them.  And  the  devil 
that  deceived  them, 
was  cast  into  the  lake 
of  fire  and  brimstone, 
where  the  beast  and  the 
false  prophet  are>  and 
shall  be  tormented  day 
and  night  for  ever  and 


ever. 
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x4u  outre;,  th  t«s 
> » 


-     » < 


ed  day  and  night  for 
ever  and  ever. 


After  the  grand  period  of  the  Millennium,  so  favour- 
able to  the  Christian  cause,  shall  have  come  to  its  end, 
another  apostacy  shall  unhappily  take  place.  This  is 
expressed  figuratively,  by  satan  being  again  loosed,  to 
deceive  the  nations.  This  new  rebellion  against  the 
laws  of  God,  and  against  the  easy  yoke  of  the  Redeemer, 
is  of  formidable  extent.  The  four  corners  of  the  earth, 
(that  is,  the  nations  of  the  whole  earth)  *  are  engaged 
in  it.  It  is  an  apostacy  of  a  new  kind ;  different  at 
least  from  the  former  apostacy,  in  which  the  beast  and 
false  prophet  were  satan's  instruments  of  mischief.  Be- 
yond this  we  have  little  ground  of  conjecture.  The 
enemies  of  the  Christian  Church,  numerous  as  the  sands 
upon  the  sea-shore,  surround  the  camp  of  the  Saints, 
which  is  represented  as  in  a  state  of  siege.  But  the 
extinction  of  these  enemies  shall  be  sudden,  miraculous, 
and  complete.  They  shall  be  destroyed  by  fire,  by  fire 
from  heaven,  that  is,  miraculously,  and  utterly  f. 

This  description  is  conformable  to  other  ancient 
prophecies,  still  remaining  to  be  fulfilled ;  or  which 
have  received  only  a  partial  and  typical  completion. 
Such  are  Isaiah  lxiii.  lxvi.  Joel  iii.  Ezek.  xxxviii,  and 
xxxix;  which  is  the  last  prophecy  in  the  book  J,  and  is 
said  expressly  to  be  of  the  latter  days.  Gog  and  Magog 
will  be  found  to  signify  the  nations ;  those  which  were 

•  See  note,  ch.  iv.  6*.  +  See  note,  ch.  xvii.  12. 

X  Excepting  the  exhibition  of  the  temple,  which,  being  a  subject 
entire  of  itself,  was  reckoned  by  the  Jews  as  an  additional  book.  See 
Joseph.  Ant.  Jud.  lib.  x.  c.  6. 

most 
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most  distant,  and  yet  hostile  to  the  Church  On  all 
these  prophecies,  evidently  not  yet  fulfilled,  little  can 
be  conjectured  with  safety.  They  are  to  be  handed 
down  to  the  Church  of  the  latter  days,  even  as  those 
prophecies,  which  we  have  seen  fulfilled,  have  been  de- 
livered to  us;  and  with  this  consolation,  that  this 
"  overflowing  of  iniquity,'*  whenever  it  arrives,  shall 
be  miraculously  and  completely  terminated  f.  And 
this  is  the  last  successful  effort  of  satan  against  the 
Church.    He  is  then  consigned  to  his  eternal  prison. 

•  See  Mede's  Works,  p.  280;  Abp.  Newcome  on  Ezekiel  xxxviii.  2; 
also  Lowth  on  the  same  passage. 

t  So  Ezek.  xxxix.  6.    Isaiah  xlvii.  13,  14;  xxxiii.  14. 

  j 

PART  VIL 


SECTION  VI. 


The  Judgment. 


ciiap.  xx.  ter.  11— to  the  end. 


1 1  Kj»«    ii5o»  Sfitop 

miiTu,  m  avo  tsjfo- 
t  ipmtis'  >£  ritros 

12K*I    t$Ot   THt  If 
*****  fWKfif  K,  \U- 

tun  tS  0i3,  x«i 


saw  a  great 


11  And  I 
white  throne,  and  Iiitn 
who  sate  thereon,  from 
before  whose  presence 
the  earth  and  the  hea- 
ven fled  away,  and 
there  was  found  no 

12  place  for  them.  And 
I  saw  the  dead,  small 
and  great,  standing 
before  the  throne  :  and 
books  were  opened. 
And  another  book  was 
opened,   which  is  of 


1 1  And  I  saw  a  great 
white  throne,  and  him 
that  sat  on  it,  from 
whose  face  the  earth 
and  the  heaven  fled 
away,  and  there  was 
found   no  place  for 

12  them.  And  I  saw  the 
dead,  small  and  great, 
stand  before  God ;  and 
the  books  were  open- 
ed :  and  another  book 
was  opened,  which  is 
the  book  of  life:  and  the 
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•*  M*f4<  it  rut 
yi'fXfjLfxitu*  it  tois 

ltjtfy*  aiiTwt.  Kan 
i£  o  batatas  k,  • 

<*0»r  {§UXZt  THS  it 

mCrdtt  nx^st"  xai 
ix x>  fXAfor 
itaia  T*  ify*  a&- 

14  Tilt*      Kxi  o 
wftos    x«i   o  jtotjr 
i^\»ifl>»7a»  tit  T%t 
yJ(A.tr,t   t3  ovgof* 
iris  htt  o  oumfoj 

15$J«%,.     Kai  |i 
T«       »v{i'0>j  it  rri 

tv  fa 

yt!"f  XfAfJtot,  iGXriQn 
tit  rit  Xi/xmi  ri 


life.  And  the  dead 
were  judged  from  the 
things  written  in  the 
books,  according  to 

13 their  works.  And  the 
sea  gave  up  the  dead 
which  were  in  it:  and 
death  and  hell  gave  up 
the  dead  which  were 
in  them :  aud  they  were 
judged,  every  one  ac- 
cording to  their  works. 

14  And  death  and  hell 
were  cast  into  the  hike 
of  fire.    This  is  the 

15 second*  death.  And 
if  any  one  were  not 
found  written  in  the 
book  of  Life,  he  was 
cast  into  the  lake  of 
lire. 


dead  were  judged  out 
of  those  things  which 
were  written  in  the 
books,   according  to 

13  their  works.  And  the 
sea  gave  up  the  dtad 
which  were  in  it ;  and 
death  and  hell  deli- 
vered up  the  dead 
which  were  in  them : 
and  they  were  judged, 
every  man  according 

14  to  their  works.  And 
death  and  hell  were 
cast  into  the  lake  of 
fire.    This  is  the  se- 

1 5  cond  death.  And  who- 
soever was  not  found 
written  in  the  book  of 
life,  was  cast  into  the 
lake  of  fire. 


The  Christian  Church  being  now  triumphant  over 
its  enemies,  and  the  instigator  of  all  mischief  being 
himself  eternally  banished,  there  is  no  more  warfare  to 
relate.  Nothing  remains  but  to  describe  that  general 
judgment,  which  shall  render  to  every  man  according  to 
his  works ;  when,  immortality  succeeding  to  mortality, 
death,  that  "  last  enemy t  shall  be  destroyed  *."  The 
appearance  of  the  great  Judge,  before  whose  "presence 
"  the  earth  and  the  heaven  are  seen  to  flee  away;"  at 
whose  approach,  the  former  scenery,  (as  described  in 
ch.  iv,  &c.)  vanishes,  and  the  process  of  the  tribunal, 

*  1  Cor.  xv.  ?6\ 
1  by 
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by  which  the  books  of  crimination  and  of  life  are 
opened,  are  shortly  and  sublimely  related :  and  the 
langinge,  though  figurative,  being  conformable  to 
other  passages  foretelling  this  great  event,  is  of  easy 
and  obvious  interpretation*.  We  may  perhaps  except 
from  this  description  ver.  14,  wherein  death  and  hell 
are  said  to  be  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire,  called  the  second 
death.  But  this  second  death  will  be  found  explained 
in  note,  ch.  ii.  11. 

*  Compare  Mai.  iii.  l6;  iv.  1  :  Job  xxi.  30:  Psalm  ix.  17:  Daj>. 
vii.9;  xii.  2:  Isaiah  xxviii.  14—19:  Matt.  xiii.  41, 42 :  Mark  ix.  44: 
1  Cor.  :  Phil.  iii.  21:1  These,  iv.  l6  ;  2  Thess.  i.  7—10:  2  Tim.  i. 
10:  Heb.  ii.  14:  1  Pet.  iii.  7,  10:  Jude  14,  15:  also  Rev.  i.  14.  18; 
iii.  5 ;  iv.  2,  3  ;  ii.  11 ;  vi.  S  ;  with  the  notes  thereon. 


PART  VII. 


1  Kai   e*5o»  apxtot 


SECTION  VII. 
The  new  Creation. 

CHAP.  XXI.   VER.  1 — 8. 

1  Aud  I  saw  a  new  hea- 
ven, and  a  new  earth: 
for  the  first  heaven  and 
the  first  earth  are  pass- 
ed away ;  and  the  sea 

2  is  no  more.  And  the 
holy  city,  the  new  Je- 
rusalem, I  saw  de- 
scending from  God  out 
of  Heaven,  prepared 


1  And  I  saw  a  new  hea- 
ven, and  a  new  earth : 
for,  the  first  heaven  and 
the  first  earth  were 
passed  away ;  and  there 

2  was  no  more  sea.  And 
I  John  saw  the  holy 
city,  new  Jerusalem, 
cotniug  down  from 
God  out  of  heaven, 

■ 
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as  a  bi  ide  adorned  for 

3  her  husband.  And  I 
heard  a  loud  voioe 
out  of  heaven,  saying ; 
u  Behold,  the  taberna- 
M  rle  of  God  with 
44  men :  and  he  will 
44  dwell  with  them : 
44  aod  they  shall  be 
44  his  people,  and  God 
44  himself  will  be  with 
44  them,    their  God. 

4  44  And  he  will  wipe 
44  away  every  tear  from 
44  their  eyes.  Anddeath 
44  shall  be  uo  more ; 
44  nor  shall  sorrow,  nor 
44  mourning,  nor  pain, 
44  be  more ;  for  the 
44  former  things  are 

5  44  passed  away."  And 
he  who  sate  upon  the 
throne,  said;  **  Be- 
44  hold,  I  make  all 
44  things  new."  And 
he  saith  [unto  me] 
44  Write :  for  these 
44  words  are  true,  and 
44  worthy  of  belief." 

6  And  he  said  unto  me, 
44  It  is  done  !  1  am  the 
"  Alpha  and  the  O- 
44  mega,  the  begimiiug 
44  and  the  end.  I  will 
44  give  unto  him  that 
44  thirsted),  of  the  foun- 
44  tain  of  the  water  of 

7  44  life  freely.  He  who 
"  overcometh, shall  in- 
44  herit  these  things  : 
44  and  I  will   be  his 
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prepared  as  a  brii/e^ 
adorned  for  her  hus- 

3  band.  And  I  heard  a 
great  voice  out  of  hea- 
ven, saying;  Behold, 
the  tabernacle  of  God 
it  with  men,  and  he 
will  dwell  with  them, 
and  they  shall  be  his 
people,  and  God  him- 
self shall  be  with  them, 

4  and  be  their  God.  And 
God  shall  wipe  away 
all  tears  from  their 
eyes;  and  there  shall 
be  uo  more  death,  nei- 
ther sorrow,  uor  cry- 
ing, neither  shall  there 
be  any  more  pain ;  for 
the  former  things  are 

5  passed  away.  And  he 
that  sat  upon  the 
throne,  said;  Behold, 
I  make  all  things 
And  he  said  unto 
Write:  for,  these  words 
are  true  and  faithful. 

6  And  he  said  unto  me ; 
It  is  done.  I  am  Alpha 
and  Omega,  the  begin- 
ning and  the  end:  I 
will  give  unto  him  that 
is  athirst,  of  the  foun- 
tain of  the  water  of 

7  life  freely.  He  that 
overcometh,  shall  in- 
herit all  things;  and  I 
will  be  his  God,  and 
he  shall  be  my  son. 

8  But  the  fearful  and 
unbelieving,  and  the 
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8  lilt.    ToTs  ht- 


0V,         WOf»«<f,  Kf 


vi<r,  rut  ^i&ia,, 


t«  X/ftrjj  rn  xa/5- 
/•/.:>>?  GH  ;i  k.  *ttia>, 


"  God,  and  he  shall 
8  u  be  my  son.  But  for 
u  the  cowardly,  and 
"  faithless,  aud  sinners, 
'«  and  defiled  persons, 
"  and  murderers,  and 
"  fornicators,  and  sor- 
"  cerers,  and  idolaters, 
u  and  all  the  deceivers, 
u  their  portion  is  in 
M  the lakeburning with 
'*  fire  and  brimstone, 
"  which  is  the  second 
«  death." 


abominable,  and  mur- 
derers, and  whore- 
mongers, and  sorcer- 

• 

ers,  and  idolaters,  and 
all  liars,  shall  have 
their  part  in  the  lake 
which  burnetii  with 
fire  and  brimstone : 
which  is  the  second 
death. 


Ver.  1.  And  I  saw  a  new  heaven;  &c]  The  ge- 
neral judgment  having  taken  place,  and  the  heavens 
and  earth  passed  away,  as  described  in  ch.  xx.  11,  and 
also  by  St.  Peter*,  there  follow  (as  mentioned  also  by 
the  same  Apostle)  "  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth," 
foretold  likewise  by  Isaiah  | ;  to  which  St.  Peter  seems 
to  refer,  as  to  a  prophecy  unfulfilled.  But  the  Apoca* 
lyptic  prophecy  does  not  rest  upon  the  general  assu- 
rance given  by  former  prophets ;  it  proceeds  to  a  more 
particular  description.  It  presents  to  us  "  the  new  city, 
44  the  New  Jerusalem,''  "  the  Bride,  the  Spouse''  of 
Christ.  Under  these  images,  which  are  perfectly  con- 
cordant with  many  other  texts  of  Scripture  J,  is  repre- 
sented that  assembly  of  the  Saints,  purified  from  sin ; 
that  "  glorious  Church,  not  having  spot  or  wrinkle," 
which  is  here  contrasted  with  the  great,  the  impure, 

*  2  Pet.  iii.  f  Ch.  Ixv.  lxvi. 

t  See  Eph.  ii.  19,  &c.  Gal.  iv.  26.  Heb.  xii.  22,  Sec;  viii.  2; 
ix.  11;  xi.  10.    1  Pet.  ii.  5;  iii.  13,  Sec  1  Cor.  iii.  9. 

idolatrous 
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idolatrous  city,  which  has  been  destroyed.  They  are 
both  of  them  exhibited,  fust  as  women,  then  as  cities ; 
which  symbols  are  convertible*.  But  the  first  woman 
is  an  impure  harlot.  The  second  is  a  virgin  bride,  fit 
for  her  Lord.  The  first  city  is  idolatrous,  and  wicked, 
a  very  Babylon;  the  second  is  "  the  holy  city,"  the 
new  Jerusalem f,  under  which  symbol  she  is  more  espe- 
cially represented  in  the  remaining  part  of  this  chapter. 

Ib.  And  the  sea  is  no  more.]  Some  of  the  com- 
mentators have  perplexed  themselves  to  find  a  particular 
representation  signified  in  this  passage,  under  the  em- 
blem of  the  sea.  It  seems  to  me,  that  none  such  is  to 
be  looked  for.  The  Heaven,  the  Earth,  and  the  Sea, 
(with,  sometimes,  the  rivers  and fountains,)  in  Scriptural 
idea,  compose  the  xvorld%.  These  all  pass  away  ;  "all 
"things  are  made  new."  The  old  translation  stands 
corrected  so  as  to  accord  with  this  notion  ;  vet  not  for 
that  reason  ;  but  because  the  language  of  the  original 
seemed  evidently  to  require  it. 

Ver.  3.  And  I  heard  a  loud  voice  out  of  heaven,  say- 
ing— ]  Preparatory  to  almost  every  change  which 
has  taken  place  in  this  prophecy,  for  the  advancement 
of  Religion  and  the  consequent  happiness  of  man,  songs 
of  joy,  from  the  sacred  chorus  in  heaven,  have  proclaim- 
ed the  revolution,  before  it  has  been  exhibited  in  the 
scenery.  The  Heavenly  Jerusalem  is  descending,  and 
soon  will  be  seen  from  a  nearer  point  of  view.  Mean- 
while, the  happy  change  is  sublimely  described :  the 
heavenly  voice  expresses  most  eloquently  that  divine 

♦  See  notes,  ch.  xvii.  1 ;  xix.  7,  8.         f  See  note,  ch.  iii.  12. 

X  See  note,  ch.  viii.  J.  "  In  six  days,  the  Lord  made  heaven  and 
u  earth,  the  tea,  and  all  that  in  them  is :"  Exod.  xx.  As  these  compo- 
»ent  parts  are  mentioned  at  the  creation,  so  again  at  the  dissolution,  of 
tht  world. 

state 
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state  of  felicity,  to  which  redeemed  man  may,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  attain.  It  is  beyond  the  power  of  hu- 
man imagination  to  comprehend  the  particulars  in 
which  it  consists.  It  is  therefore  described  only  by 
negatives. — There  shall  be  no  sorrow,  no  pain,  no  death; 
— none  of  those  evils  which  embitter  this  mortal  life. 
And  this  description  is  confirmed  by  the  great  Judge 
and  Creator,  who  sitteth  upon  the  throne ; — "  behold/* 
says  he,  "  I  make  all  things  7iew.n 

Ver.  5.  I fr' rite :  for,  these  words  are  true  and  wor- 
thy of  belief.}  At  the  conclusion  of  the  vision  which 
contained  the  judgment  of  Babylon  *,  the  angel,  who 
accompanied  the  prophet  during  that  vision,  had  ad- 
dressed him  in  nearly  the  same  words f.  But  the  pre- 
sent scene  i3  that,  in  which  the  Son  of  God,  who  had 
appeared  at  the  commencement  of  the  prophecy,  ad- 
dresses the  prophet  for  the  last  time.  He  addresses 
him  from  his  glorious  throne;  where,  having  judged 
the  dead,  and  caused  the  old  heavens  and  earth  to  va- 
nish away,  he  creates  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth, 
and  therein  a  new  and  heavenly  city,  to  be  the  blissful 
habitation  of  his  servants.  He  now  therefore  renews 
his  command  to  the  prophet,  to  write  what  he  had 
seen  J.  And  he  assures  him,  and  through  him,  the 
Church,  that  these  visions  are  to  be  believed,  and  to  be 
relied  upon  as  the  words  of  God.  He  then  declares 
the  prophecy  to  be  brought  to  its  conclusion.  It  con- 
cludes with  the  new  creation.  The  enemies  of  Christ 
arc  now  finally  subdued.  Their  opposition  was  the 
grand  argument  of  the  book.  It  ends  when  this  resist- 
ance is  no  more.    The  triumphant  Messiah  concludes 

•  Ch.  xix.  9. 

t  See  the  note,  which  is  intended  to  shew  their  purport. 
;  As  in  ch.  i.  19. 

his 
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his  address,  as  he  had  begun  it,  (in  chapter  i.  8.  18.) 
with  such  a  representation  of  his  eternal  power  and 
glory,  as  must  induce  his  followers  to  trust  in  him.  He 
then  renews  his  promises  of  inestimable  rewards*,  to 
those  who  shall  diligently  seek  them,  and  his  denuncia- 
tions of  eternal  punishments,  to  those  who  pursue  the 
wages  of  sin.  The  sins  specified  in  the  8th  verse,  are 
such  as  have  been  noted  and  explained  in  the  progress 
of  this  work.  But  it  may  be  asked,  why  are  the 
cowardly  enumerated  in  the  catalogue  of  sinners?  Can 
a  man  help  the  fearfulness  and  timidity  of  his  nature?  Is 
not  courage,  in  a  great  degree,  a  constitutional  virtue? 
To  this  it  may  be  answered,  that  every  Christian,  in  the 
language  of  the  Scriptures,  and  especially  in  that  of  this 
book,  is  accounted  a  soldier  of  Christ.  As  such,  he  is 
engaged  to  fight  (and  he  undertakes  this  warfare  so- 
lemnly at  his  baptism)  against  the  world,  the  flesh,  and 
the  devil.  These  are  the  agents  of  iniquity  who  oppose 
the  Messiah,  in  these  prophetical  visions ;  the  dragon, 
and  the  beasts.  And  the  courage  required  to  resist 
these,  is  far  from  being  corporeal  and  constitutional. 
For  in  this  cause,  the  weak  and  timid  sex  have  pro- 
duced as  many  champions  and  conquerors,  as  the  sex 
accounted  most  valiant  and  robust.  Resolution  to 
resist  temptation,  and  to  follow  faithfully  the  great 
Captain  of  Salvation,  through  difficulties  and  trials,  is, 
more  or  less,  in  the  power  of  every  one ;  and  what  is 
deficient  in  human  infirmity,  will  be  made  strong,  and 
equal  to  that  which  is  expected  from  it,  by  the  grace 
of  God.  Therefore  "  the  cowardly  and  faithless"  are 
properly  classed  together  in  this  passage,  and  with  the 
sinners,  who  are  of  that  kind  and  description  which  was 
seen  to  apostatise  from  the  Christian  Religion,  in  times 

•  As  in  chapters  ii,  and  til. 

of 
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of  temptation  and  persecution ;  especially  during  the 
prevalency  of  the  Gnostic  doctrines,  which  encouraged 
all  these  enormities,  and  had  begun  to  exhibit  its  evil 
tendency  when  this  prophecy  was  published  *. 

*  Mosheim,  dc  Reb.  Christ,  ante  Const.  Mag.  Saec.  ii.  sect.  xli. 
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SECTION  I. 


The  Bride,  or  new  Jerusalem. 


chap.  xxi.  ver.  9— to  the  cud.    chat.  xxii.  ver.  I — 5. 


0  Kai  *\9,t  us  i* 

Tan  cVli  a.ryl>.tn 
rZt    l%tt\xi  rats 

ytjxtiCa.  rut 

1 0  r  »  yvr  x  <x  * .    K  att 

clrrri>irxt  fxt  It  wtiy- 

fta.t  tit  o£tr  (Atyx 
»  »  1   •  *  t ' 

ayixv  Ii^waa/ra, 

XZ.*Gx!*tf7X1  IX  TB 

1  r£x«<ra»  ri»  UXxi 
Td  [xxi]  o 

X/Oy  r'fUwSftTf,  it 


9  And  there  came  one  of 
the  seven  angels,  (of 
those  who  had  the 
seven  vials,  which  were 
full  of  the  seven  last 
plagues,)  and  spake 
with  mc,say  ing,"  Conic 
"  hither;  I  will  shew 
"  thee  the  bride,  the 
M  wife  of  the  Lamb." 

10  And  he  carried  me 
away,  in  the  Spirit,  to 
a  great  and  high  moun- 
tain :  and  he  shewed 
me  the  holv  city,  Jeru- 
talent,  descending  out 
of  heaven  from  God, 

11  Having  the  glory  of 
God,  [and]  her  splen- 
dour like  a  most  pre- 
cious stone,  as  it  were, 

12  a  crystal-jasper,  Hav- 
ii  g  a  wall  gft'*t  and 


9  And  there  came  unto 
me  one  of  the  seven 
angels,  which  had  the 
seven  vials  full  of  the 
seven  last  plagues,  and 
talked  with  me,sayiug; 
Come  hither;  I  will 
shew  thee  the  bride, 

10  the  Lamb's  wife.  And 
he  carried  me  away  in 
the  Spirit  to  a  great 
and  high  mountain, 
and  shewed  me  that 
great  city,  the  holy 
Jerusalem,  descending 
out  of  heaven  from 

1 1  God,  Having  the  glory 
of  God  :  and  her  light 
•was  like  unto  a  stone 
most  precious,  even 
like    a  jasper-stone, 

12  clear  as  crystal;  And 
had  a  wall  great  and 
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lofty,  having  twelve 
gates,  and  at  the  gates 
twelve  angels ;  and 
names  inscribed  there- 
on, which  are  of  the 
twelve   tribes  of  the 

13  Sons  of  Israel.  On 
the  east  three  gates,and 
on  the  north  tlu%e  gates, 
and  on  the  aoulh  three 
gates,  and  on  the  west 

14  three  gates.  And  the 
wall  of  the  city  hav- 
ing twelve  foundation- 
stones;  and  upon  them 
twelve  names  of  the 
twelve  Apostles  of  the 

15  Lamb.  And  he  who 
spake  with  me,  had  a 
measure,  a  golden  reed, 
to  measure  the  city 
and  the  gates  thereof, 
and  the  wall  thereof. 

l6And  the  city  lieth 
quadrangular ;  and  the 
length  thereof  as  much 
as  the  breadth.  And 
he  measured  the  city 
with  the  reed,  twelve 
thousand  furlongs.  The 
length  and  the  breadth 
and  the  height  of  it 

17  are  equal.  And  he 
measured  the  wall 
thereof,  un  hundred 
and  forty-four  cubits, 
the  measure  of  a  man, 
that  is,  of  an  angel. 

18  And  the  building  of 
the  wall  thereof  was 
jasper;  and  the  city 

s  s  C 
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high,  and  had  twelve 
gates,  and  at  the  gates 
twelve  angels,  and 
names  written  thereon, 
which  are  the  names  of 
the  twelve  tribes  of 
the  children  of  Israel : 

13  On  the  east,  three 
gates;  on  the  north, 
three  gates;  on  the 
south,  three  gates ;  and 
on   the  west,  three 

1 4  gates.  And  the  wall 
of  the  city  had  twelve 
foundations,  and  in 
them  the  names  of  the 
twelve  apostles  of  the 

15  Lamb.  And  he  that 
talked  with  me,  had  a 
golden  reed  to  mea- 
sure the  city,  and  the 
gates  thereof,  and  the 

16' wall  thereof.  And  tiie 
city  lieth  four-square, 
and  the  length  is  as 
large  as  the  breadth  : 
and  he  measured  the 
city  with  the  reed, 
twelve  thousand  fur- 
longs: the  length,  and 
the  breadth,  and  the 
height  of  it  are  equal. 

17  And  he  measured  the 
wall  thereof,  an  hun- 
dred and  forty  and 
four  cubits,  according 
to  the  measure  of  a 
man,  that  is,  of  the 

18  angel.  Aud  the  build- 
ing of  the  wall  of  it 
was  of  jasper;  and  the 
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1 8 etfyiXn.  Kxt 

W  xai  i)  mdku 
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eavftifis'  o  Tf/- 

rirafbs,  ayAexy- 
20ocr*    'O  ai/Wisf, 

CaffO"**?**    (.  IXTOJ, 

^^i-7ftX*»0tf*   o  oy- 

twain,  Terra  3s»*  o 
Jtgafer,  yjvrl-grx- 
<ro%'  o  nmum ,  £a- 

Ki>03*'  o  0**i'x*lor, 


was  gold,  pure,  like 


T*asr«f*»  trn^a-v  ^  If)  unto  clear  glass.  And 

the  foundation-stones 
of  the  wall  of  the  city 
were  adorned  with  all 
manner  of  precious 
stones.  The  first  foun- 
dution-st^ne,  Jasper; 
the  second,  Sapphire ; 
the  third,  Chalcedony; 
the  fourth,  Kmcrald; 
20 The  fifth,  Sardonyx; 
the  sixth,  Sardine;  the 
seventh,  Chrysolite; 
the  eighth,  Beryl ;  the 
ninth,  Topaz ;  the 
tenth,  Chrysoprasus ; 
the  eleventh,  Jacinth; 
the  twelfth  Amethyst. 

21  And  the  twelve  gates, 
twelve  pearls ;  every 
several  gate  was  of  one 
pearl :  and  the  broad 
place  of  the  city  gold, 
pure,    as  transparent 

22  glass.  And  I  saw  no 
temple  therein:  for,  the 
Lord  God  Almighty 
is  the  temple  thereof, 

23  and  the  Lamb.  And  the 
city  has  no  need  of  the 
sun,  nor  of  the  moon, 
to  shine  til  it:  for,  the 
glory  of  God  did  give 
light  to  it;  and  its 
lamp  is    the  Lamb. 

24-  And  the  nations  shall 


%i»rt  yjvv'.vt  kx~ 

Qx*l,, 
22ewat-y»«.  Koi  >xl* 

»         »N        «  »    »  f 
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walk  by  the  light  of  it: 
and  the  kings  of  the 
earth  shall  bring  their 
glory  [and  honour]  into 


city  was  pure  gold,  liktf 
10.  unto  clear  glass.  And 
the  foundations  of  the 
wall  of  the  city  were 
garnished  with  all  man- 
ner of  precious  stones. 
The  first  foundation 
aflsjasper;  the  second, 
sapphire  ;  the  third,  a 
chalcedony;  the  fourth, 

20  an  emerald  ;  The  fifth, 
sardonyx;  the  sixth, 
S&rdius;  the  seventh, 
chrysolite ;  the  eighth, 
beryl;  the  ninth,  a  to- 
paz ;  the  tenth,  a  chry- 
soprasus ;  the  ele- 
venth, a  jacinct;  the 
twelfth,  an  amethyst. 

21  And  the  twelve  gates 
xvcre  twelve  pearls ; 
every  several  gate  was 
of  one  pearl :  and  the 
street  of  the  city  was 
pure  gold,  as  it  were 

22  transparent  glass.  And 
I  saw  no  temple  there- 
in :  for  the  Lord  God 
Almighty,  and  the 
Lamb,  arc  the  temple 

23  of  it.  And  the  city 
had  no  need  of  the 
sun,  neither  of  the 
moon  to  shine  in  it: 
for  the  glory  of  God 
did  lighten  it,  and  the 
Lamb  is    the  light 

24  thereof.  And  the  na- 
tions of  them  which 
tire  saved,  shall  walk 
in  the  lightof  i  :;nJ 
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25  it.  And  its  gates  shall 
not  be  shut  at  all  by 
day,  (for  there  shall  be 

26no  night  there,)  and 
they  slnll  bring  the 
glory  and  the  honour 
of  the  nations  into  it ; 

27  And  there  shall  in  no 
wise  enter  into  it  any 
thing  which  defiletb, 
and  which  worketh 
abomination  and  de- 
ceit, but  only  they  who 
are  written  in  the  book 
of  Life  of  the  Lamb. 

1  And  he  shewed  me  a 
river  of  water  of  Life, 
clear  as  crystal,  pro- 
ceeding out  of  the 
throne  of  God  and  of 

2  the  Lamb.  In  the 
middle  of  the  broad 
place  thereof,  and  of 
the  river,  (which  was 
on  one  side  and  on  the 
other,)  a  tree  of  Life, 
bringing  forth  twelve 
fruits,  yielding  accord- 
ing to  every  month  its 
fruit;  and  the  leaves 
of  the  tree  for  the 
healing  of  the  nations. 

3  And  there  shall  be  no 
more  curse :  and  the 
throne  of  God  and  the 
Lamb  shall  be  in  it : 
and  his  servants  shall 

4  serve  him :  And  they 
shall  sec  his  face,  and 
his  name  shall  be  on 


the  kin«s  of  tbf  earth 
do  bring  their  (dory 
and   honour   into  it. 

25  And  the  gates  of  it 
shall  not  be  shut  at  all 
by  day:  for  there  shall 
be   no    night  there. 

26* And  they  shall  bring 
the  glory  and  honour 
of  the  nations  into  it. 

27  And  there  shall  in  no 
wise  enter  into  it  any 
thing  that  dttileth,  nei- 
ther whatsoever  work- 
eih  abomination,  or 
mulct h  a  lie:  but  they 
which  are  written  in 
the  Lamb's  book  of 

1  life.  And  he  shewed 
me  a  pure  river  of  wa- 
ter of  life,  clear  as 
crystal,  proceeding  out 
of  the  throne  of  God, 

2  and  of  the  Lamb.  In 
the  midst  of  the  street 
of  it,  and  of  either  side 
of  the  river,  xcas  there 
the  tree  of  life,  which 
bare  twelve  manner  of 
fruits,  and  yielded  her 
fruit  every  mouth :  and 
the  leaves  of  the  tree 
arre  for  the  healing  of 

3  the  nations.  And  there 
shall  be  no  more  curse : 
but  the  throne  of  God 
and  of  the  Lamb  shall 
be  in  it :  and  his  ser- 
vants shall  serve  him. 

4  And  they  shall  see  his 
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5  their  foreheads.  And 
there  shall  be  no  night 
[there],  and  no  need 
of  lamp,  even  of  light 
of  the  Sun ;  because 
the  Lord  God  shall 
give  light  upon  them  : 
and  they  shall  reign 
for  ever  and  ever. 


[Pt  VIII.  §  1. 

face:  and  his  name 
shall  be  in  their  fore- 
5  heads.  And  there  shall 
be  no  night  there,  and 
they  need  no  candle, 
neither  light  of  the 
sun  ;  for,  the  Lord  God 
giveth  them  light :  and 
they  shall  reign  for 
ever  and  ever. 


The  main  prophecy  had  already  come  to  its  conclu- 
sion*. He  who  opened  it  in  the  first  chapter,  had 
brought  it  to  its  final  period  in  this.  The  end  of  all 
worldly  things  is  succeeded  by  the  new  creation :  and 
"  the  holy  city,  the  new  Jerusalem,"  had  been  exhi- 
bited, as  "descending  from  God  out  of  heaven,  pre- 
"  pared  as  a  bride  adorned  for  her  husband."  But  a 
nearer  and  more  particular  view  of  this  blissful 
seat  was  desirable;  and  therefore,  when  the  scene 
was  closed,  and  the  throne  no  longer  in  view,  one 
of  the  angels,  who  had  exhibited  to  the  prophet 
the    harlot,     the    corrupt  city,    Babylon,  conde- 


.5 


See  note,  ch.  xxi.  5. 

scendingly 
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scendingly  offers  to  shew  him  a  nearer  exhibition  of 
the  bride,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem.  Thus  the  contrast 
between  the  two  is  more  effectually  shewn.  And  there- 
fore this  vision,  like  that  of  the  xviith  chapter,  seems 
to  stand  apart  from  the  rest ;  and  is  to  be  accounted  as 
an  episode.  Therefore  the  scene,  on  which  it  is  repre- 
sented, is  also  apart.  As,  in  the  xviith  chapter,  the 
angel  had  transported  the  prophet  into  the  wilderness, 
there  to  behold  the  harlot,  the  corrupt  city  ;  so  he 
now  conveys  him  in  the  Spirit,  to  a  great  and  high 
mountain,  a  place  of  eminent  power  and  worship*, 
to  behold  the  Christian  Church,  perfect  and  trium- 
phant, after  the  renovation  of  all  things. 

Ver.  11.  And  her  splendour  like  a  most  precious 
stone.]  Here  follows  a  very  gorgeous  description 
of  the  new  city,  which,  conformably  to  the  pro- 
phecy of  Isaiah  f,  is  built  of  precious  stones,  with  a 
superb  costliness  beyond  the  reach  of  earthly  poten- 
tates. The  gems,  employed  to  decorate  this  glorious 
city,  are  such  as  have  ever  been  in  the  highest  request 
in  the  eastern  regions,  which  produce  them  J.  Upon 

the 

*  See  note,  ch.  viii.  8.  +  Cb.  liv.  II,  12. 

X  1  no  description  of  most  of  these  as  given  by  the  ancient  writers, 
may  be  been  in  Pliny's  Natural  HUtory.  See  also  Dionysii  Orbis  Dc- 
scripiio,  rap.  India ;  and  in  works  of  more  modern  date, — in  Tbun- 

burgh's  Travels,  vol.  iv.  p.  2 18 ;  &c  The  Crystal  Jasper  of  ver.  11. 19 

described  by  Pliny,  lib.  xxxvii.  c.  8,  9. 

The  connection  of  these  two  gems  may  be  seen  in  these  lines: 

XlffUfno*         5*  xai  i^xrncraxi  ixtnrir. 

Here  the  clear  crystal,  like  the  winters'  ice, . 
You  cut ;  und  with  it  find  the  watery  jasper. 

Dionysii  Pcrig.  lin.  /  SI. 

And  again,  line  724: 

few  5«  x$vr*XAo»,  <J'  jjfj-oiyo-ajr  ".xraii. 

And 
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the  parallel  passage  in  Isaiah,  Bishop  Lowth  has  writ- 
ten this  judicious  observation  :  "  These  seem  to  be  ge- 
"  ncral  images  to  express  beauty,  magnificence,  purity, 
"  strength  and  solidity,  agreeably  to  the  ideas  of  eastern 
"  nations;  and  to  have  never  been  intended  to  be 
"  strictly  scrutinized,  or.  minutely  and  particularly 
"  explained,  as  if  they  had  each  of  them  some  moral 
"  and  precise  meaning."  Nothing  more  seems  intended 
than  to  afford  some  general,  but  lofty  and  sublime  notion 
of  the  splendour  of  this  superb  and  heavenly  mansion, 
which  the  Apostle  Paul,  following  the  words  of  the 
Prophet  Isaiah  *,  represents  to  be  beyond  conception  f. 
And,  to  describe  the  building,  as  composed  of  the  very 
richest  and  most  costly  materials,  yet  such  as  few  per- 
sons have  seen,  or  can  imagine,  is  figuratively  to  say  the 
same  thing  %.    Yet,  that  the  reader  may  not  confine  his 
notions  to  earthly  splendour  solely,  at  the  twelve  gates 
are  twelve  angels,  and  on  each  of  the  gates  is  inscribed 

And  in  these  lines  of  the  same  author,  are  described  several  of  the 
precious  stones,  which  arc  figuratively  employed  to  build  the  New 
Jerusalem : 

Mz£bUtifo*f',  *>  %>.xfx  dtxiyx^urxt  7xairitt 

II  y}.ZLXICV*ix  A*5j»  xxQxfiOtQ  TSTTJt^, 

Kxi  yXi'icff»»  xti.'Jh •,  ■>■>  nmffvpwxt,  11  13 — 1 123, 

SotUC  truce  among  the  torrents'  rifted  beds 
The  clear,  blue  beryl,  or  resplendent  diamond, 
Or  green  pellucid  jasper,  or  pure  topaz, 
Or  the  mild,  gently-purpling  amethyst. 

*  1  (  or.  ii.  p.    Isaiah  Ixiv.  4. 

+  M  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  hath  ear  beard,  nor  have  entered  into 
"  the  heart  of  man,  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared  lor  those  that 
"  love  him." 

I  Tbia  figurative  language  thus  applied,  may  be  seen  by  consulting 
Lam.  iv.  1 — 7  ;  &c  1  Cor.  iii.  12 — 15. 

a  name 
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a  name  of  a  tribe  of  Israel  * ;  and  the  foundation  is 
raised  (as  in  Eph.  ii.  20.  and  1  Pet.  ii.  5,)  "  on  the 
"  Apostles  and  Prophets;  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the 
"  chief  corner-stone."  Every  thing  unclean  and  faulty, 
is  excluded  from  this  city ;  whence  \vc  may  deduce  an 
additional  proof  that  this  prophecy  is  not  to  have  its 
final  completion  in  this  world ;  where  the  good  and 
the  bad,  the  wheat  and  the  tares,  are  to  grow  together 
until  the  "  endf."    Some  commentators  have  been  led 
to  a  different  interpretation,  by  observing  that  the  new 
city  descends  from  heaven;  and  is  therefore,  say  they, 
upon  earth :  but  this  objection  will  be  completely  re- 
moved, by  remarking  that  the  earth,  to  which  the 
Heavenly  Jerusalem  descends,  is  not  the  earth  we  now 
inhabit.    A  new  Heaven  and  a  new  earth  arc  produced; 

"  Behold,"  says  the  Creator,   44  I  make  all  thing* 
new;};."    This  vision  therefore  appears  to  exhibit  the 
future  mansions  of  the  blessed.    It  succeeds  the  general 
judgment  of  the  dead  ;  and  to  no  other  mansion  can  in 
any  wise  be  applied  the  glorious  representation  which 
describes  the  favoured  inhabitants  admitted  to  see  "  the 
"  face  of  God§,"  and  reigning  for  ever  and  evcr^. 
Such  is  the  city  alluded  to  by  the  Apostle  to  the  He- 
brews, who,  speaking  of  this  world,  says,  44  here  we 
44  have  no  continuing  city,  but  seek  one  to  camc%." 
Agreeably  to  which,  in  this  prophecy  it  is  declared 
that  there  is  44  here  no  temple."    In  this  world,  as  now 
constituted,  Religion  cannot  subsist  without  her  tem- 
ples;  without  some  external  mode  of  bringing  men  to 
God.    But  when  "  just  men,  made  perfect,  see  face  to 
face"  the  glories  of  their  God,  Faith  and  Hope,  on  which 

•  See  note,  ch.  vii.  4.  f  Matt.  xiii.  40. 

X  Ch.  xx.  11.  xxi.  1.  4,  5.  §  Compare  1  Cor.  xiii.  12. 

U  Ch.  xxii.  4,  5.  1f  Ikb.  xi.  10.  16.  *ii.  82, 

the 


490  APOCALVPSE.  [Pt.  VIII.  §  1. 

the  worship  is  founded,  being  absorbed  in  Reality,  the 
nearer  Presence  of  the  Deity  will  supersede  the  use  of  a 
Temple.  Th  superior  Light  and  Knowledge,  emana- 
ting from  his  glorious  Presence,  will  remove  darkness 
and  error,  and  the  necessity  of  that  stated  worship, 
which  is  the  ordinary  means  of  preventing  man  froni 
being  estranged  from  his  Maker.  Here  "  we  know  in 
"part,  and  prophesy  in  part  ;n  that  is,  imperfectly: 
u  but  when  that  which  is  perfect  is  come,  that  which 
44  is  in  part  shall  be  done  away*." 

Chap.  xxii.  Ver.  1.  And  he  shewed  vie  a  river  of 
water  of  Life ;  &c]  In  a  thirsty  soil  and  hot  climate, 
like  that  of  Palestine,  where  most  of  the  prophecies  were 
delivered,  water  is  a  necessary  means  of  fructification ; 
and  the  practice  of  irrigation  is  much  used  in  agricul- 
ture. But,  as  water  is  to  the  soil,  supplying  health 
and  vigour  to  its  languid  plants ;  so  is  the  influence  of 
God's  Holy  Spirit  to  the  human  soul,  when  sinking  in 
its  spiritual  progress.  Thus  refreshed,  the  soul  brings 
forth  "  fruits  unto  holiness,  and  the  end  everlasting 
44  life  t-**  Water  is  therefore  used,  in  Scripture,  as  the 
symbol  of  such  supplies  of  Divine  Grace  %.  The  waters 
of  the  River  of  Life  proceed  from  the  throne  of  God, 
and  of  the  Lamb  §  ;  from  the  Fountain  of  all  mercy ; 
and  the  salutary  streams  support  the  tree  of  Life,  which 

*  1  Cor.  xiii.  .0,  10.  —  Many  passages  of  the  ancient  prophets,  some 
ef  which  may  have  been  typically  or  partially  fulfilled,  seem  to  belong  to 
these  times,  and  still  to  await  their  final  completion.  Isaiah  iv.  3 — 6" ; 
xxv.  6 — 0;  lx;  Ixi.  10;  lxvi.  20 — 24.  Ezek.  xl ;  xliii.  7;  xlvii.  1 — 5 
— 12;  xlviii.  20.  i>5. 

i  Horn.  vi.  22. 

J  Isaiah  viu.  0';  xxx.  25;  xxxii.  20;  xxxv.  6,  7;  xli.  17  ;  xlix.  9; 
xliii.  20;  lv.  I ;  liv.  13  ;  Ivii.  11.  Jer.  ii.  13;  xvii.  13.  Ezek.  xlvii.2. 
Joel  iii.  18.  Zcch.  xiii.  1;  xiv.  8.  John  iv.  13,  14;  vii.  35.  3$. 

*  See  note,  eh.  iii.  1. 

is 
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is  to  be  seen  in  this  Paradise  regained,  a  never-failing 
source  of  immortality.  The  fruit,  continually  renew- 
ing, supports  the  body  to  eternal  life ;  whilst  the  leaves 
(that  no  part  may  be  unserviceable)  are  a  balm  or  heal- 
ing application  for  the  wounds  of  sin,  to  those  of  the 
nations  who  had  lived  in  ignorance  of  the  Divine  laws, 
but  now  partake  the  benefits  of  Redemption. 

The  remaining  expressions  describing  this  blissful 
state,  will  be  found  explained  under  note,  ch.  i.  lo\ 
U.  10.  ill.  22. 

Ver.  2.]  Some  MSS.  says  Dr.  Jortin,  "  instead  of 
11  fvfcvflfv  x«i  *vl£t»ft«v,  read  *v?£u05v  ;fau  eneib(V  sed  nil  opus." 
And  he  quotes  evftf*  x*/  fvflfvasused  by  Aristotle,  Hero- 
dotus, Sophocles,  and  in  Const.  Apost. ;  and  observes ; 
14  Nothing  is  more  common  than  «v0*  nat  evbu :  and  hinc 
"  et  hinc,  in  the  Latin  poets."  And  he  remarks,  that 
the  very  same  expression  is  used  by  St.  John,  in  his 
Gospel,  chap.  xix.  1 8  *. 

#  Discourses  on  the  Christian  Religion,  p.  210.  2d  edit. 
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PART  VIII. 


SECTION  II. 


The  Conclusion. 


chap.  xxii.  ver.  6— to  the  end. 


6  K»i  trtn  /*oi*  Ovm 
i  Qtot  ri»  cmv/xa- 

TW»    Tut  VJfOpnlv* 

aTTt- 

>.o»  *&r5  SiJ|a<  roTf 

7  rfX"/**' 
rxyy'  (xaK*ei&'  o 

x.^>  x*<  (i>ivxi 
rxlrx'Kf  'iTi  nxx?* 
K,  I  o > J  \J«  a ,  I  Tt  7  jc 
«7j*s;7Xi»>;tra/  1%  - 
VfcjQiy  run  crwi"ir 
7*5  u.^iXa  r«  5».x- 

0,  K-i  fciyn  ;*5<* "Of « 

T*»,  ^  Tfc"»  TVftff* 
trfcrxyiKCiv' 


6  And  he  said  unto  me, 
"  These  words  arc  wor- 
*'  thy  of  belief  and  true. 
"  And  the  Lord  God 
*'  of  the  prophets  hath 
u  sent  his  angel  to 
"  shew  unto  his  ser- 
u  vants  things  which 
"  must  come  to  pass 

7  m  in  a  short  time.  And 
"  behold,  I  come  soon. 
"  Blessed  is  he  who 
"  keepeth  the  words  of 
*  the  Prophecy  of  this 

8  •<  book."  And  it  was 
I  John  who  heard  and 
saw  these  things:  and 
when  I  had  heard  and 
seen,  I  loll  down  to 
worship  before  the  feet 
of  the  Angel  who  shew- 
ed mi!    these  things. 

0  And  he  saith  unto  me, 
"  See  thou  du  if  not : 
"  I  am  a  fellow  servant 
li  with  tbee,  and  with 
"  thy  brethren  the  pro. 
11  phcts,and  with  those 
"  who  keep  the  words 
"  of  this  book  :  wor- 


6  And  he  said  unto  me; 
These  sayings  are  faith- 
ful and  true.  And  the 
Lord  God  of  the  holy 
prophets  sent  his  angel 
to  shew  unto  his  ser- 
vants the  things  which 
must  shortly  be  done. 

7  Behold,  I  come  quick- 
ly :  blessed  is  he  that 
keepeth  tbe  sayings  of 
the  prophecy  of  this 

8  book.  And  I  John  saw 
these  things,  and  heard, 
than.  And  when  I  had 
heard  and  setn,  I  fell 
down  to  worship  be- 
fore the  feet  of  the 
angel  which  shewed  me 

9  these  things.  Then 
saith  he  unto  me ;  See 
thou  do  it  not :  for  I 
am  thy  fellow-servant, 
and  of  thy  brethren  the 
prophets,  and  of  them 
which  keep  the  sayings 
of  this  book :  worship 

10 God.  And  he  saith 
unto  n,c  ;  Seal  not  the 
sayings  of  the  prophe- 


Ch.  x*ii.  6— 21.]  apocalypsi. 


Cy  XT f 

yHf  Tijf  XtfOpHtixt 

T*  0iS\l'n  T*T*'  0 

x  ■ .    f   i.yvf  far' 

1]  O    CCdiKZff,  X*IKT- 

carv  in*  xj  o  ^t/» 

fvTX^ivbnTM 

Sn'  x}  •  IMI»l0i| 
T«  it**  >c  o  xyi&, 

fa*UU  T*XV,  xj 
o  (jurQis    (am  fxff 

to  ffyw  «u- 
13t5is-~.  *Eyw«pj 
to  A  £  to  n,  •> 
^  tt«  ti'A^,  o 
«f*r©»  x«i  o  iV- 
1  lr^«T^.  Maxafoi 
o<  CJ04«Wif  t«*  i»- 

ToXxS     XVTd,  ItX 

it  xi  i»  t%a?ix  uv- 

Tut    tTfl    TO  £t/As» 

T^f  £wisr,  xa*  To«t 

tfftv  •  3". y  t\c*',  f)^7.i 

1 5  IM  Tn»  woA/r.  *E£* 
c<  xi!m(,  xj  oi* 

»  X         »  • 

fJLXy.lt,  Kt  Oi  ?30g»9i, 

I    f         ~  >  f 

«*<  01  pittlf,  XXI  M 

iiJa»Xo>aTf«<,  xa< 
[J]       5,  xj 

Ib'wMSi^iCS&.'Ey* 
'lijxS*  ijri/x|ai  to» 
«.yiXtI»  /a*  /A«fkfn- 
ca/  £/aT»  T*Sr«  iw< 
Txis  IxxXfKrixit' 
lyi  ttfju  n  /*'£«  xj 

to  7»  3*  AfltCJ,  o 

»  »    «  .        »  • 

•fftf   •  ?X(A.V£Ot  0 


10"  ship  God."  And  he 
saith  unto  me, "  Thou 
M  may'st  not  seal  the 
11  words  of  the  prophe- 
"  cy  of  this  book  ;  the 

11"  time  is  near,  lie  that 
**  is  unjust,  let  him  be 
"  unjust  still :  and  he 
"  that  is  defiled,let  him 
u  be  defiled  still :  and 
"  he  that  is  righteous, 
"  let  him  work  righte- 
"  ousness  still:  and  he 
"  that  is  holy,  let  him 

12"  be  holy  still.  Behold, 
M  I  come  soon:  and 
M  my  reward  is  with 
"  me,  to  requite  every 
14  one  according  as  his 

13"  work  shall  be.  1  am 
"  the  Alpha  and  the 
"  Omega,  Beginning 
"  and  End,  the  First 

14"  and  the  Last.  Blessed 
"  are  they  who  do  his 
"  commandments,  that 
"  their  power  may  be 
"  over  the  tree  of  Life, 
"  and  that  they  may 
"  enter  by  the  gates 

15"  into  the  city.  W'ith- 
"  out  aro  dogs,  and 
*'  the  sorcerers,  aud 
"  the  whoremongers, 
"  and  the  murderers, 
"  and  the  idolaters,  and 
"  everyone  who  loveth 
"  and  maketh  deceit. 

16'"  I  Jesus  have  sent  my 
"  messenger  to  testify 
"  to  you  these  tilings 


493 

cy  of  this  book  :  for, 
the  time  is  at  hand. 
It  He  that  is  unjust,  let 
him  be  unjust  still: 
and  he  which  is  filthy, 
let  him  be  filthy  still  : 
and  he  that  is  righte- 
ous, let  him  be  righte- 
ous still :  and  he  that 
is  holy,  let  him  be  holy 

12  still.  And  behold,  I 
come  quickly:  and  my 
reward  is  with  me,  to 
give  every  man  accord- 
ing as  his  work  shall 

13  be.  I  am  Alpha  and 
Omega,  the  beginning 
and  the  eud,  the  first 

Uand  the  last.  Blessed 
are  they  that  do  his 
commandments,  that 
they  may  have  right  to 
the  tree  of  life,  and 
may  enter  in  through 
the    gates    into  th« 

I5city.  For  without,  are 
dogs,  and  sorcerers, 
and  whoremougers,and 
murderers,  and  idola- 
ters, and  whosoever 
loveth  and  maketh  a 

1 0*  lie.  I  Jesus  have  sent 
mine  angel  to  testii'y 
uuto  you  these  things 
in  the  churches.  I  am 
the  root  and  the  ofi- 
spring  of  David,  and 
the  bright  and  morn- 

17  ing  star.  And  the  Spi- 
rit und  the  bride  say, 
Come.    And  let  him 
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17*y<MM**  Kal  to 

«     »  »  •  » 

e    axttaw  turotrv' 


tms  \iyas  ris  xsfo- 

tjJtm*  <«»  rts  hrtby 
hi  iM,  foAfai 
o  ©.k  ,V  *M 

7: Vf ay. //.iv u f  IV  Tft/ 
Ml  Ttt  ccyiXn  ctTfo 

rxlrrl{t    aftkit  0 

£»>jf,  XJt*  f»  TV 
h  rZ  TBTfci. 

20Ai'<yu  0  fAJtfkfZ, 
tautrx"  mi  tfxifJMi 
rxyi'  mtdt'  tiX«, 

SlK«t«W'*llx«- 
f«*  rS  Kv^'h  'luo-5 
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"  through   the  Chur- 
11  ches.    I  am  the  root 
"  and  the  offspring  of 
"  David,  the  bright,  the 
17"  morning  star.  And 
"  the  Spirit  and  the 
u  bride  say,  -  Come :' 
"  and   let   him  that 
u  heareth  say, « Come :' 
"  and    let  him  that 
"  thirsteth,  come ;  he 
11  that  willeth,  let  him 
"  take  water  of  life 
18"  freely.  I,cwn/,do 
"  testify  to  every  one 
"  who    heareth  the 
**  words  of  the  prophe- 
u  cy  of  this  book,  if  any 
"  one  shall  add  unto 
««  them,  God  fchall  add 
"  unto  him  the  plagues 
"  which  are  written  in 
19"  thr»  book:   And  if 
"  any  one  shall  take 
"  away  from  the  words 
«'  of  the  book  of  this 
"  prophecy,  God  shall 
11  take  away  his  por- 
"  tion    out    of  the 
*'  tree  of  Life,  and  out 
"  of  the    holy  city, 
"  which  are  written  in 
204t  this  book.    He  who 
"  testifieth  these  things 
"  saitb,  *  Surely  I  come 
"  •  soon  r'Amen !  come, 
21"  Lord  Jesus!"  The 
Grace  of   our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  be  with 
[you]  all  i 
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that  heareth  say , Come, 
And  let  him  that  is 
athirst,  come :  and 
whosoever  will,  let 
him  take  the  water  of 
18 life  freely.  For  I  testi- 
fy unto  every  man  that 
heareth  the  words  of 
the  prophecy  of  this- 
book,  If  any  man  shall 
add  unto  these  things, 
God  shall  add  unto 
him  the  plagues  that 
aie  written    in  this 

19  book :  And  if  any  man 
shall  take  away  from 
the  words  of  the  book 
of  this  prophecy,  God 
shall  take  away  his 
part  out  of  the  book 
of  life  and  out  of  the 
holy  city,  and/row  the 
things  which  are  writ- 

20  ten  in  this  book.  He 
which  testifieth  these 
things,  saitb,  Surely,  I 
come  quickly.  Amen. 
Even  so,  come,  Lord 

21  Jesus.  The  grace  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
be  with  you  all.  Amen. 
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Ver.  6.  And  he  said  unto  me ;  &c]  The  angel 
commissioned  to  exhibit  this  closing  scene  of  the  pro- 
phecy, being  now  about  to  depart,  addresses  the  pro- 
phet with  some  short  sentences,  directing  the  use  and 
application  of  what  had  been  exhibited. 

First ; — Ver.  6.  The  vision  may  be  confidently  relied 
on,  as  representing  events  soon  to  be  disclosed*. 

Secondly; — Ver.  7.  A  blessing  is  pronounced  on 
those,  who  in  faith  and  patience  expect  the  completion- 
of  the  prophecy,  and  who  direct  their  lives  conformably 
to  such  expectation.  And  here  it  is  observable,  that 
the  angel,  as  ambassador  of  Christ,  to  whom  the  vision 
in  all  its  parts  most  certainly  appertains f,  speaks  in  the 
august  person  of  his  Lord,  using  his  very  words;  "  Be- 
"  hold,  I  come  soon  J;"  words,  which  being  evidently 
those  of  the  Redeemer,  before  whom  the  prophet  had 
prostrated  himself  without  rebuke  §,  occasion  him  again 
to  fall  prostrate.  And  now  the  reproof  of  ch.  xix.  10. 
is  repeated  ] . 

Thirdly; — Ver.  10.  St.  John  is  ordered  to  represent 

*  See  Dotes,  ch.  i.  1,  2,  3.  f  See  ch.  i.  1.  and  note. 

%  Cb.iii.ll.  S  Ch.  L  17. 

H  This  circumstance  may  in  some  measure  account  for  the  repeti- 
tion of  this  action,  if  it  be  such.  But  there  may  be  some  reason  to 
doubt  whether  the  action  be  repeated,  or  the  description  of  it  only  ;  whe- 
ther St.  John  does  not  merely  describe  over  again  his  attempt  to  wor- 
ship the  angel ;  for  it  might  seem  necessary  to  repeat  the  description, 
which  positively  forbids  it,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Church,  prone  to  lapse 
into  this  kind  of  idolatry.  For  he  seems  in  both  situations  to  have  been 
present  with  the  same  angel,  one  belonging  to  the  Vials  *,  who  was  em- 
ployed to  shew  him  apart,  first  the  harlot,  and  then  the  Bride.  It  is 
therefore  less  likely  that  the  action  should  be  repeated.  And  in  both 
descriptions,  nearly  the  same  expressions  are  used,  and  also  introduced 
by  the  same  address  of  the  angel,  "  These  are  the  true  words  of  God," 
5rc. 

*  Compare  cb.  xvii.  1.  with  ch.  xxi.  *>. 

this 
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this  prophecy,  not  as  a  sealed  book  *,  but  as  the  pre- 
diction of  a  train  of  events,  beginning  to  take  place 
immediately  f. 

Fourthly; — Ver.  11,  12.  According  to  a  mode  of 
speaking  used  by  EzekielJ,  and  by  St.  Paul§,  and  well 
explained  by  Dr.  S.  Clarke  ||,  we  are  warned,  that  as 
we  act  under  this  view  (this  awful  view  of  the  Divine 
judgments),  so  shall  we  experience  their  effects.  We 
■  are  free  to  be  just  or  unjust,  righteous  or  wicked,  and 
must  abide  the  consequences  of  our  own  determination. 

Fifthly  ; — Ver.  13,  14,  15.  The  angel  again  speaks  in 
the  person  of  his  Lord,  by  whom  the  whole  Revelation 
is  given  %  again  declaring  himself  to  be  that  great 
transcendent  Being  "  who  inhabits  Eternity**;"  and 
in  his  name  pronounces  a  blessing  on  those  who  keep 
his  commandments.  Good  works  performed  from  the 
operation  of  such  faith,  can  alone  afford  access  to  that 
heavenly  habitation,  from  which  the  wicked  |f  shall  be 
excluded. 

Sixthly; — Ver.  16.  Adverting  again  to  the  beginning 
of  the  prophecy,  the  angel  declares,  in  the  name  of  his 
Lord,  that  it  is  given  for  the  edification  of  theChurches%$, 
And  the  great  Giver  of  the  prophecy  is  described,  to 
be  both  the  root  and  the  branch  of  David  §§.  He  is  a 
"  stem  of  Jesse,"  in  his  human  character,  appearing  as 
"  the  son  of  David,''  the  Messiah  expected  of  that 
stem:  but  in  his  divine  character,  partaking  of  the 

•  See  note,  ch.  v.  1 .  +  See  note,  ch.  i.  1.  , 

I  Ch.  iii.  27.  §  1  Cor.  xiv.  38. 

||  Serm.  vol.  iv.  p.  38,  and  vii.  p.  14.  1?  Ch.  i.  I, 

••  Isaiah  lvi.  15.    Mia  v.  2.  Note,  ch.  i.  8. 
ft  Dogs ;  by  which  name,  as  in  Phil.  iii.  2,  "  evil  workers"  are 
plainly  intended. 

It  Note,  ch.  i.  4.  %  Isaiah  xi.  1. 

divine 
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divine  nature,  he  is  infinitely  more;  lie  is  the  root  and 
foundation,  the  cause  and  the  means  of  that  Salvation 
which  is  denominated  "  the  sure  mercies  of  David." 
He  is  that  bright  morning-star,  which  now  gives  consi- 
derable light  to  the  world  after  a  long  night  of  igno- 
rance and  superstition;  and  to  those  who  love  such 
light,  a  certain  earnest  and  prelude  of  increasing  know- 
ledge and  glory,  '*  shining  forth  unto  perfect  day." 

Seventhly; — Ver.  17-  he  describes  the  Holy  Spirit 
as  inviting  all  men  to  partake  the  blessings,  prepared 
for  them,  and  now  exhibited  under  the  symbol  of  the 
bride,  or  heavenly  Jerusalem.  And  44  he  who  heareth," 
lie  who  hath  been  instructed  in  the  saving  truths  of 
the  Gospel,  is  called  upon  to  invite  others  to  participate 
in  its  advantages,  which  are  "  freely  beatoued  on  all 
"whom  our  Lord  shall  call  V  But  to  him  "who 
"  heareth,'*  who  esteemeth  himself  instructed  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  Gospel,  and  especially  in  the  prophecies 
of  this  book,  an  awful  command,  under  severe  sanctions, 
is  added ;  that  he  teach  others  no  other  things,  than 
those  which  are  written  therein ;  "  not  diminishing 
"therefrom,  nor  adding  aught  thereto f.  From  the 
history  of  the  times,  following  the  publication  of  the 
Apocalypse,  we  collect  the  necessity  of  this  prophetical 
injunction.  For,  in  the  second  century,  many  spurious 
works,  faisely  attributed  to  apostles  of  Christ,  were 
circulated  in  the  Christian  world.  And  in  imitation  of 
this  Revelation  of  St.  John,  Revelations  of  St.  Peter,  of 
St.  Paul,  of  St.  Thomas,  and  of  otheis,  were  fabricated. 
The  threatcnings  here  denounced  against  such  fabri- 
cators, or  those  who  shall  attempt  additions  or  altera- 
tions in  this  inspired  work,  united  to  that  reverential 
care,  with  which  the  fathers  of  the  Church  preserved  the 


*  Acts  ii.  39. 


+  Dcut.  xii.  3'2.    2  Cor.  Hi.  6. 

t  x  true 
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true  readings  of  the  sacred  books,  seem  to  have  pre- 
served this  prophecy  free  from  material  interpolation. 

Eighthly; — Our  Lord  concludes  the  book,  as  he 
had  begun  it,  with  this  interesting  declaration ; — 
"  Surely  I  come  soon." 

To  every  mortal,  short  is  the  time  leading  to  that 
awful  instant,  when  he  "  shall  stand  before  the  presence 
"  of  God  !"  Be  it  our  endeavour,  by  the  assistance  of 
his  Holy  Spirit,  so  to  direct  our  thoughts  and  actions, 
that  we  may  have  confidence  in  our  Redeemer,  and  be 
of  the  number  of  those  who  '  1  love  his  appearing  *  !" 
Thus  may  we  be  enabled  cordially  to  unite  with  the 
beloved  Apostle,  in  his  concluding  prayer ;  "Amen; 
"  so  be  it ;  come,  Lord  Jesus  !" 

•  2  Tim.  iv.  8. 
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